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TESTIMONY RELATING TO PRIBILOF ISLANDS. 


Deposition of John Armstrong, engineer of lessees’ steamer and agent on 
St. Paul Island. 


MANAGEMENT. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

John Armstrong, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
50 years old, and reside in San Francisco. it was em. 
ployed in Alaska service in connection with the seal 
fisheries from 1868 to 1886, inclusive. During £he first eight years of 
the time I was chief engineer of the steamer plying between San Fran- 
cisco and the seal islands and otherAlaska ports, and from 1877 to 1886, 
inclusive, as agent of the Alaska Commercial Company, living almost 
constantly for the whole ten years upon St. Paul Island. I always as- 
sisted in the seal-killing, and, in common with all other employés on 
the islands, made the seals my study and care. Everyone connected 
with the business, from the superimtendent to the humblest laborer, 
is, when at the islands, keenly alive to every occurrence relating to 
theherd. There is nothing else but seals to attract our attention when 
there, and the most trivial incidents in regard to the rookeries, as well 
as the more serious ones, are noted and discussed. 

For the first few years I was on the islands the rookeries grew larger 
every year, and I was told by the nativ esand others that 
they had grown a good deal since the Americans first ,Jmctease of rook- 
took them. After 1882 they seemed to stay about the 

same, as far as the number of breeders was concerned, as long as I was 
there. The skins taken prior to 1886 weighed from 6 
to 10 pounds each, averaging about 8 pounds per skin; 
but I understand from those who remained there on duty that much 
smaller ones were afterwards taken, because the large seals had become 
scarce and were needed for rookery service. I observed that very few 
seals go out to sea to feed during June, July, and Au- 
gust, except females and some of the younger males. 
The greater part of the older bachelors appear to be always about the 
rookeries after the cows come, and comparatively few as old as five years 
come up with the droves to the killing grounds. The 
same seal is sometimes driven several times during the 4, 
season. One with a peculiar spot on him was driven 
in more than a dozen times in one season. His skin was in such con- 
dition that we did not want it. But I do not think that he or any 
other one of the drove was injured by the exertion. The driving gave 
them, with rare exceptions, very little more exercise than they appear ed 

y| 


Experience. 


Weight of skins. 


Females feeding. 


Driving and re- 
iving. 
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2 TESTIMONY 


to take when left to themselves. The practice of driving has always 
been conducted the same as when I was on the islands, and the seals 
have thriven and increased under it. They grow much 
tamer, too, with repeated driving, and seem to learn 
the road and what is expected of them on the killing ground. It is 
much less trouble to handle a drove of seals from the rookery very 
near the village than those from a distant point. They grow very 
tame when reared near where people are passing and repassing, and 
none of them are as wild or show as much fear as sheep ordinarily do 
when approached by man. 

The large bachelor seals arrive on the islands from the 1st to the 15th 
of June each year, sleek and fat as they can be, while 
the same seals in September are very thin in flesh, or 
in about the same condition as the bull seals then are, which, it is well 
known, do not leave the rookeries for some four months. On the other 
hand, the yearlings and two-year-olds remain in good condition the en- 
tire season, and must, I think, go off to the feeding grounds occasion- 
ally during the summer. The females go and come 
after the first few days of their stay at the islands. I 
have seen rookeries, and particularly the one on the reef, plainly in 
sight from St. Paul village, swarming with pups and comparatively few 
mothers in sight, and it has sometimes remained so for twenty or thirty 
hours at a time, convincing me that they must have gone a consider- 
able distance from the islands for food. Up to 1884 there were never 
enough dead pups on the rookeries to cause any re- 
mark. Occasionally one would be trampled to death 
by the fighting bulls, but the loss was almost nothing until the marine 
hunters began their work, and it grew to be quite noticeable before I 
left the islands. It was easy enough to see what they died of. They 
simply starved to death, wandering about and bleating until it made 
one’s heart ache to see them. Their mothers had been killed off in the 

water, and the pups lived and suffered for weeks. They are very tena- 
cious of life, holding out six or eight weeks or more after they lose their 
mothers. 

Tam asked whether the seals copulate in the water. It is a ques- 
tion that is often discussed at the islands, and neither 
the scientific observers nor the unscientific are able to 
agree about it. I have seen seals in position when it seemed to be at- 
tempted, but doubt whether it is effectually accomplished. If it were, 
I think we should see pups sometimes born late and out of season, but 
sueh is not the case. 

I believe there has been a great decrease of seals on the islands since 
I left there, and this is no doubt due to pelagic hunt- 
ing. The extermination of the animals and of the in- 
dustry will be sw iftand sure unless the female seals are protected from 
the devastation now going on, and I do not believe it 
possible to protect them as they should be unless the 
North Pacifie as well as Bering Sea is included in any measures adopted 
to this end. 
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Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of May, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of Charles Bryant, special Treasury agent on Pribilof Islands. 


HABITS. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Charles Bryant, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a resi- 
dent of Mattapoisett, Plymouth. County, State of Massachusetts, and 
am 72 years of age. In September, 1868, L was appointed a special 
Treasury agent to go to Pribilof Islands for the pur- 
pose of investigating and reporting as to the habits of 
the fur seal, the condition of the islands, and the most advantageous 
plan to be adopted for the government and management of the same. 
Pursuant to such appointment, I proceeded to the Pacific coast, and in 
March, 1869, I landed on St. Paul Island, remaining there until Sep- 
tember of the same year. I then returned to Washing- 
ton and laid my report before the Treasury Department. ,,,\ "Port te Treas 
I again went back to the islands in July, 1870, and re- 
mained there until the fall of 1871. Then, in April, 1872, I again arrived 
at the islands, this time in the ¢ apacity of a special agent of the Treas- 
ury Department in charge of the seal islands. I was upon the islands 
as such agent from that time and during the sealing season from 1872 
to 1877 , inclusive, and passed three winters there, viz, those of 1872, 
1874, and 1876. Since the year 1877 I have not visited the seal islands. 
mI have examined the breeding areas of 1870, indicated - 
by H. H. McIntyre on charts A, B, C, D, E F, and G, Maret a Ape 
of St. Paul Island, and they are to the best of mnny ketone sam Oe 

ntyre on charts. 
edge and belief correct. I have also examined the areas 
of increase shown by him upon the same charts as applicable te the breed- 
ing rookeries in 1882, and they were proportionately correct in 1877, 
the last year of my stay upon the islands, the increase up to that time 
having been about one-half of that shown by him. ‘The above state- 
ment is true, also, to the best of my knowledge and be- 
lief, of the breeding areas of 1870 and the increase of ,,preetins.areas and 
1882, indicated by Thomas F. Morgan upon charts H, shown by Thomas 
I, J, and K, of St. George. eR ta ae 
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CHARLES BRYANT. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, 1892. 
[L. 8.] CHAS. L. HUGHES, 
Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia. 


Deposition of Charles Bryant, special Treasury agent on Pribilof Islands. 
HABITS AND ROOKERIES IN 1869—77 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Charles Bryant, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am aresident 
of Mattapoisett, Plymouth County, State of Massachusetts, and am 
72 years of age. From 1840 to 1858 I was engaged in whaling in 
the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea. The latter portion of the 
time I was captain of a whaling vessel. I then retired 
to a farm located in the town of Fairhaven, in Bristol 
County, State aforesaid. In September, 1868, I was appointed a spe- 
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cial Treasury agent to go to the Pribilof Islands to investigate and to 
report as to the habits of the fur seal, the condition of the islands, 
and the most advantageous plan to adopt for the government and 
management of the same. Pursuant to such appointment I pro- 
ceeded to the Pacific coast and in March, 1869, I landed on St. Paul 
Island and remained there until September of the same year. I then 
returned to Washington and laid my report before the 
Treasury Department. I again went back to the is- 
lands in July, 1870, and remained until the fall of 1871. Then in 
April, 1872, I again arrived on St. Paul Island, this time in the capac- 
ity of special agent of the Treasury Department in charge of the seal 
islands. I was upon the islands as such agent from that time during 
the sealing seasons from 1872 to 1877, inclusive, and passed three win- 
ters there, namely, those of 1872, 1874, and 1876. Since the year 1877 
I have never visited the seal islands, aud have been in retirement at 
Mattapoisett aforesaid. During these years I was upon the islands I 
made a most careful study of seal life thereon, and examined and in- 
quired of the natives in relation to the habits and former conditions of 
the fur seals. 

The Alaska fur seal breeds nowhere else except on the Pribilof Is- 

_ lands. I took particular care in investigating the 
piers ony on Pr question of what became of the seal herd while absent 
from the islands. My inquiries were made among the 
Alaskan Indians, half breeds, Aleuts, and fur-traders along the north- 
west coast and Aleutian Islands. One man, who had been a trapper 
for many years along the coast, stated to me that in all his experience 
he never knew of but one case where seals had hauled out on the Pa- 
cifie coast, and that was when four or five landed on Queen Charlotte 
Island. This isthe only case Lever heard of seals coming ashore at any 
ether place on the American side of the Pacific except the Pribilof 
Islands. Theseseals are migratory, leaving the islands 
in the early winter and returning again in the spring. 
Che Pribilof herd does not mingle with the herd located on the Com- 
Pribilof and Com. Mander Islands. This I know from the fact that the 
mander herds donot herd goes eastward after entering the Pacific Ocean, and 
maitia}e- from questioning natives and half breeds, who had re- 
sided in Kamschatka as employés of the Russian Fur Company, I learned 
that the Commander herd on leaving their islands go southwestward 
into the Okhotsk Sea and the waters to the southward of it and winter 
there. This fact was further verified by whalers who find them there in 
the early spring. 

The Alaskan seals make their home on the Pribilof Islands because 
they need for the period they spend on land a pecu- 
liarly cool, moist, and cloudy climate, with very little 
sunshine or heavyrains. This peculiarity of climate is 
only to be found on the Pribilof and Commander islands, and during 
my long experience in the North Pacific and Bering Sea I never found 
another locality which possessed these conditions so favorable to seal 
life. Add to this fact the isolated condition of the seal islands and we 
can readily see why the seals selected this home. 

The pup seal is born on the rocky shores of these islands, the mother 

evidently preferring a spot covered with broken lava 
pops. torm onlyon rocks to the-sand beaches. The birth takes place 
within two or three days after the female lands, and 
often within a few hours. When born the pup weighs from 4 to 5 
pounds, and spends the first six weeks of its existence on land, Dur- 
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ing this period the pup is in no sense an amphibian, being as helpless 
in the water as a young chicken; it can not swim, and when thrown in 
the water would inevitably drown if not rescued by its iat ome 
mother or by man. Therefore, if a pup was born in tone birth im 
the water it would certainly perish. I have seen cases 

where a mother, being taken by the pains of parturition, sought the 
nearest beach rather than a rookery, pot having time to reach the 
latter before the birth of her pup. If pups could be born in the water 
such cases as the last stated would not occur. The pup is nursed by 
its mother from its birth so long as it remains on the islands, the 
mother leaving the islands at different intervals of time after the pup 
is three or four days old. I have seen pups, which I had previously 
marked by a ribbon, left for three or four days consecutively, the 
mothers going into the water to feed or bathe. -A mother seal will in- 
stantly recognize her offspring from a large group of pups on the 
rookery, distinguishing it by its cry and by smell; but I do not think 
a pup can tell its own mother, as it will nose about any cow which 
comes near it. A female seal does not suckle any pup save her own, 
and will drive away any other pups which approach her. 

I am positive that if a mother seal was killed her pup must inevita- 
bly perish by starvation. As evidence of this fact I will state that I 
have taken stray, motherless pups found on the sand beaches and 
placed them upon the breeding rookeries beside milking females and 
in all instances these pups have finally died of starvation. When 
about 4 weeks old the pups get together in groups or pods and ap- 
proach nearer and nearer to the shore; atter a week or so they are 
down near the surf but run back terrified whenever a wave comes in. 
They then begin to get acquainted with the sea and little by little 
overcome their terror and learn to use their flippers. I have seen a 
female sometimes pick her pup up by the back of the neck and carry 
it out into the water and let go of the little animal, catching it before 
it drowned and holding it above the waves; this she would repeat time 
and again until the little fellow got over his terror and began to use 
his flippers. By the Ist of September nearly all the pups have learned 
to swim, and until the time of their departure from the islands spend 
their time both on land and in the w ater, but by far the greater por- 
tion of this period is spent on land. The ‘time they leave the islands 

is generally the middle of November, but the weather is the true mark 
of such departure, they seeming to be unwilling to stay after the first 
snow or sleet comes. On departing from their island home they pro- 
‘ceed southward through the Aleutian passes, the majority going 
through or to the eastward of the pass of longitude i2eCe The cause 
of their departure is doubtless the approach of cold 
weather and the lack of sufficient food. 

Providing the conditions were the same on the islands the year round 
as they are in the summer, and providing the food supply was suffi- 
cient in the immediate vicinity of the islands, I think the seals would 

remain on or about the islands during the entire year. The seals evi- 

dently consider these islands their home and only leave them by rea- 
son of lack of food and inclement weather. Some seals remain about 
the islands until the first of January, and the winters of 1874 and 1875 
being exceptionally mild, seals remained on or in the vicinity of the 
islands during the whole’ year. 

From my inquiries and observations I am convinced the seals, after 
going through the Aleutian passes, seek the vast schools of fishes 
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which, at this season of the year, are to be found in the North Pacific, 
then following these fishes as they migrate towards the 
American coast for the purpose of spawning, they ap- 
pear off the Californian coast during the early part of the year. The 
seals then go northward, still following these schools of fish, the males 
arriving again at Bering Sea in the early part of May and the females 
in June and July and proceeding at once to their island home. 

The young seals are now a year old, and I am of the opinion the sexes 
herd together. This year they leave the islands a little earlier than 
the previous season and make the same migration in search of food. 
Returning again, this time as “ two-year- olds, ” the males go upon the 
hauling grounds. with the bachelor seals and. the females land on the 
breeding rookeries. It is probable that the females of this ageare fertil- 
ized by the bulls and leave the islands in the fall pregnant. 

In watching the seals while swimming about the islands I have seen 
cases where they y appeared to be copulating in the water, but I am cer- 

ed Al pale “tain, even if this was the case, that the propag gation of 
ropagation effected : c : p = : : 
only on land. the species is not as a rule effected in this way, the 
natural and usual manner of coition being upon land. 

On returning the third year the young male goes again upon the haul- 
ing grounds and the female to the rookeries where she brings forth one 
pup. From this time until she is between 12 and 16 years of age she 
continues to bear one pup annually. Under my direction microscopic 
examinations were made of the female reproductive organs, which 
showed that some of the older females had borne at least eleven to thir- 
teen pups. 

When the male seal returns after his sixth or seventh migration he 
goes to the breeding rookeries, and, if he is able, be- 
comes master of a harem with the title of “ seecatch.” 
He arrives now at the islands during the month of May and after re- 
peated battles obtains a place upon the breeding grounds. He remains 
there about three months, that is, during the rutting season, without 
eating or drinking, never leavin g his position. Here | he gathers about. 
him as many cows as he is able to place within the radius of the area 
controlled by him; the average seen at one time while I was on the 
islands was from fifteen to twenty to a bull; but as the cows were con- 
stantly going to and coming from the water it is impossible to calculate 
accurately the number to a harem. Probably not all the cows belong- 
ing to a bull were on shore at any one time; and I am of the opinion 
that a bull could if necessary serve seventy-five to a hundred cows 
during a season. 

I am satisfied the principal food of the fur seal is fish. Durimg the 
summer fish are practically unknown about the is- 
lands, but they abound in great quantities in all parts 
of Bering Sea, 30 to 40 miles from the islands. ‘This fact came to my 
knowledge during my eighteen years’ whaling experience in that local- 
ity. I do not think the male seals of any class feed to any extent while 
located at the islands, but the females are absent more or less of the 
time in search of food. 

By my observation I am convinced that a seal can Swim more rapidly 
than any species of fish, and I believe that a female 
could leave the islands, go to a fishing gronnd 100 
miles distant and easily return the same day. I think seals can with- 
out difficulty swim 10, 15, or even 20 miles an hour for several hours 
at a time. 
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T have further observed the fact that bulls have a tendency to return 
to the same place on the same rookery year after year. One bull in par- 
ticular, which I knew from his peculiarities, returned to the same rock 
for five seasons. 

During my observation only one class of bachelor seals on the islands 
showed any deficiency in numbers, and I accounted for this fact in my 
report to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated September 5, 1872, from 
which I quote: “The weather, although excessively aah He 
foggy and disagreeable to the residents of the islands, ,-{uect of slaughter 
has been especially favorable to the young seals. It is 
also observable that a larger number of yearlings or last year pups than 
usual have returned to the islands. the present season. There is now 
only a deficiency of one class, that of the four and five year old seals. 
This is clearly traceable to the following causes: During the season of 
1868 there were killed on both islands 220 ,000 animals for their skins, 
and in the season of 1869, 85,000 for their skins. At that time the rela- 
tive value of the sizes or ages of the skins was not understood, and all 
the skins being paid for at the same price, the natives who were quick 
to perceive the difference between taking a small skin and a large one 
and carrying it to the salt houses, killed all the yearlings they could: 
these were the products of 1867 and 1868, These were sent forward in 
1870 to market and overstocked it with small skins. This created a 
demand for larger skins, and the Alaska Commercial Company in- 
structed their agents to take all the large skins possible in 1871; this 
was done and as many 4 and 5 year old seals as could be taken. "This 
again fell on the already diminished product of 1867 and 1868, When 
these were sent to market they were found too old, and now the proper 
medium being ascertained the seals wili be selected accordingly.” 

It should be borne in mind that the killing in 1868 was done by un- 
authorized persons before the Government could arrange for the pro- 
tection of the rookeries. From 1870 up to the time I 
left the islands in 1877, the females, of which Imade as 

careful a calculation as is possible by measuring the areas covered by 
the breeding rookeries, increased from 4 to 5 5 per cent annually. 

The whole time I was there there was an ample supply of full- grown 
vigorous males sufficient for serving all the females on 
the islands, and every year a surplus of vigorous bulls ,,o°7cency of male 
could always be found about the rookeries awaiting an 
opportunity to usurp the place of some old or wounded bull, unable 
longer to maintain his place on the breeding grounds. I should except 
from this general statement the seasons of 1875 and to 1875 when the 
destruction of young males in 1868 and the error made by the company 
under their misapprehension as to the character of skins to be taken for 
market, perceptibly affected the males on the breeding grounds. It is 
not certain that the fertilizing of the females was thereby affected and 
this gap was filled up and from this time on there was at all times not 
only a sufficiency but a surplus of male life for breeding purposes. 

The increase in female life was readily determined by noticing annually 
the lines of demarkation of the breeding grounds among 
the rocks, and also from the fact that many lanes 
through the breeding rookeries to the hauling grounds, left by the old 

males ; for the use of the bachelors, which existed in 1870, were entirely 
closed up by the breeders in 1877, and the bachelor seals were compelled 
to haul out on the sand beaches. Another proof of this increase was 
the fact that in 1870 the breeding seals confined themselves to the 
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shores covered with broken rocks, but in 1877 the areas had increased 
to such an extent that a considerable percentage of the breeding seals 
extended out onto the sand beaches, which before they had carefully 
avoided, for reasons I have heretofore stated. 

The pups on the rookeries were fat and healthy, and while I was on 
the islands no epidemic disease ever appeared among them, nor did the 
natives have stories of an epidemic ever destroying them. A dead 
pup was rarely seen, the dead being a small fraction 
of 1 per cent to the whole number of pups. I do not 
think while I was there I saw in any one season fifty dead pups on the 
rookeries, and the majority of dead pups were along the shore, having 
been killed by the surf. 

During the entire time I was upon the islands the most stringent regu- 
lations were always enforced in relation to disturbing the rookeries in 
any way. The use of firearms during the season the 
seals were upon the islands was forbidden, and this was 
enforced by taking possession of the guns of the natives 
or by removing the locks and retaining them until the close of the sea- 
son; also all dogs were, in 1869 or 1870, destroyed on the islands, and 
no others were allowed to be brought here. 

The driving and killing of the bachelor seals was always carried on 
in the most careful manner, and during my stay upoy the islands there 

ce _ was practically no injury caused to seal life by over- 
ing nS mt BNE driving, and after 1873, when horses and mules were 
3 introduced by the lessees to transport the skins, the 
seals were not driven as far, killing grounds being established near the 
hauling grounds and the loss by overdriving was reduced to the frac- 
tion of 1 per cent. Redriving of the growing males 
from the various hauling erounds was made at inter- 
vals of several days, and did not cause them any injury, and I am 
thoroughly satisfied that there was not a single instance in which the 
virility of a male seal was destroyed or impaired by redriving. 

In all cases, at suitable intervals and before driving to the killing 
grounds, the herd washalted and the males of 5 years old or older were 
allowed to escape. Females were never driven, except in a few cases 
where a barren one had hauled up with the bachelors, but I do not 
think in ten thousand females there is one barren. 

The general methods employed under American rule were far su- 

eos perior to those of the Russians, as will be readily un- 
proved manage- ; : 5 5 : 
ment under Ameri- Cerstood from the following facts. 
parecer: When I first visited the seal islandsin 1868 the natives 
were living in semi-subterranean houses built of turf and such pieces of 
driftwood and whale bones as they were able to secure on 
a leaelah) Bees the beach. Their food had been prior to that time in- 
Company.  ~—~—«SUfficient in variety, and was comprised of seal meat 
and a few other articles, furnished in meager quantity 
by the Russian Fur Company. They had no fuel, and depended for heat 
upon the crowding together in their turf houses, sleeping in the dried 
grasses secured upon the islands. Foreed to live under these condi- 
tions they could not of course make progress towards civilization. 
There were no facilities for transporting the skins. They were carried 
on the backs of the natives, entailing great labor and hardship, and by 
reason of these tedious methods the taking of the annual catch was 
extended over a number of months, being a continual source of moles- 
tation to the hauling seals. 
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Very soon after the islands came into the possession of the American 
Government all this was changed. Their underground ; 
earthen lodges were replaced by warm, comfortable ,,Under American 
wooden cottages for each family; fuel, food, and aa 
clothing were furnished them at prices 25 per cent above the 
wholesale price of San Francisco; churches were built and school 
houses maintained for their benefit, and everything done that would 
insure their constant advancement in the way of civilization and ma- 
terial progress. Instead of being mere creatures of the whims of their 
rulers they were placed upon an equal footing with white men, and re- 
ceived by law a stipulated sum for each skin taken. So that about 
$40,000 was annually divided among the inhabitants of the two is- 
lands. In place of the skin-clad natives living in turf lodges which 
J found on arriving on the island in 1869, I left them in 1877 as well 
fed, as well clothed, and as well housed as the people of some of our 
New England villages. They had school facilities, and on Sunday they 
went to service in their pretty Greek church with its tastefully ar- 
ranged interior; they wore the clothing of civilized men and had polish 
on their boots. All these results are directly traceable to the seal 
fisheries and their improved management. 

In addition to this the Alaska Commercial Company, as previously 
stated, had introduced far better facilities, such as 
boats, "horses, mules, and carts, for transporting the 
skins, and improved methods of caring for them, which not only 
greatly reduced the labor required of the natives, "put which, when 
aided by their improved physical condition and the increased number 
of the seals, enabled the company to take their full quota in thirty 
working days in 1877. 

This alone enormously reduced the molestation of the seals on the 
hauling grounds, for in the old Russian days, as previously stated, the 
seals were driven and killed at all times during their presence on the 
island. 

If the seals were as numerous to-day on the Pribilof Islands and the 
manner of driving and killing conducted in the same Rane he see 
manner as during my experience there, one hundred  peulel ander poner 
thousand male seals of from 2 to 4 years of age could Testzictions. 
be taken from the hauling grounds annually ‘for an indefinite period 
without diminution of the seal herd. 

Lam of the opinion that the Pribilof seal herd should be protected 
throughout Bering Sea and also in the North Pacific Me 
Ocean. A zone of 30, 40, or 50 miles about the islands a ee 
in which sealing is pr ‘ohibited would be of little or no 
protection, as the females, during the breeding season, after their pups 
are born, wander at intervals over Bering Sea in search of food. But 
to suppose an impossibility, even if such a zone could protect seal life, it 
would be impossible, on account of the atmosphere being so constantly 
foggy and misty, to prevent vessels from crossing an imaginary line 
drawn at such a distance from and about the Pribilof Islands. 

CHARLES BRYANT. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, this 16th day of April, 1892. 
[L. 8.] SEVELLON A. BROWN. 
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Deposition of Joseph Stanley Brown, geologist in the U. S. Geological Sur- 
vey and special agent of the Treasury. 


HABITS AND ROOKERIES. 


DIsTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Joseph Stanley Brown, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 36 

years of age; ama citizen of the United States; reside 

Appointment as in Mentor, Ohio; am by profession a geologist, and as 
special agent. é y 

such am employed in the U.S. Geological Survey. 

In April, 1891, | was ordered by the honorable the Secretary of the 
Interior, to whose direction the officers of the Geological Survey are 
subject, to report to the honorable the Secretary of the Treasury per- 
sonally for special service. This I did, and on the 27th of that month 
I received from the latter a temporary appointment as special agent. 

On May 41 was given instructions to visit the Pribilof Islands, for 
the purpose of studying the seal life found thereon, 
with a view to procuring full and accurate information, 
not only as to its present general condition, but also more specifically as 
to any increase or diminution of the seal herd that nakes its home upon 
the islands. J was further instructed, should I find that change had oc- 
curred, to inquire carefully into its relative amount and the causes lead- 
ing thereto. My duties were in no way connected with the administra- 
tion of the islands, but I was left free to make as exhaustive and 
comprehensive an examination of seal life on the islands as the time at 
my disposal would permit. 

In accordance with my instructions I proceeded to San Francisco 
and on the 27th day of May sailed for Bering Sea on the 
United States revenue steamer Rush. The Rush ar- 
rived at St. George Island on June 9th and at St. Paul on the following 
day. I entered immediately upon the work assigned me and continued 
it interruptedly until September 22, when the Rush returned to San 
Francisco, arriving there on October 2. 

Of theonehundred and thirty days devoted to field investigation eighty 

Sourcesof informa. Were given to the two islands and. fifty spent at sea in 
tion: making the voyage to and from San Francisco and in 
eruising in the vicinity | of the Pribilof Islands. This cruising carried 
me as far north as the island of St. Matthew and of Nunivak, and gave 
me an opportunity to visit the villages of Akutan, Unalaska, Makushin, 
Hashega, and Chernofsky, on the Aleutian chain. Thus by field inves. 
tigation, by cruising, as well as by seeking information from those 
qualified by their calling to give it, I sought to familiarize myself with 
the seal question in all ‘its phases. 

In the prosecution of my investigations I deemed it desirable to pho- 

tograph all the rookeries often from two positions; to 

or totographedrook- make a general topographic survey of both islands on 
a scale of 1 mile to the inch and to prepare detailed 

charts of the rookeries upon the unusually large scale of 264 feet to the 

See) Ye! Sictands inch. In carrying out this work I examined the entire 
and charts of rooker- Shore lines of St. Paul and St. George, and there is not 
<p an area of a mile square upon either that I have not 
traversed nor a square hundred feet upon a rookery {hat I have not re- 
peatedly inspected. Theclose attention to topographic forms demanded 

Sees in platting rookeries with so much minuteness and the 
a Opportunity forex- Gare required in selecting the best positions to secure 

photographs inevitably drew me in close contact with 
seal life and greatly increased my opportunities to studyit. There was 
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hardly a day in which I did not have a chance to examine the rookeries 
and observe rookery life in its varied forms. In all my work upon 
the islands I was constantly attended by native Aleuts, who assisted 
in transporting my instruments and other impedimenta, Several of 
these could speak air English. Our intim ite daily relations, which ex- 
tended over nearly three months, were under conditions that offered 
neither incentive to secrecy nor to deception, and, while their general 
views on and theory of seal life are to be receiv ed with caution, they 
are keen observers of little details, and from them, their friends, and 
old Russian records on the islands I received many valuable hints of 
a natural-history and historical character. 

This little group of islets, consisting, in the order of their magnitude, 
of St. Paul, St. George, Otter, and Walrus islands, were 
created in the shallow waters of Bering Sea by vole anic 
agency. Outpour upon outpour of basaltic lava gave to St. Paul low- 
lying sea margins which the waves and ice ground into 
bowlders, pebbles, and sand, and distributed into long 
reaches of sandy shore at several points. The island lies to-day, except 
for these minor changes, just as it was created. Cliffs are infrequent 
aud there are from 20 to 25 miles of alternating areas of sand, rocky 
ledges, and bowlder-covered shores that could be made available, did 
an expanding herd demand it, for the uses of the seal. About 37 or 38 
miles to the. southeast lies the second largest of the 
group, St. George, which, though formed in the same 
mmanner as its neighbor, has nevertheless been so modified by orographie 
movement as to form a strong contrast toit topographically. Bold, 
towering cliffs are the rule, low- Jying shores are rare, and it can boast 
of only “about 6 or 8 miles of really satisfactory rookery space along 
the entire sea front. As a natural result St. Paul can and does support 
a far greater seal population than St. George. 

The greatest length of either of these islands would be covered by 12 
miles, while 6 would easily span them at their widest 
part. Otter and Walrus islands, the former about 6 
miles to the southward and the latter about 7 miles to the eastward of 
St. Paul, are mere rocky remnants and now play no 
part as breeding grounds for the seal, and it is ques- , Otter and Walrus 
tionable if they ever did. The islands are far removed 
from other land areas, the nearest point on the Aleutian Archipelago 
lying 200 miles to the southward. 

The meteorologic conditions in these latitudes are such that fogs and 
mists hang so continuously over the land and water as 
to make navigation very uncertain and dangerous. So 4,Meteerelosic con: 
all-enveloping are these vapors that itis often impossi- 
ble to see the shore a quarter of a mile distant, and so fickle are the 
fogs and mists that I ascended Bogasloy, the central cone of the island 
of St. Paul, five times before I could catch a glimpse of the hills imme- 
diately surrounding it, and this, too, when each occasion was. selected 
for its promise of clearness. The temperature of the warm season aver- 
ages about 45° or 50°, and, though no trees grow upon the islands, the 
excessive humidity 1s so favorable for grasses, flowers, and other herb- 
age that they grow with ar apidity and flourish with a luxuriance diffi- 
cult to realize and unknown in the north temperate zone. 

Many explanations have been offered of the seals having selected 
these islands as their home. My observation dees not 
enable ine to state their reason for having done so, but 
the fact remains substantiated by my experince and that of all others 
ot whom inquiries were made that these remote, rock-bound, fog- 


Pribilof Islands. 


St. Paul Island. 


St. George Island. 


Size of islands. 


Home of the fur-seal. 


12 TESTIMONY 


drenched islands are the chosen resort of the fur-bearing seal (Callo- 
rhinus ursinus). The more jagged and irregular the lava fragments that 
cover the shore, the more continuous the drenching they receive from 
the moisture-laden atmosphere, the better the seals seem to like it. 
Neither from personal observation, from inquiries of the natives on the 
islands and the villages of the Aleutian chain, nor from questioning 
seafaring men, who, by opportunity for observation and general intel- 
ligence, were competent to inform me, could I learn of any other land 
area ever having been selected by this herd of fur-seal for its residence 
aud for the perpetuation of its species. 

I learned that fur-seals of the species Callorhinus ursinus do breed 

and haul out at the Commander Islands and Robbin 
and Robb ced Reef, but the statements made to me were unanimous 

that they are a separate herd, the pelt of which is 
readily distinguishable trom that of the Pribilof herd, and that the 
two herds do not intermingle, ; 

As a result of the voleanie origin of the islands their Shores are, with 
few exceptions, either made up of bowlder-strewn 
Java ledges or covered by jagged fragments of basalt 
of all sizes, the sharp edges of which are only slightly worn by the 
Seals’ flippers or more completely rounded by the waves at the water’s 
edge. There are a few true sand beaches; occasional level areas are 
found at the back of the rookeries, ana in some places between the 
rock masses comparatively smooth interspaces occur, but even the 
level portions referred to must be reached by crossing a wide belt of 
bowlders of all sizes that have been pushed landward by the waves 
and by the ice which annually surrounds the islands. It is upon such 
Shores that the seal “rookeries” are located. Of the ruggedness of 
these shores or of the regularity and confusion of the lava blocks 
that cover them it is difficult to form a picture, but it is in a measure 
indicated in the accompanying photographs. 

A rookery thus presents two distinet features structurally, while 

from the standpoint of the seal life thereon there are 

Hee Meol geain the-twe well-recognized divisions of “breeding 

ate grounds” and “hauling grounds.” The word “rook. 

ery” isa general oneandineludesthe specific terms “breeding grounds” 
and “hauling grounds.” 

In general and by preference the more rocky areas are selected by 
the females as “breeding grounds,” and here, of course, the breeding 
bulls are found; while the young,immature males or bachelor seals are 
relegated to the adjacent sandy shores or smoother Spaces at the rear 
of the rookeries for their “hauling grounds.” 

Over these masses of rock the females seramble and stumble during the 
entire breeding season, and in maintaining the control of his household 
the bull dashes here and there, striking repeatedly against the sharp 
edges of the rocks with a force that to the onlooker would seem to 
threaten his life. 

At no time during 1891 was there other than the greatest care exer- 
cised in protecting the breeding grounds from intrusion 
or molestation, precautions being taken that to a novice 
would seem excessive; nor could I find by the most diligent inquiry 
among the natives that there had been any deviation from these rules 
since the American occupancy of the islands, nor during that time had 
there been the killing of a female seal save by the rarest accident. 

The “hauling grounds” of the young bachelors, which is usually 
somewhat removed from the “ breeding grounds,” is the only portion of 
a rookery upon which any intrusion is permitted. 
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An inspection of the general map of St. Paul Island will show that 
there are now existing thereon practically ten rookeries, some of which, 
however, coalesce. 

These rockeries are: Northeast Point, Little Pola- : 
vina, Big Polavina, Lukannon, Ketavie, Reef,Garbotch, pgoKeties on St. 
Lagoon, Tolstoi, Zapadnie. 

Upon the island of St. George it will be seen that 
there are five rookeiies: Great Kast, Little Hast, North, 
Starry Arteel, Zapadnie. 

Shoreward the limit of a breeding rookery is sometimes defined by 
topographic conditions, as in the case of a bluff, but 
the seal life present in any one year upon the breeding 
ground is the true standard for the determination of boundaries. 
Upon the large scale charts A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K, will be 
seen the approximate areas occupied as “breeding grounds” in 1891, 
as observed by me, while the areas for certain previous years have been 
indicated by other observers. 

The area of a “hauling ground” is an ever-changing quantity, but 
the locality at which bachelor seals hauled in 1891 and the approximate 
areas hauled over is also indicated on the charts. 

The seals which make their home upon the Pribilof Islands are 
readily thrown into five general groups. (1) The breed- 
ing males orbulls. (2) Thebreedingfemales. (3) The ,, es: fve sroups 
immature males or bachelor seals. (4) Virgin females, 
and (5) The pups. Each has its own time of arrival, each its separate 
career on the islands, and each its season for the annual expedition into 
the Pacific Ocean. 

The records kept upon the islands concerning the arrival of seals 
show that in the last days of April or first days of May 
the bulls begin to make their appearance. The first 
arrival on St. Paulin 1871 was on May 4, in 1890 on April 26. In the 
year 1876 the unusual fact appears in the record that a large number of 
bulls were in the waters about the island on February 15. About one 
month after the arrival of the bulls or in the first days 
of June the females begin toappear. In 1891 the max- 
imum of daily arrivals was reached from June 24 to 28, Between the 
arrivals of bulls and females but rather closely follow- 
ing the bulls, come the bachelors; those immature young ,,Atval of bache- 
males which furnish the skins of commerce. The na- 
tives after the long winter are eager for fresh meat and it is usually 
possible to make drives of them for food not later than May 15, and 
sometimes from a week to ten days earlier. 

The time of the arrival of the virgin cows is not easy to determine, 
but from my observation my present conclusion is that ps 
they arrive with the cows and for a while spend their ,Attival of virgin 
time in the water or on the land adjacent to the rookery 
margin. 

The birth of the pups is nearly synchronous with 
the arrival of the mothers. 

Upon reaching the islands in early June I found that the bulls, in 
accordance with their habit had not only preémpted 
their claims upon the breeding grounds but were well 
established in their possession. Being polygamous each bull seeks to 
gather around himself as many cows as possible to form 
what has appropriately been called his “harem.” Here 
and there at wide intervals a few-cows were already to be seen beside 
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them but at no time during the season were tne rookeries free from the 
contention of the males that sought by coaxing or theft to procure females 
with which to increase their harems, and from the time I landed until the 
close of July no master of a harem abandoned his position to procure 
either food or water. These bulls during the breeding season were the 
embodiment of ferocity and at no time did I see one of them that would 
not instantly and fiercely resist any encroachment upon his territory 
whether it were made by his neighbor or byman. Atnotime would a bull 
fail to scramble across the rocks or course rapidly around his harem to 
coerce a rebellious or deserting consort. The creature that can exist 
without nourishment for eighty or ninety days while 
subject to the greatest physical exertion and strain 
must possess a vitality unsurpassed by any other member of the ani 
mal kingdom and must. bequeath to its offspring even in their imma- 
turity an unusual capacity for endurance. 

From my observation as to the vitality of male seals I believe that it 
is difficult to determine with absolute accuracy the capacity of the bull 
for rookery service, as it must in large measure depend upon the per- 
sonal equation of the individual, but [ am nevertheless of the opinion 
that a conservative estimate would be that he could serve without dif- 
ficulty at least one cow per day during his stay upon the rookery. Pos- 
sibly the best results would not be ac shieved thereby, but this capacity 
taken in connection with the fact that young males persistently seek 
their opportunities upon the rookery margins and at the water’s edge 
during the entire season leaves no doubt in my mind that no br eeding 
female leaves the island unimpregnated. This view is further borne 
out by the fact thatin the first days of rookery life I repeatedly counted 
groups of female seals by the side of each of which lay her pup. 

The number of females which a bull is able to gather around him to 
form his harem, depending as it does in some measure 
upon topographic conditions, may be represented by the 
extremes of one and seventy-five. The average number 
of last year was about twenty or twenty-five. Unusually large harems 
were infrequent. 

The abundance ef male life for service upon the rookeries was evi- 
denced by the number of young bulls which continually sought lodg- 
ment upon the breeding grounds. 

It is highly improbable that the rookeries have ever sustained any 
injury from insufficient service on the part of the males, 
for any male that did not possess sufficient vitality for 
sustained potency would inevitably be deprived of his 
harem by either his neighbor or some lusty young aspirant, and this 
dispossession would be rendered the more certain by the disloyalty of 
his consorts. 

Pelagic coition I believe to be impossible. The process upon land 
by reason of the formation of the genital organs is that 
of a mammal; is violent in character, and consumes from 
five to eight minutes. The relative sizes of the male 
and female are so disproportionate that coitus in the water would iney- 
itably submerge the female and require that she remain under water 
longer than would be possible to such an amphibian. I have sat upon 
the cliffs for hours and watched seals beneath me at play in the clear 
water. It is true that many of their antics might be mistaken for copu- 
lation by a careless observer, and this may have g viven rise to the theory 
of pelagic coition. I have never seen a case ‘of the many observed 
which upon the facts could properly be so construed. 
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When the season is over the bulls, now reduced in weight, find their 
way to the sea for recuperation. 

My observation has been that the female seal, prompted by the mater- 
nal instinct, lands, chooses by preference the rocky 
shore, and is permitted a certain amount of freedom in 
going her way until just the place most to her liking is found, but when 
once parturition is completed she then, being of necessity tied to the 
spot, becomes subject to the control of the male, which control is exer- 
cised with rigor. Should the point of access to a rookery be through 
a break in the cliff that offers only a steep incline the chances are the 
bulls located near will be favored by large harems. 

From the frequeney with which I saw females select a flat stone over 
the edge‘of which the posterior portion of the body could hang previ- 
ous to “delivery, suggests an explanation of why the rocky margins are 
preferred to the sandy shores. It is not possible to determine how 
soon afterthe arrival of the mother the pup is born, for she may have 
been in the water adjacent to the island several days before finding it 
necessary to come ashore. But the accouchement follows quickly upon 
the landing. Very soon thereafter the females receive the males, and 
there is no doubt but that the master of the harem has knowledge of 
the female’s condition as regards pregnancy, for while some of his con- 
sorts, the latest arrivals, are jealously euarded, others are permitted 
greater freedom. 

For the first few days, and possibly for a week or even ten days, the 
female is able to nourish her young or offspring, but 
she is soon compelled to seek the sea for food, that her Nourishment of 
voracious young feeder may be properly nourished, and i 
this seems to be permitted on the part of the male, even Rees under 
protestation. The whole physical economy of the seal seems to be ar- 
ranged for alternate feasting and fasting, and it is probable thatin the 
early days of its life the young seal might be amply nourished by such 
milk as its mother might be able to furnish without herself resorting to 
the sea for food. 

The female gives birth to but a single pup. The labor is of short 
duration, and seems not to produce great pain. In the 
first weeks of its life the pup does not seem to recognize Bat onepur born at 
its mother, but the latter will recognize and select 
her offspring among hundreds. 

The young on being born have all the appearance of pups of a New- 
foundland dog with flippers. On emerging from their 
warm resting- place into the chill air they utter a plain- 
tive bleat not unlike that of a young lamb. The mother fondles them 
with many demonstrations of affection, and they begin nursing soon 
after birth. 

Were not the seals in their organs of reproduction, as well as in all 
the incidents of procreation, essentially land animals, 
the fact that the placenta remains attached to the 
pup by the umbilical cord for twenty-four hours or even 
more after birth, would show the impossibility of aquatic — Pelagic birth im- 
birth. I have seen pups dragging the caul over the ?°"' 
ground on the third day after birth. Even could the pup stand the 
buffeting of the waves it would not survive such an anchor. No pup 
could be born in the water and live. Doubtless the habits of the sea- 
otter have become confused with those of the fur seal. 
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The pup during the first months of its life is not amphibious. It 
does not even use its flippers as the maturer seals. 
Pup during first It moves in a gait more like going on “all fours,” 
months not amphibi- . rote . 
ous. while the adult seal moves by drawing up the hind 
quarters as a whole and then. throwing itself for- 
ward its own length. 

The young seals require the nourishing care of their mother for at 

Fo niice Cunaenen least four months, and pups have been killed on the 
care for first four island Jate in November the stomachs of which were 
manghs- filled with milk. 

By the middle of July the mothers were going constantly back and 
forth to sea; the pups, left more to themselves, collected 
in groups—“‘pods,” as they are called—and by the last of 
July they worked their way down to the shore and began learning to 
swim. 

The pups are afraid of the water; they have to learn to swim by re- 
peated effort, and even when able to maintain them- 
selves in the quiet waters will rush in frantie and 
ludicrous haste away from an approaching wave. Ihave taken pups 
two or three weeks old and carried them out into still water, and they 
awkwardly but in terror rapidly floundered toward the shore, although 
they could have escaped me by going in the other direction. In three 
trials, paddling in all about 60 feet, the pups became so exhausted 
that they would have been drowned had I not rescued them. If the 
pups when collected in groups or pods near the shore were to be over- 
taken by even a moderate surf they would be drowned, and such acei- 
dents to them do occur on the island before they have entirely mas- 
tered the art of swimming. 

The latter steps in the history of rookery life all facilitate, if indeed 

Ba they do not play an important part in, the disorgani- 

roa sorganization of zation of the harem system. Just as soon as the pup 

has reached the age of forming pods and making little 

excursions hither and thither, the bull’s authority diminishes, for his 

control over the mother is lost in the presence of the bleat of the hun- 
gry offspring. 

Up to the 20th of July the breeding grounds present a compact, 
orderly arrangement of harems, but under the combined influence of 
the completion of the serving of the females and the wandering of the 
pups, disintegration begun at that date rapidly progresses. It is at 
this time that the virgin cows of 2 years of age, or not older than 
3, mingle more freely with the females and probably enter the mater- 
nal ranks, for the unsuccessful males and maturer bachelors, no longer 
deterred by the old males, also freely wander over the breeding 
grounds. 

While the breeding grounds have been left undisturbed to their own 
career, the hauling grounds have alternately been the 
scene of drives for the purpose of killing. The imma- 
ture bachelors form the bulk of the seals that haul out upon these 
grounds, and of them only the 3 and 4 year olds are taken for their 
skins. 

The only seals killed for their peltS are those immature males that 
haul out upon the hauling grounds remote from the breeding grounds, 

and the handling of them causes no disturbance to the 
my qe ture breeding females. The number of bachelors permitted 
to be taken in any one season is entirely within the 
control of the Treasury Department, which control has been exercised 
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during the past two years for the enormous reduction of the annual 
quota. 

There are certain physical as well as historical sources of information 
upon the island from which the relation of the present 
to the past condition of the rookeries can be very clearly ,," resent appearance 
made out. a 

I. Not only upon, but immediately to the rear of, the area at present 
occupied by the breeding seals occur fragments of 
basalt whose angles have been rounded and polished 
by the flippers of seals. Among these latter rocks grass is found grow- 
ing to an extent proportionate to their distances from the present breed- 
ing grounds, and further the soil shows no recent disturbance by the 
seals. This rounding of the bowlders of the abandoned areas was not 
due to the impingement of sand grass driven by the wind. No geolo- 
gist would be willing to risk his reputation by asserting that this round- 
ing came from any such agency. The distinction between the result 
of sand blast action and seals’ flippers is very marked. 

Il. A careful examination among the roots of the grass will often 
show the former presence of seal by the peculiar appearance of the soil, 
due to the excrementa of the seal and the occurrence of a thin mat of 
seal hair. The attention of Dr. George M. Dawson was called to such 
a felt of hair upon the summit of Hutchinson Hill, and both he and 
Dr. C. Hart Merriam collected specimens of it from among the grass 
roots at that locality. 

Il. At the rear of the rookeries there is usually an area of mixed 
vegetation—an area the boundary of which is sharply defined, and be- 
tween which and the present breeding grounds occurs a zone of grass 
of only a single variety. In the immediate vicinity of the present breed- 
ing grounds only scanty bunches are to be seen. These gradually 
coalesce as the line of mixed vegetation is approached. The. explana- 
tion of this is that the seals were formerly so abundant as to destroy 
the normal mixed vegetation at the rear of the breeding grounds, and 
that the decrease of the seals has been followed by the encroachment 
of the uniform variety of grass. 

IV. The statements made to me by competent observers who have 
lived upon the islands for years all agree that the 
shrinkage in the breeding area has been rapid during ,,,Decresse im breed- 
the past five or Six years. i 

V. After observing the habits of seals for a season, I unhesitatingly 
assert that to satisfactorily account for the disturbance to vegetable 
life over areas whose extent is visible even ‘to the most careless and 
prejudiced of observers would require the presence of from two to three 
times the amount of seal life which is now to be found upon the islands. 

That there has been enormous decrease in the seals 
there can be no question. 

in studying the causes of diminution of seal life there were found a 
variety of actual and possible sources of destruction 
which are effective in varying degrees. Fortunately 
the most important of these sources were directly under my observation 
and the following facts presented themselves for consideration. 

I. The restrictions upon the molestation of the breeding grounds and 
upon the killing of females has been imperative both on the part of the 
Government and lessees since the American ownership of the islands, 
so that in the taking of seals no injury could possibly have occurred to 
the females and bulls found thereon. 


2716—VOL IL 


Grass patches. 


Decrease. 


Causes of decrease. 


18 - TESTIMONY 


II. The seal being polygamous in habit, each male being able to pro- 
vide for a harem averaging twenty or thirty members, and the propor- 
tion of male to female born being equal, there must inevitably be left a 
reserve of young immature males the death of a certain proportion of 
which could not in any way affect the annual supply coming from the 
breeding grounds. These conditions existing, the Government has per- 
mitted the taking with three exceptions up to 1890 of a quota of about 
100,000 of these young male seals annually. When the abundance of 
seal life, as evidenced by the areas formerly occupied by seals, is consid- 
ered I do not believe that this could account for or play any appreci- 
able part in the diminution of the herd. 

Ill. The statistics which I have examined, as well as all the inquiries 

made, show that in the raids upon the rookeries them- 

injan’ tom. ''Y® selves by marauders the loss of seal life has been too 

unimportant to play any part in the destruction of the 

breeding grounds. ‘The inhospitable shores, the exposure of the islands 

to surf, the unfavorable climatic conditions, as well as the presence of 

the natives and white men, will always prevent raids upon the islands 
from ever being frequent or effective. 

Te. tor some years past the natives were permitted to kill in the 
fall a few thousand male pups for food. Such killing 
has been prohibited. It is not apparent how the kill: 
ing of male pups could have decreased the number of females on the 
breeding grounds. 

V. From my knowledge of the vitality of seals I do not believe any 
injury ever occurred to the reproductive powers of the 
male seals from redriving that would retard the in- 
crease of the herd, and that the driving of 1890 necessary to secure 
about 22,000 skins could not have caused nor played any important 
part in the decrease that was apparent on every hand last year. 

VI. From my observations and my inquiries of the natives, under 
conditions which were calcwlated to elicit only truthful replies, I ascer- 
tained that there had been no change save for the 
better in the methods of driving or the handling of 
seals; that salt houses had been established at the more distant rooker- 
ies; that boats, horses, mules, and wagons had been employed to trans- 
port the skins; that by these improvements the length of the drives 
had been materially lessened, and that the time for taking the quota 
had been reduced from the Russian killing season of three or four 
months to about thirty days, thereby causing the minimum of disturb- 
ance even to the hauling grounds. 

VII. I ascertained by questioning those who had had years of con- 
tinuous experience with the seals that up to the year 
1882 there was an annual expansion of the boundaries 
of the breeding grounds; that this was followed by a period of stag- 

Decrease since hation, which in turn was followed by a marked de- 
Bosve su cadence from about 1885~86 down to the present 
time. 

VII. In the latter part ot July, 1891, my attention was called to a 
source of waste, the efficiency of which was most startlingly illustrated. 
In my conversations with the natives I had learned that dead pups had 
been seen upon the rookeries in the past few years in such numbers as 
to cause much concern. By the middle of July they 
pointed out tome here and there dead pups and others 
so weak and emaciated that their death was but a matter of a few days. 
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By the time the British commissioners arrived the dead pups were in 
sufficient abundance to attract their attention, and they are, I believe, 
under the impression that they first discovered them. I procured a 
number of these pups, and Dr, Akerly, at my request, made autopsies, 
not only at the village, but later on upon the rookeries theinselves. 
The lungs of these dead pups floated in water. There 
‘was no organic disease of heart, liver, lungs, stomach, 
or alimentary canal. In the latter there was but little and often no 
fecal matter and the stomach was entirely empty. Pups in the last 
stage of emaciation were seen by me upon the rockeries, and their 
condition as well as that of the dead ones left no room to doubt that 
their death was caused by starvation. By the latter 
part of August deaths were rare, the mortality having 
practic: uly ceased. An examination of the warning lists of the com- 
bined fleets of British and American cruisers will show that before the 
middle of August the last sealing schooner was sent out of Berin® Sea. 
These vessels had entered the sea about July 1 and had done much 
effective work by July 15. The mortality among the pups and its ces- 
sation is synchronous with the sealing fleet’s arrival and departure 
from Bering Sea. 

There are several of the rookeries upon which level areas are so dis- 
posed as to be seen by the eye at a glance. In September Dr. Akerly 
and I walked directly across the rookery of Tolstoi, 
St. Paul, and in addition to the dead pups in sight 
they lay in groups of from three to a dozen among the obscuring rocks 
on the hillside. From a careful examination of every rookery upon the 
two islands made by me in August and September, I place the mini- 
mum estimate of the dead pups to be 15,000, and that 
some number between that and 30,000 would represent 
more nearly a true statement of the facts. 

Upon examining the Bering Sea catch for 1891, as based upon the 
records of the Victoria custom-house, Lascertained that 
nearly 30,000 seals had been taken by the British fleet 90 bY vessels in 
alone in Bering Sea during the summer of 1891. When 
there is added 1 to this the catch of the American vessels, the dead pups 
upon the rockeries, and allowances made for those that 
are killed and not recovered we have a catch which 
will not only nearly reach in numbers the quota of male seals allowed 
to be taken upon the islands in years gone by, but we have a cateh in 
the securing of which destruction has fallen most heavily upon the pro- 
ducing females. This is borne out by a further fact. The young bach- 
elor seals can lie idly on the hauling grounds and 
through the peculiarities of their physical economy sus-_,,.y0S° Be@vly en fe 
tain life with a small supply of food, but the cows must 
range the ocean insearch of nourishment that they may meet the demands 
made upon them by their young. That seals go a great distance from 
the islands I know trom personal observation, for we saw them 120 miles 
to the northward of the island on the way to Nunivak. That the females 
outnumber the males ten to one is well known, other- 
wise the hauling grounds would present such an array 
_ of killable seal that there would be no necessity for the Government to 
suspend the annual quota. It inevitably follows that the females are 
the class most preyed upon in Bering Sea. No elass of animals which 
bring forth but a single offspring annually can long sustain itself against 
the destruction of the producers. 

As a result of my investigations | believe that the destruction of fe- 
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males was carried to the point in about 1885 where the birth rate could 

: not keep up the necessary supply of mothers, and that 
Depletion of rook- Sores mee J 7 . 

eries due to destruc. the equilibrium being once destroyed and the drain upon 

tion of mother seals. the producing class increasing from year to year from 

that date’ the present depleted condition of the rookeries has resulted 

directly therefrom. 

JOSEPH STANLEY BROWN. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, this 9th day of May, i892. 
[L. 8.] SEVELLON A. BROWN. 


Deposition of Joseph Stanley Brown, geologist in U. 8. Geological Sur- 
vey, and special agent of Treasury. 


. VERIFICATION OF ROOKERY CHARTS. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Joseph Stanley Brown, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
36 years of age and a citizen of the United States; my residence is at 
Mentor, Ohio; my occupation a geologist, in which capacity I amem- 

PribilofIslandsand Dloyed in the U.S. Geological Survey. — In April, 1891, 
seal life thereon. Ex- I was ordered to report to the Secretary of the Treas- 
eae ury, which I did, and received from him a temporary 
appointment as special Treasury agent. I visited the Pribilof Islands 
and made a careful examination of the same and of the condition of 
seal life thereon. I arrived on the islands June 9, 1891, and remained 

: there until September 10, 1891. I made a survey of 
muloby in, 7 '’ said islands and also of the seal rookeries on both of 

said islands. The charts signed by me and marked A, 
B, C, D, E, F, G, H, 1, J, and K were made by me during said survey 
of said rookeries and represent the grounds covered by the same. The 
gray color on said charts so signed by me, and the red color on the re- 
prints of the same, represent the places occupied by breeding seals in 
1891, which said spaces were covered by groups of said seals. The 
white spaces on said original charts, as explained by legend on re- 
prints, represent the grounds over which seals have at various times 
hauled, as is plainly indicated by the condition of said areas. 

JOSEPH STANLEY BROWN. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me, a notary public, in and for the 
District of Columbia, this 10th day of May, 1892. 
[L. 8.] SEVELLON A. BROWN. 


Deposition of Stephen N. Buynitsky, Treasury agent in charge of the Pri- 
bilof Islands. ; 


HABITS AND ROOKERIES IN 187072. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Stephen N. Buynitsky, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a 
Russian by birth and am 60 years of age. I graduated from the Impe- 
rial Lyceum at St. Petersburg, an institution for the 
nobility. Am now a resident of the city of Washing- 
ton. I was detailed by the United States Treasury Department to 
take charge of St. George Island in Bering Sea during the sun- 
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mer of 1870; I returned to the United States in the fall of that 
year. The following season [ was appointed to take charge of 
both St. Paul and St. George islands. I arrived at the islands in 
July, 1871, and remained there till the latter part of April, 1872. Dur- 
ing my stay on the islands I made careful examination into the 
habits and nature of the seal and also read and studied the records 
‘left by the Russian Government in relation to the Pribilof Islands. 
The full grown male seals commence to appear about 
the islands during the latter part of April or first of 
May. They come from the southeast through the passes between the 
Aleutian Islands. The bulls, as these seals are valled, do not immedi- 
ately land, but swim about surveying the coast; finally, they,come on 
shore at the breeding rookeries, invariably selecting a shore covered 
with bowlders and avoiding sand beaches, for the reason, I believe, that 
when the pups are born on these rookeries they may not be swept 
away by the surf. I believe also that a bull comes back to the same 
rookery every season; this belief was formed from information I re- 
ceived from several of the natives of the islands, who told me that they. 
had at one time cut the ears of some pups so that they could be readily 
distinguished; that when the pups were grown they had noticed each 
one on a particular rookery, and that in the years following the rook- 
ery had the same occupant. 

The female seals begin to arrive the latter part of May, going di- 
rectly to the breeding rookeries. The young male 
seals from 1 to5 years of age, called *‘ bachelors,” come 
about the same time as the females, but do not goonto Bachelors. 
the breeding rookeries, evidently fearing the old bulls. These bachelors 
haul up by themselves on narrow places along the shore left between 
the breeding rookeries, and from these points proceed inland much 
farther than the breeding rookeries. The seals killed on the islands 
for their skins are these bachelors, those of from 2 to4 4... 

2 5 nly bachelors 
years old being carefully selected. Under no cireum- killea. 
stances is a female seal killed. Ina “drive” the natives 
drive the seals from the hauling grounds a little way, — Driving. 
separate the young killable males, and allow the re- 
mainder to return to the water or the hauling grounds. Then these 
young males so selected are driven to the killing grounds and there 
dispatched with clubs. During the entire time I was on the islands I 
never saw a single seal killed by overdriving. 

At the time I was on the islands I do notthink there were any fish at all 
within 3 miles of the islands, and that the seals to feed ; 
had to go farther than that from Jand. This beliefis fo Sst within 3 
founded on statements made me by natives on the 

islands, and also from the fact that fresh fish were seldom eaten upon 

the islands. Very soon after a female lands she gives birth to a pup. 

I think that she never gives birth to more than one, 
ups born on is- 

and that she only suckles her own pup. During the anas. 

two sealing seasons I was on the islands I only saw a 

very few dead pups, and these had been killed by Dead pups. 

the larger seals crushing them. I have never seen a 

pup that was starved to death, or which had been abandoned by its 

mother. A pup is at least a month old before it learns to swim. Be- 

fore that it not only can not swim, but is afraid of the water. Ifa pup 

Should be born in the water it would unquestionably ean 

be drowned; but I believe that it is an absolute im- ,tggie birth im 

possibility for successful birth to take place in the water, 

for the reason that the mother would die of exhaustion before or while 
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bringing forth her young. There were, while I was on the islands, 
stringent rules enforced on the islands as to the use of firearms, making 
noises, approaching - the rookeries, ete. In fact every precaution was 
taken that the seals on the islands might not be frightened. Because 
of the manner of killing seals on the islands, the precautions taken to 
kill only males of from 2 to 5 years, and the careful 
jimitation of the numbers taken, I am fully convinced 
that the taking of seals on the Pribilof Islands could 
never affect the numbers of the seal herd or deplete the rookeries. In 
my judgment pelagic seal hunting should be absolutely 
Prohibition of pe- prohibited both in Bering Sea and the North Pacific. 
asic sealing neces Tn case there is not such prohibition the Pribilof seal 
herd will be either exterminated in a very short time or 
else the few which escape from the indiscriminate slaughter of pelagic 
hunters will be driven from the Pribilof Islands. 
STEPHEN N. BUYNITSKY. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 28th day of March, 1892. 


ee. 8. | SEVELLON A. BRowN, 
Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, U. S.A. 


Decrease, none by 
killing on islands. 


Deposition of William Healey Dall, biologist and paleontologist in U.S. 
Geological Survey. 


PELAGIC SEALING AND PRIBILOF ROOKERIES. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

William Healey Dall, of Washington, aforesaid, being duly sworn, 
deposes and says: That in connection with my scien- 
tific studies at Cambridge, Mass., I devoted nearly three 
years to the study of biology, anatomy, and medicine; that since 
completing my studies with Prof. Louis Agassiz at Cambridge, in the 
year 1863, I have been engaged in scientific work, and am now a 

Visited Alaska ana Paleontologist in the U.S. Geological Survey. I first 
Sering Sea in 1865, visited Bering Sea in tlie summer of 1865 as a member 
ise: of the scientific corps of the Western Union Telegraph 
expedition. Visited the Aleutian Islands and went to St. Michael, 
passing near the Pribilof group. In the spring of 1866 again went 
to northern Alaska, in the same capacity, and remained there until the 
fall of 1868. In 1867 the aforesaid expedition was abandoned, but I 
remained in the country in order to continue my scientific investiga- 
tions, wintering on the mainland. In the fall of 1868 I made my way 
back to San Francisco on the schooner Francis Steele, owned by the 
Pioneer American Fur Company, which had a station 
at St. George Island, where we stopped on our way 
south, and thus gave me a chance to observe seal lile 
for several weeks. In 1871 I joined the U. 8. Coast and Geodetic Sur- 

vey for the purpose of carrying out a proposed survey 

pdt Aleutian Islands of the Aleutian chain of islands. I was thus engaged 

from the summer of 1571 to the end of the season of 

1874, and during the winter of 1871/72 wintered at Unalaska. During 

this period had opportunity to familiarize myself with aquatic seal lite, 

_ and in 1874 made a reconnoissance survey of the Pribi- 

Lourvey et Pribilo! Jof Islands, which afforded me an additional opportu- 
nity to observe seal life on the rookeries, 
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In 1880 I again visited all my former stations about and in Bering 
Sea for the purpose of obtaining magnetic observations. 

This was my last opportunity to examine the rookeries. Hee Creer ia 
As a result of the above experience I would further 

state the following facts: During my visit to St. George Island in 1868, 
before referred to, this vast territory of Alaska had just fallen into the 
possession of the United States, and the Government 
had not yet fairly established more than the begin- 
ning of an organization for its management, as a whole, without 
mentioning such details as the Pribilof Islands. In consequence of 
this state of affairs, private enterprise in the form of companies deal- 
ing in furs had established numerous sealing stations on the islands 
during 1868. During my stay, except on a single occasion, the driving 
from the hauling erounds, the killing and skinning was done by the 
natives in the same manner as when under Russian rule, each com- 
peting party paying them so much per skin for their labor i in taking 
them. Despite the very bitter and more or less unscrupulous com- 
petition among the various parties, all recognized the importance of 
preserving the industry and protecting the breeding grounds from 
molestation, and for the most part were guided by. this conviction. 

In 1880 I found the rookeries full, and — in my opinion there were as 
many seals on the islands as at any time during my ex- 4, son SARE SM 
perience. [f have never known of a pup being born ing praanas! Ganesan 
or of hauling grounds existing anywhere along the Pribilof Islands. 
Alaskan coast or in the islands adjacent thereto, except the Pribilof 
Islands. I have heard stories and traditions to that effect, but I have 
never known of their being substantiated. 

From my knowledge of natural history and from my observations of 
seal life I am of the opinion that it would be impossible for the young 
seals to be brought forth and kept alive in the water. 

When it is the habit of an animal to give birth to its PT aie ae 
young upon the land it is contrary to biologic teach- 

ing and common sense to suppose they could successfully bring them 
forth in the water. It does not seem to me at all likely ‘that a 
mother would suckle any pup other than her own, for I have repeatedly 
seen a female select one pup from a large group and pay no attention 
to the solicitations of others. Pups require the nourishment from their 
mothers for at least three to four months after their birth, and would 
perish if deprived of the same. There were not in 1880 sufficient 
dead pups seattered over the rookeries to attract atten- 
tion or to form a feature on the rookery. A pup when 
first born can not sustain itself in the water and would unquestionably 
perish. 

The Pribilof Islands are the chosen home of the fur-seal (Callorhinus 
ursinus). Upon these islands they are born; there Re 
they first learn to swim and more than half of their ,, (x puo(isands, the 
life is spent upon them and in the waters adjacent 
thereto. Here they give birth to their young, breed, nurse their pups, 
and go to and come from their feeding grounds, which may be miles 
distant from the islands. Ihave seen seals in the waters of Bering 
Sea distant 100 miles or more from the islands at various times be- 
tween the first of July and October. These seals were doubtless in 
search of food, which consists, according to my obser- 

ration, of fish, squid, crustaceans, and even mollusks. 
Upon the approach of winter the seals leave their home, influenced 
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doubtless by the severity of the climate and decrease in the food supply. 
They go southward, making their way through the 
passes of the Aleutian chain. In latitude 50° or 
thereabouts, extending across the Pacific east and west, is a warm cur- 
rent of about 70 or 80 miles in breadth; in this warm water are found 
fish and crustaceans. This current sets eastward and is somewhat 
quickened at the approach of spring in harmony with the monsoons of 
its place of origin. In the spring and fall I have seen seals in these 
warmer waters, but in August, when I once crossed the current, they 
were absent. Undoubtedly the seals find there agreeable temperature 
and sufficient food supply, and, following the eastward set of the cur- 
rent and the migrations of the fish, find their way to the western coast 
of the United States and, thence turn northward being influenced by 
the bountiful food supply ‘alon g¢ the northwest coast, and finally by that 
route return to their home upon the Pribilof Islands. 

Ihave had ample opportunity to form an opinion in regard to the 

effect upon the herd of the killing of female seals. The 
of Killing female brings forth a single ofispring e annually, and 

hence the repair of the loss by death is not rapid. It 
is evident that the injury to the herd from the killing of a single female, 
that is, the producer, is far greater than from the “death of a male, as 
the seal is polygamous i in habit. The danger to the herd therefore is just 
in proportion to the destruction of female life. Killing in the open 
waters is peculiarly destructive to this animal. No 
discrimination of sex in the water is possible, the secur- 
ing of the prey when killed is under the best of circum- 
stances uncertain, and as the period of gestation is at least eleven 
mouths, and of nursing three or four months, the death of a female at 
any time means the destruction of two, herself and the foetus, or when 
nursing of three, herself, the nursing pup, and the foetus. All killing 
of females is a menace to the herd, and as soon as such killing reaches 
the point, as it inevitably must if permitted to continue, where the 
annual increase will not make good the yearly loss, then the destruction 
of the herd will be equally rapid and certain, regarded from a commer- 
cial standpoint, though a few individuals might survive. 

Upon the amount of protection depends the safety of the seal herd in 
the future. If protected only upon the Pribilof Islands extermination 
will be rapid; if they are protected upon the islands and in the waters 
of Bering Sea also the decrease will be slower, but ultimate extinction 
will probably follow. To preserve them completely it 
is necessary that they should be protected in all waters, 
which they frequent at all times. Killing upon land 

can be regulated and interference with the females rigidly prohibited, 
but all killing at sea is indiscriminate and uncontrollable, and hence 
fatal in its consequences if carried on to any serious extent. Regarded 
as a factor in the world’s commerce, extinction means, and is here used 
to mean, a diminution so great that the catch would not pay for hunt- 
ing, without reference to the fact that a few scattered individuals may 
long survive the general mass. 


Migration. 
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killing. 
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Wm. H. DALL. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[dass JOHN J. MALONE, 
Notary Public, D. C. 
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Deposition of C. L. Fowler, Assistant Agent of the lessees on the Pribilof 
Islands. 


HABITS PELAGIC SEALING 


ALASKA, U.S. A., 
St. Paul Island, Pribilof Group, ss: 

C. L. Fowler, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 46 years of 
age, and was born at Stoneham, Mass. I have been a resident of the 
Pribilof [slands most of the time since 1879. My occupation is that of 
assistant agent of the lessees of the islands. I have 
had eight years’ experience on the sealing fields of St. Experience. 
Paul and St. George islands, and I have a practical 
knowledge of the habits of the fur-seal while on the islands, and of the 
methods used in taking and preparing the skins for 
shipment. The bull seals arrive on the islands from 
the latter part of April to June 15, and most all of them 
leave in August and September, and I have seen a few 
as late as October. The cows come to the islands be- 
tween June 1 and July 20, and commence leaving in  “A?v4l of cows. 
October, and but few are found on the islands as late at 
as December, unless it should be a mild winter. The  Msration of cows. 
young male seals from 2 to 5 years old come in May 
or June, and haul out by themselves; the older ones — Arrival of young 
usually come first, and they remain on or about the ees 
islands until the inclemency of the weather compels 
them to leave, which is usually late in the fall or early eiieration Ob yoaae 
winter. Occasionally some remain till late in January." 
The pups are born soon after the cows arrive, and re- 
main until October and November, and when they re- 
turn, the following season, do not stay on land much of the time. 

The killing season for skins takes place in June and J uly, and none 
but males are killed, and it is seldom that the cows 
are ever in the drives at this time of the year. Should Eling season. 
a cow happen to get into one of the drives she is care- 
fully separated from the rest, and permitted to go to Only males killed. 
the water. Later in the season, when food drives are 
being made, and the harems are broken up, a small No females killed. 
number of cows are in the drives, but none are killed 
unless by accident. The natives who make the drives are very partic- 
ular on this point, and nothing offends them quicker than to have a 
female seal killed, They are very careful in handling the seals, and 
seem to fully appreciate the necessity of preserving the seals as well as 
the laws relating to that subject. I never saw any j 
impotent bulls on the rookeries, and do not believe X° potent bulls. 
there ever was any, unless it was the result of age; nor 
do I believe that young male seals were ever rendered 4X? iury from 
impotent by driving. There has always been a plenty of 
bulls on the rookeries for breeding purposes ever since 
I have been on the islands. Seals have decreased in 
numbers very rapidlyin the last few years, and to any- 
one who saw the breeding rookeries, as I did, in 1880, 
the change is most wonderful. The flesh of the fur seal is used for 
food by the natives and white men on the islands, and 
is relished by them. I have never known of any sick- 
ness or epidemic among the seals, and I am of the yo sickness amone 
opimion that the thousands of dead pups on the rook- seals. 
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eries last year died of starvation on account of their mothers being 
ZY shot and killed while feeding at the fishing banks in 

Pups dying of star- : 
vation. ~ the sea. 

I was present last year and saw'some of the dead pups examined. 
Their stomachs were empty, and they presented all the appearances of 
starvation. LIalso noticed on the rookeries a great many emaciated 
pups, which, on a later visit, would be dead. It has always been the 
practice prior to 1891 for the natives to kill three to four thousand pups 
in November for food, and we always find their stomachs filled with 
milk. I have also observed that the male seals killed soon after they 

come to the islands are fat and their stomachs filled 

taehetors do net with food, while those killed in the latter part of the 
season are poor and Jean and without food in their 

stomachs. It was on the breeding rookeries and among the cows that 
I first began to notice the decrease in seal life, and I 

foe Se Oe ene, Go not think there was more than one-fourth as many 
: cows on the breeding rookeries in 1891 that there was 

in 1887. And I know of no other cause for the decrease than that of the 

Pelagic sealing the killing of the cows at sea by the pelagic hunters, which 
cause. J believe must be prohibited if the Alaskan fur-seal is 
to be saved from total destruction. 


feed. 


C. L. FOWLER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to admin- 
ister oaths under section 1976, Revised Statutes of the United States, 
this 8th day of June, 1892, at St. Paul Island, Alaska. 

Wm. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury Agent in charge of Seal Islands. 


Deposition of J. M. Hays, master mariner in employ of lessees of Pribilof 
Islands. 


ROOKERIES AND PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Capt. J. M. Hays, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside in 
San Francisco, and am by occupation master of a ves- 
Experience. sel. Have been in the employ of the Alaska Commer- 
cial Company since 1881, and in the discharge of my 
duties have visited annually, with one exception, the differ ent trading 
posts on the islands of the Aleutian Archipelago, and on the Alaskan 
coast in the Bering Sea as far north as St. Michaels, and prior to 1890 
I went annually to the seal islands in Bering Sea, and frequently vis- 
ited the seal rookeries on the same. I have noticed a 
decrease in number of seals from year to year in the 
waters of the Bering Sea since about 1886, and for the last three years 
the decrease has been very rapid. Up to about 1884 the Bering Sea 
around the Pribilot Islands, and between said islands and the passes, 
Was swarming with seals during the breeding season, but for the last 
few years the decrease in numbers has been so marked that I could 
not fail to notice it. I never have known or heard of fur seals hauling 
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up on Jand anywhere on the North Pacifie or Alaskan coast, or islands 
thereof, except on the seal islands. I have often con- 
versed with masters, seamen, and hunters engaged in pater dante oO 
hunting the fur seals, and their statements to me have 
always been that the capture of a male seal was a _ peagic catch most- 
rarity; that nearly all of their catch were cow seals ly preznant or milk- 
heavy with young, or those who had given birth totheir ‘5°"* 
young on the islands, and gone out to the fi fishing bank 
to feed, and that they lose a large proportion of those 
killed and wounded. I am decidedly of the opinion 
that the decrease in numbers of seals in the North Pa- 
cific and Bering Sea is owing to pelagic hunting, and that unless dis- 
continued they will soon become so nearly extinct as to be worthless 
for commercial purposes. 

IT am not now, nor never have been, in the employ of the present 
lessees of the seal islands. 


Waste of life. 


Cause of decrease. 


J. M. Hays. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31st day of March, 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of M. A. Healey, captain, U. S. Revenue Marine. 


PRIBILOF ISLANDS AND PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Capt. M. A. Healey, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I 
am a citizen of the United States. Iam now and have 
been for the last twenty-five years an officer in the 
United States Revenue Marine Service, and have been on duty nearly 
all the time in the waters of the North Pacific, Bering and Arctic 
Seas. For the past six years I have been in command of the United 
States revenue steamer Gear, prior to which time I had command of the 
United States revenue steamer Corwin tor six years; both of which | 
vessels were employed almost exclusively in navigating the waters of 
Bering Sea, guarding the seal islands, and protecting the seals found 
in those waters from destruction by poaching vessels engaged in what 
is known as pelagic sealing. My first voyage wasmade pings + Grapeike 
to the seal islands in 1869, and I have cruised annu- Pribilof Islands in 
ally for the last twelve years in the Alaskan waters 
about the Pribilof Islands up to the present time. My official position 
and the character of my employment, as well as natural inclination, has 
given me an opportunity for familiarizing myself with 
the character of the fur-seal industry and the habits 
of the seals, and has also brought me in contaet with many people en- 
gaged in the hunting of the fir-seals, and of the general methods 
employed in catching them. During my visits to the islands of St. 
Paul and St. George for the last twenty years I have carefully noticed 
that those islands were visited by great herds of fur-seals during the 
breeding season, and that although. 100,000 male seals were taken annu- 
ally at the islands by the lessees no perceptible CAR -2AS AS ae 
nution in their numbers was noticeable until within. seals on islands until 
the past few years when the killing of seals in the open Within past few years. 
sea on the part of fishing vessels became prevalent; since which time 
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there has been a very perceptible diminution in the number of seals 
seen in the water of the Bering Sea and hauling grounds on the islands. 
This decrease has become alarmingly sudden in the 
last three or four years, due I believe to the ruthless 
and indiscriminate metheds of destruction employed by vessels in tak- 
ing female seals in the open sea. 

My experience has been that the vessels employed in hunting seals 

Indiscriminate S200t indiscriminately, pups, male and female seals, re- 
Anishier f+ aeardless.or age or sex, and even should sealers wish to 
discriminate in the killing it would not be possible for 
Sex indistinguish, them to do so. My study of them in a long experience 
able lawton, has not enabled me to positively distinguish the sex of 
a seal while in the water. It is the custom to pay seal- hunters per 
skins taken, hence it is the object of the hunters to se- 
cure as many as possible, without reference to sex, age, 
or condition. While hunting they use small row boats, with two or 
three men in each boat armed with shotgun and rifle, 
chiefly the former, and it would be simply impossible 
for the master or owners, even should they desire it, to supervise ten 
or a dozen hunters as to the killing of any particular sex or kind. 

Formerly the seals were gentle and the approach of a vessel did not 
even alarm them, but when firearms came into use it so frightened 
them that they had to be shot at long range, entailing 
a loss of not less than three out of every four or five 
killed. The ruthless practice of killing seals by shooting them in the 
sea 1s not only extravagant in the loss of skins, but is also a wanton 
and useless destruction of a valuable and useful aninal, and must 
necessarily soon lead to its extermination if not discontinued. 

It will be readily seen that the demoralization produc ed by a sealing 
fleet of fifty to a hundred vessels with from 1,000 to 2,000 men seat- 
tered over the sea, hunting and shooting indiscriminately, would soon 
put an end to all seal life in those waters. 

My own observation and the information obtained from seal hunters 
convince me that fully 90 per cent of the seals found swimming in the 
Bering Sea during the breeding season are females in 
search of food, and their slaughter results in the de- 
struction of her young by starvation. I firmly believe 
that the fur-seal industry at the Pribilof Islands can be saved from 

Piel destruction only by a total prohibition against killing 
sang: ition neces seals not only in the waters of the Bering Sea but also 

‘ during their annual immigration northward in the Pa- 


Cause. 


Pay of hunters. 


Method of hunting. 


Waste of life. 


Slaughter of feed- 
ing females. 


cific Ocean. 

This conclusion is based upon the well-known fact that the mother 
seals are slaughtered by the thousands in the North Pacific while on 
their way to the islands to give birth to their young, and extinction 
must necessarily come to any species of animal where the female is con- 
tinually hunted and killed during the period required for gestation and 

_ rearing of her young; as now practiced there is no re- 

fees DUS Smite to the female seal from the relentless pursuit of 

the seal hunters, for the schooners close their season 

with the departure of the seals from the northern sea, and then return 

home, refit immediately and start out upon a new voyage in February 

or March, commencing upon the coast of California, Oregon, and Wash- 

ington, following the seals northward as the season advances into the 
Bering Sea. 
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IT have made diligent inquiry into the habits of the seals and have 
yet to learn that they haul up on land on the American 
coast or islands except the Pribilof Islands, at which Haul up only on 
place alone they bear their young, and I have no rea- a 
son to believe that the pups are born in the water or A pee Neath bata 
that they can be saved in the waterif accidentally born. possible. 
there. 

M. A. HEALY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Max Heilbronner, Secretary of the Alaska Commercial Com- 
pany. 


RAIDS. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Max Heilbronner having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
secretary of the Alaska Commercial Company, and as such have in my 
custody all record books of the Company; and among them the daily 
records or “log book” kept by the agents of the Com- 
pany on St. Geor ge Island from 1873 fo 1889, inclusive, 
and on St, Paul Island from 1876 to 1889, "inclusive. In these books 
every occurrence was carefully noted from ‘day to day by the agent in 
charge at the time. They have been examined under my supervision 
and show only the following raids on St. George Island during the 
time covered by them, to wit: 

October 23, 1891 |1881|.—The carcasses of fifteen dead pup seals 
and a cargo hook were found on a rookery. It was 
supposed “that the crew of a schooner seen about the 
island a few days previous landed in the night. 

October 10, 1884.—Fifteen seal carcasses were found on Zapadnie 
rookery. A guard was stationed, and the following night the crew of 
a Schooner made an unsuccessful attempt to land. The boats were 
fired on by the guard and retreated. 

July 20, 1885.—A party landed under the cliffs in a secluded place 
and killed about five hundred adult female seals and took the skins 
away with them. They killed about five hundred pups at the same 
time, leaving them unskinned. 

July 22, 1885.—A party landed at Starrie Arteel rookery and killed 
and skinned one hundred and twenty seals, the skins of which they left 
in their flight, when pursued by the guard. They killed also about two 
hundred pups, which were left unskinned. 

November 17, 1888.—A. crew landed and killed some seals at Zapad- 
nie; how many is not known, but at this season of the year the number 
must have been small, because the seals have nearly all migrated. 

September 30, 1889. ~_Kighteen dead seals and four clubs were found 


on a beach near a rookery. It is not known whether any others were 
killed. 
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An examination of the St. Paul record does not show any destructive 
raids ey the island. It is a fact, however, that in 
pXo, maids on St. July, 1875, prior to the beginning of the record, the 
crew of the schooner San Diego landed on Otter Island, 
a small islet 6 miles from St. Paul, and killed and skinned 1,660 seals. 
She was captured before leaving the island, and both the skins and 
vessel were condemned to forfeiture by the United States court. * 
The reports of the superintendent for the lessees show that it was 
the custom of the Company’s agents on the islands to 
orerolling therook- frequently patrol the rookeries whenever the weather 
was such that a landing could be effected on them, and 
to keep watchmen at points distant from the villages, whose special 
duty it was to report every unusual or suspicious occurrence. For this 
purpose the northeast point of St. Paul Island was connected with the 
village by telephone in 1880, a distance of 12 miles, and the natives 
instructed in the use of the instrument. If any raids upon the islands, 
other than those herein mentioned, had occurred, [am sure they would 
have been detected and reported to this office. No such reports are on 
file; 
MAx HEILBRONNER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of May, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of H. H. McIntyre, superintendent of Alaska seal fisheries. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss : 

H. H. MeIntyre, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I was 
superintendent of the seal fisheries of Alaska from 1871 to 1889, inclu- 
sive. The records above referred to were kept under my direction by 
my assistants on the respective islands. I was in frequent correspond- 
ence with these assistants when not personally present and am sure 
that anything worthy of notice would have been promptly reported to 
me. I believe that those records contain a true account 
of all destructive raids upon the islands. If there had 
been any others [ should have heard of them. Every unusual occur- 
rence at any point about the islands Wak noted by the keen-eyed natives 
and at once reported to the Company’s office, the matter was investi- 

gated, and a record of it entered in the daily journal. I am confident 
that the only marauding expedition that ever succeeded in killing more 
than a few dozen seals each were those of 1875, upon Otter Island, and 
of 1885 upon St. George Island, the details of which are set forth by 
Mr. Heilbronner in the foregoing affidavit. If there were others of 
which no record appears, the number of seals killed was comparatively 
very small and had no appreciable effect upon seal life. 

H. H. McINTyRE 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of May, A. D. 1892. 

[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public. 


TIndorses records. 
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Deposition of Capt. John A. Henriques, U. S. Revenue Marine. 
ROOKERIES ON PRIBILOF ISLANDS. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

John A. Henriques, of New London, Conn., being duly sworn, deposes 
and says: I am 65 years of age, and a captain in the 
U.S. Revenue Marine, and have been in the service 
for twenty-nine years. In the fall of 1868 I was ordered to Sitka 
and in the spring of 1869 received instructions to proceed at once 
with the revenue steamer Lincoln to Bering Sea in order to pro- 
tect the seal life from depredations, information having been received 
that seal-skins had been taken from the Pribilof Islands by unauthorized 
persons during the previous season. On the 4th of 
May, 1869, I left Sitka for Kodiak; on the 13th of May rea Renee 
I left Kodiak pursuant to orders, with 14 men of the fect, seals on islands 
Second Artillery and the commissioned officer, Lieu- 
tenant Mast. Thence proceeded to the Pribilof islands, touching at 
Unalaska. On May 22nd, I Janded a portion of the troops and Lieuten- 
ant Barnes, of the revenue service, with rations and stores, on St. Paul 
Island, one of the Pribilof group. The troops were here landed for the 
purpose ot enforcing the United States statute providing for the pro- 
tection of seal life. Lieutenant Barnes had charge of St. Paul Island, 
and no seals were allowed to be killed, except a sufficient number for 
the food of the natives, and these were to be killed only under the 
direction of said Lieutenant Barnes. 

After landing I called the natives together, and through an inter- 
preter informed them of the purport of the orders and directions of the 
Treasury Department in relation to the island, and the natives readily 
agreed to follow such instructions. I had heard from the natives that 
seals were very timid, and thereupon ordered all the dogs on the island 
to be killed, which order was executed within ten minutes after it was 
given. I further asked the natives to surrender all firearms in their 
possession until the close of the sealing season, so'that the sound of 
the firing of the same might not disturb the seals; this also they im- 
mediately did. During the time I was on the island I particularly 
noticed the care that the natives took not to disturb the seal rookeries, 
even warning some of our party from the use of tobacco in any form 
in the neighborhood of such rookeries. On May 24th I landed Lieu- 
tenant Henderson, of the Revenue Marine, on St. George Island with 
the remainder of the troops, their stores and equipments. Lieutenant 
Henderson was vested with the same authority on St. George Island 
that Lieutenant Barnes had on St. Paul Island. Here I also had an 
interview with the natives as on St. Paul Island, and they, too, readily 
complied with the orders in relation to dogs and the use of firearms 
above stated. Every precaution that was possible was taken by the 
Government officers to protect the seal life on the islands, and also to 
prevent the breeding rookeries from being disturbed in anyway. While 
in Bering Sea duri ing the summer of 1869, I never saw eam 
a vessel sealing about the islands or any where in the fee eels 
sea, nor did I hear any report of the presence of such 1869. 
sealing vessels in those waters. 


Lineoln, 1869. 


J. A. HENRIQUES, 
Captain, U. S. R. M. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of April, 1892. 
[ SEAL. | Gro. Y. COFFIN, 
Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia. 
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Deposition of William 8. Hereford, physician on Pribilof Islands. 
MABITS OF SEALS—ROOKERIES AND PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss : 
William 8S. Hereford, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I 
PS aie am 39 years of age, and am a physician. I hold the 
degree of B. S., Santa Clara College, 8. J., year 1874, 
also aregular graduate of the medical department of the University 
of Pennsylvania, year 1877; am aiegular practitioner of medicine and 
surgery. 

I entered the service of the Alaska Commercial Company August, 
1880, for the purpose of being one of the resident physicians on the 
seal islands, and was continuously in their employ until May, 1890, at 
which time I went into the employ of the North American Commercial 
Company in the same capacity until the latter part of August, 1891, 
having left by resignation. I was in the service of the Alaska Com- 
mercial Company almost ten years and with the North American Com- 
mercial Company about fifteen months, and had a total connection with 
the seal islands a little over ten years. Seal and seal life being the only 
and all absorbing topic of conversation, business, food, ete. , equally 
with the natives as ourselves, one naturally becomes almost as ’ familiar 
with the fur-seals and their habits, as a farmer would with those of the 
cattle and horses on his farm, ora hunter of the animals by whom he is 
surrounded in the woods, and by the killing of which he gains a liveli- 
hood, both as a means of sustenance and article of commerce. 

In my capacity of physician and surgeon to the sealing companies, 
i.e., the Alaska Commercial Company and the North American ‘Com- 
merei ial Company, I was stationed the first year, 7. é., 1880 and 1881, at 
St. George Island, and in 1881 and 1882 at Unalaska, at which time my 
duties required me to sail from Unalaska to Attu, Belkofskie, Atka, 
Unga, ete. I have been from Kadiak to Attu and have visited the 
way places between those points. Ihave also in the same capacity 
made three trips to St. Michaels, Norton Sound, one of which trips on 
account of the ice carried me over on to the Russian coast and as far 
north as the Bering Straits. I have also visited St. Matthews Island, 
though never having landed, passed by St. Lawrence Island, ete. 
After 1882 I was at St. Paul Island, with the exception of ny vacations 
in San Francisco, Cal., until 1890 and 1891, when I was again placed 
on St.George Island. My knowledge is from personal observation and 
experience, as well as from conversation with the natives, having be- 
come more or less intimately acquainted with the lang wage spoken by 
the natives of the islands. 

The loss of life of pup seals on the rookeries up to about 1884 or 1885 

BAe Ok ipoato ye comparatively slight and was generally attributed 
1884 or 1885 compara- to the death of the mother seal from natural causes or 
Eively Suent: from their natural enemies in the water, or, as some- 
times happened, sudden storms with heavy surfs rolling in from certain 
directions on to the breeding rookeries, but never at any time would 

a sufficient number of pups be killed to make it the subject of special 
eee either among the natives or the employés of the company. 

Coincident with the increase of hunting seals in the sea, there was 
an increase in the death rate of pup seals on the rook- 
eries; also a perceptible diminution of female seals. As 
hunting increased, it became self-evident, even to the 


Increase of death 
rate of pups. 
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most casual observer, that the rookeries were becoming devastated. lt 
is positively a fact that there are not near as many 

seals occupying the rookeries now, at the present time, /,,Decteases seals on 
as there were when I first saw the islands. The va- 

cant spaces on the breeding and hauling grounds have increased in 
size from year to year since 1884, and have been very noticeable tor the 
last four or five years. 

When I first went to the seal islands the seals were actually increas- 
ing in numbers, instead of diminishing. Two facts 
presented themselves to me later on. PCa Ra eng 

First. Seals were arriving each year in diminished 
numbers. 

Second. At the same time that the female seals were decreasing in 
numbers, the number of dead pups on the rookeries was increasing. 

There has been no change in the manner of conducting the business 
ashore, but there has been added the open sea hunting 
industry in the waters surrounding the rookeries, and 
which industry, as is well known, has rapidly increased since 1884, 
antil now it has assumed grand proportions. It is a well-known fact 
that the female seals leave the islands and go great dis- eee 

i A ay Wie pe Females feeding. 
tances for food, and it is clearly proven that many of : 
them do not return, as the number of pups starved to death on the 
rookeries demonstrates. 

The old mother seal will not nurse any but its own offspring, and can 
single it out of a band of thousands even after an ab- 
sence of days from the islands. The difference between  , Cow nitses only ts 
a well-nourished pup, and one starving to death is 
also easily recognized; one being plump and lively, growing extremely 
rapidly, the other slowly dwindling away, its body becoming lean, long 
and lanky, the head being the largest and most conspicuous part. The 
poor little thing finally diops from sheer exhaustion in its tracks, being 
only a matter of time before it succumbs to starvation. In reference to 
the time a newly-born seal could live without its moth- 
er’s care, I can say that I have known one particular 
pup seal to have positively existed for a period of at least two weeks or 
more from the moment of birth with not_over a pint or so of cow’s 
milk, at the most, which had to be forced down its throat. Perhaps 
this will be best understood by explaining the circumstances. 

Little ‘“‘ Jimmie,” as this particular pup was called, was the child of 
adverse circumstances as his mother happened accidentally to be caught 
in a large drive and could not be separated from the herd until the 
killing ground was reached. Shortly after being parted out and al- 
lowed to go free, on her way to the water, she hurriedly gave birth to 
this pup and continued on her journey. The pup was watched care- 
fully for a few days, and when it was thought to have been deserted a 
kind-hearted employé of the company, Mr. Allis, brought it into the 
village with a double view of trying to save its life as well as to make 
a pet of it. For the first few days, as nobody could manage to make 
him eat and as he would generally get the best of some friendly finger 
in these attempts at feeding, he was let severely alone. Then followed 
various contrivances, mechanical and otherwise, for holding his head 
so as to feed him with a spoon or a nursing bottle, but all to no pur- 
pose, for he would get most of the milk everywhere but where it was 
intended to go. This went on for all of two weeks or more. I then 
equipped myself with a large syringe and a flexible tube, and about a 
pint or so of warm, fresh cow’s milk. Little ‘“‘Jimmie’s” mouth was 
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kept open, the tube was passed down his throat into his stomach, the 
syringe filled with milk, in quantity as before stated, and which was 
unanimously agreed was not too much for him at one feeding, was 
slowly injected down the tube into his stomach. After the operation 
the tube was carefully withdrawn and “Jimmie” was left to his own 
devices. The pup, much to the gratification and amusement of all 
present, immediately began bs show in the most unmistakable manner 
the greatest of seal delight, 7. e., to lie down in the various positions 
of seal comfort, on his back Bes side, and wave and fan himself with his 
flippers, scratch himself, bleat, etc. As these signs were unmistak- 
able to all present who were familiar with the habits of seals, the op- 
eration was thought to be a success. Up to the last time the pup was 
seen, late that night, he was doing finely, but next morning he was 
found dead, and Lattributed his sudden taking off either to the See 
boy or an accident during the night. 

Another instance is that of a young pup Seal born under almost sim- 
ilar circumstances some years previous, and deserted by his mother. 
It was placed near the water’s edge to see if ina tew daysits mother would 
not return to it, or maybe it might take to the water naturally and 
Swim across to an adjoining rookery a few yards distant, and possibly 

eRe Cea es there be found by its mother and its life thus be saved. 
water. Day after day this pup was watched, but it would not 
go near the water and neither did its mother return, 
After several days or so a new employé of that season only, and know- 
ing nothing whatever of fur-seal life and habits, coming along that way 
and finding the pup in the grass, thinking probably that he had gotten 
lost from the other side took him up and threw him into the water, 
with a view of giving him a chance of swimming back home. It was a 
mistaken kindness, however, for he was immediately drowned, as he 
was tow young to swim, his head being too heavy for his body. 

These cases demonstrate two points, 7.¢., that avery young fur-seal 

Pelagic birthimpos- Can live a considerable time without nourishment, sev- 
Ble: eral days or more; also that they can not swim, and any 
and. all fur seals born in the water must necessarily perish. 

J remember these two instances distinctly, as I was very much 
impressed by them at the time. Others might possibly be cited, but IL 
think these will suffice. These two isolated instances show that a 
young fur seal can live without its mother’s care for a week or so, and 
thaé the little fellows on the rookeries, who probably have been nursed 
to their heart’s content before the mother seals took their departure, 
stand at least an equal, if not superior, chance of life, until their 
mothers return from the feeding grounds, even giving them wide mar- 
gius for delays. 

It is asserted that the fur’seals give birth to their young also on 

kelp patches, and lie asleep on their backs, with their 
celpPs TOP born om offspring in their embrace, clasped to their breasts. 
This is descriptive of the sea otter, but is not true of 

the fur seal. 

It is known and currently believed among the natives of the seal 
islands, and also among the employés of the sealing company, past and 
present, that the mother seal will go great distances 
and be gone for long periods of time in quest of food. 
Such is also my observation and belief. In fact it is a common thing 
to see squads or herds going out and coming in at various times dur. 
ing the day. Food ar ound the immediate vicinity of the seal islands — 
18 ‘at the best of times scarce, and as the rookeries increase in the num- 
ber of their occupants it becomes necessary for them each day to go 
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farther and farther. Distance, however, is no partizular object to 
them, as they are very speedy travelers. [do not know whether the 
mother seal has the power of voluntarily restraining and postponing 
the involuntary act of labor or not, but it. would almost seem as if she 
had, as on many oceasions she will ha ve but just dr ig ged herself ashore 
when she will give birth to her young. This may be a coincidence only, 
but when not disturbed they usually come ashore with plenty of time 
to make themselves comfortable. 

I have dissected the brains, eyes, and hearts, and have examined 
the lungs, liver, and internal viscera generally, of such seal as are to 
be found on the killing grounds. Have also examined some of the 
stomachs of the pups on the rookeries in the fall. 

The fur-seal has unusually thin bones covering the brain. The brain 
is well shaped, the same almost as a human brain, quite large, and if 
one could judge from external appearances the animal 
possessing such a brain should be unusually intelli- 
gent. The eye during life is large, dark, sympathetic, and intelli- 
gent-looking, but, alas tor appearances! On land they may be ocea- 
sionally suspicious, especially should their other senses be helped out 
by their olfactories, for they have the keenest scent, but in the water 
they display the greatest curiosity and confidence in | ; 
passing objects. They will catch up and follow a boat, ,,0!2 confiding na- 
and in fact I have seen them play around the ‘ killer- 
whale” totally oblivious of the fact that this “ killer” is their bitter enemy. 
I have at the same time seen the sea lion, which is generally consid- 
ered more stupid, though braver, rush into shore and land on the rocks 
under similar circumstances, apparently preparing to chance death from 
the natives to being snapped in two and made a meal of in two mouth- 
fuls by the * killers.” 

I am of the impression that the fur-seal, notwithstanding its mag- 
nificent-looking eye, has rather a short range of vision; 
it may be more powerful under water than « out. 

Of the stomachs of the killable seals, I may say that there is no de- 
gree of regularity in what may be found in them; perhaps oftener noth- 
ing, many times a few worms, frequently a few small stones, sometimes 
a quantity of pea-soup-looking fluid, the result of the process of diges- 
tion, while some may contain the remains of fish bones, kelp, ete. Of the 
female fur-seal stomach I know nothing, as they are not allowed to be 
killed on the islands, but I think it would be safe to say remnants of a 
fish and kelp diet would frequently be found, as that 
is their natural food, and they do considerable travel- 
ing backwards and forwards from the fishing banks while nursing their 
young after having received the attention of the bulls. The pups 
driven up for native use in the fall were always full to overflowing 
with milk, their stomachs containing nothing else. These pups are as 
round and plump as partridges, while those dead on the rookeries, un- 
less killed by accidents of some kind, are never of the plump and well- 
nourished looking order, but are generally lean and thin, bearing all the 
external signs of neglect and starvation. 

Of the lungs, liver, heart, and testicles of the male fur-seal, which I 
have observed, thereis nothing peculiaraboutthem. The penisis charac- 
teristic of the class to which the fur-seal belongs. The brain, ‘heart, 
liver, and kidneys make very good eating, and taste about the same 
as those of other animals. The meat, however, which must be entirely 
freed from all its blubber or fat, though quite nutritious and palatable, 
is somewhat soft, of a dark color, and reminds one, according to how 
it is cooked, of wild duck, venison, etc., only it must never be eaten rare, 
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but always well done. On our table it generally went by the name of 
St. Paul or St. Geprge mutton, respectively, and had its regular place 
in our bill of fare, being far more preferable to “ salt horse ” and canned 
stuffs. 

The methods employed in handling the drives are the same identi- 
cally as of twenty years ago. The same methods were 
observed when I first went to the islands, and were in 
vogue during the period that I referred to as an actual increase in seal 
life, and have been continued up to the present times. There is noth- 

Great increase in ing different, except the enormous increase of vessels 
number of sealing and hunters engaged in pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. 
vessels and hunters. 17 to 1883 and 1884 it was only an occasional venture- 
some vessel that came around and secured a few hundred skins and 
thought itself lucky and cleared out, but since that time not even 
the smallest craft is satisfied unless it secures its thousands of pelts, 
regardless of sex. The indiscriminate slaughter of seals in the water 

__ has so depleted their number, that the company is at 

qua company’s present unable to get their quota of skins on the island 

as allowed per contract with the Government, and is 

restricted to such an insignificant number that it is not enough to sup- 
ply food to the native population of the islands. 

It is an indisputable fact that large portions of the breeding rookeries 

Decrease in area of 2d hauling grounds are bare, where but a few years 
breeding and hauling ago nothing but the happy, noisy, and snarling seal 
Bepunds: families could be seen. 
The first arrival of bulls is about the same time as formerly, but after 
that they fillin very much slower, and the females for 
arial of bulls and the last few years have been somewhat later in their ar- 
rival. 
The driving rookeries also necessarily have suffered, 
Rae com- as witness the difference in the catch, a drop from 100,- 
000 to about 20,000 in 1890. 
years and lam_ I made the conditions of seal life a careful study for 
- firmly of the opinion their decrease in number on the 
carause. Of decrease Pyihilof Islands is due wholly and entirely to hunting 
and killing them in the open sea. 
Wm. S. HEREFORD. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 

[SEAL.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public. 
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Deposition of Edward Hughes, seal on vessels and in employ of the 
eSSECS. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


ALASKA, U.S. A., 
St. Paul Island, Pribilof Group, ss: 

Edward Hughes, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam 52 years 
of age; and I was born in Wales. Lam a citizen of the United States, 
where I have resided for thirty-five years, of which twenty-eight years 

have been spentin Alaska. For eighteen years I have 

Experience. been cook or steward on board vessels doing business 
in the North Pacific and in Bering Sea, along the en- 

tire coast of Alaska from Sitka to Norton Sound, and all along and 
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around the Aleutian Islands as far west as Attu Island, and also along 
the coast of Siberia as far as Plover Bay. In all those years I have 
met and talked with hunters, trappers, traders, and miners whose 
business called them into Alaskan waters and I never 

knew or heard tell of any fur-seals hauling out on land pdt! jap only on 
to breed anywhere on the Alaskan coast or islands in 

the North Pacific or American waters of Bering Sea, excepting the 
Pribilof Islands. I have been employed on the seal islands since 1882, 
and JI have resided upon them continuously for ten years, and have a 
personal knowledge of seal life as it exists on these islands and in the 
waters surrounding them, and there is less than one- 

third as many seals coming to the islands last year EH Oe ear 
than there was in 1882. The decrease in the number 

of seals coming to the islands was first noticed and talked about in two 
or three years after I first came to live here; and since 1887 the de- 
crease has been very rapid. 

A careful inspection of the rookeries each returning season since 1887 
showed that the cows were getting less and less, al- 
though it was a rare thing to find a cow seal that did 
not have a pup at her side. It was also during these years that dead 
emaciated pups were first noticed on the rookeries, and 
they increased in numbers until 1891, in which year, in jens orn" 
August and September, the rookeries were covered 
with dead pups. I was present when Dr. Akerly, the resident physi- 
cian, made an examination of some of them and it was found that their 
stomachs were empty, and that they exhibited all the conditions of 
starvation. 

IL have been steward and cook at the Company house for the lessees 
since 1882, and during the time when seals are killed : 
for skins or food I have daily prepared and cooked the — P*Perlenee- 
meat in various ways for the use of the table at which __ 
all white people board who live on or come to the , Diseased seals un- 
island, and such a thing as a diseased seal has never 
been known. 


Fewer females. 


Epw’p HUGHES. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to admin- 
ister oaths under section 1976, Revised Statutes of the United States, 
this 8th day of June, 1892. At St. Paul Island, Alaska. 
Wm. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury Agent in charge seal islands. 


Deposition of Abial P. Loud, special assistant Treasury agent on Pribilof 
Islands. 


MANAGEMENT AND PELAGIC SEALING. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Abial P. Loud, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam a resident 
of Hampden, Me., and am 55 years of age. On April 4, 1885, I was 
appointed special assistant Treasury agent for the 
seal islands, and immediately started for the islands, 
arriving at the island of St. Paul on May 28 or 30. Spent that season 
on St. Paul Island, and returned for the winter to the States, leaving 
the islands on the 18th of August. Went back again next spring, 
arriving there in the latter part of May, and remained until August, 
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1887, on St. Paul Island. Spent the season of 1888 and 1889 on St. 
George Island, returning in the fall of 1889 to the States. In 1889 I 
spent some time in the fall on St. PaulIsland. On whichever island L 
was located I always kept careful watch, and made frequent examina- 

Decrease of breea. tlon of the rookeries during this entire period. During 
ing grounds from 1885 the time from 1885 to 1889 there was a very marked de- 
poe crease in the size of the breeding grounds on St. Paul 
Island, and from 1887 to 1889 I also noticed a great decrease in the 
areas covered by the rookeries on St. George Island. 

In his reports of 1886 and 1887 George Rk. Tingle, special Treasury 

Quastions Special 2202t in charge of the seal islands, reported having 
Acent Tingle’s re. Measured the rookeries on the islands, and that the 
ports of an increase. seals had largely increased in number, giving the in- 
crease at about 2,000,000. From this report I dissented at the time, as 
T was unable to see any increase, but on the contrary a perceptible de- 
crease, in the rookeries. I expressed my views to many on the islands, 
and all agreed that there had been no increase in seal life. I do not 
think that there was a single person on the island except Mr. Tingle 

Mr. Tingle’s meth- Who thought there had been-an inerease, or, in fact, 
od of measuring. that there had not been a decrease in seal life. The 
measurements of the rookeries on which Mr. Tingle relied were made 
with a common rope, by ignorant natives, while the seals were absent 
from the islands, the grounds covered by them being designated by Mr. 
Tingle from memory. Even if these measurements had been correct, 

a tepalne tas which was impossible, I do not believe it is possible to 
certaining number of calculate even approximately the number of seals upon 
seals. the rookeries, because of the broken nature of the 
ground and the irregular outlines of the breeding grounds. While I 

Driving and over. Was On the islands I attended nearly every “ drive” of 
driving. the bachelor seals from the hauling grounds to the 
killing grounds, and these “drives” were conducted by the natives 
with great care, and no seals were killed by overdriving, plenty of time 
being always given them to rest and cool off. A few were smothered 
by the seals climbing over each other when wet, but the number was 
very inconsiderable, being a fraction of 1 per cent of those driven, and 
did not to any extent affect the seal life on the islands. The greatest 
care was always taken to avoid overdriving both by the Government 
officers and employés of the lessees, 

During my experience (and I was on the killing ground at every 
killing that took place while I was on the islands) I never saw a male 
seal which had been injured by being redriven several times from the 
same hauling ground. I am convinced that while I was there there 

Virility of seals uot WAS not a single case in which the virility of a male 
impaired by driving, Seal was destroyed or impaired in the slightest degree 
oe by driving, redriving, or overdriving, and I took par- 
ticular notice of the condition of the males during each drive. The 
males old enough for service on the breeding grounds were always 
allowed to return to the hauling ground from a “drive,” and I am 
satisfied a sufficient number of males was always reserved for future 
breeding purposes. A suggestion was made to the Secretary of the 
Treasury in the fall of 1885 that some old bulls should be killed, but 
the Secretary declined to permit such animals to be 
destroyed. I am convinced that the decrease in the 
rookeries was caused entirely by open-sea sealing. As I was not pres- 
ent on the islands in the fall of 1885, I am unable to 
make a statement as to the number of dead pups on 
the rookeries in that year, but in 1586 I saw a large number of dead 


Decrease, cause of. 
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pups lying about. These pups were very much emaciated, and evidently 
had been starved to death. I account for this by the killing of the 
mothers by open-sea sealers before the pups were weaned, and because 
a mother will not suckle any pup except her own. 

In 1887 the number of dead pups was much larger than in 1886. In 
1888 there was a less number than in 1887, or in 1889, owing, as I be- 
lieve, to a decrease of seals killed in Bering Sea that year; but in 1889 
the increase again showed itself. I believe the number of dead pups 
increased in about the same ratio as the number of seals taken in Ber- 
ing Sea by pelagic sealers. While I was on the island 
there were not more than three or four raids on the 
rookeries to my knowledge, and I think that the destruction to seal 
life by raiding rookeries is a small partof 1 percent as — Great majority killed 
compared with the numbers taken by killing in the at sea females, a great 

7 5 ‘ = : t part of which are 
water. Another fact in connection with open-sea seal- pregnant or nursing 
ing is that the great majority of seals killed are fe- CW: 
males, and that a great part of the females are pregnant, or in milk. 
The milking females are most all killed while visiting the feeding 
grounds, which are distant 40 or 60 miles, or even far- 
ther, from the islands. The female necessarily feeds so 
she can supply nourishment for her young, while the males during the 
summer seldom leave the islands. This accounts for | ‘ 
the large number of females killed in Bering Sea. In gor Dolly.” 1887, oa 
July, 1887, IT captured the poaching schooner Angel — 

Dolly Ww hile she was hovering about the islands. JI examined the seal 
skins she had on board, and about 80 per cent were 

skins of females. In 1888 or 1889 [examined something Eighty per cent of 
like 5,000 skins at Unalaska which had been taken SHims 07 board fe 
from schooners engaged in pelagic sealing in Bering 

Sea, and at least 80 to 85 per cent were skins of fe- othctwonee: Te 
males. 

I have conversed with the captains of several marauding schooners, 
and others who were employed in pelagic sealing have informed me 
that they usually use rifles in shooting seals in the 
water. Some, however, use shotguns, but to no great 
extent. From these conversations I should judge 
they did not secure more than one-half of the seals killed; and this, I 
think, is a large estimate of the number secured. Iam of the opinion 
that the Pribilof seal herd should be protected both in 
_ Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean. Ifan imag. ,,;rotection neces: 

inary line were drawn about the islands, 30 or 40 miles ‘ 

distant therefrom, within which sealing would be prohibited, this would 
be little protection to seal life, for all the poachers 
whom I interviewed acknowledged that they could get 
more seals in the water near ‘the fishing banks, 30, 
40,or more miles from the islands, than in the immediate vicinity 
thereof, and the hunters on the schooners always complained if they 
got much nearer than 40 miles of the islands. Iam certain that even 
if sealing were prohibited entirely upon the islands the seal herd would 
in a short time be exterminated by pelagic sealing, if permitted, because 
the females, that is, the producers, are the seals principally killed by 
open-sea sealing. 


Raids. 


Females feeding. 


Weapons used in 
pelagic sealing. 


A zone will afford 
but little protection. 


: ABIAL P. LOUD: 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in the District 
of Columbia, this 15th day of April, 1892. 
[L. S.| HAS. L. HUGHES, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of H. H. McIntyre, Treasury agent, and superintendent for the 
lessees of the Pribitof Islands. 


HABITS. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

H. H. MeIntyre, of Randolph, Orange County, Vt., on being duly 
sworn, deposes and says, concerning the fur seals of Alaska, and mat- 
ters relative thereto, as follows: Iam a native of Vermont, 48 years 
old, Commissioner from Vermont to the World’s Co- 
lumbian Exposition of 1893, ete. In the years 1868 
and 1869 I was special United States Treasury agent, assigned to duty 
in Alaska, and from 1870 to 1889, inclusive, superintendent of the seal 
fisheries of Alaska for the lessees. I spent ten months as special 
Treasury agent from November, 1868, to August, 1869, in inquiry con- 
cerning the fur-seal fisheries then recently acquired from Russia, with 
a view to advising the Government of the United States what dispo- 
sition should be made of them, and to this end visited all the principal 
points along the northwest coast of the American continent from Van- 
couver’s Island to the most westerly island of the Aleutian Archipei- 
ago, the Pribilof group, and points along the Bering Sea coast. 

As superintendent of the seal fisheries I visited the seal islands twice 
in the summer of 1870; remained constantly thereon from April, 1871, 
until September, 1872, and thereafter went to the islands every summer 
from 1873 until 1889, inclusive, excepting 1883, 1884, and 1885. I usu- 
ally remained on the islands about four months, from May until August, 
in each season, supervising the annual seal catch, examining the condi- 
tions of seal life, studying the habits of the seals, and, in brief, doing 
such work as the interests of the lessees seemed to demand. I also 
went twice to London, first in 1872 and again in 1886, to attend the fur- 
seal trade sales with a view to becoming more thoroughly acquainted 
with the demands of the sealskin market. My duties as such special 
Treasury agent and superintendent demanded and received my atten- 
tion to every detail of seal life and its relation to commerce. In the exe- 
cution of these duties I was constantly aided by able, intelligent assist- 
ants and native seal hunters, whose daily observations and reports were 
from time to time communicated to me. 

Based upon my own observation and experience, and corroborated 
by those of my assistants and hunters, I deduce the following facts in 
regard to the habits of the seals: 

The Alaska fur-seals breed only on the islands of St. Paul and St. 

ee George, of the Pribilof group in Bering Sea. They have 

askan fur-seal ° 
breeds only on Pribi- been unsuccessfully searched for at every other point 
AEE: along the coast. In 1872 Captain Archimandritoff spent 
the greater part of the summer in a schooner looking for a reef or island 
alleged to lie to the southward of Ounalaska. His cruise was fruit- 
less, not only at this point, but at several others where he was led by 
some legendary tale or delusive dream to expect to find 
theeceueh for seal rookeries. Since that date the coast has been ex- 
plored at every point, and it may be safely stated asa 
fact that no other rookeries exist on the northwest coast of the North 
American continent or the islands adjacent thereto. 

The seals are migratory and return, as I believe, after migration to 
the vicinity and probably to the ground or rookery on 
which they were born. I have in several cases seen a 
certain seal with his harem during a number of consecutive seasons in 
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the same spot. They are attracted to the islands in preference to other 
places by closely defined hereditary habits of migration, which take 
them from and to their breeding places with constant regularity, varied 
only within the limit of a very few days by meteorological conditions. 
The isolation and climate no doubt first induced their habitat upon 
these islands. If there has been any authentic observation of the 
birth of seals at other points on the northwest coast of North America 
which I very much doubt, the case was anomalous and accidental. No 
doubt the young are oce casionally aborted, out of season and out of 
place, and such birth may, perhaps, have been witnessed, but should 
not form the basis for any valuable deduction in locating the home of 
the animals. 

The young seals, called “pups,” are born in June and July upon the 
grounds on these islands known as “breeding rook- 
eries.” They are at birth very clumsy and helpless, 
possessing little ability to move about on land; and if born in the 
water, or swept from the shore soon after the birth, as I have several 
times witnessed, by the outgoing surf of heavy seas, perish from in- 
ability to swim. At this time they are simply land 
animals, with less aquatic instinct and less ability to 
sustain themselves in water than newly hatched ducklings. When the 
pups are a few days old the mothers leave them (generally soon after 
coitus upon the rookeries with the old male) to go to the feeding gr ounds, 
returning at intervals of one to three or four day s to suckle their young. 
The pups do not appear to recognize their own dams, 
but the mother distinguishes her own offspring with 2D is suckled only 
unerring accuracy, and allows no other to draw her 
milk. The pups remain upon the rookeries at or near the place where 
they are born until about five or six weeks old, when 
they congregate in groups or “pods,” and about the 
same time begin to make excursions down to, and, after considerable 
hesitation and "repeated trials and flounderings, out into 
the water, where they become, within a few days, expert 
swimmers. From this time, say about the 10th of August, until the 
latter part of October or N ovember, the young seals remain alternately 
upon the land and in the water, as their comfort maydictate. They are 
greatly influenced in this respect by the weather; very calm, pleasant 
days, as well as particularly rainy ones, inducing them to remain in 
the water, while during violent storms and heavy surf nearly all are 
found upon shore. But during this whole period, after they have ae- 
quired the ability to swim they remain the major part of the time upon 
land. It should be particularly noted that they are not amphibious 
until several weeks old. 

Early in November, convoyed by the older seais, the pups leave the 
island and goto the southwar d, apparently moved there- 
to not only by migratory instincts, but because the 
weather at the islands at this time becomes unendurably severe for them, 
and perhaps for the further reason that a sufficient food supply for all 

can not be found in the immediate vicinity of the islands. But the infer- 
ence is reasonable that they prefer to stay upon or near the islands at 
thistime, from the fact that as longas the weather is comfortable the pups 
and nonbreeding seals may always be found there in large numbers; 
and even after snow falls, and severe weather has been recorded, the 
nonbreeding males, upon the recurrence of milder, asus 
eave islands on} y 
weather, again resort to land, and have, within the whenforced by weath- 
time of my connection with the business, been Repeatedly: & or wankes teed 
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captured upon the islands in considerable numbers in December and 
January. Without the data at hand from which to absolutely verity 
iny statement, I think I am correct in saying that this class of animals 
remained in the vicinity of the islands throughout three of the twenty 
years from 1870 to 1599 and more or less of them were killed on shore 
in every month. 

I believe all classes of seals would remain constantly about the 

islands if conditions of climate and food supply were favorable to their 

doing so. The fact remains, however, that the great mass of the pups 
migrate with their elders down through the passes be- 
tween the islands of the Aleutian Ar chipelago into the 
North Pacific, and are found at any time during the winter months 
east of longitude 170° west and north of latitude 35° north. Toward 
spring they appear in increasing numbers off the coasts of California, 
Oregon, aud Washington, and as the season advances still further 
north along the British Columbia and Alaska coasts in March and 
April; thence westerly in May and June and July until they reappear 
in Bering Sea. The course pursued by the seals in their migration is, 
to some extent, a matter of conjecture, and the knowledge upon which 
evidence is given concerning it can not of course be based upon actual 
personal cognizance by any one man of all the facts from which the 
conclusion is reached; but it is, nevertheless, I have no doubt, as ac- 
curately stated in this paragraph as is warranted by any series of ob- 
servations. 

The pups which I have so far followed in their first migratory round, 
now appear as “yearlings.” They spend perhaps the 
greater portion of their time, the second summer, in the 
water, until the latter part of August and September, when they come 
upon the land, both sexes herding together indiscrim- 
inately. They are not at this time, nor are their elders, 
particularly timid. Upon the near approach of a human form they 
start towards the water, but generally stop and look about them, un- 
less closely followed, without any indication of fear, and leisurely proceed 
to the beach, or ag “ain lie down upon the sand ‘or rocks. The same 
demeanor in the water, when about the islands, as they calmly float 
upon the surface until a boat is almost upon them before they awaken 
to any sense of danger, seems to indicate that they feel at home on and 
about the islands. 

They again migrate southward for the second time, upon the approach 
of cold weather, going a little earlier than in the pre- 
ceding year, make the same round, and return to the 
islands as “two year olds” in June or July. Now the sexes separate, 
the females going upon the breeding grounds, where they are fertilized 
before the old male leaves the island in August. It has been said that 
_ copulation also takes place ‘in the water between these 
™ young females and the so-called “nonbreeding males,” 

but with the closest scrutiny of the animals when both 
sexes were Swimming and playing together under conditions the most 
favorable in which they are ever found for observation, I have been 
unable to verify the truth of this assertion. After coitus on shore, the 
young female goes off to the feeding grounds, or remains on or about 
the beaches, dispor ting on the land or in the water, as her inclination 
may lead her. The male of the same age goes upon the ‘hauling 
grounds” back of or beside the rookeries, where he re- 
mains the greater part of the time, if unmolested, until 
nearly the date of his next migration. Here he has only the native 
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islander’s club to fear, which, in the best interests of commerce, should 
not be used on him until the following year. 

After the third migration the female returns to the breeding grounds 
to be delivered of her first pup, and the male comes 
again to the hauling grounds, but, as a whole, consid- eer ees and 
erably earlier than he did when 2 years old. Here he 
remains pretty constantly, if he escapes the club, until the beginning 
of the rutting season, when his instincts lead him to stay much of the 
time in the water adjacent to the breeding grounds through which the 
females are passing from and to the rookeries, or when allowed by the 
older non-breeders, to coquette with the females upon the beach stones 
awash at the edge of the water. 

The fourth and fifth migrations are about the same as the third. 
The female has already become a yearly producer of a 
single offspring, and the non-producing male is, in each ,,Xowth and fifth 
of the fourth and fifth years respectively, contributing  ~ 

a decreasing number of skins for market, and gaining size and strength 
to enable him, when 6 or 7 years old, to usurp the authority and juris- 
diction of some old male whose days of usefulness are numbered. This 
change is not effected without sanguinary conflicts. 

The food of the fur-seal I believe to consist mainly of fish, and prob- 
ably chiefly, while in Bering Sea, at least, of codfish, 
the partially digested vertebrae of this species having 
been found in the stomachs of slaughtered animals more frequently 
than any other food. Squid and crustaceans have also been found in 
some instances, but the supply of these is comparatively limited, while 
it is a well-known fact that the waters of Bering Sea at nearly all 
points, and particularly in that zone, from 20 to 60 miles south of 
the Pribilof group abound in cod. The presumption is well grounded 
that the old male, at least, makes good use of his oppor- 
tunity in the off season, for he leaves the islands in 
August, after an absolute fast of three to four months, very lank and 
lean, and again takes his place upon the breeding grounds in April or 
May well rounded out with a thick envelope of blubber. 

In regard to the material facts here recited, there is, as far as I am 
aware, no controversy. All who have studied the matter with any care, 
and whose opinions are entitled to consideration, including many whose 
testimony has not been and can not now be recorded, agree to all the 
substantial facts as I have herein written them. 


‘ood. 


Bulls feeding. 


H. H. McINTYRE. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 51st day of March, 1892. 
[SEAL.] SEVELLON A. BRownN, 
Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, U. 8. A. 


Deposition of H. H. McIntyre, Treasury agent, and superintendent for 
the lessees of the, Pribilof Islands. 


ROOKERIES ON PRIBILOF ISLANDS. 


DIstRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

H. H. McIntyre, of Randolph, Orange County, Vt., on being duly 
Sworn, deposes and says, concerning the fur seals of 
Alaska and matters relative thereto, as follows: I am : 
a native of Vermont, 48 years old, commissioner from Vermont to the 
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World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893, ete. In the years 1868 and 
1869 I was special United States Treasury agent, assigned to duty in 
Alaska, and from 1870 to 1889, inclusive, superintendent of the seal 
fisheries of Alaska for the lessees. 

As superintendent of the seal fisheries I visited the seal islands 
twice in the summer of 1870, remained constantly thereon from April, 
1871, until September, 1872, and thereafter went to the islands every 
summer from 1873 until 1889, inclusive, excepting 1883, 1884, and 1885. 
J usually remained on the islands about four months, from May until 
August, in each season, supervising the annual seal catch, examining 
the conditions of seal life, studying the habits of the seals, and, in 
brief, doing such work as the interests of the lessees seemed to demand. 

That while located en the Pribilof Islands I was the greater part of 
that period upon the island of St. Paul; that during the twenty-one 
years upon the islands I examined at frequent intervals of time the 
breeding rookeries on said island of St. Paul, and now recollect the 
condition of said rookeries and the approximate area which each of 
them covered at different times during my experience on said islands; 

Tea that I have indicated to the best of my recollection the 

Has indicated by : : ie = 
lines on charts limits grounds covered by said rookeries in the year 1870 by 
ofrookeriesin1870and 4 red line, and the grounds so covered in the year 1882 

by a blue line, on the exhibits signed by me and marked 
exhibits A,B, C, D, KB, F, and G. That the grounds indicated by said 
lines are practically correct and represent approximately the areas cov- 
ered by breeding seals on said rookeries in said years of 1870 and 1882. 

I further depose and say I have examined the charts of said St. Paul 

7 Island, made, as I am informed and believe, by J. 
by J Stinky Bown, Stanley Brown; that to the best of my knowledge the 

spaces represented on said charts, as grounds over 
which the bachelor seals have hauled at various times during my ex- 
perience, are practically correct. 
H. H. McINTYRE. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31st day of March, 1892. 
[SEAL. | SEVELLON A. BROWN, 
Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, U. 8S. A. 


Deposition of H. H. McIntyre, Treasury agent, and superintendent for the 
lessees of Pribilof Islands. 


MANAGEMENT AND PELAGIC SEALING. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

H. H. Melntyre, of Randolph, Orange County, Vt., on being duly 
sworn, deposes and says, concerning the fur-seals of 
Alaska and matters relative thereto, as follows: I am 
a native of Vermont, 48 years old, commissioner from Vermont to the 
World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893, ete. In the years 1868 and 
1869 IL was special United States Treasury agent assigned to duty in 
Alaska, and from 1870 to 1889, inclusive, superintendent of the seal 
fisheries of Alaska for the lessees. 

As superintendent of the seal fisheries I visited the seal islands twice 
in the summer of 1870, remained constantly thereon from April, 1871, 
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until September, 1872, and thereafter went to the islands every summer 
from 1873 until 1889, inclusive, excepting 1883, 1884, and 1885. I usually 
remained on the islands about four months, from May until August, in 
each season, supervising the annual seal catch, examining the con- 
ditions of seal life, studying the habits of the seals, and, in brief, doing 
such work as the interests of the lessees seemed to demand. 

That from the year 1870 there was an expansion of the areas of the 
breeding grounds and that in the year 1882 they were as 5. og of y 

: 3 C 3 : \é reed- 
large as at any time during my acquaintance with ing ground from 187¢ 
them; that during the three years following 1882, ‘1° 
namely, 1883, 1884, and 1885, I was not upon the islands; that upon my 
return to said islands in 1886 I noticed a slight shrinkage in the breed- 
ing areas, but am unable to indicate the year of the 
period of my absence in which the decrease of breeding 
seals began; that from the year 1886 to 1889, inclusive, my observation 
was continuous and that there was a greater decrease of the seals for 
each succeeding year of that period, in a cumulative ratio, proportionate 
to the number of seals killed by pelagic sealers. 

That during the twenty years [ was upon said Pribilof Islands. as 
general agent of said Alaska Commercial Company there were reserved 
upon the breeding rookeries upon said islands sufficient vigorous bulls 
to serve the number of females upon said rookeries; that while I was 
located upon said islands there was at all times a greater number of 
adult male seals than was necessary to fertilize the females who hauled 
upon said rookeries and that there was no time when 
there were not vigorous bulls on the rookeries who 
were unable to obtain female consorts. 

So well was this necessity for reserving sufficient mature male life 
recognized that when in 1887, 1888, and 1889 the depleted rookeries 
(depleted from causes that will be explained further on) would not fur- 
nish the quota of 100,000 large skins, two and three years old male 
seals were taken to make up the quota in preference to trenching upon 
this reserve of maturer male lite. 

That during my experience I have watched carefully the driving of 
the bachelors from the hauling grounds to the killing 
grounds; that there has never been any variation in the 
methods of driving; that the prevention of injury to the seals from 
driving was kept constantly in mind and the greatest care exercised 
that nosuchinjury occurred; that the number of seals killed by overdriv- 
ing or by smothering was very inconsiderable at all times, and that said 
seals so killed could not make any appreciable difference in the num- 
bers of seals who breed and haul upon the said islands; that up to 1882 
there was no difficulty in procuring the required num- yaa ie; 

meals AS - ae =) o ditticulty in pro- 
ber of killable seals; that the killing of bachelors upon curing quota of skins 
remote rookeries such as Zapadnie was not from neces- UP & 182. 
sity but at the request of the Government agents, in order that the 
number taken from each hauling ground might be equalized; that this 
did not involve driving long distances, for a salt house was established. 
at Zapadnie, and the skins brought away in boats; that 
after the year 1875 the lessees of said islands supplied je sndiilline 
carts for the transportation of skins from the killing 3 
grounds to the salt houses and storehouses; that because of the facillty 
for carrying the skins, killing grounds were established at points much 
nearer the hauling grounds than ever before, and from that date the 
seals were driven much shorter distances to the killing grounds; that 
skins were so transported from Polavina or Halfway Point, on St. 
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Paul, and from Zapadnie, on St. George, upon the backs of donkeys; 
that there were no destructive agencies at work upon the island that 
would not have left the rookeries in better condition in 1890 than they 
were in 1870; that until the effects of the true agent of destruction 
began to be manifest there was an excess of male life on the islands 
sufficient to permit of an annual catch of 100,000 seals for an indefinite 
period without jeopardizing the rookeries; that if it be remembered 
that the seals taken in the water by hunters are chiefly females, that 
their young die with them and that all of those killed are not secured, 
and if then an examination be made of the pelagic skins actually sold 
during the past twenty years the real source of the depletion of the 
rookeries will be found; that in my judgment such de- 
pletion was caused by pelagic sealing, and that it grew 
ereater from year to year as the number of so-called 
poaching schooners increased; and that its effects began to manifest 
themselves about 1885 or 1886; that the depletion on both hauling 
and breeding grounds is accounted for by the fact that 
con glagic patel Sper the catch of said pelagic sealers consists of at least 85 
jority pregnant or per cent cows; that said cows when taken in the North 
oar eek Pacific are in the majority of cases with pups, and in 
Bering Sea are so-called milking females; that whenever a milking 
cow is killed, her pup on the rookeries dies of starvation. In sup- 
port of this fact last stated, the number of dead pups 
during the last four years I was upon the islands in- 
creased annually; that the effects of the comparatively 
few raids upon the rookeries themselves, while injuri- 
ous, bear but a small ratio to the enormous damage done by the pelagic¢ 
hunting. 
That those in charge of said islands did not when said decrease on 
said rookeries commenced know conclusively tbe cause 
fone: thereof; that my opinion then was that it was caused 
by pelagic sealing, but had been informed and believed 
that the United States Government intended to seize all such poaching 
vessels; that relying upon such information I authorized the taking of 
seals as before; that such protection of seal life was not fully carried out 
in Bering Sea and the North Pacific by reason of England’s interference, 
and that the rookeries were thus depleted. 
Iam fully convinced from my knowledge of seal matters that if this 
: indiscriminate and reckless destruction of the Pribilof 
Unrestricted pelag- : : ; as : : : . 
ic sealing willdestroy Seal herd continues as it has done in the past six years 
the Alaska herd. in Bering Sea and the North Pacific, the seals will be 
practically exterminated in a very few years, even if the United States 
Yovernment should not allow any seals to be taken on the Pribilof 
Islands, for the destruction of females in the water has reached a num- 
ber that can not be met by the annual increase. 
In my judgment the seals should be protected in Bering Sea and the 
North Pacific, and that pelagic sealing should be en- 
cap etion neces: tirely prohibited in the said waters. A zone of 30 
miles about the seal islands within which seal hunt- 
ing would be prohibited would be valueless in preserving seal life; 
_ first, because Bering Sea during the time the seals are 
vat Zone of 30 miles there is almost constantly enveloped in fogs and mist, 
under cover of which marauding vessels could run in 
very near to the islands without being observed, if allowed to come as 
near as 30 miles thereto; second, because for over 30 miles from said 
islands great quantities of seals are found coming from and going to the 
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islands from the feeding grounds; and further, because seals found in 
the waters for 60 to 100 miles about said islands are much bolder and 
easy of approach that in the open sea, through the proximity of their 
island home. 

Therefore, in my judgment such a 30-mile zone would be of practi- 
cally no use as a means of protection to seal life, because of the impossi- 
bility to enforce such a law, and because of its inefficiency if enforced. 

(Interlineations herein in my handwriting were made before sign- 
ing.) 

H. H. McINTYRE. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of Apvril, 1892. 

[L. 8.| SEVELLON A. Brown, 

Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, U.S. A, 


Deposition of H. H. McIntyre, Treasury agent, and superintendent for 
the lessees of the Pribilof Islands. 


MANAGEMENT AND PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
‘ity and county of San Francisco, ss: 

Concerning the seal fisheries of Alaska H. H. McIntyre, of West Ran- 
dolph, Vt., deposes and says, on oath: My first knowledge of the fur-seals 
of Alaska was obtained when I went to that Territory in 1868, as special 
Treasury agent, under instructions from the honorable Secretary, toreport 
what action was necessary to be taken by the Govern- 
ment for preserving the seal rookeries and securing a 
revenue therefrom. I arrived in Sitka in November, 1868; remained 
there a few days and went thence to Victoria, British Columbia, touch- 
ing at all principal points between Sitka and Victoria, spending the 
entire winter of 1868 and 1869 among the Indians and fur traders, 
learning their traditions and customs, and noting their catches of furs 
and manner of doing business. It came to my knowledge at that time 
that a considerable number of fur-seals were being killed by the In- 
dians, mostly by the use of spears, in the waters adjacent to Van- 
couver’s and Queen Charlotte’s islands. The total 
catch obtained in this way amounted at this time, as I ,Gost eaten by, me 
was told by the late United States consul, Francis, to 
3,000 to 5,000 skins per annum. The consul further said that the catch 
was chiefly females, many of which were pregnant. The Indians hunted 
from dugout canoes, and could not go far from land. In the spring of 
1869 I joined the United States revenue steamer Lincoln, and made the 
summer’s cruise in her of about four months, touching at many points 
along the Alaska coast between Sitka and the most westerly island of 
the Aleutian Archipelago, visiting the Pribilof group twice durin g the 
season. 

The habits of the seals and manner of driving and killing them 
during Russian occupation of the islands, and in 1868, after the trans- 
fer of Alaska to the United States, were as carefully inquired into as 
the limited time and opportunity would admit, and reported to the 
Treasury Department under date of Novy rember 30, 1869 (House Ex. 
Doce. 36, Forty-first Congress, oon sesssion). This Agharite, seen 
report, together with that of Special Agent Charles Treasury on which 
Bryant, formed the basis of subsequent legislation lsisl#tion for lease 
providing for the leasing of the right to kill 100,000 
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seals annually for their skins. The report was, in the absence of more 
reliable information, largely based upon the traditions and opinions of 
the natives and traders, to whom the management of the sealeries was 
intrusted by the Russian Fur Company, and was afterwards found to be 
erroneous in many particulars. Upon the main point, however, that 
of fixing 100,000 seals as the proper number to be killed annually, we 
have shown by the experience of many years to have been correct. 
iah & . This number was easily secured every year from 1871 
uessecs’ quota of aS 3 : 
skins easily taken to 1885, and at the same time a constant increase of 
pec aE ee the seal rookeries was observed. I am satisfied that 
with good management upon the islands, and the cessation of pelagic 
sealing, this number could have been secured annually up to this 
time, and for an indefinite future. The total number of seals was 
‘ stated in that report to be “not less than 4,000,000 
aagtimated seal Pep Hon the two islands.” I am satisfied that this esti- 
mate was too high, aud that the more recent estimates 
published in the reports of officers of the Treasury Department who 
have been at different times stationed upon the islands, or detailed to 
report upon the sealeries, have been still more erroneous than my own. 
My figures were made without any attempt at mathematical computa- 
tion, and were mere guesses ut the possible number of seals upon the 
different rookeries. 

My successors have attempted to measure the ground occupied by 
the seals, and by multiplying the number upon a given area as ascer- 
tained by count, by the whole area of the rookeries, to arrive at an 
approximation to the total number. They added to their computation 
a large percentage to cover the number supposed to be in the water at 
the time, but did not subtract for the inaccessible portions of the 
grounds, vast tracts of which are covered with bowlders and lava rocks, 

at _ where no seals could lie, or skirted with acclivities they 
mating rapulation could not ascend. That is, the estimates were made 

from measurements necessarily taken after the seals 

had left the rookeries, and sometimes weeks or months afterward, with 
only the recollection of the ground they had formerly occupied to guide 
the observer. Many sections were included which had been but thinly 
populated, if at all. An attempt to secure even an approximative 
census of seals may well be regarded with suspicion. Yet their habits 
are so well defined and unvarying that it is an easy matter to determine 
But easy to deter. Whether they increase or decrease from year to year, 
ane) Ant Tnereaee (OF because they always occupy the same portions of cer- 
aoe tain beaches, and simply expand or contract the bound- 
aries of the rookeries as they become more or less numerous. I re- 
turned to Washington, D. C., in November, 1869, and was placed in 
charge of work during the following winter and spring pertaining to 
Alaska and the sealeries, in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

In June, 1869, I accepted the position of general agent of the Alaska 
Commercial Company, and in the folowing August, when the lease of 
the right to take seals was executed, I became superintendent of seal 
fisheries for the lessees, and remained in this position until the spring 
of 1890. In this capacity I visited the Pribilof Islands, and remained 
there every sealing season except those of 1883, 1884, and 1885, and 
was there also during the winter of 1871/72. In kill- 
ing seals fer their skins, the methods employed by the 
Russian Fur Company, prior to American occupation, were closely fol- 
lowed, except that many tunovations and improvements were instituted 
and adopted after the first year of the lease. The work was chiefly 
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done by the natives, each gang of workmen being headed, as under 
Russian custom, by a native chief. All thoroughly understood the 
work, having been bred to it from boyhood. Great care was always 
exercised in approaching the sealing grounds to disturb them as little 
as possible. On some occasions a considerable number of bulls, nearly 
large enough for rookery service, and rarely a barren cow, were un- 
avoidably gathered up from the beach and Started inland with the 
herd. The greater part of these, at first opportunity, were segregated 
from the drove and seni back to the water. The drove was frequently 
allowed to rest, and whenever practicable driven through some of the 
numerous ponds, or across marshes, to keep them cool. Generally the 
loss of life from the “drive” was very small, amounting, after the first 
two or three years, to only a fraction of 1 per cent of the number 
killed. And nearly all tha? perished on the road were Skinned, and the 
pelts counted in our annua) quota, Upon reaching the killing ground 
the herd was, in dry weather, placed upon moist ground and allowed 
to cool off. 

When killing, if the herd collected upon the slaughter grounds was 
of considerable size, a portion of it was segregated and taken to the 
immediate vicinity of the workmen, the remainder being left at rest, 
This portion wasagain subdivided into “pods” of twenty-five to seventy- 
five animals and driven directly to the killing gang, generally compris- 
ing six or seven men, who with a single blow knocked senseless such 
Seals as they were directed by the “boss” to kill, and the remaining 
ones were driven aside and allowed to find their way back to the water 
at will, which they usualy did shortly after being set 
at liberty. Of course many of these were redriven, and Redriving. 

Some of them several times during the season, but I 

believe no injury resulted to them from this process. They were sub- 
jected upon the drive to no greater exertion, and rarely to more cruel 
treatment in any way than we habitually put upon our domestic animals. 
The only noticeable effect upon them resulting from the “drive” was 
sometimes abraded hind flippers, and of course the signs of healthy 
fatigue naturally following continued exertion, from which they quickly 
recovered. The loss of virility and destruction of reproductive power 
in the older males by reason of repeated driving and 

other hardships to which the young animals are sub. res enee ee Uy 
jected upon the islands, exists, if at all, only in the fe 
imagination of theorists who have reported upon the subject. It is 
arrant nonsense. Impotent males are never seen there in any species 
until they have become. so by old age. Female seals were very rarely 
included in the driven herd, and never killed except by accident. 

In 1871, for want of trained assistants the majority of the seals were 
killed under the supervision of native chiefs. Wehad no teams, and 
were poorly supplied with boats and other facilities for transportin g the 
Skins and doing the work. Salt houses were inconveniently located, 
and the business was transacted in a crude way, under great disad- 
vantages, The skins and all other material upon the islands requiring 
to be moved were carried upon the backs of men, a wearisome and dis. 
agreeable task after a day’s work on the killin g grounds. The results 
were unsatisfactory. The catch obtained under the direction of the 
chiefs comprised mainly small, light skins, because such could be easiest 
secured and transported. The work progressed slowly, as it had always 
formerly done under Russian direction. Less than two-thirds of the 
juota of skins were obtained in June and July. During August we 
were prohibited by law at that time from killing seals. Work was 
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resumed at a later date, and finished shortly before the seals migrated, 
thus keeping them in a state of unrest and commotion nearly the whole 
summer. But the custom did not differ in this respect from that pur- 
sued by the Russians. In1872, and every year thereafter, an American 
“boss” was placed at the head of every gang of natives, 
our tools and salt houses were improved, supplies of salt 
for “kenching” skins increased, and the seal catch was pushed to com- 
pletion before the end of July. Additional salt houses were erected in 
this and the two following years contiguous to the respective rookeries, 
in order to avoid long “drives” and facilitate the work of the men. In 
1873 a horse and team of mules were taken to the island in furtherance 
of the same object, and these were added to from year to year, and sup- 
plemented by several boats and a steam launch, so that long before the 
expiration of the lease, the labor put.upon both seals and men was very 
greatly reduced. Under better management, the quality of the catch 
sent to market constantly improved. The skins averaged larger and 
more uniform in size than had been formerly secured. 
During the whole period of seventeen years from 1868 to 1885, no 
7 _.. difficulty was experienced in obtaining the full quota 
ull quota of skins x ; 5 : 
obtained from 1868 to Of 100,000 well selected, marketable skins. 1 know 
ss this to be a fact during all these years, up to and in- 
cluding 1882, from personal observation and experience continued from 
day to day, in actively managing the business, and am assured by the 
daily record kept by my assistants, and by their reports to me from 
time to time, that they were equally successful in seasonably obtaining 
a desirable catch from 1883 to 1885, inclusive, while I was away from 
the islands. The work was not completed as early in the seasons from 
1880 to 1885 as it had formerly been. This was chiefly due to the greater 
care exercised in selecting animals to be killed. In order that the 
selection should be made from as large a number as possible, and to sat- 
isfy the requirements of the Treasury agents in charge, who demanded 
that all the rookeries be worked in regular rotation, 
pretation in driving we commenced in 1879 or 1880 to “drive” with greater 
frequency from the more distant and less accessible 
grounds. These distant animals were not, however, driven to the vil- 
lage killing grounds, as has been represented, but were slaughtered as 
near the rookeries as seemed prudent with regard to the welfare of the 
breeding seals, and the skins were transported in wagons or boats to 
the salt houses. With this exception, there was no change in the man- 
ner of conducting the business from 1870 to 1889. 
‘In 1886 I again assumed personal direction of the work upon the 
islands, and continued in charge up to and including 1889. And now, 
Difficult in 1889 to 10F the first time in my experience, there was difficulty 
secure the proper im Securing such skins as we wanted. The trouble was 
SSES not particularly marked in 1886, but increased from 
year to year to an alarming extent, until in 1889, in order to secure the 
full quota and at the same time turn back to the rookeries such breed- 
ing bulls as they seemed to absolutely need, we were forced to take 
fully 50 per cent of animals under size, which ought to have been al- 
lowed one ortwo years more growth. Concerning this matter I reported 
to the Alaska Commercial Company under date of July 16, 1889, as 
a ee follows: ‘The contrast between the present condition 
onthe subject. Of Seal life, and that of the first decade of the lease is 
so marked that the most inexpert can not fail to notice 
it. Just when the change commenced I am unable, from personal ob- 
seryation, to say, for as you will remember I was in ill health and una- 
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ble to visit the islands in 1883, 1884, and 1885. I left the rookeries in 
1882 in their fullest and best condition, and found them in 1886 already 
showing slight falling off, and experienced that year for the first time 
some difficulty i in securing just the class of animals in every case that 
we desired. We, however, obtained the full catch in that and the two 
following years, finishing the work from the 24th to the 27th of July 
but were obliged, particularly i in 1888, to content ourselves with smaller 
skins than we had heretofore taken. This was in part due to the neces- 
sity of turning back to the rookeries many half-grown bulls, owing to 
the notable scarcity of breeding males. I should have been glad to 
have ordered them killed instead, but under your instructions to see 
that the best interests of the rookeries were conserved, thought best to 
reject them. The result of killing from year to year a large and increas- 
ing number of small animals is very apparent. We are simply draw- 
ing in advance upon the stock that should be kept over for another 
year’s growth.” 

In the process of securing the annual catch of seals for their skins, 
the breeding animals were very little disturbed. No _ pisturbance ot the 
one was allowed to molest them; dogs were banished eekeries. 
from the islands. The use of firearms was forbidden. The rendering 
of oil from seal-blubber was stopped after the second year’s trial, be- 
cause the smoke and odor seemed to disturb the rookeries near the works, 
and every precaution was adopted which good husbandry could sug- 
gest for the perpetuation of the industry. The seals were apparently 
subject to no diseases; the pups were always fat and healthy, and dead 
ones very rarely seen on or about the rookeries prior to 1884. Upon 
my return to the islands in 1886, I was told by my as- 
sistants and the natives that a very large number of 
pups had perished the preceding season, a part of them dying upon the 
islands, and others being washed ashore, all seeming to have starved to 
death. The same thing occurred in 1886, and in each of the following 
years to and including 1889. Even before I left the islands in August, 
1886, 1887, and 1888, I saw hundreds of half-starved, bleating, ema- 
ciated pups, wandering aimlessly about in search of their dams, and 
presenting a most pitiable appearance. For if the mother seals are 
destroyed, their young can not but perish; no other dam will suckle 
them; nor can they subsist until at least three or four months old with- 
out the mother’s milk. The loss of this vast number of pups, amount- 
ing to many thousands, we could attribute to no other cause than the 
death of the mother at the hands of pelagic seal hunters. 

Between 1874 and 1883 predatory vessels occasionally appeared in 
Bering Sea, among them the Cygnet in 1874 and the 
San Diego i in 1876, but the whole number of seals de- oeouer. 
stroyed by such vessels was small, and had no appre- Cygnet, 1874. 
ciable effect upon the rookeries; in 1884 about 4,000 gan niego, 1876. 
skins were taken in Bering Sea by three vessels, and 
starved pups were noticed upon the islands that year for the first time. 
In 1885 about 10,000 skins were taken in this sea, and 
the dead pups upon the rookeries became so numer- Par ecre pen yer 
ous as to evoke comment from the natives and others poachers. 
upon the islands. From 1885 to the present time the 
fleet of predatory vessels has constantly increased in proportion as 
the seal herd has decreased. From 1869 to 1882 the seal rookeries 
largely increased. I know this from accurate personal observation, 
and reported relative to it to the Alaska Commercial ‘ 
Company July 16, 1889, as follows: “The breeding jo. seo yn ease 
rookeries from the beginning of the lease until 1882 


Dead pups. 


52 TESTIMONY 


or 1583 were, I believe, constantly increasing in area and population, 
and my observations in this direction are in accordance with thosé 
of Mr. Morgan, Mr. Webster, and others who have been with me ior 
many years in your service, and of Special Treasury Agent J. M. Mor- 
ton, who was on the islands from 1870 to 1880. Even as Jate as 1885 
Special Treasury Agent Tingle reported a further increase of breeding 
seals; but his estimates were made in comparison with those of Prof. 
H. W. Elliott of 1872 and 1873, and he was probably not fully aware of 
the fact that the increase had occurred prior to 1883, and that in 1885 
there was already perhaps a slight diminution of breeders.” 
A very noticeable decrease in the herd commenced, as I have already 
pointed out, in 1886, and was coincident in time and 
saelecrenee: Of peer { proportionate in extent with the number of seals de- 
gic sealing. stroyed in the water. The business of pelagic sealing 
in Bering Sea first assumed considerable proportions 
in 1884, and in that year dead pup seals first became numerous enough 
upon the rookeries to excite remark upon the islands. As the sealing 
fleet increased, the starved animals became more numerous. In 1887 
fourteen vessels were seized for illegal sealing, and the effect was seen 
in the following year when a much less number engaged in the business 
and the Bering Sea catch amounted, as I am infor med, to about 34,000 
skins, against about 19,000 or 20,000 in 1888, The failure of the United 
States Government to vigorously pursue in 1888 and the following 
years the repressive policy so auspiciously begun in 1887, led to a large 
increase of the sealing fleet and corresponding destruction of the her ‘d, 
but the prohibition of pelagic sealing nevertheless continued, and the 
usual proclamation was published “by the Government warning all 
parties not to kill seals in Bering Sea or waters adjacent to the Alaskan 
coast. 
The policy of the Alaska Commercial Company, during the whole 
2a period of its lease, was, as might be naturally expected, 
olicy of the Alas- 
ka Commercial Com- to obtain the best possible skins for market, and at 
pany the same time preserve the rookeries against injury, 
for it was not only in their interests to be able to secure every year, 
until the expiration of the lease, the full quota allowed by law, but 
they confidently expected, by re ason of their good management of the 
business, and faithful fulfillment of every obligation to the Govern- 
ment, to obtain the franchise for a second term. I was, therefore, 
always alert to see that the due proportion of breeding males of serv- 
iceable age was allowed to return to the rookeries. This was a com- 
paratively easy task prior to 1882. but became from year to year more 
difficult as the seals decreased. No very explicit orders were given to 
the “bosses” upon this point until 1888, because the bulls seemed to 
be plentiful enough, and because it was easier to kill and skin a small 
seal than a large one, and the natives were inclined for this reason to 
Lp eee eer allow the large ones to escape; but in 1888 and 1889 
Scarcity of breed- : me 5 ? 
ing males in 1888 and there was such a marked scarcity of breeding males 
tee upon the rookeries that I gave strict orders to spare 
all five-year-old bulls and confine the killing to smaller animals. 
Through all this slaughter, involving the driving and redriving, year 
after year, of the same seals, they did not become more 
gee erence oh he timid when on land; but on the contrary, those resort: 
ing to the erounds most frequently disturbed were 
more tractable and easier driven and killed than the ones from remote 
points, as at Polavina or West Point, on St. Paul, or Zapadnie at St. 
George. The “killing gang” frequently spoken of, and I myself, ob- 
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served the harder work in handling and subdividing the drove from 
the more distant places, because of the more savage intractable char- 
acter of the bulls. 

I believe the seals to be susceptible of a high degree of domestica- 
tion. If their strong propensity to bite whatever comes qumecntint Ghva 
within offensive proximity, whether it be, seal cub or high degree of domes- 
a hunter’s limb, could be cured, they could be as easily "2%": 
managed as a flock of sheep. Each one of the young pups driven for 
the customary food supply before their first migration is picked up by 
the hind flippers to determine the sex, females even at this age being 
spared, and when thus in the hands of the hunters 5, iiiieorprand: 
could be as readily marked or branded as any thoroughly ingorotherwisemark- 
domesticated animal. In fact, a large number were '™* 
thus marked in 1872, by Special Treasury Agent Charles Bryant, by 
clipping the ear as a means of further identification. Every seal upon 
the islands has in this way been, or might have been, if we had so 
elected, within our very grasp, to kill or not to kill, to brand or not to 
brand, as we thought best, its skin having at the same time com- 
wercial value. I conceive that no further act of domestication is re- 
quired to constitute under common law complete and absolute owner- 
ship, coupled, of course, with the right of protection of the property, 
wherever found. 

In respect to the propagation and perpetuation of the species, they 
are as controllable and amenable to good management, : 

3 z ' ropagationand 
upon the islands as sheep or cattle. Ifthe right pro- perpetuation of the 
portion is maintained between the sexes, the greatest ‘Pes: 
possible number of progeny is assured. As long as we were able to 
keep exclusive control, undisturbed by outside influences, we main- 
tained the steady increase of the herd and profitable returns from the 
industry. When outside parties, beyond our jurisdiction, carried on 
their destructive work, to any considerable extent, the equilibrium of 
the sexes was destroyed, any calculation of those in charge of the 
islands was nullified or miscarried and the speedy decrease and ulti- 
mate destruction of the seals and sealing industry made certain. 

In contemplating this destruction, the natives of the seal islands are 
most deeply interested, for they are wholly dependent 
upon the seals for a livelihood. The ancestors of the ,,#fect of destrue- 
three hundred people now upon the islands were i 
taken there more than one hundred years ago, and their descendants 
have been born and bred to their occupation of seal killing, and know 
no other. Prior to 1868 the Russians furnished them only indifferently 
well with coarse articles of food and clothing which the seals did not sup- . 
ply, but left them to live in unhealthy conditions in their damp under- 
ground houses, often unsupplied with fuel and not infrequently short of 
food. Under the liberal management of the Americans La 
they have been provided with comfortable wooden oi Mbreved condition 
houses, an abundance of coal to heat them, warm cloth- American manage 
: ees ; ; ment. 
ing, well-taught schools in comfortable school-houses, at- 
tractive churches in the Greco-Russian faith, to which they are devotedly 
attached, and, in short, with all the comforts and many of the luxuries 
of civilization. With these surroundings they have made remarkable 
progress, rendered possible by their income of more than $40,000 per 
annum from the seal fisheries, without which they are left in absolute 
poverty, and must either leave their island home in search of other 
employment of which they know nothing, rely upon the charity of the 
Government for meager support, or starve. They rightly charge these 
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dire alternatives upon the pelagic seal hunters, who have ruthlessly 
destroyed the herd in which every native had a certain vested right, 
in the exercise of which he deserved the protection of the Government 
into whose care he has come. 

H. H. McINTYRE. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of May, 1892. 
[SEAL. | . JLEMENT BENNETLT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of H. H. McIntyre, special Treasury agent and superintendent 
Jor the lessees of the Pribilof Islands. 


MANAGEMENT. 


STATE OF VERMONT, 
Orange County, 8s: 


H. H. MeIntyre, of Randolph, in said county, having been duly sworn, 

iy deposes and says: Iam a native of Vermont, 45 years: 

ER arate old. In the years 1868 and 1869 I was special United 
States Treasury agent assigned to duty in Alaska, under particular 
instructions to visit and re port upon the seal fisheries of Alaska, and 
from 1870 to 1889, inclusive, [ was superintendent of the sealeries for 
the lessees of the Pribilof Islands. In these capacities I first visited 
the seal islands in the summer of 1869, and every year thereafter until 
and including 1889, except the years 1583, 1884, and 1885. In 1871 and 

872 I stayed there continuously for about sixteen months, and in each 
bs the other years from two to four months, through the sealing 
season. I also visited London twice during my supe erintendency in 
connection with the sealing industry, and was at all times actively at 
work in the interests of my employers. My duties as such special 
Treasury agent and superintendent demanded and received my atten- 
tion to every detail of seal life and its relations to commerce. In the 
discharge of these duties I was constantly aided by able, intelligent 
assistants and native seal hunters, whose daily observations and reports 
were from time to time communicated to me. 

The work of seal killing is done by the Aleutian inhabitants of the 
seal islands under the immediate supervision of the 
superintendent for the lessees and his assistants. The 
natives are directed by their chiefs, who are either chosen by them- 
selves or appointed by the Treasury agent in charge. The force of 
natives is divided into gangs of 20 to 50 men, each gang being led by 
an assistant superintendent and native chief, and comprises the proper 
number of “clubbers,” “rippers,” and ‘skinners.” 


Killing. 


Driving. 


In deseribing the habits of the seals it has already been pointed out 
that the “bachelors,” or killable seals, haul out upon 
the land separate and apart from the breeding rook- 
eries, and it follows that they may be herded together and driven in 
from the beaches to the killing grounds without in the least disturbing 
the breeding seals. During the killing season, beginning the 1st of 
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June, or as soon as the seals arrive thereafter, it is customary for the 
superintendent to ascertain the day before a drive is to be made where 
the killable seals lie, and to instruct the chief in the evening in regard 
to the work for the following day. 

At daybreak, about 1 or 2 o’clock in the morning, the chief calls a 
sufficient number of men, usually from six to twelve, and leads them 
to the designated beach. They approach the hauling ground as 
noiselessly as possible, keeping to the leeward of the seals until a point 
is reached whence the “run” is to be made, when, at the word, all move 
at the top of their speed along the edge of the surf and take intervals, 
like a skirmish line of soldiers, between the seals and the water, at 
the same time making such demonstr ations by swinging the arms, 
flourishing caps and coats, or beating bones or sticks together as to 
alarm the animals and cause them to rush inland. The drove is 
quickly collected and brought together in one mass. When it has 
moved a short distance from the water it becomes perfectly manageable 
and is then divided into detachments of 500 to 1,000 seals; each detach- 
ment is placed by the chief in charge of a trusty man, who, aided by 
two assistants, one on each flank and himself in the rear, brings his 
drove along towards the killing grounds at a speed varying from a 
few rods to a mile an hour, in accordance as the ie 
weather may be hot and dry or moist and cool. Ifthe Pdi diving. 
chief is efficient and properly instructed, the seals are at the killing 
ground by 5 or 6 o’clock in the morning, and are given an hour or two 
to rest and cool before the gang turns out after breakfast for the day’s 
work. 

The longest drive made during recent years 1s that from English Bay 
to the village on St. Paul Island, about 24 miles. 

Formerly it was customary to drive from Halfway Geeta RS 
Point and Southwest Bay to the village grounds, but 

it was found to be less trying to the seals and better economy of labor 
to kill nearer to these rookeries. Mule teams and boats on St. Paul 
and pack animals on St. George were accordingly supplied several years 
ago for transporting the skins from these more distant points, and the 
killing has since been conducted as near the rookeries as practicable. 

In driving, advantage is taken of every snowbank, small lake, or 
stretch of marshy eround to rest and cool the drove; 
and if very hot and dry or the sun breaks out, it is 
kept in a cool place until the conditions change. Sometimes the prac- 
tice of driving the seals in the afternoon and evening of the day before 
they are to be killed has been followed. In this case one herdsman 
through the night is sufficient to prevent their escaping. 

The fur-seals do not travel on the land with that ease of locomotion 
characteristic of purely land animals, but on the other | , 

: : : = .ocomotion of fur- 
hand, they move with great freedom compared with seals. 
other species of seals. “Their enforced action on the 
drive is, as a rule, but little more violent than they voluntarily take 
upon the rookeries when moving up and down the slopes and playing 
with each other. f 

There are generally in each drive a few bulls, full grownor nearly so, 

too large for killing, and occasionally a dwarf or sickly rt te ea 
’ ulis ant emales 

seal and rarely a female, all of which are segregated excluded from the 

from the mass as soon as possible and left behind LO eee: 

find their way back to the water. Much depends in driving upon the 

good judgment of the man in charge as to when and how long they 

should be allowed to rest, and in keeping the herd spread out so as to 
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prevent the animals from huddling together and crowding. With 
proper management, the loss from driving is but a 
fraction of 1 per cent, and nearly all are skinned 
and the skins counted asa part of the annual quota. The animals 
that are found unfit for killing and are allowed to return to the water 
to be repeatedly driven later in the season, suffer, in my opinion, no 
ae : injury. Ihave seen it stated by theorists with little 
Reproductiveness : : Ba : 
not impaired by Or no practical experience, that the exertions to which 
driving. the seals are subjected on the drives is unusual and 
excessive; and they infer that it must injure the animal’s reproductive 
usefulness. With more extended observation and experience they 
would discover that such is not the case. The best practical illustra- 
ee tion of this fact is found on Copper Island of the Com- 
riving on Copper ; : 
Island. mander group where, for the past twenty years or 
more, it has been customary to drive nearly all the 
the seals over a very rough mountain trail across the island, and to 
practice the same methods in the killing that we have pursued at the 
Pribilof Islands, with the result of constantly and healthfully in- 
creasing the herd. That seals are occasionally injured or lost by im- 
proper handling is no sufficient reason for abandoning asystem of man- 
agement which proves satisfactory when properly administered. 
These theorists apparently find it very easy to criticise the manage- 
ment of the seals without suggesting any way in which to improve it. 


Loss from driving. 


Killing. 


During the seal-killing season the men turn out to their work about 
6 o'clock a.m. Kach man in the gang is assigned by 
the chief to his appropriate part of the work. If the 
force comprises say twenty-two men, the most inefficient one will be 
designated as “herdsman” to watch the drove and keep it as near the 
workmen as practicable; five of the most active, athletic young men 
are detailed as “clubbers,” of whom two are called “«<irivers,” it Wee 
their duty to cut off from the drove small detachments or ‘ pods,” o 
from forty to seventy-five seals and drive them up to the killers. If fhe 
drove contains a considerable number of adult bulls, or the seals are 
tired or the day warm and humid, the “drivers” have the most labor- 
ious part of the work. Next, one boy is detailed as “stabber,” five as 
‘“‘flipperers,” and the remaining ten, those who are most expert in the 
use of their knives, as “skinners.” 

The clubbers are each armed with a turned hickory club, 5 feet 2 
inches long, of best straight grained wood, like an exaggerated base- 
ball club, and a sharp pointed hook, similar to a stevedore’s cargo 
hook, which he carries in his belt or boot leg. The stabbers and flip- 
perers have double-edged knives 6 or 7 inches long, and the skinners 
ten or twelve inch single- edged yraeet and each man a small, fine- 
grained oil stone of which he makes very frequent use, finishing the 
sharpening process on his own palm or the seal’s flipper, for the edges 
must be as keen as razors to effectually do the work. 

If the drove contains more: than a few hundred seals, a portion of it 
is cut off and brought to within about 75 or 100 feet of the place where 
the first “pod” is to be killed. The drivers step quickly along the flanks 
of the drove at several feet distant from it, and approach reach other 
from opposite sides at a point to detach 50 or 60 animals. These 
are driven directly to the clubbers who have been previously instructed 
by the assistant superintendent what class of seals they are to kill and 
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where they are to begin operations. At the word from the chief the 
blows fall in quick suecession, a single blow upon the head of each seal 
designated being always sufficient to completely stun him, and usually 
to fracture his skull. Those remaining are carefully looked over by the 
assistant superintendent, such of the doubtful ones killed as he may 
direct, and the remaining ones driven to one side and allowed to return 
to the water at will; or, after a few hours, if any remain about the field, 
a boy is sent to head them toward the sea. The clubber’s sharp hooks 
are now stuck into the noses or flippers of the fallen seals and they are 
dragged apart and laid singly, as closely together as convenient for the 
skinners. ‘This is very necessary, because, ‘if left in a heap as they are 
slain, the heat at points of contact quickly loosens the fur and spoils 
the skin. The drivers now “run” to bring up the next “pod,” the 
stabber thrusts his knife to the heart of the stunned animals and the 
flipperers follow as soon as the seals are dead, to cut the skin around 
the head just in front of the ears, around the posterior extremity be- 
tween the body and hind flippers, around the two fore flippers and 
down the median line of the belly. Next he is taken in hand by the 
skinner, who quickly flays him with dexterous strokes of his long, keen- 
edged knife, leaving a considerable layer of blubber upon the skin to 
prevent its hardening and drying in the salting process. When it is 
desired to save the blubber as well as the skin, both are removed from 
the carcass together and flayed apart with skillful strokes of the knife. 

The seal killing is done in a very orderly, systematic manner, and the 
attendant waste is surprisingly small when done with skilled labor. 
Rarely an undesirable seal is hit by a clubber, and occasionally the sun 
will shine out unexpectedly and so heat the skins before they can be 
removed, as to loosen the fur and cause it topull out, but the entire loss 
under judicious management amounts to only a few. score of skins in a 
hundred thousand. An experienced force of 22 men can easily slanghter 
and properly cure the skins of an average of 1,500 seals per day through 
the season. 

When the skin has been removed from the carcass it is thrown, flesh 
side down, upon the damp ground, and as soon thereafter as convenient 
hauled to the salt house, where each one is examined and counted, in 
the presence of the native chief, by the Treasury agent and the assist- 
ant superintendent, in order to determine when the number allowed by 
law has been taken and to form the basis for payment to the natives 
for their work. 


Salting. 


In the early days of the sealing industry it was always customary 
to dry the skins fur market by stretching them upon 
the ground by means of wooden pins driven through 
their edges or by the use of stakes and twine. But “this process made 
the skin « difficult to unhair in dressing, and, moreover, in the very damp 
climate of Alaska it was often impossible to dry the ’skins thoroughly 
enough to prevent their decaying en route to market. Large numbers 
of skins were lost, I am informed, in this way, even after artificial heat 
was resorted to for drying them, and it was found most profitable to 

salt them and ship them in salt to market. 

The salting is done in rows of bins called “kenches.” Each skin is 
thrown to the man in the kench, who quickly spreads 
it, flesh side up, and a third shovels salt enough upon 
it to completely cover its surface. The next skin is spread in the same 
way above the first, and so on with alternate layers of skins and salt 
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until the kench is full. Here they lie from five to seven days and are 
then shaken out, any curled edges are unrolled and salted, and the skins 
are folded with a small quantity of salt between the folds, and again 
piled to complete the curing process. A few days later they are once 
more pulled apart and spr ead out, sprinkled with a handful of salt and 
rolled and tied in compact, cylindrical bundles containing two skins 

each, flesh sides together. In this shape they are lightered from the 
warehouses to the vessel in the skin boats built by the natives, and 
shipped to San Francisco, were they are packed in casks holding from 
fifty to sixty skins each, ‘and forwarded to London via New York, by 
railroad and steamer. 

The practice of salting the skins was followed to some extent by the 
Russians during the last few years prior to the cession of Alaska to 
the United States, and in nearly every particular the management of 
the sealeries by the Americans is the same as that pursued by the Rus- 
sians during the last years of their occupation. Since about 1835 the 
female seals have been invariably spared, and if the 
sealeries are to yield the best returns in future, the wise 
system under which they have been heretofore pro- 
tected must be rigidly maintained. The habits of the animals are such, 
in the separation of breeders from nonbreeders when on shore, that this 
can be easily accomplished; yet the fact should not be lost sight of that 
both breeders and nonbreeders age, in the course of every season, com- 
pletely in the power of the occupants of the islands, and the entire herd 
may be slaughtered to the immediate advantage of their possessors, if, 
by reason of international complications, or any other cause, it is found 
desirable to exterminate them. 

Many improvements were introduced by the Americans upon Russian 
methods, more particularly in systematizing the work 
upon the slaughter grounds, in providing convenient 
buildings in which to salt and bundle the skins, and in 
furnishing means for transporting them from the field to the salt houses 
and thence to the vessels; but the management of the rookeries as re- 
gards their preservation and growth has varied very little since 1835 
or 1840, when the Russians aw oke to the fact that all of the females and 
a proper proportion of the males should be spared. 

The age at which the male seal should be killed for his skin to best 

_. meet the present demands of the market, is 3 and 

wee her age at which 4 years old. It is, of course, as with other animals, 

impossible to say in every case just how old a seal is, 

but in the large majority of cases an experienced seal-killer will deter- 

mine with accuracy from the size of the animal, the growth of hair upon 
the neck, and the length and size of the sanine teeth. 

The average weight and length of the different sizes and ages may 
be generally stated about as follows 


Females. spared 
since 1835. 


Improvements made 
by Americans. 


Length. | Weight. 


Inches. | Pounds, 
At time Of Dirthiz~.. 5.2 <5 ase co meee Sere slenee Smee eae eile winless a nie nid See eCieepetemtiets 12 7 
ATG ear. Old) 2S. 8: ccescincis be sen aee ese ae ee eeeiocer ee nes = ch eae eee meee 38 39 
JN 3 VRE BEY Ol” Sopem oo a a aac See re SRC E DROID Oc DEB odo 1 eCntdc CaSO EERE SOEAE oeeaneeee- 46 60 
Pauly hoy op nace) lah (ele Cee es See Se > se camel. a20 Coat SOO Spo eOmOnED Renenhasseocoaacc 54 90 
At 3 years old, female, nearly full-crown .......--------.--.---<--- 352): Bee Lae 54 60 
At 4 years Lanta es coe sk a oa es I 0a ge 60 150 
At 4 years old, female, full-grown..-.-..... Cea. 5 ie rere ee fey SF 56 80 
At/5\ years, Old nigle/So-24< 5 seas ot te ocieneeeetiee oe escent ee eee 66 225 
At 6 years old, male, mearly full-Prowmn coe hee sacar sess -es sss ne see noe etets E 390 


At full adult age, AMRIO: Sas Cel dak eR ee Se ere fi 450 
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The sex of the yearlings is not easily determined unless the animal 
is caught and examined. The shape, size, and color _ pistinguishing tie 
of the two sexes are very closely alike at this age. 8° 
At 2 years old it is less difficult, and there is very little risk in 
assuming that all those found at this age with the nonbreeders are 
males, because all, or nearly all, the females at 2 years old consort 
with the breeding seals upon the rookeries. In the last two years of 
the Alaska Commercial Comvany’s lease of the sealeries large numbers 
of 2-year old seals were killed under my direction, but never, to my 
knowledge, any females of this age. 

H. H. McINTyYRE. 


Sworn to and subscribed at Randolph, Vt., this 28th day of July, 
A. D. 1892, before me. 
[SEAL | J. B. ELDREDGE, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Thomas F. Morgan, sealer on Pribilof Islands in 1868 and 
1869, and agent of lessees from 1874 to 1887. 


PRIBILOF ISLAND ROOKERIES. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Thomas I, Morgan, being duly sworn, says: I am 44 years of age, and 
reside in the town of Groton, Conn. In 1886 IL shipped as second 
mate of the bark Peru, owned by the firm of Wil 
liams & Haven, of the city of New London, Conn., 
which vessel was commanded by my father,Capt. Ebenezer Morgan, and 
sailed on that bark from Honolulu about the 27th day of February, 
1868, for the purpose of catching seals on the islands in Bering Sea, 
Williams & Haven having for many years been engaged in seal fisheries, 
and being, so tar as I know, the largest firm in the United States en- 
gaged in that business. We sailed to the port of Sitka and there ap- 
plied to the commander, Gen. Jefferson C. Davis, for permission to land 
the cargo of the bark on the Pribilof Islands and take seals on those 
islands. At the end of the season I remained on the island of St. Paul, 
one of the said Pribilof Islands, until August, 1869, as a representative 
of Williams & Haven’s interest in and about said island. In the last- 
mentioned year I returned to this country, and, at the request of the 
Alaska Commercial Company, of which Williams & Haven were stock- 
holders, I was employed in the year 1874 to return to the Pribilof Is- 
Jands as a representative of said Alaska Commercial Company. 

In pursuance of such request I returned to the island as agent of 
said last-mentioned company in charge of the island of St. George, 
which with the islands of St. Paul, Otter, and Walrus, constitute the 
group known as the Pribilot Islands. I arrived at said island some- 
time in May, 1874; took up my residence there, and remained in my 
capacity of agent in and about that island during each sealing season 
thereafter until the year 1887. That during the years 1868 and 1869, 
and from May to July, 1874, I was located on St. Paul Island, and also 
from July, 1882, to May, 1883; that during the remainder of the time I 
was upon said islands I was resident on St. Geor ge Island; that during 
my residence on said islands I examined fr equently the breeding rook- 


Experience. 


60 TESTIMONY 


eries on the island where I then was located, and now recollect the 
condition of said rookeries, and the approximate area which each of 
them covered at different times during my experience on said islands; 
that I have carefully examined the lines drawn by H. H. McIntyre on 
exhibits signed by him and marked Exhibits A, B, C, 
Indicates on charts ~ ° : Sees Bu Sata : 

the areas covered by D, E, F, and G, indicating the grounds covered by said 
BOER SSI rookeries on St. Paul Island in the year 1870, and the 
year 1882, and that the red line shows the approximate area so covered 
in 1869, and the blue line the approximate area so covered in 1882; 
that I have indicated to the best of my recollection the grounds covered 
by breeding rookeries on St. George Island in the year 1874, by a red 
line, and the grounds so covered in the year 1884 by a blue line, on the 
exhibits signed by me and marked Exhibits H, I, J, and K; that the 
grounds so indicated are practically correct and represent approximately 
the area covered by breeding seals on said St. George Island in said 

years of 1874 and 1884. 
I further depose and say I have examined the charts of said St. Paul 
and St. George Islands, made as I am informed and 
ancrifes charts believe by J. Stanley Brown; that to the best of my 
Brown showing haul- Knowledge the spaces represented on said charts as 
ing grounds on isl oyounds over which the bachelor seals have hauled at 
various times during my experience are practically 

correct. 
THOMAS F. MORGAN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of April, 1892. 
[SEAL. SEVELLON A. BROowN, 
Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, U.S. A. 


Deposition of Thomas F. Morgan, agent of the lessees on the Pribilof Islands 
and of the lessees on the Commander Islands. 


HABITS, MANAGEMENT, AND PELAGIC SEALING. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Thomas F. Morgan, being duly sworn, says: I am 44 years of age, 
and reside in the town of Groton, Conn. In 1868 I shipped as second 
mate of the bark Peru, owned by the firm of Williams & Haven, 
of the city of New London, Conn., which vessel was 
commanded by my father, Capt. Ebenezer Morgan, 
and sailed on that bark from Honolulu about the 27th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1868, for the purpose of catching seals on the islands in 
Bering Sea, Williams & Haven having for many years been engaged 
in seal fisheries, and being, so far as 1 know, the largest firm in the 
United States engaged in that business. We sailed to the port of 
Sitka, and there applied to the commander, Gen. Jefferson C. Davis, 
for permission to land the cargo of the bark on the Pribilof Islands 
and take seals on those islands. At the end of the season I remained 
on the island of St. Paul, one of the said Pribilof Islands, until August, 
1869, as a representative of Williams & Haven’s interests in and about 
the said island. In the last mentioned year I returned to this country, 
and at the request of the Alaska Commercial Company, of which Wil- 
liams & Haven were stockholders, I was employed in the year 1874 to 
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return to the Pribilof Islands as a representative of the said Alaska 
Commercial Company. 

In pursuance of such request I returned to the islands as agent of 
said last-mentioned company in charge of the island of St. George, 
which with the islands of St. Paul, Otter, and Walrus, constitue the 
group known as the Pribilof Islands. I arrived at said island some 
time in May, 1874; took up my residence there and remained in my 

capacity of agent in and about that island during each sealing season 
thereafter until the year 1887. At the expiration of the sealing season 
ot 1887, I returned to the United States, and in 1891 was engaged by 
the Russian Sealskin Company, of St. Petersburg, as chief ‘agent of 
that company, to proceed to the islands of Komandor ski, consisting of 
Copper and Bering Islands, commonly called the Commander Islands, 
which said company had a lease of the said Commander Islands as well 
as of the island of Tuleni or Robben, in the Okhotsk Sea, to kill seals 
and other fur-bearing animals on those islands on the payment of a 
royalty tothe Russian Government. During the years above-mentioned 
I have superintended the killing of, on the average, 18,000 seals a year; 
and in the last year of my employment by the Russian Sealskin Com- 
pany [killed or superintended the killing of 30,000 seals. The skinning, 
curing of skins, packing of skins, and shipping of the skins froin the 
islands of all the seals the killing of which I superintended has been 
under my immediate supervision, and a considerable part of the work 
thereof has been done by me personally. 

That during my employment on said Pribilof Islands I carefully 
studied the habits of the fur-seal and the statements hereafter made as 
to the habits of said animals are based on my own observation and also 
from the fact that these statements have been corroborated by natives 
and residents on said islands, whom I know to be familiar with every 
phase of seal life. 

The Alaska fur-seal breeds, [am thoroughly convinced, only upon 
the Pribilof Islands; that I have been on the Alaske 
coast and also along the Aleutian Islands; that at no, Al@skanseal breeds 

. am aus up only on 
point have I ever observed seals to haul out on land Pribilof Islands. 
except at the Pribilof Islands, nor have I been able to 
obtain any authentic information which causes me to believe such is 
the case. 

The Alaska fur-seal is migratory, leaving the Pribilof Islands in the 
early winter going southward into the Pacific and 
returning againin May, June, and July to said islands. 
[ have observed certain bull seals return year after year to the same 
place on the rookeries, and I have been informed by natives, that have 
lived on the islands, that this is a well-known fact and has been ob- 
served by them so often that they stated it as an absolute fact. 

I believe that the cause the seals chose these islands for their home 
is because of the isolation of these Pribilof Islands and because the 
climatic condition of said Pribilof Islands is particu- 
larly favorable to seal life. During the time the seals 
are upon land the weather is damp and cool, the islands being almost 
continually enveloped in fogs, the average temperature being about 
41° F. during the summer. 

The pup seals are born on the breeding rookeries on St. Paul and St. 
George islands during the months of June and July. When first born 
a pup can only live upon land, isnot amphibious, and is | ere 
unable to swim. If it is washed off into the sea by the jys"?* "°* aDipBIvE: 
surfit is drowned, as I have often seen. If a pup was 
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born in the water it could not possibly live and I have never heard of 
such a case. <A further fact in this connection is that the females never 
come to the islands accompanied by a pup. After birth a pup at once 
begins to suckle its mother, who leaves its offspring only to go into the 
water for food, which L believe from my observation consists mainly of 
fish, squids, and crustaceans. In her search for food the 
Hie paca feedingand female, in my opinion, goes 40 miles or even further from 
the islands. The pup does not appear to recognize its 
mother, attempting to draw milk from any cow it comes in contact with ; 
but a mother will at once recognize her own pup and will allow no other 
to nurse her. This [ know from often observing a cow fight off other 
pups, who approached her, and search out her own pup 
a Comeuphier octane from among them, which | think she recognizes by its 
smell and its ery. 

When the pupsare about six or eight weeks old they begin to herd 
together in groups called “pods;” these by degrees 
work down toward the shore and after several trials 
and failures at last find the use of their flippers and 
learn to swim; from this time, the Ist of August or thereabouts, the 
pup goes into the water at intervals, but remains most of the time on 
the rookeries until about November, the time which the pup spends in 
the water depending a great deal on the weather. 
Toward the first or middle of November the pups leave 
the islands; they instinctively turn southward toward the Aleutian 
Islands. 

The time of their departure depends a good deal on the state of the 
weather; if the winter is open, they may be found much later upon the 
islands and if particularly warm seals may be found during the whole 
winter upon and about the islands. Probably, too, they are induced to 
leave the islands in pursuit of food. In my opinion if the islands were 
a little warmer in winter and not surrounded by ice, the seals would 
remain there the year round, as they evidently consider the Pribilof 
Group their home. 

‘rom the islands the pup with his fellows goes southward, passing 
through the passes between the Aleutian Islands, and holds its course 
still south till lost sight of in the ocean. From this time until the herd 
re-appears off the Californian coast their course is a matter of belief; but 
from information of sea captains of coasting vessels who have sailed 
during the winter, seals during December and the first part of January 

are found heading southeastwardly toward the Calitor- 

Appearance of Cali- nian coast. In January and Febrvary they begin to 
fornia coast. ‘ c “ . . . > 

appear along that coast; then turning northward they 

proceed along the coast, reaching Vancouver Island about March, the 

Southern Alaska coast in April and May, and in June the herd reénters 

3ering Sea and proceeds again to their island home. It is impossible 

to state the course or exact time of migration with complete accuracy, 

but this course here designated I believe to be approximately correct. 

The pups which left the island the year before have now become 
“vearlings,” the males and females herding together 
indiscriminately and not coming on shore until some 
time in August or September; they also leave the islands a little earlier 
than the first year and make the same course of migration as before. 
On their second return to the island as ‘ two-year- 
olds” the sexes separate, the females going on the 
breeding rookeries where they are fertilized by the bulls, and the males 
hauling up with the nonbreeding males, called “ bach- 
elors,” on the so-called ‘+ hauling grounds,” The “ two- 
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year-olds” again migrate southward over the same course as formerly. 
On their return to the islands, the female goes again to the breeding 
rookeries and there brings forth her first pup. From this time forward 
she increases the seal herd by one pup annually and the male of the 

same age is on the hauling grounds and is now considered of a killable 
age. 

"The fourth and fifth migrations are practically the same as the third. 
After the fifth or sixth migration the male seal, now 
called a bull, returns to the islands about the first of 
May and hauls up on the breeding rookeries provided he is able to 
maintain himself there, which takes many bloody conflicts. There he 
gathers about him as many females as he is able. From the time of 
his landing until the close of the rutting season or about the first of 
August he. remains continuously on the bree ding grounds, never eating 
and sleeping very little, if at all, About August first he again takes 
to the water, after having fertilized all the cows in his harem, very lean 
and lank, and his harem ‘becomes disorganize d, the pups eathe ring into 
pods, the females going and coming irom the water, and the bachelors 
mingling with the cows and pups. 

The bachelors while on the islands, in my opinion, feed very little, 
and practically it is only the female seals which feed 6.1. samate 

3 P : nly females leave 
while located onthe islands. The speed of a seal when islands to feed. 
Swimming is-very great, covering, I should say, from 10 
to 15 miles an hour. Therefore a female can easily go 
to the feeding grounds and return to the islands in a day; and that so 
far as | am able to ascertain the foregoing facts are practically corrob- 

orated by all those who have had the opportunity to study or observe 
peal life on the Pribilof Islands and in Bering Sea. 

On my first arrival in the Pribilof Islands in 1868, several other vessels, 
representatives of different interests, were there for the purpose of killing 
seals; and the natives of these islands, called Aleuts, were nearly all 
employ ed by one or other of the vessels in the business of killing seals. 
I noticed that the natives always remonstrated when- 
ever any female was killed and stated that that was ine eed a 
forbidden, and I am informed that it always had been ; 
forbidden by the Russian Government. <All the seals killed by me or 
under my superintendence on the island have been male seals, except 
in the case of accident. My knowlege of the catch of 1868 enables me to 
state that the destruction of seals from all sources in 
that year was about 240,000. This is the maximum 
figure. Despite the lowering of the standard weight of skins, care was 
taken annually on St. George that the residue of available male breed- 
ers was sufficient for the needs of the rookeries, and instruetions to 
that effect were given to the assistants by the superintendent of the 
Alaska Commercial Company. In this we were aided by the inacces: 
sible character of some of the hauling grounds. 

From the year 1874 till 1885 we were able to get from St. George and 
St. Paul islands 100,000 male seals within the period 
known as the sealing season of six weeks, from the 10th ,,Quottkenin 1874- 
of June to the Ist of August, and still leave a large 
percentage of marketable seals. In 1885, and in every year thereafter 
until I left in 1887, there was a marked decrease in the 
number of marketable skins that could be obtained in 
each year during the sealing season. We were able, down to the last 
year (1887) to get our total catch of 100,000 seals, but in order to get 
that number we had to take what in previous years we would have re- 
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jected, namely, undersized skins, 7. e., the skins of young seals. Prior 
_ to 1887 we had endeavored to take no skins weighing 
fo uittioaun.* less than 8 pounds, but in order to make up our quota 
in the last-mentioned year we had to take skins weigh- 

ing as little as 65 pounds to the number of several thousand. 

In the years 1885, 1886, and 1587, my attention was attracted not 
only to a diminution in the number of killable seals appearing on the 
island but to a decrease in the females as well. Up to 
the year 1854, the breeding space in the rookeries had 
increased, and from that year ‘down to 1887, when I left the island, the 

acreage covered by the rookeri ies which were occupied 
rk ae ee ran by seals const: intly diminished. Naturally the cause 

of this diminution was a matter of interest and inquiry. 
It was not evident that it was from causes incident to the taking of 
seals uponthe island. The greatest care was exercised in the driving; 
under precisely similar conditions the herd had in- 
creased in former years; the number of skins origi- 
nally apportioned to St. George Island were reduced at an early date, 
and only increased in proportion to the rookeries’ expansion. No dis- 
turbance of the rookeries was permitted, even the presence of dogs and 
use of firearms being prohibited during the presence of the seals. But 
facts came under my observation that soon led me to what I believe to be 
the true cause of destruction. For instance, during the period of my 
residence on St. George Island, down to the year 1854, there were always 
a number of dead pups, the number of which I can not 
give exactly, as it varied from year to year, and was 
dependent upon accidents or the destructiveness of storms. Young 
seals do not know how to swim from birth, nor do they learn how for 
six weeks or two months after birth, and therefore are at the mercy of 
the waves during stormy weather. But from the year 1884 down to the 
period when I left St. George Island, there was a marked increase in 
the number of dead pup seals, amounting, perhaps, to a trebling of the 
numbers observed in former years, so that I would estimate the number 
of dead pups in the year 1887 at about five or seven thousand as a 
maximum. 

I also noticed during my last two or three years, among the number 
of dead pups, an increase of at least 70 per cent of those which were 
emaciated and poor, and in my judgment they died from want of nour- 
ishment, their mothers having been killed while away from the island 
feeding, because it is a fact that pups drowned or killed by accidents 
were almost invariably fat. Learning further, through the London 
sales, of the increase in the pelagic sealing, it became my firm convic- 
tion that the constant increase in the number of dead pups and the 
decrease in the number of marketable seals and breeding females found 
on the islands during the years 1885, 1886, and 1887 were caused by 
the destruction of female seals in the open sea, either before or after 

giving birth to the pups. The mother seals go to feed- 
we a mctether ing grounds distant from the islands, and I can only 
~ account for the number of starved pups by supposing 

that their mothers are killed while feeding. 

As Lunderstand the fact to be, most of the seals killed in the open 

sea are females. My reason for this conclusion are (1) 

most of seals killed that from my knowledge of the seal, I know that the 
female when heavy with young, as they are during the 

early part of the season when on their way to the rookeries where they 
are delivered during the months of June and July, are much heavier in 
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the water and much less able to escape, because they are capable of re- 
maining under water to escape for a very much less period of time than 
when they are not heavy with young, or than the male seal would be; 
and (2) because I have personally inspected skins taken upon the three 
schooners Onward, Caroline, and Thornton, which skins 

Examination of 
taken in Bering Sea were landed in Unalaska and Were catch of the Onward, 
then personally inspected by me in the month of May, [aretime, and B horn: 
1887. The total number of skins so examined by me 
was about 2,000, and of that number at least 80 per cent were the skins 
of females. Ti have also examined the skins taken by the United States 
revenue cutter Rush from one of the North Pacific Islands, where they 
had been deposited by what is known asa poaching schooner and taken 
to Unalaska, which numbered about 400 skins, and of that 400 skins at 
least 80 per cent were the skins of female seals. I have also examined 
the skins seized from the James Hamilton Lewis in the 
year 1891, by the Russian gunboat Aleute, numbering ,70mee Mamilion 
416, of which at least 90 per cent were the skins of fe- 
male seals, and from my long observation of seals and seal skins, I am 
able to tell the difference between the skin of a male and the skin of a 
female seal. 

From my knowledge of the aquatic habits of the seal and the diffi- 
culty of accurate shooting when the object is in the water, I am of the 
opinion that a large number of seals are also killed by vessels engaged 
in the business of taking seals in the open seas, which 44. of tite. 
are not caught. Iam unable to form any estimate of 
the number of seals shot or speared from vessels, which are lost, but in 
the last two or three years of my residence at St. George Island, in 
taking 15,000 seais, I found, approximately, 3 pounds of lead, in the 
form of slugs, bullets, and buckshot, which I personally took from the 
bodies of male seals, some of which were so badly wounded that they 
would have died; and I have personally examined the log of the 
schooner Angel Dollie, in which it was stated that the hunters from that 
vessel got about one seal out of every ten seals shot at; also that on 
one occasion they fired 250 rounds and got 20 seals; on ‘another ocea- 
sion 100 cartridges and got 6 seals; and which log also stated that the 
captain personally shot and killed 7 seals of which he got only one. 

Deponent further says that he thinks that the decrease in the num- 
ber of seals found in the rookeries and the increase in the number of 
dead pups are caused directly by the open-sea sealing commonly called 
poaching and that the prohibition of such poaching is 
necessary to the preservation of the herds, and that , 
from what he has himself seen he thinks, if such ~ 
_ poaching be not prohibited the herds will be practically exterminated 
within five years. One cause of destruction is raiding, » :aine 
which has been done upon the shores of the islands. a 
A half dozen such raids are known to me personally; but, while it is 
not possible for me to state with certainty the skins actually secured 
by such raids, I believe that, although such raiding is detrimental, its 
injurious effect as compared with the: disastrous results of pelagic seal- 
ing is insignificant. 


Protection neces- 


THOMAS F. MorGAN. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of April, 1592. 
[L. 8.] SEVELLON A. Brown, 
Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, U. 8. A. 
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Deposition of John M. Morton, agent of the lessees and Treasury agent on 
the Pribilof Islands. 


HABITS. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

John M. Morton, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam 
United States shipping commissioner at San Francisco. The Alaska 
Commercial Company obtained the lease of the seal islands in 1870. In 
the fall of that year | went to Alaska on the steamer 
Constantine as an agent of said company, arriving at St. 
Paul Island in October, where I re ‘mained until the close of the sealing 
season in the following year. During the summer of 1872, I visited all 
of the trading posts of the company, both on the mainland of Alaska 
and the various islands, thus spending the entire summer in Bering Sea. 
This trip was extended to Copper and Bering islands, belonging to the 
Russians, and of which members of the Alaska Commercial Company 
had control at that time, and to Petropaulovski in Kamelratka. In 
the course of our voyage in 1872, we touched twice at the seal islands 
of Alaska, spending there altogether, perhaps, a week or ten days, 
During our stay at St. Paul this year, I visited (in July) most of the 
rookeries and hauling grounds of the fur-seals. 

The summer of 1873 I spent on St. George, and while there my 
business called me frequently to the various portions of the island 
where the seals were accustomed to congregate. I did not go to 
Alaska in 1874, but in 1875 and again in 1876 [ went north, spending 
both seasons on St. Paul Island. I resigned my position with the 
Alaska Commercial Company in the fall of 1876, but in the spring of 
1877 I was appointed to the position of Treasury agent at the seal 
islands (in charge), and entered upon the discharge of my official du- 
ties in May of that year. During my residence oi: the island, which, 
so far as the sealing seasons were concerned, practically covered a 
period of eight years (from 1870 to 1878 inclusive), I obtained a full 
knowledge of the sealing business in its various branches, and became 
familiar with all of the grounds occupied by the fur seals. 

I was at all times greatly interested in observing the movements and 
habits of these animals and scarcely a day passed that I did not visit 
one or more of the rookeries. During the seasons of 1877 and 1878, 
while serving in the capacity of speci ial Treasury agent, I devoted my 
best attention and study to this subject. It may be said in the start 
that the grounds held by the fur-seals are known at the islands as 

‘‘rookeries” and “hauling grounds.” On the former . 
pp nookeries and hanl- are found the breeding seals, viz, the full-grown males 
ng grounds, descrip- E ° 1 @ 
tion of. not less than six years of age, and females of three 

years old and upwards. The grounds comprising the 
rookeries slope upward from the sea in a gradual and easy manner, and 
are characterized by hard dry surfaces of volcanic cement or basaltic 
rock. They are readily accessible from the water and possess other 
favorable conditions tor occupancy by the seal life. 

The first arrivalsof seals at the islands usually take place early in May. 
These are of the class of large bulls which occupy posi- 
tions on the rookeries. The females, as a class, begin 
to appear in June, and by the middle of July the whole of the vast 
herd may be said to have arrived and established itself. 
The females soon after their arrival give birth to their 
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young and are limited, so far as I have been able to observe from long 
and close observation of the rookeries during the breed- 
ing season, to a single * pup.” 

The statement that the fur-seal may bear and rear its young at sea 
as well as on land is, in my opinion, wholly gratuitous. 

I am unable to conceive of any ground whatever TPG seer rae eos: 
which to base such an assertion. When born the 

“pup” is an exceedingly stupid animal, with an abnormal develop- 
ment of head, and is apparently ine apable of any exertion, exeept in 
the way of exercising its lungs. At this time it is certainly not an am- 
phibious animal, for it does not attempt to approach the water for e 
month or two after its birth, and in its first natatorial efforts not only 
does it seem to require instruction from the older seals, but considera- 
ble practice is also necessary in the shallow waters 

along the beaches before it dares to venture away from ,EUPs learning to 
the shore and among the turbulent waves of Bering 

Sea. In my opinion, the seal “pup” when its first introduction to the 
world takes place at sea must inevitably perish. ue that it might 
float on the surface of the water for a while, what is to become ot it 
during the long voyages the mother must now make in search of nour- 
ishment for it and herself? The supposition that it would be able to 
accompany her on such journeys is equally as absurd as the idea of its 
being left unprotected on the surface of a stormy sea while awaiting 
her return. | 

I desire also to express my belief concerning the seal life that the act 
of copulation can not be successfully performed in the ' 
water. Those who have witnessed its accomplishment (;puiation in the 
on the rookeries must coincide with such opinion. A 
firm foundation for the support of the animals, which the ground sup- 
plies, and the water does not, is indispensable to oppose the pushing 
motion and forceful action of the posterior parts of the male which he 
exerts during coition. The closest observation which [ have been able 
to give to the movements and habits of the seals in the water has fur- 
nished no evidence to controvert the above opinion. 

The rutting season among the seals continues through the mouths of 
June and J uly and into the early part of August, and 
upon its subsidence the rookery bulls, after their long 
fasting of two or three months, after many sanguinary battles, worn, 
starved, and emaciated, return to the water. Younger males now make 
their appearance on the rookeries, coming and going at will; and now 
thousands and tens of thousands of “pups,” “podded” together near 
the beaches or plunging and rolling in the surf, may beseen. By the 
middle of September the systematic organization of the rookeries is 
entirely broken up, and the major part of the seals have left the land. 
The seal life seems reluctant to depart from the islands, 
and does not entirely disappear before December or 
January; while indeed, if the winter be an open and mild one, some 
of the old males will not depart at all. The seals are undoubtedly 
driven from the islands by the severe winter climate of Bering Sea 
and the necessity of seeking food. Were it not for these facts, I should 
be unable to conceive of any reason for their migration. 

The rookeries are covered by the breeding seals in a very compact 
and regular manner. There is no evidence of crowd- 
ing or bunching in one place, or scattering in another, ,,Arpearance of the 
and apparently no spaces within their limits, suitable 
for occupancy, which are not covered, It is evident from this system- 
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atic arrangement and distribution that any expansion or contraction 
which may take place of the rookery boundaries must show a cor- 
responding increase or diminution of their population; and further, 
that.as the rookeries enlarge or diminish so in a like ratio will the 
general body of the seal life be affected. By careful and intelligent 
study, then, of the breeding grounds, any material changes which may 
take place from year to year in the numerical condition of the seal life 
on the two islands may be determined. I may state that the sum of 
my observations in the above relation on the Pribiloff Islands at the 
close of the season of 1878 clearly indicated that since 
png ceeanpoe Neon 1870 the rookeries had increased in an apyreciable 
manner, and I may add that such was the opinion of 
everybody on the islands who had given the subject any careful study. 
During the years I have mentioned, to wit, from 1870 to 1878, inclusive, 
the stock of killable seals was always more than sufficient to meet the 
annual demands made upon it by the lessees and still leave in reserve 
a proper supply of males for future use on the rookeries. 

The slaughter of animals for their skins was always conducted care- 
fully and systematically, and in accordance with wise 
regulations looking to the proper protection and con- 
servation of the seal life. The killing of females was prohibited, and, 
fortunately, a strict adherence to the law in this respect was entirely 
practicable by reason of the fact that the “ bachelors ” or killable seals 
‘occupy positions on the islands separate and apart from the breeding 
animals, so that the latter were never disturbed in the drove.” There 
were often driven to the killing grounds at the same 
time aS many as two or three “thousand seals, from 
which were selected without difficulty such animals as were suitable 

; for slaughter, while all others were allowed to return to 
Reaeaene ly the water. Females might occasionally appear in the 
drove, but their presence was generally known and 

none were killed except by accident, which occurred very rarely. 

In the matter of driving, great care was exercised to prevent over- 
heating and exhaustion on the road, and the loss of 
animals in this respect was very slight. I may state 
here that I have never seen any evidence that the seals 
derived any material injury from their overland trip to the killing 
grounds. It has, I believe, been claimed by some one writing on the 
subject, that the lar ge seals which have been thus driven, and subse- 
quently in the culling- out process dismissed from the herd and _ per- 
mitted to return to the water, suffer a loss of virility or the power of 
procreation by their journey. Such statement seems to me to be puerile 
and altogether unworthy of serious consideration. As I have said, the 
driving was done carefully and without undue haste, and while an 
animal might occasionally suecumb to the heat of an unusually warm 
day, as arule the physical exertion called for on the part of the seals 
on these enforced journeys was not greater than they customarily put 
forth in their voluntary ramblings over the dunes and rocks of the 
islands. Indeed, the mortality among the seal life from whatsoever 
cause, outside of that incident to the killing of the animals for their 
skins, was always surprisingly small, and could not have affected the 
rookeries in any appreciable manner. 

The seals are never visited by physical disorders of any kind, so far 

as I could ascertain, and I have never seen on their 
cong, Useases among bodies any blemishes, humors or eruptions which might 
be attributed to disease. 
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{ am informed that of late years thousands of young pups have died 
on the islands while the season was in progress. Cer- 
tainly such condition did not exist during my residence 
on the Pribilof group. The “pups” were sometimes trampled upon 
by the larger animals, and dead ones might be seen here and there on 
the rookeries but the loss in this particular was never large enough 
or important enough to excite any special comment. 

I have already stated that my personal observation and investiga- 
tion of the conditions at the islands from 1870 to 1878, inclusive, 
showed that during those years a steady expansion of 
the breeding rookeries took place. Iam also informed (jsp oto teen, 
and believe that such expansion continued up to the 
year 1882 or 1883. During this period of general increase it is notable 
that the destruction of animals from pelagic sealing was comparatively 
unimportant. Buta few vessels up to this time had 
made predatory excursions in Bering Sea, and the 
number of seals obtained by them is known to have 
been small. Since 1883, however, there is said to have occurred a very 
material diminution of the seal life on the Pribilof 
Islands, due, as it is claimed, to a large and indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter of these animals in the waters of Bering Sea and the 
Pacific Ocean. The cause assigned for this loss is un- 
doubtedly the true one. If no other proof were forth- ,,7o3si sealing the 
coming in relation to it the large display of dead pups 
on the rookeries would in itself furnish ali the evidence required. Such 
diminution could not, in my opinion, be the result of the ordinary 
yearly slaughter for skins. It is shown that an appreciable expansion 
of the rookeries took place after twelve or fourteen years of such 
slaughter, and 1 think this tact conclusively demonstrates that the 
number of seals which the law permitted to be killed each year was 
not greater than the known conditions of the seal’s life would safely 
warrant. 

The business of pelagic sealing, if permitted to be carried on in the 
northern waters, must soon result in the extermination 5, oa. x 

in 6 5 Dhibition neces- 
of the seal life and the destruction of a great and val- sary. 
uable industry. It must produce untold poverty and 
distress among the native people of the seal islands, Effect of unre- 
and in various adverse ways affect the material inter- ay pelagig seal, 
ests of other Alaska settlements and communities. 

I believe the American Government to be justified in assuming and 
maintaining the absolute proprietorship of the Ameri- 

1 merican 0owner- 
can seals. They may, I think, in the broad sense of the ship of seals. 
word, be regarded as domestic animals. They certainly 
possess qualities of a domestic nature which are susceptible of a high 
degree of development. During the first two or three 
months of their lives they are as gentle and docile as 
most domestic animals. They may be handled and 
petted, will accept food at one’s hands, can be taught to follow one from 
place to place, andin various ways are amenable to intelligent guidance 
and training. Even at mature age they are subject to as much con- 
trol as are sheep or cattle. They may be driven here and there at will; 
may be separated and driven together again; divided into groups or 
‘‘ pods,” great or small, or be her ded by thousands with less effort and 
trouble than bands of cattle are herded on the plains. They are far 
from possessing that excessive timidity which has been popularly at- 
tributed to them. They soon grow accustomed to the sight of man, 
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and in the absence of offensive demonstration on his part quickly 
learn to regard his proximity with indifference. At no time can they 
be called aggressive animals, but if suddenly attacked and their escape 
shut off, they will snap and bite viciously. The 
rookery bull will defend his harem valiently, and 
nothing less than superior physical force on the part of his adver- 
sary. Gan dispossess him. To test his courage in this respect I have 
oceasionally attacked him with clubs and stones, and, though his 
family were driven off or deserted him, he still held his ground and suc- 
cessfully resisted my utmost efforts to expel him from the rookery. 

Upon their return to the islands in the spring the seals approach the 

land confidently and their occupancy of the rookeries 

spon eter fosame js regular and systematic. That the male seal returns 

year by year to the same familiar spot or ground on 

the rookeries, when it is possible for him to do so, appears to be prob- 

able. I have seen this fact demonstrated in certain instances without 

any possibility of error; and when this is considered, and his well- 

known systematic and methodic habits are taken into consideration, 

the theory that such is the prevailing practice, at least among the 
rookery bulls, seems a most natural and plausible one. 

It is now well established that, outside of the Pribilof group, there 

are no other islands or grounds in northwest America 
ot UP omy where the seals haul up for breeding purposes. These 

islands are their natural and permanent home, without 
which they could not exist. They leave it only when necessity demands 
and return to it as soon as the climatic conditions make it possible for 
them to do so. Here they find that protection and supervision indis- 
pensable to the reproduction of their kind and the multiplication of 
their numbers. 

During my residence on the islands the native inhabitants were pros- 

perous and contented. The profits resulting from the 
eontiten ef na Jabor of killing the seals and salting and shipping the 

skins were not only ample to supply them with the 
needs of life, but with many of its luxuries. Those who were careful 
and provident in the matter of their earnings were enabled to and did 
deposit some portion each year of the same with the Alaska Commercial 
Company or in the banks of San Francisco. 

The company furnished to each native family, without charge, a com- 
fortable frame dwelling, employed a physician on each island, and sup- 
plied medicines and medical attendance gratuitously. It may be said, 
perhaps, that it was plainly in the interest of the company to faithfully 
carry out all of its obligations designated or implied by the terms of its 
lease. Such was undoubtedly the fact, but, in justice to the lessees, 
it should be stated that they always interpreted their contracts in a 
most liberal spirit, and in many ways exceeded their obligations as far 
as their treatment of the native people was concerned. 

J. M. Morton. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, A. D. 1892. 

[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public. 
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Deposition of Jacob H. Moulton, assistant Treasury agent on the Pribilof 
Islands. 


MANAGEMENT, HABITS, AND PELAGIC SEALING. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Jacob H. Moulton, of Bowdoinham, Me., being duly sworn, deposes 
and says: [am 56 years of age, and my occupation is 
farming. From 1877 to 1885 I was first assistant Experience. 
Treasury agent on the seal islands. I arrived on St. 
George Island May 21, 1877, and left the islands in the fall of 1884. I 
spent four summers on St. Geor ge Island, and one winter, from 1877 
to 1881, and four summers and “four winters on St. Paul Island, from 
1881 to 1584. Hach season I made careful examination of the rookeries 
on the island where I then was located, in connection with my official 
duties, and I also made some study of the life and habits of the seal. 
While I was on St. George Island there was a percepti- eae ; 

ncrease on St. 

ble increase in the number of seals, there being more George Island from 
in 1881 than at any time previous while I was there. 1°77 te 1881. 
While on St. Paul Island I do not think the number of seals increased, 
and in the last year (1884) I think there wasa slight ,,...,. Bute 
decrease. During these years there was always a suf- Island in 1881, Suill 
ficiency of male seals for breeding purposes, and in “ieneyof bulls. 
every year I saw great numbers of ‘idle, vigorous bulls about and back 
of the breeding erounds, which were anable to obtain females. 

I believe that it j 1S utterly impossible to even approximately estimate 
the number of seals which resort to these islands. I 7 : 

mpossible to esti- 

do not mean that it is impossible to measure the breed- mate number of seals 
ing rookeries, for that can be done by the use of sur- sorting to islands. 
veyors’ instruments with practical accuracy, but after the measurements 
are made, it is impossible to estimate the number of seals contained in 
these areas, the ground being covered with broken rocks of all sizes, 
some weighing over a ton, between which the seals lie, so that where 
the large ‘rocks are not so thick there will be a greater number of seals; 
thus all over the rookeries the density of seal life var ies, and besides 
this the seals are constantly in motion, the females coming from and 
going to the water. I do not believe any estimate of the number of 
seals on the islands heretofore made can be relied upon at all, as there 
may in reality be twice as many seals as estimated, or half as many. 
But it is possible to determine by close observation rer Crabs Fa. 
from year to year whether the seals are increasing or mine an increase or 
decreasing, because the seals crowd together in the decrease. 
same manner, whether there are a few or-a great number, and as they 
increase the rookeries necessarily Sante 

While on St. George Island there were practically no dead pups on 
the rookeries. I do not think I saw during any one 
season more than adozen. On St. Paul Island I never 
saw any dead pups to amount to anything until 1884, and then the 
number was quite noticeable. These latter pups I examined, and they 
seemed to be very much emaciated. In my opinion they died of starva- 
tion, caused by the mothers having been shot while absent from the 
islands feeding. Another cause of their starving is 
because a cow refuses to give suck to any pup but her, Cownnsesonly her 
own, and she recognizes her offspring by its ery, dis- 
tinguishing its voice from that of hundreds of others which are con- 
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stantly bleating. The pup, however, seems to make no distinction 

between the cows, endeavoring to nurse from any which come near it. 

Then, too, a pup is not weaned till it is four or more months old, 

depending entirely on its mother for sustenance. For 

jan ouns PUP * the first six or eight weeks of its life a pup is a land 

animal, having a coarse hair, but no fur. This coarse 

hair is shed before the fur appears. A pup is also unable to swim, and 

IT have seen pups thrown in the water when their heads would imme- 

diately go under and they would inevitably drown if not rescued. 

re. There is no doubt that a seal born in the water would 

eintsic birth impos: at once perish. Another point that shows a pup is a 

land animal during the first weeks of its existence is 

that it uses its hind flippers as feet, running on them in much the same 

manner as other land animals, while a seal that has learned to swim 
drags his hind flippers, using his front flippers to pull himself along. 

While on the islands I observed with great care the manner of driving 
and handling the young male seals allowed by law to 
be killed for their skins, and I am convinced the meth- 
ods now in use on the islands can not be improved upon, and especially 
because all the driving is done by the natives, who from generation to 
generation have made this their only business, being trained up to it 
from boyhood. Every precaution is taken in driving not to overheat or 
weary the seals, frequent rests being had, and a “drive” never being 
undertaken when the sun was shining; if the sun came out unexpect- 
edly during a “drive,” the animals were at once ailowed to return to the 

water. No female is ever killed, and it is very seldom 
iyomales tever afemaleisdriven. Very few seals die during a “drive,” 

amounting to a very small fraction of 1 per cent of 
those driven, and in nine cases out of ten of those accidentally killed in 
this way the skins are saved. I never saw or heard of a seal being in- 
jured seriously by driving or redriving. I have seen the hind flippers in 
a few instances a little sore, but never in all my experience have I seen 
an old sore on a Seal. I am positive the reproductive organs of every 
one of the hundreds of thousands of seals I have seen driven were un- 
injured by their movements on land, and I am further convinced this 
must be so from the fact that a seal when moving on land raises himself 
slightly on the hind flippers, so that his reproductive organs are clear 
of the ground. Even if a seal was driven twelve suc- 
cessive : day s for the average distance between a hauling 
ground and a killing ground, I do not believe its virility would be at all 
impaired. 

While I was on the islands [ am convinced that the propagation of 
seal life was never affected in the slightest degree by redriving or 
overdriving. The killmg grounds were near the water, so that the 
seals let ; go from the killing could easily retur n to that 
element, and these killing ‘erounds were established as 
near the hauling grounds as it was possible to do, 
without baving the odor from the carcasses disturb the breeding seals. 
Teams and boats were also used to transport the skins to the salt 
houses, so that the killing grounds could be located much nearer the 
hauling grounds than before this means of transportation was provided. 
There were only, as I recollect, four raids on the islands 
while I was there; but little or no damage was done, 
and seal life was not )percepti bly affected by such maurauding. it 
believe, to avoid certain extermination of the Pribilof seal herd in the 
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near future, that they must be protected in Bering Sea and in the North 
Pacific Ocean. Pelagic sealing must be absolutely pro- ag 
hibited, because the majority of seals killed in this way Te a 
are pregnant or milking females, and this is certain to 
cause extinction of the species very soon, if continued. If pelagic seal- 
ing is stopped, and the present regulations enforced on the islands, the 
seal herd will slowly but surely increase again, as they did before 
pelagic sealing had grown to such proportions as to affect seal life. 

J. H. MOULTON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, U.S. A., this 16th day of April, 1892. 
[L. 8.] SEVELLON A. BROWN. 


Deposition of Joseph Murray, Treasury agent on the Pribilof Islands. 
DECREASE OF HERD. 


Joseph Murray, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at For¢ 
Collins, Colo.; Iam 49 years of age, and I am the first 
assistant special agent at the seal islands in Bering 
Sea. That in pursuance of Department instructions to me, dated April 
20, 1889, I proceeded to the seal islands and landed on St. George 
Island May 31, 1889. That I had charge of that island until J uly 1, 
1890, and I was present during the whole of two sealing seasons on the 
island of St. George. 

That my attention was called to the decrease of seals and the deple- 
tion of the rookeries at an early date after my arrival, 
and that I attempted to study the habits and conditions 
and to note the numbers of seal on the several rookeries and hauling 
grounds, and that the natives and employés of the Alaska Commercial 
Company were unanimous in their opinions that the seal had been de- 
creasing steadily and rapidly since 1884, and I reported the fact to 
Agent Goff, who had found similar conditions existing oi 
on St. Paul, and he so reported to the Department and Rag Amey 
suggested that not more than 60,000 seals should be 
taken in any one season in future. 

In pursuance of instructions from Agent Goff 1 left St. George Island 
on the 19th of July, 1890, and landed on St. Paul Island on the 20th of 
the same month, and remained there until August, 1891. During the 
month of July, 1890, I walked over the rookeries 
and hauling grounds of St. Paul Island and Agent _ Diminished area of 
Goff pointed out to me the lines to which in former jopscres om St Paul 
years the seals hauled and the large areas which they 
covered; and then he ealled my attention to the small strip covered by 
seals on that date, which was smaller than the year previous. 

Agent Goff stopped the killing of seals by the lessees on and after 
the 20th of July, 1890, because of the depleted condi- 
tion of the hauling grounds; and I fully concurred in Pee ede sacee 
his order and action. I spent the sealing season of © 27?" 

1891 on St. Paul Island, and pursuant to instructions of Agent Williams, 
I gave my time and special attention to the study of the condition of 
the rookeries, both the breeding and grounds. I visited the rookeries 
daily from the 7th to the 22d of July—during the period when the rook- 
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eries are fullest and at their best—and I carefully noted their condition 
and the number of seals; the number of cows to the family, and the 
number of idle, vigorous bulls upon each rookery. 

From the experience gained and observations made during three 
killing seasons, from the information gleaned from men who have de- 
voted their lives to the practical side ot the seal question, and from the 
books and reports in the Government offices on the islands, [ am abie 
to say that, in my opinion, there is only one ereat cause 
of the decrease of the fur-seal, and that is the killin g of 
the females by pelagic hunting. During my observations in 1890, I was 
led to believe that the decrease was partly due to the lack of bulls on 
the breeding rookeries, and I so reported to Agent Goff; but after 
thoroughly investigating the subject the next year by daily visits to 
the breeding grounds of the several rookeries, where I saw nearly every 
cow with a pup by her side; and hundreds of vigorous bulls without 
any cows, L came to the conclusion that there was no 
truth in the theory, and that it was the cows that were 
scarce and steadily decreasing. Had I had a doubt, it would have 

been dispelled when I was informed that the combined 

our anuers warned fleets had warned ninety-one poaching schooners out 
of Bering Sea before August 25, 1891, and that each 

of the schooners had sealskins on boar d, WwW hich, in the aggregate, 
mneettios Teen uoe numbered about 36,000, of which 90 per cent were 
skins on board te. found to be females. On the 19th of August, 1891, I 
ee saw the young pups lying dead upon the rookeries of 
St. Paul, and I estimated their number to be not less than 30,000; and 
they had died from starvation, their mothers having 
been killed at the feeding grounds by pelagic hunters. 

JOxEPH MURRAY. 


Cause of decrease. 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 19th day of March, 1892. 
CHAS. L. HUGHES, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of S. kh. Nettleton, Treasury agent on the Pribilof Islands, 
HABITS; PELAGIC SEALING. 


S. R. Nettleton, being first duly sworn, deposes as follows: My place 
of residence since May, 1891, has been Seattle, Washington. Fora period 
of nineteen years prior to that date I was a resident of the State 
of Minnesota. My occupation was that of a real estate and invest- 
ment broker. In the autumn of 1889 1 went to the island of St. Paul, 
one of the Pribilof group, as a special agent of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. In August, 1890, I returned to the States and stayed until the 
spring of 1891, when I returned to said island of St. Paul remained 
there during the months of June and July of that year, and was 
then transferred to the island of St. George, where I remained until 
June, 1892. 

In discharge of my duties as Treasury agent I made such observa- 
tions as could be taken from the breeding rookeries 
and hauling grounds on the islands, and in the waters 
immediately adjacent thereto, and which enable me to make the follow- 
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ing statement of facts; and from personal observation as well as informa- 
tion received from the native inhabitants of said islands, and white 
men resident thereon, | have tormed the opinions herein expressed, 
based upon information and belief: 

The Pribilof Islands, by reason of their isolated location, cool and 
humid climate, rocky shores, and the fog which pre- 
vails from early spring until late autumn, are peculiarly _,,(limatic features of 
well fitted to be the home of the fur-seal. 

I do not know by what instinct they were led to this remote region to 
which they yearly return. The bulls begin to arrive 
upon the breeding rookeries about the 1st to the 10th 
of May; they then select their locations, which they hold during the 
season. During the latter part of June and the early part of J uly the 
cows begin to arrive heavy with young, of which they 
are delivered, usually, forty-eight hours after their 
arrival. In about the same length of time after the birth of their one 
pup they have coition with the male, upon the rookeries, and then 
return to the water to feed. The bull—the lord of the 
harem—remains on the rookery during the entire sea- 
son of about four months, protecting the young and preventing the 
invasion of his domain by neighboring bulls and from the young and 
vigorous bachelors who have not yet reached the age and condition of 

streng th to enable them to cope successfully with the older males, who, 
by reason of their superior strength, are able to hold their position 
against all comers. 

During my stay on the islands I have never seen a time during the 
breeding season when there has not been a number of 
large, vigorous young bulls hanging about the borders 
of the rookeries watching for an opportunity to get a position of their 
own. 

The pup when born is as helpless as a newborn lamb, and as inea- 
pable of living upon the water. It is not until six or 
eight weeks old that the pup of the fur-seal can swim. ,~jUP° ains to 
At that age they form themselves into “pods” and 
work ths emselve es down to the water’s edge; after several days of 
repeated trials and failures they finally learn to swim. 

If for any reason the cow should not be able to reach the rookery 
in time to give birth to her pup, and it should be born _ 
in the water the pup would of necessity be drowned. | 7"Ps Bot born in 
If, as is often the case, a pup should be swept from the 
x oekery into the surf before it had learned to swim, it would be drowned. 
Every season young pups in more or less numbers are thus drowned. 

Referring to the question as to whether pelagic coition is possible, 
I have to say that I have never seen it attempted, but 

‘from my observations I have come to the conclusion 
that pelagic coition is a physical impossibility. 

Upon my first visit to the rookeries and h: valing grounds of the island 
of St. Paul, my attention was attracted to the evidence es of recent and 
remote occupancy by the seals. Marked differences were noticeable in 
the appearance of vegetation on large areas formerly occupied as breed- 
ing and hauling grounds, while near the water’s edge, more recently 
occupied, the round was entirely bare of Veeseatol: enabling one to 
trace the er adual decrease of areas occupied during 
the last six to eight years. My examination of the 
rookeries on St. Paul and St. George during the years 189091 and 
1892 enabled me to trace the yearly decreasing area occupied by the 
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fur-seals on these islands. Aside from the evidences of deserted rook- 
eries and hauling grounds shown by the grounds themselves, I was 
shown by native inhabitants of each island the grounds occupied in 
former years now deserted and grass-grown. The silent witness of the 
deserted rookeries bears out the testimony of the resi- 
dent agents of the lessees of the islands, and of the na- 
tive inhabitants of the islands, that the number of seals on the islands 
began to decrease with the advent of pelagic sealing, and that the 
yearly decrease has been in proportion with the yearly increase in the 
number of vessels engaged in that enterprise. 

The result of my observations of the methods of driving the seals 
from the hauling grounds to the killing erounds i is that 
a very small fraction of 1 per cent of the seals die 
from being overdriven or from being overheated in driving. From 
my personal knowledge of the number of seals killed upon the Pribilof 
Islands by raids upon the rookeries during my resi 
dence there, and from information gained through other 
sources, I conclude that the number of fur-seals killed is infinitely small 
compared with the number killed in pelagic sealing; so small, in fact, 
as to have no appreciable effect upon seal life upon the islands. 

As one result of my study of seal life on the islands I have come to 

the conclusion that if pelagic sealing in Bering Sea 

Extermination from and North Pacific should continue for a period of five 
pelagic sealing. é y 5 : <7 

years to the same extent as now practiced, seal life 
upon the Pribilof Islands will have become extinct. 
S. R. NETTLETON. 


On this 9th day of July, 1892, before me, A. T. McCargar, a notary 
public in and for the State of WwW ashington, personally appeared S. Rk. 
Nettleton, to me personally known to be the individual who signed and 
sealed the above instrument as his voluntary act and deed. 

Subseribed and sworn to befcre me on the date above mentioned. 

[SEAL. | A. T. MCCARGAR, 

Notary Public in and for the State of 
- Washington, residing at Seattle. 
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Deposition of Gustave Niebaum, formerly an employé of the Russian Amer- 
ican Company, and vice-president of the Alaska Commercial Company, 
ete. 


MANAGEMENT ON PRIBILOF AND RUSSIAN ISLANDS. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


Gustave Niebaum, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
50 years old, a resident of San Francisco, and a mer- 
chant and ship owner. I was born in Helsingfors, 
Finland, and became an American citizen by the transfer of Alaska to 
the United States. J entered the service of the Russian American Com- 
mercial Company in 1858, and was in command of one of their vessels 
from 1866 until the cession of Alaska to the United States. I am, and 
have been for several years past, vice-president and a director of the 
Alaska Commercial Company, and a member of the firm of Hutchinson, 
Kohl & Co., the former lessees, respectively, of the Alaska and Sibe: 
rian sealeries. 
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In these various positions the care and management of seal rookeries 
and system and methods of killing seals and curing and transporting 
their skins to market has been my study. I visited the Pribilof Isl 
ands in 1867 and had charge of seal killing there in 1868 and 1869. 
When the Alaska Commer cial Company obtained the lease in 1870, of 
the right to take seals for their skins, I instructed the superintende nt 
and avents of the company in regard. to the way in which the work had 
been done, and outlined to them “the policy to be pursued in the future. 
The lease of the Alaska Commercial Company had twenty years to run, 
and it was for our interests that the very best methods should be 
adopted for managing notonly the “ bachelors, ” then ready for slaughter, 
but also the breeding herds upon which the future of our business de- 
pended. ‘To this end I directed our superintendent of 
the sealeries to observe the greatest care in driving, 
handling, and killing the seals, cautioning him to allow 
nothing to be done that would in any way tend to alarm or disturb 
them, or in the least degree interfere with their already well-known 
orderly, regular habits of breeding and migration. 

The instructions were explicit that no females should be killed, and, 
further, that bulls enough of mature age should be preserved to serve 
them. In order to see that these instructions were followed and the 
business put upon what I confidently believed to be the right basis, I 
visited the islands in 1871 and 1872 and again in 1877, and was more 
than satisfied with the result of my investigations. The work was 
being carried on at these times in a highly systematic, —, 

S ! F mproved methods 
orderly manner, Showing great improvements over the under American man. 
way of doing it under Russian régime, and the result #sement. 
of good management showed itself on every hand. The breeding 
rookeries had largely expanded in 1877 over the limits of 1869, as I 
personally observed and as I was informed by the Treasury agent in 
charge, by our superintendent, and by the native chiefs. The natives 
were enthusiastic in their praise of the American way of doing busi- 
ness and conducting sealing, as compared with what they had been 
accustomed to in former years. 

Yet it required no very deep study nor occult knowledge to bring 
about the healthy growth of the seal rookeries. It was 
simply needed to treat them as our ordinary domestic | How the growth of 
animals are treated to produce the same result. The alee cokeries WeeD Ue: 
seals are polygamous, as our horses, cattle, and sheep 
are, and the best methods of breeding these is equally advantageous 
when applied 'to the seals. It is an indisputable fact, and known to the 
inost ordinary breeder of domestic animals, that any surplus of males 
is a positive injury, and results in a progeny ‘inferi ior in size, quality, and 
numbers produced. The fierce struggles of the surplus male seals to 
gain a foothold on the breeding grounds create great disorder and com- 
motion, and often end in crushing the pups, and: sometimes even in kill- 
ing the mothers. This was so well understood by the Russians that 
lon g before the cession of Alaska they ordered the slaughter, we are 
told by Veniaminof, of the superannuated males, in order to clear the 
way for vigorous stock. They succeeded by this intelligent course in 
bringing up the rookeries from their depleted condition of about 1840, 
consequent upon the bad management of prior years, and the unpro- 
pitious season of 1835, when the ice nearly annihilated the seal life, to 
the productiveness in which we found them in 1868. We continued 
the same system, with slight modifications, and had every reason, up 
to 1882, to expect to be able to return the property to the United States 
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at the expiration of our lease in better condition than when we received 
it. Buta force was already gaining momentum long before we noticed 
any serious disturbance of the herd on the islands that was destined to 
disappoint our expectations, and, if not checked, to utterly destroy the 
commercial value of the sealeries. 

The practice of pelagic seal hunting was followed by the northwest 

Se coast Indians from their earliest history, but amounted 

esults of pelagic 

sealing by northwest to SO little as to be inappreciable on the islands. fe 
aviableon clade. 2fter white hunters engaged in it in a limited way our 
losses from this source were attributed to the Te 

enemies of the seals, and was so far overcome by the good management 
on the islands as to permit the growth of the herd to continue so long 
as it was limited to a few vessels and confined to the vicinity of the 
Oregon, Washington, and British Columbian coasts. But even before 
any considerable slaughter had taken place in the waters of Bering 

; ares Sea, as early as 1882, it was noticed that the rookeries 
era hansion.of Tok had stopped expanding, though they were treated in 

every way as they always had been. An examination 
of the London Catalogue of sealskin sales shows that the “ Victoria 
catch” already ageregated a very considerable number of skins and 
now bring’s home ‘the conviction that pelagic sealing, when confined 
almost wholly to the Pacific, is still a very dangerous enemy of seal 
life on the islands. 

After 1886 the force of pelagic hunters was greatly augmented, and 

Increase in pelagic DeCame more and more aggressive, and their field of 
sealing after 1886 and Operations widely extended, until they appeared in 
etfect thereof. E 2Er 

alarming numbers in Bering Sea in 18st and 1885, In 
1887 we were forced to commence taking smaller skins in order to obtain 
our quota and preserve enough breeding bulls. In 1888 they were still 
smaller, while in 1889 more than half of them were such as we would 
not have killed in former years, and we called the attention of the 
Treasury Department to the evident diminution of seal life, and recom- 
mended that fewer seals be killed in future. There can be no question 
as to the cause of the diminution. It is the direct result of pelagic 
Sealing, and the same destruction, if continued a few years longer, will 
entirely dissipate any commercial value in the rookeries, if it does not, 
indeed, annihilate them. 

I was formerly, as I have stated, interested in the Commander seal 

sae _ islands, as well as those of Alaska. The two herds are 

Russian and Alas- aan 3 : ASCE ae ° 
kan herds distincs Separate and distinct, the fur being of different quality 
amalities re"? and appearance. The two classes of skins have always 

been held at different values in the London market, 
the Alaskas bringing invariably a higher price than the Siberias of the 
same weight and size of skins. I think each herd keeps upon its own 
feeding grounds along the respective coasts they inhabit. 

I am told that the diminution of seal life has been attributed to raids 
by poachers upon the sealislands. Very few of these 
have occurred, and the number of skins obtained by 
the poachers has been comparatively infinitesimally small. I think 
the whole number obtained by them in this way does not exceed 3,000 
or 4,000 skins. We were accustomed always to maintain a patrol and 
guard upon the rookeries whenever the weather was such that poachers 
could land upon them, and upon the least suspicious circumstances 
measures were taken to forestall any attempts to steal the seals. The 
sea is usually rough in the fall when poachers try to get in their work; 
the shores are, at most places, inaccessible from boats, and the natives 
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are vigilant and active. If marine hunting is stopped, they can be 
sately trusted to defend the property upon which their ver y existence 
is dependent, as they have done repeatedly, against any single schooner’s 
crew. 

It has been asserted in print that the Alaska Commercial Company 
is engaged in the business of pelagic seal hunting. It 
has been the custom of the company to vindicate its Commeroan hanes 
good name and title to respect by deeds rather than is speeeed in pelagic 
words, but an imputation upon its honor so absolutely “""" 
groundless and unwarranted as this, it can not do less than deny. It 
is not, and never has been, nor have any of its officers or stockholders 
ever been directly or indirectly engaged in any manner whatever in 
pelagic Seal hunting. It has always purchased from the natives such 
skins as they offer ed for sale, but when seal life grew scarcer on the 
islands ‘it discouraged the natives by every means in its power from 
killing seals along ‘the Alaska coast. To feel a present regret that this 
course was pursued in view of the destruction of the seal herd which 
the Government has permitted, would be but natural, yet we try, as 
honorable men, to rise above even this weakness. 

J have shown that under good management the seals increased on 
the Pribilof group, and know such +o be the fact also go oR ely Ale: 
in regard to the Commander Islands. The methods mander Islands herd 
were the same in the two places, but the Asiatic herd @0%™ te 189. 
was not seriously molested at sea until 1890, and the increase continued 
up tothat date. Now, pelagic hunting is going on 
there the same as in the Alaska waters, and already fsa, sale. dt 
the herd is diminishing as did the Pribilof herd from 
the same cause several years earlier. The same good management, 
upon cessation of marine killing, will rapidly aug ment both herds again, 
for no animals are more susceptible to good tre atment i in breeding than 
these. Their marine enemies, aside from man, are a constant factor of 
destruction in disregard of which they multiply. 

I have no interest whatever in the sealeries or the seal-skin trade. 

G. NIEBAUM. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of May, A. D. 1892. 
[SHAL. | JLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of I. A. Noyes, resident physician on the Pr piloy Islands from 
1880 to 1892. 


HABITS, MANAGEMENT, AND PELAGIC SEALING. 


ST. GEORGE ISLAND, PRIBLOF GROUP, 
Alaska, U. 8. A., 88: 


L. A. Noyes, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a native 
American, and my home is in Randolph, Vt. Iam 52 years of age, 
and a physician by profession. 

In 1880 I entered the service of the lessees of the Pribilof Islands as 
resident physician at the seal islands, and I have 
resided here continuously ever since, excepting an occa- 
sional visit to my home, for a few months in winter, once or twice since 
1880. 

From June, 1880, to August, 1883, I was on St. George Island, and 
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from 1883 to 1884 Iwas on St. Paul Island. I then returned to St. George, 
where I have resided ever since, excepting the vacations aforesaid. 

I have given much time to the study of the Alaskan fur-seal and its 
peculiar habits, and I have watched with care and solicitude the 
increase and the decline in numbers of the animal on the hauling 
grounds and rookeries, and also the methods followed by the lessees 
in taking the skins—the driving and killing of the young males of from 
two to five years old, and the salting, curing, bundlire, and shipping 
of the skins. I have likewise carefully observed and noted the coming 
of the seals in the spring, the hauling out at different times of the 
various ages and sexes, their disposition on the hauling grounds and 
rookeries, the formation of the “harem” or family, the birth of the 
pups, the migrations of the mother seals to feed, the breaking up of the 
harems, the ‘scattering of the cows, and the general intermingling of 
the sexes in September, and finally the departure of the herd from “the 
islands in November or later. 

I have read most of all that has been written within the past quarter 
century on the fur-seal question; and I have listened to and taken part 
in many of the controversies indulged in by my associates and friends 
—men who have spent many years in the fur-seal industry and whose 
practical experience with all its details gives weight and value to their 
assertions. It was I who, at the request of the United States Treasury 
agent in charge of the islands, measured al! the rookeries and hauling 
erounds on St. George island in 1887,' and I have kept the record of 
the climatic changes on St. George since the United States Govern- 
ment discontinued - the meteorological station at the Pribilof Islands. 

In addition to my services as ‘physician, I have occasionally taught 
the school on St. George, and I have kept ‘the books and accounts for 
many years for the lessees on the same island. I am thoroughly con- 
versant with the orders issued by the general and local agents of 
the lessees to the native chiefs in regard to everything appertaining to 
the business of taking the annual “catch” and the care of the seals. 
I have been intimately acquainted with the Treasury agents who have 
had charge of the islands since 1880, and I acted as assistant agent 
myself during the temporary absence of the assistant special agent. 
I am quite familiar with the general and special orders and instruce- 
tions issued from the Treasury Department from time to time to the 
special agents for the government of the natives and the care of the 
rookeries and seal herd. And I know those laws, rules, and regula- 
tions have been faithfully adhered to and fully enforced, published 
reports of transient visitors to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The seal islands of St. Paul and St. George, geographically known 

as the Pribilof Islands, are situated in Bering Sea at 
payvcation ct, *° about 170° west from Greenwich and 56° north lati- 
tude; and they are nearly 200 miles from the nearest 

land. 

The climatic conditions in their immediate vicinity are so peculiar 
and their formation and situation are so unique that it 
is not hard to believe they were selected for a home 
and resting place by the Alaskan fur-seal because of their adaptabil- 
ity to that purpose, and to that only. The thermometer rarely goes 
higher than 60° or lower than zero; the average for a number of years 
being 35°. 

In winter the islands are sometimes surrounded by broken ice, which 
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1 The measurements were made very imperfectly, and I never claimed anything but 
an approximate measurement. It was my opinion that the numbers were exagger- 
ated, and J so stated at the time.—L. A. N. 
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comes from the north, and it will come and go with the tide and currents, 
generally from January to April, but occ: sionally remaining later, and 
again not appearing at all. 

In June, July, and part of August, the islands are enveloped for days 
at a time in dense fog, and a clear sunny day is of rare occurrence. 
The atmosphere is damp and cool, and the rain falls in a sort of fine 
mist which drenches one through before it is felt. 

The islands are of voleanic origin, and the shores are rough, uneven 
lava rock, and broken rock and bowlders of like formation. On this 
rugged shore the Alaskan fur-seals make their summer home; here 
they are born and reared for the first six months of their existence; 
here they come every spring as regular as time, and here they repro- 
duce their species. The career of the fur-seal herd Onn s, hot: 

1e career of the 
these shores is not unlike that of any domesticated seal is a question of 
animal—it is simply a stock-breeding question. TOPOS Jase 

Areas upon which it is agreeable for the females to breed are care- 
fully reserved and set aside for that purpose. 

Each year a sufficient number of breeding bulls are reserved for 
service on the rookeries. The utmost care is taken that the future of 
the herd is not jeopardized by the injury or death of a female. 

So accustomed have the seals become to the presence of the natives 
that the timidity and shyness manuested in the ocean 
is not shown on the isiands. In their infancy the pups 
will approach a native without fear, and later on they are readily 
handled, and the sexes separated, should it be necessary to make a 
killing of pups for food. In the handling, management, and enlarge- 
ment of the seal herd there is as much amenability to domestication as 
there is in a band of range cattle. 

The male breeding seals, or bulls, begin to haul out on the breeding 
rookeries early in May, and they come in more and 
more rapidly as the month advances, and selecting 
their respective stations lie down and sleep almost continuously until 
within a few days of the coming of the females, or cows, when they 
assume a sitting posture and set up a bellowing noise peculiar to them- 
selves, which I suppose to be a “call” to the approaching herd of cows. 
It is at this time the bull appears at his best and in his most aggressive 
mood, and none but the physically strong and successful are allowed 
to remain within striking distance of the veterans. 

The cows begin to haul out in June, and practically they are all on 
the breeding rookeries by July 15. Immediately on 
arriving they are taken possession of by the bulls, the 
strongest and most ageressive securing the greatest number, and guard- 
ing w ‘ith jealous cé re ; and increasing vieil: mee 

Asa rule the pups are born soon after the cows reach the shore, 
though it occasionally happens that a cow will be two 
or three days on the rookery before bringing forth her 
young. 

I think the pups are all born by July 22, and by the middle of 
August the cows have been fertilized for the next year, after which 
the harems are abandoned, and the bulls begin to leave the islands, 
and the females and bachelors (or young males) intermingle indiscrimi. 

nately on the rookeries. From the time the bulls haul out in May till 
they leave in September they neither eat nor drink, Buns fasting on 
and their lean and lanky appearance in September is Tekeries- 
in striking contrast with their rotund form and sleek and glossy coats 
in May. 
2716—VOL 11——6 
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When the pup is born it is utterly helpless and dependent; it is not 
amphibious, and would drown if put into water. I 
have often watched the pups near the water’s edge 
when in stormy weather the surf carried them off, and 
in every instance they drowned as soon as they went into deep water. 

The pup is entirely dependent on its dam for sustenance, and when 
it is a few days old she goes into the sea to feed, 
returning at intervals of a few hours at first, and, 
gradually lengthening the time as the pups grow older 
and stronger, until she will be, sometimes, away for a whole week. 
During these journeys, in my opinion, she goes a distance of from 40 
to 200 miles from the islands to feed; and it is at this time she falls a 
prey to the pelagic hunter. 

Returned to the rookery, the cow goes straight to the spot where 
she left her pup, and it seems she instantly recognizes it by smelling; 
and it is equally certain that the pup can not recognize its dam. I 
have often seen pups attempt to suck cows promiscuously, yet no 
cow will suckle any pup but her own. When five or six weeks old the 
pups begin to run around and form bunches or “ pods ;” 
at seven to eight weeks old they try the water at the 
edge, where, after paddling in the shallows, they gradually learn to 
swin. After becoming expert swimmers they continue to show a 
preference for land, where they generally remain if not driven into the 
water by heavy rain or warm sunshine. They make no effort to secure 
sustenance of any sort beyond that furnished by their dams. 

I have examined many pups at the food killings in November, and I 
never found anything but milk in their stomachs. 

The young males, or bachelors, whose skins are taken by the lessees, 

begin to haul out in May, and they continue to haul 

roattival of bache- ont until late in July, the older ones coming first-and 

the younger ones later; and they herd by themselves 

during May, June, and July, because were they to approach the 
breeding grounds the bulis would drive them off or destroy them. 

The “bachelors” of from 2 to 5 years old are the only seals driven or 
killed on the seal islands by anyone or for any pur-- 
pose; and the sensational stories told of how they are 
“tortured” on the drive have no foundation in fact. When necessary 
to make a drive for skins from any given rookery, the 
local agent of the lessees informs the Treasury agent, 
and obtains his permission to make the “drive.” No seals are driven 
without the consent of the Treasury agent in charge of the island. 
All being ready, the native chief takes a squad of men to the hauling 
ground, where the seals are quietly surrounded without disturbing the 
breeding rookery, and they are then driven slowly along to the killing 
ground. 

Since the improved methods of 1879 there is no drives of greater 
length than 24 miles, and the majority of them do 
not exceed 1 mile. So carefully and so slowly are 
the drives made, the men driving are relieved every hour, because of 
the slow motion they get chilled on the road. Arrived 
at the killing grounds, the seals are driven out from 
the main body in “‘ pods” of twenty or thirty at a time, and experienced 
men club and kill the desirable ones, and allow all that remain to re- 
turn at their leisure to the adjacent waters. The most experienced men 
do the skinning, and after them come the women and children who 
carry off the carcasses for food, and the fat or blubber for winter fuel. 
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In accordance with instructions from the Department, the Treasury 
agent is always present at the killings, and he has full power and au- 
thority to interfere in all cases where there is cruelty practiced or 
attempted. 

All seals killed by the lessees for skins are killed between June 1 
ae a and generally the season closes on the Killing season. 

After the regular season closes, in July, the natives kill, weekly, for 
food, from one to two hundred male seals whose skins _ Seals killed for food, 
are large enough to bé accepted as part of the next year’s quota; and 
it is during these “food” drives in August, September, and October 
that an occasional female is accidentally killed. Being mixed with the 
“bachelors” at this time, some females are driven and accidentally 
killed. The killing of a female is the greatest crime _ Females killed only 
known on the seal islands, and is never done inten- >y accident. 
tionally. Of this I am most positive, for I know that every possible 
precaution has been taken to guard against it; and I believe there has 
not been one hundred females killed on St. George Island since 1889, 
if I may except some killed by poachers who were driven off before 
they secured the skins of the seals they had killed. 

Never since the islands have been American property, has there 
been indiscriminate killing done upon them, nor has there been a de- 
sire on the part of anyone connected with them to injure or damage 
or waste seal life; on the contrary, everything has been done by the 
lessees, past and present, and by the United States, to foster aud pro- 
tect it, and to improve the methods of driving the seals, so that the 
herds might grow and thrive and increase, and perpetuate themselves 
indefinitely. Laws, rules, and regulations were made from time to 
time, prompted by experience, with a view to add to the , Laws, rules, ete., on 

5; ‘ e islands for preserva- 
value of the property, and to abolish everything that. tion of seal tite. 
was not beneficial and in striet accord with the most humane principles. 
To this end all long drives were prohibited, and arrangements made 
by which the killing grounds have been brought as near the hauling 
grounds as is practicable without being injurious to the br eeding 
rookeries, 

Orders were issued by which the driving is regulated in such man- 
ner that no hauling grounds are molested or ‘disturbed more than 
another, and, being ‘taken in rotation, the seals are allowed several 
days rest between drives, The rules for driving are so strict, so rig- 
idly enforced, and so faithfully carried out, that I hardly know how 
they could be improved upon. 

In my opinion the cows are the only seals that go into the sea to feed 
from the time they haul out in May till they leave the 
. ae : ook 5 Cows the only seals 
islands in November or December; and my opinion is. that leave islands to 
based on the fact that the seals killed in May have ed. 
plenty of food in their stomachs, mostly codfish, while those killed in 
July have no signs of anything like food in their stomachs. 

Again, the males killed for food as the season advances are found to 
be poorer and poorer, and in all cases after July their stomachs are 
empty. Jam convinced, therefore, that none but mother seals go into 
the sea to feed during the summer months, and this accounts for the 
sudden decrease in the herd after the sealing schooners became so nu- 
merous in Bering Sea about 1884. The decrease in the number of seals 
coming to the islands in the last three or four years 
became so manifest to everyone acquainted with the 
rookeries in earlier days that various theories have been advanced in 
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an attempt to account for the cause of this sudden change, and the 
following are some of them: Ist, “A dearth of bulls upon the breed- 
ing rookeries; ” 2d, ‘‘ Impotency of bulls, caused by overdriving while 
they were young bachelors; ” and 3d, “An epidemic among the seals.” 

The “dearth of bulls theory” has been thoroughly and impartially 
investigated without discovering a cow of 3 years old 
or over on the rookeries without a pup by her side at 
the proper time, and I am convineed that the virgin females coming 
on to the rookeries for the first time are the only ones to be found there 
without pups. 

The investigation established the additional fact that hundreds of 
vigorous bulls were lying idle on the rookeries without cows, and many 
others had to content themselves with only one or two. 

The theory of “impotency of the bull through overdriving” while 
young was also found to be untrue, and it was shown 
that after 1875 all long drives on both islands had been 
abolished, and instead of driving set uls from 6 to 12 miles, as was done 
in Russian times, none were driven to exceed 24 miles. 

It is also a well-known fact that none but the physically strong and 
aggressive bulls can hold a position on the rookeries; and that a weak 
or an impotent animal has no desire to go there. 

The epidemic theory was urged very strongly in 1891, when the 

ne rookeries were found covered with dead pups; but a 
sone, Useases among Careful and technical examination was made on several 

of the dead bodies without discovering a trace of 
organic disease; while starvation was so apparent that those who 
examined them decided that it was the true cause of their death. Had 
sickness or disease attacked the seal herd, it is only reasonable to sup- 
pose a few grown seals would be found dead where so many young ones 
had died so suddenly; but the most diligent search has failed to find a 
grown seal dead upon the islands from unknown causes. 

From the discovery of the islands until the present time the flesh of 
the fur-seal has been the daily meat ration of the natives and of the 
white people, and yet it is a fact that a tainted or diseased careass has 
never been known. 

In my opinion the solution of the problem is plain. It is the shot- 

Pelagic sealing the gun and rifle of the pelagic hunter which are so 
only causeofdecrease. destructive to the cow seals as they go backwards and 
forwards to the fishing banks to supply the waste caused by giving 
nourishment to their young, 

At this time they are destroyed by thousands, and their young of 
but a few weeks old must necessarily die of starvation, for nature has 
provided no other means of subsistence for them at this time of life. 

Unless the pelagic hunter is prevented from taking seals in Bering 
Sea and in the North Pacific, the Alaskan fur seal will 
soon cease to be of commercial value. 

L. A. NoYES, M. D. 

Subseribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to adimin- 
ister oaths under section 1976, Revised Statutes of the United States, 
this 11th day of June, 1892, at St. George Island, Alaska. 

Wm. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury Agent in charge of Seal Islands, 
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Deposition of Harrison Gray Otis, Treasury agent, in charge of the Pribi- 
lof Islands. 


MANAGEMENT. PELAGIC SEALING. 


Los ANGELES, CAL., April 24, 1892. 

Harrison Gray Otis, being duly sworn, says: [am a resident of this the 
city of Los Angeles, California; am president of the 
Times-Mirror Company, and editor and manager of the 
Los Angeles Daily Times. I was special agent of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, in charge of the fur-seal islands of Alaska during the years 1879, 
1880, and 1881, and had three assistant special agents stationed at the 
islands, acting under my directions. During these years I was present 
at the islands throughout each sealing season, having my headquarters 
.on the island of St. Paul, and visiting the smaller island of St. George 
each season, and with my assistants personally superintended the cateh 
of seals and the count and shipment of skins in every instance. During 
every sealing season, from the beginning to the end, I made it my 
special business to personally visit and inspect the breeding rookeries 
and the hauling grounds from time to time with a view to informing 
myself accurately as to their real condition, especially as to numbers, 
habits, and habitat. 

- In all these-years seals of all classes were present at the islands in 
vast numbers, so that the annual catch of 100,000 skins, rg eee 
80,000 on St. Paul and 20,000 on St. George, was 493M 
taken with great ease and facility, the killing season 
proper extending over a period of only about forty-five days in each 
year, and the actual working days being only from thirty-two to thirty- 
five in each year. 

During my term of service at the islands I made careful and elabo- 
rate reports each year to the Secretary of the Treasury. In one of these 
reports, dated July 30, 1881, I embodied a compilation from the official 
records covering a period from 1871 to 1881, with the object of showing 
the relative abundance of the seal life during those years. The tabel 
was preceded in my report by the following explanatory 
language: “The following table, covering a period of 
eleven years, Shows: (1) The number of seal skins taketi in each sealing 
season proper on St. Paul’s Island; (2) the number of days expended in 
the work; (3) the number of sealers engaged; (4) the average number 
of skins taken per day; and (5) the average daily catch per man en- 
gaged; and it is confidently submitted as the most solid ground we 
have to stand upon in attempting an answer to the inquiry, ‘Are the 
fur seals of Alaska increasing or diminishing in numbers ?’” 

Briefly summarized, the table shows that the working days for seal- 
ing proper were reduced from 55 in 1871 to 55 in 1881; 
that the average daily catch was increased from 1,375 
in 1871 to 2,158 in 1881, and that the daily average catch per man em- 
ployed was increased from 21 in 1871 to 32 in 1881. 

The plain lesson taught by these figures and comparisons is that the 
vast increase in the seal life due to the proper and ade- 
quate protection of the rookeries and of the waters 
adjacent thereto made it possible for the lessees to take the full quota 
of 100,000 skins in the very short period of from thirty-three to thirty- 
five working days. In truth, so abundant were the seals during these 
years that after the close of the sealing’season, about July 20, when the 
entire number of 100,000 skins had been taken, the rookeries and haul- 
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ing grounds still held a vast population of these animals and it re- 
quired an expert to perceive the fact that they had been depleted at all. 

During those years the sealing season commenced about June Ist to 
4th and closed invariably before the 20th of July, so 
that the disturbance to the herd was confined to the 
shortest possible period of time and reduced to the minimum. The 
effect of this was of course most excellent. In addition to which fact 
the skins were always in prime condition during that 
period; whereas, later on, the “stagey” season com- 
mences, when the skins are inferior and not marketable. 

The conspicuous fact most apparent to me during all those years was 
that by the enforcement of the wise laws enacted by 
Congress early after the acquisition of Alaska, this 
precious animal life could be and was protected and preserved in the 
fullest measure, and that being so protected the natural increase of the - 
herds more than offset the annual killing, great as it was. 

The most scrupulous care was always taken by all persons at the 
islands, including Government agents, the Alaska 
Commercial Company’s agents, and the native chiefs 
and people, to spare and protect the mother seals, whether upon the 
rookeries or elsewhere on the islands; so careful were we in that re- 
gard that whenever a female seal happened to be driven up along with 
a herd of killable seals, or ‘‘ bachelors,” she was promptly distinguished 
from the males, never killed, but separated from the mass and allowed 
to make her way again to the sea. In all respects great care was taken 
to prevent the unnecessary harassment of any class of seals, whether 
old or young, male or female. 

The breeding rookeries themselves were never under any circum- 

_ stances disturbed. There was indeed no occasion to 

tr ookeries not dis: disturb them, because the killable seals, or “bachelors,” 

from 3 to 5 years old, were so numerous that the whole 

eatch could be taken from this class with the ease and facility which 
I have already described. 

Besides, under the operation of the natural laws governing the species 
in their habitat, the classes are distinctly separated on 
land, the bulls, cows, and pups occupying the breeding 
rookeries proper, while what ‘are known as the “‘ bachelors,” to wit, 
those young males which have not arrived at the dignity of being the 
heads of harems, haul out of the sea and gather upon the shores sep- 
arate and apart from the breeding rookeries, so that the driving for 
killing purposes could then be readily done without interfering with 
the breeding rookeries. Thus a wise deference on the part of man to 
the habits of this systematic race of animals can be turned to valuable 
account and nature be made to reinforce commerce in her work. 

During those years the lawless occupation of seal poaching was in 
its infancy. Marauding vessels, it is true, appeared 
from time to time in these waters, but the islands were 
so well guarded that during my term of office there never was a suc- 
cessful yaid or landing upon either of the islands of St. Paul or St. 
George. The only landing upon any island of the group was made in 
June, 1881, upon the unoccupied island of Otter (not included in the 
lease), as described in my special report to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, dated July 4, 1881. On that occasion a predatory schooner suc- 
ceeded in landing a boat’s crew, who killed forty or fifty seals, when 
they were driven off by a boat-sent by me for that purpose from St. 
Paul, about 6 miles distant. 
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Another practical proof of the fact that the seals were generally 
increasing during those years on St. Paul’s Kslamicl wires ees oe naet ae as 
. 2 a . ‘dl asing 1n 
found in the fact that a large overplus found their way 1881. Ss 
to the Island of Otter, a small island about six miles 64467 retana. 
away, and not included in the Alaska Commercial 
Company’s lease. Otter was not a breeding island, but a loafing and 
resting place for the “ bachelor” seals, which congregated there to the 
number of several thousands during the season. I noted the move- 
ment with care, and believed then that with due protection the island 
would in time have become a breeding island like the others, only to a 
lesser extent. My views and observations in regard to Otter Island 
were set out in a special report to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated 
April 1, 1882. 

My observation in regard to the pup-seal life during those years was 

that the loss from natural causes was exceedingly ,... aq, : 

per NK Pers : ‘ew dead pups. 
small. I made frequent visits to the breeding rook- 
eries during and after the close of the breeding season, and found only 
avery small number of dead bodies; it was arare thing to find a dead pup 
seal. In one of my official reports I made an estimate of the loss from 
natural causes, which I fixed, I believe, at only 1 or 2 per cent of all 
classes. Some of these losses were due to their perhaps too early 
attempts to swim. When the pup is a few months old 
the mother seal conducts it to the water and teaches if /urs learning to 
to swim near the shore. Ifa heavy sea is encountered =~ i 
the weak little pup is liable to be thrown by the surf against the rocks 
and killed, but under natural conditions and with the protection to the 
rookeries formerly enforced at the islands, the losses from this cause 
and all others combined (save alone the authorized killing) amounted 
to an infinitesimal percentage of the whole numbers in the herds. 

The practice formerly prevailed of permitting the native people to 
kill a very considerable number of four-months’ old 
pups for food. This was done about N ovember in each 
year, the numbers so killed being 5,000 on St. Paul Island and 1,500 
on St. George Island. After observation and study, I satisfied myself 
that the number of pup seals so killed might properly be diminished 
somewhat, although it could only be done against strong opposition on 
the part of the native people, who are specially partial to the meat of 
pup seals, claiming that for purposes of salting and preservation for 
winter food the meat of the older seals is unfit. I, however, restricted 
the killing of pups to 3,000 on St. Paul Island and ‘ss 
1,000 on St. George Island, upon the condition and ited" erates 
agreement on the part of the Alaska Commercial 
Company, which also favored the restriction, that it would supply to the 
native people, in lieu of the pup seal meat taken away, a suificient 
quantity of corned beef and canned milk to satisfy the wants of the 
inhabitants. Deference was always paid to the wants and the fixed 
tastes of the native people and their families in this matter of supply- 
ing young seal meat for their subsistence, for the reason that the entire 
seal industry at these islands has always depended in so large a meas- 
ure upon the skill and labor of these people, who have invariably been 
employed to take the skins, and have no other occupation whatever. In 
the plethoric condition of the rookeries during the period of my service 
at the islands, and with the vast numbers of seals of all kinds, there 
was not any difficulty about the matter of either food seals or the taking 
of seal skins for commercial purposes. Stringency could only arise by 
the general destruction of the seal life which has taken place in recent 
years. 
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In regard to the broad question of the protection of the seal life at 
our possessions in the Bering Sea, I have clear and decided views. I 
ae think there has been a criminal waste of this most 
gma! waste of brecious animal life, and that the whole recent era of 
destruction should have been averted by the prompt 
and forcible interference of the Government. It is a great industry, 
that deserves the fullest protection, whether the Goy- 
ernment and people of the United States, or those of 
Great Britain, or Canada, or Russia, are concerned. 
All have interests more or less in common in the perpetuation of the 
seal life and the preservation of this industry. The destruction of the 
seals results only in loss to all. When they are gone, there are no 
longer any seals to quarrel over and no need of the modus vivendi. I 
believe that our Government should have sought the codperation of that 
of Russia, and that they should jointly have thrown a powerful fleet into 
those waters and protected the common interest. There is no question 
in my mind but that a vast deal of the destruction which has been going 
on in recent years is directly due to the lawless killing 
in the open sea on the annual migrations of the female 
seals northward to the seal islands for the purpose of bearing their 
young, and later, on their voyages from the rookeries to the adjacent 
fishing banks in search of food. You can no more preserve the seal 
life at these islands with these destructive methods in 
vogue than you could preserve a band of sheep or any 
race of domestic animals by turning loose a pack of 
wolves to raid them between their pasture grounds and their corrals. 
A fur-seal is an animat of high and fine organism, with wonderful deli- 
cacy and sensitiveness, and however much attached to their natural 
land habitat they may be, are easily driven therefrom by violent meth- 
ods, whether upon land or in the water., The whole 
secret, in my judgment, of the preser vation of the seal 
life at the Pribilof Islands and in the Bering Sea lies 
in a prompt return to those early methods of preservation which pro- 
duced such marvelous results for good during the earlier years of our 
possession of the islands. The suppression of unlawful 
pie miscellaneous seal killing, whether in the open sea 
r along our northern coasts, is the essential thing, in 
my judgment, ta: resuscitate this great industr yand prevent the utter 
extermination of the seal lite. 

To one like myself, having a practical knowledge of the subject, de- 
rived from close personal observation and study on the ground, it is 
amazing that there should have been so much delay on the part of the 
countries most concerned, in arriving at a full agreement for the ade- 
quate protection of this unique and valuable industr y. Indiscriminate 
poaching has only resulted in injury to the common interest, benefiting 
only the few lawless poachers who have been suffered to invade what 
should be treated as sacred marine territory. 

1 desire to add that I have not now, and never have had, any pecun- 
iary or propertv interest whatever, directly or indirectly, in the sealing 
industry, and that I look upon this question simply as an American 
citizen desirous of seeing that which belongs to our Government and 
people defended and protected to the uttermost. 

HARRISON GRAY OTIs. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25th day of April, 1892. 

[L. 8.] FREDERICK HARKNESS, 

Notary Public. 
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Deposition of Benjamin F. Scribner, assistant Treasury agent on the 
Pribilof Islands. 


MANAGEMENT. HABITS. PELAGIC SEALING. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Benjamin F. Scribner, being duly sworn, deposes and says: IT am 66 
years of age, and a pharmacist by profession. My res- 
idence is New Albany, Ind. In July, 1878, I was ap- 
pointed assistant Treasury agent for the seal islands, and arrived on 
said islands in May, 1879. I landed at St. George Island and remained 
there continuously until August, 1880, except a part of the season of 
1880 I spent on St. Paul Island, During this time I made a careful 

study of seal life in connection with my ofiicial duties, and also for my 
own satisfaction. I noticed during this period no perceptible increase 
in the breeding rookeries on St. George. There was 
always in both seasons a great sufficiency of adult , Hlemty of adult 
males to serve all the females coming to the island, and 
I noticed each year a great number of idle, vigorous bulls behind the 
breeding grounds who could not obtain consorts, and one of these extra 
bulls alw ays took the place of an old male unable 
longer to be of use for breeding purposes. It is my 2 ReRO SLE ADDR EEC 
opinion that a bull is able to fertilize a hundred or 
more cows, and this fact I base upon my observations of the habits and 
conditions of the males while located on the rookeries. It is utterly 
useless to endeavor to estimate the number of seals on the islands. One 
might as well try to estimate a swarm of locusts, for they are ¢ onstantly 
in motion, never for an instant seeming to be ‘at rest. The breeding 
rookeries can, of course, be me asured from year to year, and these 
Heasurements would show an increase or decrease of seal life, for the 
harems on the rookery are in close proximity, whether there are few or 
a great many of them. 

The areas covered by these rookeries are very broken and uneven, on 
account of the huge masses of rock which are distributed in unequal 
quantities over the surface of every rookery. Therefore, to count the 
seals on a given area and use that to estimate the whole number on the 
rookery would be absurd. The estimates of the number of seals which 
have been made heretofore are entirely unreliable in my opinion, and 
no dependence or calculations should be based on such guesses. Never 
while I was on St. George Island did I see adead pup 
on the rookeries, and I certainly should have noticed ,,N° dead pups in 
if there had been any number on the island. In my 
judgment, and from my knowledge of the habits and conditions of seal 
life, I would state that a pup born i in the water would certainly perish, 
and I never saw during my experience a pup land on the island with 
the females when they ‘arrived in the early summer, and I never heard 
of such a case. Iam confident that if a mother seal 
was killed while absent from the island her pup would 1*”!*s of females. 
die of starvation in a few days, for the female seal will not suckle any 
pup but her own. While on St. George Island I attended nearly every 
killing of the bachelor seals (which are the ones taken for their skins) 
and also’ many drives. I very frequently went over 
the ground where a drive had been made, after such 
had taken place. I became familar with the manner of driving, hand- 
ling, and killing the seals by the natives, and I con- 
sider the methods employed by them to be practically 
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perfect, and no improvement can be made on such methods. The great- 

est care is always taken not to heat the seals in driving them, and in 
case the sun came out during a drive the seals were allowed to return 
to the sea. 

Only two females were ever killed, to my knowledge, by the natives 
in driving. I then made every effort to discover who 
had killed them, my object being to thoroughly impress 
on the minds of the natives and the agents of the 
lessees that the accident must not occur again. It was a very rare oe- 
currence for a seal to be killed by overdriving. Inever 
saw or heard of a seal being injured by driving or re- 
driving, and I am certain that the reproductive organs of a seal were 
never injured by any such means. ‘The idea that the virility of a male 
seal was impaired by driving or redriving is preposterous, for a male 
seal which can survive fasting for three months, and the serious wounds 
and violent exertions of conflicts on the rookeries, besides serving so 
many females, could stand almost any amount of driving while a bach- 
elor. While I was on the islands there were no raids on the rookeries, 
and seal life was never depleted at that time by such means. The seal 

herd which frequents St. Paul and St. George can be 
pacgesennes neces: only preserved, in my opinion, by preventing all kill- 
ing of seals except on the islands, where judicious 
regulations can be enforced as to the number, sex, age, and conditions 
of “the seals to be taken; otherwise extermination will result in a very 
short time. If the seal ‘herd is protected, and the regulations now in 
force are maintained, a hundred thousand seals can be taken annually 
from these islands for an indefinite time, provided the seal life is allowed 
to regain its normal condition from the drain lately made upon it by 
the indiscriminate slaughter occasioned by open-sea sealing. 
B. F. ScriBNER. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, U. 8. A., this 25d day of April, 1892. 

[L. 8.] SEVELLON A. BRoWN. 

Notary Public. 
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Deposition of Leon Sloss, member of the firm of Louis Sloss & Co., furriers 
and superintendent for the former lessees on the Pribilof Islands. 


MANAGEMENT. PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Leon Sloss, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam 33 years 
of age, a native of California, and a resident of San 
Francisco, California. I was for several years a° 
director of the Alaska Commercial Company, and am a member of 
the partnership of Louis Sloss & Co., and have been engaged for the 
past fifteen years in dealing in wools, hides, and fur skins, but have 
now no interest in seals or sealeries. 

I was superintendent pro tempore of the sealeries of Alaska in the 
interim from 1882 to 1885, inclusive, during the illness of H. H. MeIn- 
tyre, the regular superintendent, and spent the sealing season of those 
three years on the Pribilof Islands in the personal management of the 
business. Jam, therefore, by reason of this service and of my active 
employment at all other times in the office of the Alaska Commercial 
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Company from 1877 to this date, acquainted with every aspect of the 
business. All advices from our London agents, and information in re- 
gard to the sealskin market from all sources, passed through my hands, 
and instructions to the agents of the company in regard to the class of 
skins desired emanated from time to time from me. I had no difficulty 
in getting the size and weight of skins as ordered, nor had my prede- 
cessors in the office, up to and including 1884. The casks 

in which we packed them for shipment were made by ,,570 f Packing 
the same man for many years, and were always of uni- 

form size. In 1885 these casks averaged about 474 skins each, and in 
1886 they averaged about 504 skins each, as shown by the records in 
our office. After this date the number "increased, and in 1888 they 
averaged about 552 skins per cask, and in 1889 averaged about 60 skins 
per cask. These latter were not such skins as we w anted, but the 
superintendent on the islands reported that they were the best. he could 

et. 

: The work of taking the annual “catch” was done in 1883, 1884, and 
1885 under my management in the same way in every particular as 
under my predecessor. The Seals were carefully driven, 
handled, and killed in an orderly manner, the whole 
work being carried on as systematically and quietly as in the well con- 
ducted slaughterhouses in our cities. The talk about lasting injury 
resulting from overexertion to such seals as are turned back to the 
water after having been driven to the killing grounds is nonsense. 
The management of the rookeries the first fifteen years of the 
Alaska Commercial Company’s lease resulted in a large increase 
of seals. The same business management continued, and the same 
system was pursued to the end of the term, yet in the last five years 
the rookeries fell off. Clearly it was s through no fault 
of the company, and resulted from some cause beyond 
their control. I do not think the Alaska Commercial Company made 
any mistakes in managing the sealherd. They handled 

them in every respect as I would have done if they had ee paorcloe® by 
been my own personal property, and as I would do if ¢ Tae 
they were now to come into my hands. If they erred 

in any particular in their management, if was in their futile attempt in 
1888 and 1889 to stop the waste of seal life at the island spigot while it 
was running out at the bunghole of pelagic sealing. 

The record shows that we did not finish the catch as early in 1885 as 
had been done in former years. I do not think this was from any lack 
of seals, but was caused by greater care in making our selection of ani- 
mals to be killed. I saw no diminution of seal life. dur- 
ing my three years on the island. The outlines of the ,,N° decrease up to 
rookeries remained just about the same from year to 
year. I was told at the time that there had formerly been a large in- 
crease, and did not then understand why it did not continue, as every 
condition seemed favorable for it. There were, apparently, an abun- 
dance of bulls for service; every cow seemed to have 
a pup and all were healthy and in good condition. 
No females were killed, and in the natural order of No females killed 

2 : : on islands. 

growth there ought to have been at this time a con- 

stantly increasing area covered with breeding rookeries. Yet such 
was not the case. The explanation of the matter came later when we 
fairly awoke to the fact that our animals were being slaughtered by 
tens of thousands in the North Pacific. Iknewina | 
commercial way from our sales catalogue that a very Pee: of Bslaeie 
large number of “ Victoria skins,” as they were called, 
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were being sent tomarket, and that this number grew constantly larger; 
but I did not then know, as I now do, that each skin 
sold representated a waste of two or three and perhaps 

even four or five seals to obtain it. Nor was any attention given tothe 
now well known fact that these animals were a part of our herd, as 
wrongfully stolen from us, I believe, as my cattle would be if driven in 
and appropriated from the highway when lawfully feeding. 

Prof. H. W. Elliott says in his report of 1574 that: “With regard to 
the increase of seal life, I do not think it within the power of human 
management to promote this end to the slightest appreciable degree 
beyond its present extent and condition in a state of nature.” 

If he means by the words “in a state of nature,” a condition in which 
no slaughter is allowed, I quite agree W ith him; but I 
do not agree that the increase can not be aided by 
killing surplus bulls. When herded in common pasture, the greatest 
number of progeny from our domestic animals will unquestionably be 
brought forth and live to adult age if a large portion of the males have 
been killed or castrated. The same no doubt holds good with respect 
tothe seals. It is only when, as in the case of the seals, that the mothers 
and young offspring are slaughtered that Une increase is checked. I 

am informed by our London sales agent, and believe, 
Mostly females taken. +y4¢ nearly or quite nine- tenths of the Victoria catch 
is comprised of females. 

Tam asked if a zone of prohibition about the islands, a territorial 

limitation, or a close season for pelagic sealing, one or 

eee 208 Salone, these restrictions will not, in my opinion, prove a 

sufficient restraint upon marine hunters to allow the 

rookeries to grow again. I answer emphatically no. I do not believe 

they will suftic e, and my answer is without personal bias, for [ am not 

now engaged in the se alskin trade and have no interest in the industry 

other than that of the average American citizen. The scarcity of seals 

and consequent high price of skins stimulates the ingenuity of every 

man in the business either to evade restriction or invent more certain 

_ methods for capturing the animals. The rookeries are 

nonestruction mm doomed to certain destruction unless brought within 

the sole management of those on the islands, whose 

interest it 1s to care for them. Marine sealing should be absolutely 
prohibited and the prohibition enforced. 

I have handled many sealskins coming from both north and south 
of this port, and can readily distinguish the difference between them. 
Those from the southern islands are from a different species from the 
Alaskans, and both differ from the Asiatic skins. The skins from the 
warmer latitudes are greatly inferior. The fur is short and thin, and 
of a reddish brown color. They can be detected at once. It is not as 
easy to distinguish the Alaska from the Asiatic skins, but experts in 
handling them, nevertheless, do it with unerring accuracy. 

LEON SLOSS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of May, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNEDT, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of William H. Williams, Treasury agent in charge of the 
Pribilof Istands. 


MANAGEMENT. PELAGIC SEALING. 


William H. Williams, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at 
Wellington, Ohio, and am 55 years of age; that Iam the 
United States Treasury Agent in charge of the Seal 
Islands in ees Sea; that in pursuance of Department instructions to 
me of May 27, 1891, i made a careful examination during the sealing 
season of the habite, numbers, and conditions of the seals and seal rook- 
eries with a view of reporting to the Department from observation and 
such knowledge on the subject as | might obtain whether or not in my 
opinion the seals are diminishing on the Pribilof Islands, and, if so, the 
causes therefor; thatas a result of such investigation I found, from the 
statements made to me by the natives on said islands, Government 
Agents, Employés of the lessees, some of whom had been on said islands 
for many years, that a decrease in number of seals had _ . 
been gradually going on since 1885, and that in the fbf tess, ("7s 
last three years the decrease had been very rapid. 

A careful and frequent examination of the hauling grounds and 
breeding rookeries by myself and assistant agents during the months 
ot June, July. and August showed that the “seals had greatly dimin- 
ished in number, and we found large vacant spaces on all the rook- 
eries which in former years during these months had been covered by 
thousands of seals; that prior to 1888 the lessees had been able to take 
100,000 skins from male seals, but Iam clearly of the — ony one-third of 
opinion that not more than one-third of that number quota of skins could 

: : = E : . be taken in 1891. 
of merchantable skins could have been taken during 
the year 1891. Furthermore, I made careful inquiry of the people on the 
islands, both native and white, and of those who were or had_ been 
employed as masters or mates on sealing vessels, and others interested 
one way or another in the capture of fur- seals for food or for profit, and 
failed to find any of them but who admitted that the number of seals 
in the Bering Sea was much less now than a few years since, and nearly 
all of them gave it as their opinion that the decrease 
in number was due to pelagic hunting, or, as they more eee ena ue 
frequently expressed it, the killing ‘of females in the 
water. It was freely admitted by the pelagic hunters with whom I 
conversed that but a very small per cent of their catch was males, and 
I found their statements in this respect verified by the dealers who 
bought or handled the skins and placed them on the market. They 
are known to the trade as the “ North West coast catch,” and I am 
credibly informed that a portion of the skin on the belly of the female 
heavy with pup or giving suck to her young is wor thless, and that this 

is one of the chief causes why they are sold so much less than prime 
skins in the London Market. They also further stated — yy. most profitable 
that the two most profitable periods for them to catch peried for pelagic 
seal was in the spring of the year, when the females were “""* 

heavy with pup and frequently found asleep on the water, and in the 
summer, after the mother seal had given birth to her young and gone 
out into the sea to feed, at which time she w as easily approached. 

The investigation further disclosed the fact that of the large num- 
ber of seals killed by pelagic hunters only a_ por- 
tion of them are secured, and while all admitted that 
some were lost they differed very considerably as to the number. 
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In one instance a hunter elaimed that he secured nearly all that he 
killed, and in another instance it was said that only one out of fifteen 
was secured. A great majority of the hunters when closely questioned 
admitted the losing of a large proportion shot at, and I am of the opin- 
ion that the wide difference i in their statement was due to two facts: 
- First, some hunters are more skillful than others, and, Second, some 
base their estimate on what they know to have been actually killed, 
while others estimate from the number shot at; that the mother seals, 
while rearing their young on the Pribilof Islands during the months of 
July, August, September, and October of each year, leave the islands 
and go out to sea to feed, returning at intervals to give 
nourishment to their young. That they traveled long 
distances in pursuit of feod at these times is a well-known fact and 
substantiated by the statements of reputable persons who have been 
on sealing vessels and seen them killed two hundred miles or more from 
the islands, and who say they have seen the decks of vessels slippery 
with milk flowing from the carcasses of the dead females. 

That thousands of the female seals were captured by the pelagic 
hunters in Bering Sea during the season of 1891, the most of which 
had to be secured quite a distance from the rookeries, owing to the 
presence of armed vessels patrolling the sea for miles around the 
islands, and that the slaughter of the seals was mostly of females, was 
confirmed by the thousands of dead pups lying on the 
rookeries starved to death by the destruction ‘of their 
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mothers. 
. Jtisafact that none but male seals are ever driven and killed on the 
' islands, and great care is taken to preserve a sufficient 
Keen tes number each year to supply the breeding rookeries. 
During the season of 1891 nearly every mature 
female coming upon the rookeries gave birth to a young seal, and there 
was great abundance of males of sufficient age to again go upon the 
breeding grounds that year, as was shown by the ina- 
bility of large numbers of them to secure more than 
one to five cows each, while quite a number could secure none at all. 
My investigation confirms what has been so often said by others who 
have reported upon this subject, and that is that the Pribilof Islands 
are the great breeding grounds of the fur-seals, and 
crease with “proper that they can be reared in great numbers on saidislands, 
management and pro- and at the same time, under wise and judicious re- 
pee of pelagic strictions, a certain number of male seals can be killed 
from year to year without injury to the breeding herds, 
and their skins disposed of for commercial purposes, thereby building 
up and perpetuating this great industry indefinitely, and thus adding 
to the wealth, happiness, and comfort of the civilized world, while, on 
the other hand, if the pelagic hunting of this animal 
Extermination if 
pelagic sealing isnot 18 to continue, and the barbarous pr actice of killing the 
Ota mother seal with her unborn young, or when she is 
rearing it, is to go on, it will be but a very short time before the fur- 
seal will practically become extinct and this valuable industry will 
pass out of existence. 
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Wm. H. WILLIAMS. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington: 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 19th day of March, 1892. 
[SEAL. ] CuHAs. L. HUGHES, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of J. O. 8S. Akerly, surgeon U.S. Revenue Marine and resident 
surgeon on St. Paul Island. 


DEAD PUPS. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San. Francisco, ss: 

J.C. 8. Akerly, PH. B., M. D., having been duly sworn, deposes and 
says: I am a graduate of the University of California, 
1882, and a graduate of the Cooper Medical College, 
1885. From June to August 15th, 1891, I was Surgeon on the Revenue- 
Marine steamer Corwin. From August 18th to Novem- Bie ee 
ber 24th, 1891, I was resident Physician on St. Paul ,,U2ypiiam St Pan 
Island, one of the Pribilof or seal islands. I am at 
present a practicing physician at Oakland, California. During my stay 
on the islands [ made frequent visits to the different seal roukeries. One 
thing which attracted my attention was the immense 
number of dead young seals; another was the presence Zea? Pups; nam 
of quite a number of young seals on all the rookeries 
in an emaciated and apparently very weak condition. I was requested 
by the Government Agent to examine some of the carcasses for the 
purpose of determining the cause or causes of their death. I visited 
and walked over all the rookeries. On all dead seals were to be found 
in immense numbers. Their number was more apparent on those rook- 
eries such as Tolstoii and Halfway Point, the water sides of which 
were on smooth ground, and the eye could glance over patches of ground 
hundreds of feet in extent which were thickly strewn with carcasses. 

Where the water side of the rookeries, as at ‘‘ Northeast Point” and 
the reef (south of the village), were on rocky ground, the immense number 
of dead was not so apparent, but a closer examination showed that the 
dead were there in equally great number scattered among the rocks. 
In some localities the ground was so thickly strewn with the dead that 
one had to pick his way carefully in order to avoid stepping on the car- 
casses. The great mass of dead in all cases was within a short distance 
ot the water’s edge. The patches of dead would commence at the 
water’s edge, and stretch in a wide swath up into the rookery. Amongst 
the immense masses of dead were seldom to be found the carcasses of 
full-grown seals, but the carcasses were those of pups, or young seals 
born that year. I can give no idea of the exact number of dead, but I 
believe that they could only be numbered by the thousands on each 
rookery. Along the water’s edge, and scattered amongst the dead, were 
quite a number of live pups, which were in an emaciated condition. 
Many had hardly the strength to drag themselves out of one’s way; 
thus contrasting strongly, both in appearance and actions, with the 

95 


Experience. 


96 TESTIMONY 


plump condition and active aggresive conduct of the healthy appearing 
pups. 

The majority of the pups, like all healthy nursing animals, were plump 
and fairly rolling infat. Ihave watched the female seals draw up out of 
the water, each pick out its pup from the hundreds of young seals sport- 
ing near the water’s edge, and with them scramble to a clear spot on the 
rookery, and lying down give them suck. Although I saw pups nurs- 
ing ina great many cases, yet I never saw one of the sickly looking 
pups receiving any attention from the female. They seemed to be 
deserted. 

The cause of the great mortality amongst the seal pups seemed to 

me to have ceased to act, in great part, before my first 
oP Peps) “US visits to the rookeries; for subsequent visits did not 

show as great an increase in the masses of dead as 
I would have expected, had the causes still been in active operation. 
It seemed to me that there were fewer sickly looking pups at each sub- 
sequent visit. This grew to be more and more the case as the season 
advanced. When I visited the rookeries for the purpose of examining 
the dead bodies, it was with extreme difficulty that carcasses could be 
found fresh enough to permit of a satisfactory examination. I exam- 
ined a large number of carcasses. All showed an entire absence of 
fatty tissue between the skin and muscular tissue. 
The omentum in all cases was destitute of fat. These 
are the positions where fat is usually present in all ani- 
mals. Well nourished young animals always have a large amount ot 
fat in these localities. The few carcasses which were found in a fair 
state of preservation were examined more thoroughly. The stomachs 
were found empty and contracted, but presented no evidence of dis- 
ease. The intestines were empty, save in a few cases, where small 
amounts of fecal matter were found in the large intestines. A careful 
examination of the intestines failed to discover any evidence of disease. 
The heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys were in a healthy condition. 

Such is the evidence on which I have founded my opinion that the 
cause of the great mortality during 1891, amongst the young seals on 
St. Paul Isl md, Bering Sea, was caused by the deprivation of mother’s 
milk. The result of my investigation is, that there was 
ereat mortality exclusively amongst nursing seals. 
Secondly, the cause of this mortality seemed to have been abated pari 
passu with the abatement of sea sealing. Thirdly, the presence of 
emaciated sickly looking pups which were apparently deserted by their 
mothers. Fourthly, the plump healthy appearance of all the pups L 
saw nursing. Fifthly, the emaciated condition of the dead. Sixthly, 
the absence of food in the stomachs, and their contracted condition. 
Seventhly, the absence of digested food in the small intestines. 
Kighthly, the absence of even fecal matter, save in small amounts ina 
few cases. Ninthly, the absence of structural changes in the viscera 
or other parts of the bodies to account for the death. 

J.C. S. AKERLY, PH. B., M. D. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 

[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public, 


Dead pups; exami- 
nation of. 


Cause of death. 


RELATING TO ST. PAUL ISLAND. om 
Depositionof Watson C. Allis, assistant agent of lessees on St. Paul Island. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and county of San Francisco, ss: 


Watson C. Allis, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 36 
years old, an American citizen residing in San Francisco, California, 
and by occupation an Agent of the Fairbanks Seale 
Company, engaged in selling and setting up scales. 
In the summer of 1882, and : again from the spring of 1887 to the fall 
of 1889, I was Assistant Agent of the Alaska Commercial Company 
upon St. Paul Island, and worked four sealing seasons in charge of 
a gang of natives engaged in seal killing. The work 
was done under the general direction of the Superin- 
tendent of the Sealeries, who placed a “ boss,” or leader, at the head of 
each gang of men. It was the business of the “boss” __ ; 
to divide his gang in proper proportions—into “kill. , Mulers. | Tppers, 
ers,” “rippers,” and “skinners.” The “killers” were 
generally the same men day after day through the season. They became 
very expert in the management of the drove and the use of the seal 
club, and ver y rarely made the mistake of hittting a seal that was not 
wanted. 

The “boss” told his men in a general way what class of seals to kill, 
and worked with them. If they had any doubt whether a certain ani- 
mal should be knocked down they appealed to him for explicit direc- 
tions. The work thus went forward in a very systematic, orderly way. 
The same care was exercised in cutting out the drove 
of ‘“‘bachelor” or killable seals from the borders of a 
rookery and in bringing them up to the killing ground. Active young 
men were selected for this service, and placed in charge of a Chief, 
whose orders they implicitly obeyed. 

The driving was done mostly in the night, and in dry or warm 
weather was a slow and tedious process; yet the men were very patient 
with their charge, moving them only at such rate as they could go 
without becoming over-heated, and taking advantage of every stretch 
of moist ground or pool of water to cool them off, and sometimes going 
themselves in the water up to their necks in order to give the animals 
a cold bath and take them out of the water and continue the journey. 
Any representation that the seals were over-driven or 
over-heated, to their subsequent injury, is drawn from 
the imagination. Sometimes a drove would be caught upon a dry 
stretch of ground in unusually warm weather, and a few of them perish, 
but this did not often happen. 

In 1882 there was no scarcity of killable seals. The men drove up 
as many every day as they could handle, and those 
selected for killing comprised only the choicest ones. 

There seemed to be also a large surplus of full 
grown bulls for rookery service, and enough escaped from the slaughter 
ground to keep the number good as the old ones passed 
the age of usefulness. I do not believe the condition 
of the rookeries nor the manner of driving and killing the seals at this 
time could have been improved. It was perfect in every respect, and 
the lessees, employés, and natives, as well as the seals, all appeared to 
be and were, L believe, contented and happy. 
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In 1886 the conditions had somewhat changed. The natives com- 

_ plained that big seals were growing scarcer, that there 

rang crease Of seals in Were many dead pups on the rookeries, and the Super- 

intendent intimated tome that he did not like the out- 

look as compared with a few years previous, and said he thought either 

the number killed or the size of the animals taken for their skins would 

have to be reduced if things did not improve. Still we had no particu- 

lar scarcity of killable seals, and the work went on as during my first 
year (1882) in the service. 

But the trouble of which they complained grew more serious in the 

following years, and I think it was in 1888 the Super- 
inc Ser 8°4l8 intendent told the “bosses” they must kill less large 

seals and more “yellow bellies,” or two-year olds. In 
1889 a very large proportion of the catch was made up of this class. 

It was then perfectly apparent to everybody, myself included, that 
the rookeries were “ going to the bad,” and that a smaller number must 
inevitably be killed the following year. 

The work of herding and managing seals does not differ materially 
Habits. from that pursued with the stock-farm animals with 
Resemblance to farm which we are most familiar. The herdsman has chiefly 

ane to learn their quick motions and propensity to bite in 
order to handle them at will. 

I tried to thoroughly train the young seals, hoping to make valuable 
pets of them, and succeeded as far as the taming went, 
but could not get them to thrive on cows milk or the 
condensed milk of commerce administered from a nursing botile. They 
became, however, very tame, stopped trying to bite unless they were 
made angry by rough usage, and followed me about like pups of the 
canine species. When they are older and before they leave the island 
in the fall they may still be handled with impunity, and their habits 

aE, are such of massing and herding by themselves apart 

ing ty ofmark- from the older seals, that all could be easily “rounded 

up” from the beaches in favorable weather and ‘ cor- 

ralled” and marked. It would be perfectly feasible to drive them into 

and keep them in such a corrall or inclosure as would be constructed 

for calves or lambs, surrounded by a fence 3 or 4 feet high, and while 

there to catch each one and brand him. This has already been success- 

fully done on a small scale by naturalists who wanted to identify cer- 
tain ones for a future purpose. 

This is not mere theory with me, for I was bred to the management 
and handling of young domestic animals, and have handled the young 
seals, and have seen them handled by the natives in the same way. 

There were a great many dead pups on the rookeries during my last 
three yearson St. Paul Island. Many ofrthem wandered 
helplessly about, away from the groups or “ pods” where 
they were accustomed to lie, and finally starved to death. We knew 
at the time what killed them, for the vessels and boats were several 

times plainly in sight from the Island shooting seals in 
can tse sealing the the water, and the Revenue Cutters and Company’s ves- 
sels arriving at the island frequently reported the pres- 
ence in Bering Sea and sometimes the capture of these marauding 
crews. If all had been captured and the business broken up the seal 
rookeries would be healthy and prosperous to-day, instead of being 
depleted and broken up. I speak positively about it, because no other 
cause can be assigned for their depletion upon any reasonable hypoth- 
esis. 
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Good management upon the island increased the seal life for many 
successive years, and the same management continued, 
as I believe, to the present time. If the destruction of, merease under good 
seals at sea is wholly suppressed it will result in restor- 
ing the rookeries to their former productiveness. But no partial meas- 
ure of protection should be undertaken, because it can not be enforced. 
During the summer months fogs envelope the Seal Islands or cover 
the sea a short distance from them a considerable por- 
tion of the time. Sealing vessels are enabled thereby }, 
to carry on their work without detection at almost any 
point, and could and would, I believe, cross any boun- 
dary line that might be drawn about the islands, and 34,7000, afford 
catch seals at will inside of it. I do not think sealing 
can be, with safety to the rookeries, permitted in any  ,) out Af 
‘ ore = ute prohibi 
part of the sea. If the sealers are given an inch they tion in Bering Sea 
will take an ell and destroy all. eee ees 
Watson C. ALLIS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of July, 1892. 


[SEAL. | BK. H. THARP, 
Notary Public in and for said city and county of San Francisco. 


Fogs surround is- 
nds. 


Deposition of Kerrick Artomanoff, native chief, resident of St. Paul Island. 


PELAGIC SEALING. MANAGEMENT. 


ALASKA, U.S. A., 
St. Paul Island, Pribilof Group, ss: 


Kerrick Artomanoff, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I ama 
native Aleut, and reside on St. Paul Island, Pribilof Group, Alaska; I 
was born at Northeast Point, on St. Paul Island, and am 67 years of 
age. Ihave worked on the sealing grounds for the last 
fifty years, and am well acquainted with the methods 
adopted by the Russian and American Governments in taking of fur- 
seal skins and in protecting and preserving the herds on the island. 
In 1870, when the Alaska Commercial Company obtained the lease of 
the Islands, I was made Chief, and held the position for seventeen years. 

It was my duty as Chief to take charge of and conduct the drives 
with my people from the hauling to the killing grounds. 
The methods used by the Alaska Commercial Company 
and the American Government for the care and preservation of the 
seals were much better than those used by the Russian 
Government. In old Russian times we used to drive ,improvement over 
seals from Northeast Point to the village, a distance 
of nearly 13 miles, and we used to drive 5 or 6 miles from other haul- 
ing grounds; but when the Americans got the Islands 
they soon after shortend all the drives to less than ?™¥e shortened. 

3 miles. 

From 1870 to 1884 the seals were swarming on the hauling grounds 
and the rookeries, and for many years they spread out 
more and more. All of a sudden, in 1884, we noticed geletteeraeciea 
there was not so many seals, and they have been de- 
creasing very rapidly ever since. My people won- 
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wag aeie seating the dered why this was so, and no one could tell why until 
we learned that hunters in schooners were shooting 
Destruction of and destroying them in the sea. Then we knew what 


females. the trouble was, for we knew the seals they killed and 
ve destroyed must be cows, for most all the males remain 
theislands. CSCO OF Near the islands until they go away in the fall 


or fore part of the winter. We also noticed dead 
pups on the rookeries, that had been starved to 
death. These dead, pups have increased from year 
to year since 1887, and in 1891 the rookeries were covered with 
dead pups. In my sixty-seven years, residence on the Island I never 
before saw anything like it. None of our people have 
ever known of any sickness among the pups or seals 
and have never seen any dead pups on the rookeries except a few 
killed by the old bulls when fighting or by drowning when the surf 
washed them off. If they had not killed the seals in 
Decrease of three- the sea there would be. as many on the rookeries as 
prac there was ten years ago. There was not more than 
one-fourth as many seals in 1891 as there was in 1880. 
The fur-seal goes away from the island in the fall or winter and he 
ae fr F returns in May or June, and I believe he will haul up 
turmbfseals. «in the same place each year, for I particularly noticed 
Return to same some that I could tell that hauled up in the same place 
places 
for a number of years; and when we make drives, 
those we do not kill, but let go into the water, are all back where we 
took them from in a few hours. The pups are born be- 
tween the middle of June and the middle of July, and 
Swim when 6weeks can not swim until they are 6 or 7 weeks old; and if 
born in the water they would die. I have seen the 
surf wash some of the young pups into the sea, and they drowned in a 
very short time. In four or five days after itis born, the mother seal 
leaves her pup and goes away in the sea to feed, and 
when the pup is 2 or 3 weeks old the mother often 
stays away for five or six days.at atime. The mother 
seals know their own pups by smelling them, and no seal will allow 
any but her own pup to suck her. When the pups 
theirowa pee °™Y grow to be 6 or 8 weeks old they form in “pods” and 
work down to the shore, and they try the water at the 
edge until they learn to swim. They will remain on the Island until 
November, and, if not too cold, will stay till December. 
I have seen them swimming around the island late in 
January. All the seals, when they leave the Island, 
go off south, but I think they would stay around here 
all winter if the weather was not so cold. 
When they come back to the Islands they come from the south, and 
Retum by came _ think they come from the North Pacific Ocean, over 
track. aM the same track that they went. The females go upon the 
rookeries as soon as they arrive here, but the yearlings 
do not come on land till the last of July, and yearling 
Habits of young males and females herd together. I think they stay 
Beale. in the water most of the time the first year, but after 
that they come regularly to the hauling grounds and rookeries, but do 
not come as ear ly i in the season as they do after they are 2 years old. 
Male seals from 2 to 6 years old do not go on the breeding rookeries, but 
haul out by themselves, The female seal gives birth to 
one pup avery wea. but one pup every year, and she has her first pup when 
sheis3 years old. The male seal establishes himself on 
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the breeding rookery in May or June, when he is 7 or — Mates in rookeries. 
8 years old, and he fights for his cows, and does not 
leave the place he has selected until August or Sep- 
tember. Our people like the meat of the seal, and we eat no other 
meat so long as we can get it. 

The pup seals are our chicken meat, and we used to be allowed to kill 
3,000 or 4,000 male pups every yearin November, but 
the Government agent forbade us to kill any in 1891, 
and said we should not be allowed to kill any more, _, Killing of pups for 

: ei 5 C : food stopped. 

and he gave us other meat in place of “‘pup” meat; but 
we do not like any other meat as well as pup-seal meat. We under- 
stand the danger there is in the seals being all killed off and that we will 
have no way of earning our living. There is not one Peldeio sealing 
of us but what believes if they had not killed them cause of decrease. 
off by shooting them in the water there would be as otherwise 100,000 
many seals on the island now as there was in 1880, and_ limit could be main- 
we could go on forever taking 100,000 seals on the two ‘™°* 
Islands; but if they get less as fast as they have in the last five or six 
years there will be none left in a little while. 

KERRICK ARTOMANOFF. 


Seals as food. 


Pups as food. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to admin- 
ister oaths, under section 1976, Revised Statutes of the United States, 
this 8th day of June, 1892, at St. Paul Island, Alaska. 

Wm. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury Agent in Charge of Seal Islands. 


Deposition of Milton Barnes, special employé of U. S. Treasury on St. Paul 
Island. 


PELAGIC-SEALING. 


TERRITORY OF ALASKA, U.S. A., 
St. Paul Island, ss: 


I, Milton Barnes, being duly sworn according to law, depose and say 
as follows: I am a citizen of the United States, and when at home re- 
side near Columbus, Ohio. Have been temporarily stationed during 
the last year on the Island of St. Paul, one of the fur- 
seal or Pribilof Group in Bering Sea, as a special em- 
ployé of the United States Treasury Department on said island. 

One day, during the latter part of August or fore part of September last 
(exact date forgotten), Col. Joseph Murray, one of the Treasury agents, 
and myself, in company with the British Commissioners, Sir George 
Baden-Powell and Dr. Dawson, by boat visited one of the seal rooker- 
ies of that Island, known as Tolstoior English.Bay. On arriving there 
our attention was at once attracted by the excessive 
number of dead seal pups whose carcasses lay scattered 
profusely over the breeding ground or sand beach bordering the rook- 
ery proper, and extending into the border of the rookery itself. The 
strange sight occasioned much surmise at the time as to the probable 
cause of it. Some of the carcasses were in an advanced stage of decay, 
while others were of recent death, and their general appearance was 
that of having died of starvation. There were a few that still showed 
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signs of life, bleating weak and piteously, and gave every evidence o 
being in a starved condition, with no mother seals near to or showing 
them any attention. 

Dr. Dawson, while on the ground, took some views of the rookery with 
his kodak; but whether the views he took included the dead pups I 
could not say. Some days after this—can not state exact date—I drove 
with Mr. Fowler, an employé of the lessees, to what is known as Half- 
Way Point, or Polovinia rookery. Here the scene was repeated, but 

_. on amore extensive scale in point of numbers. The 

deal wupe "little carcasses were strewn so thickly over the sand 

as to make it difficult to walk over the ground without 

stepping on them. This condition of the rookeries in this regard was 

for some time a common topic of conversation in the village by all par- 

ties, including the more intelligent ones among the natives, some of 

whom were with Mr. J. Stanley Brown in his work of surveying the island. 

: and brought in reports from time to time of similar 

ote cing 2 ll Conditions at substantially all the rookeries around 

the Island. It could not, of course, be well estimated 

as to the number thus found dead, but the most intelligent of the na- 

tives—chief of the village—told me that in his judg- 

ment there were not less than 20,000 dead pups on the 

various rookeries of the island and others still dying. Dr. Ackerly, 

the lessees’ physician at the time, made an autopsy of some of the 

carcasses, and reported that he could find no traces of 

con®, Tisease, but ab- any diseased condition whatever, but there was an 

entire absence of food or any signs of nourishment in 

the stomach. Before Dr. Dawson left I called his attention to what 

Dr. Ackerly had done, but whether he saw him on the subject I can 
not tell. And further deponent sayeth not. 


20,000 dead pups. 


MILTON BARNES. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to ad- 
minister oaths under section 1976, Revised Statutes of the United 
States, this 23d day of June, 1892. 

Wm. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury Agent in Charge of Seal Islands. 


Deposition of Karp Buterin, head chief on St. Paul Island, in charge of 
driving. 


MANAGEMENT AND HABITS. 


ALASKA, U.S. A., 
St. Paul Island, Pribilof Group, ss : 


Karp Buterin, oie duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 39 years of 
age and I was born on St. Paul Tsand, Alaska, and I have always lived 
here. Lhave a practical knowledge of the fur-seal industry as it is 

done on St. Paul Island, for I have been working at it 

Experience. all of my life since I wasableto work. Ihave driven 

seals and clubbed and skinned them; I have had charge 
of the drives and I have been second chief for four years, and I am 
head chief now, being elected in 1891. As chief it is my duty to see 
that the rookeries are not troubled by anyone, to teach my people to 
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obey the law and my young men how to drive seals to the killing 
grounds without injuring them. I know, and all my jo ea not to 
people know, that the Government told us we must not. kili cows. 

kill cows, and we never kill them. 

The Company Agent says to me: * Karp, be careful that no cows are 
killed.” I know, and we all know, if we kill cows the seals soon die 
out and we would not have meat to eat; and if anyone told me to kill 
cows I would say “No.” If I or any of my people knew of anyone 
killing a cow we would go and tell the Government officer. The Gov- 
ernment officer told us that the Government did not like to have cows 
killed, and that we should not kill any more pups be- 
cause it was wasting seals, and that the Government 
would give us plenty of other meat instead of pup meat, and we all 
agree to that, and we have not killed any pups since. And all my peo- 
ple will do everything the Government wants them to do. If any of 
our men get bad and kill cows or pups or do anything bad I punish 
them and I bring them before the Government officer. 

Our priest tells us to obey the law and to do everything the Govern- 
ment asks us to do, and we are all pleased to do it. We all know that 
the food and clothes we are getting has been given us by the Govern- 
ment, because we are not killing any seals to earn money to buy things 
for ourselves, and we know it is the Government sends us plenty coal 
when we have.no money to buy it. 

When we first noticed that the seals on the rookeries were not so many 
as they used to be we did not know what was wrong, 
but by and by we found that plenty of schooners came 
into the sea and shot seals, and we often found bullets and shot in seals 
when we were skinning them. 

And then we found plenty dead pups on the rookeries, more and more 
every year, until last year (1891) when there were so 
many the rookeries were covered with them, and when 
the doctor (Akerly) opened some of them there was no milk or food in 
their stomachs. Then we all knew the cows had been 
shot when they went into the sea to feed, and the pups 
died because they had nothing to eat. Plentyschooners came first about 
eight or nine years ago, and more and more every year since; and the 
seals get less and less ever since Schooners came; and my people kept 
saying ‘no cows,” “no cows.” 

First the cows get less, and then the “bachelors” get less, and the 
company agent he says ‘kill smaller seals,” and we 
kill some whose skins weigh only 44 pounds, instead of 
7 pounds, same as they always got. Then we could not 
get enough of seals, and at last, we could hardly get enough for meat. 

Schooners kill COWS, pups die, and seals are gone. Some men tell me 
last year “‘ Karp, seals are sick. » T know seals are not 
sick; I never seen a sick seal, and I eat seal meat every No diseases among 
day of my life; all our people eat seal meat, white men 

eat seal meat, no one ever seen bad seal meat or sick seal. No big seals 
die unless we club them, only pups die when starved, after the cows 
are shot at sea. When we used to kill pups for food i in N ovember they 
were always full of milk; the pups that die on the 
rookeries have no milk. The cows go into the sea to 
feed after the pups are born, and the schooner men shoot them all the 
time. 

The “‘ Holluschickie” (bachelors) do not go out to feed. When they 
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come in May there is plenty of fish in their stomachs, 

feechelors do mF Dutafter June there is nothing. Plenty of bulls all the 

time on the rookeries, and plenty bulls have no cows. 

Abundanceofbulls. T never seen a 3-year-old cow without a pup in July; 
only 2-year-olds have no pups. 

All the drives are under the care of the Chief and my men never drive 
too fast. No drive on St. Paul Island longer than 2 
niles. -We never make more than two drives from the 
same rookery in one week. 

When I was a boy, before Americans came here, we used to drive 
from the rookeries at Northeast Point to the village killing grounds, 
a distance of 12 miles, and from Halfway Point a distance of 6 
miles, and from Zapadnie a distance of 5 miles. After the Ameri- 
cans came the drive from Northeast Point was stopped at once and a 
salt house was built at Northeast Point and the seals have been killed 
there ever since within about 2 miles of the hauling grounds. 

In 1874 or 1875 the seals were killed within a mile of the hauling 
grounds at Zapadnie, and the skins have been taken ever since in boats 
across the bay to the village salt house. In 1879 a salt house was built 
at Half-way Point, and since then no seals have ever been driven on 
St. Paul Island more than 2 miles. 

No seals are injured by driving, for we drive very slow and only when 
the weather is cool. Once in awhile one may be smothered and we 
skin it and count the skin along with the others. After the cows seat- 
ter in August they mix with the bachelors and a few will be driven 
when we drive seals for food, and sometimes one is killed by accident 
before the clubber knows itis a cow. If I knew that he killed it on 
purpose I would punish him; and if he did it again I would have him 
put off the island. 

The pups are born in June and July and they learn to swim in Sep- 
tember. They can not swim when they are born and 
they can not help themselves, and they do not eat or 

Cow suckles only drink only as they suck the cows. No cow will let 
her own pup. 
another pup suck her; every cow feeds her own pup. 

The pups leave in November and all seals are gone about the middle 
of December, except when the weather is very fine, 
and then we often kill seals in January. 

KARP BUTERIN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to admin- 
ister oaths under section 1976 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, this 9th day of June, 1892, at St. Paul Island, Alaska. 

Wm. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury Agent in Charge of Seal Islands. 


Driving. 


Pups can not swim. 


Migration of pups. 


Deposition of Carlos G. Calkins, Lieutenant, U. 8S. Navy. 
PRIBILOF ROOKERIES. 


Carlos G. Calkins, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I ama heu- 
tenant in the U.S. Navy, and have made three cruises 
into Alaskan waters, as follows, viz, in the year 1890, 
about the Bristol Bay region and the Aleutian Islands as far west as 
Umnak; in the year 1891, to the Pribilof Islands, in Bering Sea; and 
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in the year 1892, from Kadiak Island to Prince William Sound, going 
as far into Cook’s Inlet as Coal Bay. 
I never saw nor heard of any fur-seal rookeries in these regions, ex- 
cept those on the seal islands of Bering Sea. Neither 
have I ever seen any fur-seals in abundance save on or poakeries only on 
near said seal islands. 
CARLOS G. CALKINS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Herbert V. Fletcher, chief mechanic on St. Paul Island. 
MANAGEMENT AND HABITS. 


STATE OF VERMONT, 
County of Orange, ss: 

Herbert V. Fletcher, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a 
citizen of Randolph, Vt., where I have had my home nearly all my life. 
I am by trade a machinist and blacksmith, and by occupation a farmer. 

In 1882 I went to St. Paul Island in the service of the Alaska Com- 
mercial Company, as their chief mechanic, and remained 
there two years and four months, including the sealing 
seasons of 1882, 1883, and 1884. During such season of each of these 
years, I was employed a considerable portion of the time in the annual 
seal killing, and at other times my work took me frequently to the 
various parts of the island, so that in the course of my stay there I 
became, as all do who live there a year or more, very familiar with 
everything pertaining to the seals. 

At the time of my employment at the island, everything about the 
seal rookeries and sealing industry appeared to be ina py onerous condi- 
highly prosperous condition. There was no lack of tion of rookeries and 
seals. The rookeries were said by all the natives and ‘ens industry. 
residents to be as large and full as they had ever been, and the lessees 
got their full number of skins allowed by law within the usual time, all 
of good marketable sizes, from such sized animals as the employés were 
told to kill, and had a large surplus left each year for breeders. The 
manner in which the seals were driven and killed _.. ean 

Driving and killing. 

seemed to me to be as good as could be adopted, and 

just such as any one would adopt who was accustomed to the manage- 
ment of farm animals. I was surprised to see how closely in nearly 
every respect the seal herds resemble droves of our pecempiance bee 
domestic animals. Almost anything is done with them tween seals and do- 
that we habitually do with our flocks and herds in farm ™st¢ simals. 

life, except to feed them. They are started up from the beaches, col- 
lected in convenient sized droves, and driven by a very few men to the 
proper killing grounds, exactly as I would handle a flock of sheep; and, 
unless the weather was very hot and dry, seemed to me to suffer no 
more nor stand any greater risk of injury from driving than sheep 
would and do under similar circumstances. When they arrive at the 
killing grounds they can be kept in ayard or corral surrounded by an 
ordinary cattle fence; but, without the trouble even of building a fence, 
with a single keeper to watch them and a few pieces of board set up 
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around them on which some strips of sacking or old garments are hung, 
several thousand are herded and kept for hours, until the time, perhaps 
on the following day, for their slaughter. They grow very tame and 
tractable by repeated driving, and even the old bulls lose their fierce- 
ness and seldom turn upon their herders, particularly when brought 
in from the rookeries near the villages, where they become most familiar 
with man. 

They seem never to be afflicted with any disease. The pups are 
always healthy, fat, and happy; the males too young 
for slaughter play about on the rookeries during the 
killing season and between the intervals of driving to the killing 
ground, galloping up and down the slopes or wrestling in good-natured 
contest, as the young of other animals do when undisturbed, showing 
no signs of fear or timidity. The still younger seals, during their first 
few weeks, have so little fear of man that they may be picked up at 
any time imore readily than young lambs; and when a little older, after 
they have learned to swim, they come by thousands upon the beaches 
close to the village and may be driven up en masse and taken to a 
corral and impounded, or simply herded by a watchman and kept to- 

gether for an indefinite length of time. When so herded 
ingeemakwe  ™* they may be readily taken up one by one and marked 

by some mutilation, such as the cutting off an ear, as 
has been practiced on one or two occasions, I am told, for the purpose 
of identifying them afterwards, or by branding them. From my expe- 
rience, with both seals and cattle, I should as soon undertake to brand 
alot of young seals as so many calves; and I believe by attempting iq 
at the proper season, after the old seals have mostly left the island, 
and the young are “ podding” by themselves, there would be no diffi- 
culty in “rounding up” simultaneously nearly all the young born in a 
single season and marking them for complete future identification. 

Their habits of breeding are so nearly like those of domestic animals 
that one having them in control needs only to follow 
his experience as a Shepherd or ‘‘cattleman” to cause 
them to become most prolific. He must keep all the females and kill 
off, as far as possible, all the surplus males above the number abso- 
lutely required for breeding purposes. I think these requirements 
were very exactly fulfilled by the late lessees of the seal fisheries during 
the time of my employment by them; and they are certainly able to 
point to the fact, unless I am grossly misinformed, that from 1870, 

when they first took hold of the business, up to the 

heady increase “f end of my service for them in 1854, the system pursued 

y them was as perfect as it could be, and resulted in a 

steady increase of the seals. They failed only in omitting to take proper 

measures by branding or mutilation, as I have pointed out, to identify 

their property while pasturing in the ocean. The owner 

Identification of of a seal skin with an ineffaceable brand on it would, 

property by branding 

or other marking. even in a foreign country, I imagine, have some sort of 

property right which international ‘law would recog- 

nize; and of his ability to mark nearly every skin with such a brand 
upon the live young animal I have not the slightest doubt. 

HERBERT V. FLETCHER. 


Subscribed and sworn to this 18th day of June, A. D. 1892, at Ran- 
dolph, Vt, before me. 
[L. S.] Wm. H. Du Bots, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of John Fratis, resident on St. Paul Island, and employé of 
lessees. 


MANAGEMENT AND HABITS. 


ALASKA, U.S. A., 
St. Paul Island, Pribilof Group, ss: 


John Fratis, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 47 years of 
age and was born on the Ladrone Islands. I can 
speak the English, Russian, and Spanish languages, and 
I understand the “Aleut” as it is spoken by the natives of St. Paul 
Island, Alaska. 

I came to St. Paul Island in 1869, and married a native woman and 
became one of the people; was made a native sealer and have resided 
here ever since. 

From 1859 to 1869 I was employed on whaling vessels working in 
Bering and Okhotsk seas and the Arctic Ocean. Ihave been along 
the coast of Bering and Okhotsk seas, and along the coast of Alaska 
in the North Pacific Ocean from Sitka to Unalaska, and I never saw 
or heard tell of any place in American waters in that whole region, 
where the Alaskan fur seals haul out on land or breed, — yani up or breed 
excepting on the seal islands of Bering Sea known as only on Pribilof Is- 
the Pribilof Islands. ope 

From the time I settled here in 1869 until 1882 or 1883, there was no 
trouble at all in taking 85,000 seals on St. PaulIsland ze 

o trouble in taking 
between Junel and July 30, and we often got that num- 85,000 seals a year for 
ber by July 90. 1869 to 1882 or 1883. 

In those days we used to get plenty of seals on the Zoltoi sands near 
the Reef rookery, and now there are none there. I have worked on the 
sealing grounds at everything there is to do, from driving to clubbing, 
and preparing the skins for shipment. 

When Mr. Webster had charge of the killing at Northeast Point, 
where he used to kill from 25,000 to 35,000 seals in a season, I generally 
did the cooking there, and I cooked seal meat every 
day, and we all ate it, and our people live on seal meat, Never saw a sick or 
yet I never saw a sick or a diseased seal or a carcass 
that was unfit for food. 

I have driven seals from all the rookeries and under the directions of 
several chiefs, and I know the orders were always very 
strict about the care we must take of the seals on the 
road. No drives were made in warm weather; the seals were not hur- 
ried, but every ouce in awhile they were allowed to stop and rest. The 
men who did the driving were relieved from time to time, so that no 
man should get too cold on the drive, and when the sun came out warm 
the drive was always abandoned and the seals allowed to go into the 
sea. I never saw the seals overdriven or overheated, nor have I ever 
seen a Seal die on the drive except one or two occasionally smothered. 

The drivers carry their knives along, and when a seal dies they skin 
him and the skin is brought to the salt house and counted in with the 
others. 

An overheated seal would not be worth skinning, and for that reason 
the company agent is particular that the seals are not overheated. I 
have clubbed seals, too, and at present I am a regular clubber. 

We know a cow seal on sight, and when we find one on the killing 
erounds we take care she is not injured. Very few cows get into the 
drives before the middle of August, and then we are only driving and 
killing a few hundred a week for food. 
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All cows killed on the seal islands are killed accidentally, and it oe- 

curs so seldom that I do not think there has been to 

cept necilent, °~ exceed 100 since I came to the island in 1869. So care- 

fully has this been guarded that when we used to be 

allowed to kill pup seals in November we had to examine and separate 

the sexes and kill none but males. 

The seals came to the islands in spring and they came 
from the southward. 

The first bulls arrive late in April or very early in May, and they are 

coming along till June. The bachelors come in May, 


Arrival of seals. 


Bulls. ‘ ; ( ] 
Saat the older ones first, and they continue coming till July, 
aie ; when the younger ones arrive. The cows appear about 


the 10th of June, and they are all on the rookeries about 
the middle of July. 

The pups are born soon after the arrival of the cows, and they are 
helpless and can not swim, and they would drown if 
put into water. The pups have no sustenance except 
what the cows furnish and no cow suckles any pup but 
her own. The pups would suck any cow if the cow would let them. 

After the pup is a few days old the cow goes into the sea to feed and 
at first she will only stay away for a few hours, but as 
the pup grows stronger she will stay away more and 
more until she will sometimes be away for a week. 

I do not think the bachelors go to feed from the time they haul out 

until they leave the islands in November, for I have 
fenchelors do not observed the males killed in May are fat and their 

stomachs full of fish, mostly codfish, while the males 
killed in July and afterwards are poorer and poorer and their stomachs 
are empty. I know the bulls do not eat during their four months’ stay 
on the islands. 

In August the families, or harems, break up and the cows scatter all 
over the rookeries, and the bulls begin to go away late 
in August and all through September, so that very few 
are left in October. The cows and bachelors begin to leave in October 
and November, but their going is regulated somewhat by the weather. 

Cold stormy weather, with sudden heavy frost, will drive them off 
sooner, so that the islands will be deserted by December 15, while warm 
weather will keep plenty of bachelors here until latein January, when I 
have known them to be driven and killed for food. When the seals 
leave the island they go southward and through the passes of the 
Aleutian Islands into the Pacific Ocean. 

It was in 1884 that I first noticed a decrease in the seals, and it has 
been a steady and avery rapid decrease ever since 1886, 
so that at present thereis notone quarter as many seals 
on the island as there was every year from 1869 to 1883. 

J have known of one or two schooners operating in Bering Sea as 
early as 1877 or 1878, and they were on the rookeries 
occasionally during the past ten years; but they can 
not damage the seal herd much by raiding the rookeries, because they 
can not take many, even were they permitted to land, which they are 
not by any means. 

The schooners increased every year from the time I first noticed 

_ them until in 1884 there was a fleet of 20 or 30, and 

creme of ecaine tect, then I began to see more and more dead pups on the 

rookeries, until in 1891 the fleet of sealing schooners 

numbered more than a hundr ed and the rookeries were covered with 
dead pups. 
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It is my opinion that the cows are killed by the hunt- 5. ayes Kinea 
ers when they go out in the sea to feed, and the pups while feeding. 
are left to die and do die on the island. 

I never knew of a time when there were not plenty of bulls for all the 
cows, and I never saw a cow seal—except a two-year 
old—without a pup by her side in the proper season. 
I never heard tell of an impotent bull seal, nor do I believe there is 
such a thing, excepting the very old and feeble, or badly wounded ones. 
I have seen hundreds of idle vigorous bulls upon the rookeries, and 
there were no cows for them. I saw many such bulls last year. 

The pups do not learn to swim until they are 6 to 8 weeks old, and 
after learning they seem to prefer to be on the land; 
and I think they would not leave the islands only for ,2UPs ‘earmins to 
the cold weather, or it may be they follow the cows to 
sea after being weaned. 

If the seal were let alone in the water we could manage them so as to 
again build up the rookeries. We are so familiar with 
their habits and they are so accustomed to us that there giececln eS 
is no difficulty in managing them so as to make them 
increase. They are easy to handle, the little pups are not shy of us, and 
even when they are older in the fall they can be handled much easier 
than sheep. I can manage seals better than I can some of the sheep 
brought on the islands and which I have been sent to catch. 

JOHN FRATIS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to adminis- 
ter oaths under section 1976, Revised Statutes of the United States, 
this 10th of June, 1892, at St. Paul Island, Alaska. 

Wm. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury Agent in charge of Seal Islands. 
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Deposition of Henry A. Glidden, Treasury agent on St. Paul Island. 
HABITS. MANAGEMENT. PELAGIC SEALING. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 
Henry A. Glidden, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at 
Albion, in the State of New York, am 61 years of age, 
a lawyer by profession, and am not in the employ of 
the United States Government. I was appointed special Treasury 
agent in charge of the seal islands under Secretary Folger. On May 
31, 1882, I arrived on St. Paul Island, and remained there until June 
8, 1885, only returning once to the States to pass the winter of 188384, 
I was located the entire time on St. Paul Island. During my expe- 
rience there I examined carefully the rookeries on the island, as was 
necessary in connection with my duties as special Treasury agent, 
and incidentally studied seal life on the islands. I am unable to 
state whether the seals increased or not during my 
residence on St. Paul, but they certainly did not de- See aia ue 
crease, except perhaps there was a slight decrease in 
1884. In all my conversations with the natives, which were, of course, 
a great many, they never spoke of the seals being on the decrease, as 
they certainly would have done if such had been the 
case. During these years there was always a sufficiency 
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of vigorous male life to serve all the female seals which came to the 
islands, and certainly during this period seal life was not affected by 
any deficiency of males. Ido not think that the number of seals on 
the rookeries can be even approximately estimated. No satisfactory 

Not possible to Measurement of the breeding grounds on which to base 
estimate number of an approximation of the number of seals has ever been 
TELS aoe or can be made. And, even if such measurement could 
be made, the broken nature of the ground, the inequality of distribu- 
tion of the seals while on land, and the fact that the females are con- 
stantly coming and going, preclude the possibility of any sort of calcu- 
lation which could be of any value at all. 

During the time I was on the islands I only saw a very few dead 
pups on the rookeries, but the number in 1884 was 
slightly more than in former years. Inever noticed or 
examined dead pups on the rookeries before 1884, the number being so 
small, but that year I examined them, and found them very much 
emaciated. In my judgment they were starved to death because their 
mothers had been killed while away from the islands in search of food. 
This, perhaps, would not be so if a cow would suckle 
any pup that comes to her, but she will not, and on 
the contrary will beat off any young seal which en- 
deavors to nurse from her except her own. I know a cow recognizes 
her pup, but a pup never seems to distinguish its mother from other 
cows which it comes in contact with. During the entire sealing season 
males of all classes remain on the islands, except that the bachelors 
once in a while go into the water, but remain in the vicinity of the 
islands. The females, on the contrary, are going and 
coming to and from the water for the purpose of feed- 
ing. I believe it is while the females are thus going to and from the 
feeding grounds and through the Aleutian passes that they are inter- 

cepted and shot by open-sea sealers. A pup seal until 
ere unable to it is Six weeks or two months old never goes into the 
E water, being evidently afraid to do so, and it is only 
after this ago that it begins by degrees to become acquainted with the 
sea. Iam of the opinion if a pup got into the water that it would be 
drowned and therefore would perish if born in the water. For the first 
six or eight weeks of its lifea pup is a land animal and in no way 
amphibious. 

I became very familiar with the methods employed by the natives in 
taking the bachelor seals, which are the only ones 
killed on the islands, and I do not believe any improve- 
ment could be made in the methods. The driving from 
the hauling grounds to the killing grounds was always conducted 
with the greatest care; was done at night or very early in the morn- 
ing, slowly and with frequent rests, so that the seals might not 
become overheated. During the killing the mer- 
chantable seals were always carefully selected. No 
females were killed, except perhaps one or two a season by accident, 
and the remainder of the herd were allowed to return to the water or 
hauling grounds. Very few seals were killed in a “drive,” and the 
skins of these were, in nearly every case, retained and counted in the 
quota allowed to be taken by the lessees. The number of seals killed 
in this way could not possibly have affected seal life on the island. I 
never saw or heard of a case where a male seal was seriously injured 
by driving or redriving. And I do not believe that the virility of 
males driven was destroyed by climbing over the rocks or affected in 
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any way by driving. Certainly the reproductive powers of male life 
on the islands were never decreased or impaired by these methods. 

Another fact in this connnection is that the lessees located the 
killing grounds as near the hauling grounds as seemed to be prudent 
without disturbing the breeding of the rookeries. That boats and teams 
were provided for transporting the skins to the salt houses from the 
killing grounds, thus avoiding long “drives.” Raids 
on the rookeries by marauders did not, while I was on 
the islands, amount to anything, and certainly seal 
life there was not affected to any extent by such incursions. I only 
knew of one raid upon St. Paul Island while I was there. It was by 
a Japanese vessel, and they killed about one hundred seals, the car- 
casses of which we found on board when we captured the vessel. The 
Pribilof seal herd should be protected both in Bering 
Sea and the North Pacific Ocean, because the injury to ,..7°°°Hm Beces- 
seal life, bringing about a decrease in the size of the 
herd, is caused by the slaughter of females in the open sea. If the 
seals are thus protected and the existing methods and regulations 
are carried out on the islands the seal herd will not decrease, but on 
the contrary, in my opinion, will increase. If the seals are not pro- 
tected in these waters, the herd will be exterminated in a very short 
time. It is only, therefore, by protecting the seals everywhere in the 
sea and ocean that seal life can be preserved. 

HENRY A. GLIDDEN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, U.S. A., this 15th day of April, 1892. 
[L. 8] CHas. L. HUGHES, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of Charles J. Goff, Treasury agent in charge of Pribilof Islands. 
PRIBILOF ROOKERIES. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Charles J. Goff, of Clarksburg, W. Va., being duly sworn, deposes 
and says: I am 45 years of age. During the years 
1889 and 1890 I occupied the position of special Treas- 
ury agent in charge of the Pribilof Islands. I was located on 
St. Paul Island, only visiting St. George Island occasionally. About 
the 1st of June, 1889, I arrived on St. Paul Island and remained 
there until October 12, 1889, when I returned to San Francisco for the 
winter. Again went to the islands in 1890, arriving there about the 
last week in May and remaining until August 12, 1890. Since that 
time I have never been on the islands. My principal observations as 
to seal life upon the islands were confined to St. Paul Island, as I only 
visited St. George Island occasionally. 

During my first year on the islands the Alaska Commercial Company 
was the lessee thereof, and during my second year the North American 
Commercial Company. In 1889 I made eareful observations of the 
rookeries on St. Paul Island and marked out the areas 
covered by the breeding grounds; in 1890 I examined ,,,Pcctesse in breed: 
these lines made by me the former year and found a ~ 
very great shrinkage in the spaces covered by breeding seals. 
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Dimeult for com. ,, L2 1889 it was quite difficult for the lessees to obtain 
pany to obtain quota their full quota of 100,000 skins; so difficult was it in 
prea i: fact, that in order to turn off a sufficient number of 
four and five years-old males from the hauling grounds for breeding 
purposes in the future, the lessees were compelled to take about 50,000 
skins of seals of one or two years of age. I at once reported this fact 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, and advised the taking of a less num- 
ber of skins the following year. Pursuant to such report the Govern- 

Reduced number at. ent fixed upon the number to be taken as 60,000, and 
lowed to be taken in further ordered that all killing of seals upon the is- 
1890. lands should stop after the 20th day of July. I was 
turther ordered that I should notify the natives upon the Aleutian Is- 
lands that all killing of seals while coming from or going to the seal 
islands was prohibited. These rules and regulations went into effect 
in 1890, and pursuant thereto I posted notices for the natives at various 
points along the Aleutian chain, and saw that the orders in relation to 
the time of killing andnumber allowed to be killed were executed upon 
the islands. As a result of the enforcement of these regulations, the 
lessees were unable to take more than 21,238 seals of the killable age of 

_ from one to five years during the season of 1890, so 
obtain oreat had been the decrease of seal life in one year, and 
it would have been impossible to obtain 60,000 skins 

even if the time had been unrestricted. 

The Table A appended to this affidavit shows how great had been 

it the decrease on St. Paul Islands hauling grounds, bear- 
craable showing de- ino in mind the fact that the driving and killing was 

done by the same persons as in former years, and was 

as diligently carried on, the weather being as favorable as in 1889 for 
seal-driving. I believe that the sole cause of the de- 

nets Pelagic seal- Grease is pelagic sealing, which from reliable informa- 

3 tion I understand to have increased greatly since 18384 
or 1885. Another fact I have gained from reliable sources is that the 

Majority taken in 2reat majority of the seals taken in the open sea are 

ajority taken in 2 > 3 

water arepregnantor Pregnant females or females in milk. It is an unques- 
TUES tionable fact that the killing of these females destroys 
the pups they are carrying or nursing. The result is that this de- 
struction of pups takes about equally from the male and female increase 
of the herd, and when so many male pups are killed in this manner, 
besides the 100,000 taken on the islands, it necessarily 
affects the number of killable seals. In 1889 this drain 
upon male seal life showed itself on the islands, and this, in my opinion, 
accounts for the necessity of the lessees taking so many young seals 
that year to fill out their quota. 

As soon as the effects of pelagic sealing were noticed by me upon the 
islands I reported the same, and the Government at once took steps to 
limit the killing upon the islands, so that the rookeries might have an 
opportunity to increase their numbers to their former condition; but 
it will be impossible to repair the depletion if pelagic sealing continues. 
I have no doubt, as I reported, that the taking of 100,000 skins in 1889 
affected the male life on the islands, and cut into the reserve of male 
seals necessary to preserve annually for breeding purposes in the 
future. but this fact did not become evident until if was too late to re- 
pair the fault that year. Except for the numbers destroyed by pelagic 
sealing in the years previous to 1889 the hauling grounds would not 
have been so depleted, and the taking of 100,000 inale seals would not 
have impaired the reserve for breeding purpos¢s or diminished to any 
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extent the seal life on the Pribilof Islands. Even in this diminished 
state of the rookeries in 1889 I carefully observed that in the majority 
of cases the four and five year oid males were allowed to drop out of a 
“drive” before the bacbelors had been driven any distance from the 
hauling grounds. These seals were let go for the sole purpose of sup- 
plying sufficient future breeders. 

A few seals are injured by redriving (often conflicted with overdriving 

and sometimes so called), but the number so injured is 
inconsiderableand could have no appreciableeffectupon 4 jetriving or over: 
seal life through destroying the virility of the male. ; 
The decrease, caused by pelagic sealing, compelled whatever injurious 
redriving has taken place on the islands, as it was often necessary to 
drive every two or three days from the same hauling grounds, which 
caused many seals let go in a former “drive” to be driven over again 
before thoroughly rested. If a ‘‘drive” was made only once a week 
from a certain hauling ground, as had been the case before pelagic sealing 
grew to such enormons proportions and depleted the rookeries, there 
would be no damage at all resulting from redriving. 

In my opinion, pelagic sealing is the cause of redriving on the islands, 
the depletion of the rookeries, and promises to soon make the Alaska 
fur-seal herd a thing of the past. If continued as it is to-day, even 
if killing on the islands was absolutely forbidden, the herd will in a 
few years be exterminated. I am, therefore, of the 
opinion that pelagic sealing should be absolutely pro-_ ,,Prehibitionneces- 
hibited both in Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean. ~~ 
If this is done and a few years are allowed the seal herd to reeover 
from the enormous slaughter of the past seven years, the Pribilof Islands 
will produce their 100,000 skins as heretofore for an indefinite period. 

Thereby append to and make a part of this affidavit a table, marked 

A, giving the number of seals killed each day on the 
Island of St. Paul during the years 1889 and 1890 up fables, “A” “BY 
to the 20th day of July. ; 
- Lalso append to and make a part of this affidavit a table, marked B, 
showing the killing of seals on the island of St. Paul up to July 20, for 
for the years 1870 to 1890, inclusive, compiled from the records kept at 
the Government House on St. Paul Island. 

I also append to and make a part of this affidavit a table, marked ©, 
showing the daily temperature and state of the weather for the months 
of June and July during the years 1889 and 1890, compiled from obser- 
vations taken by Dr. C. A. Lutz, on St. Paul Island. 

CHARLES A. GOFF. 
» Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, this 13th day of April, 1892. 
SEVELLON A. BROWN, 
Notary Public, 
2716——VvoL 11——8 
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ng of fur-seals on St. Paul Island vp to July 20, 1890, by the 
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NORTHEAST POINT KILLING GROUND. 
Number 4 Number 
Date killed. Date. killed. 
1889. 1890. 

ATG Beene doeUe saber aosec Sas ermiCnS 1,054 || Jume 17...-.---------------------+--- 16 
Fike as Be Mak piineede ae oreS> Soe 1, 270 {glam ee eT, oe ee 78 
0 it Ree Sens acoscoboodo Jupoodcnas 494 DG Res oeap Ss Sel soem sine. ecient 438 
OER cer aoe Saree. Hao Saas aa ICOU 15,205} Oh eae eR Aere ee aaee ercitar cl 96 
OY, Waa Pa Me ae ees SE Grn amooe 754 | SU ans ern LE i a les oh eet 179 
FS de MIRO A ee Bee et Ae Se 1, 407 O1tet tack. tel 205 
DG te aa foresee aieln a eataeral= mpeaetole 441 Oi Ses. 2b iss Se 2c. See eee 166 
OF (A ae eaese recep pogeencuone 5 844 Die ALE: pote e Bo acieeto eie 230 
Oe Tae Bn Ses SO DOI OTO 479 0): ae ee Ce ae oc oa: St 79 
OE ik ie te ce Sn ee aise sob encas 36 335 Ay | eee Rete Sy SSO StS 98 

Diya) lees eect. er ae ee eo TRCN: || Giuihyaes ep Aeeeepeeeee n= seco bao ec SIS 131 
OI ee eee Seen Od COIL BoS ots 968 DF, tte edhe en oe a res 96 
Bere Sain Sete Salta wre te 1, 559 | eae ee ey fees SSS 180 
ee Ae MUM SE Sent aeons 1, 524 dc. wot the cee ei eee 321 
Gee Se Se oes tila ale ee em 376 Boe hicas pao eee ee eee eee 74 
QPS eat 2 ese ec hoos ene =aleleioeo 914 Fo ce © ae ee eee 336 
CR ee een acaneaoC OSes 641 (em eS Me eo anor mae 379 

1\)3 BSS AE SpaseceeondesuLdode sone 800 OP 2) oe ee see eee eee 271 
IBS 2 Ses Bebop OnDSBOCMOnaanSeecor 793 1) eas ceeesbo ne Se dod ses 112 
fy ae ec ae = nlcfonisie sieimemiatale 1, 838 BY ack PS ee ereteiete ete ieate = 658 
ils ete eee ee ea ae 1,156 15 Abe pee ee eee ee er 245 
Le mee ae oinis Soisrasarelniei=tnie | 948 AGt se te eee eee eerie in = 312 
Oe ean anise eistetaiaie @r'e (alms =(—iet siete 1, 282 bly PS he eso aja cag ee 485 
Oe See ae ape toe lero ie fatelel=i=i=(o is (a= 834 Tas edie see eee emietern = alate 405 
DOE cetera Saas wtelaje mia man Slaton o. 243 a {oe eee nie = PS eo ol 446 
D0 Ee an eee eine ee eile 556 

Totaliseseece set eee ee <r 15, 076 = 
otal. sen ceeeeas ase vee ere oe 6, 007 

ene 
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11d 


Total number of fur seal killed by lessees on St. Paul Island from June 1 to July 20. 


B.—Table showing the beginning of each sealing season on the islands of St. Paul and St. 


Year. 


George from 1870 to 1890, inclusive, and the number of fur-seals 
up to July 20 of each year. 


accepted by the lessees 


St. Paul. St. George. 
e a pero Total 
<ins ac- 
Season | Skins ac-| Season | Skins ac- aa 
began— | cepted. | began— | cepted. 
June 1 29,788 | June 4 12, 604 42, 392 
1| 65,499 3| 21,563 87, 062 
3 68, 035 4 17, 862 85, 397 
3 88, 058 a 8, 554 96, 612 
1 83, 890 1 10, 000 93, 890 
3] 69,367 it 10, 000 79, 367 
4 58, 732 1 15, 000 73, 732 
8 78, 570 10 16, 709 95, 279 
2 80, 572 3 20, 569 101, 141 
1 80, 000 3 20, 000 100, 600 
6 80, 000 9 20, 000 100, 000 
2 80, 000 6 20, 000 100, 000 
4 60, 101 4 11, 123 71, 224 
3 83, 092 4 11, 152 94, 244 
3 70, 451 1 15, 000 85, 451 
4] 72,120 8] 13,385 85, 455 
1 77, 389 9 13, 381 90, 770 
2 73, 808 6 13, 187 86, 995 
il 68, 485 4 10, 138 78, 623 
6] 16,833 2 4,112 20, 945 


C—Table showing weather and temperature on St. Paul Island Sor June and July, 1889 


and 1890. 
1889. 1890. 
Day of June. July. June. July. 
month. = = 
Tempera- Tempera- : Tempera- . | Lempera- Tos 
hen Weather. fee Weather. Gunes Weather. aed Weather. 
Max. Min Maz.| Min. Mazx.| Min Max.| Min. 

LS CaSeae 42 | 33 | Foggy.-.-.| 45 | 40 | Clear..-.. 37 | 33 | Snow --..- 40 | 40] Fog. 

ene 40 | 35 Cloudy ...| 48 | 40 | Hazy..... 344 Son | eEleizg eee 48| 40] Do. 

Vo ccoRGee 4a 38: Sader o8-- 48 A2' bed Ole ease 41 33\| Clear ..... 46 40 | Clear 

Hoerpeeoe ASW 4 On ee Opens. 5 48) 41; Clear..... AZ 30. Benes. == 2 47 | 39 Do. 

Bese cca. Ae i59) Een dojs ssn 49} 40) Hazy... ADh ey a2h|) Clean zn. < 50} 40 Do. 

SEE aee 50 B45 ee Oem eciee 42 40, ECO sone 43 3k, | Hogs. a: 51 40 Do. 

isaseshae cM eee}. Seay 49 | 42; Thick fog.| 44] 38] Hazy ..-.. Siler Do. 

CS aces 47 BLO eee eeeeers 508 a40 Rains =-. Se 48 BOR Rane sane 4 44] 40 Do. 

Je seaee ie No record!...do ...... 45 | 42 | Hazy ..... 43) 39] Thick fog-) 46] 41 | Hazy 
elGr oe. S25. 44 | 38] Rain...... 49 | 42 | Thick fog-| 44] 3 dO Asan 47 | 42 Do. 
it Se 43 AQR Geom -s-- 51 Ale pHog: see AB Sf ise <dOyseen <2 48 | 43 | Fog. 
De aaa d50 one Decades RASC OR eesti 42| 37 | Foe....... Beat | Do: 
16) eae SBE SF | sz douse. SONK40 | ado) eee: 438) fib |eido! 11212 48] 43] Do. 
i eae 43, |b 37h acdiueasa 49} 40 |...do...... 43,0 Bile. do... 44| 43 | Rain. 
ee a. 42 | 37 | Thick fog.| 52] 42 |...do.....- 48) 39] Raining ..| 45) 43 | Fog. 
1s Saceeee 43 | 37 EAD Saebe 60) || CER COs -ca5- Sou OOs HOSS esa 44 | 41 Do, 
Merc cc 46 | 38 | Cloudy . 47 | 43 | Magyie <a 45) 37 | Rain... .- 47 | 42 Do. 
1 ER Saoree 49 | 38] Rain.....- 490) 42 eedoiase 2 AA 3h, | Clear: . 47 | 42 Do. 
Wore se 49-| 36 | Clear .. 52, | 42)| Kog.-2:..- CAN ie CS al al Ra eoe ee oe 50 | 40 Do. 
2) ee 45 | 37 | Cloudy 49.| 41] Clear ..... 43 | 39] Fine...... 49 | 40 Do. 
2 ae EASA) Gt EEC Oty ese 49 | 43 | Thickfog.| 45 | 40! Rain.__... 54 | 44 Do. 
2A Sone SBE 45 | 3 2G SAE 50))||44 || Raine. )o2 49) 40 | Clear ....- 56 | 43 Do. 
lo aaeeee 205) 7°38) ,| healer se a= 48) 42 | Hazy ....- 49") 139) Hazy .2-5- 53 | 45 Do. 
2 eee 42 | 39 | Thick fog.| 46] 42] Fog....... A2,| 238 |PHOg...-- 2 52] 46 Do. 
2 oaeesee 46) 40 0-5-2. 50) || 42°) Hazy: --. 45 |} 40 Ose osHe 52 | 45 Do. 
HAD SeoSeer 49 | 40 | Cloudy S45 ate et hneke top| 4 2) 38) edoe oss. 53 3 Do. 
Bipeeeaaee | Sie!) 4) (Clears... 49 | 43 | Hazy ..... AsO SSO) esd Oreeaee 53 | 46 Do. 
De mesicc ccs DOS aa dOnee sane 48" |) 43) sRainee ceee 44) 38 | Hazy: ..-..- 49 | 45 Do. 
os 50] 40| Cloudy 43 | 42| Fog....... 43 [ed0i|* doc... 48| 44] Do. 
upon s s OOM C2OU Ped Ges OO! 43a blazy ose oe CPB be Bie eek Ko ees 48 | 40 Do. 
Dil: ae Sel beod Bapodl Se seca aaeeae ea Ee Aaya Boor Beene Eosoe locceestecmer 51 | 45 Do. 


116 TESTIMONY 
Deposition of Alexander Hansson, employé of lessees on St. Paul Island. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Alexander Hansson, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: Lam 
34 years of age, a native of Sitka, Alaska, and was 
educated in the public schools of California, and atter- 
wards attended school six years in Lovisa, Finland, returning to the 
United States in 1875, when 18 years old. I immediately took service 
as second mate on the schooner Matthew Turner, and later on the 
steamer Dora, vessels of the Alaska Jommercial Company sailing to 
Alaska, and was employed a greater part of the time, for two years and 
a half, in the Unalaska district. In 1886 T went to St. Paul Island of 
the Pribilof group, and have since remained there constantly from that 
time until August, 1891. Twas employed there in various occupations 
in connection with sealing, but chietly in handling sealskins and as one 
of the “killing gang,” and am familiar with every phase of the business. 

In 1886 and 1887 there appeared to be enough seals, and the men 

were kept pretty steadily at work after the first few 
rere ty, of sels in days of the season until the catch was completed. 
Good sized skins were taken in these years and there 
was no trouble in getting them, but large seals grew very Scarce on 
the island in 1888, and still more so in the three follow- 
ing years. ‘The orders of the “boss” of the gang, in 
which I worked in 1888 and 1889, under the management of the Alaska 
Commercial Company, were not to kill the o-year old bulls, because 
they were, he said, needed on the rookeries. 

There were a good many dead pups on the rookeries every year 1 
was on the island, and they seemed to grow more 
numerous from year to year. There may not, in fact, 
have been more of them, because the rookeries were all the time grow- 
ing smaller, and the dead pups in the latter years were more numerous 
in proportion of the live ones, They were thin and poor, and appeared 
to have starved to death. 

NE Fe ar rh 1am sure the size of the rookeries on St. Paul Island 

and the number of seals on them in 1891 were less than 
one half of their size and number in 1886. 

The natives for whom I am entitled to speak, as being one of them, 
and receiving a share from the proceeds of the sealeries, protest that 
the United States Government ought to have protected 
the rookeries against deep-sea seal fishing, because we 
believe the seals rightly belong to us and should not be killed when — 

Protection neces. they are away irom their island home. We earnestly 
sary. pray for the protection to which we are justly entitled. 
ALEX. HANSSON. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL.] CLEMENDT BENNETT, 
Notary Public, 
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Deposition of Max Heilbronner, secretary of Alaska Commercial Company. 


SEALSKIN RECORD OF ST. PAUL ISLAND, ALASKA, 1871 TO 1889. 


Showing the dates, the rookeries from which the scals were driven, and the number killed 
Jrom each drove, except that the catch at Northeast Poimt, is entered weekly, without 
designating the particular part of that rookery from which the animals were driven, 


May 15. 
24. 
June 1. 
DZ WREOL 2). iyeeacieceae waits 
Os NCO hie ses. Masjeseree sees 
6. English Bay 
9. Southwest Bay-....---- 
. Southwest Bay--....--- 
Dr ORC Oia eth mins cence mee 


GGL a cc.c coc Sere 


stoy 


. Southwest Bay....-...- 
. Southwest Bay... --.. 
Mam ans oe eerie 


PEL O ULSD eiy: eel are eer 
. English Bay and Tol- 
. Tolstoy 
July 1. Tolstoy 

3. Northeast Point....--- 
5. Reef and Lukanan .--- 
6. Reef and Lukanan -... 
7 
8 


. Reef 
Ad RSENS Sep ee AE eee eT 
. Loltoy 
. Lukanan and Tolstoy... 
2. Northeast Point...-... 
. Ketovy 
. Loltoy 
LMM ame soos Se 
. Northeast Point...---: 
. Tolstoy 
PPS WIC AMAT pvocyate chats eee 
. Loltoy 
18. Zoltoy 


Petal, LOLLY =<, dsbee's Lees 


May 


umes jl Reeitsts. as ese one 28 

OD OLSLO Wee =e nens see ee oe 

DMeRUO CLs nee Le arene ieee 
SEP OLStOVSes seni s ieee eee 
. Southwest Bay ....-... 
NRGGL 282 sce ee Sse sie 
Smee lishws aly, se senee see 
. Tolstoy and Lukanan. 
. Nertheast Point....... 
MINGOh ea: ace ee ees 


aerate 


175 
243 
578 
220 
904. 
1, 680 
969 
1, 730 
861 


, 130 
387 
069 
901 
283 
495 
791 
2, 653 


209 


2, 128 
006 
274 
914 
2, 038 

808 
2, 815 
1, 187 

751 
1, 029 
1, 922 
352 
778 
1072 
1, 788 
3, 836 
1, 388 
650 
205 
150 


227 
ADD 
759 
278 
293 
209 
1, 607 
662 
1, 730 
1, 048 
4, 003 
702 
388 
2, 826 
1, 166 
1, 702 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dee. 


| June 


July 


24. 
29. 
4. 


. Zoltoy 
. Northeast Point....... 


. Lukanan 
. Halfway Point 
. Ketovy 
. English Bay and 


. English Bay 


. English Bay and ‘I 


. English Bay and 


. Reef 
-. Northeast Point ....... 


Zoltoy 
ZLoltoy 
Ketovy 


SWRA AM Awe se G es ee 
RCS AAD SE aA 


, 


and 


stoy 


UO ose Aa boa et Saetac 


Poke Op o\ed hia, 1B oo ee ae 

Gop Reeiis sr tskeecsroe oe 
1omwMnelish Bay see see. 
NO MRC OL kee nen 
OO EM e S hy ay eee asec 
21. Northeast Point....... 
220 MoU Kae ete ee 
24. Reef and Zoltoy ...... 
7s Adina hice) BNA se aoee ce 
ZO OIGO Vee sess oe eee ae 
Me GENRE as eeteks eee 
28. Northeast Point ....... 
AO sale uaa = ne eee esl 
2 LOUL ON, Seen ice clears 
5. English Bay, .......... 
5. Northeast Point....-.. 
GeAOlbON es sts te. ea 

Shed dima oN ayn ie eee sere 
12. Lukanan and Zoltoy -- 
USP lv oghis ws Peer oaseiseee 
Ore LOMUOVPoaos costs seeetaisice 


2, 454 
1, 490 
732 


1, 436 
8, 412 


2, 181 
712 
1, 420 
676 
3, 032 
2. 987 


5, 109 

798 
1, 839 
3, 259 
Pyratulugi 
1, 640 
3, LD 
2, 060 
2, 319 


1, 133 


118 


July 16 


18. 


. English Bay 
9. Zoltoy 


. Halfway Point.-...--- 
English Bay 
. Northeast Point....-.. 
-bokamame cesses eae 


: Loltoy semenars ace 


AU On AOMLOVee eee ener eer 
MARHOMO WIS S Tis ies sae 
16. Northeast Point. ..---- 
IO AON amenee seesaw sae 
29). dnuikamamlas sees eee 
Sept: 6. Lukaname--s.2-- so2eee 
May 23. Southwest Bay --.-.----- 
DO PCC ass soe te ee cok 
June 3. Reef and Tolstoy...-.-- 
4. Southwest Bay .------- 


. Reef and Tolstoy 
. English and Southwest 


IBAN Spas aes eee eee 


. Reef and Zoltoy..-.---- 
smo lish Baye senses see 
- Northeast Point. ------ 
. Tolstoy 
. Reef and Zoltoy 
oWkamanie ye eee ae eee 
. Southwest Bay 
. LZoltoy 

. Tolstoy 
. Northeast Point 
i nelighebayerecas.e-s- 
. Reef and Lukanan -.-.. 
. Loltoy 
. Northeast Point 
July 1. 
. Zoltoy and Lukanan.-.-.- 
pbmclish Bayeseereeeeee 
. Loltoy 
. Loltoy 
. Northeast Point 


Tolstoy 


April 27. Northeast Point ...--..- 
May 6. Southeast Bay-.-..-.-.-.- 

UG Me Citem. Semen cee eee 

20 eINC Clonee cnt eee eeee 

30: Reef 22 3548-552 Se eee 

June 3. English and Southwest 

Baise a2 6s er ce cape 

ORCC ae eee oe cee eee 

4. Enelish Bay and Tol- 

Sto eee ee 

6. Northeast Point ....--- 

8. Reef and Zoltoy-...-... 

9. Enelish and Southwest 

Bays. cers a8 te ee 

LOMMOISKONY. = cece ene 

ARC Chie toe. Seniesa eee 

13. English and Southwest 

IBaniGees myosin 

El al [ion yoo os Cees on 

13. Northeast Point.--.... 


TESTIMONY 


187 2—Continued. 


iGso | Sept. 13) Daikanan).255. . Sa.s20- ; 
2, 343 2X vai lanl Mpegs ee os son 
4204 | Oct. 10: Lukamam 2-24-5256. 

836 22 a ama ee i, ee ee 

628 28 Emig She bauy - = sae 
1, 369 29. English Bay and Reef. 
2, 070 31. English Bay and Reef. 

10 31. Northeast Point-...-.- 
LOR eNOViee 20-7 LOS tO yma ee eee eee 

Si WecwmowReeiee ss) eaee meee 

20 6.2Tolstoye eee eee 
112 
151 

55 

L873. 

96 | July 7. Zoltoy and Lukanan. -. 
188 Oeimelish Bay sesaeeenee 
796 9. Northeast Point ....--.- 
700 4 Tolstoyesse tes ce eee 
916 15; Zoltoy, Sass eee 

16: Lukanan eee 


DAAS |. 17. 


English Bay 


1, 656 LS. Zolboy. 22 cece ae 
2, 016 19. Lukanan and Zoltoy -. 
3, 242 19. Northeast Point....... 
1, 758 21, Emolish Baiy2 5-232. =-2- 
455 22. Lukanan and Zoltoy. .- 
663 23. Lukanan and Zoltoy-. -- 
3, 910 23. Northeast Point ..-.--. 
650 | Aug. 4. Zoltoyz==- 22. ee aes8 
1, 787 13. Loltoyasons a: ase 
3, 410 IM AMINO) £5 nee ace rose 
3} 1a7/ 25. uulkvananiese see eee 
21 |e Sepites L-elolstove-eeeee eer 
1, 142 9) Tolstoy ss) oS eee 
510205) Oct. 9252 Lolstoyes-s= eee 
altel) Deen Sd bOlisit\y Sacanauedo sensec 
2,322 | 20) Rolstoyi. as: 2 see 
OZ 30: Wolstoy 2222-2 eee eee 
2,194. | 
693 
4, 662 

187-4... 

14 | June 15. Reef and Zoltoy.....-- 
407 17. English Bay and ‘Tol- 
306 SUOY 2a. Soe see 
303 It. Zoltoy ...e2sseeee eens 
217 18. Southwest Bay---..-.-- 

19. Southwest Bav.-...-.-.. 

2, 391 20. Tolstoy and Lukanan. - 
5388 20. Zoltoy 3322s 5-55 
20. Northeast Point-....-- 

556 23. Zoltoy and Lukanan -. 
4, 062 25. EmolishyBaveess-ss-se— 
638 25. EMeishw Bay. =e 
26. Reef and Zoltoy..--.-- 

1, 897 27. Tanker See ee 
634 27. Northeast Point...-.--. 
540 30. Tolstoy and Zoltoy ---- 
July 1. Enolaish Bang eo. -5- == 

1, 982 3. Zoltoy and Lukanan -.- 
620 3. DolstoypAese see sse ee = 
4,724 4, Zoltoy and Lukanan .. 


RELATING TO ST. PAUL 


ISLAND. 119 


1874— Continued. 

July 4. Northeast Point. ...... SnOMAs flv Zea HOLL seas omer 2 eee ce 165 
Gehlolstoyeee see ee LoOL Alig Oe AOlbOy Ress hs eseee oo oe 110 
Sabine lishebaiye-= 22 oe 2, 702 LOBAOLiOV Ges ae Bere ae 104. 
DaHoltoymercseee sass, = hee 1, 987 TRA OMG OV terete tree eee 124 
9. Lukanan and Tolstoy. 1, 580 Di SAO Yao sate aoc a 116 

LO Holibovieecasossse eee ASA SO pUsel HOlbLOY mae). yet ee 91 
10. Northeast Point....... 3, 367 GAO tO See See 108 
13. Tolstoy and Lukanan . 1, 664 ZO MA ObO Vea yee 117 
140 Enelish Bay <.:2---22< PAGO OCten SL HOluONnnseese esas fon 44 
1b} CAMIUON/ poping occemee ae. 468 LOTR CCiieas 5. <7 ors ae Es 116 
oy uilkcagan= 32 2. sees ss 1, 094 BOTAN Cit Liskin. Sees ee ae 196 
AGS Zolbovarssercche tee soe oe (lakes: | ID eres, AUT Jeveeve Be Ae alee Bei ee 1, 474 
eee ulcamame eee eee ae 527 
17. Northeast Point. -.----- 4, 004 92, 221 
BY, CAD ccade nee ese aoe 127 
1875. 
Jan. 3. Northeast Point --..-... 25 | June 26. Southwest Bay....-... 4, 036 
Feb. 10. Northeast Point. -.-----. 9 26. Northeast Point.....-. (HB283 
16. Northeast Point...---. 6 28. Reef and Zoltoy..---.. 1, 526 

Mar. 6. Northeast Point....-.-. 16 302 Emohishi Bays -oese5 228: 3, 925 

May 6. Southwest Bay..------ 178 | July 1. Lukanan and Zoltoy . 2, 534. 
6. Southwest Bay-....---- 311 3. Northeast Point.-...... 5, 020 

10. Northeast Point...---. 9 GeZoltoyer soue= Hoos es 1, 248 
14. Northeast Pomtieses=- 20 SEnolisheBaiyesses see oe- 3, 865 
lSaReetew: S22 Sf Le 143 DPLOMtOv seo ss sone ae 2, 097 
DA INCGtssa se Sos ass seas 656 WOMKMCtovyaaseeee eee ee 1, 125 
IFAC Lee aes. aes 492 10. Northeast Point....... 5, 935 

Une el eOlstoyars == 2 se se eee 204 USA OlLOVet ee ate ee ks 1, 565 
2. Southwest Bay.------- 1,198 a OLS tOWes seers aoe 1,810 
5. Zoltoy and Tolstoy -.-- 692 MELON Ese oe se ee = 746 
7. Zoltoy, Tolstoy, and LS EMO SB ayes sees ee 2, 700 

est 2.24 22s ae 710 EAD ON ees SaaS 1, 205 

8. Southwest and English 17. Northeast Point...-..-. 7, 439 

DB aiy eS geo 1, 560 17. Northeast Point....--. 27 

10. Batt goat and English Li OlvOye eters eee 637 

Bayesian sees a ase 1, 456 28-2 HOlGONE seen eee a= 159 

12. Reef and Zoltoy...--.- (pL alu! A AMON Sopa nrgcudoesce 235 

12. Northeast Point...---- 4, 052 1 MIRON Magers comico ae 191 

A ROISGOV: a2 =n Secret 739 DO LOlUbO Vise eimai oo cee 159 

15. Half Way Point....--- 2, 115 2 LOLLY, fiery eee 101 

16. Reef and Tolstoy..----. 707 It SioltOyn sees. cee e eee he 78 

Gs eullcamam eae ete ae 452 22 LOGO = aap ctare'o os a ee Se 41 

18. Southwest and Enelish DO LOWONn ee ee os ee ee 63 

Bay sige see S222 3 SUOM Oct: U2 CZoltovesasee see aoe = 5D 

NO ZO litOwi <0 a)- ct eth OOD aIMNO Ves DrelvCOli esate ccce ees 2 155 

19. Northeast Point...--... 5, 252 ee Molstoyeeeasesse: foe 1, 985 

Oily MOISbOWese =): ate 1, 830 27. Southwest Bay......-. 9 

Ae LOULON] aa aias es es ee = 1, 149 ———. 

23, Buelhish Bay 8.225225. 3, 007 90, 036 
24 cluakaname=.2 2 22's bees. 262 

1876. 

Jan. 12. Tolstoy and Southwest June La Tolstoy e-scssees cscs. 885 

Bayonet ee ete ge ae 709 15 Zoltoysantncer----- - - 624 

May 23. Southwest Bay-.-..-.. 897 16. Southwest Bay.-.-.-.--- 2, 641 

S10), Win e(e) eee seek eh ee Ae 223 17 Northeast Roimt. 2-32: 3, 120 

June 3. Southwest Bay.----- se 188 LOR A OMOWE Sew wie fete ens 2, 942 
OMNGeh alate oe ees 836 DMROUStO WEL) ase cee 3, 161 
Osi ech oe t= Were or 673 D2 EAOUO Ven ase Sa 480 
RLOItOVe-sosns- a. sens 468 24. Northeast Point..-...- 6, 193 
8. Southwest Bay .------ 566 24. Southwest Bay-.--.- ---- 4, 503 

NOROlOy ess oo ee 173 748s YAOI aaa oe eee 862 
10. Northeast Point.--..-.. 1, 585 ZOwEMeOn SHB Aayes = a= - 2 - 3, O17 
2 eAOlbO yess =e ooo: 868 29. Zoltoy ee ss eye 1, 442 
13. Halfway Point..-.-.-.. 811 | July 1. Northeast Point -...... 7,000 


120 


July 


Aug. 


May 


June 


: Tolstoy 
. English Bay 
; Northeast Pombeensese 
. Lukanan 
. Zoltoy 
LLolstOy esas. cet = cess 
= LOMOY =.= 2 ss. 21-22 stsooe 
WLOMGOY <6 5 oe ise asses 
sel OWStOVesse sae tec 
~ ankamam: seen. cee eens 


; ae ef . 


. Loltoy 
. Loltoy 
: Tolstoy and Middle Hill 
20. Southwest Bay 
é aed and Lukanan. .. 


Tolstoy anil Middle Hill 
Zoltoy and Ketovy ---- 


Bay SR Sp tr arate 


. Southwest and English 


Bay 


. Reef and Zoltoy.....-- 
. Halfway Point 
. Southwest and English 


Ba 


Haliway; Poimbeee- a= - 


. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 
. Northeast Point .----.-- 
. Loltoy 


Halfway Point 


. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 


28. Zoltoy and Lukanan ..- 


. Tolstoy 
. Ketovy 
. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 
. Southwest and English 


hm olish Bay ss-=oasoe" 
. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 


; Seal Lion Rock-.-- =... 
. Southwest Bay and Tol- 


eae Saisie Tene eee 


and Zoltoy .-.-- 


Bayseeees 


. Ketovy, Lukanan and 


Zoltoy 


; Tolsions and Middle Hill 
. Southwest Bay 
2. Zoltoy and Lukanan -. 
. Northeast Point.--.--- 
. Halfway Point..--.... 
25. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 
. Lukanan and Zoltoy -- 
. Southwest and English 


yi 
. Ketovy and Z ‘oltoy -- 
. Tolstoy and Lukanan.. 


TESTIMONY 


1876—Continned. 


AAO Ds ARC el Os) ZOO Yaseee eee eet 120 
2, 644 | 1A KehOvy, 7.0 lsmase saaeeee 129 
2, 846 | 23 Ketomy, ¢--\e2- 20s es 207 
2, 200) OSepbe Ml tAOltOy a... 2-25 ere 163 
8, 116 | Oca ClO ies <2 5.- == eee seere 50 
2,126 | 16. -ZOltOVveee aes: == sees 9 
2,039 : Nov. 24. Southwest Bay...-...:. 376 
1, 974 25. Southwest Bay-..-.--.:- 127 
53 | Dec. 14. Tolstoy ...------------ 575 
1, 040 | —. 
2, 1389 77, 900 
1, 588 
1877. 
332 | June 30. Northeast Point ..-.-..- 6, 449 
5AGy Tiulliys 2) Zolitonae en se eee 1, 849 
3. Tolstoy and Lukanan . 1, 534 
796 | 5. English Bay and Middle 
Hadi ee ea 2, 522 
1, 696 6. Ketovy and Lukanan.. 2, 275 
446 | 7. Northeast Point .....-- 5, 660 
1, 092 Ws LOWOVe as Oe eee eee Palate: 
9. Holtoy: zaasee eee eee 495 
1, 647 10. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 2, 086 
1, 506 10. Northeast Point ....-.- - 2, 172 
1, 092 VA. WioltOya sae Asse 1, 066 
1, 011 Zia AOMUOVe a2 ee eee 7d 
W458 Aue, NOSZoltoyeee tases 142 
1, 631 | LE ZO lGONa = Bete as Re 168 
1,172 20 LOMO a2. tee ese 176 
1, 224 30 LONGO vse ee eee 108 
10500 Septs 12. 2Zoltoyieeee=ssa-enoee 52 
By Wiss || Who Ie VAOMONY 2= 5s ance osoedeac 201 
1, 250 | 27. Southwest Bay-------- 1, 241 
430 | 29. Southwest Bay -..- ---- 399 
2,020 | Dee. 22. Northeast Point ...--- - ~ 20 
1, 396 | —— 
2, 166 61, 584 
1915 
LS7ZS- 
205 | June 29. Northeast Point..-..-... 6, 375 
July 1. Halfway Point .----.- 2 237 
703 2. Zoltoy and Ketovy -.--- 3, 903 
857 | 3: lnlkanvanee fe, see 791 
4. Zoltoy and Ketovy .--- 2, 010 
2, 407 5s MOlstoyge=: set eee 2, 622 
556 | 6. Zoltoy and Ketovy.--. 1,036 
| 6. Northeast Point...---.- 7, 231 
1, 098 | 8. Halfway Point ....-..- 484 
887 | 8. Lukanan and Ketovy..- 885 
1, 282 | Gr iZoltoy. 2... sae 2, 288 
pts) 0) NOMS ZOltOVis = )5- ae eaeeee 916 
| 10. Northeast Point ....... 3, 322 
2, 271 12. Tolstoy and Middle Hill — 3, 600 
13... ZOMOY 252.2580 see eee 2, 101 
992 16. olstoy-4-2s2-24-2-eee 1, 986 
1, 731 LG LOMO 2222 e eee 2, 337 
1, 457 18; Zoltoy¢22as. eo ocee ee 1, 549 
1, 309 18. Thukananeses- aseecesee 272 
5, 900 30:) Zoltoyeseeee seem eee 304 
Aiouleomo. 10: Zolt0vesnseeseeose eee 294 
1,552 | Nov. 26. Reef and Tolstoy.-...-- 1, 128 
1, 895 28. Reef and Tolstoy .----- 815 
Dec. 14. Northeast Point.------ 183 
2, 666 
1, 661 82, 152 
1, 130 


es tw 


May 


June 


May 


June 


20. 


26. 
Ds 


. Halfway Point 
. Southwest and English 


. Tolstoy 
. Southwest Bay 


. Halfway Point 
. Southwest 


. Halfway Point 


B Reet 


: es Point 
. Reef and Zoltoy..--.-- - 
. Southwest and English 


. Tolstoy 


. Halfway Point 
2. Reef, 


. Northeast Point 
. Halfway Point 
. Zoltoy and Luksnan -. 


RELATING TO ST. PAUL ISLAND. 


Southwest and English 


Bay sis ooo aes 


Middle Hill 


. Reef, Zoltoy, and Ke- 


tov 


Bay and 
Middle Hill 


. Reef, Zoltoy, and Ke- 


tov 


. Southwest and English 


Bans 22 eee eee 


. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 
. Lukanan, Ketovy, and 


Roef 


. Northeast Point..---..-. 
. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 
. Southwest and English 


Bays 


. Reef, Zoltoy, and Ke- 


tov 


. Tolstoy, Middle Hill, 


and Zoltoy 


Southwest Bay 


SI NGO A ae es es aeene 
. Tolstoy 


and English 
Ba 


. Southwest and English 


Bays 


Bays 


. Reef, Zoltoy, and Ke- 


tov 


and English 


Bay 


aiiotah Be and Mid- 


dle Hill 


Zoltoy, and Ke- 
tov 


. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 
. Reef, Zoltoy, and Ke- 


tov y 


. English Bay and Middle 


Lill te. eset 


. Reef, Zoltoy, and Ke- 


OWA son ete eto 


121 


1879. 
June 28. Lukanan, Ketovy, and 
278 OMLOV: see ee eee ee as 1, 206 
525 28. Northeast Point....... 7, 042 
162 30. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 2, 617 
July, (1, English Bay...) 222: 2, 148 
1, 627 2. Zoltoy and Tata: sae 1lftetel3) 
43 3. Tolstoy and Ketovy -- 1, 932 
1, 188 4; Hnelish* Bay ..2.-22-5- 2, 106 
5. Lukanan and Ketovy.- 1, 168 
1, 462 5. Northeast Point.-.-..-.- 9, 083 
498 7. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 1,52 
8. Lukanan, Ketovy, and 
997, LOMO pee ee seca at 1, 920 
9. Lukanan, Ketovy, and 
730 LOMbOV A Saeeeaeeee 983 
522 LOMO Oyen eee 948 
10. Northeast Point....-.- 5,599 
1, 331 AMZ OGO NRE ee ae ee ne ee 2, 652 
15. Zoltoy and Ketovy..-- 1,283 
914 16. Tolstoy, Middle Hill, 
and Lukanan ...---- 2, 282 
TEL: Doe HOLGOE Saat cee ee ee 434 
1,176 2)s SADR oaemecassaeeecc 429 
AIO’ eat ZOlvoyies 255 22 eee 237 
1, 053 ESL OO Vests cine cae to seme 171 
7, 388 25te LOGO yas as ee eee 3 
JEU) ORI IN Oveetel GomnG Clee am op ata ts Sete 70 
PASS) Hey eee OEE ee ee 162 
O22) DCCs | Oeheeh soe se. sas eee 845 
1 Dail Sete) te eats a anak Aen A Vee 1, 144 
995 26. Northeast Point--..-.. 62 
INKS AV; VANIMON, Hee eesaoooun cece 121 
1, 542 — 
1, 940 81, COL 
1s8so. 
206 | June 30. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 2, 297 
225 | July 1. Tolstoyand Middle Hill 1, 621 
19 2 MEIN AIR soscoe cook 2,313 
216 3. Northeast Point..-.-.- 7, 167 
1, 496 3. Zoltoy, Reef, and Ke- 
926 tOVY Coens eee eee 1, 386 
5. Halfway Point: -.----- 789 
884 5. Lukanan and Ketovy-. 651 
is /ADINON Geese saeco ees MST 
762 7. Tolstoy and Lukanan.. — 1, 654 
1, 204 8. Reef, Ketovy, and Zol- 
763 Os ee les Cast 2, 218 
8) Midiie Hill and Luka- 
990 TVA Te SI Saeed 1, 426 
10.‘Northeast Point....--.- te Ole 
703 10. Zoltoy, Ketovy, and 
iicamnants wea ee 1, 221 
1, 618 12. Zoltoy and Ketovy -..- 817 
5, 277 13. Tolstoy and Middle Hill = 1, 768 
14. Reef, Zoltoy, and Luka- 
801 TAME acetate ache 2, 638 
1, 459 15. Middle Hilland Ketovy 1, 834 
GEE mio sh anys =e 2.461 
1, 035 eA Ob ONE eee s savas 2 = 531 
1, 701 B30 pAOltO Ves eee ae = 228 
SE VAD So oases Sopeeene 218 
USC Sih Wl Zguiteg We) ZACK ONE 22 oe oau eases 351 
Ocths2Zo_ekmolisheBay-o252-4--- - 60 
2,580 | Nov. 29 English Bay Rome Nee 480 
DEG MSnbetn laisse est... 2 1, 126 
1, 062 9. Southwest Bay ..-..-.--. ilies 
6, 201 31. Northeast Point...-..- 125 
1, 514 
1, 743 78, 923 


122 


Jan. 


May 
June 


July 


Jan. 
Feb. 


May 2 


June 


1. Tolstoy and Reef ..---- 
3. Lolstoy, aise 3% 2a saase- 
29 Rie@eh 43. sep eo erats 
6. Reef and Zoltoy....... 
7. English and Southwest 
BaySiseeae sce ctl -si 

OL -RCGt 2 sete cick casei ees 
107 RockysP omit. ss 4ee- 
14. Reef and Zoltoy-.-.---- 
15. English and Southwest 
IBBIN Sees os esis 

16. Lukanan, Reef, and Zol- 
(OY ESS See ee oe 

Lv altway Point -22:--.- 
18. Tolstoy and English Bay 


20. Zoltoy and Lukanan. -- 


. Volstoy and Middle Hill 
2. Tolstoy and English Bay 
23. ZLoltoy 
24, Halfway Point -...:--- 


24. English Bay and Middle 


15 0) So Se See 
25. Middle Hill, Lukanan, 
aNGeZOliOYy s=sece 4525 
25. Northeast Point....... 


27. Knelish Bay and Tol- 


9. Zoltoy 
. Zoltoy and Lukanan. -- 
. Tolstoy, 


. Sea Lion Rock 
. Sea Lion Rock 
. Sea Lion Rock 
2. Tolstoy 


stoy 


. Sonthwest and English 


Bas ee tsosce asec: 
and Lukanan -.- 


Middle 
and Ketovy 


Hill, 


. Halfway Point .-..----- 
. Northeast Point. .....- 
. English Bay and Middle 


|W Bs CPR er ee 


22. Northeast Point..--...- - 


WJRCCE ceiae < E eer bs 
- Southwest Bay Boy A 
. Southwest Bay Shenk s tbe 
. Reef and Zoltoy--2=--= 
. Reef and Zoltoy....--- 
. Southwest Bay......-.. 
oy alin donb sees. = 
. Southwest Bay --..---- 
4. Northeast Point.--.--- 
. Loltoy 


and Halfway 
POMMURe se aeons 


toy 


. Lukanan, Ketovy, and 


Reet 


20. Southwest Bay...-..-.-. 


. Tolstoy 


and Middle 
PEL bs 2 ea i ae 


22. Reef, Zoltoy, and Ke- 


tovy 


. Halfway Point: ...---. 
24. Tolstoy 


and Middle 
RU ae See ee 
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1,919 
1, 604 
3, 000 


803 
1, 393 


1, 458 
1, 070 


986 
2, 010 


652 


I 


Eoin 


45 
23( 


1 
ib 


1, 083 


Aug. 


Nov. 


Dee. 


July 


2. Tolstoy, 


. English Bay 
5. Tolstoy, 


. Lukanan, 


. English Bay 
. Tolstoy, Lukanan ¢ 


5. LZoltoy 
. Tolstoy, 


. English Bay and 


: Felisue: 
2. Zoltoy, 


. Zoltoy and Ketovy .... 
. English and Southwest 


Bay Ss. 


‘ Tolstoy and Zoltoy .- es 
. Eis lfway PON tes See 
. Northeast Point ......- 
. English Bay and Middle 


Le i) es ae Ae Ae et 


Zoltoy, and 
_ Laisa We ede eee 


“vill BE ee a Se 
Lukanan, and 
LOoltoyienee = seeaceeee 
Ketovy, and 
VAMUONE Be oso one 


. Northeast Point ....--- 
. Tolstoy, Lukanan 


and 
ZLOMOV sone eee eee 


ZOltOy, 253 Aes ser ee 


4, HOMOVsecaee Se sone ee 
. LZoltoy 
. Zoltoy 
~ Middiegeile = = 32. 525= 
evi (Leaner ee 
. Tolstoy 
. Middle Hill 
. Southwest Bay-.-..--.- -- 
WOOP ee. ca taonl. aoe 


. Northeast Point.--=:-- 
5. Southwest Bay---..~--- 
. Enelish 


Bay and Mid- 


lenis see eee 


. Reef and Zoltoy-.--.--- 
. Middle 


Hill and Tol- 


SlONges eee ee 


J Halfway Pomite<-<.-'- 
. LZoltoy 
. Northeast Point....-- - 
. Southwest Bay.-...-.--- 
. English Bay 


and Mid- 
die Hill -- a Sseeee ee 
and Ketovy ---- 
Middle Hill, 
and Zoltovese-seeeee 


dleiEiillss 2. ee 


: = uliw ay Point Pa ee 


Ke tovy, 
Lawkananr Ss. seeee—- 
Ketovy, 
Leanne seeee eee 


13. Southwest Bay-------- 


. English Bay 


and 
dle Hill. fe ewcitenee 


1, 129 


3, 447 
1, 890 
1,118 
6, 371 


82, 386 


1,928 
2,700 


2,508 
4, 037 


ae 


July 


Jan 
May 


June 


RELATING TO ST. PAUL 


. Zoltoy and Lukanan -. 


17. English Bay and Mid- 


. LZoltoy, 


. Halfway Point 
. Reef and Zoltoy 
. Southwest Bay. 
. Tolstoy and Middle Hill 
2. Reef and Zoltoy..----- 
. Halfway Point-.---.--- 
[. Southwest Bay.-..-.--- 
. Tolstoy and Lukanan. . 
. Reef and Zoltoy 


. Reef and Zoltoy 
. Middle Hill and Eng- 


. Northeast Point 
. Tolstoy and Lukanan. - 
. English Bay and Middle 


de Hill 


AO MOR ees 


Ketovy, and 
IDI Hohe eae esas an 


. Southwest Bay-------- 


. Zoltoy 


. Northeast Point...---. 
. Southwest Bay 
. Tolstoy and Southwest 


Baers Ses eee 


7 


. Southwest Bay -- Bee 
. Tolstoy, Middle Hill, 
and English Bay ---.- 


. Halfway Pointand Luk- 


anan 


ish" Bayless. kes 


. Zoltoy and Lukanan -. 
. Southwest and English 


Bays 


. Tolstoy, Lukanan, and 


Zolto 


29. Middle Hill and Zoltoy 
30, Lukanan and Zoltoy -. 
30. Northeast Point. .----. 
2. Halfway Point -....... 

3. Southwest Bay........ 

ZPOOigee st. 4552 se Sh Sek 

21. Halfway Point and 
RGIS Lorne Sy ee Pen ee 

27. Southwest Bay and 
IGG eae emessseteee - 

3. Reehy sae smecr aero: 

5. Southwest Bay and 

MolstOyi ano ose eee 


. Halfway 


. English Bay 


Point and 
Reef 


. Southwest Bay 
Halfway Point 
. Middle Hilland Zoltoy 
. Reef and Zoltoy..---.- 
. Tolstoy and Halfway 
Point 


. Southwest Bay-.-.-..--... 


. English Bay and Reef. 


TT, 798 


ISLAND. 
188 2—Continued. 
OSG ee Ato: wee A OUGO Ns om aaa tein srois.0'5 = os 
Hid A OULON; ca cates eo stone 
1,719 | Nov. 17. Tolstoy and Middle 
874. 1c TU es re aired te Soe 
923 SOMMBOUSTOW ne ate at Soe see 
I DYEX GP) ate coated Ry SKEY ty an pare ng EA 
1, 276 Te NGCk asa yaa sc a tes cae 
724 
204. 
1883. 
19 {| July 4. Middle Hilland Tolstoy 
227 5. Reef, Zoltoy and Luka- 
NAD eee Le etree 
590 6. Middle Hill and Zoltoy 
352 7. Zoltoy and Lukanan .-. 
175 9. Northeast Point ....... 
209 FS Middileseuil sae aes a= 
196 10. Middle Hill, Tolstoy, 
351 andsZolitoyaese sees == 
252 12. Lukanan and Halfway 
490 IBoimte sae eee aca 
434. 13. Southwest Bay-:-....-- 
341 14. Middle Hilland Tolstoy 
417 16. Middle Hill and Eng- 
lniShyBayease aes cn ese 
734 17. Halfway Point and Zol- 
WOYsS a seepey ets aya oe eee 
904 18. Southwest Bay..-.--.-- 
955 19. Middle Hill, Lukanan 
EnaGl YANO Sone 5 aS ee 
1, 401 19. Middle Hill, Lukanan 
3, 279 andeZoltoy, 95-146. 
Wyte abe UR YAOI ans beens oes eects 
LO SZOlb OW Seen 2 eae a 
1, 428 20} ZOlGO Vath seihe arse = 
SOOM SOD elise ZOO vermis eles meee eer 
IO AO vila oae see ee 
IMGOSmWNONGn Ose CCt Sas em ese arse 
26 RECT des. ten ge 2k: 
1, 607 Dio sholstoysnctete ate h eee 
Dive DOCH La NG Oh aoa s ace eth ae ee 
I, LOH TOPCO ja5e 2 eetae eee 
5, 012 
1, 699 
2, 151 
1ss2. 
161 | June 18. Halfway Point and 
Webowiyse aoessecse se 
187 19. English Bay and Tol- 
SUGY #25 soe ese sek = 
427 20. Southwest Bay....-.--- 
317 21. Zoltoy and Reef..---..- 
21. Northeast Point..---..- 
767 23. Halfway Point and 
OlUON IRE As 2 3/2 Sees 
1, 238 24. Lukanan Reef and Zol- 
“ 426 LOW Piet eee feet sees 
25. Southwest Bay..-.-..-.. 
1, 856 26. English Bay and Mid- 
864 GiGyD Shiller eee eee ae 
741 27. Zoltoy, Reef, and Ke- 
; LOWViriam a-53)2 eicteey at. f= 
BYE 28. Tolstoy, Middle Hil, 
1, 421 and Lukanan.-..-.--- 
1, 266 28. Northeast Point....-... 


123 


251 
103 


161 
8038 
865 
398 


1, 494 
2, 346 


1, 755 
935 
5, 066 


1, 161 
1, 923 
1, 657 
2, 440 


2,126 


59, 258 


124 TESTIMONY 
1884—\ Continued. ; 
June 30. Halfway Point and July 15. Southwest Bay-...-.-.--. 2, 049 
LOWOY soe. Seem see , 662 16. English Bay and Mid- 
July 1. Tolstoy, Zoltoy, and Gli, ISHN S588 Sco - 1, 523 
Iouksaman’s sss eer 1, 824 17. Lukanan and Zoltoy.. 1, 7/7 
2. English Bay and Mid- 18. English Bay and Mid- 
Gig) Ishi Se sees od5de 1, 884 alley 1s eames See 1, 866 
3. Southwest Bay and 18. Northeast Point...-... 5, 089 
ZL. OWOVse eee e eee 15050 19. Middle Hill, Lukanan, 
4. Middle Hill, Tolstoy, and) Zoltoye=se=a oe 2, 527 
and Lukanan ......- , 12 21. English Bay, Zoltoy, 
5. Reef, Zoltoy, and Ke- and Ketovy 2222-422 1, 907 
VONAGE SeBG a aan aa5e 249") Auios se Zolto yess ea eaeeee 229 
5. Northeast Point....--- ay (ED) 5 ZOO, cabs seers 89 
7. Halfway Point --...-.-- 1, 934 LOS ZiOULOY: a24 hae = sage eee 65 
8. Reef, Zoltoy, and Ke- 19: ZOltoy, seen eee 84 
LON ese ee seen 2, 067 26: -ZOltO Yes ae o -eee eas 57 
9. Southwest Bay--.--.... 1966) 2 Oct. 02 Zollovase-e- = eee oe 53 
9. Northeast Point. .-.----. 30030 | Noval Oe Tolstoyieee: sos-eeeonee 115 
10. English Bay and Mid- Ze LOIStOY eae seve eee 108 
dle meee rae D915 Dec. ZOlLOy ae eee 487 
12. Middle Hill, Lukanan, ASR et 22 24 5- fee eee 489 
and: Zolioyeeese eee 3, 072 
14. Halfway Point and 84, 733 
HOMO = = sere Se eae 2, 515 
1885. 

May 19. Sea Lion Rock ..-..... 127 | July 8. Lukanan and Ketovy.. 2,548 
Zilysea Wionv Rock 22242. 4. 41 Oe Maddileseinlle =a , 292 
Zi PHO OVa 22 22 oe-= soe 136 10. Halfway Point -.------ 2, 302 

VuNe powmNeet,) a= atin aes oe 48 10. Northeast Point -.---.- 3, 916 

GpKeetien ssh ar. eee see 73 13. Southwest Bay ....---- 2, 132 
11. Reef and Zoltoy -----. 125 14. English Bay and Middle 
15. Middle Hill and Tolstoy 587 Hal Fe Fike Dap: 2, 692 
15. Halfway Point .-.---.. 741 IW VANE, Co oea aces cose 2, 138 
16. Reef and Lukanan ---. 971 16. Halfway Point and 
17. Southwest Bay----..-- 1, 700 LukananJ2s.2 223552 2, 187 
18. English Bay and Mid- 17. Zoltoy: 228 eee see 2, 201 
UEKI 3252 she ee ae 617 18. Reef and Middle Hill - 1, 552 
19. Halfway Point and 18. Northeast Point -.---... 4, 160 
iiuikanans- -2eeeoss- 1, 307 20. Southwest Bay ..-- ---- 1, 590 
20. Reef and Zoltoy....--- 986 21. Middle Hilland English 
22. ery and Lukanan .. 789 Baykd eee ae erases 2, 720 
23. Halfway Point and Zol- 22. Zoltoy, Reef, and Luka- 
OY Pe se eaters = aoe 1, 142 NAT Etec see aS 2, 739 
24. Southwest and English 23. Zoltoy and Middle Hill 1, 603 
DAVSieaee oleae eee 1, 733 23. Northeast Point .----.- 2, 620 
25. Lukanan, Reef, and 24, Halfway Point and 
HAO Mesa ec aeera ee 1, 679 Mid diewEny Sa eeee 2, 495 
26. Halfway Point. .-..-..- 1, 372 25. Middle Hill, Lukanan, 
27. Lukanan, Zoltoy, and and Zoltoy.--.-----:- 2, 212 
NeeI  F5Ub etal sayets 1, 328 27. Zoltoy and Ketovy ---- 983 
27. Northeast Point ...-... A OT) | PAM S.0Z0lboy sass eee 147 
29. Southwest Bay .-..-.--.. 1, 602 12 Zoltoy 2 225222 eee 178 
30. English Bay and Middle PALS VAOMONS Gossm cmos ene coe 176 
Fills cea ee 268 Sept. 5..Zoltoyes- 2 sees eee 44 
July 1. Zoltoy and Lukanan .. 1.482 | Oct. 26. Zoltoy-22s2--.22 see ene 53 
2. Middle Hilland English Noy. 9. English Bay and Middle 
Baye. 202s eka 1, 456 Hill 22252 oeeee 330 
3. Halfway Point and Zol- 21... Reet. 2.2 oee eee ee 144 
OY +2 aa Pee ete 2.132)\| Dec.” “4Reet scene. eee eae 383 
4, Lukanan and Zoltoy -. 976 17, Becks 35.2 near: | 701 
4. Northeast Point ....... 4,152 
6. Southwest Bay...--.-. Ita ks 85, 395 
7. English Bay and Middle 
AU eee Sek. 2, 663 


Jan. 


May 1 


June 4, 
. Southwest 


. Sea Lion Rock 
. Southwest Bay.--. ---- 
. Southwest 


. Halfway 


. Reef 


. Tolstoy 
. Southwest Bay.-.----.-- 
. Reef and Zoltoy.----.-.- 
. Halfway Point 
. Tolstoy 


. Halfway Point 
4. Reef and Zoltoy-..---- 
. Northeast Point -.---..-. 
. English Bay and Tol- 


. Southwest Bay 


28. 
29, 
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Bay and 
Reef ....-.---------- 


Tolstoy 


. Halfway Point .------- 
. Reef and Zoltoy------- 
. Tolstoy 
. Lukanan and Reef --.- 
. Southwest Bay-------- 
. English Bay and Tol- 


stoy 


. Halfway Point --..-.--- 
. Reef and Zoltoy 
. Tolstoy 


and Middle 
EL aero cere ee ey 


. Northeast Point....-.- 
. Southwest Bay--..-.--- 
. English Bay and Tol- 


stoy 


. Halfway Point....---.- 
Se LOLUON, aa. e tose cere ees 
- Reef, English Bay, and 


a olstoy 


. Northeast Point...-..- 
. Southwest Bay....--.- 
. English Bay and Zol- 


UO) eee ae oa 


Point , and 
enikenrtanee eee 


. English Bay and Tol- 


stoy 


. Southwest Bay....-.-- 
. Reef and Zoltoy......- 
. Northeast Point. .-.--- 
. English Bay and TYol- 


stoy 


and Southwest 


and English 


Bay 


. Southwest Bayvee reas 
. Reef and Zoltoy.=-- =. - 
2. English Bay and Luka- 


Nhe Se ois 6 


stoy 


Wiesteeomtessseeesee 
Zoltoy and Lukanan .. 
Tolstoy and Midlle Hill 


856 
1, 259 
4, 544 


1, 161 
942 


LS Siz 


275 
419 
314 
501 
407 
526 
750 


765 
523 
1, 641 


1, 004 
1, 314 
1, 165 
4, 891 


1, 961 
1, 180 


2, 964 
1, 895 


June 
July 
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I, Max Heilbronner, Secretary of the Alaska Commercial Company of 
San Francisco, solemnly swear that the foregoing “seal-skin record of 
St. Paul Island, Alaska, 1871 to 1889,” is formulated and compiled 
from the books of said company kept on said island, now in my cus- 
tody, and is correct and true, according to my best knowledge and beiief. 


Max HEILBRONNER, 
Secretary Alaska Commercial Company. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of May, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | 


CLEMENT BENNETT, 


Notary Public. 


* Killed for food. The seals killed for food from July 31, 1889, to May 21, 1890, 
inclusive, do not appear in the records of the Alaska Commercial Company, Lut are 
compiled from the official report of the Treasury agent in charge.—M. H, 
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Deposition of Aggie Kushin, assistant priest on St. Paul Island, and em- 
ployé of lessees. 


MANAGEMENT, HABITS 


ALASKA, U.S. A., 
St. Paul Island, Pribilof Group, ss: 


Aggie Kushin, pene duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Simshoe, Kurile Islands, and am 37 years of age. I 
came to St. Paul Island in 1867 and have resided here 
ever since. I can read and write in the Russian and Aleut languages, 
and am able to interpret the one into the other; and I understand the 
English language fairly well. At present and for several years past 
I am assistant priest in the Greek Catholic Church. My occupation 
on the island is that of native sealer, and I have been such since 1870. 
I have a thorough knowledge of the taking of fur 
send rogkeries from seals for skins in all its details as it has been done on 
St. Paul Island since 1870. From 1870 to about 1884 
the seal rookeries were always filled out to their limits, and sometimes 
beyond them. 

About 1885 a decrease was observed, and that decrease has become 
more marked every year from 1885 to the present time. 
I never saw many sealing schooners before 1884, but 
they have been coming more and more every year since, and I notice 
that as the schooners multiply in the sea the seals decrease on the 
rookeries. I do not mean to say that the seals were injured because a 
few were killed on the rookeries, when men from schooners landed on 
the islands in the night or when the fog was very thick, for the num- 
bers killed in that way never amounted ‘to much, as it 
is not often the raiders can land on a rookery and es- 
cape with their plunder. When, in 1886, we all saw the decrease of seals 
upon the hauling grounds and rookeries, we asked each other what was 
the cause of it, but when we learned that white men were shooting 
seals in the water with guns we knew what was the matter; we knew 
‘that if they killed seals in the water that they must be nearly all 
females that were going out to feed, for the males stay on the islands 
until they get ready to go away in the fall or winter. It was among 

the cows we first noticed the decrease, and as we never 

eo? BO! Killed on ki] the cows on the islands, we knew they must be 

killing them in the water. We noticed idle vigorous 

bulls on the breeding rookeries, because of the scarcity of cows, and I 

have noticed that the cows have decreased steadily every year since 
1886, but more particularly so in 1888, 1889, 1880, and 1891. 

There was a great number of dead pups upon the rookeries last year, 
whose mothers, I believe, were killed at sea by sealing 
schooners and I do not expect to see many cows this 
year. I never saw a dead grown seal on the island during my twenty- 
five years’ residence here, except odd ones that had been killed in 
fighting for places on the rookeries. 

I never heard any of the old men who have lived here for fifty years 

hie _ before my time speak of such a thing as sickness or 
sane CREA Tel death among the seals. We eat the flesh of the seal 

and it constitutes the meat supply of the natives, and 
seals from two to five years old have been killed by them for food every 
week during their stay on the land ever since the islands were peopled, 
and no one has yet found a diseased seal either young or old. 


Experience. 


Decrease since 1885. 


Raids. 


Dead pups. 
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f have been told that there are persons who claim we are not careful 
in driving seals and that we kill them regardless of sex. 
These statements are not true. Ihave taken my turn 
at driving seals from the hauling to the killing grounds every year 
since 1870 and I know the driving i is very carefully done. When I first 
came here seals used to be driven from Half way Point tothe village, a 
distance of about six miles; and from Zapadnie to the village a distance 
of nearly fivemiles. Wet, or very damp, cool weather was chosen for 
such drives, and westarted the drive at about six o’clock at night and 
driving all night reached the village at from six to eight o’clock 1ext 
morning. 

Half a mile in one hour was about the rate of speed on such drives 
in favorable weather and [ do not know of any drives of over two miles 
where we ever went at a greater speed. 

All long drives were stopped in 1879 when the Alaska Commercial 
Company 1 made a killing ground and built a salt house 
within two miles of Haltwa ay Point; and madea killing 
ground within a mile of Zapadnie. Since these changes were made no 
seals have been driven on St. Paul Island over two miles to a killing 
ground. 

The seals are never driven at a greater speed than one mile in three 
hours; and the men who do the driving e have to relieve each other on 
the road because they travel so slowly they ¢ get very cold. 

Ina very large drive a small seal may be smothered, but that does not 
injure the skin, which 1s taken and salted and counted ele Le 
to the lessees; and the greatest number I ever saw die ,,3°s Med in driv: 
on the drive was twenty out of a drive of about nine ~ 
thousand seals, and the twenty skins were good and were accepted 
as ‘ first-class.” The bull seal arrives at the island 
early in May, and takes his place on the breeding 
rookery, and he stays there until August or September without food. 
About the middle of May the young males begin to haul 
out but are driven off by the bulls who w vould tear 
them to pieces if they went on the breeding rookeries. Consequently 
the bachelors haul out by themselves and. are easily surrounded and 
driven into the killing ground without distu:bing the breeding rookery. 

The cows begin to. haul out in June and take their places on the 
breeding rookeries beside the bulls, where the young | 
pups are born, in from one to three days after the ar- “°** 
rival of the cows. 

When the cow goes into the sea for food her stay there becomes longer 
and longer as the season advances, until at times she 
will be away for three or four days at a time. 

The pups when first born can not swim, and will 
divown if they are put into water. 

I have seen many pups drowned when washed off the edge of the 
rookery by the surf. They do not go into the water 
until they are six or eight weeks old and then they will 
keep in shallow water and close to the shore for several days more. 

They seem to like to stay on land until late in the season. Every 
native knows a female seal at sight, and, as the law against killing a 
female is strict and so rigidly enforced, and as the 
clubbers are the most experienced and most careful 
men on the island, it is very seldom that any female 
seal is clubbed. Our people have great respect for law and are always 
ieady to obey any rules laid down by the proper authority, and they 

2716—voL. 
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have been raised in the firm belief that it is wrong to kill a cow seal. 
No one knows better than the natives that our prosperity is in the pro- 
tection of the seals. They are our food supply, and our earnings from 
taking the skins enable us to live comfortably. Should the Company 
desire us to kill female seals, every native in the village would be inter- 
ested in having the Government officer know it. The instructions we 
have always received from the Company was to be careful in driving 
and to never kill a female seal. 

During the month of August the families break up and the seals 
seatter around, and some of the cows mingle with the young males and 
are driven along with them when we make a drive for food, and some- 
times one or two are killed accidentally. It is so seldom that this oc- 
curs, I do not think that there has been more than about ten cows per 
year killed on St. Paul Island since 1870. 

The skins taken from seals killed for food are salted and counted to 
_the lessees on the quota of the following year, so that nothing may be 
wasted. When we were allowed to kill pups in November for food and 
clothing, we always picked. out the males, because we were not allowed 
to kill female pups, and now we are not allowed to kill any pups at all. 
When the seals leave the island they go to the south- 
ward, and when they come back in the spring they 
come from that direction. The bulls begin to leave the island about 
the middle of August, and most of them are gone by the middle ot 
September. The cows and bachelors leave in November and the pups 
follow or go with the cows. When the weather is good a number of 
seals will cling to the beach or remain in the water around the rookeries 
until December and sometimes until late in January. I have noticed 
more and more dead pups on the rookeries every year 
since 1888, and in 1891 they were so close together in 
places I could not step among them without stepping on a dead pup. 
I saw many of them cut open aiid examined by the doctor (Dr. Ack- 
erly) and their stomachs were empty. All of the dead pups were poor 
and thin and starved. 

I believe they all died of starvation, because their mothers had been 
shot at sea when they went out to feed. I never saw a full fat pup or 

one who had a mother to feed him dead, except a few 
Cow will suckle that were drowned in the surf. No cow will suckle any 
only her own pup. : 1 
pup but her own, and I have often watched a cow driy- 
ing pups from her until she found her own. She knows her pup by 
smelling it. 


Migration. 


Dead pups. 


There are not one-fourth as many seals now as there 
were in 1882, and our people are very much alarmed 
to know what is to become of them after the seals are killed off. If 
the seals decrease as fast as they have during the past 
five or six years there will be none left in a very short 
time for us to live upon. 


Decrease. 


Effect on natives. 


AGGEI KUSHEN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to adminis- 
ter oaths, under section 1976, Revised Statutes of the United States, 
on this the 6th day of June, 1892, at St. Paul Island, Alaska. 

; Wm. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury agent in charge of seal islands, 


a 
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Deposition of Jacob Kotchooten, native sealer on St. Paul Island. 
HABITS—PELAGIC SEALING—MANAGEMENT. 


ALASKA, U.S. A,, 
St. Paul Island, Pribilof Group, ss: 


Jacob Kotchooten, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a na- 
tive of St. Paul Tsland, Alaska, and I am 40 years of age. IT am a 
native sealer, and have worked among seals on St. Paul 
Island all my life, and I remember when I was first 
rated a man, some twenty-three years ago; it was when Kerrick Buterin 

was chief, and he used to follow us up when we went to drive se: als, and 
tell us to walk along as slow as we could, so as not to tire the seals or 
worry them in any way. 

When we used to kill 85,000 seals in two months we 
had to work hard, and we had to £0 outab might’ to 5 PeA)s wot over: 
drive, so that the seals should not be hurried, nor 
driven in the daytime when it was warm. In those days seals were 
driven from Halfway Point to the village, when the and was wet, 
a distance of about 6 miles, and we used to start the drive at 6 o clock 
at night, and get into the village between 6 and 7 o’clock next morning. 

In 1879 the Alaska Commercial Company built a salt 
house about.2 miles from Halfway Point, and after that 
the seals were never driven more than 2 > miles. Drives used to be brought 
from Zapadnie to the village, a distance of about 5 miles, until, in 1879, 
the Alaska Commercial Company made a killing ground within a mile 
of the rookery, and had the skins taken across the bay in boats to the 
village salt house. 

For the past thirteen years no seals have been driven a greater dis- 
tance than about 2 miles, and most of the drives are not over 1 mile. 
The drives are always made by our own people, under __,, 

; oe 5 arate ce q ; f rives made by na- 
the direction of the chiets. None of our people ever tives. 
knew of any sickness among the seals and pups, and _No sickness among 
their flesh has always been our meat food. bag seets. 

But very few dead pups were ever seen on the rookeries until the seal- 
ing schooners began to come in the water around the 
island, and they have increased more and more since 
1888. In 1891 there was a great many that were thin and poor, and 
they would crawl down to the water and make a noise for their moth- 
ers until they died, and when some of them were cut open they had no 
milk in their stomachs. 

When the cows first come to the islands they go on the breeding 
rookeries and remain there through June and July, 
excepting while they go out to sea to feed, and this is | Habits of the fo- 
why very few cows are ever found in the drives made 
in those two months while we are killing forskins. In August the fam- 
ilies are broken up on the rookeries and the cows scatter and mix up 
with the young males, and when we drive for food there 
are a few cows in every drive, but as it is unlawful to ,No, femiles killed 
kill a cow seal on the islands we are careful that none = 
is killed. 

Our people are very careful about that, and if one is killed by acci- 
dent they do not like it, and the chiefs report us to the Government 
ofticer. ‘The most of the bulls leave the island in Sep- 
tember, and the cows in the last of October, and early 
in } November, and the pups leave in November; sometimes when the 


Experience. 


Drive shortened. 


Dead pups. 


Migration, 
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weather is warm a few seals remain until January at Northeast Point 
and on ‘Sea Lion Rock.” 

In 1890 we killed seals at both places late in January, and we seen 
seals on Sea Lion Rock in January, 1892. I have noticed that the 
seals go off south as soon as the beach becomes icy, and when the is. 

eee land is surrounded by drift-ice the seals disappear 
oubtful where 
seals go. entirely. I do not know where the seals go to when 
ORCL CRG ae aUDeY leave the island, but I do think they come back 
i : to the same rookery ‘every year. 

Ten or twelve years ago the rookeries and sea were full of seals, but 
now there is not a great many; we used to kill 85,000 
in less than two month’s time on St. Paul Island, and 
our people earned plomuy, of money to buy everything they wanted, and 
in the winter we killed 2,000 or 3,000 male pups for food and clothing. 
Now we are not allowed to kill’ any more pups, and only 7,500 male 
seals for food, and our people are very much worried to know what is 
to become of themselves and children. 


Great decrease. 


JACOB KOTCHOOTEN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to adminis- 
ter oaths under section 1976, Revised Statutes of the United States, 
this Sth day of June, 1892, at St. Paul Island, Alaska. 

Win. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury agent in charge of seal islands. 


Depositionof Nicoli Krukoff, native employé of lessees, on St. Paul Island 
PELAGIC SEALING, HABITS, AND MANAGEMENT. 


ATGASICA, U.S: 2A., 
St Paul Island, Pribilof Group, ss: 

Nicoli Krukoff, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 45 years 
of age and was born at Sitka, Alaska. “1 can read and speak the 
Russian, Aleut, and English languages. I came to St. Paul Island 
in 1869, and have been here ever since, constantly employed among the 
fur seals, and I have had daily experience in all the 
branches of the business, from driving the seals to pre- 
paring the skins for shipment, and I am at present the second chief on 
St. Paul Island, to which position I was appointed in 1891. JI remem- 
ber the iirst time I noticed a decrease of seals on the rookeries, about 

seven or eight years ago, and the seals have become 
Decrease began faves every year since. We used to kill 85,000 seals 
seven or eight years 
ago. 1 St. Paul Island in less than sixty days’ time until 
1890, when they became so few we could not take more 
than about one-fourth of that number in the same length of time. 

I never saw but a few dead pups on the rookeries until the schooners 
came into the sea and shot the cows when they went 
out to feed and then the dead pups began to in- 
crease on therookeries. I heve often cut open dead pups and examined 
their stomachs, and found them empty, and the pups looked as if they 
had been starved to death. There were more dead pups in 1891 than 
ever before, and they were all starved to death. When we used to kill 
pups for food and clothing in November, I often examined them, and 
always found plenty of milk in their stomachs, 


Experience. 


Dead pups. 
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T never saw or heard tell of a sick seal and although 
we have always eaten the flesh of the fur seal we have 
never found one that’ was diseased in any way. 

The seals came to the islands in the spring and they come from the 
south through the passes of the Aleutian islands. The 
bulls come first in May, then the oldest of the bach- 
elors, and they keep coming till July, and they haul out 
by themselves on the hauling grounds; and the bulls 
and cows go together on the breeding rookeries. If the bachelors went 
on the br ecding rookeries the bulls would kill them. 

The cows begi in to haul out in June and they are all on the rookeries 
about the middle of July, and the pups are born soon 
after the cows reach the rookeries. As soon as the 
pups are a few days old the cows go into the sea to 
teed and they stay out a little longer every time they 
go until they will be away for a week at atime. The pups are help- 
less when born, and they can not swim; and they would 
drown if put into water,and I have seen them drown 
when swept off by the surf in bad weather. They do not eat or drink 
anything except the milk they get from the cows. No 
cow will suckle any pup but her own. I think the [0% Suekles only 
bachelors do not eat from the time they arrive till they 
go away, and I think so because the seals killed in May and early June 
are fat and have plenty of food in their stomachs, while 
those killed later than June are poor and their stomachs ,,22cheors do not 
are empty, and they get poorer and poorer until they ; 
go off in November. 

The driving is all done by our own people under direction of the chiefs 
and we never drive faster than about half a milein one 
hour. We very seldom drive twice from one rookery 
in one week and very few cows get into a drive before the middle of 
August. 

Later in the season, when we are driving seals for food, a few cows 
get into the drives, but we are careful that they do not get hurt; we 
all knoaw it is forbidden to kill a female seal at any time and we do not 
want to have them killed and none are killed except 
by accident. I never saw a seal killed by overdriv- jip? neha 
ing or by overheating; odd ones do die on the drives 
by smothering, but their skins are taken by the company and are 
counted in with the others. We used to kill pups for food in November 
and then we had to examine the sex and kill none but males. The Govy- 
ernment has forbidden us to kill any more pups and 
we get other meat instead. All our people know the 
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seals are getting scarcer every year and we think it is 
because of the “schooners coming in and shooting the 

Decrease, 
cows in the sea. Sometimes they try to land on the 
rookeries, but we drive them off with guns and they as 


-hever get many seals that way. We earn very little 
wages now, and weexpect the Government to keep us 
in food and clothing. Unless the schooners are stopped ,Pitect of decrease 
the seals will all be gone soon and then Ido not know x 

what my people can do for a living; they know nothing of other work 
and there is nothing else at the seal islands. 


NIcoLi KRUKOFF. 
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Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to admin- 
ister oaths under section 1976, Revised Statutes of the United States, 
this 8th day of June, 1892, at St. Paul Island, Alaska. 

Wo. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury Agent in Charge of Seal Islands. 


Deposition of H. W. McIntyre, chief mechanic and resident agent of lessees, 
on St. Paul Island. 


MANAGEMENT, 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Tehama, ss: 

H. W. McIntyre, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
an American citizen, a native of the State of Vermont; my age is 57 
years; Lam a resident of Vina, Tehama County, California, and by oc- 
cup: ition General Man: iver of Senator Leland Stanford’s Vina ranch and 
Palo Alto Vineyard. In the year 1871 I entered the service of the 
Alaska Commercial Company, and was assigned to duty at the Pribilof 
group of islands in Bering Se: a, first in the capacity of chief mechanic 
and later as resident Agent i in charge of the island of St. Paul. 

I left San Francisco for Alaska early in April of 1871, and arrived at 
St. Paul Island about the beginning of May the same 
year, on which island I resided continuously until the 
close of the sealing season of the year 1881, leavingthere in the month 
of August, except that I was absent on le ty e during ra portion of the 
winter season in 1874,1877, and 1880, During theperiod of my residence 
I visited the islands of St. George, Unal: ska, and other principal sta- 
tions of the Alaska Commercial C lompany in Bering Sea and the North 
Pacific, and obtained through observation and from information very 
accurate knowledge of the fur seals andtheir habits while upon or near 
the islands which constitute their breeding place. 

Under personal instruction from the late Senator John F. Miller, 

then president of the Alaska Commercial Company, I 
st tea eaten °F commenced shortly after my arrival upon the Island a 

series of observations in order to determine as nearly 
as practicable the area of ground occupied by the seals, and incident- 
ally their number, approximately, during the season of 1871 for the 
purpose of noting the changes which might oceur from year to year. 
To this end, in the year 1871, I carefully noted the position of the seals 
on breeding rookeries and upon the several hauling grounds where old, 
young, and middle-aged seals were congregated, and by definitely 
marking the points reached was enabled, after the animals had migrated 
in the autumn, to carry forward a survey of the Island as a whole, and 
on the plat or map resulting from said survey was designated accurately 
the ground occupied by the seals. 

The work of survey was carried on as rapidly as possible, and I was 
enabled from the observations so made to make a chart or map having 
upon it bearings and distanees, the whole of which were verified by 
Lieut. Washburn Maynard, of the U.S. Navy, slight differences in our 
measurements and observations only being noted. 

Owing to the fact that President Miller took occasion to impress upon 
me thenecessity of exercising the greatest care in complying strictly with 
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all the requirements of the lease, and that careful attention to the pres- 
ervation of the seal life should under all circumstances be regarded as 
of first importance, and to this end the most careful study of the habits 
of the animals should be made at the outset, and continued from year 
to year in order to determine what effect the killing of a definite number 
might have upon the seals as to increase or diminution—lL took more 
than ordinary care in noting the area of ground occupied each year by 
the different classes of seals, and it was evident that Sea gas Sites 
during the years 1871 to 1881 inclusive there was @ from 1871 to 1881. 
steady increase in seals of all kinds. 

As my observations extended over a period of time sufficient for the 
erowth and full development of individuals | was enabled to determine 
with a greater degree of accuracy the effect of the operations of the Com- 
pany generally, as well as to follow specifically to result, various mat- 
ters of detail, all of which were based upon the experience and methods 
of the Russian American Company as practically known to Captain Nie- — 
baum, General Manager of the business of the Lessees, and to the Chiefs 
and other permanent residents of the Islands. 

Grounds occupied by the seals as “breeding rookeries” or “ hauling 
grounds” are filled with a degree of uniformity each year; hence the 
area occupied is a very sure criterion in estimating numbers, whether 
of “ bulls,” or females with their young, or young males, or of mixed 
young (yearlings) of both sexes, and the fact of there being a constant 
increase as above mentioned was fully established by the constant en- 
largement, year after year, of the space so filled. 

The fur seals of Alaska are bred and born on the Islands of the Pribi- 
lof group in Bering Sea, where they find combined the Pet Wikee Zelon talkie 
conditions requisite to their existence, of isolation, home of the Alaskan 
climate, and proximity to food supply. eae 

The seals are polygamous in their habits as to breeding, and each 
full grown and vigorous male animal endeavors to 
gather around himself the largest possible number of 
females, and to appropriate and hold by force the space necessary for 
them and their young. Accordingly, when the males 
return to the Islands, beginning in May of each year , Bulls are polyga- 
(in favorable seasons some may be seen in April), the 
most desirable locations on the breeding grounds are appropriated by 
the strongest and most vigorous males, while the weaker or half grown, 
or young, are forced to take places more remote from well defined cen- 
ters of population. 

In June the females driven by the near approach of maternity arrive, 

and on landing are forced by the nearest male to remain 
near himself as long as possible, but as the space he can ,,Pormation of ha: 
hold is limited and soon filled, his neighbors attempt to fi 
steal from his harem, which vives rise to fierce contests, in which, not in- 
frequently, the femaleis the victim and is maimed or killed, and the young 
(pups), perhaps just born, are trampled and crushed; hence it is evident 
thatasuperabundance of males on the breeding grounds — .. 
. ’ . aaa é us F Superabundance of 
is not desirable, and itis also evident that an intelligent mates on breeding 
and carefully applied system of killing males only must STeundsnetdesirable. 
result favorably to seal life, by preventing overcrowding, and thus 
removing the cause of a constant warfare which could not fail of being 
fatal to vast numbers of females and young of both sexes. 

To myself, as having the interest ot my employer at heart, the health- 
ful condition of the “ rookeries” and their constant expansion was a 
source of gratification in all respects, and especially as in full evidence 
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that the business was conducted on correct principles. Of this I am 
fully convinced, and were I to have occasion to assume control of the 
seal interest (outside destruction being prevented), I 
mandicious manage- should most assuredly follow the precedent established 
y lessees. 5 5 
by the Alaska Commercial Company during the first 
ten years of its lease of the Islands. 

Within a few days after landing (it may be but a few hours or even 
minutes, as I have seen) the female gives birth to her 
young, but one being brought forth each year. The 
reported occasional birth of twins is not verified. These little ones, 
“pups,” as they are called, are comparatively helpless, 
particularly. awkward tf movement, and, unlike the 
hair seal, are unable to swim. They are nursed by the mother, who, 
after copulation has taken place, is permitted by the old male to go at 
will in quest of food. At about six weeks old the 
young gather in groups and shortly after learn to swim, 
but depend for a long period upon the mother for sustenance, hence 
her destruction must result in the death of the young through starva- 
tion. 

On the approach of inclement and wintry weather the seals migrate 
to find places where food is abundant and where the 
climatic conditions suit them best; but it is notable 
that they are governed in this solely by consideration of their own 
comfort and convenience, and not by any fixed or even approximate 
time. 

Indeed, so well are the people of the Islands aware of their habits in 
this respect that they carefully watch for the approach of ice or of se- 
vere storms from the northwest before taking their supply of seals for 
winter food. 

I have seen many seals upon the Island each month in the year, with 
a possible exception of the month of March; and I have been informed 
that, since I left the service, seals have been seen and captured on shore 
in this month also. They evidently have no fixed or 
definite “‘ hauling ground” to visit, as it would have 
been discovered long since, but as they can sleep as 
well as find food at sea, they have no occasion to land until warned by 
the reproductive instinct to return to the place of their birti—their 
home—which they do, and are often found at precisely the place oceu- 
pied during the preceding season or seasons. In evidence of this I 
have observed seals bearing unmistakable marks for identification re- 
turn to the same spot year after year. 

It was the custom each year just prior to the migration of the young 

seals to take a certain number, under supervision of 
fooling pups for the United States Treasury agent, for food of the na- 

tives during the winter, and as females were in no case 
killed, a selection of male ‘“‘pups” had to be made. This was done 
rapidly by catching each “pup” by the flipper, and upon releasing 
the animal, after examination, to send it with the males for slaughter, 
or with the females for return to the sea. On such, and on other occa- 
sions, seals were often marked, or were noted as being marked by scars 
from fighting among the males; such marks were used to obtain data 
relative to their return to the Island, and during the latter portion of my 
stay on St. Paul Island such marked animals were seen and identi- 
fied in the herd or on breeding grounds. 

These cases were sufficiently numerous to warrant my present belief 
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that if such marking had been constantly practiced extensively, as 
might easily have been done precisely as in case of a en 
band of cattle on the plains with all the young, itwould , 1dentification by 
have established their identity and completely shown ‘i 

that the seals do not find a home at any place other than that of their 
birth. 

The erection of ‘““salt houses” at suitable places for curing the seal 
skins was one of the earliest works undertaken, and 
several were erected at points convenient to the larg. ,,tmproved methods 
est “hauling grounds.” In addition to this teams sg 
were furnished and skins hauled to the salting places or, in other in- 
stances, they were taken by boats as most convenient. 

In this manner the necessity for long drives was ob- 
viated and the work made easier in ail respects. 

The polygamous habit before mentioned naturally results in forcing 
the young male seals to “haul” from the sea by themselves, which 
renders their capture less difficult, as they may be driven without dis- 
turbing the breeding seals with their young. Seals to be killed were 
usually, and as a rule, driven at night or very early in the morning 
when the grass or ground was moist with dew or during the prevalence 
of fog, and was leisurely performed under direction of experienced hunt- 
ers, hence the animals were spared the fatigue of traveling on dry 
ground at unwonted speed. 

When not being driven their movements on land are in nowise un- 
certain or distressing, and they are frequently seen journeying of their 
own volition from one “rookery” or “ hauling place” to another at 
considerable distance, especially when singly or in small groups; they 
catch on a strong wind the scent of a herd at a remote point and set 
out to join it. In connection with the work of driving the seals at fre- 
quent intervals it was of special interest to observe that they became 
less wild or timid, and consequently could be managed more easily in 
herd. 

The “ hauling grounds” nearest the “ salt houses” were, as a matter 
of course, most frequently visited by the hunters. At each time of 
driving some animals were found too large or too small, or otherwise 
undesirable, and were allowed to escape from among the “killable” herd, 
and it was the subject of frequent remark that these 
seals so frequently driven became accustomed to the 
presence of man, and evidently acquired confidence from the fact that 
they were not harmed, so far that on being separated from the herd 
they appeared unconcerned, and not worried or frightened, but would 
leisurely return to the place whence driven, and, without taking to the 
water as is their habit when frightened, would remain until, on the ar- 
rival of others in sufficient numbers, they were again driven, only to 
be released and returned as before. 

These repeated drivings did not apparently injure the animals in the 
least. Injuries through accident resulted at intervals, ia 
but most of those were slight, and recovery soon fol- ,,Requvins not in- 
lowed. That the driving of the seals as practiced, 
whether more or less frequently, did not result injuriously to the breed- 
ing, is abundantly proven by the results noted after the lapse of several 
years. 

The area of “rookeries” constantly expanding was filled with ani- 
mals evidently healthy and strong; vigorous males were in abundance, 
as shown by the increase of young, and by the fact that the number 
of barren females was not increased. Superannuated males were found 
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as usual, but during the time of my residence no unusual lack of 
health, strength, or vigor was seen among the seals of whatever class 
or age. 

During my long and constant residence I became interested in all 
matters pertaining to the welfare of the people residing upon the Is- 
lands, and have sinee, through an extensive acquaintance with Agents 
and employés of the Lessees, been constantly advised as to events trans- 
piring there from year to year. 

From statements made by such personal acquaintances and friends 
I became aware of a rapid decrease in seal life in | 
Alaska, and reports of pelagic sealing, as made public 
through the press, combined with previous personal knowledge of 
affairs as existing prior to 1882, leaves no possible doubt as to the 
cause of such decrease of seals. Pelagic sealing as practiced prior to 
the year 1882 had no apparent effect upon seal life, and even when to 
this was added the taking of a definite number year after year under 
lease from the United States Government, there was still a constant 

increase of seals observed; [ am, therefore, fully con- 
ca clasic sealing the firmed in the belief that the decrease in their numbers 
is due solely to the indiscriminate killing at sea of all 

ages, regardless of sex, as practiced since 1884. 

Thave also no doubt as to the final result of this indiscriminate 
sealing. The dense fogs which prevail over Bering Sea in summer 
render the drawing of an imaginary line of protection 
about the seal islands absolutely futile and inoperative | 
for such purpose; and unless full protection is afforded 
the animals, their extermination must follow as surely as in the case 
of the seals at the South Shetland Islands, or the buffalo on the plains 
of North America. 
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Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of May, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | R. HILDEBRANDT, 
Notary Public. 


Depositions of Anton Melovedoff, Noen Mandregin, Apollon Borudakafisky, 
Aggie Kushin, Nicoli Krukoff, J C. Redpath, C. L. Fowler, and J. 
0. S. Akerly, residents on St. Paul Island. 


DECREASE OF HERD. 


TERRITORY OF ALASKA, U.S. A., 
The Island of St Paul. 

Before me, F. H. Newcomb, a first lieutenant in the U.S. Revenue 
Marine Service, and executive officer of the U.S. Revenue steamer 
Rush, and authorized and empowered to take testimony and administer 
oaths, personally appeared Anton Melovedoff, who, being by me first 
duly sworn according to law, testified as follows, to wit: 

Q. State your age and place of residence.—A. I am thirty-six years 
of age; have resided on St. Paul Island, Alaska, for the past twenty- 
four years. 


Q. What is your occupation?—A. I am a scaler; 
eS PerEouCe formerly in the employ of the Alaska Commercial Com- 
pany, and now in the employ of the North American 

Commercial Company. 
(). Has your occupation been suchas te give you an opportunity to 
notice from year to year the condition of the rookeries and the peculiar- 
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ities of seal life?—A. Yes; I was chief for about ten years, and during 
that time had charge of the drives and have always participated in the 
_killing of the seais. 

Q. Have you noticed any perceptible difference in the number of 
seals on rookeries from one year to another?—A. Yes. 

Q. What changes have you noticed?—A. They have been getting 
less every year for about the last six years. 

Q. About how much less is the number of seals dur- 
ing the past year than they were six years ago?—A. The number of 
seals this year are about one-fourth of what they were 
Six years ago, and about one-half of what they were 
last year. 

@. In what way do you form your above opinion as to the relative 
number. of seals on the rookeries?—A. By the fact that many spaces 
on the rookeries which were formerly crowded are now not occupied at 
all. 

Q. To what do you attribute the decrease in the number of seals on 
the rookeries?—A. To the great number of cows killed 
by poachers, and consequently less pups are born on 
the rookeries. 

(@. How do you know that cows have been killed by poachers?—A. I 
have handled and seen a great number of skins captured by the Revenue 
Cutters from the poaching vessels, and there were very few male skins 
among them; also have seen among them a great number of unborn 
pups. Twice upon the rookeries [ have seen cows killed and left there 
by the poachers. 

Q. Why is it, in your opinion, that more female than male seals are 
killed by the poachers? 3ecause, first, In the pas- 
sage of the seals to the islands in the early season the 
females travel in erompe and the males scatter; sec- 
ondly, after arriving at the islands the males remain on or about the 
hauling grounds, while the females having their pups 
to nurse go out into the sea to obtain food. 

(). How do you tell the skin of a female from that of a male?-—A. 
By the nipples and general appearance. 

@. Have you ever known the lessees to take female 

‘skins?—A. No. Any employé killing a female either 17) 
intentionally or accidentally would be liable to a fine. 

@. Did you see any dead pups on the rookeries the 
past season?—A. Yes; I saw lots of them. 

(. How do they compare with the number observed in former years ?— 
A. Much greater in proportion to the number of females on the rook- 
eries than formerly. 

Q. How do you account for this?—A. I think the cows were killed 
by the poachers while away from the rookeries, and as mother seals 
nurse none but their own young, consequently the pups whose mothers 
were killed die from starvation. 
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Also Noen Mandregin, who, being duly sworn by me as hereinafter 
oo, testified as follows: 

Q. State your age and place of residence.—A. I am thirty-four years 
of age and am an ‘ative and resident of St. Paul Island, Alaska. 

Q. What is your occupation?—A,. I am a sealer, formerly in the em. 
ploy of the Alaska Commercial Company, and now in 
the employ of the North American Commercial Com- 


pany. 
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@. Did yousee an unusual number of dead pups on the rookeries this 
season?—A. Yes; I saw more dead pups this year 
than ever before. I went with Mr. J. Stanley Brown 
in August to assist him to make a survey of the rookeries and saw dead 
pups grouped in various places. 

(). Did you see dead pups on all the rookeries you visited?—A. Yes; 
but some rookeries had more than others. 

(). How do you account for so many dead pups?—A. I think their 
mothers were killed in the sea by the poachers while 
away from the islands in search of food. 

Q. Why do you think that they were killed by poachers?—A. I was 
once on board a schooner which was seized at Northeast Point and saw 
a number of female skins on board. 

(. How does the number of seals on the rookeries this year compare 
with the number four or five years ago?—A. The num- 
ber now is about one-fourth of what they were then. 

NoEN MANDREGIN. 
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We, the undersigned, natives, residents of St. Paul Island, who 
have for a number of years been engaged in the busi- 
ness of sealing on these islands having been present 
and heard the testimony of Anton Melovedoft and Noen Mandregin, 
as above given, do hereby concur substantially in their statements. 
APOLLON BORUDAKAFFSKY. 
AGGIE KUSHIN. 
NIcoLI KRUKOFF, Second Chief. 
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Also J. C. Redpath, who, having been duly sworn by me, as herein- 
after certified, testified as follows: 

QQ. State your age, place of residence, and occupation.—A. I am forty- 
seven (47) years of age and have been a resident of the 
seal islands for the past seventeen years; formerly 
local agent of the Alaska Commercial Company, now of the North 
American Commercial Company, and during that time have been 
engaged in the taking of seal. 

(.. Have you noticed any perceptible difference in the number of 
seals on the rookeries from one year to another? If so, what changes 
have you observed?—A. Within the last four or five 
years I have observed a decided decrease in the num- 
ber of seals on the rookeries. 

Q. In what proportion have the seals decreased within the time men- 
tioned?—A. As faras my judgment goes, I should say 
at least one-half. 

@. How do you account for it?—A. By the numbers, 

a principally females, that are killed in the waters by 
marauders. 

Q. How do you know that the marauders kill females principally ?— 
A. I know that the females, after giving birth to their 
young on the rookeries, frequent the open sea in search 
of food, whereas the males frequent the hauling grounds 
or waters immediately around it. At various times I 
have seen skins which were seized by the cutters from the poachers, 
and they were substantially female skins. 

Q. Have you noticed any dead pups on the rookeries this past sea- 

a te son, and in what proportion to former years?—A. 1 
is eae & have seen an unusual number of dead pups this year 
on the breeding grounds; I may say twice as many as formerly. 
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Q. How do you account for it?—A. From the fact of their mothers 
having been killed by marauders. It is a well-known 
fact that the mothers suckle none but their own pups; 
consequently the motherless die from want of nourishment. 

@. What is the general condition of a healthy pup seal receiving 
constant attention from its mother?—A. I know him to be completely 
gorged with milk and his body to be enveloped in fat. 

Q. What effect, in your opinion, does the increase in the number of 
poaching vessels in Bering Sea have upon seallife?— _ . 

A. Since the number ot sealing vessels has increased, , Uipct ot increase of 
the number of seals coming to the islands has corre- 
spondingly decreased. 
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Also C. L. Fowler, who, being duly sworn by me as hereinafter cer- 
tified, testified as follows: 

I have been a resident of the seal islands for the past ten years; 
formerly ass’t agent of the Alaska Commercial Co., 
now agent of the North American Company, and dur- 
ing that time have been engaged in the taking of seals. I have lis- 
tened to the testimony of J. C. Redpath as above and gq yuohorates Mr 
fully concur in all that he has said concerning seal life, Redpath except as to 
with the exception that the number of seals on the “T*s* 
islands this season are in my judgment not more than one-fourth of 
what they were in 1887, 
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C. L. FOWLER. 


Also J.C. 8S. Akerly, who being duly sworn by me, as hereinafter 
certified, testified as follows: 

Q. State your age, place of residence, and occupation.—A. I am thirty- 
one (31) years of age, reside in Oakland, California, and 
am physician on St. Paul Island, in the employ of the 
North American Commercial Company. 

Q. Did you see any dead pups on the rookeries this season?—A, 
Yes; my attention was called to the matter by J. Stan- 
ley Brown, who requested me to examine them with a 
view to determining the cause of their death. J examined a number 
which had apparently vecently died. Their bodies were entirely desti- 
tute of fat and no food to be found in their stomachs. After a careful 
examination, I found no evidence of disease. 

Q. What do you assign as the cause of their 
death?—A. I believe them to have died of starvation. 

Q. Why do you think they died of starvation?—A. From the fact 
that nearly all the dead on the rookery were pups, and from absence 
of all signs of disease, emaciated condition of their bodies, and ab- 
sence of food from their stomaclis. 

Jin Cs AK MD. te 3: 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this twenty-fourth day of Novem- 
ber, 1891, at Sc. Paul Island, Pribilof Group, Bering Sea. 
FRANK H. NEWCOMB, 
First Lieutenant U.S. Rk. MM. 
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Witnesves: 
MILTON BARNES. 
‘ JOUNSTONE H. QUINAN, 
Second Lieutenant U.S. R. M. 
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Deposition of Anton Melovedoff, native Alaskan, and employé of lessees on 
St. Paul Island. 


MANAGEMENT—HABITS. 


St. PAUL ISLAND, PRIBILOF GROUP, 
Alaska, U. S. A., 88: 


Anton Melovedoff, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am thirty- 
eight (38) years ofage and 1 was born on Kadiak Island, Alaska. I came 
to St. Paul Island in 1864, the first time, and in 1869 the second time. I 
have resided here since 1869 and [have been constantly employed among 
the Alaskan fur-seals in all that time. I have had a 
large and varied experience in all the details of the 
business as it has been carried on on St. Paul Island, and I have 
done service in all the departments from the work of a boy to that of 
First Chief of the Island. I can read and write the English, Russian, 
and Aleut languages and I can interpret them into one another. Ihave 
read a considerable amount of the controversies on the Seal Question 
since the seals began to decrease so rapidly on the rookeries and I have 
observed the rookeries and their daify condition since [ became First 
Chief in 1884, which office I resigned in 1891. 

In the Russian times, before 1868, the seals were always driven across 
the ae of eb Paul from North East Point to the 

a distance. of 124 miles—but when 
ba dese neag, We Vines Commune ial Company leased the islands 
under Americanman- they stopped long driving and built salt houses near 
agempnl: to the hauling erounds , So that hy 1879 no seals were 
driven more than 2 miles. 

No one ever said in those days that seals were made impotent by 
driving, although long drives had been made for at least fifty years. 
I have never known or heard tell of a time when there 
was not bulls enough and to spare on the breeding 
rookeries. I never saw a cow of 3 years old or over in August w ith. 
out a pup by her side. The only cows on a breeding rookery without 
pups are the virgin cows who have come there for the first time. I 
never went onto a rookery in the breeding season when I could not 
have counted plenty of idle vigorous bulls who had no cows. 

T have heard it said that the seals are slaughtered indiscriminately 
on the seal islands, and that the natives take no care of the seals. The 
contrary of this is true. Rules could hardly be made any more stringent 
than the rules laid down by the Government and Company Officers 
for the care and management of the seals, and no people could be more 
careful in obeying them in letter and spirit than what ours are. 

The killing of females i is a crime on St. Paul Island, and our Church 
teaches that it is a sin to kill one, and our people know that the death 
of a cow seal means one pup less for meat in years to come. Never, since 
I came here in 1869, have I known of a cow to be killed 
unless by accident, and I think there has not been 10 
cows killed out of every 85,000 seals killed every year 
from 1870 to 1889. 

When I first went on a drive I remember how the Chiefs talked to 
me about being careful of how [ went on the hauling grounds; how I 
must not disturb the breeding rookeries, and that I must walk as slow 
as I could when driving, and stop and let the seals rest occasionally. 

I believe the same instructions were given at all times by the Ciiefs 


Experience. 


Driving while un- 
der Russian manage- yjlla ge 


Plenty of bulls. 


Cows killed only by 
accident. 


a Lee ee 


ee 


nll cone 


RELATING TO ST. PAUL ISLAND. 143 


to our people, and I think they have been generally very faithfully 
obeyed. The bulls and cows being on the breeding rookeries all through 
June and July, while the killing of the bachelors for skins is taking 
place, there is no reason why a cow should be driven or killed in the 
two months named, and it is a very rare case to see a cow on the kill- 
ing grounds at this time and still rarer to have one killed. 

‘After the killing season is ended and the breeding season is over, the 
cows do mix up with the bachelors on the hauling grounds, and they 
are often driven when we make a drive of seals to kill for food, and 
sometimes one or two is clubbed by accident. With this exception 
there are no cows or females ever killed on the seal islands. 

I was First Chief from 1884 to 1891, all through the years of the de- 
crease and controversy, and it has been my duty to inspect the rookeries 
and seals from time to time and to report the condition of both to the 
Government and Company Agents. It has been my duty to thoroughly 
inform myselt of the number of male seals—bachelors—on each rookery, 
and to select the grounds to be driven from every killing day through- 
out each killing season, and I believe I never allowed the seals to be 
overdriven or the drives to be made too often. I remember seeing an 
occasional sealing schooner in Bering Sea as long ago as 1878, but 
it was in 1884 they came in large numbers s. At Fae it was supposed 
they intended to raid the rookeries, and we armed a 
number of men and kept guard every night, and we 
drove off any boats we found coming toa rookery. Sometimes in a dense 
fog or very dark night they landed and killed a few hundred seals, but 
the numbers taken in this manner are too small to be considered. 

About 1886 I noticed that the lines of former years were not filled 
with cows, and every succeeding year since then has 
shown a more marked decrease. In 1889 the bachelors — Pectease- 
were so few on the hauling grounds that the standard — peerease in weight 
weight of skins was lowered to 5 pounds, and hundreds. of skins. 
were taken at only 4 pounds in order to fill the quota of 
100,000, 

it was noticed by everyone on the Island at this time that as the 
seals decreased on the rookeries from year to year the 
number of dead pups increased, until in 1891 the rook- 
eries were covered with them. F rom 1884 the schooners |, Increase of sealing 
kept on increasing, until in 1891 there was more than ea 
one hundred. These schooners care very little about 
coming to the islands to take seals on the land, for they only have to hover 
around the fishing banks from 50 to 200 miles away and nsec fo Seite 
take all the seals they want. It is to these banks the to 200 miles trom ise 
cow seals go to feed after the birth of their young, and 124s. 
it is here they are shot and killed and the pups are left to starve and 
die on the rookeries. 

Last year I seen thousands of such pups, and I saw many of them 
opened, and in all cases there was not a sign of food in their stomachs. 
I never seen a pup that had a mother living to suckle it look poor or 
sick or starved; nor did I ever see or hear of a sick or diseased seal, 
although I have eaten the flesh of the fur-seal all my life, and it is and 
has ever been the staple meat ration of our people. 

Seal meat is cooked at the Company house every day while seals are 
to be had, and it is eaten by all the white men on the Island. Men 
talk of epidemics among seals and of impotent bulls 
on the rookeries, but those who have spent a lifetime ,,No sickness or dis: 
on the Seal Islands, and whose business and duty it iat 
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has been to guard and observe them, have no knowledge of the exist- 
ence of either. | An impotent bull dare not attempt to go on a rookery, 
even had he a desire to do so. Hxcepting the extremely oid and feeble, 
I have never seen a bull that was impotent. 

The seals come to the islands every year from the southward, through 
the passes of the Aleutian Islands; and the bulls reach 
the islands late in April or early in May, and they con- 
tinue to haul out till June. They select their stations 
on the rookeries, and I believe they generally return to the spot they 
occupied the previous year; and they stay there till August or Sep- 
tember without food or water, and without much rest 
or sleep. The cows begin to haul out early in June 
and they continue to haul out till about the middle of July; and the 
pups are born soon after the cows land on the rookeries. When the 
pup is born it is utterly helpless and would drown if 
put into water. Those born nearest the water are often 
drowned in the surf when the sea is rough in stormy weather. When 
the pup is a few days old the cow goes into the sea to 
feed, and as the pup grows older the cow will stay 
longer and longer, until sometimes she will be away for a week. When 
the cows return they go to their own pups, nor will a cow suckle any 
pup but her own. The pups would suck any cow that would let them, 

for they do not seem to know one cow from another. 
‘© At 7 or 8 weeks old the pups learn to swim by first 

paddling in the shallow water, but after learning to 
swim they appear to prefer to stay on land until the cold weather drives 
them off in November. 

Until 1891 we were allowed to kill several thousand pup seals for 
food in November about the time they were ready to 
leave the Island. We generally killed ten or twelve 
for every person on the Island, and when we killed them they were 
always found to be full of milk. 

The bachelors commence to haul out in May, and they haul out till 
late in July, the older ones coming early and the younger 
ones later; and I have found that the seals killed in 
May andearly June were fat and that their stomachs were full of focd, 
principally codfish, and that later in the season they were poor and had 

Only mother seals UOthing .in their stomachs. My opinion, therefore, is 
y mother seals * 
leave’ the’ islands for thatnone but the mother seals go out in the sea to eat 
food. during the time the herds are on the islands, and this 
accounts for the great number of cows shot by the sealing schooners in 
Bering Seaduring July, August, and September. I was visiting in San 
Francisco in the winter of 189091, and I worked in a fur store during 

Skins inspectea by SCVeral months of my stay there, and I was called on 

Skins inspected by : = : 
him in San Francisco to handle and inspect thousands of the skins taken by 
URIS SUNT schooners in Bering Sea, and they were nearly all cow- 
seal skins. 

Il know of no other explanation than this: The cows are shot and 
killed when they go into the sea to feed and the pups die on the rook- 
eries. This, I think, is the true solution of the vexed question, ** What 
has become of the seals?” When the season ends and the compact 
family organization breaks up, the bulls begin to leave 
the islands, going away slowly through September and 
early October before they are all gone. 

The bachelors, cows, and pups go in November, the older bachelors 
leaving late in October and the pupsin November, Sometimes in good, 
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mild weather bachelors are found and killed for food late in January. 

The movements of the seals are governed quite considerably by the 
weather. When they do leave the Island they go southward and pass 
once more through the passes of the Aleutian ‘Tslands and out into the 
North Pacific Ocean. 

It is usually supposed that seals are like wild animals. This is not 
so. They are used to the natives and will not run far 
fromthem. The little pups willcome to them, andeven 
in the fall when they are older we can take them up in our hands and 
see whether they are males or females. We can drive the seals about 
in little or large bands just as we want them to go, and they are easy 
to manage. We protect and take good care of the seals, and if they 
were not killed in the sea we could make them increase upon the 
islands so that they would be as many as before. 

ANTON MELOVEDOFF. 


Tameness of seals. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to admin- 
ister oaths under section 1976, Revised Statutes United States, this 
10th day of June, 1892, St. Paul Island, Alaska. 

Wm. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury Agent in charge of Seal Islands. 


Deposition of Simeon Melovidovr, native Alaskan, and employé of the lessees 
on St. Paul Island. 


MANAGEMENT—PELAGIC SEALING. 


St. Paul Island, Pribilof Group, ALASKA, U.S. A., ss 

Simeon Melovidoy, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am twenty- 
five years of age, and I was born at Sitka, Alaska. 1 came to 
St. Paul Island in 1867, and resided here ever since. 
I have a practical knowledge of and am familiar with 
the fur-seal industry as it is carried on on St. Paul Island. I became 
an able sealer in 1879, and worked at it ever since, except in the win- 
ters, when I was at school. I have driven seals and skinned them and 
prepared the skins for shipment. I am at present the school teacher 
on St. Paul Island, and I can read and write English and Russian, as 
well as the Aleut language. I know that as long as I can remember the 
driving of seals has been the most carefully done work 
on the island, and all the drives have been done by our 
own people, under the immediate orders of the native Chiefs. The aim 
at all times of all concerned has been to care for and 
guard the seals, and to do everything possible to pre 
serve and perpetuate seal life. We were always instructed by the 
Chiefs to drive slowly, and to let the seals stop and rest occasionally, 
and if a cow happened to join the drive, we had to allow her to drop 
out and return unmolested to the water. 

It has been the policy and practice of the lessees to do everything 
that could be done to shorten the length of the drives 
whenever it could be done without injuring or disturb. P™Ves made short. 
ing the the breeding rookeries, and to this end salt houses have been 
built, teams and wagons or boats used so as to reduce the Jongest 
drive on St. Paul Island to not to exceed 2 miles. Never since 1879 has 
« Seal been driven on this island to exceed that distance, In like man- 
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ner rules have been made and rigidly enforced that no hauling grounds 
shall be driven from oftener than twice in any one week, and itis a rare 
thing to drive more than once a week from the same place. 

pe are ale ae There 1s 10 foundation i fact for the stories told of 
dearth of bulls; no Overdriving of seals. Nor is there any shadow of.fact 
nove Dane for the idle statements made from time to time about a 
dearth of bulls on the rookeries or of impotent bulls. 

I have talked to the old men of our people, men who can remember 
back over fifty years, and not one of them knows of a time when there 
was not plenty of bulls, and more than enough on the breeding rook- 

_ eries, and no one here ever heard of an impotent bull. 
wenunetly reokeries Tn ¢i] the schooners came into Bering Sea the rookeries 
_ were always well filled, and many of them had grown 
ee duota teken in’ steadily for years, until it wasno uncommon thing for 
the lessees to take the quota of 85,000 seals on St. Paul 
Island between June Ist and July 20 of each year. After 1884, when the 
original two or three sealing vessels had grown to be a 
well organized fleet, we found a steady decrease of seals 
cn allthe rookeries and we found it difficult to secure the quota of skins, 
und in 1889 the lessees had to lower the standard of weight lower than 
ever before in the history of the Island. And as the 
seals decreased we found the rookeries covered with 
dead pups, which in 1891 Jay in heaps upon the ground; and when they 
were examined by the physician I was present, and [saw them cut open 
and their stomachs were empty and not a sign of milk in them. 
The only solution of the problem is, in my opinion, that the cows or 
mother seals go into the sea to feed, and while they are 
Mothers killed at there they are shot and killed by pelagic hunters, and 
pi: the pups, deprived of sustenance, die upon the rook- 


Decrease since 1884. 


Dead pups. 


eries. 
Until 1891 we were allowed several thousand pup seals for food, and 
I have often killed them, and saw others killing them, and they were 
always full of milk. The pups found dead upon the rookeries are al- 
ways poor and thin and starved and empty. : 
It has been said that cows are barren sometimes be- 
cause of the dearth of bulls, but such is not the case 
at all, for the only cows on the breeding rookeries in 
Sate SOUlyser August without pups are the 2-year-olds (vir- 
gins), which have come on the rookeries for the first 


No dearth of bulls. 


time 
The young males or bachelors that are killed for skins are found to 
be full of food in May and early in June, but their stomachs are empty 
a aad when killed in July or later. This shows, I think, that 
islands for food. --LONe go out to feed in the sea except the cows during 
the time they are nursing their young. The pups, 
when born, can not swim or help themselves in any way, 
and they are entirely dependent on the cows for suste- 
Bese) as at ance: They are 6 or 8 weeks old before they can 
ee aGld. swim, and were they put into the water when born they 
would perish, for they are not then amphibious. 

The flesh of the fur-seal has been eaten by our people ever since their 
first settling here, and it constitutes the chief part of their daily food, 
and itis eaten regularly by every white man on the Is- 
land; and yet no one here has ever seenor heard tell of 
a sick or diseased seal. 
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‘I believe the seals come to the islands from the southward, and when 

they leave in November or December they go south- 

ward through the passes of the Aleutian Islands and Go through the 

into the Pacific Ocean. I believe the bulls do not eat Ph 

or dvink during their three to four months’ sojourn on Pulls fast on rook- 
2 te). “ ae o eries 

the island and 1 know they take little if any rest or 

sleep. 

I do not think it is any more trouble to manage the seal herd than 
it is to manage some of the herds of cattle I have — pomostic character 
seen in California. and of the two ine seals seem tome ofseals. 
tamer and less afiaid of the natives, to whom they are accustomed. 

We could new, as we always cal in the past, handle the young pups 
in the fall. We can care for and protect the mature seals as well as 
the cattle on the ranges are cared for and protected, and if they could 
be guarded from the hunters in the sea we could by good management 
again make the rookeries as large as before. 

After careful inquiry among our oldest people and weighing my own 
experience and observations, | believe the decrease of rane 
the Alaskan fur-seal is due altogether to pelagic hunt-  , Pelasicsealing only 


a source of trouble. 
meg. 


SIMEON MELOVIDOY. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to admin- 
ister oaths, under section 1976, Revised Statutes of the United States, 
this 10th day of June, 1892 vat St. Paul Island, Alaska. 

Wm. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury Agent in charge Seal Islands. 


Deposition of J. C. Redpath, agent of lessees on St. Paul Island. 
HABITS, MANAGEMENT, AND RULES OF FUR COMPANIES._PELAGIC SEALING. 


[St. Paul Island, Pribilof Group, 
ALASKA, U.S. A., ss: | 


J.C. Redpath, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam an Ameri- 
can citizen, a native of Connecticut, and I am forty-eight (48) years 
of age. At present I am ar esident of St. Paul Isl und, Alaska. I 
have resided on the Seal Islands of St. George and 
St. Paul since my first coming to Alaska in 1875. 
My present occupation is that of local agent on St. Paul Island 
for the present lessees, the North American Commercial Company. I 
have a practical knowledge of and am thoroughly conversant with 
the habits and conditions of the fur-seal as it exists on the Pribilof 
Islands of St. George and St. Paul, and also of the methods adopted 
and practiced in the taking of the skins, and of the several efforts 
made by the former and present lessees, as experience taught them, to 
increase the herd and to build up the rookeries and perpetuate seal 
life. I have had a personal experience of seventeen seasons on the 
killing grounds in different situations, from that of seal-clubber to fore- 
man, several years of which I have been the resident local agent. 
My position as local agent has led me to make a careful study of the 
Seal question, and it is my duty to report, from time to time, to the 
general agent of the lessees the result of ny observations. 
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The Alaskan fur-seal is a native of the Pribilef Islands, and, unless pre- 
Seals are natives of Vented, will return to those islands every y es iw with the 
Pribilof Islands. regularity of the seasons. All the peculiar ities of nature 
Seals return to the that surround the Pribilof Group of Islands, such as low 
islands every year. andeven temperature, fog, mist, and per petually clouded 
sky, seem to indicate their fitness and adaptability as a home for the 
Alaskan fur-seal; and with an instinet bordering on reason they have 
selected these lonely and barren islands as the choicest spots of earth 
Savion Pulilofiee eee which to assemble and dwell together during 
lands’ six months. their six months’ stay on land; and annually they 
journey across thousands of miles of ocean, and pass 
hundreds of islands, without pause or rest, until they come to the place 
of their birth. And itis a well-established fact that 
petra sD sOny co An OI IG other land in the world do the Alaskan fur-seal 
haul out of water. 
Early in May the bulls approach the islands and after cautiously and 
carefully reconnoitering the surroundings haul out and 
select their stations on the rookeries, where they 
patiently await the coming of the cows. When they first appear upon 
the rookeries the bulls are fat and sleek and very aggressive, but after a 
stay of from three to four months, without food, they crawl away from 
the rookeries in a very lean condition. In my opinion, 
Bullsreturntosame the bull seal returns to the spot he occupied the pre- 
APOE A re ceding years, and I know of several instances where 
he could be distinguished by the loss of an eye or a flipper, in which 
he actually did return for a series of years to the same spot, 
The mother seals or cows commence to haul out about June LOth, and 
nearly all of them are on the rookeries by July loth, and 


Arrival of bulls. 
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ately after reaching their places on the rookeries. When the pup is 
from four to six days old, the mother goes into the 
water for food and, as time passes, her stay becomes 
Females feeding. longer, until finally she will be away from her pup for 
several days at a time, and sometimes for a whole 
Mothers Killed 200 week. During these longer migrations she often goes 
200 miles from the rookery, and I have been informed 
by men who were engaged in the trade of pelagic hunting that they 
had taken ‘* mothers in milk” at a distance of over 200 miles from the 
Seal Islands. 
No cow will nurse any pup but her own, and I have cften watched 
the pups attempt to suck cows, but they were always 
Ragen pein only driven off; and this fact convinces me that the eow 
recognizes her own pup and that the pup does not 
know its dam. At birth and for several weeks after, the pup is utterly 
helpless and entirely dependent on its dam for suste- 
Pups utterly help- ug els : =n aye 
ies: nance; and should anything prevent her return during 
this period it dies on the rookery. This has been dem- 
onstrated Parend a doubt since the sealing vessels 
have operated largely in Bering Sea during the months of July, Au- 
gust, and September, and w hich, Killing the cows at the feeding grounds, 
lett the pups to die on the islands. 
At about five weeks old the pups begin to run about and congregate 
¢ ae in bunches or “pods;” and at 6 to8 weeks old they go 
Pups learning to 
tea ht into the shallow water and gradually learn to swim. 
They are not amphibious when born, nor can they swim for several 
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weeks thereafter, and were they put into the water _ ay 
would perish beyond a doubt, as has been well estab- ,\ot amphibions at 
lished by the drowning of pups caught by the surf in 
storiny weather. After learning to swim the pups still draw their sus- 
tenance from the cows, and I have noticed at the annual killing of pups 
for food in November that their stomachs were always full of milk and 
nothing else, although the cows had left the Island some days before. 
I have no knowle dge of the pups obtaining sustenance 

of any kind except that furnished by the cows; nor | Dependence on 
have I ever seen anything but milk in a dead pup’s 

stomach. The young males, from 2 to 5 years old, whose skins are taken 
by the lessees hei to haul out on land in May and 

they continue to haul out till July. They herd by Arrival of bachelors 
themselves during the months of May, June, and July, 
and they do this because, during the breeding season, 
they dare not approach the breeding rookeries or the bulls would de- 
stroy them. Being thus debarred from a position on the breeding 
rookeries or from intermingling with the cows, they herd together on 
the hauling grounds, where they are easily approached 
and surrounded by the natives, who drive them to the 
killing grounds without disturbing the breeding rookeries. 

Young males killed in May and June when examined are found to be 
in prime condition, and their stomachs are filled with 
fish—principally codfish—but those killed later in the — Males do not leave; 
season are found to be poor and lean and their stomachs $2) on snds daring 
empty; which shows that the males rarely leave the 
islands for food during the summer months. 

Statute law forbids the killing of the female seal, and nature reeu- 
lates the matter so that there is no danger of their f 
being driven or killed during the regular killing season, No females killed on 
which takes place in June and July when all the kill- "a 
ing for skins” is done; and after all my experience here I am free to 

ay that a small fraction of one per cent would represent all the females 
killed on the islands since they became the property of the United 
States. 

The compact family arrangement so tenaciously adhered to during 
the breeding season ‘becomes relaxed in August, and 
the females scatter, and a few of them mix up with the, Pomates killed only 
young males, and when the natives make a drive for 
food it oce asionally happens that a female will accompany the males, and 
sometimes one or two may be accidentally killed. I use 
the word “accidentally” advisedly, because there is no | Females less valu- 
good reason why the natives or the lessees should kill ge than males for 
a female seal designedly, as the skin is of no more use 
or value (if so much), nor its flesh as good for food, as is that of the 
male. And, excepting accidents, it is a fact that no 
female seals are, or ever were” killed on the Pribilof | No females kuled 
Islands since American rules and regulations were es- ga a 
tablished there. 

The regular killing season for skins under the lease begins on June 
Ist and ends practically on the last of July; and dur- 
ing this period the first-class Alaskan fur-seal skins 
are taken. Theseals are driven from the hauling to the killing grounds 
by experienced natives under the orders of the native 
Chief, and the constant aim and object of all concerned 
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is to exercise the greatest care in driving, so that the 

animals may not be injured or abused in any manner. 

As the regulations require the lessees to pay for every skin taken 

from seals killed by the orders of their local agents, and 

not over- as the skin of an overheated seal is valueless, it is only 

reasonable to suppose that they would be the last men 

living to encourage or allow their employes to overdrive or in any man- 

ner injure the seals. I know that the orders given to 

Positive orders of me, aS local agent, were always of the most positive 

company to protect : : aie ote : 

eatalst and emphatic kind on this point, and they were always 

obeyed to the letter. Instead of overdriving or neg- 

lecting the seals the lessees have endeavored to do everything in their 

power to shorten the distances between the hauling and killing grounds, 
or between the hauling grounds and the salt house. 

Before the Alaska Co:n:mercial Company leased the seal islands in 
1870, it was a common practice to drive seals from North East Point to 
the Village on St. Paul Island, a distance of 12 miles, and from Zapad- 
nie to the Village on St. George Island, a distance of 6 miles, across a 
very rough and rugged country. 

Irom Halfway point and from Zapadnie on St. Paul 
Island, seals were driven, respectively, 5 and 6 miles. 

When the Alaska Commercial Company took control of the islands 
the drive from North East point was prohibited, and a salt house and 
other necessary buildings erected within 2 miles of the killing ground, 
and all the skins taken there were salted and stored and shipped from 
North East Point. In 1879 akilling ground was made, and a salt house 
built at Halfway Point, within 2 miles of the hauling grounds, and all 
skins taken at the Point are salted there. At Zapadnie, the same year, 
a killing ground was made within a mile of the hauling ground, and the 
skins taken there are taken to the Village salt house in boats, or, when 
the weather is unfavorable, by team and wagon. 

Since 1878 there has not been a drive made on St. 
Paul Island to exceed 2 miles. At Zapadnie, St. 
George, a salt house was built about 1875, and the t mile drive pro- 
hibited, and a trail made at great expense across the Island, over which 
the skins are taken on pack saddles to the Village. Since 1874 no seals 
have been driven on St. George Island to exceed 25 miles. 

Although the seals are comparatively tame after be- 
ing on the land for a short time, and do not get scared 
so easily as is commonly supposed, the rules and regulations of the 
Treasury Department are very strict on the question of absolute pro- 
tection to the seals on the Islands, and the Treasury Agents have always 
most rigidly enforced them. 

It is unlawful to fire a gun on the islands from the time the first seal 
appears in the spring until the last one leaves at the 
end of the season; and in order to properly enforce this 
law, the firearms are taken from the natives and locked up in the Gov- 
ernment house, in care of the Treasury A gents. 

No person is allowed to go near a rookery unless by special order of 

_ the Treasury Agent; and, when driving from the haul- 
peoreries not dis: ing grounds the natives are forbidden to smoke or make 
any unusual noise, or to do anything that might dis- 

turb or frighten the seals. All driving is done when the weather is 
cool and moist, and when the condition of the weather 
demands it, the drives are made in the cool of the night; 
and in no case are seals driven at a higher rate of speed than about 
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half a mile an hour. So carefully is the driving done that it has been 
found necessary to divide the native drivers into several “ watches” 
which relieve each other on the road, because, the pace being so slow, 
the men get cold. 

From 1875 to 1883 it was no uncommon thing for the lessees to take 
the annual quota of 100,000 skins between June Ist and 
July 20, and yet there was no sign of any decrease, but ,,@zt taken from 
rather an expansion of most of the rookeries. 

I do not pretend to be able to say how many seals there are, or ever 
were, on the rookeries; nor do | believe anybody else can tell; for the 
rookeries are so broken and filled with rocks it is impossible to esti- 
mate the number of seals upon them with any approach to accuracy. 
The lines of expansion and contraction are plain enough, and can be 
seen and understood by the whole community. 

Until 1884 sealing schooners were seen but very seldom near the is- 
lands or in Bering Sea, and the few seals taken by the 
hunters who raided the rookeries occasionally are too ,,N°? Poaching before 
paltry to be seriously considered, because the raids 
were so few, and the facilities for taking many seals off so utterly in- 
significant. In 1884 the sealing schooners became num- nat 
erous. I believe there were about thirty in the sea that ,,Pojasic sealing in- 
year, and they have increased very rapidly every year ‘ 
since, until now they are said to be about one hundred and twenty. 
As the schooners increased the seals decreased, and the 
lines of contraction on the rookeries were noticed to 
draw nearer and nearer to the beach, and the killable 
seals became fewer in numbers, and harder to find. In 1886 the de- 
crease was so plain that the natives and all the agents 4,404 aecrense j 

< : = : : Marked decrease in 
on the islands saw it and were startled; and theories of iss. 
all sorts were advanced in an attempt to account for a 
cause, 

A dearth of bulls on the breeding rookeries was a pet theory of one 
or two transient visitors, but it only neeeded a thorough 
investigation of the condition of therookeries to con- 
vince the most skeptical that there were plenty of bulls, and to spare, 
and that hardly a cow could be tound on the rookeries without a pup 
at her side. 

For five years I have given this particular subject my most earnest 
attention, and every succeeding year’s experience has 
convinced me that there is not, and never was, a dearth 
of bulls. The theory of impoteucy of the young bulls because of over 
driving when young is not worthy of consideration by 
any sane or honest man who has ever seeen a bull seal | Young bulls not Usk 
on a breeding rookery; andas I have already answered ?'No overdriving. 
the question of over driving I will only add here that 
no young bull ever goes upon a breeding rookery until he is able to 
fight his way in, and an impotent bull has no desire to fight, nor could 
he win a position on the rookery were he to attempt 
it. The man is not alive who ever saw a six or seven , cus Ss seus old 
year old bull seal impotent. 
~ Another theory, equally untrue, was that an epidemic had seized 
the herd; but investigations of the closest kind have 
never revealed the death, on the islands, of a full grown 
Seal from unknown causes. Let it be remembered that the flesh of 
the seal is the staple diet of the natives and that it is eaten daily 
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by most of the white employés as well; and yet it is true that a sign 
of taint or disease has never been found on a seal car- 
Deal saps cass in the memory of man. It was not until so many 
thousands of dead pups were found upon the rookeries 

that the problem was solved. . 

The truth is that when the cows go out to the feeding grounds to 
feed they are shot and killed by the pelagi¢ hunter, and the pups, de- 
prived of sustenance, die upon the rookeries. Hxcepting a few pups 
killed by the surf occasionally it has been demonstrated that all the 
pups found dead are poor and starved, and when examined their 

stomachs are found to be without a sign of food of any 

viet per? sort. In 1891 the rookeries on St. Paul Island were 

covered, in places, with dead pups, all of which had 

every symptom of having died of hunger, and on opening several of 
them the stomachs were found to be empty. 

The resident physician, Dr. Ackerly, examined many of them and 

found in every instance that starvation was the cause 
paeath due to star of death. The lowest estimates made at the time plac- 

ing the number of dead pups on the rookeries at 25,000 
is too high. 

It has been said that man can do nothing to facilitate the propagation 

of the fur-seal. My experience does not support this. 
ber ee ntod? spo’ The reservation of females and the killing of the sur- 
wise the bulls kill Jus males, so that each bull can have a reasonable 
one another. ts 5 : 

number of cows, is more advantage to the growth of 
the rookeries than when in a state of nature bulls killed each other in 
their efforts to secure a single cow. 

The same care can be and is exercised in the handling and manage- 

ment of the seal herd as is bestowed by a ranchman 

scpomestic nature of nynon his bands of ranging stock, and is productive of 
like results. The seals have become so accustomed to 

the natives that the presence of the latter does not disturb them. The 
pups are easily handled by the natives, and formerly, when used as an 
article of food, thousands of pups were actually picked up and exam. 
ined, in accordance with Government requirement, to avoid the killing 
of'a female. So easily are the seals controlled that, when a drive of 
“bachelors” is made to the killing grounds, a guard of two or three 
small! boys is sufficient to keep them from straying, and from the gen- 
eral band any number from one upwards can be readily cut out. It is 
possible in the future, as it has been in the past, to reserve uimolested 
suitable areas to serve as breeding grounds; to set 

accresding grounls’ aside each year a proper number of young males for 

Stock-breeding future service upon the rookeries, and by the applica- 
principles applicable tion of the ordinary stock-breeding principles not only 

to perpetuate but to rapidly increase the seal herd. 

To one who has spent so many years among the seals as I have and 
who has taken so much interest in them, it does appear to be wrong 
that they should be allowed to be so ruthlessly and 
indiscriminately slaughtered by pelagic hunters, who 
secure only about one-fourth of all they kill. There is no doubt in my 

mind that unless immediate protection be given to the 
san ection neces: Alaskan fur-seal the species will be practically de- 

; stroyed in a very few years; and in order to protect 
them pelagic hunting must be absolutely prohibited. 

N. b.—The foregoing is substantially the same testimony that I gave 
to the commissioners who visited the islands in 1891. 

J.C. REDPATH. 
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Subseribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowed to administer 
oaths under section 1976, Revised Statutes of the United States, on 
this the 3d day of June, 1892, at St. Paul Island, Alaska. 

Wm. H WILLIAMS, 
Treasury Agent in Charg. of Seal Islands. 


Deposition of George H. Temple, assistant agent of lessces on St. Paul 
Island, 


HABITS. MANAGEMENT. 


STATE OF VERMONT, 
County of Orange, ss: 

George H. Temple, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: Tam 
32 years old; a native of Vermont, where I now reside. 
I was bred to the occupation of farming, and am at 
present a hardware merchant in my native town of Randolph. 

From 1880 to 1882 I was employed by the Alaska Commercial Coim- 
pany at St. Paul Island, Alaska, as assistant agent, and in that position 
became familiar with the work. of handling, driving, and herding the 
killable seals, and with the habits and peculiarities of the breeding 
seals on the rookeries, both of which have, in the main, been accurate ly 
and intelligently described by H. W. Ejliott in his “Report on the Seal 
Islands of Alaska,” published by the Department of the Interior, Census 
Office, 1884, I think he might, however, have made his desc ription of 
the animals and the manner of obtaining their skins for market more 
intelligible to the ordinary reader by following more closely the analogy 
between the seals and farm animals, which invariably strikes the ob- 
server who is familiar with the rearing, handling, and slaughtering of 
both. 

A farmer on going to the seal islands at once notices, as I did, that the 
term ‘seal hunting,” so called, conveys no idea of the 
business of taking seals for their skins as it is there yout oeharacter 
earried on. It isin no sense “hunting,” the work of 
bringing in for slaughter from their accustomed haunts and slaying 
such number of killable seals from day to day as will serve as a day’s 
work for those engaged in the killing being in no way different from 
that pursued by the farmer in driving up his farm herd and selecting 
and killing such as he sees fit; the only difference being that, in the 

case of the seals, the pasture in which they feed is the broad ocean, out 
of which the seal farmer can not drive them. He must wait until they 
come on shore; but he can count with absolute certainty on their com- 
ing within his reach in due time, provided only their natural enemies 
oppose them, and they are spared while at sea by their human enemies 
who may, with perfect propriety, be termed “seal hunters.” 

The analogy can be further profitably followed by comparing the system 
usually pursued i in breeding domestic animals with the 
methods adopted by the late lessees of the seal fisheries, Su2lecous, to farm 
in preserving all the female seals, and enough males for ae 
breeders, and also in their manner of driving, yarding, herding, select- 
ing for slaughter and for breeding, handling the young, and generally 
in the management of the herd; the exe eption in this respect being 
found chiefly in the fact that the seals, after they are a few months old, 
can not be manipulated with the hands, because of their propensity to 
bite, but must be always kept at arm’s length by the herdman’s seal 
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club, in the use of which he becomes so expert that, without striking the 
seal ‘or in any way injuring him, he protects himself most thoroughly 
against the snapping jaws and sharp teeth by which he is confronted. 

Before the young seal leaves the island for the first time, in the year 
of his birth, he is less vicious, or less expert in the 
use of his teeth, and may be picked up by the flippers, 
or, if necessary, marked or branded; and at the proper season of the 
year I think 8) or 90 per cent of all the young could be brought up 
from the beaches and so dealt with. 

I make these statements because J have heard it said that the seals 
are wild animals and ean not be identified as belonging to any partic- 
ular herd or rookery when off on the feeding grounds where they are 
captured by the marine seal hunters. 

IT again visited St. Paul Island and remained there several days in 

No damage by les. the summer of 1885, but saw no evidence then, or when 
sees. oi formerly on the island, to lead me to think that the 
lessees were damaging the rookeries, or doing anything different from 
what a judicious regard for the future of the industry would dictate. 

In giving this evidence I am as free from prejudice as is possible when 
entertaining, as I do, a feeling that the late lessees treated me in some 
measure unjustly, nor have I any interest whatever in the seals or the 
products of the sealeries. 

It isasserted by Mr. Elliott, in a report made subsequent to that above 
cited, from which I have seen extracts, that permanent 
injury results to the male seal from the practice of re. 
peatedly bringing him up to the killing grounds and 
letting him go agan because of some defect in his skin, or for the 
reason that he is needed as a breeder. He does not say what he saw 
among the old males to justify any such conclusion, and I do not be- 
a it is warranted by the facts. When the seals get back to the 

rater after a long drive, they are, of course, considerably fatigued, but 
ie as gaily as usual after a little rest, and play with their fellows on 
shore with their accustomed vivae ity on the day following the drive. 

There are always some disabled seals on the beaches “described by 
Mr. Elliott as “hospital rookeries,” where those naimed in the con- 
flict for supremacy on the breeding grounds and decrepit old males too 
old for further service, haul up to rest and heal their wounds. The 
number of such animals is never large in proportion to the whole herd, 
and all others represent the highest ty pe of virility, vigor, and strength. 

GEo. H. TEMPLE. 


Subseribed and sworn to at Randolph, Vermont, this 13th day of 
June, A. D. 1892. Before me, 
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J. B. ELDREDGE, 
[SEAL.] Notary Public. 


Deposition of Seth MW. Washburn, assistant agent of lessees and teacher on 
St. Paul Island. 


MANAGEMENT—HABITS. 
STATE OF VERMONT, 
County of Windsor, ss: 

I, Seth M. Washburn, depose and on oath say: That I am 42 years 
of age, and reside in Bethel, Vermont, where I have been 
a merchant since 1878. JI was born in Randolph, Ver- 
mont, and lived there until 1874. I was a graduate of the State Normal 
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School of Vermont, and in 1874 was employed by the Alaska Commercial 
Company, the late lessees of the Alaska seal fisheries, to go to the Island 
of St. Paul of the Pribilof group,as Assistant A gent andteacher. I went 
there in 1874 and remained continuously until 1877, my residence 
there covering four sealing seasons. My duties as Assistant Agent re- 
quired me to familiarize myself with the habits of the seals, the manner 
of driving them from the rookeries, and the killing them and preseryv- 
ing their skins. In doing this the rookeries were under my daily ob- 
servation. Moreover, from the isolated character of the life on St. 
Paul Island, and the fact that the whole business and resources of the 
islanders and the other employés of the lessees were based on the seal 
product, the habits and peculiarities of these animals was the princi- 
pal and overshadowing subject of conversation and observation among 
the inhabitants. 

The density of the seal population on the rookeries is the same each 
season; an increase of seal life simply extends the space 
occupied by the rookeries. By observing each year 
the extent of ground covered with breeding seals, and comparing it, 
one year with another, an observer can easily determine whether the 
seals are stationary, increasing, or diminishing in numbers. From 
year to year, when I was at St. Paul, the number of seals iner rased, 
and the increase was constant. This | know from my own careful ob- 
servation of the herds and rookeries, and I estimate 
the number of seals at St. Paul, in 1877, at 5 to 10 per 
cent, at least, greater than the first season I was there e (1874). 

The number of non-breeding males of suitable age and body for kill- 
ing was in each year largely in excess of the number 
perinitted to be killed by the lease, and was plainly 
large enough to replenish i in due time the stock of breeding males in 
such numbers that the entire herd was enlarged from year to year by 
a gradual and healthy increase. These facts observed by me were 
also noted by the natives and other residents, and were the cause of 
rejoicing and congratulation among them. 

After I learned “the | business one of my duties was to have charge of 
one of the gangs of natives engaged in driving the 
seals from the rookeries to the killing grounds and 
there slaughtering them. Such seals as we did not slaughter for their 
skins were allow ed to return at will to the rookeries and me 
were in no way injured by such driving and return; on itt eee by 
getting back to the place whence they started they 
were, after a short rest, as play ful and active as ever. The seal usually 
makes one rookery his home, and so the same seal, when not up to the 
Standard for killing, is driven several times in one season to the killing 
grounds to find his way back to the rookery when those suitable for 
killing have been dispatched. They are as fresh for the succeeding 
journeys, which take place at intervals of several days, 
as for the first one. The methods of the lessees in 
killing their quota and in care for the preservation of the great body 
of the herd were, in my judgment, as judicious as could be taken. 

Every member of the entire sea herd of the island (except the new- 
born pups in the first three or four weeks of their 
life) had, when I was there, and, I understand, still 
has, immediate money value; and the entire herd is, each season, as 
wholly and completely in the actual power and possessive control of 
the employs of the lessees as my father’s cattle on his farm were in 
mine when I was a boy and he gave me charge of them. The only 
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thing to prevent the immediate conversion of the entire herd into mar- 
ketable skins, and so into cash, was the limit of the catch imposed by 
the terms of lease, unless, that limit being removed, the inhabitants 
were possessed of ‘foresight and public spirit enough to preserve the 
herd for their own future profit or the future public ¢ good. 
The seal has many traits of a domestic animal, and his birthplace is 
so certain a home for him that, in its habitable season, 
seu omestie nature of he does not need to be hunted, but can be found there 
as regularly as afarmer’s ¢ attle at night. To me it 
seems a pity to wastefully destroy his useful race when pasturing in 
the great oceanic international common. 
SEtma M. WASTIIBURN. 
Subscribed and sworn to at Bethel, Vt., this 13th day of June, A. D. 
1892, before me, 
[L. S.] Guy WILSON, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of George KR. Adams, agent of lessees on St. George Island, 
MANAGEMENT AND PELAGIC SEALING, 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and county of San Francisco, ss: 

George R. Adams, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I ay. 
a citizen of the United States and a resident of Paso Ko- 
bles, Cal., where T am employed in general business. — Experience. 

I first went to Alaskain the bark Golden Gate, Captain 

Seammon, June 10, 1865, on the American Telegraph Expedition 
and explored the country about Bering Sea from St. Michaels 
north returning in September, 1867. In the spring of 1868 I returned 
to Alaska soon after its purchase by the United States. I went for the 
late John Parrott, of San Francisco, direct to the islands of St. Paul 
and St. George. We were the first parties who went to those islands 
after the purchase, and commenced taking seals about 

the 1st of July. We and other parties took about -, Catehon st. Georee 
65,000 that year from St. George Island alone. We sea 
killed no females except by accident, for the reason that we thought at 
that time the skins of females were worthless. 

No sealing was done at the Pribilof Islands during the seasons of 
1869 and 1870 except for food for the natives, the COV, ee ne 
ernment having declared these islands a reservation, islands in 1869 and 1870 
and the lessees did not perfect the lease in time to exception tod 
commence operations that year (1870). 

From the start I was employed by the Alaska Commercial Company 
and remained in their service until 1876, in charge of 
the companies’ business on St. George Island. In 1871 — Experience. 
we took 25,000 seals on that island, and the regular eT cones 
quota each year thereafter. During the season GEIS76.., No discus y ob: 

: ; 3 ; <é f = aining quota from 
I was in charge of their business at St. Paul Island. 1870-76. 
We had no difficulty during my seven years residence 
at the island in obtaining the full quota; nor could I discover at any 
time any diminution of the number of seals annually hauling up at the 
island. When the period arrived for their coming to land, the shore 
literally swarmed with seal life. It was the uniform 
policy of the lessees to carefully preserve aud protect — Policy of lessees. 
for breeding purposes all female seals; and, as their 
agent, IL was instructed to exercise all possible care and caution for 
the preservation of the female when driving or killing. 
Lobserved a perceptible increase annually in the num- — Inerease of females. 
ber of females arriving at the island, due, in my judg- 
ment, to the care exercised by those charged with their custody. I 
was also instructed to use the greatest care and cau- Were? 
tion in driving and killing the bachelor seals in order ee DO 
not to injure those not wanted for their skins, but to i 


drive them back from the killing grounds into the sea, 
157 
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Poaching in Bering Sea had not begun in those years, and it was a 

rare thing to find a dead pup about the shores or on 

ne, ahoeenins ™ the rookeries. I had frequent occasion after the close 

; of the breeding season to visit all parts of the island, 

and there was no appearance of gaunt or starved seals. Occasionally 

a dead pup was found that had been crushed to death by the bulls in 
their encounters with each other. 

I have always taken a great interest in the sealing industry, and felt 

a great desire to have them protected from destruction, 
Sa ete nee by and I say, without hesitation, that the great decrease 
é in the number now annually arriving at the sealislands 

is due entirely to the killing of female seals by pelagic hunters. 

It has been my custom in the last few years to examine the logs of 

sealing vessels and to converse with officers and pina 
peteclo ios @antol tae of such vessels in order to obtain what information I 
logs: ~ could as to the methods employed by hunters, and the 

loss of seals occasioned in such pursuit. From the 
logs I learned that in many instances one hundred rounds of ammu- 
nition had been fired to each skin secured, and often more; and on an 
average I found that not over five seals to the hundred shots had been 
obtained. The logs further showed that a large number had been 
wounded and lost. 

T also ascertained from the logs, and from conversation with masters 
of sailing schooners, that not one seal out of ten killed or wounded had 
been aught. These i inquiries [ pursued at San [rancisco until quite 
recently. 

The chief killing by poachers was done between the passes of Aleu- 

aoa tie ., tian Archipelago and the Pribilof Islands. 
here most of kill- g ; ° 
ing by poachers is 1 have no exact information as to the proportion of 


Tne aoe pelts: male and female seals killed by pelagic hunters, but it 
males killed, is my firm conviction, from my knowledge of the habits 


of the males in not leaving the islands during the 
breeding season and the well-known tact that mother 
seals go  ereat distances in search of food while nursing 
their young, that the females are Slaughtered in great numbers during 
their journeys to and from the islands by pelagic | hunters. 
GEOKGE R. ADAMS. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, 1892. 
[SEAL. | EB. A. STOWELL, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of Harry N. Clark, employé of lessees on St. George Island. 
MANAGEMENT, HABITS, AND PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Tehama, ss: 

Harry N. Clark, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam 
32 years old, a ni itive of Vermont, and now a resident 
of Vina, Tehama County Cal., and by occupation fore- 
man of vineyard cultivation at Governor Stanford’s Vina Ranch. 

From 1884 to 1889, inclusive, I was in the employ of the Alaska Com- 
mercial Company of San Francisco, on St. George Island, Alaska, en- 
gaged through each sealing season as “ boss” of a gang of seal- hunters, 
and in the winter, excepting that of 1886 and 1887, as teacher and 
storekeeper on that island. 
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My work as the leader of the “sealing gang” gave me as perfect 
opportunity as could be had for studying the habits and peculiarities 
of the seal and determining the best manner of caring for them. 

The condition of seal life was the principal topic of discussion and 
thought during the summer months, and the only one of particular i in- 
terest. All became familiar with it, and watched every change in the 
breeding grounds or number of killable seals as carefuily as a farmer 

watches the increase or decrease of his flocks and herds. 

The compact order in which the breeding seals arrange themselves 
upon the “rookeries” upon their arrival in the spring, completely fiil- 
ing the ground first taken before spreading over adjoining space, en- 
ables one to see at a glance, as the season advances, whether, if he re- 
members the land marks to which they filled out in former years, they 
have grown more or less numerous. 

I did not notice any falling off in the size of the “rookeries” from 
the land marks to which they « ‘ame when I first saw 
them during the first two years I was on the island, _Ne decrease in 

c at cen ’ size of rookeries du- 
and all agreed, in discussing the matter, that the seals ring 1884 and 1885. 
had never been more numerous than they then were; 
but in the following years, and particularly in 1885 and | Subsequent do: 
1889, no other opinion was heard than that the ani- ~~~ 
mals had very greatly diminished, and in this opinion I fully coincided, 

Dead “pup” seals, which seemed to have starved to death, grew 
very numerous on the ‘“1ookeries” these latter years; 
and I noticed when driving the “bachelor” seals for 
killing, as we started them up from the beach, that many small “pups,” 
half starved, apparently motherless, had wandered away from the 
breeding erounds and became mixed with the killable seals. The na- 
tives called my attention to these waifs, saying that it did not use to 
be so, and that the mothers were dead; otherwise they would be upon 
the breeding grounds. 

While I was upon the island the seal herd was, I believe, most wisely 

managed, so far as we were able to control them; but 
we could not prevent the destruction which was carried 
on by Victoria and San Francisco seal-hunters from vessels and boats 
beyond our reach. 

I never noticed any disproportion of the sexes that would lead me to 
suspect that the “bull” seals were too few, nor more 
than an occasional barren “cow.” These latter were so 1,40, Uspropertion 
few as to excite no remark; but if any such dispropor- av 
tion did, in fact, exist in 1888 and 1889 it was the fault of those who 
killed them at sea, because it never occurred at all until the marine 
hunters became numerous and aggressive. I mention this matter here 
because, since I left the island, I have heard it asserted that the mis- 
management there caused the decrease of seal life. The management 
there was just such as I would follow if all the seals belonged to me. 

The driving of the male seals to the killing grounds was done very 
carefully. If the weather was warm or dry they were 
allowed frequent opportunity to rest. I am sure the 
driving did not hurt them in the least. 

I was reared on a farm, and have been familiar from boyhood with 
the breeding of domestic animals, and particularly with the rearing 
and management of young animals ; hence a comparison of the young 
seals with the young of our common domestic species is most natural. 
From my experience with both I am able to declare positively that it 
is easier to manage and handle young seals than calves or lambs. 
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Large numbers of the former are customarily driven up in the fall by 
the natives, to kill a certain number for food, and all could be “ rounded 
up” as the prairie cattle are, if there was any need for doing so. All 

Speer eeer ne the herd so driven are lifted up one by one and exam. 
ossibility of brand- 
ing and marking. ined as to sex, and while in this position each could 
be branded or marked if necessary. 

If the seal rookeries were my personal property I should regard the 
task of branding all the young as no more difficult or onerous than the 
branding of all my calves if I were engaged in breeding cattle upon 
the prairies. ; 

The same force that has heretofore been engaged on the Pribilof Is- 
lands in killing seals in the summer could easily drive up and brand, in 
a few days in the fall months, all the ‘*pup” seals born on the islands. 

The young seals at birth are very helpless. They 
owinls evrning to can not swim and seem to have no desire to lean. 
When they are six or seven weeks old, if the beach on 
which they lie slopes down very gradually to the water and the waves 
roll in on it, they will voluntarily commence to paddle about and finally 
get afloat without particular urging from the older seals, but if the 
rocks are abrupt at the water’s ed; ge ‘the old ones must push them over 
into the sea or seize them by the neck ,as a mother cat handles her kit- 
ten, and drop them into the water before they will learn to swim. In 
such cases the “ pups” often struggle to get back upon land. 

During my stay upon St. George Island several attempts were made 
by poachers to get on shore and steal the seal, but 
they succeeded, as far as I am aware, only on three 
oce casions, and in all those three I do not think they 
killed more than 1,200 or 1,500 seals, ineluding pups. If any others 
had effected a landing we should have known it, ‘for the rookeries were 
constantly watched and the natives are very keen in this matter. 

During the summer months fogs envelop the seal islands or cover 

Climate. the sea a short distance from them a considerable por- 
tion of the time. 
Sealing vessels are enabled thereby to carry on their work without 
Prohibition within @etection at almost any point, and could and would, £ 
a zone about islands believe, cross any boundary line that might be drawn 
ecu: about the islards and catch seals at will inside of it. 
I do not think sealing can be permitted, with safety 
Hate eronibi- to the rockeries, in any part of the sea. If the sealers 
: are given an inch they will take an ell and destroy them. 

HARRY N. CLARK. 


Subscribed and sworn to this 16th day of May, A. D. 1892, before me. 
[SEAL. | It. HILDEBRANDT, 
Notary Public. 


Raids on the is- 
lands. 


Deposition of Samuel Falconer, assistant Treasury agent in charge of St 
George Island, 


PRIBILOF ISLANDS. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Samuel Falconer, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 61 
years of age, and am now a wool-grower by occupation. 
My residence is Falconer, McLean County, State of 
North Dakota. In 1870, in the month. of October, having been 
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appointed assistant Treasury agent for the seal islands in Bering 
Sea, [ proceeded to said islands, and from that time until August, 1876, 
I remained constantly in charge of St. George Island, excepting during 
the winter of 1874-75. For a few days during each one of these years 
I visited St. Paul Island, never remaining there for any length of time, 
however. Each season wlile I was located at the islands I made a 
careful examination of the breeding grounds on St. George Island, not- 
ing particularly the areas covered by them. The result of my obser- 
vations was that there was marked increase in these 

= a ; easels : Increase in breed- 
areas from 1871 to 1876, and necessarily a correspond- ing erounds from 
ing increase in seal life, for no matter whether the seals 1°71-1876. 
are few or many in number they always crowd together on the breed- 
ing grounds as closely as possible. In my judgment this increase was 
fully 25 per cent. One fact alone proved conclusively that there had 
been a considerable increase, for in 1871 I noticed passages left by the 
old bulls through the breeding grounds for the bachelors to pass to 
and from the hauling erounds located back of the breeding grounds. 
In subsequent years these passages were entirely blocked up by the 
breeders. There was always during these six years an 
excess of adult, vigorous bulls, for breeding purposes, 
and large numbers of these hauled up back of and about the breeding 
grounds awaiting an opportunity to take the place of some wounded 
or aged bull unable longer to maintain a harem. 

In 1873 I assisted Prof. Henry W. Elliott in making his measure- 
ments and estimates of the number of seals on St. 
George Island. We set up stakes at some distance 
from the breeding rookeries while they were occupied. 
Then when the seals were gone we sighted along these stakes to de- 
termine the back lines of the rookeries and measured the areas thus 
determined with a tape line, usmg our judgment by observing the 
nature of the ground to determine the curvature ef these areas. We e 
then calculated from our observations three seals to a square yard, and 
multiplying the yards in the areas measured by three made our estimate. 
I think the measurements were made as accurately as could be done 
by the means and instruments employed; however, I am convinced 
that no estimate of any kind, no matter how accurately the measure- 
ments are made, would give even approximately the number of seals 
on the island, for the animals are constantly in motion, coming and 
going, and there seems to be almost as many in the w ater as on land, 
It is as impossible to estimate them as it is to estimate a swarm of bees. 
But accurate measurements would show conclusively, if made from 
year to year, whether or not the seals were increasing or decreasing. 

I have no recollection of ever having seen a dead pup on the breeding 
grouuds, but [have seen a consider able number of silver 
gray pups—thatis, those that have learned to swim— _ Ao, (24 Pups en 
which had been killed by being dashed against the 
rocks by the surf. 

While I was on the island I became familiar with the methods of 
driving and handling the bachelor seals pursued by the 
natives, who were the only persons who ever drove, Rea Cam a 
handled, or killed these seals. Lam positive the meth- z 
ods can not be improved upon, and that if no other agency is at work in 
destroying seal life 100,000 bachelor seals can be taken 
from the Pribilof Islands yearly for an indefinite period, 
provided the rookeries were in the same condition they were in 1871, 
Of this Lam convinced from the fact that the seals continued to increase 
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during all the time I was upon the islands, when 100, 000 were killed 
every year, except oue, when 95,000 were taken. The ’preeding rook- 
eries were never disturbed in anyway, and most stringent regulations 
were enforced to prevent their being molested. A female seal was sel- 
agai driven, not more than two a season on St. George, and I think 
they were in all cases barren cows, which had, because of their barren- 
ness, hauled up with the bachelors. 

The greatest care was always taken not to overheat the seals in driv- 
ing them, and when a seal was by accident smothered the skin was re- 
moved and counted in the number allowed to be taken by the lessees. 
There were not, to the best of my recollection, twenty-five seals killed 
during any one season on St. George by overdriving. 

Whenever the sun came out while a drive” was in progress the 
driving at once ceased, so great was the care taken not to overheat the 
seals. 

I never saw or heard of a case where a male seal was seriously in- 
jured by driving or redriving. Certainly the reproductive powers were 
never in the slightest degree impaired by these means. When we con- 
sider that the bulls, while battling on the rookeries to maintain their 
positions, cut ereat gashes in the ‘flesh of their necks and bodies, are 
covered with gaping wounds, lose great quantities of 
blood, fast on the islands for ‘three or four months, and 
then leave the islands lean and covered with sears, to return the fol- 
lowing season fat, healthy, and full of pa to go through again the 
same mutilation, and repeating this ye after year, the idea that driv- 
ing or redriving, which can not asibls be as severe as their exertions 
durin g a combat, can affect such unequaled vigor and virility, is utterly 
preposterous and ridiculous. To show the wonderful vitality of the 
male seal, I will give one instance which came under my own observa- 
tion: A drive of about 3,000 bachelors had been made, and after going 

a Short distance was left in charge of a boy; by his negligence they 

escaped from his control, and the whole number plunged over a cliff, 
falling 60 feet upon broken stones and rocks along the shore. Out of 
the whole number only seven were killed, the remainder taking to the 
water; and these seven met death, I believe, from being the first to go 
over and the ouhers falling upon them smothered them. 

As long as a Seal is not overheated in driving he could be driven any 
number of successive days without in any way impairing or affecting 
in the slightest degree his procreative powers, of course always pro- 
vided the natives use the same methods in driving that they always 
have done. Seal life I am positive was never affected in this manner 
on the Pribilof Islands, 

During the time I was on St. George Island there never w raid 

on the rookeries to my knowledge, and L none oie ard 
of any such raid ever having taken place. 
Tam of the opinion, from what I know of the habits and nature 
of the fur seal and what I have learned of open-sea 
‘sealing, that the Pribilof seal herd should be pro- 
tected in all waters which they frequent. Otherwise it is only a matter 
of a very short time before they will be exterminated. 

During the six years I was on the islands the condition of the natives 
was wonderfully improved. When I came there they 
were partially dressed in skins, living in filthy, un- 
wholesome turf huts, which were heated by fires with 
bluober as fuel; they were ignorant and extremely dirty. When L left 
they had exchange 1 their skin garments for well made warm woolen 
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clothes; they lived in substantial frame houses heated by coal stoves; 
they had become cleanly, and the children were attending school eight 
months in the year. They were then as well off as well-to-do working- 
men in the United States, and received much larger wages. No man 
was compelled to work, but received pay through his chief for the work 
accomplished by him. A native could at any “time leave the islands, 
but their easy life and love for their home detained them. When I first 
went there the women did a good share of manual labor, but when | 
came away all the hard work was done by the men. I do not recall a 
single instance in history where there has been such a marked change 
for the better by any people in such a short time as there has been in 
the Pribilof Islanders since the United States Government took control 
of these islands. If the seals became extinct, | can not conceive what 
these natives would do for a livelihood; they know no other occupation 
save seal driving, which has been pursued by them and their ancestors 
for a century. The destruction of the seal herd would 
result in removing their sole means of sustenance and — Extinction of seal 
in their being plunged into poverty, and probable re- (eats; Starvation. or 
turn to barbavi ism. The only way to keep them from 
starvation would be to remove them from the islands, and for the Gov- 
ernment to support them. 
SAMUEL FALCONER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, U.S. A., this 19th day of April, 1892. 
SEVELLON A. BROWN. 


Deposition of Samuel Falconer, Assistant Treasury Agent in charge of St. 
George Island. 


HABITS. 


DIstRicr OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Samuel Falconer, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 61 years 
of age, and am now a woolgrower by occupation. 
My residence is Falconer, McLean County, State of 
North Dakota. In 1868, during the month of October I went to Sitka, 
being located there as deputy collector of customs, in which position 
I remained until September, 1869. , 

I then was employed until September, 1870, as purser on board the 
steamer Constantine, plying monthly between Port Townsend and Sitka. 
In October, 1870, having been appointed assistant Treasury Agent for 
the Seal Islands, “i proceeded to said islands, and from that time until 
Angust, 1876, I remained coustantly in charge of St. George Island, 
excepting during the winter of 187475. For a few days during each 
one of these years I visited the fend of St. Paul, never remaining 
there for any length of time, however. It was necessary, in order that 
[ might fulfill the duties of my office as agent to make a very careful 
and full study of seal life; my obser vations being, of course, a 
to St. George Island, and I therefore examined the rookeries and their 
occupants with the partic ular purpose of acquainting inyself with the 
habits and peculiarities of the Alaska fur seal, and I endeavored to 
verity all my observations by particularly interrogating the natives on 
the islands as to each doubtful point. 
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The fur-seal only lands upon the Pribilof Group of islands. Of this 
fact L am thoroughly convinced from carefully ques- 
tioning natives of Alaska and the Aleutian Islands, 
and also from my coasting experience as purser on 
board the Constantine. In all the years I passed in these localities I 
never heard of a seal landing anywhere except on the Pribilof Islands. 
This seal herd is migratory, leaving the islands in the fall or early 
winter and returning again the following spring; and 
Migration. it is my opinion that the adult males, called “bulls,” 
return as near as they are able to the same place on 
the same rookery year after year. In fact the natives pointed out to 
me one old bull who had returned to the same rock for five years 
successively. 
The reason the seals have chosen these isiands for their home is be- 
sause the Pribilof Group lies in a belt of fog, ocea- 
ms hes’ sioned by the waters of the Arctic Ocean coming down 
from the north and the warmer waters of the Pacific 
flowing north and meeting at about this point in Bering Sea. It is 
necessary that the seals should have a misty or foggy atmosphere of 
this kind while on land, as sunshine has a very injurious effect upon 
them. Then too, the islands are so isolated that the seal, which is a 
very timid animal, remains here undisturbed, as every precaution is 
taken not to disturb the animals while they are on the rookeries. The 
mean temperature of the islands is during the winter 
about 26° F.,and in summer about 43°. I know of no 
other locality which possesses these peculiarities of moisture and tem- 
perature. The grounds occupied by the seals for breeding purposes are 
along the coast, extending from high-water mark back to the cliffs, 
which abound on St. George Island. The young males or “bachelors,” 
not being allowed to land on these breeding places, lie 
back of and around these breeding grounds on areas 
designated “hauling grounds.” 
A young seal or “pup” when first born weights from 6 to 8 pounds, 
is almost black in color, and is covered with a short 
hair, which changes to silver gray hair when the pup 
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learns to Swim. 

The place of birth is on the breeding grounds, which takes place soon 
after the female lands, generally within two days. When first born a 
pup can not swim, and does not learn so to do until it is six or eight 
weeks of age. It is therefore utterly impossible for a pup te be born 

in the water and live. I have noticed that when a pup 
ee birth im- of this age is put in the waterit seemed to have no 
idea of the use of its flippers, and was very much ter- 

rified. A pup is certainly for the first six or eight weeks of its life a 
land animal, and is in no sense amphibious. During 

anvibiow, Pst this period also a pup moves very much like a young 
kitten, usingits hind flippers as feet. A mother seal will 

at once recognize her pup by its ery, hobbling over a thousand bleating 
pups to reach her own, and every other approaching her save this one 
little animal she will drive away. From this fact it is my opinion that 
if a pup lost its mother by any accident it would cer- 

et nena pups die ot tainly die of starvation, for it would not be allowed to 
derive nomishment from any other female. <A pup, 

however, seems not to distinguish its mother from the other females 
about it. When six or eight weeks of age the elder seals, generally the 
mothers, force the young seals into the water and teach them to swim. 
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I have seen a mother seal carry her pup out a little way into the 
water and force the little animal to use its flippers. 
Finally, after repeated trials, the pup learns to swim, 
and from that time on spends a good deal of time in the water; but 
still the greater portion of these first months of its life are spent on 
land sleeping and nursing. 

A good many pups are killed at this period of life by being dashed 
against the rocks by the surf, which is particularly violent about these 
islands. 

The only means of sustenance for a pup while it remains on the island 
is nursing, which it continues till it takes its departure 
sometime in November, as a rule; but during one ex- 
ceptionally warm winter some seals remained about the island during 
the whole winter. During this first summer of their existence, after 
the breeding grounds have been broken up, it is possible to take posses- 
sion of every pup on the islands and mark them so they could be recog- 
nized in the future. I am of the opinion that, provided the weather 
remained the same the year round as it is in the summer, that the seal 
herd would stay in the vicinity of the Pribilof Islands during the 
entire year, for the seal evidently considers these islands its sole home. 
The cause of leaving is, as I believe, the approach of 
cold weather, with snow and ice, and perhaps a lack of 
food supply. . On leaving the island the pup goes southward with his 
mother and Compaen through the Aleutian passes into the Pacific 
Ocean. While I was acting as purser on the steamer Constantine I ob- 
served during the months of January, February, and March numerous 
seals in the inland waters or along the coast between Port Townsend 
and Sitka. Never a day passed but on looking over the rail seal could 
be seen sleeping on or disporting in the waters. One day in the bay of 
Sitka I saw several hundred seals asleep in the water, but at the splash 
of an oar they immediately disappear. These seals were in all cases 
much more timid than about their island home, where they evidently 
realize they are practically safe. 

During June and the first part of July the females and pups go 
through the Passes, and, entering Bering Sea. again seek the islands. 
During their second. summer the young seals herd “together, the females 
not going upon the breeding grounds. Again in ‘the fall they leave 
their. home on the approach of cold weather “and make the second mi- 
gration south. After this migration the females, now “two-year-olds” 
or “ virgin cows,” go on the breeding rookeries, and the young males on 
the hauling g erounds. The temale this season is probably fertilized. As: 
general rulet the impregnation is bythe bull, to whose harem she belongs, 
and not by the young males, as has sometimes been stated. These young 
males always pursue a female when she is allowed to leave the harem 
and go in the water, but she refuses them. I am posi- ae 
tive from my observations that copulation in the water, coy n water im 
could not be effectual, and would be a most unnatural 
occurrence. 

After this season and the migration following, the three-year-old cow 
lands again on the breeding rookery and gives birth to 
one pup; twoat a birth is as rare an occurrence as a 
cow bringing forth two calves, and during my entire experience I never 
heard of this happening but once. The cow alter bringing forth her 
young remains on the rookery until again fertilized by the bull, which 
is, I believe, within two weeks. After the fertilization she is allowed 
to go to and from the water at will, in search of food, which she must — 
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obtain so she ean nurse her pup. She goes on these feeding excursions 
sometimes, I believe, 40 or more miles from the islands, and as she swims 
with ereat rapidity, covers the distance in a short time. She may go 
much farther, for I have known a cow to be absent from 
her pup for tivo days, leaving it without nourishment 
for this period. This shows how tenacious of life a young seal is, and 
how long it can live without sustenance of any sort. The three-year-old 
male has meanwhile landed on the hauling grounds and is now of the 
most available age to kill for his pelt. 

When the male reaches the age of seven or eight years he seeks the 
rookeries, and is then able to maintain his position 
against his fellows. He hascome earlier than formerly 
to the islands, having arrived in May, and after a little investigation 
has landed upon the breeding grounds, giving battle to 
all who endeavor to usurp his place. I have seen 
twenty cows or more about a bull, but of course the exact number in a 
harem is a matter of conjecture, as many cows are absent in the water 
at all times after the season has fairly commenced. I am of the opinion 
a bull can easily and effectively serve fifty or more Cows in a season, 
and I think at first he will fertilize six to eight aday. From their 
arrival in May for three or four months the bulls remain constantly 
upon the rookeries, never leaving their positions and never eating or 
drinking, and sleeping very little. When they arrive they are enor- 
mously fat, weighing from 500 to 700 pounds, but when they depart in 
August or ’Septe mber they are ver y lean and lank. 

The principal food of the fur seal is fish, which abound in all parts 
of Bering Sea, except in the neighborhood of the Pribi- 
lof Islands during the season the seals are on land. I 
have seen a fish in the mouth of a seal in the water, and have also seen 
fish in their stomachs when cut open. It is my belief they eat some 
kelp also 

The above facts in relation to the habits of the fur seals are from my 
own observations, which have in all cases been corroborated by the 
natives on the island of St. George, with whom I had many conver: 
sations in relation to these matters. 
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SAMUEL FALCONER. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, U.S. A., this 19th day of April, 1892. 
SEVELLON A. BROWN. 


Deposition of Samuel Falconer, assistant Treasury agent in charge of St. 
George Island. 


PRIBILOF ROOKERIES. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington ss: 


Samuel Falconer, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 61 years 
of age and am now a wool- grower by occupation. My 
residence is Falconer, McLean County, State of North 
Dakota. In October, 1870, having been appointed assistant Treas- 
ury agent for the seal islands in Bering Sea, I proceeded to said 
islands and from that time until Au «ust, 1876, I remained con- 
stantly in charge of St. George Island, excepting during the winter of 
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1874-75. Tor a few days during each one of these years I visited St. 
aul Island, never remaining there for any length of time, however. 
Kach season while I was located on the islands I made a careful ex- 
amination of the breeding grounds on St. George Island, noting particu- 
larly the areas covered by them; and I now recollect the condition of 
said rookeries and the approximate area which each of them covered in 
the year 1874. I have carefully examined the lines _.....,, 
OF). CERO = erification of 
drawn by Thomas F. Morgan on exhibits signed by him charts made by 
and marked Exhibits H, 1, J, and K; that the lines Thomas F. Morgan, 
in red on said exhibits practically represent the areas 
so covered in 1874; but I think that in some instances, hereafter 
stated, Mr. Morgan has been a little too conservative in his estimates. 

On Starry Arteal Rookery (Exhibit H) the line should be extended 
along the shore to the eastern limit of the pond, shown on said Exhibit, 
and should extend nearly as far again up the hillside. 

On North Rookery (Exhibit J) the line does not, in my judgment, 
extend as far back from the shore as it should, as there had been a great 
increase since 1871 on this particular rookery. 

I would further state that there was a perceptible in- 
crease in all these areas from 1871 to 1874. 

I would also state that the spaces indicated asareas yi. ants of 3 
over which seals have at various times hauled, on said stanley Brown. 
Exhibits, by J. Stanley Brown (as I am informed and 
believe), are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, correctly desig- 
nated. 


Increase. 


SAMUEL FALCONER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, U.S. A., this 20th day of April, 1892. 
|L. 8.| SEVELLON A. BROWN. 


Deposition of Max Heilbronner, secretary of the Alaska Commercial Com- 
pany. 


SEALSKIN RECORD OF: ST. GEORGE ISLAND, ALASKA, 1871 TO 1889, 
INCLUSIVE. 


Showing the dates, the rookeries from which the seals were driven, and the number killed 
from each drove. 
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860 20 eNontheastwe:.- eee 400 

1, 056 20 SOUU HVS Une = een ialal 

890 21. Starry Arteel and near.. 920 

837 23. Northeaste-: os. eee 703 

805 | 25S INOEGHCAS tos eee eae 400 

960, 25. Starry Arteel and near-. 552 

643 Zi SOubnWestoe nee see eee 227 

981 27. Starry Artec] and near-. 285 

885 2. ANOLtHCAS tye anes oes 350 

245 - 

641 25, 000 

574. 

1873. 

198 | July 5. Starrie Arteel and near. 517 

240 Sle Southiwesie: soe 2s ee 743 

285 S. INonthieastee =n be eees 616 

190 9. Starrie Arteel and near. 650 

275 iis Northeast s--o-= oasese 974. 

300 lie Soubhiwestiees== 4-3 ssse 602 

521 Sua Lhe Adee lees eee ATA 

378 13: Northeast sees ee 345 

174 TSH Southwestiss-—--e eee 337 

313 16. Starrie Arteel and near. 480 

596 iq. Nowiheaste==-so5- eee 1, O97 

870 LSE IS OUNWesb. soe] eee 913 

180 20. Starrie Arteel and near. 1,359 

499 Zip sNorilheastieees s2 eee 1,810 

195 23° MUIR ATC elie - see 889 

241 23. NouUbhiwest.- 25. eeeeee 513 

301 24 Northeastmecs sas: ose 1, 710 

493 PATS ISKOWNS IN ROSH Sele 5 ee 600 

310 26. Starrie Arteel and near. 5&8 

168 28. Northeast and near. ...- iaets 

332 —- 

564. 25, 000 

592 
187A. 

128s\euly 3. Northern ete so.) ese 792 
56 Sy eNOLGNEAS te. eee 641 
81 9. (Nortlierm 25-2 e er eee D438 

116 14. Near and northeast. .--- 263 

154 15. Near and northeast. .-- 534 

250 16. Starrre Arteeles- 5. soso 5(8 

170 1S: Southwestes se. ee o 411 

304 19) sNortheastes. eee eee 871 

178 22: INOTtherm) see eee ene 77 

378 242 NoLbherice = see eee een 668 

575 = 

686 10, 006 

800 
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S75: 
Kalled-for food’) -222.--- ZY Aine, 2oneNOLENEAst 2.222 eee ee 692 
June 1. Starrie Arteel and near. 50 | 30. Starrie Artee]l and near. 1, 412 
9. Starrie Arteel and near. 206) | Jiuly= obs Northeast 2-25-6022" (aye 
ld Northeast: S22222 2222: - 177 7. Starrie Arteel and near. 1,019 
14. Starrie Arteel and near. 307 LENO DMeORSt 2225 = ses oe 1,073 
lib Northieast s-2- 5) ee. 358 42 oNonbherng: 22 ee 676 
18. Starrie Arteel and near. 334 ie NOrbiernssss ese oe sees aly /7 
19 sSoutliwesh 32225-25225. 1, 294. 
23. Northeasticseaseee ose 666 10, 000 
24, Starrie Arteel and near. 540 
1876. 
Killed for food during June 24. Starrie Arteel and near. 2, 067 
fall and winter. .-...- 307 | PiseNOTUneasbepes =. =54eee- 1, 168 
tind elle NOT tennessee as oar 108 28. Starrie Arteel and near. 1,23 
8. Starrie Arteel.......-.. dial July 3. Northeast. 2s-.. 22225252 1, 259 
Ig IN\OneEnVeIes 65 ees Sage 388 6. Starrie Arteel and near. 1, 027 
ee IS OMUNN ES Ue eee ee 599 VEINOLGNeASb= samen eae mee 317 
15. Starrie Arteel and near. 784. = 
Zo NeNOLLNEAS bee ene eae 581 10, 000 
IS Wires 
Killed for food in fall and June Zoo sNorbheast ess eo a see 552 
Wintenec. so ee nae 256 26. Starrie Amteeli--4- 5... =. 1, 860 
June le NOGUReCASb e253 eae 198 20 Nor tlieasts 3-2 ee 1, 589 
He Staurnie, Arteeloe= ss oe 702 | July 3. Starrie Arteel and near. 1, 669 
lee NORBeASt aes 578 GrNOrivheastt = seer 2, 164 
14S Southwest. -=-- os. 255 1, 389 OFeNORGH eri mesa ees 300 
18. Starrie Arteel and north- LOS sNonthieaste. -- ose eaee 880 
Giles Aor als Sees 1, 154 
20 ANortheaste--- 2-425" 4 838 15, 000 
22. Starrie Arteel and near. 871 
1878. 
Killed for food in fall and July 2. Starrie Arteel and near. 930 
WOME Terese ee yo ore ere 405 ZA Southwestiescsssee-ee oe. 1,433 
Dune Os Northeast=.--2s.25 see. 385 So Norbhieastese= see. 2a eee 793 
4A ESOULMIWEStisos a5 so 1, O74 9. Starrie Arteel.......-.- 11, 83333) 
17. Starrie Arteel and north- 12> SOUtHWeSteeeee oo. oe 328 
(STAM SD eee Sk es 5 aed Sa $58 lise Sohn, eease Glee oese 1025: 
LOM SOmohiwesbe see sete ee ee 717 Loy-Northeasti.o22.22:.- 255 1, 892 
22. Starrie Arteel and near. 70 iS ONO RGM ss yoy 1, 290 
Zn NOLGNed Sut ee ene ose 324 IG tarriesArbeeles ss 2-5 We oye 70 
ilies OMG MWS besser oe ae 851 Zils ANIOLPHNGAS aoe ao ene oo ee 1,114 
Dam SOMU MW eSbie ye eo oe 17 — 
way. “t Northeast: ...-.5..--..- 644 18, 000 
1879. 
Killed for food in fall and JUNE 25s SOUbhWestit see eae =. 522 
Wil Mele eros se ce S11 JieSOUtlnwestieeeeee ees mess 286 
PIM Guo eNGAss ea ae 69 | Zils WUuILELe ATE) 222- ==>. ee uit) 
LOS sNortheastes- s-220 55. 445 S03 Nontheastia. 2s se. 1, 5&4 
HESS ombhwestiesacc-s5-2s-- 105) |SJiuly 35 Starrie Arteel. 22. -..- 1, 412 
12. Starrie Arteel and near. 413 SO OUtliwesti ee. 23-4. Se 849 
se SOUtMWESUS 225-5002 <2 Sue AS SOU Westie Hee ee oe 351 
Ga Noriheaste. 2-4-5. 5 2 445 be NoLtheast=asssn es. 20e 535 
ies SOUbuiWweSt - eee ae 498 (eeNonthernigte > yi gear 8 1, 738 
19. Starrie Arteel and north- OM SlarnievATtegleeeeee sae ta 26i 
CLD aes stein oe TDD TAN Orhleasts2 2. <a ee.ss 1, 636 
20a Soubhiwestc 5-cs550. 6 430 5 SNoOrtlern! snes eo ess 2. 863 
ZOS Northeast s- seers a. 473 UG Sombhiwestres. 4-2-0. 42 800 
23. Starrie Arteel and near. 515 - 
Ad. SOUL WESt.. as sees so- 574 20, 000 
ZOsNOLtH ASU aac cece 882’ 


170 TESTIMONY 
1880. 
Killed for food in fall and June 
WIT bGls ya soe tee 169 
RUN Oge34 NOL 42-2 s aep ee ee 81 
Sa Northeas tee pteeaee ae 33 
ie StarnievArteela.25-..-2s— 562 
(4 Northeast, - 5: - = 351 | July 
THM SOUL lINMeS base ce ease ee 734 
Mipstarrie Arteell).s==s.5-4- dT 
ie AUupadn Ores = eases aee 254 
1G), ZANPEGHNO Reson Se sees- 223 
19h Northeast. 2252-2 as- one 596 
21. Starrie Artec] and near. 1, 182 
Jil (SOuuM West. 6 o-.52 =o 618 
ZoneNOLbheast - s-.222 eee. oe 811 
1881. 
Killed for food in fall and June 
Will GET Ste eee eis 640 | July 
June 9. Northern . A re - eeee 611 
G3) Wort Wem <=5655 Ssoce¢se6c 916 
1 Dee SOUGMIWIES Doss. fee eee 494 
G2 SbarviesAnteelesssse cece 615 
AA), Suan) Niele se see Gosc 445 
Pile NOTORCASb oes once 575 
Ose SOUL ES bas oat eee 447 
PB SHSOUNH MY RERUSS oka ee Benes 227 
Zaa eS LanTleeAnT teCle seep ante 288 
24, Northeast)ce os. hess e se 553 
i, Suni nieellen see fees 814 
DO seeNOruheastiee sees ese oe oe 744 
Pais PSOULU INCE aees Saeeee ase 373 
OL SOU ERS ookoSeoaeeec 324. 
1882. 
Killed for food in fall and winter. 534 | July 
JAINe WG] ONOLTNeEM 2 ose oe 26 
12. Starrie Arteel and north- 
CASlE oe ee ee 508 
16. Starrie Arteel and north- 
CAS bent cee een eee 887 
19. Starrie Arteel and north- 
CHET SH hcl Uo at te a aes a 926 
22. Starrie Arteel and north 
: (OVS naan aes Sine we ey ale 7 847 
24, Starrie Arteel and north- 
CaSbeie = ate Peo. s tee , 192 
26. Starrie Arteel and north- 
Castes. aha soe eee , 040 
29. Starrie Arteel and north- 
CASU oss eo ee 1, 273 
July 1. Starrie Arteel and north- 
CASTS SPER SED wee , 063 
1883. 
Killed for food in fall and winter. 403 | June 
June 12. Starrie Arteel and north- 
Casters ss ato see 139 | 
15. Starrie Arteeland north- 
Caster cee eee e eee 283 | July 
19. Starrie Arteel and north- 
Cagterns : sos ae eee 61 
22. Starrie Arteel and north- 
Gasternesaso eee eas 379 
25. Starrie Arteeland north- 
Casters. s-2 es eee ee 684 


2s (SOW KeSb sans eee cae 833 
25. Starrie Arteel -.--.:---: 1, 320 
20; eNorchea steer ces sane 1, 764 
DOS OMUNWOS D-eeseee ee ae 843 
SO wi SclprierAmteels see ae aes 808 
iPS Notheast= eee eee ae 392 
Ze SOubn estas. 42 =e eee 961 
2° Noibierne sss see ate 954 
He StarpiG Arbeelee ease. 6 515 
GS Nonthesa stress eee 1, 481 
(i OOULIWESt-=ssseeeneee 1, 810 
5. Northeast. eee 948 
20, 000 
30s. StarriesArteeles soe esse 707 
ieeNonthiGasityemeeee saa 1, 371 

4. Starrie Arteel and north- 
C2) 8 ee eae Ae Aa) 
Or Southwestes== eee 476 
Uo INOMONCHISI Sosecn SaeesAe 1, 350 
8, Starrie Artech 2s) sce 362 
iS eNortheastisesee es eceeee 1, 300 
12 Jstarnie Arleclessssseee 498 
Oe SOU iiss =e seen 769 
14 US OUGWeSbs. > eee ee ee 590 
13: Nortleast 2. =o ae ae 1, 705 
15S Noublerniee se. e eee ae 1, 627 
20, 000 

3. Starrie Arteel and north- 
CaS bee eae eee 910 

4. Starrie Arteel and north- 
CaS beets ens 2 aeons 1, 382 

7. Starrie Arteel and north- 
Ca8b. SoS eae eeeeeeee 1, 946 
10. Northeastern. ---.-----: 1, 368 
11. Starrie Arteel and near. 1, 104 
13 Northeastem== 4 5-556 1, 074 
14.) Starnie Arteel- 4. ss5.ece 524 
15. Northeastern. .-_....--- 643 
16. Starrie Arteel and near. 1,015 
LeseNorbheastern- a5 sees 1, 083 
LOS INorbhernis=.2 eee eee 510 
20; Northeastem: 2-5 252222 145 
20, 000 

28. Starrie Arteeland north- 
CASEIN tes se eee 449 

30. Starrie Arteel and north- 
GaAStern ee oem 608 

2. Starrie Arteel and north- 
éasterny $e ee ea 340 

4. Starrie Arteeland north- 
Gastern seer ee eee 287 

7. Starrie Arteel and north- 
eastenneeees cee eee 645 
9.-Sowthwestis.----s22eeeenloon 


July 10 


10. 
11. 


RELATING TO 


Southwest --- 
Northeast ---- 


StarriresArteeless oe see 


. Northeast..-- 
». Southwest ... 
. Starrie Arteel....-- 
. Northeast. --- 
. Southwest --. 
. Northeast.-.-. 


Killed for food in falland winter. 


June 3. 
10. 
LES 


Killed for 
June 1. } 
10. 


15. 
Aerts 
18. 
22. 
27. 


29. 


Northeast. - - - 


food in fall and winter- 


Killed for food in fall and winter. 


June 9, 


14, 
16. 


Starrie Arteel and north- 


ST. GEORGE ISLAND. 1 


1883—Continued. 


_ 
ws 


OT 


July 


Aug. 


Aug. 


1885. 


196 
118 


780 
775 
802 
825 
414 


775 
401 


July 


20M Southiwesties-22--5-- 5 = 1, 150 
2a. Ntartie-Arteele-= = 2. 766 
2h INontheaste: 5.202 ee soe: 77 
Pfs ISRO HRs a= 606 
30. Starrie Arteel and north- 
CAB UE ates Fer tore ane 501 
6 Starrie Arteel and north- 
CAST Hare orem Ee ee 379 
PS *Noruheast. ss ses eee 94 
15, 000 
Me SOUbhWwies times sae Seer 87 
9. Starrie Arteel and north- 
Cashes eh Cas parihe Staee 1, 260 
12 Southwest 2 4e-. 00. = 971 
4 sNortheast {kee eee 29% 
ae NOE terme a eee 465 
16 —Southwestss-.22 2-2... 726 
ee Northeastes ee se sa0) ee 990 
18. Starrie Arteel.......__. 5Ob6 
25+ SOUtMWESD 122 22.02 2526 795 
235 Starrie Arteeles. 2) = - 744 
25 ae Noruneast=2- ones eo 55 
26: (South westeo.o2. sooo ..- 572 
30s Starrie Arteel 2225.4. 26 640 
AP Northeast: 225-2 0222228 224. 
° 15, 000 
1. Starrie Arteel and north- 
Castes hha tae se sees 2, 287 
GLa SOUbmWeSst =4- seen eens 789 
10. Starrie Arteeland north- 
Casta es eee ee 2, 156 
IS SOSOUUhIWES teeeee ete ee = Oia 
16. Starrie Arteel and north- 
Casts het tere a 2,218 
ZO mM SOUbhWwestmacae see. oe 483 
15, 000 
He SOUL iESipen eet cee ee 620 
be Sbarrie Arteelasas 52. 499 
6 Northeast. soe 648 
OMstarnie: Arteeles se. <= 865 
RSS OUIbMWieSbi yee eee 745 
13. Northeast -- 888 
15. Starrie Arteel land north- 
GSMS SS er Scere Stee ee 707 
LOMAS OUbhwestrets yeaa eee 663 
20. Starrie Artcel and north- 
CaS tet emctececeer se ,otl 
Zoe eNOLUReASteeaneceee ne. =. 294 
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Killed for food in fall and winter. 
dune. -8; Northeast..2-...5-2— 52 
13. Northeasts2s. 2sssee" = 
15. Southwest 52 sees oe eee 
20s, Somthwestiee eee coe 
. Starrie@Arteell oc acs. 22 
DA VENONDNCAND Sees doe oe 
Ai scSOUbnIWeSbi tec r eee eee 
27. Starrie Arteel and north- 


297 Northeast.<2) 3022 3c eee 
July sl; Starrie Arteel2ss: ---=- 
APS Sonttihiwesti-ee cease e eee 


Killed for food in fall and winter. 
June 6. Northeast 
i Southiwest 4.52 eeeeeoe 

11. Starrie Arteel and north- 

OLIN hi e.e eee 

15. Starrie Arteel and north- 


T8:sSouthwestics act seace oe 
18. Starrie“Amteelss222425- 
DOS bARtlevAT feels ssa ae 
Dh SOUbH WESbl sen eee coe 
26. Starrie Arteel and north- 


Dike NOLtheastee esata es 
29 starrie Arteele- 2 -2.-- 
July, 2s southwestss-s- 222-2. - 
3. Northeast 
AP Sarre rAcbeeleee seeee ee 
GaeNoLchneastr saeco enone 
Oo Souvhiwest..-ca-- se - 22-4 


Killed for food in fall and winter. 
Afi, Ce INOW ia oenos secede 
10. Southwest 


Jie INorabeastice 2222s ae 
22. Starrie Arteel and north- 


20. Southwest 
25. Northeast 
ile HOOMbMIWeS themes aoe 
29. Starrie Arteel 
30. Southwest 
July 2. Starrie Arteeland north- 


Tes SOUbbWestioot eee oe 
9, Starrie Arteel..2-==.2.. 
ie Southiwestres -ese-eeeee 
13. Starrie Arteel and nurth- 


Recapitulation of seals killed for their skins on the St 


to 1889, inclusive. 


TESTIMONY 
1887. 
282 | July 6. Starrie Arteel and north- 
383 OLN 22 eee Stee eee 1, 321 
465 i. Northeastwea-enaceeess 421 
427 10" Southwest 2-22 Seeesnee 70 
261 11. Starrie Arteel and north- 
974 OTM: ose beet see as 1, 296 
533 13: Northeastescse.a-se ee 1, 509 
599 18. Southwest). )-s255---- 1, 077 
18. Starrie Arteel- 3225.5. 4. 894 
846 20. INortheast2aa-seeee oe 1, 130 
409 22. Starrie Arteel and north- 
100 ey 0 ee ae 489 
883 - 
15, 000 
18838 
418 | July 10. Starrie Arteel_-.......- 1, 169 
121 iit Northeastiates-cese see 810 
272 13. Starrie Arteel and north- 
(i eae eA ee 508 
455 16. Southwest.....-.=..... 694 
17. Starrie Arteeland north- 
227 6rm. teertt atsg ness , 090 
427 19° Southiwesheesaseseessee 366 
324. 20. Starrie Arteeland north- 
74 1s eee Se Ba 550 
908 234 SOULMWWeStase see neeee ee 179 
24. Starrie Arteel and north- 
894. CRIs es Seta aes 405 
43 25 Soubhiwestu. ==. ates see 159 
341 26. Starrie Arteel and north- 
341 OLN. 2. esc sey eee 520 
530 Die SOlULbhWwiest.-== see eee 142 
503 2s Starrie) ATteel sess a+ see 407 
648 
389 15, 000 
1889. 
1, 293° |; July 15.-Sowthwest 2222-2 s2s55 otl 
156 16. Starrie Arteeland north- 
275 OTs gnc eee ee , 028 
244 18: + Southlinvest)=s2-eee sees 43¢ 
Ms 19. Starrie Arteel and north- 
176 OPN. 2c. 42502 S22 t esse , 140 
22) 4S OM Oste see noes oe 500 
284 22. Starrie Arteel and north- 
596 UNECE Sees ate 628 
496 JAS Soubhiweso) -s.o--seeere 279 
223 25. Starrie Arteel and north- 
429 OMe 3.052 4 eee ee , 450 
167 27. Starrie Arteel and north- 
@Giz< 2h tate eee 942 
275 Tih SOUL ES) «5. aeeeeteaee 568 
29. Starrie Artee] and north- 
418 OD: = Sudo eee 613 
229 
269 15, 000 
192 
667 


ISTost Ae 1OMOZE | ISTO 2esee eo 10,:000-.Ag81 soso 20; 0001) tS86sa-- <r 15, 000 
TGT2CS <n Da OOO cI SIT a. = tT OO0) aA SROs cnet ree 90,000: | A887 25-2222 15, 000 
I eee RS D5 W0Os 1818 - ces. ETO1O00n), 1883s eee 15, 000 | 1888......... 15, 000 
ISA ceetees 1650005) 1879. o ieee S000. P1884 ee ee 15, 000 | 1889........-15, 000 
18lb-csteance 10, 000 | 1880 ......-- 20, 000 | 1885 .....--- 15, 000 


RELATING TO ST. GEORGE ISLAND. ES 


I, Max Heilbronner, secretary of the Alaska Commercial Company, 
of San Francisco, do solemnly swear that the foregoing “ sealskin 
record of St. George Island, Alaska, 1871 to 1889, inclusive,” is formu- 
lated and compiled from the books of said company kept on said is- 
land, now in my custody, and is correct and true according to my best 
knowledge and belief. 

Max HEILBRONNER, 
Secretary Alaska Commercial Company. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Louis Kimmel, assistant Treasury agent on St. George 
Island. 


IIABITS. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Louis Kimmel, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a resident 
of La Fayette, Indiana, and am 63 years of age. Dur- 
ing the years 1882 and 1883 was the assistant Treas- 
ury Agent located on St. George Island of the Pribilof Group. I ar- 
rived on the island May 31, 1882, and remained there continuously 
until the latter part of July, 1883. 

While on the island I studied the habits of the fur seals in order 
that I might be able to perform my official duty. The Arrival of pulls. 
bulls (males 6 years old and upwards) began to come ©ows, bachelors. 
to the island the first part of May. The cows did not come till the latter 
part of the month and the first part of June. The bachelors, or young 
males, began to arrive about the same time asthe cows. The bachelors 
try to land on the breeding rookeries occupied by the bulls, but are 
driven off by the older males and are compelled to herd together by 
themselves separately from the bulls and cows. A male seal is over 5 
years of age before he is able to maintain himself on the breeding 
rookeries against the attacks of his fellows. The breed- 
ing rookeries are never disturbed in any way by the em- 
ployés on the island and the most stringent rules are enforced against 
the use of firearms, allowing dogs upon the islands, 
or disturbing the seals in any manner. The bachelors 
are the seals which are killed by the lessees of the islands, the killable 
age being from two to five years; all seals which are not 
males or which are not of the correct age are separated 
from those to be killed and allowed to return to the water. Under no 
circumstances is it allowable to kill a female of any age. The killable 
seals, after being separated from the remainder of the herd, are driven 
by the natives to the killing grounds. After every 
“drive” that took place while I was on the island I 
went back over the ground along which the seals had been driven to 
see if any seals had been killed by overdriving. ‘The 
entire number of seals killed in all these “drives” did 
not exceed one hundred, and the majority of them were killed by the 
large seals crushing the smaller ones to death. In every case of a seal 
being killed on the “drive,” I, as Government agent, imposed a fine in 
order that they might be more careful in the future. 


Experience. 


Maturity of males. 


Management. 


Killing. 


Driving. 


Overdriving. 
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A cow never suckles any but her own pup. When a strange pup ap- 
proaches a cow she will drive it away {rom her; and 
out of thousands of pups huddled together she will 
single her own. It is my opinion that if a mother is 
killed her offspring dies of starvation. In performing my official duty 
I frequently visited the breeding rookeries, and during 
iny entire stay on the island I never saw more than 400 
dead pups on all therockeries. A new-born pup seal is nuable to swim 
and is airaid of tlle water. I have seen acow seal push 
her pup from a rock into the water where it floundered 
about in a helpless manner until the mother would go 
in, take itin her mouth as a cat carries kittens, and bring it again ashore, 
only to again push it off the rock into the water, My ‘observation has 
oe eee been that apup is generally about two months old betore 
sible. it can Swim. Itis my opinion that a pup born in the 
water would drown in a very few minutes. 

A bull never leaves the breeding rookery during the entire breeding 
season, Which is a period of from two to three mouths. Soon after a cow 
brings forth her young she goes into the water to get 
food. I know from actual observation that they go at 
least 20 miles from the islands, but how much farther Iam unable to 
state. 


A cow suckles only 
her own pup. 


Dead pups. 


Pups learning to 
swim. 


Females feeding. 


Louis KIMMEL. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 25th day of March, 1892. 
[L. 8.] _SEVELLON A. Brown, 
Notary Public in and jor the District of Columbia, U. 8S. A 


Deposition of Thomas F. Ryan, assistant Treasury agent on St. George 
Island. 


HABITS, MANAGEMENT, PELAGIC SEALING, 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Thomas F. Ryan, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Lam aresident 
of Indianapolis, Indiana, and am 51 yearsold. During 
the years 1885 and 1886 I was Assistant Treasury 
Agent, residing on St. George Island, one of the Pribilof Islands. 
I arrived there about the 1st of May, 1885, and remained there un- 
til August 9, 1886. In order to perform my duty as agent I made a 
careful study of seal life on the island, ‘and ex canine 
as far as I was able into the habits of the fur seal. 
The bulls generally begin to arrive on the island during the first 
part of the month of May. The cows begin to appear about June 
1, aud the young males, cr bachelor seals, about the same time. 
The seals which are “driven” and killed are bachelors between 

the age of 2 years and 5 years. No females are al- 

No females killedon lowed to be driven or killed. The breeding reokeries 
elds, are never disturbed in any way. The rule that “the 

Firearms forbidden, USe Of firearms is forbidden between May 1 and De- 

cember 1, except as permitted by the Government offi- 
cer,” was enforced while I was onthe island. No dogs are ever allowed 
upon the islands. The cow gives birth to her pup soon 
atter arriving on the breedin; g rookeries, and I think a 


Experience. 


Arrival of seals. 


Birth of pups. 
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cow never gives suck to any pup Save her own; I jud ge Aner ee only 

this from my own observation. A pup does not swim aa 

when first born, and is generally two months old before — P'rs swimming. 

it goes into the water. I have seen the stomachs of several seals after 

they were killed and they contained only pieces of fish, which seemed 

to be their sole food. I do not know whether they eat kelp or not. 
The bulls do not eat at all while on the breeding rookeries. The 

cows, however, eat and sometimes go 60 miles to get 

food, and perhaps farther. Old experienced poachers Bul, fasting. Fe- 

informed me that they remained that distance from the i 

islands to capture the seals when they caine to feed. I estimate that 

the seals killed by pelagic hunters are at least 90 per 

cent females; this estimateis based on the great num- , Ninety per cent 

: = i taken females. 

ber of motherless pups I have observed on the rook- 

eries, and also on statements made to me by many enga ged in pelagic 

sealing whom I met and conversed with at Unalaska. 

There was but one successful raid on the rookeries while 

I was upon the island, and but 125 seals were killed. I do not consider 

that raids on the rookeries have anything to do with 

the decrease of the number of seals. I am further Driving not injuvi- 

satisfied after my two years’ experience that the driv- °"~ 

ing of male seals to the killing grounds by the natives could be of no 

possible injury to seal lifeon the islands. I think the 

seals ought to be protected both in Bering Sea and the Bee oe neces: 

North Pacific Ocean, and pelagic sealing entirely pro- ~~ 

bibited in those waters, or else a close season estab- Ve 

lished, beginning March 1 and ending either Septem. , Prohibition, orclose 

ber 1 or October 1. In case the seals are not protected 

in this manner, I believe that they will be exterininated within five 

years. 


Raids on islands. 


Ths RYAN, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of March, 1892. 
[L. 8.] SEVELLON A. Brown, 
Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, U.S. A. 


Deposition of W. B. Taylor, assistant Treasury agent on St. George Island. 
MANAGEMENT; HABITS; PELAGIC SEALING. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

W.B. Taylor, of Omaha, Nebr., being duly sworn, deposesandsays: Lam 
41 years of age, Secretary and Treasurer of the Globe Loan and Trust Coin- 
pany, of Omaha, Nebraska, and am not and never have been in any way 
connected with any company engaged in the seal-skin industry. In the 
year 1851 I was Assistant Treasury A gent for the sealislands. [arrived 
on the islands in the latter part of May of that year, and after a week’s 
stay on St. Paul Island was detailed to St. George, remaining there until 
the latter part of August. Since then I have not been on the islands. 
While on St. George I was on the killing grounds every 
day during the season, and visited the rookeries almost 
daily, both im connection with my official duties and for the purpose 
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of studying seal life. From carefully observing the erounds formerly 
occupied by breeding seals, as pointed out to me by the natives, and 
from statements made me by those on the island, I believe there were 
more seals on the islands in 1881 than in any year 
sce’ BNmerous in previous to that time. I believe that the increase and 
decrease of seal life can be certainly told from accurate 
measurements of the breeding grounds, because the seals herd to- 
gether as closely as possible, whether there are few or many of them. 
But the number of seals can not be estimated with even approximate 
accuracy, because of the roughness and unevenness of the ground, and 
because during the height of the season a majority of 
the females (called cows) are out at sea feeding, being 
often obliged to go 30 or more miles from the islands for this purpose, 
and not returning till late at night. I think the number of seals here- 
tofore estimated has been largely exaggerated, and no dependensé can 
be placed on any estimate as to their numbers. 
During the year I was on the Island of St. George I did not see to 
_ exceed twenty-five dead pups on the rookeries, and the 

“agar” Coad PUPS ™ Hodies of these were not emaciated, but had evidently 
been killed by the old bulls climbing over them in their 

combats. From my observations 1 am convinced a pup must be 6 
Pp ltl oes OC 8 weeks old before it can swim, and that a fe- 
pea 6 male generally teaches her own pup the use of his flip- 
pers. Birth in the water would mean immediate death 

to the pup, both because of the fact last stated and from the further 
fact that for a day or two after birth a pup is entirely helpless. In my 
judgment, then, a seal pup for the first few weeks of its 
life is a land quadruped and in no sense an amphibian. 
I believe that a seal is naturally a land animal, as all 
copulation, birth, and nursing takes place on shore, and the only reason 
I think the seals seek the water is-because they are 
compelled so to do in order to obtain food. This is 
verified from the fact that the seals remain on land as 
long as possible, until the need of food and severity of the weather 
compel them to take to the sea. A female when she returns from the 

; feeding grounds will always select her own pup from 
echoes, ly all those on the rookeries, and will givesuck to no other. 

It is therefore my opinion that if a mother seal is killed 
the pup will certainly die of starvation. 

I made a very particular examination and study of the methods em- 
ployed by the natives in driving ai.d killing the yourg 
ales, or bachelors, and in my opinion these methods 
are the very best that could be adopted, and I can conceive of no other 
way which could be employed and preserve seal life so effectually. In 
starting a drive the bachelors are driven from the hauling grounds, 
which are separated from the breeding grounds. Great care was always 
taken not to disturb the breeders; no one was ever al- 
lowed to go on the breeding grounds during the rutting 
season, all observations as to the habits being made from overhanging 
cliffs or some elevation in the vicinity of the harems. Inever saw but 

one female killed out of the 20,000 taken on St. George 
Senne ee Eile YT stand” int LSet, amen that was accidental. A drive is 

always made between 2 and 6 o’clock in the morning, 
when the weather is cool and there is less liability of overheating theseals. 
Seals are driven as slowly as is possible and still keeyp 
them in motion. Ido not think that there were fifty 
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seals killed during the season by overheating and smothering, and in 
all cases the skins of these were taken and counted with the other 
skins transported to the salt houses. I never saw or heard of the gen- 
erative organs of a male seal being injured by redriving, and it seems 
to me to be utterly absurd that anyone could think that an animal 
with such wonderful vitality as is possessed by the male seal could be 
injured or his reproductive powers impaired by driving or redrivine. 
if such a thing should occur it would be at once noticeable, for the im- 
potent bull would certainly haul up with the bachelors, having no in- 
clination and vigor to maintain himself on the rookeries. 

It is my opinion that a bull is able to serve from three to five cows a 
day, and certainly over a hundred in aseason. I have ay 
; i 5 ropagating power 
seen over forty cows at one time in a harem, and the ofbuils. ° 
bull who possessed this harem was continually striving 
to obtain more cows. There was but one raid on the 
rookeries while [ was there, and that took place on Otter Island, about 
sixty skins being taken. After that raid the Government kept a man 
on Otter Island during the entire summer to protect it from marauders. 
Raids on the islands never affected seal life to any ex- 
tent. Since my residence on the Pribilof Islands I 
have kept a very careful watch of the progress of events there, and 
have interviewed a great many connected with the seal industry. I 
am of the conviction that the reported decrease in seal 
life on these islands can be attributed to no other cause _ Decrease due to 

: ; : f pelagic sealing. 
save pelagic sealing. While I was located at St.George Bs 
Island in 1881 pelagic sealing was then and previous to that time had 
been of very little consequence, having very slight effect upon seal life. 
Not more than four or five vessels were engaged in pelagic sealing in 
1881 in the waters of Bering Sea, and prior to that time a still fewer 
number were so engaged. But since 1881 this industry te eee 
has grown yearly until now about a hundred vessels are sewers. es 
destroying the seals jn great numbers, and, as Tam in-  yyocty fomak 
5 - men A , : y females ta- 
formed and believe, the great majority of those killed ken. 
are females. Then too, large numbers are killed in this — waste of life. 
way which are never recovered or reported. It is, there- a 
fore, in my opinion, necessary that the seals should be ga.°°°"" "ee 
protected, and all killing in the water prohibited inall |. 

3 i ie P : Hspecially in Ber- 
waters which the seal herd frequents, and especially in’ ing Sea and Aleutian 
Bering Sea and while the herd are en route to and P*ses- 
from the islands through the Aleutian passes. 


Harems, 


Raids on islands. 


W. iB. TAYLOR. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, U.S. A., this 26th day of April, 1892. 
[L. 8.] SEVELLON A. BROWN. 


Deposition of George Wardman, assistant Treasury agent on St. George 
Island. | 


HABITS; MANAGEMENT; PELAGIC SEALING. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

George Wardman, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, being duly sworn, de- 
poses and says: Iam 50 years of age, and editor of the Pittsburg Press. 
In 1879 as a journalist I made a trip to Alaska on the United States reve- 
nue steamer hush, during her summer cruise. On that trip I stopped at 


27 16—VOL ——12 


178 TESTIMONY 


many points along the northwest coast, the Alaskan coast, and the Aleu- 
tian chain, and also visited the Pribilof Islands and St. 
Michael, going as far north as Bering Straits. On April 
4, 1881, I was appointed Assistant Special Treasury Agent for the Seal 
Islands, and immediately after such appointment proceeded to San Fran- 
cisco and sailed for the islands, arriving there in the latter part of May. I 
was then detailed by Colonel Otis, Special Treasury Agent for the Seal 
Islands, to the Island of St. George, and until May 29, 1885, I remained 
in charge of that Island. During that time I returned but twice to the 
United States. I made careful examination of the rookeries each year, 
and after the first year I compared my yearly observations, so that I 
might arrive at some conclusion as to whether it was possible and ex- 
pedient to increase our portion of the quota of skins to be taken on 
St. Geerge Island without injuriously affecting seal life there. I am 
satisfied from my observations that the breeding grounds on St. George 
covered greater areas in 1884 than in 1881, and that 
seal life materially increased between those dates; and 
this fact was verified by all the natives on the island. In fact there 
was no disagreement by anyone located on the islands as to that point. 
Jam further satisfied that during this time there was 
always a sufficient number of males to fertilize the cows 
on the rookeries; otherwise there could have been no increase in the 
breeding grounds. 

While I was on the island I never saw more than twenty-five dead 
pups on the rookeries during any one season. I have seen occasionally a 
dead one among the bowlders along the shore, which had probably been 
killed by the surf; but these dead pups were in no instance emaciated. 

A cow will not suckle any pup but her own. Of this I 
eo aoe only am convinced, because I have seen cows drive off other 
pups when they approached them, and wait until they 
appeared to recognize their own. I further think that if a mother were 
killed her pup would starve to death, for she suckles the pup during 
the time it remains on the island, and it has no other means of subsist- 
ence. During the rutting season the bulls generally 
remain upon land, while the females are constantly 
Pups learning to going to and from the water, feeding and bathing, and 
aia teaching their pups to swim, as I believe, which the 
pups are unable to do for the first six weeks of their existence. In 
fact, a pup is afraid of the water during these six weeks and needs 
a good deal of coaxing at first to get him to go into it. Young pups 
can not be driven into the water by men, and when I tried to drive 
them in before they had learned to swim they would invariably run 
back from the water. While located on St. George I 
became thoroughly acquainted with the methods of 
driving, handling, and killing the bachelor seals by the natives. I 
believe those methods are the very best that could be adopted for the 
preservation of the rookeries and conservation of seal life. 

A female was never killed while I was on St. George, except by acci- 
dent. Seals were rarely killed by overdriving; but 
when such an accident occurred the skin was taken off 
and included in the quota. Often after the drive I 
went over the ground where the seals had been driven and counted 
those left on the road. They were very few in number and did not 
affect seal life in general on the island. The only injury I ever noticed 
from redriving was that the hind flippers of yearlings 
which had been driven several times would be slightly 
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abraded. They were footsore, you might say, but there was no in- 
jury to the reproductive organs of the males driven. I am satisfied 
the natives would have noticed it and spoken to the Government 
agents about it if we had overlooked the fact. My attention was never 
called to anything of this kind, and in all my experience I never heard 
oft a male being so injured. Even if a male were driven once a day for 
ten successive days, [ am certain that such driving would not impair 
his future usefulness as a progenitor of his species. 

I am of the opinion that all killing of seals in the Pics fa 
water should be prevented, both in Bering Sea and the gar" "e°e* 
North Pacitic, because the seals thus killed are slaugh- ye 
tered without discrimination as to age or sex. In case_ ,,indtseriminate kill- 
such killing be prevented in the water, such regulations =~ 
can be enforced upon the islands that the Pribilof seal herd will yield 
a supply of skins for an indefinite period without reducing the size of 
the herd. If, however, the killing of seals in the water is not pre- 
vented, all calculations looking toward the preservation of them on the 
islands by the Government and the lessees will be of no avail, and the 
Alaska seal will be exterminated. As seals are found in large numbers 
over 100 miles from the isiands during the entire sum- Re 
mer, a zone 30 or 40 miles about the islands in which = “°° "Ss 
open-sea sealing were prevented, if such could be done, would be of 
comparatively little protection to seal life. 

GEO. WARDMAN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, this 15th day of April, 1892. 
CuHas. L. HUGHES, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Daniel Webster, agent of lessees on St. George Island. 
MANAGEMENT AND HABITS. 


ST. GEORGE ISLAND, Pribilof Group, ALASKA, U. 8. A., ss: 
Daniel Webster, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 60 years 
of age, and am a resident of Oakland, Cal.; my occupation is that of local 
agent for the North American Commercial Company, and at present Iam 
stationed on St. George Island, of the Pribilof Group, 
Alaska. Ihave beenin Alaskan waters every year but 
two since I was fourteen years of age. I first went to Behring Sea in 
1845 on a whaling voyage, and annually visited those waters in 
that pursuit until 1868, at which time the purchase and transfer of 
Alaska was made to the United States; since that time I have been 
engaged in the taking of fur seals for their skins. In 1870 I entered 
the employ of the lessees of the Pribilof Islands and have been so en- 
gaged ever since, and for the last thirteen years have been the com- 
pany’s local agent on St. George Island, and during the sealing season 
have, a part of the time, gone to St. Paul Island and took charge of the 
killing at Northeast Point, which is known to be the largest fur seal 
rookery in the world. For ten years prior to 1878 I resided most of the 
time at Northeast Point, having landed and taken seals there in 1868. 
I have had twenty-four years’ experience in the fur-seal industry as it 
exists in the waters of the North Pacific and Behring Sea, and have 
made a very careful study of the habits and conditions of this useful 
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animal. During this period it has been my duty as a trusted employé 
of the lessees to observe and report, each year, the condition of the 
rookeries. My instructions were explicit and emphatic to never per- 
mit, under any circumstances, any practices to obtain that would result 
in injury to the herds. ‘These instructions have been faithfully carried 
out by myself and other employés of the Jessees of the Islands, and 
the laws and regulations governing the perpetuation of seal life have 
been rigidly enforced by all the Government Agents in charge of the 
Islands. 

In my twenty-three years’ experience as a whaler in Behring Sea and 
the North Pacific, during which time I visited every 
part of the coast surrounding these waters, and my 
subsequent twenty-four years’ experience on the seal islands in Berhing 

and Okhotsk seas, | have never known or heard of any 
Paras Sa ica cee place where the Alaskan fur seals breed except on the 
lanis. Pribiloff Group in Bering Sea. These islands are iso- 

lated and seem to possess the necessary climatic con- 
ditions to make them the favorite breeding grounds of the Alaskan fur 
seals, and it is here they congregate during the summer months of each 
year to bring forth and rear their young. Leaving the 
islands late in the fall or in early winter, on account of 
the inclemency of the weather they journey southward through the 
passes of the Aleutian Archipelago to the coast of California, Oregon, 
and Washington, and, gradually working their way back to Bering 
Sea, they again come up on the rookeries soon after the ice disappears 
from the shores of the islands; and my observation leads me to believe 
that they select, as near as possible, the places they occupied the year 
before. The young seals are born on the breeding 
rookeries in June and July. The head constitutes the 
greater part of this animal at this time, and they are clumsy and awk- 
ward in all their movements, and if swept into the water by accident 
or otherwise would perish from inability to swim—a fact that I have 
often observed, and one which is well known to all who have paid any 
attention to the subject. Practically they remain in this helpless 
condition, though taking on fat rapidly, until they are from 6 to 7 
weeks old, when they commence to go into the shal- 
low water, and, after repeated trials, learn to swim; 
but even then they spend most of their time on land until they leave 
the islands late in November. During the first few weeks after their 
birth they are not amphibious, and land is a necessity to their exist- 
ence. The mother seals go out to sea to feed soon after 
giving birth to their young, and return at intervals of 
from a few hours to several days to suckle and nourish their young. 

The mother seal readily distinguishes her own offspring from that of 
others, nor will she permit the young of any other seal to suckle her. 
ft have noticed in the killing of young seals (pups) for food, in Novem- 
ber, that their stomachs were full of milk, although apparently the 
mothers had not been on the islands for several days previous. I have 
observed that the male seals taken in the forepart of the season, or 
within a few days after their arrival at the islands, are fat and their 
stomachs contain quantities of undigested fish (mostly cod), while the 
stomachs of those killed in the latter part of the season are empty; 
and they diminish in flesh until they leave the islands late in the season. 

Tam of the opinion that while the female often goes 
iden de nothers leave Jong distances to feed while giving nourishment to her 
young, the male seals of two years old and over seldom, 
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if ever, leave the islands for that purpose until they start on their 
inigration southward. When the seals are on the breeding grounds 
they are not easily frightened unless they are too nearly approached, 
and even then they will go but a short distance if the cause of their 
fright becomes stationary. 

It is impossible to estimate with any sort of accuracy the number of 
seals on the Pribilof Islands, because of the seals being | ; 

é ; : mpossible to esti- 

constantly in motion, and because the breeding grounds mate number of seals 
are so covered with broken rocks of all sizes that the © islands. 
density varies. I think all estimates heretofore made are unreliable, 
and in the case of Elliot and others who have endeavored to make a 
census of seal life, the numbers are, in my opinion, exaggerated. Meas- 
urements of the breeding grounds, however, show an increase or de- 
crease of the number of seals, because the harems are always crowded 
together as closely as the nature of the ground and temper of the old 
bulls will permit. My observation has been that there was an expan- 
sion of the rookeries from 1870 up to at least 1879, 
which fact I attribute to the careful management of the, 2spansion of rook. 
Islands by the United States Government. In the year ; ay 
1880 I thought I began to notice a falling off from the year previous of 
the number of seals on Northeast Point rookery, but 
this decrease was so very slight that probably it would ,.)ectease noticed in 
not have been observed by one less familiar with seal 
life and its conditions than I; but I could not discover or learn that it 
showed itself on any of the other rookeries. In 1884 ; 
and 1885 I noticed a decrease, and it became somarked ,,{"¢ im 188 and 
in 1886 that everyone on the islands saw it. This 
marked decrease in 1886 showed itself on all the rookeries on both 
islands. 

Until 1887 or 1888, however, the decrease was not felt in obtaining 
skins, at which time the standard was lowered from 6 RS 
and 7 pound skins to 5 and 44 pounds. The hauling ,foyuction of stand 
grounds of Northeast Point kept up the standard 
longer than the other rookeries, because, as I believe, the latter rook- 
eries had felt the drain of open-sea sealing during 1885 and 1555 more 
than Northeast Point, the cows from the other rookeries having gone 
to the southward to feed, where the majority of the sealing schooners 
were engaged in taking seal. There was never while I 
have been upon the Islands any searcity of vigorous 
bulls, there always being a sufficientnumber to fertilize all the cows com- 
ing to the Islands. It was always borne in mind by those on the Islands 
that a sufficient number of males must be preserved for breeding pur- 
poses, and this accounts partly for the lowering of the standard weight 
of skins in 1888. The season of 1891 showed that male seals had certainly 
been in sufficient number the year before, because the pups on the 
rookeries were aS many as should be for the number of cows landing, 
the ratio being the same as in former years. Then, too, there was a 
surplus of vigorous bulls in 1891 who could obtain no 
cows. Everycare is taken in driving the seals from the 
hauling to the killing grounds, and, during the regular killing season of 
June and July, there are no’females driven because, at this season, they 
are on the breeding rookeries and do not intermingle with the young males. 
If oceasionally one does happen to be in the drive great care is taken 
not to injure her; the law prohibiting the killing of the female seal is 
well understood by the natives, and they are thoroughly in sympathy 
with it. Hven were I to request them to kill a female seal they would 
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refuse to do it, and would immediately report me to the Government 

Agent. Ihave known an occasional one to be killed by 

pogmales killed only accident during the food drives late in the season when 

f the males and females intermingle on the hauling 

grounds, but the clubber was always severely rebuked by the chief for 
his carelessness as well as by the Government and Company Officers. 

My observation is that the number of female seals killed on the 
Islands from all causes is. too insignificantly small to be noticed. The 
longest drives made on St. George Island are from 
‘Starry Ateel” and “Great Eastern” rookeries, and 
they are less than 3 miles long. Drives from these rookeries require 
from four to six hours, according to the weather. At Zapadnie rook- 
ery, on St. George, the drive to the killing grounds is less than a mile, 
the seals are now being killed there instead of being driven across the 
Island as they were prior to 1878, when it took three days to make the 
journey. There is now a salt house at Zapadnie, at which the skins are 
salted as soon as taken. The killing grounds on both Islands are all 
situated within a very short distance from the shore, and seals not suit- 
able to be killed, or that are turned out for any cause, immediately go 
into the water, and, after sporting around for an hour or two, they re- 
turn te the hauling grounds, and to all appearances they are as uncon- 
cerned and careless of the presence of man as they were before they 
were driven to the killing grounds. I have often observed that the seals 

when on the Islands do not take fright easily at the pres- 

se ptmeness of the ence of man; and the natives go among them with im- 

punity. They will go into a herd of seals on the haul- 

ing grounds and quietly separate them into as many divisions and sub- 

divisions as is necessary before driving them to the killing grounds. At 

the killing grounds they are again divided into bunches or “ pods” of 

twenty or thirty each more readily than the same number of domestic 
animals could be handled under the same circumstances. 

The bulls on the rodkeries will not only stand their ground against 
the approach of man, but will become the aggressors if disturbed. 
Pups are tame and very playful when young, and, previous to 1891, 
when it was the practice to kill three or four thousand for natives’ food 
in November, thousands of them were picked up and handled to deter- 
mine the sex, for only the males were allowed to be killed. Hair seal 
and sea lions haul out on the Islands and are seldom disturbed, yet 
they will plunge into the water at once should they discover anyone 
upon their rookeries, but it is not so with the fur-seal. They seem at 
home on the rookeries and hauling grounds, and they show a degree of 
domestication seldom found among similar animals. At Northeast 

Reduction of length Point rookery on St. Paul Island the longest drive is 
of drives. 2 miles. In former times the Russians used to drive 
from this rookery to St. Paul village, a distance of 124 miles. Seals 
turned away from the killing grounds return to the rookery from which 
they were driven, therefore a male seal is not redriven day after day, 
because a hauling ground is always given several days rest before being 

No injury from re. Griven from again. I never’saw or heard of the gen- 
driving. erative organs of a male seal being injured by driving 
or by redriving, and if such a thing had taken place, even in excep- 
tional cases, the natives would have noticed and reported it, which 
they never did. I have seena seal’s flippers made sore by driving, but 
I never saw one that was seriously injured by driving. I do not believe 
that a male seal’s powers of reproduction were ever affected by driving 
or redriving. 
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The bulls maintain their positions on the rookeries from the time 
they arrive till the cows come by most bloody battles, and after the 
cows commence arriving they are continually contending for their pos- 
sessions. During these conflicts they are often seriously wounded, and 
their exertions are far more violent than any effort made by a young 
male during a “drive.” Then, too, the male seal must have great vi- 
tality to remain on the rookeries for three months without eating or 
drinking and with very little sleep. In spite of this drain on his vital 
force he is able to fertilize all the cows which he can get possession of, 
and a barren cow is ararity. I believe that a bull can serve one hun- 
dred or more cows, and it is an absurdity to think that 
an animal possessing such remarkable vigor could be 
made impotent by being driven or redriven when a “ Bachelor.” An 
impotent bull would have neither the inclination or vigor to maintain 
himself on the rookeries against the fierce and vigorous possessors of 
harems. The only bulls hauling up away from the breeding rookeries 
are those whose extreme old age and long service have madethem impo- 
tent and useless, and I have never seen or heard tell of anything that 
would make an exception to this rule. The methods 
employed in taking the skins are, in my opinion, the 
best thatcan be adopted. The killing grounds are situated as near the 
rookeries and hauling grounds as is possible without having the breed- 
ers or bachelors disturbed by the smell of blood or putrefaction, and 
most stringent regulations have always been enforced to preveny dlis- 
turbing or frightening the breeding seals. 

Tam convinced that if open-sea ‘sealing had never been indul eed i in 
to the extent it has since 1885 or perhaps : a year or two cf 
earlier, 100,000 male skins could have been taken an- nearest eet eer 
nually forever from the Pribilof Islands without de- az :, 
creasing the seal herd below its normal size and condition. The cause 
of the decrease which has taken place can be accounted for only by 
open-sea sealing; for, until that means of destruction to seal life grew 
to be of such proportions as to alarm those interested in the seals, the 
seal herd increased, and since that time the decrease of the number 
of seals has been proportionate to the increase in the number of those 
engaged in open-sea sealing. The majority of seals killed in the water 
are females, and all the females killed in Behring Sea are mothers who 
have left their pups on the rookeries and gone some distance from the 
Islands in search of food. The death of every such mother seal at sea 
means the death of her pup on shore, because it is absolutely and en- 
tirely dependent on her for its daily sustenance. I 
never heard of any disease among the seal herd, nor of a; cas not subject to 
an epidemic of any sort or at any time in the history 
of the Islands. I donot remember the precise date of the first success- 
ful raid upon the rookeries by sealing schooners, but I 
do know that for the past ten years there have been 
many such raids attempted, and a few of them successfully carried out, 
and that as the number of schooners increased around the Islands, the 
attempted raids increased in proportion, and it has been deemed neces- 
sary to keep armed guards near the rookeries to repel such attacks. 
Although a few of the raids were successful, and a few hundred seals 
killed and carried off, from time to time during the past ten years, the 
aggregate of all the ‘seals thus destroyed is too small to be mentioned 
when considering the cause of the sudden decline of seal life on the 
Pribilof Islands. 

Twenty-four years of my life have been devoted to the sealing in- 
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dustry in all of its details asit is pursued upon the Pribilof Islands, and 
itis but natural that I should become deeply interested in the subject 
of seal life. My experience has been practical rather 
than theoretical. I have seen the herds grow and mul- 
tiply under careful management until their numbers were millions, as 
was the case in 1880. From 1884 to 1891 I saw their 
tors? om 1854 numbers decline, under the same careful management, 
until in the latter year there was not more than one- 
fourth of their numbers coming to the Islands. in my judgment there 
is but one cause for that decline and the present con- 
peadie ccaling alone, dition of the rookeries, and that is the shotgun and 
rifle of the pelagic hunter, and it is my opinion that if 
the lessees had not taken a seal on the Islands for the last ten years we 
would still find the breeding grounds in about the same condition as 
they are to-day, so destructive to seal life are the methods adopted by 
these hunters. I believe the number they secure is 
small as compared with the number they destroy. Were 
it males only that they killed the damage would be temporary, but it is 
mostly females that they kill in the open waters, and it is plain to any- 
one familiar with this animal that extermination must soon follow un- 
less some restrictive measures are adopted without delay. 
N. B.—The foregoing is substantially the same statement that I 
Statement to the Made to the commissioners who visited the islands in 
commissionersin1891. 1891, 


Growth up to 1880. 


Waste of life. 


DANIEL WEBSTER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, an officer empowered to admin- 
ister oaths under section 1976, Revised Statutes of the United States, 
on this the 11th day of June, 1892, at St. George Island, Alaska. 

Wm. H. WILLIAMS, 
Treasury Agent in charge of Scal Islands. 


TESTIMONY RELATING TO SEIZURES IN BERING SEA. 


Deposition of Charles A. Abbey, captain, U. S. R. M. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 


Charles A. Abbey, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 5J 
years of age, and am captain in the Revenue Marine 
of the United States, and have been in the service for 
nearly twenty-eight years. From June, 1886, until the latter part of 
August, 1886, I was in charge of the revenue steamer 
Corwin, cruising in Bering Sea for the purpose of pro- 
tecting seal life, the fur-seal industry, and the Government interests in 
Alaska generally. On June 10, 1886, I left the Columbia River, pro- 
ceeding to Unalaska, and thence on the 27th day of June into Bering 
Sea, my destination being the Pribilof, or Seal, Islands. Soon after 
leaving Unalaska we began to see seals in the water about the steamer. 
Within seven hours after leaving Unalaska I sighted 
the schooner Sierra, of and from San Francisco, with 
her boats out sealing, in latitude 54° 20’ north, longitude 166° 35’ west. 
Before I could overhaul her her boats were called in and all evidences 
of sealing were out of sight. There were seal skins in her hold, but as 
there was no evidence that any had: been taken in Bering Sea, I dis- 
armed her, she being without a permit for use of arms and ammuni- 
tion, and let her go. The next morning sighted the 
schooner City of San Diego, of San Francisco, in lati- , 
tude 55° 52’ north, longitude 168° 25’ west. As she 
also had no permit for arms and ammunition, I disarmed her. 

I then called at the Pribilof Islands and cruised abont them for 
some days without seeing any vessels of any kind. On the 3d day of 
July cruised northward, returning to St. Paul on the 10th; it was very 
difficult to find the island because of the dense fog. On the 13th went 
south and west. Reached Atka Island on the 15th; thence went 
easterly along the Aleutian Islands. On the 17th seized 
the schooner San Diego, of and from San Francisco, in ,.40”" Piso seized, - 
latitude 54° 4’ north and longitude 166° 46’ west. She 
had 577 seal skins on board, and the captain confessed to having taken 
seals in Bering Sea. I took her into Unalaska that night. 

On the 26th of July I was again off St. Paul Island, and the agent of 
the Alaska Commercial Company came on board and 
informed me the sealing season on the island was ended, 
and the day before the agent at St. George Island had 
informed me of the same factin relation to thatisland. On August Ist 
I seized a boat containin g three men and eight dead seals. Proceeding 
southeasterly, seized another boat with men and several 
dead seals on board. Seized the schooner Thornton, of 
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and from Victoria, British Columbia, in latitude 55° 45’ north and lon- 
gitude 168° 25/ west. The two boats seized belonged to the Thornton. 
The same evening seized the schooner Carolena, of Vic- 
Carolenaseized 1886. tonia British Columbia, in about the same locality. 
Half an hour later seized four boats belonging to the Carolena with dead 
seals on board. That night spoke schooner Twilight, 
sealing, but the captain stated they had taken no seals 
in Bering Sea, and on-account of the schooners I had in tow I was 
unable to overhaul her. 

The next morning at 4:10 sighted a schooner, evidently a sealer, but 
was unable to pursue her, owing to the fact of having the Thornton and 
Carolena in tow. At 4:40 a. m. spoke the schooner Onward, of Vic- 

toria, British Columbia, in latitude 55° 10’ north and 

Onward seized, 1886. longitude 167° 40’ west. The master acknowledged 

he had been sealing in Bering Sea. Boarding her and 
finding seal skins and unskinned dead seals.on board, I seized her and 
took her also in tow. At 7:20 a.m. sighted another schooner, but she 
fled, and outsailed us. At 11 a. m., sighted a schooner under shortened 
sail. She at once changed her course and made all sail southeast and 

escaped. Reached Unalaska that night. The Thornton 
ioe seized, had on board four rifles and six shotguns; the Onward, 

one rifle and thirteen shotguns; the Carolena, four 
rifles, one musket, and five shotguns. Altogether, the vessels I seized 
had over 2,000 seal skins. My orders made no dis- 
tinction as to seizing English or American vessels, and 
each vessel seized received the same treatment without relation to the 
nationality of its crew or owner. Fogs are almost 
constant in Bering Sea in the summer time. During 
the fifty-eight days I cruised in those waters fifty-four days were foggy 
or rainy, the other four days being partly clear. On this account it is 
most difficult to seize vessels in Bering Sea. The reports of the guns 
of the hunters might often be heard when no vessel could be seen. 

For fifteen or twenty days at a time I did not see the sun, and never 
while in Bering Sea did I see a star, the night being continually over- 
cast or foggy. Our position was in nearly all cases determined by dead 
reckoning or bearing of the land. The following statements here made 
in relation to open-sea sealing are based upon my own observation, and 
also upon information I received from conversations with forty or fifty 

men engaged in open-sea sealing in Bering Sea. The 
z eonnere, S78 of average size of the sealing vessels is from 25 to 50 tons, 

and the number of the crew varies from 10 to 20 or 
25. A vessel is fitted out with about 4 to 6 boats, or 6 or 8 canoes. 
The white hunters used either a Winchester rifle or a double-barreled 
shotgun, and a gaff with a shaft 4 or 5 feet long. The Indians use a 
toggle-headed spear, with a shaft 7 or 8 feet in length. 
Each boat has a rower and one or two hunters, and is 
also provided with a compass, small amount of provisions, ammunition 
locker, seal knives, and a shortclub. The boats, on being lowered from 
the vessel, provided the water is fairly smooth, go toward all points of 
the compass, and I have found them as far as 6 miles from the 
schooner. 

The white hunter in a boat, when a seal appears on the surface, if 
within 50 yards, fires at it. If killed outright, the seal 
immediately sinks, and the boat is rowed for the place 
where it sank; but I do not think they recover many seals thus killed, and 
every sealer stated that they seldom expected to get a seal when killed 
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outright. It is almost impracticable to take a seal in the water unless 
it is wounded so that it is stunned, when it goes into a “flurry,” simi- 
lar to that of a whale when wounded. The boat then being pulled 
alongside, the seal is gaffed and dragged into it. The skill of the 
hunter has a great deal to do with the number of seals secured of 
those killed or wounded, but the most expert does not 
get more than half he hits and the average for hunt- 
ers in general would be about three in ten. It is impossible to distin- 
guish the sex of a seal in the water, unless it is an old bull. [am un- 
able to state anything as to the proportion of females taken, but the 
seal-hunter shoots every kind of seal he sees. In my opinion open-sea 
sealing is very destructive, and unless prohibited will “ine 

result in the extermination of the species at no very ,../°UPMon neces 
distant day. I also believe that it would be utterly 
useless 10 protect the rookeries on the seal islands and not protect the 
seal herd while in Bering Sea. 


IN BERING SEA. 


Proportion lost. 


C. A. ABBEY. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, 1892. 
[L. S.] SEVELLON A. BROWN, 
Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, U.S. A. 


Deposition of L. G. Shepard, captain U. S. Revenue Marine. 
PELAGIC SEIZURE. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 


L. G. Shepard, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 


of age; a resident of Washington, D.C., and am cap- 
tain in the U.S. Revenue Marine Service, chief of divi- 
sion Revenue Marine, Treasury Department. In com- 
mand of the revenue steamer Lush, 1 made three cruises 


Iam 45 years 
Experience. 


Cruises in Bering 
Sea. 


to Bering Sea in the years 1887, 1888, and 1889 for 
the purpose of enforcing existing law for protection of seal life in 
Alaska and the waters thereof, and also to protect other Government 
interests in Alaska. Pursuant to orders received from the Treasury 
Department, I sailed from San Francisco June 4, 1887, arriving at Una- 
laska on the 15th of that month. On the 18th I commenced cruising 
in Bering Sea. I hereby append to and make a part of this affidavit a 
table, marked A, giving the names of the vessels seized 
by me in Bering Sea while violating the law of the 
United States in relation to the taking of fur-bearing animals (all these 
vessels so seized were unmistakably engaged in sealing), together with 
the date of the seizure in each case, the nationality, rig, tonnage, hail- 
ing port, master, and managing owner of each vessel, the longitude and 
latitude in which each vessel was seized, the white men, Indians, and 
Chinamen on board at the time of seizure, the number 
of sealskins and the weapons on each vessel. In the 


Seizure of vessels. 


Seizure of Chal- 
lenge, Anna Beck, W. 


cases of the Challenge, Anna Beck, W. P. Sayward, 
Dolphin, Lilly L., Grace, and San José the vessels were 
towed to Unalaska, and their sealskins and arms were 
taken from them, and they were sent to Sitka. The 
Ellen, Albert Adams, Annie, Alpha, and the Kate and 
Anna were disarmed and the sealskins taken on board 


P. Sayward, Dolphin, 
Tilly L., Grace, San 
José, 1887. 


Seizure of Hilen, Al- 
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the Rush at the time and place of seizure, and they too were sent to Sitka. 
Allthese vessels reported there, except the Hllen and San José, going 
to San Francisco, and the Albert Adams, to Victoria, British Columbia. 
J again sailed from San Francisco, the 3rd of J uly, 1888, and entered 
Bering Sea about the 16th of the same month. Owing 
to the large number of vessels seized in 1887, very few 
sealing vessels entered Bering Sea to take seals in 1888, and I made 
no seizures. J only saw two vessels in the sea during 
that season, one of which, the Juanita, of Victoria, 
British Columbia, was engaged in taking seal at the time we sighted 
her, which was August 5, in latitude 54° 38” north, 
longitude 166° 54” west. In 1889 I again sailed from 
San Francisco for Bering Sea on June 1, and arrived at Unalaska 
June 16. Began cruising in the sea eight days later. I hereby ap- 
pend to and make a part of this affidavit a table ees B, giving 
the names of the vessels seized by me in Bering Sea while violating 
the laws of the United States in relation to the Palais of fur- bearing 
animals, together with the date of seizure, nationality, rig, tonnage, 
hailing port, master, managing owner, latitude and longitude in which 
seized, and the white men and Indians on board at the time of seizure, 
the number of sealskins and weapons on each vessel seized. In nearly 
every case of those vessels named in Table B, they had boats out en- 

gaged in sealing. <All of them were ordered to go to Sitka, but none of 
them reported there, all going to their home ports. The Black Diamond, 
the. Minnie, and the Pathfinder were each placed in 
charge of aspecial United States officer, who protested 


Entered Bering Sea. 
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Black Diamond. 


Minnie. in vain against the noncompliance with the instruc- 
Paine tions given to proceed to Sitka. The Minnie in spite 


of the officer on board continued sailing in Bering Sea 
until August 17, and secured during that time 478 se¢ skins. 

I her eby append to and make part of this affidavit the number and 
names of vessels fitted out for sealing boarded and ex- 
amined by mein Bering Sea or the waters of Alaska 
Territory during the sealing season of 1889, together with the date of 
such boarding, nationality of the vessel, rig, tonnage, hailing port, 
master, owner, latitude and longitude, white men and Indians on board, 
seal skins and weapons found. The last three columns of said table are 
incomplete, from the fact that the officers boarding failed to get definite 
statements on these points. They were not seized, because evidence 
was wanting as to their having actually sealed in Bering Sea. During 
these three years I had frequent conversations with the masters and 
crews of sealing vessels in relation to open-sea sealing. From these 
conversations, and also from my own observations, I make the follow- 
ing statement in relation to pelagic sealing: The weapons used by seal 
hunters are rifles, shotguns, and spears. The Indians 
use Spears, and a canoe contains two Indians, the fore- 
most thus armed. The white hunters use principally shotguns, but in 
some cases the rifle. A boat contains a hunter and a rower and a 
steerer. Whenever a seal comes within gunshot range, the white 
hunter fires at it. If killed outright, the seal sinks almost immediately 
and in nearly every case is lost. When so wounded 
that itis unable to dive, it goes into a “ flurry,” and 
the boat being pulled up rapidly, it is gaffed and dragged on board. The 

gaff used by seal hunters is about 5 feet in length. 

It is very hard to estimate the number lost of. those shot, but I should 
judge an expert hunter would lose cer tainly from 40 
to 60 per cent, and a hunter not particularly expert 
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would lose from 80 to 85 percent. Lexamined the skins taken from seal- 
ing vessels seized in 1887 and 1889, over 12,000 skins, and 
of these at least two-thirds or three-fourths were the Mostly pregnant fe- 
skins of females. Of the females taken in the Pacific 
Ocean, and early in the season in Bering Sea, nearly all are heavy with 
young, and the death of the female necessarily ¢ causes the death of the 
unborn pup seal; in fact, I have seen on nearly every vessel seized the 
pelts of unborn pups, which had been taken from their mothers. Of 
the females taken in Bering Sea nearly all are in milk, and I have seen 
the milk come from the carcasses of dead females lying on the decks of 
sealing vessels which were more than 100 miles from the Pribilof 
Islands. From this fact, and from the further fact that I have seen 
seals in the water over 150 miles from the islands 
during the summer, I am convinced that the female, , Wemales feed 150 
after giving birth to her young on the rookeries, goes i 
at least 150 miles, in many cases, from the islands in search of food. It 
is impossible to distinguish a male from a female seal 
in the water, except in the case of a Very Ole ypudl.: See Muisun suse 
when his size distinguishes him. Therefore open-sea 
sealing is entirely indiscriminate as to sex orage. I ‘ eau kill- 
consider it necessary for the preservation of the seal | 
herd which resorts to the Pribilof Islands, and for the prevention of 
their early extermination, that pelagic sealing should ae ae 
cease in all waters which they frequent. Poneieca-<a- ae 

I do not know and I never heard of any other place along the Ameri- 
can coast or islands where the fur-seals haul up, and it = 
5 Sars Z Ee ; and only on is- 
is my opinion that the fur-seal pup of the Alaskan lands. 
herd is born nowhere else but on the Pribilof Islands. ' 
It is my belief that a pup born in the water would ,,5¢2s 2! bor on is- 
drown, for I am convinced from statements made me 
by the natives and those thoroughly familiar with seal habits that a 
pup for the first weeks of its life is unable to swim. It _ 
is my opinion that should pelagic sealing be prohibited ,40u™S PUPS cannot 
in a zone 30, 40, or 50 miles about the Pribilof Islands 
it would be utterly useless as a protection to seal life, because female 
Seals go much farther than that in search of food, and 
because fogs are so prevalent about those islands that 
it would be impossible to enforce any such prohibition. 

L. G. SHEPARD, 
Captain U. S. Revenue Marine, 
Chief of Division, Revenue Marine. 


Zone useless. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, U. 8. A., this 27th day of April, 1892. 
[L. S.] GEO. Y. COFFIN, 
Notary Public. 
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TESTIMONY RELATING TO THE RUSSIAN SEAL ISLANDS. 


Deposition of John G. Blair, master of the Leon, now in service of Rus- 
sian Sealskin Company. 


PELAGIC SEALING AND RUSSIAN ISLANDS. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

John G. Blair, of San Francisco, having been duly sworn, deposes 
and says: I am 57 years old, and an American citizen, and am now 
and have been for the past 14 years, until recently, master of the 
schooner Leon, formerly in the service of Hutchinson, Cole, Philipeus 
& Co., and now employed by the Russian Sealskin 
Company. During all this time I have been constantly 
engaged in the fur-sealing industry, and am familiar with the habits 
of these animals both on the land and in the water. I was in charge 
of and attended to the killing of seals upon Robben 
Island for the lessees from 1878 to 1885, inclusive, ,q7ycpargeeet Rom 
taking from one to four thousand seals per annum in 
each of these years for their skins, and have visited the islands in the 
Leon every year except two since 1885 to the present date. During the 
two years excepted I was sealing on the Commander Islands. In 1870, 
as I am told by Capt. Daniel Webster, who was familiar with the facts 
and interested in the expedition, the island was occupied by the crew 
of the bark Mauna Loa, who killed every seal that 
could be reached, taking about 16,000 skins. A suffi- | Raid on Robben Ts- 
cient number, however, escaped, so that several hun- fauna Loa 
dred appeared in the following year. ‘hey were not, 

I believe, again molested until 1873, when a few hundred per year were 
killed in that and each of the following years until 1885. It was esti- 
mated that 12,000 seals were born upon or visited the islands in i881, 
previous to which there had been no poaching. Since 1885 a Russian 
officer and guard has been kept there during the sealing season, and no 
seals permitted to be killed, but nearly every year since 
1885, late in the season, after the guard had been with- 
drawn, poachers have visited the islands and killed all that could be found 
at that season of the year. They secured in this way 4,700 skins in 1890, 
and left the carcasses lying onthe beach. Five hundred and forty seals 
were killed last year, and it was estimated that some 5,000 of all ages came 
to the islands, including the pups born during the season, or about one- 
half the number found there in 1880. Iam told and. be= 7 

ifference between 
lieve that the Robben Island seals can be distinguished Robben and Com- 
by experts from those on the Commander Islands, eniiele aeeer Beate: 
am satisfied that they do not mingle with them, and are — Po not mingle. 
a separate and distinct herd. They remain on and about the islands in 
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large numbers until late in the fall. I have been accustomed to leave 
in October or early in November, and seals were always plentiful at 
that time. I am of opinion that they do not migrate 
to any great distance from the island during the win- 
ter. A few hundred young pups are caught every 
winter by the Japanese in nets off the north end of Yesso Island. 
I have made 32 voyages between the Aleutian Archipelago and 
the Commander Islands, but have never seen seals between about 
: t longitude 170 west and 165 east. I am satisfied the 
prctisiede ret mia: Alaska seals do not mix with those of Siberia. I have 
gle. seen seals in winter and known of their being caught 
upon the Asiatic side as far south as 36 north latitude. 
Robben Island is very small, being 1,960 feet long by 175 feet wide, 
and in places 46 feet high. Of necessity the quarters 
of the seal hunters and. guards, as well as the killing 
grounds, are very near the rookeries, being not more than 75 feet dis- 
tant from them, yet the seals appe: ar to take no alarm from the close 
proximity of the men, paying very little attention to persons passing 
and repassing a short distance on them. If none of them were killed, 

5 ae8) _ or if the killing were properly restricted to the males, 
a ek think they would increase very rapidly and be as 

closely subject to control as the eat upon the great 

open pastures of the Rocky Mountain regions. There would be little 
trouble in catching all the young seals and branding or marking them. 
During my connection with the business several marauding vessels, 
ey | lah el both British and American, have been captured and 
etta, 1884; Helena, confiscated by Russian authorities for illegally killing 
eg aamia and seals in waters adjacent to Robben and Commander 
Lewis, 1889, and Kose, islands. Among these were the American schooner 

ears Henrietta, and the German schooner Helena, in 1884; 
the British schooner Awrania, and the American schooner James Ham- 
ilton Lewis, in 1889; and the British schooner Rose, in 1890; but I have 
never heard of any protest against these c: aptures, nor of attempts to 
recover the property. 

Return of seals to AS proving that the seals return to the islands, I put 
islands. a canvas collar upon a pup in 1880, and he came back 
to. the same rookery in the following year still wearing the collar. 

JOHN G. BLAIR, 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Migrate to no great 
distance. 


Robbin Island. 


Deposition of OC. F. Emil Krebs, agent of lessees of Commander Islands, 
and in charge of Copper Island. 


COPPER ISLAND, MANAGEMENT. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

©. F. Emil Krebs, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I ama 
native of Libau, Russia, 49 years old, and an American citizen, duly 
naturalized, and a resident of San Francisco, Cal. 
I first went to Alaska in 1869 for the American Rus- 
sian Commercial Company, of San Francisco, and was stationed at 
Atka as a fur-trader, where I remained two years. In 1871 I entered 
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the service of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., lessees from Russia of the right 
to take seals upon the Commander Islands, and was placed in charge 
of Copper Island, of this group, and so remained constantly for ten years, 
until 1881, without once leaving my post of duty. In this position the 
habits of the seals, the condition of the rookeries, the best methods of 
obtaining seal- skins for market, and, in general, every thing in and about 
the business of iy employers on the island, received my careful and 
constant attention. 

The management of the sealeries upon Copper Island, under Russian 
occupation, was left wholly to the native chiefs and ignorant laborers 
of the Russian-American Company. The work of kill- 
ing the seals and curing the skins was done by them in, Milling | seals and 
a very unsystematic, careless way; but even then it was pee 
understood that, as the seals are polygamous, the surest way to secure an 
increase of the herd was to kill off surplus males and spare the females 
and this was systematically practiced, resulting, as far as [ am aware, 
most satisfactorily. After the expiration of the franchise of the Rus- 
sian American Company, in 1867 I think it was, and their abandonment 
of the island and the execution of the lease to Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., 
in 1871, several different parties visited the island, 
killed seals injudiciously, andinflicted great injury upon, Raids between 1867 
the rookeries. They were restrained to some extent by : 
the natives from indiscriminate slaughter, but I have no doubt they killed 
more male seals than they ought to have done, and perhaps also some 
females. Upon my arrival at the island, in 1871, the na- 
tive chief told me that the seals were not as plentiful as 
they had been formerly. I announced that we intended to secure 6,000 
skins that year. They protested that it was too many, and begged that 
a smaller number be killed for one year at least. We, however, got the 
6,000 skins as proposed, and an almost constantly in- 
creasing number in every subsequent year as long as I ,,8Kins secured in 
stayed on the islands, until in 1880 the rookeries had so 
developed that about 30,000 skins were taken, without in the least in- 
juring them. This is proved by the fact that the in- 
crease for the next ten years allowed still larger num- aap ts ines 
bers to be killed, amounting, I think, in one of the 
years of the second decade of the lease to about 40 ,000 skins, 

In order to secure uniformity in the methods pur sued, respectively, 
upon the Pribilof Group and Commander Islands the gyisommityin meth. 
respective lessees of the two interests sent Capt. Dan- ods on Pribilof and 
iel Webster, an expert sealer of many years’ experience COmm#™ter lands. 
in the business, and who was at the time in the service of the Alaska 
Commercial Company at St. Paul Island, to assist and instruct me 
through the summer of 1874 in the best manner of handling seal droves, 
salting skins, and, generally, in the conduct of the business. In work- 
ing- under his direction I found that the methods pursued by the re- 
spective parties upon the differerent sealeries did not differ in any 
essential feature. The main object in both places was to select good 
skins for market and spare all female seals and enough vigorous bulls 
to serve them. When the supply of bulls is more than enough I have 
no doubt the number of offspring is diminished. The 
bulls, when overnumerous, fight savagely for the pos- Se 
session of the cow seals and unintentionally destroy 
many young in their conflicts. The healthiest condition of a rookery 

is, no doubt, when, under the laws of polygamous reproduction for this 
species, the propor tion of the sexes is properly balanced. I believe one 
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bull capable of serving at least fifteen or twenty cows with most desir- 
able results. 
The best methods of managing seal rookeries are as well understood 
and as carefully practiced as any other branch of husbandry, and the 
same methods have been pursued with such excellent results through. a 
long series of years that there can be no doubt about their correctness. 
Copper Island is some 30 miles long and from 1 to 3 miles wide. 
_ he rookeries lie on the easterly and the village and 
ar eo Kertes on the is killing grounds on the westerly side of the island, 
Between the rookeries and the killing grounds a con- 
tinuous ridge, ranging from a few hundred to 2,000 feeti in height, runs 
the whole length of the island. Over this ridge, at a point ‘where it 
reaches about 600 or 700 feet in height, all the seals 
ieee and re are driven; the journey requiring from five to twenty- 
four hours, depending upon the weather. The practice 
of thus driving them has been pursued ever since the earliest history 
of the business. Many of the seals are repeatedly driven and redriven 
" over this trailin a single summer, but I have never seen 
dns fem re any injury to them from the exertion to which they are 
a in this way subjected. The statement of an expert that 
the virility of the seal is sapped and his powers of reproduction in any 
way weakened by such redriving is not borne out by the facts. On 
the contrary, the steady and rapid increase of the herd at Copper Is- 
land, already pointed out, again proves the old adage that in this mat- 
ter, as in others, ‘theory is everywhere good except in practice.” 
J append hereto a statement showing the number of seals killed an- 
nually upon Copper Island from 1871 to 1880, inclusive. 
amber, of, sels This statement shows that 3,658 skins were taken in 
1871 to 1880. 1871. This number were shipped that year, but the 
number actually killed was in fact more than 6,000. 
C. F. Emit KReEBs. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2d day of May, 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


The following table shows the number of fur-seals taken for their skins 
on Copper Island, of the Commander group, from 1871 to 1880, inclusive, 
under the direction of C. F. E. Krebs, for Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.: 


STE CE ee Mh aR ee SHBG (MIST Tosser mete n tlc oie 11, 392 
ATO NA Cee Le eecpiy tae ean 1AHOG4 1 \S1878 See eke. =) Noe eee 20, 070 
STS ees eee A Ge ee eel ee TANGO TLC TO RG Se aos or. kut ee 25, 166 
soy ey nanan ie Rea aaa U5 1G ASO NISSO Uo. oe 30, 014 
G7p ua ak ALLE: LATICO UAE, eRe 20, 440 

LSTORIILE SRE MNT AEe 3O 8 15, 074 | Total {i 0: sae a ares 170, 919 


NorE.—There were in fact about 6,000 killed in 1871, of which only 
the numbers as above stated were shipped. In 1876 and 1877 more 
could have been taken, but the seal-skin market was depressed and 
they were not wanted. 

I certify that the above table is the one referred to in the foregoing 
deposition of C. I’. E. Krebs. 

[L. S.| CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public. 
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Affidavit of John Malowansky, agent of lessees of Commander Islands. 
MANAGEMENT; PELAGIC SEALING, 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

John Malowansky, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a resi- 
dent of San Francisco, Cal., and an American citizen, though a Rus- 
sian by birth. I am a merchant by profession, and am agent for the 
Russian Sealskin Company, and was formerly, for many years, the 
agent for Hutchinson, Kohl, Phillipens & Co., the former lessees of the 
Russian seal islands. 

During the years 1869, 1870, and 1871 I resided on the Commander 
Islands, in the pursuit of the sealing business, of which 
Thad charge. I was there again in 1887 as the agent 
of the company. I formerly lived in Kamchatka, and frequently vis- 
ited the Commander Islands between 1871 and 1887. I have also been 
a dealer in furs. I am well acquainted, from long experience and ob- 
servation, with ‘all matters pertaining to the se: aling business and the 
present condition of the fur-seal trade, especially on the Russian side 
of the Bering Sea. When our lease of the Commander Islands took 
effect in 1870, the annual catch of seals would not exceed 15,000 without 
injury to the ‘her d. There was no maximum limit in our lease as to the 
number we were allowed to kill, but under the method adopted by the 
company in taking seals, only young males with mer- 
chantable-sized skins were killed. Under this sytem the — Increase on Com- 
sealsincreased so rapidly thatin1887 wehad notroublein Wwayder sands from 
obtaining 45,000 skins per annum witheut injury to the 
herd. In 1887 I began to notice a diminution in the 
number of seals arriving at the islands, which was due 
to the indiscriminate killing by sealing vessels in the open sea, some 
50 or 60 miles distant. 

While we still obtain about the usual number of skins, many are 
taken from the younger animals than formerly, and 
consequently are Somewhat inferior in quality. 

It is often difficult to entirely prevent poaching on the islands, al- 
though in my judgment it has not been of sufficient 
importance on the Commander Islands to have any 
perceptible influence in the diminuition of the herd. 

In 1891 the schooner J. H. Lewis was caught near the islands by the 
Russian gunboat Aleut and found to have 416 skins on go... or they. I 
board. I made a personal examination of these skins, Lewis in1s91. 0° 
and found that from 90 to 95 per cent were those of east fee 
female seals. I called the attention of the English cont af ckingon howd 
commissioners, Sir George Baden-Powell and Dr. G, those of females. 
M. Dawson, to this fact when they visited the islands — Ganea attention of 
in 1891, showing them the skins. I opened a few bun- British commission- 
dles of the skins for their inspection and offered to show * "7°" 
all of them, but they said they were satisfied without looking at any 
more than those already opened. I remember that a schooner from Vic- 
toria was also seized at the islands about three years ago by the Rus- 
Sian authorities with 33 skins on board, which were nearly all taken 
from female seals. 

I have no doubt that in obtaining the skins found on the J. H. Levis 
the poachers must have killed from 1,500 to 2,000 seals, 
as when vitally shot seals will usually sink before it is 
possible to capture them. 


Experience. 


Decrease since 1887. 


Smaller skins taken. 


Poaching. 


Waste of life. 


198 TESTIMONY 


‘I have frequently noticed in the harbor of Petropaulowsky that the 
natives in killing hair-seals ave only able to obtain one animal out of 
every four or five of those killed, and that they frequently wait about 
four days for the bodies to be washed ashore. 

During the killing season on the Commander Islands we frequently 
find in the bodies both bullets and shot, 

I know it to be the custom of seal hunters to shoot seals at sea when 
they are at rest upon the surface of the water, and that those generally 
obtained are females and censtitute but a very small portion of those 
killed and lost. 

Sealing on Robben Island, in the Russian group, was prohibited for a 

eas period of five years for the purpose of encouraging the 
pe senibitionon Reb- increase of. the herd, but their propagation was inter- 
rupted by the frequent attempts of poachers to raid the 
rookeries, and I believe that 4,000 or 5,000 seals were killed by the 
marauders while we were attempting to promote the 
growth of the herd. 
There are many fines imposed at the Commander Islands for killing 
female seals, even by accident, and I am quite certain 
that the decrease inthe number of seals thereon is not 
owing to the methods employed in killing. When a female is discov- 
ered in a herd while being driven to the killing ground she is carefully 
turned back and slowly driven to the water’s edge, sometimes the work 
of several hours. 

Special precautions are taken not to frighten or molest the animals 
on the rookeries. Even fires are not permitted to be made where it is 
thought their light or sight of the smoke might alarm them. 

My observation has also been that while male seals are sometimes 

timid about coming ashore, the females being about 

ee eie bithimpos- ready to pup, haul up on the land, even in spite of 

unusual or unfavorable conditions. Pups if born in 

the water are sure to drown. It is a matter of actual observation that 

they must first learn to swim, and do not leave the 

ours leatning to shore until they are four or five months old. I have 

often seen the mother seals push their pups, when 

several weeks old, into the water and watched them flounder about awk- 
wardly and ser amble aShore, seeming delighted to get back. 

The seals of the Commander Islands are of a different variety from 

those of the Pribilofs. Their fur is not so thick and 

Commander herd |. . . Di a alce . 
differentfromthePri- bright and is of a somewhat inferior quality. They 
bilot. form a distinct herd from that of St. Paul and St. 
George and in my opinion the two do not intermingle. 

I was present as interpreter when the English Commissioners were 

taking testimony on Bering Island. They examined 

Testifies as tostate- qmong others when I was present, Jefim Snigeroff, 
ments made to British 5 5 - ante 
Commissioner by Je- Chief on Bering Island, he being the person selected 
im Suigerott, native py them there irom which to procure the testimony 

relating to the habits and killing of seals. This Snig- 
eroff testified that he had lived on the Pribilof Islands for many years 
and knew the distinctive characteristics of both herds (Commander 
and Pribilof) and their habits and that he removed from thence to Ber- 
ing Island. He pointed out that the two herds have several different 
characteristics and stated that in his belief they do not intermingle. 

He also said that the pups could live on land at least seven or eight 
days without sustenance and that those born in the water would imme- 
diately drown. He further stated that the seals had rapidly decreased. 
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since sealing vessels had appeared, but that before the inroads of these 
seal hunters there was no trouble in obtaining the full quota of the 
best grades of skins, as the herds had previous to that time been 
noticeably increasing. 

The driving grounds on Copper Island are very rough and hilly and 
much more difficult to drive over than those on the 
Pribilof Islands. The drives are always carefully 
made, slow, with a chance to rest, and foggy days are selected. Ihave 
never been able to discover any injury to the herds from these drives, 
nor do I believe there is any. The killable seals herd by themselves, 
and until recently we did not drive from all the hauling grounds, but 
this we have had to do in the last three or four years, because the seals 
were getting scarce as the result of hunting them at sea. It is an act- 
ual fact beyond dispute that female seals were much 
more numerous on the islands in 1883 than they were ,,increase of females 
in 1870. The increase was gradual each year and was 
so marked that the natives often spoke of it to me, but from 1885, which 
was about the time the sealers appeared in the waters, 
the decrease in seal life was rapid and the natives com- Decrease rapid 
menced saying ‘no females,” ‘no females,” until now 
we are confronted with depleted rookeries and probable extermination. 

JOHN MALOWANSKY. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, A. D. 1892. 

[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public. 


Driving. 


Deposition of N. B. Miller, assistant in scientific department of U. 8. 
Fish- Commission steamer Albatross. 


ROOKERIES ON COMMANDER ISLANDS. 


N. B. Miller, an assistant in the scientific department of the United 
States Fish-Commission steamer Albatross, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says: IL visited the Reef rookery 
and Northeast Point rookery on St. Paul Island, Pribilofs, and 
the Village rookery of St. George Island, Pribilofs, and took a number 
of photographs oneach. On June 1, 1892, I visited the North rookery of 
Bermg Island, Commander Islands, where I also took wes 

A : C 4 0 sering Island, de- 
a number of photographs. This rookery is alow, flat, scription of Noth 
rocky reef extending from the base of a bluff about 40 Tekery on. 
feet high, seaward to a distance of about half a mile. The width along 
the bluff is about 14 miles. It is composed of loose masses of rough 
voleanic rock from 1 to 15 feet above the high-water mark, with secat- 
tered shallow pools of water between the rock piles. None of the rocks 
appeared to be worn, as from the action of seal flippers, although I ex- 
amined some of them with that idea in mind. ‘There was no soil on 
the breeding space of the rookery, which occupies the greater portion 
of the wedge-shaped point. The higher masses of roc k are mostly at 
the outer end, the rookery being lower towards the bluff. About the 
center of it, near the bluff, are three or four shallow lagoons or pools of 
small extent. The west arm of the rookery is a long and compara- 
tively smooth sand beach, with but few rocks on it, over which the 
bachelors are said to haul. Between the nearest lagoon, about 50 yards 
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distant from the bluff, and the bank itself, isan area of scant soil, on which 
a scattering growth of vegetation has sprung up. This growth ap- 
peared to me to be of comparatively recent origin—within five or six 
years, I should say. I believe this area was formerly occupied by seals. 
On June 1 I estimated the total number of seals on the entire rook- 
ery to beabout forty; three of them bachelors, one cow, and the remain- 
der bulls. The three bachelors, the cow, and one of the bulls were 
killed on the grassy space between the lagoon and the base of the 
bluff, where they were driven. A young pup, unborn, was taken from 
the female seal; I think it would have been delivered in about a week’s 
time. The North rookery of Bering Island is in every way rougher 
i than any I observed on the Pribiiof Islands. I saw 
rooming? rom North two of the drives from the Northrookery. One of the 
routes leads over the rough rookery, through the shal- 
low lagoon, and up the bluff at a place where the angle is about 35° 
to the grassy plain in front of the temporary dwellings of the natives, 
a distance in all of about a quarter of a mile; the other leads up the 
bluff from the sand beach at the western arm of the rookery, out beyond 
and back of the settlement, over a comparatively level but marshy and 
broken country, to a distance of from 14 to 2 miles. I consider these 
drives harder and rougher than those of the Pribilof Islands. The 
killing ground at the terminus of the shorter drive is small and did not 
appear to be used to any extent. On June 4th, 1892, I 
Copper Island, de- Janded on and photographed Polatka rookery, on the 
scription of Polatka ; P(X aati 2 
Rookery on. western coast of Copper Island. This is somewhat 
similar to the North rookery of Bering Island, but is 
very much narrower, and instead of being composed of loose rock heaps 
is largely of great tilted masses of stratified voleanic rock with very 
sharp and jagged edges. It is less than a mile long and at the widest 
part, including the outlying rocks, not more than 300 yards in width, 
measuring right up to the base of the bluffs. It lies at the foot of 
abrupt cliffs from 600 to 800 feet in height along its whole length with 
the exception of one point. This is about the center of the rookery, 
where there is a small hill of hard-packed sandy soil about 60 feet high, 
back from which a very steep ascending ravine leads to the summit of 
the ridge, an elevation of about 700 feet. 
ie The drive from Polatkarookery leads up over this 
latharockay "** sand hill and through the ravine; over the ridge, I 
was intormed, the rest of the 2 miles is on a descend- 
ing grade to the other side of the island, where the killing ground is 
located. The rocks of this rookery also did not have the appearance 
of being flipper-worn. There were no signs of vegetation on the entire 
rookery, and no soil apparently, except on the sandy hill at the mouth 
of theravine. I estimated about 250 fur-seals on Polatka rookery, 
about 30 of them bachelors. I saw no cows, and think they had not 
yet arrived, as 40 codfish were landed on the decks of the Albatross, 
where she lay within 500 yards from the shore, in an hour. I think if 
feeding cows had been about the rookery, the fish would not have been 
found so close to it. From an elevated position on Polatka, I obtained 
a good view of the rookery next above it, called Pest- 
eal HLS channi. The character of this is similar to Polatka, 
sexiption Gf. “but has a sand beach adjacent to it where the bache- 
lors doubtless mostly herd. The drive from here, as I 
was shown it, leads up a shallow stream a short distance, and then 
over the mountain side to the ridge, a height of fully 800 feet, from 
whence it continues down to the opposite side of the island. Both of 
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these drives on Copper Island are exceedingly hard and rough; I know 
of none on the Pribilof Islands to compare with them. The seals of 
the Commander Islands appeared to me slightly differ- ieee 

an Ds yao 5 ommander Island 
ent from the Pribilof tur-seals. They are grayer in seals differ physically 
color, and of a slighter build throughout the body. fromtheseot the Prib- 
The bulls have not “such heavy manes, or fur capes, the 
hair on the shoulders being much shorter, and not nearly so thick. 
The younger seals have longer and more slender necks apparently. [! 
noticed this difference between the seals at once. 

N. B. MILLER. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 23d day of June, 1892. 
Z. L. TANNER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U. 8. Navy. 


Deposition of Thomas F. Morgan, agent of lessees of Commander Islands. 
HABITS. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Thomas F. Morgan, of Groton, Conn., being duly sworn, deposes and 
says: During the season-of 1891 I was the agent of 
the Russian Sealskin Company, of St. Petersburg; 
that I was on Bering Island at the time that Sir George Baden- 
Powell and Dr. Geor ge M. Dawson, the British repr exentatives 
of the Bering Sea Joint ‘Commission, were upon said island investigat- 
ing the Russian sealeries upon the Komandorski Islands; that I was 
present at an examination, which said Commissioners held, of Sniegeroff, 
the Chief of the natives on Bering Island, who, prior to the cession of 
the Pribilof Islands by Russia to the United States, had resided on 
St. Paul, one of said Pribilof Islands, and that since that time had 
been a resident on said Bering Island, and during the latter part of 
said residence had occupied the position of native chief and as such 
superintended the taking and killing of fur-seals on said Bering Island; 
that during said examination the Commissioners, through aninterpr eter, 
asked said Sniegeroff if there was any difference between the seals 
found on the Pribilof Islands and the seals found on the Koman- 
dorski Islands; that said Sniegeroff at once replied that there was 
difference and on further questioning stated that such 
difference consisted in the fact that the Koma- _ Testifies as to state- 

: : : : ments made to British 
dorski Island seals were a slimmer animal in the neck Commissioners by 
and flank than the Pribilof Island seals, and further Spicseret, native 
that both the hair and fur of the Komandorski Island 
seal were longer than the Pribil of Island seal; said Commissioners 
asked said Sniegeroff the further question, whether he believed that 
the Pribilof herd and Komandorski herd ever mingled, and he replied 
that he did not. 


Experience. 


THOMAS EF. MORGAN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of April, 1892. 
[L. S.| SEVELLON A. BRowN, 
Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, U.S. A. 
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Deposition of Gustave Niebaum, vice-president of Alaska Commercial 
Company and employé and partner of lessees of Commander Islands. 


MANAGEMENT. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Gustave ate having been duly sworn, deposes and says: T am 
a resident of San Francisco, 50 years of age, and an 
* American citizen, becoming so by reason of the cession 
of Alaska. I was formerly a resident of that Terri- 
tory and shipmaster for the Russian American Company prior to the 
transfer of Alaska to the United States. I was from 1880 until 1891 
vice-consul of Russia at the port of San Francisco, and 
am now, and have been for several years past, vice- 
president and director of the Alaska Commercial Company and a part- 
ner of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., the former lessees from Russia of the 
Commander and Robben islands. 

I was instrumental in Russia in obtaining the lease for the last-named 
company and had familiarized myself with the sealeries upon these 

islands in this connection. In 1871 I visited the islands and directed 
the policy and practice to be pursued under the lease. In this pursuit I 
of course became conversant with all the details of the business. Un- 

: der the Russian régime upon the Commander Islands 
piiattaises, "48 prior to 1868 the number of seals taken annually did 

not exceed about 5,000, the skins of which were dried for 
market. Following the surrender of occupancy of these islands by the 
Russian American Company in 1868, the sealeries were left open to all 
parties and various expeditions visited them unre- 
is. ™ 18 © stricted by any Governmental control. Their catches 
amounted in 1868 to about 15,000, in 1869 to about 
20,000, and in 1870 to about 30,000 skins. 

In 1871 the Russian Government executed the lease to Hutchinson, 
Egle ee a Kohl & Co., and it was found necessary to restrict the 
Hutchinson, Kohl & killing for this year to about 6,000 skins, because the 
Seicion of bile. rookeries had been largely depleted by the excessive 
zi killing, unwise methods, and heedless husbandry. The 
result of improved methods showed themselves at once, and the rook- 
eries steadily increased in size and number of occupants. We were 
thus enabled to procure an almost constantly increas- 
of reise of number ino number of skins from year to year during the whole 
term of our lease. We were unrestricted as to the 
numbers to be taken, and after the first two years of the lease were 
urged by the Russian authorities upon the islands to take more than 

we wanted in view of the condition of the sealskin market. 

I revisited the islands on various occasions subsequentto 1871, and my 
observations confirmed the fact that we were moving in 
the right direction to secure an increase of the rookeries, 
The experience of the whole term of ae lease proves conclusively that our 
policy in conducting the business was a wise one and that our manner 
of handling, managing, and killing fhe seals was In every respect what 
it should have been. ‘This policy was predicated upon ‘the eustom of 
the Russian American Company observed during many years and 
strengthened by my own actual experience in conducting the business of 
taking seals upon the Pribilof Islands in 1867~68 and 1869, and more 
particularly during the season of 1868, when there was unrestricted 


Russian Seal 
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sealing done by various parties regardless of the future of the rookeries, 
The pernicious effects of the methods pursued by them were at once 
observed, and measures immediately taken by me, aided by the natives, 
over whom I had complete control, to correct their practices and bring 
them within the reasonable customs already proved efficacious in pre- 
serving the rookeries from annihilation. The various 
parties took that year about 236,000 seals, of which about 
140,000 were killed under my direction. Upon the Commander Islands, 
as L have already said, the increase in seal life was constant for many 
years, but in 1890, we noticed a decided disturbance in | ers 

the rookeries and a considerable decrease in their popu- ,g9h’ Tse noticed im 
lation. This we subsequently attributed, when the 

facts were ascertained, to pelagic sealing in the adjacent waters. There 
were occasional raids made upon the islands by poachers 
during our twenty years’ lease, but they were generally 
unsuccessful in killing any considerable number of seals, and their raids 
had no appreciable effect upon the rookeries. 

My first ideas of the areas of seal rookeries were gathered on the Prib- 
ilof islands. Afterwards, upon going to the Commander Islands, I 
was struck with the comparative insignificance of the peice 
rookeries upon the latter group; yet we have been able ogee, Goan 
to secure the catch, as shown by the appended state- mander and Pribilof 

islands. 
ment, not only without detriment, but, as I believe, 
with positive benefit to the rookeries. I cannot think, therefore, that 
the same methods pursued under my direction upon the Pribilof group 
worked any other result, and in this conclusion I am borne out by the 
testimony of every one conversant with the matter. 

The history of sealing upon Robben Island substantiates the conclu- 
sion in regard to the other groups. From information 
gathered from various sources, | learn that the Robben, History of sealing 
Bank was first visited and exploited by whalers about 
1852 or 1853, and that in two seasons they obtained some 50,000 ro 
60,000 skins, ‘almost completely ‘cleaning it out.” I understood for 
several years thereafter the occasional vessel which touched there found 
the rookeries practically deserted. In 1870 the expedition in the bark 
Mauna Loa went to the island and secured about 15,000 seals. ‘There 
was at this time no restriction upon the killing. 

In 1871, in August, I think it was, the lease being already in force, L 
visited the island for the first time, having previously sent a guard 
ship there to protect the rookeries. It is an insignifi- 
cant affair, being only about 2,000 feet long and 200 
feet wide. The rookeries were also very small, and contained at that 
time of all classes about 800 seals, as I ascertained by a careful count, 
and, in addition, a small number in the waters adjacent. I prohib- 
ited all killing from that year until such time as seemed prudent to 
resume, SO as ‘to give the rookeries opportunity to recuperate, leaving 
strict orders to the guard ship to protect them against molestation. 
Two years afterward it was evident that the rookeries had sufticieutly 
recovered to warrant us in commencing sealing on a small seale, know- 
ing that the killing of the useless male seals would accelerate the 
increase of the herd. From this time forward the herd showed a steady 
and healthy growth, enabling us to secure catches as per appended 
Statement until 1873, when our guard was assaulted by the combined 
force of eleven marauding schooners and driven away. 
The rookeries were again badly depleted by these 
poachers. The following year the Russian Government stationed 
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a military force on the islands, which was removed every fall, but so 
early that marauders came there nearly ever year after it had left and 
killed all the seals they were able to obtain, so nearly destroying the 
rookeries that we found it inexpedient to continue sealing after 18384 
during the remainder of our lease. 

Iam satisfied that the seal herds respectively upon the Pribilof 

Russian and Alas. 2LOUD, the Commander Islands, and Robben Bank 
kan herds donotmin- have each their own distinctive feeding grounds and 
gle: peculiar rounds of migration. No doubt they are of 
the same species, but there is a marked difference in the fur of the 

Ant liiele Hating Sl 11s from the respective places, which can be distin- 
guished by experts. 


G. NIEBAUM. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


The following table prepared by Hutchinson, Kohl, Philipeus & Co., 
of San Francisco, lessees of the right to take fur-seals upon the Com- 
mander and Robben Islands, shows the number of seal skins secured 
annually from these respective islands from 1871 to 1891; 


Commander Robben é 
Year. Islands. Islands. Total. 

1871 3,614 2, 614 
1872 29, 356 29, 356 
1873 27,710 2, 694. 30, 404 
1874 28, 886 2,414 31, 300 
1875 33, 152 Babyy 36, 279 
1876 25, 432 1, 528 26, 960 
1877 18, 584 2,949 21,533 
1878 28, 198 3, 142 31, 340 
1879 38, 748 4, 002 42,750 
1880 45,174 3, 330 48, 504 
1881 39, 314 4, 207 43, 521 
1882 40, 514 4, 106 44, 620 
1883 | - 26, 650 2,049 28, 699 
1884 49, 444 3, 819 53, 263 
1885 41, 737 1, 838 43, 575 
1886 54, 591 54, 591 
1887 46, 347 46, 347 
1888 47, 362 47, 362 
1889 52, 859 52. 859 
1890 53, 780 53, 780 
1891 5, 800 5, 800 

776, 467 


ad 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

I, Clement Bennett, a Notary Public in and for said city and county, 
residing therein, duly commissioned and sworn, do hereby certify that 
the above tabulated statement is that to which Gustave Niebaum refers 
in his affidavit, of which this is made a part. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my offi- 
cial seal, at my office in the city and county of San Francisco, State of 
California, this 29th day of Apiil, A. D. 1892. 

[L. S.| CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public. 


a 
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Deposition of CO. H. Anderson (sealer), Master. 
HABITS. PELAGIC SEALING. 


TERRITORY OF ALASKA, 
Dutch Harbor, Unalaska Bay, Aleutian Islands, ss: 

C. H. Anderson, a citizen of the United States of America, forty-eight 
(48) years of age, being duly sworn, deposes and Says: I am a master- 
mariner by occupation, and reside in San Fr rancisco, 
Cal. I have been sailing in Alaskan waters since 1880. 
For (7) seven years I cruised in the Unalaska district, which embraces 
the Shumagin and Sannak Islands, the Aleutian chain, the Pribilofs, 
Bristol Bay, and the eastern coast of Bering Sea as far as St. Michaels. 
I have made (4) four or (5) five trips from Unalaska to Attu and return, 
and (8) eight or (9) nine between Atka and Unalaska, chiefly in spring 
and fall of the year. The main herd of the fur-seals bound for the 
Pribilof Islands moves through the passes of the Fox 
Islands of the Aleutian chain, Unimak Pass being the 
eastern and the Four Mountain Islands Pass the western bounds 
through which the seals move in large numbers. A few occasionally 
go through Morzhovoi Pass on their way north, and in the passage 
south in “the fall gray pups often stray into Unalaska Bay as far as 
Captains Harbor, doubtless thinking it is one of the passes through 
the group. I never saw a fur-seal in the water between Atka and the 
island Attu. The natives along the northern shores of Bristol Bay 
have no knowledge whatever of fur-seals, nor do those of St. Michaels 
appear to be any better informed. 

The seals first pass into Bering Sea early in May and keep on arriv- 
ing as late as the latter part of July, but most of them I think enter the 
sea during the latter part of June or early in July. Ido not know at 
what times they leave, but have observed that it depends on the mild- 
ness of the winter how soon they begin to depart. I can 
not distinguish the sex of sealsin the water. Neither do ,,%¢%, imdistinguish- 
I know the usual times of the arrival and departure of 
the various categories to and from the seal islands. Do not know 
through which passes the bulls, bachelors, and females usually move; 
but the westernmost passes are those most frequented by gray pups m 
the fall on the way south. I think the Commander Islands seals are a 
different body of seals altogether from those of the 
Pribilofs, and that the two herds never mingle. I think 
the Commander Islands herd goes to the southward and westward 
towards the Japanese coast. I never knew of fur-seals 
hauling out to rest or breed at any place in the Aleu- ,720,20¢ paul up on 
tian chain, or anywhere in fact, except the well-known 
rookeries of the several seal islands of Bering Sea. 

I have noticed a great decrease in the numbers of the fur-seals since 
1887, both on the rookeries of St. Paul Island, which 
are much shrunken, in the area covered by seals, and 
in the waters of the Pacific and Bering Sea. On the rookeri ies, ground 
formerly hauled over by seals is now erown up with a scattering vege- 
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tation of recent growth. In the sea seals are much 
more timid and make off as fast as possible at the ap- 
proach of a vessel, while formerly they were usually quite curious, and 
would sport and play about the vessel when come up with. I believe 
sie ... this decrease and timidity is due to the indiscriminate 
solute prohibi- 2 = ; 
tion of pelagic seal. Slaughter of the seals by pelagic sealers, and am of 
ESET the opinion that if such sealing were absolutely sup- 
pressed the species would again increase. 


Seals more timid. 


C. H. ANDERSEN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of June, 1892. 
Z. L. TANNER, 
Lieutenant Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Deposition of Ruth Burdukofski, native Aleut sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Personally appeared before me Ruth Burdukofski, who, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says: I am 64 years of age, a native 
Aleut, being born on Bering Island, and do now reside, 
and have since the age of 17 resided, at Unalaska. In my early life, 

es a ee during the time of the Russian American Company, I 
Unalaska. hunted seals in my bidarka in and off the bays of Un- 

alaska Island. In the spring, as early as February or 
< aime of arrival of March, the big bulls first came. The latter part of 
¥ March came the ‘holluschickie,” or younger bachelor 
seals; these in turn were followed by smaller males, and last of all in 
early a une came the mothers or ‘“matkie,” which were in haste to reach 
the land to be delivered of their young. 

In the fall of the year, chiefly during November, when the wind com- 

ing from northerly dire ections blow them toward these 
i SS pee shores, was the time to go out and capture the young 
seals. 

When the wind blew from the southerly directions no pups were to 

, be found. I never saw any older seals with them, and 
See through the Gan not say just what time the seals of different ages 
and sexes go through the passes in this vicinity. 

I believe these pups were the weaker ones, who could not follow 
their mothers, and being temporarily lost were driven by northerly 
winds into the quieter bays and harbors, and there 
rested. No old seals ever haul out in this vicinity. 
Immediately after northerly gales, and before the water 
has grown so quiet that the young pups can again continue their jour- 
ney, is the best time for capturing them. There is no regular time 
about this, it depends on the weather. In late years I have not hunted, 

but when I did this village caught from 150 to 200 

fused, pups. So much depends on the weather that some- 

times more and sometimes less are caught. In recent 

years guns and occasionally fishing nets are used with better results. 
RurH BURDUKOFSKI. [In Russian.| 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7 day of June, 1892. 
[SEAL. | C. L;: HOOPER, 
Notary Public, Dist. of Alaska. 


Experience. 


Do not haul up on 
Aleutian Islands. 


Attested: 
RUDOLPH URNMANN, 
Interpreter. 
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Deposition of Paul Repin, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Personally appeared before me Paul Repin, who, being duly sworn, 
deposes and says: I am 57 years of age; was born in Unalaska, where 
I have lived all my life; and am a native of Alaska. For many years 
I was a sea-otter and seal hunter, and for eight years in my younger 
days I made trips with the priest to Unga and other villages in the 
vicinity. 

I have heard the statement made by Ruth Burdu- Confirmation of 
kofski, and from my knowledge of the facts know the Patanmigey Muth 
same to be true. 

His 


PAUL x REPIN. 
F mark. 
Witness: 
J. STANLEY BROWN. 
Attested: 
RUDOLPH URNMANN, 
Interpreter. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of June, 1892, 
[SEAL. | C. L. HoopEr, 


Notary Public, District of Alaska. 


Deposition of Charles J. Hague, master mariner. 
HABITS—PELAGIC SEALING. 


ILIULIUK, UNALASKA ISLAND, ALEUTIAN ISLANDS, 
Territory of Alaska, ss: 

Charles J. Hague, a citizen of the United States of America, 53 years 
of age, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at 
Alameda, Cal., and am a master mariner by occupation. 
I have been cruising steadily in Alaskan waters since the year 1878, 
I have sailed principally about various parts of the Aleutian Islands, 
as far west as Attu, to which island I have made about twenty trips 
from Unalaska, mostly in the spring and fall of the year. I do not re- 
member ever having seen a fur-seal in the water between the Four 
Moantain Islands and Attu Island. The main body of eee 
the fur-seal herd bound to and from the Pribilof Islands etn 
move through the passes of the Fox Islands, Unimak on the east and 
the West Pass of Umnak on the west, being the limits between which 
they enter Bering Sea in any number. I do not know through what 
passes the different categories move, or the times of their movements. 
Rarely see fur-seals in the Pacific between San Francisco and the im- 
mediate vicinity of the passes. I think the fur-seal  yerasofcommand- 
herds of the Commander and Pribilof islands are sep- er and Pribilof Is- 
arate bodies of the fur-seal species, whose numbers do '#""s 4¢ netminste. 
not mingle with each other. In the latter part of September of 1867, 
in the brig Kentucky, making passage between Petropaulowski and 
Kodiak I observed the Commander Islands seal herd on its way from 
the rookeries. They moved in a compact mass or school, after the man- 
ee of herring, and were making a westerly course towards the Kurile 

slands. 
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The seals which I have observed on their way to the Pribilof Islands 
do not move in large schools; they straggle along a few at a time ina 
sort of a stream, and are often seen sleeping in the 
water and playing. There are no fur-seal rookeries in 
the Aleutian Islands that I know of; in fact, I have 
never heard of any in the region besides those on the several well- 
known Seal Islands of Bering Sea. I believe there has been a great 
decrease in the numbers of the fur-seal species; I do 
not believe there are now one-tenth as many fur-seals 
frequenting the Pribilof Islands as there were ten years ago. Nine or 
ten years ago, when lying off the Pribilof Islands in the fall, the young 
seals used to play in the water about the vessel in large numbers; in 
going to the westward in the month of May many seals were always to 
be seen between Unalaska and the Four Mountain Islands. In mid- 
summer, when making passages between Unalaska and the Pribilof 
Islands, used to see large bodies of fur-seals feeding— 
they were invariably to be met with most numerously 
about 60 miles north-northwest true from Unalaska, and from there up 
to the islands a continuous stream of seals was to be seen moving 
toand from the feeding grounds. 

When last I visited the rookeries three years ago, in 1889, I noticed a 
great shrinkage in the area covered by seals on therookeries. While at 
anchor off St. Paul Island the pups playing about the vessel were 
very few, and while making a passage between Unalaska and the 
Pribilof Islands, during the breeding season, did not see a dozen in the 
open sea during the whole trip, where formerly I met hundreds. In 
going from Unalaska to Atka and returning during the last of May 

and the first part of June of this year (1892), I did not 

lacie ree ane © P& see a single fur-seal in the water. I attribute this great 

> 5 decrease to the indiscriminate slaughter of the species 

by pelagic sealers, and their wasteful methods of securing skins. I 

think that a close season at the Pribilof Islands for 

se lose season for several years and the absolute suppression of pelagic 

sealing will cause the fur-seal species, or such of them 

as frequent the Pribilof Islands, to increase, though 
slowly, to their former numbers. 


No rookeries on 
Aleutian Islands. 


Decrease. 


Seals feeding. 


Absolute  prohibi- 
tion necessary. 


CHAS. J. HAGUE. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 13th day of June, 1892. 
Z. L. TANNER, 
LTieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Deposition of Ivan Krukoff, Aleut Sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Personally appeared before me Ivan Krukoff, who, being duly sworn, 
deposes and says: I am 46 years of age, a native of the Aleutian 
Islands, and have lived in the village of Makushin all my life. At this 
village we see no seals in the spring, but late in the 
fall, in late October, we go out in our bidarkas and 
catch with spears and sometimes guns the young pups which were born 
on the seal islands in the summer and are now going 
south. We do not use nets. There are no old seals 
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with these pups; they are the young pups that are driven in by the 
strong north winds. We go out as far as the cape at the mouth of 
Makushin Bay and find the pups here and there; they are never to- 
gether in great numbers. I never knew any old seals 
of any kind to haul out on the shores in this vicinity, ,No ol seats om 
nor have [ ever heard any old men say they ever saw 
any old seals haul out. 
It is harder to find the pups now than it was a few years ago. 
There does not seem to be so many of them as there 5... 
Jecrease of pups. 
used to be. 
IvAN Krukorr, [In Russian. | 
Attested: 
INNOKENTI SHAYASHNIKOFF, 
Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of June, 1892. 
J. STANLEY BROWN, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of S. Melavidoff and David Salamatoff, native residents of 
Unalaska. 


HABITS. 


Personally appeared before me 8. Melavidoff and David Salmatoff, 
who, being duly sworn, depose and say: We are natives of Alaska, 
are now and have been for the past twenty years residents of Unalaska. 

The only seals taken by the natives of this place are the this season’s 
pups that go through the passes during the period be- 
tween the ‘last of October and the last of November. 
The northerly winds bring them in the direction of this harbor, and the 
natives go out in their bidarkas and spear and shoot — pyeontyseals taken 
them for food. Sometimes we find old male seals with by natives of Unalas- 
them, but we dare not attack them in the bidarka. The e SoaTeleaot acta 
mothers are not with them, and there are usually no ™ vicinity. 
seals of older age with them. They are the weaker of the pups, the 
stronger ones going on through the passes. No old seals haul out on 
shore | here. 

I, S. Melavidoff, am 53 years of age. I, David Salamatoff, am 67 
years of age. 
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S. MELAVIDOFF. 
D. SALAMATOFF, 


Attested: 
RUDOLPH URNMANN, 
Interpreter. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of June, 1892. 
[SEAL. | C. L. HoopEr, 


Notary Public, Dist. of Alaska. 
2716—VoL t1——14 
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Deposition of Arthur Newman, agent of lessees on Aleutian Islands. 


HABITS.. 


ILIULIUK, UNALASKA ISLAND, ALEUTIAN ISLANDS, 
Territory of Alaska, ss: 


Arthur Newman, a citizen of the United States of America, 51 years 

of age, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I have 
lived in the “Aleutian Islands the greater part of the 
time since 1869. For eight years I was agent for the Alaska Commercial 
Company at Chernofsky, and for ten years I acted in the same capacity 
at Umnak; for three years I was an officer of a supply tender making 
trips between San Franciseo and Unalaska. I have made four trips to 
the westward as far as Attu, at different seasons of the year. I ob- 
served that the fur-seals usually commence to move 
through both the East and West Passes of Umnak into 
Bering Sea about the last of May, the majority enter in the latter part 
of June, while very few are to be seen moving north after the middle of 
July. The seals going north through these passes are mostly females 
and young bachelors: very few bulls go that way. The natives first 
reported fur-seals moving south through the same passes about the 1st 
of October. The major ity pass into the Pacific between the 20th of Oc- 
tober and the 1st of November, while the last ones are usually observed 
about the 25th of November. The seals moving south 
are gray pups, and medium-sized seals, the former in 
the majority. I can not distinguish the sex of fur-seals 


Experience. 


Migration. 


Cannot distinguish 
sex in water. 


in the water. 

Seals leaving the Bering Sea via the western passes are generally 
seen moving steadily towards the south during north- 
erly and northwesterly weather, but very rarely before 
a northeasterly wind. I think a somewhat larger portion of the seal 
herd moves through the East Pass of Umnak, than through the West 
Pass. The proportions of pups, etc., are about the same, however. I 

Donotlandorbreea HaVe Seen sick and wounded fur-seals hauled out on 
SSO ie ee rocks about the passes to rest and die, but know of no 
place where they habitually land to breed or rest in 

the region, save the several well-known seal islands of Bering Sea. I 
have seen seals sleeping on kelp and feeding about it, 
but have never seen them copulate anywhere except on 
a rookery. I do not believe that pups born on kelp could be properly 
nursed and brought up. I do believe that it is necessary to their suc- 
cessful existence that they be born on land, since they can not swim at 
birth. In the winter of 1871-72, I made one of an expedition from San 
Francisco to the Antarctic fur-seal rookeries of Staten Land, and spent 
altogether, about a month’s time on the rookeries during the months 
of November and December, 1871, and January, 1872, which is their 
breeding season. I there observed that a pup is fully a month old be- 
fore venturing in the water at all, and I do not believe they are expert 
until between three and four months of age. While sailing between 
San Francisco and Unalaska I never saw a fur-seal in the water be- 
tween sight of the highland of the Aleutians and San Francisco, but 
close to the Fox Islands generally fell in with plenty of them. I never 
saw a fur-seal in the water between Amukta Pass and Attulsland. Ido 
Herds of Commana. 2Ot think the fur-seal herds of the Commander and Prib- 
er and Pribilof is- ilof Islands ever get close enough to each other in these 
lands donot mingle. Jatitudes to mingle. I believe there has been a great 


Migration. 


Habits. 


oy % Ae, lenet ie ae. do 


eeyy 
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decrease in the numbers of the fur-seals frequenting the Pribilof Islands. 
Years ago I used tosee a great number of themin Bering Sea while making 
passage between Unalaska and the Pribilof Islands during the breeding 
season, but now only a few are seen, and these are observed much 
nearer to the islands than was formerly the case. I 
believe this decrease is owing to the large number of 
vessels engaged in hunting the fur-seal at sea and the in- 
discriminate methods employed by these sealing vessels 
in taking skins. If this pursuit were stopped alto- 
gether, I think the fur-seal species would increase 
again, although very slowly. The native hunters liv- 
ing at the settlements of Chernofsky and Umnak used to hunt the fur- 
seals in the fall each year for food, laying the flesh 
away for winter use. While at Chernofsky, I collected 
annually from the natives about 750 skins of fur-seals killed in the 
waters adjacent, and at Umnak, I collected on an average. about 150 
skins. These were mostly the skins of gray pups taken during the 
month of October, they being most highly prized by the natives as an 
article of food. Fur-seals are very little known at 4... ora 

yee Z 2 erd goes no 
Atka and Attu, and itis my belief that the farthestr arther west than 
west the main herd moves to and from Bering Sea is through Four Moun- 
through the Four Mountain Islands Pass. 


Decrease. 


Indiscriminate kill- 
ing. 


Protection. 


Pelagic sealing. 


ARTHUR NEWMAN, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of June, 1892, 
4. L. TANNER, 
Lieut.-Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Deposition of Charles T. Wagner, agent of Alaska Commercial Company. 
HABITS—PELAGIC SEALING, 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


Charles T. Wagner, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a citi- 
zen of the United States, over 21 years of age, a resident of Sanak in 
the Aleutian group, and am employed by the Alaska Commercial Com- 
pany as their agent in the purchase of furs and in supplying the natives 
with food and clothing. 

I was first employed by the Government as deputy 
collector of customs at Unalaska for nearly three years, 
from 1871 to 1873, since which time I have been in the employ of the 
Company. 

During the twenty years which I have been stationed in various 
trading posts in the Bering Sea I became conversant with the general 
question pertaining to the fur-sealing industry in those waters, having 
bought sealskins both from natives and from hunting vessels. I have 
observed that by far the larger portion of skins pur- 
chased by me were taken from female seals. Not lesg | Mostly presnant fe- 
than eight out of every ten were from cows with pup 
or in milk. I have often bought skins taken from cow seals where the 
young’ pup had been cut out of the mother and was kept alive for sey- 
eral days, until it became such a nuisance from constant yelping that [ 


Experience. 
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directed it to be killed, as it would not eat and would eventually die of 
starvation. 

The larger portion of skins of seals purchased by me at stations in 

the Aleutian Islands were caught about the islands on 
their way north to their breeding grounds at St. Paul 
and St. George. J have learned from personal observation and trom 
conversations with parties that they lose in killed and wounded at 
least two out of every three obtained. Other sealers 
have told me that their loss is much greater. 
From my personal observation I know there has been a very great 
decrease within the past four or five years in the num- 
ber of seals found in the North Pacific and Bering 
Seas. J am sure the decrease is caused by the killing of fi male seals 
in the open sea, and that if their destruction by the 
indiscriminate killing in the open sea is permitted to 
: continue it will only be avery short time until the herd 
will be entirely destroyed. 

I never have known, and do not believe that the seals at the Pribilof 
Islands haul up on land anywhere except on those 
islands. 

I never have been employed by the present lessees of the seal islands. 
C. T. WAGNER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Migration. 


Waste of life. 


Decrease. 


Indiscriminate kill- 
ing. 


Land only on Islands. 


Deposition of Kassian Gorloi, Indian hunter of sea otters and foxes. 
HABITS. 


ATKA, NAZAN Bay, ATKA ISLAND, ALEUTIAN CHAIN, 
Territory of Alaska, ss: 


Kassian Gorloi, a native and resident of Atka, 56 years of age, being 
duly sworn, deposesand says: Iam Chief of the native settlement at 
Atka, and have lived on this and neighboring islands all my life. Iam 
a hunter of sea-otter and foxes by occupation, and have never hunted 
the fur-seal as a regular thing. In the months of Octo- 
ber and November, after a blow from the northeast, a 
few scattering gray-pups are occasionally seen in groups of two and 
three. They pass from Bering Sea into the Pacific, and 
do not linger about this region. I have killed a few of 
these pups in the passes of Atka and Amlia Islands for food, and did 
not find them difficult to approach in bidarka. I killed ten in one sea- 
son, about the year 1868, using a spear, and never lost one struck, 
although they do not float long after being killed, usually less than five 
minutes. We find but few nowaday s, and I think there 
there are less fur-seals than there were formerly. Ido 
not know the reason forit. I have never seen an old bull or a full-grown 
fur-seal about these islands. I do not know through what passes the 
seal herds move to and from the Bering Sea, nor the time. Schooners 
have occasionally been seen about this region in the spring, but they 


Experience. 


Pups migrating. 


Decrease. 
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never stayed long, and I do not think they got any skins. I have never 
known of fur-seals hauling out on the shores or floating 
kelp patches to rest or breed in this region. I have , Po net haul up on 


: = 3 Aleutian Islands. 
never seen a mother seal or a black pup in this region. 


his 
KASSIAN x GORLOL. 
mark, 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25th day of May, 1892. 
Z. L. TANNER, 
Lieut.-Commander, U. S. Navy. 


I, Peter Shaishnikoff, hereby swear that I have faithfully and truly 
interpreted the foregoing affidavit of Kassian Gorloi. 
PETER SHAISHNIKOFF. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of June, 1892. 
Ze Ni. TANNER, 
Lieut.-Commander, U.S 3, Navy y- 


Deposition of Pud Zaotchnoi, Second Chief of natives of Atka Island, and 
hunter. 


HABITS. 


ATKA, NAZAN Bay, ATKA ISLAND, ALEUTIAN CHAIN, 
Territory of Alaska, ss: 


Pad Zaotchnoi, a native of Amlia Island, of the Aleutian Chain, 40 
years of age, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Lam Second Chief 
of the natives at the settlement of Atka, Atka Island, Alaska, and am 
a hunter of fur-bearing animals, principally the sea- otter 
and fox; I have never hunted the fur-seal. The fur-seal 
is only rarely seen about this region, scattering ones be- , Fur-seal rarely seen 
ing seen occasionally during the months of September, '™ “""’- 
October, and November, traveling from the northward to the southward, 
through the passes between Atka and Amlia Islands. Those seen are 
always gray pups, and usually appear after a blow from 
the nor theast. The most I ever saw in any one year was so seen in 
about a dozen, but never more than two or three at a — ewe ae 
time. I have met them in the passes while hunting ina bidarka. Ihave 
never known them to rest on the shores or on patches . 
of floating kelp m this region. Ihave never seen large PE Eo 
bulls or full- Saga fur- reece in this region. I do not BAe eee 
know through what passes of the Aleutian Islands the — Ignorant of move- 
fur-seal herds move into Beri ing Sea, nor at what time ™™* 
they do so. I have seen so few ftr- seals, and never any but a few scat- 
tering gray pups, that Lam unable to form any ideas regarding the 
decrease of the fur- Seal species. 


Experience. 


his 
PUD x ZAOTCHNOI. 
mark 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25th day of May, 1892. 
Z. Li. TANNER, 
Lieut.-Commander, U. S. Navy. 
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I, Peter Shaishnikoff, hereby swear that Ihave faithfully and truly 
interpreted the foregoing affidavit of Pud Zaotchnoi. 
PETER SHAISHNIKOFP, 
Interpreter. . 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of June, 1892. 
Z. Ll. TANNER, 
Lieut.-Commander, U.S. Navy. 


Deposition of Samuel Kahoorof, hunter. 
HABITS. 


ATTU, CHICHAGOF HARBOR, ATTU ISLAND, ALEUTIAN CHAIN, 
Territory of Alaska, ss: 
Samuel Kahoorof, a native of Attu Island, 52 years of age, being 
duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a hunter of the sea-otter and blue- 
fox, and have lived in this vicinity all my life. Have 
never hunted the fur-seal. Our hunting grounds are 
about Attu, Agattu, and the Semichi Islands. Have seen only three 
fur-seals in this region in twenty years; saw them in May, 1890, travel- 
ing along the north side of Attu Island, about 5 miles off shore, and 
making anorthwesterly course. They w rere young males, 
anny Seals le eof T think. Fur-seals do not regularly visit these islands 
now, but about twenty-five or thirty years ago I used 
to see stnall squads of large seals during the month of June feedin g and 
sleeping about the kelp patches off the eastern shores of Attu and Agattu 
Islands. They came from the southward, and traveled 
in a northwesterly direction. Never saw any fur-seals 
east of the Semichi Islands, and do not think those of the Commander 
Islands herd go farther to the eastward than that. 
They decreased in numbers gradually, and during the 
last twenty years have only seen the three above mentioned. Have 
never seen a nursing or mother cow or a black or gray pup in this re- 
gion, and do not think they ever visit it. 
Do not know of any rookeries or places where fur-seals regularly haul 
out on the land or kelp to breed in the Aleutian Islands, 
Ape not haul tpen and do not think there is such a place. Do not know 
where the old bulls spend the winter, and do not know 
the routes the fur-seal herds take in their migrations to and from the 
Commander and Pribilof Islands; neither do I think 
the two herds come near enough together in these lati- 
tudes to mix. Do not know why the numbers of the fur-seals seen 
about these islands are now less than in former years. Sealing schoon- 
ers do not frequent these islands; last August three of them came in 
here for water, and then went south in a day or two. They said they 
had been to the Commander Islands. 


Experience. 


Migration. 
t—) 


Decrease. 


Herds do not mix. 


his 
SAMUEL x KAHOOROF. 
mark. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of May, 1892. 
Z. L. TANNER, 
Lieut.-Commander, U. S. Navy. 
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I, Peter Shaisnikoff, hereby swear that I have faithfully and truly 
interpreted the foregoing affidavit of Samuel Kahoorof. 
PETER SHAISHNIKOFF, 
Interpreter. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of June, 1892. 
Z. L. TANNER, 
Lieut.-Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Deposition of Eliah Prokopief, native hunter of otters and foxes, 
HABITS. 


TERRITORY OF ALASKA, 
Attu, Chichagof Harbor, Attu Island, Aleutian Chain, ss: 


Eliah Prokopief, a native of Amchitka Island of the Aleutian Chain, 
52 years of age, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 
Am a hunter of the sea otter and blue fox and have 
lived in this vicinity all my life. I huntabout Attu, Agattu, and the 
Semichi Islands. Have never hunted nor killed a fur seal. Fur seals 
do not regularly frequent these regions, and I have ae 
seen none but a few scattering ones in twenty years. ,j22ve, Seen but few 
Thirty years ago, when the Russians controlled these 
islands, I used to see a few medium sized fur-seals, one or two ata time 
in the summer, generally in June, traveling to the northwest, and bound, 
I think, for the Commander Islands. The farthest east I have ever ob- 
served them was about 30 miles east of the Semichi bp Bi 
{slands; do not think those going to the Commander Migration of Com- 
Islands ever go farther east than that. Those most 
seen in former times were generally feeding and sleeping about the kelp 
patches between Attu and Agattu, and the Semichi 
Islands, where the mackerel abounds. They decreased 
in numbers constantly, and now are only seen on very rare occasions. 
Have seen but half a dozen in the last twenty years; they were large 
seals, bulls I judged from their size, traveling to the’ northwest, about 
30 miles east of the Semichi Islands. This was in May, 1888. 

Have never seen any pups, black or gray, or nursing female fur-seals 
in this region, and do not think they ever visit it. Do not know of any 
rookeries in the Aleutian Islands, nor any places where __ 
fur-seals haul out regularly on the land or kelp to breed ,,Norgokeryon Aleu- 
or rest except the Russian and American seal islands 
of Bering Sea. Do not know where the old bull fur seals spend the 
winter, nor what route the fur-seal herds take to and from the Com- 
mander and Pribilof islands, nor at what times the herds pass to and 
fro. Am quite sure the herds do not come near enough together to 
mingle in these regions. Have never known of fur- 
seals being seen between Amchitka and a point 30 
miles east of the Semichi Islands. Do not think there are now as many 
fur-seals as there were thirty years ago, but do not 
know the cause of the decrease. Sealing schooners do 
not regularly visit these islands. Last August (1891) three of them 
came in here to get water, but only stayed a few hours each; they had 
been to the Commander Islands and were going south. 

his 
ELIAH x PROKOPIEF, 
mark, 
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Subseribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of May, 1892. 
Z. L. TANNER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U.S. Navy 


I, Peter Shaishnikoff, hereby swear that I have faithfully and truly 
interpreted the foregoing affidavit of Eliah Prokopuef. 
PETER SHAISHNIKOFF, 
Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of June, 1892. 
Z. L. TANNER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Deposition of Filaret Prokopief, agent and storekeeper of Alaska Commer- 
cial Company, on Attu Island, and fur-hunter. 


HABITS. 


TERRITORY OF ALASKA, 
Attu, Chichagof Harbor, Attu Island, Aleutian Chain, ss: 
Filaret Prokopief, a native of Attu Island, Alaska, 23 years of age, 
being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am the agent 
Experience. and storekeeper at this place for the Alaska Commer- 
cial Company, which position I have held for the last 
two years. My occupation is that of a hunter, principally for the sea- 
olter and fox; never for the fur-seal. I used to hunt, before I was 
made agent, about the Attu, Agattu, and the Semichi 
Islands. I never saw but one fur-sealin the water. It 
was a young male which was killed in this bay in September of 1884. 
I do not know of any fur-seal rookery or other places 
Ain eee. heReduir- Se: us haulout on the land to breed or rest in the 
Aleutian Islands, nor where the old bull fur-seals spend 
the winter. I do not know at what times or by what routes the seal 
_.. herds move to and from the Bering Sea; have heard 
Migration of Pribi- : 
lof and Commander Old hunters say the Commander Islands’ herd use to 
Stes pass close tothe western shores of these islands on their 
way north. 


No seals in vicinity. 


FILARET PROKOPIEF, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of May, 1892. 
Z. L. TANNER, 
Tieutenant-Commander, U.S. Navy. 


I, Peter Shaishnikoff, hereby swear that I have faithfully and truly 
interpreted the foregoing affidavit of Filaret Propkopief. 
PETER SHAISHNIKOFP, 
Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of June, 1892. 
Z. Li. TANNER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U.S. Navy. 


TESTIMONY TAKEN ON OR NEAR KADIAK ISLAND. 


Deposition of Isaac M. Lenard, sea-otter hunter, residing at Belkofsky, 
Alaska. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Isaac Lenard, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: IT reside at Belkof- 
sky, Alaska Territory. I have been a sea-otter hunter 
for forty years, and have occasionally raided the Rus- 
sian seal islands. When on araid we would watch for — Raids on Russian 
a favorable opportunity to make a landing, and then ‘s!@nds. 
kill male and female fur-seals indiscriminately. Prob- Destruction of pups. 
ably for every 500 marketable skins secured, double 
that number of pups were destroyed. I think that a Protection by a 
close season between the months of February and No. ‘°s°sese: 
vember in the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea should be estab- 
lished in order to prevent the extermination of the fur-seal species. 

I. M. LENARD. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, 1892. 


JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Experience. 


Deposition of Andrew Anderson, sea-otter hunter, residing on Kadiak Ts- 
land. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Andrew Anderson, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside at 
St. Paul, Kadiak Island, Alaska Territory. [Iam a 
sea-otter hunter by occupation, and am now master of — Experience. 

a hunting schooner. While engaged in hunting dur- 
ing the past eighteen years, I have killed more or less fur-seals. I 
usually first fall in with fur-seals off Cooks Inlet pede 

x 5 ic Appear off Cook’s In- 
about the first of Juue. I have noticed a perceptible tet about June ist. 
and gradual decrease in seal life for the past few years 
and attribute it to the large number of vessels engaged 
in hunting them at sea. JI have never seen a fur-seal , Pups not in water 
< : : 5 a : rey during season of birth. 
pup of the same season’s birth in the water at sea; 

. > a i Pups born only on 
neither have I any knowledge of any being born else- rookeries of Pribilof 
where than on a regular rookery. ee 

I have no knowledge of the existence of any rookeries, or any place 
where fur-seals haul up on the land, in the northern hemisphere, 
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Seals: Decrease of. 
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TESTIMONY 


other than those fur-seal rookeries on the several seal islands of Ber- 


ing Sea. 


My experience in seal hunting is that a much greater number of fe- 


Much greater num- 
ber of females taken. 


males .are taken at sea than males of the fur-seal 
species; and of the females, the majority are pregnant 
or milking cows. I believe that in order to preserve 


Prohibiti cpessary.o = : . 
rohibifion necessary-fy_seal life, pelagic hunting should be stopped abso- 


lutely. 


his 
ANDREW + ANDERSON. 


mark. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 


JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Charles Avery, sealer (master), residing on Kadiak Island. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Charles Avery, a resident of St. Paul, Kodiak, Alaska, being duly 


Experience. 


Seals first appear off 


Yakutat about April 
Ist. 


Ninety per cent of 
those taken are fe- 


males; majority preg- 


nant. 


Pelagic birth im- 


possible. 


Rookeries only on 
Pribilof Islands. 


sworn, deposed and said: I am captain of a sealing 
schooner; have been six years in Alaska; have been 
hunting seals three years. Istart the season off Yaku- 
tat. The first seals are seen about April first. We 
follow the seals back and forth, as schoolscome along. 
We use rifles and shotguns. Of those killed, the 
number saved varies with the skill of the hunters. 
Last year we lost very few. About 90 per cent of 
those saved are females, and the greater number with 
young. The females sink almost immediately when 
shot, if heavy with young. It is not possible to dis- 
tinguish sex when seals are Swimming, and killing is 
indiscriminate. I do not think that seals can be born 
in the water and live. I do not know of any rookery 
except those on the seal islands of the Bering Sea. 
CHARLES AVERY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 


JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Vassili Chichinoff et al., native fur hunters. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Vassili Chichinoff, Timothy Demidoff, Simeon Reisoff, Alamphy Pes- 
tikoff, Prokopy Nankook, Feodore Anutak, Hvan Grinoff, and Feodore 


Experience. 


natives of Alaska. 


Grinoff, being duly sworn, depose and say: We are 
residents of St. Paul, Kadiak Island, Alaska, and are 
Our occupation is hunting for fur-bearing animals, 


principally the sea-otter. 
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We all have an intimate knowledge of the coast of Alaska from Ka- 
diak to Unalaska, and know of no fur-seal rookeries : 
other than those on the seal islands of Bering Sea. »jookeres only on 
We have never seen fur-seal pups of the same season’s 
birth in the water at sea, and do not believe it possible — Pups can be reared 
for them to be successfully reared except on a rookery. °"!Y 7 # 700kery- 
There is no way of distinguishing the sex of fur-seals (except large 
bulls), in the water at sea, nor do hunters ever make a ee ; 
any effort to do so, but on the contrary kill all seals  ,,,imdiscriminate Kill 
they can indiscriminately. “ 

Fur seals have decreased very rapidly during the last five years, and 
we believe it is due to the large number of vessels en- 
gaged in hunting them at sea. 

Knowing that pelagic hunting is the cause of the decrease in fur-seal 
life, we are in favor of its entire and absolute suppres- 
sion and prohibition in order that said fur-seallife may , aot ae neces: 
be saved from extermination. 


Decrease. 


VASSILI CHICHINOFF. [In Russian]. 
TimotHy DEMIDOFF. [In Russian]. 
SIMEON RIESOFF (his x mark). 
ALAMPHY PESTIKOFF (his x mark.) 
PROKOPY NANKOOK (his x mark). 
FEODORE ANUTAK (his x mark). 
EVAN GRINOFF. [In Russian]. 
FEODORE GRINOFF (his x mark). 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Julius Christiansen, sea-otter hunter (master), residing on 
Kadiak Island. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Julius Christiansen, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside 
at St. Pauls, Kadiak Island, Alaska, and have lived in 
the Territory for the past ten years. Iam an otter 
hunter by occupation, and the owner of a schooner engaged in that 
pursuit. 

Last year (1891) I hunted for seals at sea. We first met them in the 
region of Prince William Sound, and followed them to the vicinity of 
the Barren Islands off Cooks Inlet. I used a shotgun almost exclusively 
last season, and lost about one-third of all fur-seals om 

Loss of life. Ma- 
shot. Of those secured, the larger part by far were fe- jority of those secured 
males, and the majority of these were preemant cows. Pregnant Zomales. 
It is impossible to distinguish the sex of the fur seal in the water at 
Sea, and no effort was made to doso. Wekilledallfur- 
Seals indiscriminately. Fur-seals when shot dead, sink 
almost immediately. I never knew of fur- seal. BYE) B+ Honey ofl erin vook- 
being born anywhere except on a rookery, and do not ery. 
believe they can be successfully raised under other con- — Rookery only on 
ditions. Neither have I any knowledge of a fur-seal Pribilof Islands. 
rookery existing anywhere except on the seal islands of 
Bering Sea. 


Experience. 


Indiscriminate. 


J. CHRISTIANSEN, 
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Subseribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of I. F. Feeny, owner and master of hunting vessel, residing 
on Kadiak Island. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


F. F. Feeny, a resident of Long Island, St. Paul Harbor, Kadiak, 
Alaska, being duly sworn, saith: I have resided in 
Alaska over twenty years. I am owner and captain of 
a hunting and trading schooner. I have been along the coast from 
Unimak Pass to Sitka. I have never hunted fur-seal regularly, but 
One-fifth lost. have kiled them when I came across them. Of seals 
Kighty per cent of killed, about four out of five aresaved. Of those taken, 
males iw ele fe probably four out of five are females. Most all of the 

milking. females taken are with young, or mothers. 
There is no way that I know of to distinguish the sex of a seal when 
Indiscriminate ki. 16 18 In the water. No attempt is made to discrimi- 
ing. nate the sex so as to kill only males. The seals have 
specrease: most decidedly decreased in number, caused by the 
oa at sea or continual hunting and killing in the open sea. I have 
ca never seen nor heard of a seal born at sea nor on kelp. 
Seu anon ped on I do not know of any rookery other than those of the 
ay seal islands in Bering Sea. In my opinion, if the seals 
cae ee neces- are not harassed and hunted at sea they willincrease, 
and to preserve them from extermination pelagic hunt- 

ing must be stopped. 


Experience. 


F, F FEENY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of William Foster, seal hunter, residing on Kadiak Island. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


William Foster, a resident of St. Paul, Kadiak, Alaska, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said: I am a hunter. Have been 
Experience. in Alaska eighteen years. Have been from Icey Bay 
to Unalaska. I have never hunted fur-seal until last 
year. From my own experience, and what I have been 
Appear off Cooks told by other hunters, about one-half of the seals killed 
of UGE ane sink. The seals appear oft Cook’s Inlet about May 1st. 
They appear off Unga about the 1st of June. 
A seal if shot dead will sink almost immediately. In my opinion, 
seals and all other fur-bearing animals are decreasing 
and the cause is pelagic hunting. I do not know of 
pegkerics oy °" any rookery outside of the seal islands of the Bering 
Sea, nor have I heard of any other. I have never seen 
pups born on kelp beds, and I am certain they can not 


Waste of life. 


Decrease. 


None born on kelp. 
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live and thrive on kelp beds. In my opinion, in order — Prohibition neces: 
to preserve the fur-seals, all pelagic sealing should be “™’ 
stopped. 

Wm. FOSTER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Edward Night Lawson, sealer (hunter), residing on Kadiak 
Island. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Edward Nighl Lawson, poms duly sworn, deposes and saith: I re- 
side at St. Pauls, Kadiak Island, Alaska, and have 
lived in the Territory for the past twelve years. Tam 
a sea-otter hunter by occupation and am well acquainted with the 
Northwest coast from San Francisco to Unalaska. 

In the years 1878 and 1879 [ was employed as a fur-seal hunter on 
board the schooners Favorite and Onward, respect- ji sorite 1873 
ively, both of Victoria, British Columbia; and in the Onward. is79. 
years 1884 and 1885 I was engaged in the same capac- are ean 
ity on the schooners Teresa and San Diego, respectively, — San Diego, isso. 
both hailing from San Francisco, Cal. 

In the Victoria vessels we started in to hunt fur-seals off Cape Flat- 
tery in February both years, following the seals along 5... ya 

. 5 = egan huuting off 
the coast as far as the Fair Weather ground. In the Cape Flattery in Feb- 
American vessels hunting began at Sand Point in ™"Y 
June, and, working on with the main herd from that |. And at Sand Point 
vicinity, we followed the seals through Unimak Pass ™?""* 
into Bering Sea. Breech-loading firearms were used exclusively. My 
own success as a hunter was a catch of 80 per cent of Gch cor eenreent 
all fur seals killed. I have killed females in milk in of those killed. 
Unimak Pass, and even out in the Pacific Ocean, 200 | Nursing females 
miles from the land. We can not distinguish between 7" 
the sexes of fur-seals in the water at sea, nor do we try to. On the 
contrary, everything in sight is taken if possible, ex- 
cept large bulls, whose skins are worthless. To secure 
a fur-seal it is best to shoot it through the body, as it will float longer 
than if shot through the head. Male fur-seals sink 
almost instantly when shot dead, while a pregnant 
female will float for several minutes. In order to prevent the extermi- 
nation of the fur-seal species I am of the opinion that 
a close season in the North Pacific Ocean and in Bering , Protection by aclose 
Sea should be established and enforced from April 1 
to November 1 of each year. I never saw a pup seal in the water nor 
on beds of kelp, and Ido not believe it possible for |, 

‘ 5 elagic birth im- 
them to be raised there. I know of no rookeries in possible. 
the North Pacific other than those on the seal islands ,/oekeres only on 
of Bering Sea, and have never heard of any others 
from a reliable source. 


Experience. 


Indiscriminate. 


Seals sinking. 


EDWARD NigHit LAWSON, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of William Rohde, hunter (master), residing on Kadiak Island. 
HABITS. 


William Rohde, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a resident 

of St. Paul, Kodiak, Alaska, and am captain of a hunt- 

ing and trading schooner. I have resided in Alaska 
Six years, and in all that time followed the calling of a hunter. 

Beginning at Cooks Inlet, in the spring, we find seals 

niece Mae Cooks off the inlet in May traveling westward along the coast 

towards the Bering Sea. I never hunted fur-seals, but 

Rane Re I have a knowledge of their habits and movements, 

aible: and I never saw a pup seal in the water, nor on a bed 

of kelp, and I know a pup seal could not live and 

thrive ona kelp bed. I know of no place where fur- 


Experience. 


islets Pony on he Seals haul out on land except the seal islands of Bering 
Sea, nor have I ever heard of such a place. 
W. ROMDE. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Peter Titchenoff, storekeeper for Alaska Commercial Com- 
pany, residing on Kadiak Island. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Peter Titchenoff, a resident of St. Paul, Kodiak, Alaska, being duly 
sworn, deposed and said: Iam a native of Alaska. 
Am 57 years old. I am storekeeper for the Alaska 
al rae ar ee Commercial Co. Iam acquainted with the coast from 
rookeries along coast. Sitka to Kodiak. J do not know of any rookery along 
the coast nor have I ever heard of any. 


Experience. 


PETER TITCHENOFF. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of John C. Tolman, United States deputy collector on Kadiak 
Island. ; 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


John C. Tolman, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am U.S. 
deputy collector. Resided nearly two years at Ko- 
diak in capacity of deputy collector. The seal are 
taken off Kodiak Island about the 1st of June. The hunters use shot- 
guns and rifles exclusively for taking seal. I think that from what I 
have been able to learn, about half the seal shot are lost, the hunters 

Be being unable to secure them before they sink. From 
precottfomsics,’ What I have been able to learn the majority of seals 
_ Indiscriminate kill- taken around Kodiak are females. Hunters use no 
ree discrimination in taking seal, but kill everything that 
pokes its head out of water near the boat. Sealers report that seals 
are not as plentiful as in former years. Scarcity of seal 
can be attributed to no other cause than pelagic hunt- 


Experience. 


Decrease. 
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ing and the indiscriminate shooting of seals in the open sea, both in the 
North Pacific and Bering Sea. I have never known 
any fur-seal to haul out on the coast of Alaska any- 
where except on the Pribilof Islands. 

. In my opinion, pelagic hunting should be stopped altogether in order 
to give the seal proper protection. I have resided in 
Wrangel the last year and a half. I have never seena 
fur sealin any of the inland waters of Alaska, nor have I ever heard of 
any being in the inland waters. 


No pelagic birth. 


Protection. 


JOHN C. TOLMAN. 


‘Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Nicholas William Andersen, hunter, Prince William Sound 
to Sennak Islands. 


HABITS. 


Nicholas William Andersen, a resident of Afognak, being duly sworn, 
deposed and said: I have been i in Alaska twenty years; if have been a 
hunter eighteen years; I have never hunted seals; I 
have been along the coast from Prince William Sound 

‘to Sennak Islands. Seals are first seen at Prince Wil- See ees 
liam Sound about May 1. I do not know, nor have [ about May 1. 
ever heard of any place where seals haul out or breed — pups born only on 
except the seal islands of the Bering Sea. [havenever Pribilof Islands. 
seen young seals born at sea, nor on kelp; nor do I be- 
lieve they can live on kelp beds. If seals are shot dead eee birth im- 
they must be picked up at once or they will sink. For ~ 
the preservation of seal life pelagic hunting should be een ae 
stopped. 


Experience. 


N. W. ANDERSEN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Ag gent. 


Deposition of Peter C. Muller, sealer (master), residing at Afognak. 


HABITS. 


I, Peter C. Muller, aresident of Afognak, being duly sworn, depose 
and say: That I have been in Alaska ‘eight years. My occupation is 
hunter. Jam captain of a hunting schooner and start the season off 
Cook’s Inlet. The first seals are seen about May. I 
have never been hunting seal, and have no experience A @Pcaranceof seals 
as to how many are saved; can not say whether the i 
Seals are increasing or decreasing innumbers. Ihave  ...), haw ap: auil 
never known or heard of any place where seals haul on the islands, ani 
out except seal island. I have never seen any pups 7° bom 0” kelp. 
born on kelp. 

PETER C. MULLER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Nicoli Apokchee, Peter Abankook, Stephan Langwalic, 
Tyfym Monin, Denis Malzoff, Wasyryon Oskew, Pavel Ofkew, and Pavel 
Ringchook, native fur hunters, residing at Fort Alexander, Cooks Inlet. 


HABITS: DECREASE. 


Nicoli Apokchee, Peter Abankook, Stephan Langwalic, Iyfym Monin, 
Denis Malzoff, Wasyryon Ofkew, Pavel Ofkew, and Pavel Ringchook, be- 
ing duly sworn, deposeand say: That we are natives of Alaska, and reside 
at the settlement known as Fort Alexander, on Cooks In- 
let, Alaska Territory. We are, by occupation, hunters 
of fur-bearing animals, excepting the fur-seal, and have been engaged 
in this pursuit the greater part of our lives, chiefly in thisregion. Fur- 

2 seals usually appear in the vicinity of Cooks Inlet early 

Seals appear at ; 3 p T SEs 
Cooks Inlet, May1.  IMthe month of May. Weare positive that the ma- 
jority of fur-seals do not enter Cooks Inlet, but pass 
across its entrance, following the coast of the mainland. We have 
Ets fe dg ee occasionally observed a few seals which had strayed 
wicameyaen: into the lower bays of the inlet, but they have only 
been seen at long and infrequent intervals. There are 
no fur-seal rookeries.in this part of Alaska. 

Fur-seals were formerly observed in this neighborhood in great num- 
bers, but of late years they have been constantly dimin- 
ishing, owing to the large number of sealing vesseis 
engaged in killing them. We have never seen fur-seal pups about 

Pups born only on this part of the coast, and have no knowledge of any 
Pribilof Islands. being born elsewhere than on the rookeries of the seal 
islands in Bering Sea, 


Experience. 


Decrease. 


Nicott APOKCHEE (his x mark). 
PETER ABANKOOK (his x mark). 
STEPHEN LANGWALIC (his x mark), 
IyrymM Monin (his x mark). 
DENIS MALZOFF (his x mark). 
WASYRYON OFKEW (his x mark). 
PAVEL OFKEW (his x mark). 
PAVEL RINGCHOOK (his x mark). 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Maxwell Cohen, agent of Alaska Commercial Company, at 
Fort Alexander, Cook Inlet. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 

Maxwell Cohen, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside at 
Fort Alexander, Cook’s Inlet, Alaska Territory, and am by occupation 
the agent of the Alaska Commercial Company at this place, where I 
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have resided for the past twenty-two years, during which time it has 
been my duty to collect and otherwise handle furs and skins of all de- 
scriptions for the aforesaid company. I have observed that fur-seals 
first appear in the neighborhood of Cook’s Inlet in 
small schools about the middle of April, coming from — P*Perience- 
the southward, and increase in numbers until the 
latter part of May, traveling along the coast of the 
mainland from the eastward to the westward, but never | Appear at Cook 
entering Cook’s Inlet above Anchor Point. They cross 7) “?°" APHIS. 
the entr: ance of the inlet and appear off the mainland again in the vi- 
cinity of Cape Douglass. Seal hunting commences about the region of 
Prince William Sound, Alaska Territory, e early in April. 
Native hunters secure about one-third of all fur-seals 
killed at sea, while in my belief white hunters secure even a less num- 
ber in proportion to those killed. In pelagic sealing no distinction is 
made by hunters as to the sex of the seals, the killing 
being done indiscriminately. It is not possible to dis- 
tinguish between the male and female seals at sea even if a hunter so 
desired, and this is the reason why pelagic seal hunting will soon result 
in the total extermination of the species. 

I do not know of, and have never heard of, fur-seals 


Haul up only on 
eee at any point but the seal islands of Bering payor Telanda 
ea. 


Migration. 


Waste of life. 


Indiscriminate. 


I have noticed in recent years a great decrease in seal life, which I 
attribute to the fact that they have been so persistently 
pursued and systematically slaughter ed by pelagic fur- 
seal hunters. After twenty-two years’ experience in Alaska in the 
fur business I have no hesitation in saying thatif the fur-seal species 
is to be saved from extinction all pelagic seal hunting 
must cease, as itis absolutely necessary that the female ,,Frombition neces- 
fur-seal should be allowed access to a rookery, in order — 
safely to deliver her young. 


Decrease. 


M. CoHEN. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Metry Monin, Nicoli Noojook, Stephan Toochyk, Alexy Ma- 
hagak, Tekan Ivanoff, Alexander Kamlook, Peter Charashook, Stephan 
Apavelook, Alexy Abakee, Simeon Tanapee, Nicoli Kashagak, Tekan 
Kookew, Pavel Abanyngaw, and Peter Abangac, native fur-hunters at 
Fort Alexander, Cook Inlet. 


HABITS. 


Metry Monin, Nicoli Noojook, Stephan Toochyk, Alexy Mahagak, 
Tekan [vanoff, Alexander Kamlook, Peter Charashook, 
Stephan Apavelook, Alexy Abakee, Simeon Tanapee, 
Nicoli Kashagak, Tekan Kookew, Pavel Abanyngaw, and Peter Aban- 
gac, being duly sworn, depose and say: That we are natives of Alaska, 
and reside at the settlement of Fort Alexander, Cook’s Inlet, Alaska 
Territory. We are, by occupation, hunters of fur animals, excepting 
the fur-seal, and have been engaged in this pursuit all our lives, chiefly 
in this neighborhood. The fur-seals usually appear _ 
about Cook’s Inlet early in the month of May. They ita eed ist 
were formerly found in this region in great numbers, 
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but of late years they have been constantly diminishing, owing to the 
number of sealing vessels engaged in killing them. 
They do not enter Cook’s Inlet, and there are no fur- 
No rookeries on seal rookeries in or about this part of Alaska. We 
gore: have never seen fur-seal pups about this part of the 
Gorn only on the Coast, and have no knowledge of-any being born outside 
aes of the rookeries on the seal islands of Bering Sea. 
METRY MONIN (his x mark). 
Nicott Noosook (his x mark). 
STEPHAN ToocHyk (his x mark). 
ALEXY MAHAGAK (his x mark). 
TEKAN IVANHOFF (his x mark). 
ALEXANDER KAMLOOK (his x mark). 
PETER CHARASHOOK (his x mark). 
STEPHAN APAVELOOK (his x mark). 
ALEXY ABAKEE (his x mark). 
SIMEON TANAPEE (his x mark), 
Nicott KASHAGAK (his x mark). 
TEKAN KOOKEW (his x mark). 
PAVEL ABANYNGAW (his x mark). 
PETER ABANGAC (his x mark). 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Decrease. 


Deposition of Alexander Shyha, native fur-hunter at Fort Alexander, 
Cook Inlet. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Alexander Shyha, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I am chief 
of the native settlement at Fort Alex cander, Cook’s Inlet, Alaska Ter- 
ritory, and am by occupation a hunter of all "fur- bearing animals found 
in this vicinity excepting the fur-seal. Lam anative of Alaska, and have 

resided all my life in the Territory. My occupation as 

Experience. a hunter has taken me along the coast and to the sea a 

distance of from 20 to 30 miles from the coast. In 
former years I found great numbers of fur-seals, but within the last 
few years I have observed that they have greatly dimin- 
ished in numbers, so that now f do not find any off 
Cape Elizabeth and the adjacent region, where formerly they abounded. 
I have never seen or heard of any fur-seal rookery out- 
side or Beoee yout side of Bering Sea. The fur-seals usually appear off 
this part of the coast about the -month of May, but 
they do not enter Cook’s Inlet.. The disappearance of the fur seal is 
due to the killing by pelagic seal hunters, who appear 
la Tease due to pe- in Jarge numbers off this part of the coast, and the 
: 7 scarcity of the fur-seals is in proportion to the number 
of vessels engaged in seal hunting. I have never seen a fur-seal pup 
in this region, and know that they are not born outside 
the rookeries on the seal islands in the Bering Sea. 
his 
ALEXANDER CALYNAC xX SHYHA. 


mark. 
Subscribed and sworn to before/me this 8th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Ay gent. 


Decrease. 


Birth of pups. 
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Deposition of John Andrew Bradley, resident of Coal Point, Cook’s Inlet. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


John Andrew Bradley, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside 
at Coal Point, on Kachekmak Bay, Cook’s Inlet, 
Alaska, and have lived in this immediate vicinity 
for the past four years. I have traveled extensively along all the 
Northwest Coast during the past twenty-two years, and am well 
acquainted with it. I have had no personal practical experience in 
fur-seal hunting, but at the same time have a fair knowledge of the in- 
dustry. Itis not.possible to make any distinction between males (other 
than large bulls) and females of the fur-seal species at sea, and there is 
none attempted. TF ull-powered bulls are, however, readily recognized 
at sea by their much larger size and darker fur; they are seldom taken, 
their pelts being compar ratively valueless. The ‘slaugh- 
ter is therefore. indiscriminate, the object being to se-  , Indiscriminate kill- 
cure all the skins possible. Fur-seals sink almost ni cepeies 
stantly after being struck, and unless picked up immediately can not 
berecovered. It ismy honest belief that for every fur-seal skin obtained 
by pelagic sealers, at least five other seals’ lives are ta- 
ken I believe that the decrease in fur-seal life, which has 
been constant of late years, is due principally to the a 

ecrease. 
number of vessels engaged in hunting them at sea. I 
have never seen any but a few str ageling seals in Cook’s Inlet, and 
these only on rare occasions. I have never heard of any fur-seal rook- 
eries in the North Pacific other than those on the seal islands of Bering 
Sea; and am positive that none exist in the vicinity of 
Cook’s Inlet. A Captain Erratt, of San Francisco, last ,N0, Tookeries near 
year induced parties of that place to fit out the schooner 
Lily L. on the face of his positive statement that a fur-seal rookery 
existed in the vicinity of Cook’s Inlet. The enterprise was a total fail- 
ure, however, no rookery being found, although a long and diligent 
search was made for it. It is my opinion that for the 
proper preservation of fur-seal life, all pelagic hunting , Prohibition neces- 
should be stopped absolutely. % 


Experience. 


Five-sixths lost. 


JOHN A. BRADLEY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Ayent. 


Deposition of John Duff, agent of the Cooper Coal and Commercial Com- 
pany, at Coal Point, Cook’s Inlet. 


HABITS. 


John Duff, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside at Coal 
Point, on Kachemak Bay, Cook’s inlet, Alaska, and have lived in the 
Territory for the last five years. Iam the agent for 
the Cooper Coal and Commercial Company at this 
piace, and have no personal knowledge of fur-seal life. At Afognak, 
where I was for two years engaged in ‘fur tr ading, handling skins and 
furs of all descriptions, I observed that the fur-seals Piste BolT a 
first appeared off that part of the coast in small num- ogsnak Island about 
bers about the latter part of of the month of April. lt vetof April. 


Experience. 
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They were most numerous towards the middle of June, passing in 
schools trom the eastward to the westward, following general trend of the 
coast. J have traveled extensively thr ough the Territory from Sitka to 
the Yukon River, and am positive that no fur-seal rook- 
pce nelies -oulyton-feries exist the region other than those on the seal 
islands of Bering Sea. Neither have I ever heard any 

reliable information of the existence of other fur-seal rookeries. 

JOHN DUFF. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Frederick Skibby, miner, residing at Coal Point, Cooks’s Inlet. 
HABITS. 


Frederick Skibby, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside at 
Coal Point, Kachemak Bay, Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, and 
have lived in the Territory for the past seven months, 
Perea ere ane exclusively at this place. [am a coal miner by oceupa- 
and waters. ° q 7 2 
tion, and have no knowledge of fur-seal life. I have 
ane in vii never seen a fur-seal in the waters of Cook’s Inlet, 
and do not think any fur-seal rookery exists in this 
Vicinity, as otherwise I believe I should have heard of it. 
FRED SKIBBY. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Experience. 


Deposition of James Wilson, agent for the Northern Packing Company at 
Fort Kenai, Cooks’s Inlet. 


HABITS. 


James Wilson, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside at the 
settlement known as Fort Kenai, Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, and have lived 
in the Territory for the past twenty-three years, chiefly in this region. 
Tam at present agent for the Northern Packing Com- 
pany at Fort Kenai, and have no practical knowledge 
of fur-seal life. There is a hair-seal rookery in the northern part of 
Cook’s Inlet, on Kalgin Island, about latitude 60° 30’ north. I have 

No fur seals inn. UeVer known fur-seals to come up into Cook’s Inlet, 

o fur seals in in- a SiGOUnS ‘ 
land waters. above Anchor Point, and am positive that no fur-seal 
rookery exists in the region; neither have I ever heard 
of fur-seal rookeries in the northern hemisphere other 
than those on the seal islands of Bering Sea. 


Experience. 


No rookery on coast. 


JAMES WILSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United Slates Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Ivan Alexandroff and Feodor Bakastoff, priest and chief, 
respectively, of natives at Soldovoi, Cook's Inlet. 


HABITS: DECREASE, 


John Alexandroff and Feodor Barastoff, being duly sworn, depose 
and say: We are respectively the priest and chief of the natives at 
the settlement known as Soldovoi, on Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, and have 
lived in the immediate vicinity all our lives. We are, by occupation, 
hunters of all fur-bearing animals, excepting the fur- 
seal. We have had no experience in hunting fur-seals, 
because we are informed that it is unlawful. Our occupation does not 
take us below the entrance to Cook’s Inlet, in a line from Cape Eliza- 
beth on the peninsula to Cape Douglass on the main- whet 
land opposite. In the latter part of June and the first Inlet latter part of 
part of July a few straggling fur-seals are seen about 7ue#ndtrstofJuly. 
the entrance to the inlet, but the actual time of their appearance is un- 
certain. Fur-seals were "formerly much more plentiful, 
however, but of late years are becoming constantly 
scarcer, This is, we think, owing to the number of vessels engaged in 
hunting them at sea. We have never heard of, and, 

eon: : a (ae Le ups born only on 
have no knowledge of, fur-seal pups being born else-  pribilof Islands. 
where than on the rookeries of the seal islands in 
Bering Sea, nor do we know of any rookeries other paygeeyss only om 
than those abovementioned. No fur-seals are ever seen 
in Cook’s Inlet above Anchor Point. We believe that Prohibition neces 
in order to permanently preserve fur-seal life pelagic ““* 
hunting should be stopped. 


Experience. 


Decrease of seals. 


IvAN ALEXANDROFF. 


his 
FEODOR x BARASTOFF. 
mark. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Ivan Canetak, Michaeler Balashoff, Nicoli Inloo, Sacar Ba- 
lashoff, Nicoli Nicoli, Sacar Rolyah, and Nicoli Inloo, jr., native fur 
hunters on Cooks Inlet. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Ivan Canetak, Michaeler Balashoff, Nicoli Inloo, Sacar Balashoff, 
Nicoli Nicoli, Sacar Rolyah, and N icoli Tle! JL. being duly sworn, de: 
pose and say: We reside at the settlement known as 
Soldovoi, on Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, and have lived in the 
immediate neighborhood all our lives. Weare, by occupation, hunters 
of all fur-bearing animals, excepting the fur-seal, which we do not hunt 
because we have been told it is unlawful. In the latter i Can eee 

ate : ; ppear latter part 
part of June and the first part of July, while engaged of June about Cooks 
in hunting, we have observed fur-seals about the en- ™&- 
trance of the inlet, passing to the westward; but have never seen any 
above Anchor Point. They were formerly much more 
plentiful than now, which is owing, we believe, to the 
number of vessels engaged in killing them at sea. We have never 
known of fur-seal pups being born elsewhere than on the eaneie eree 
rookeries of the seal islands in Bering Sea. Neither bilof Islands. 


Experience. 


Decrease. 
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Rookeries only on have we any knowledge of the existence of any fur- 
pein sands: seal rookeries other than those above mentioned. We 
Prohibition neces- believe that, in order to permanently preserve fur-seal 
ees life, all pelagic hunting should be stopped. 
IVAN CANETAK (his x mark). 
MICHAELER BALASHOFF (his x mark). 
NiIcout INLOO (his x mark). 
SACAR BALASHOFF (his x-mark). 
Nicoui NICOL! (his x mark). 
SACAR ROLYAH (his x mark). 
Nicout INLOO, jr. (his x mark). 


Subscribed and sworn to, before me, this oth day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Age nt. 


Deposition of Elias Esaiossen, miner, at Soldovoi, Cooks Inlet. 
HABITS. 


Elias Esaiossen, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith: I reside at 
the setitlement known as Soldovoi, on Cook’s Inlet, 
gHas never seenfur Alaska, and have lived in the immediate neighborhood 
Anchor Point. four years. J am a miner and prospector by occupa- 
tion, and have no knowledge of or experience in fur- 
the inlet above seal life. JI have never seen fur-seals in the waters of 
Anchor Point, and am positive that no fur-seal rook- 
ween eery in the ery exists in the region, nor have I ever heard of any 
zs other rookeries than those on the seal islands of Ber- 
ing Sea. 
ELIAS ESAIOSSEN. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Vassili Feodor, native fur hunter, Cook’s Intet. 
HABITS. 


Vassili Feodor, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I am a native 
of Alaska, and reside at the settlement known as Soldovoi, on Cook’s 
Inlet, Alaska, where I have lived all my life. lam by 
occupation a hunter of all fur-bearing animals except - 
the fur-seal, which I am told it is unlawful to kill. Ihave observed 

m1 while engaged in hunting sea-otter, that fur seals first 

ppear oft Cape 

Elizabeth about mid- appear off this part of the coast in the vicinity of Cape 
pee cts Elizabeth, about the middle of the month of April, 
and are most numerous about the middle of June. They move across 
the mouth of the inlet from the eastward to the westward in schools. 
1 have observed a few scattering fur seals in the lower part of Cook’s 
Inlet, but only at long and irregular intervals; I have 


Experience. 


Never seen above 


Anchor Point. never seen a fur-seal in the w ater sof Cook’s Inlet above 
Anchor Point. Fur-seals were formerly much more 
Decrease. numerous than of late years, and are each year becoming 


constantly scarcer. J believe this decrease is due to 
Cause. the number of vessels which are engaged in hunting 
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them at sea. I have never heard of tur-seal pups be- 

ing born anywhere except on a rookery; and t have no Pups born only on 
knowledge of any fur-seal rookeries in Alaska other reekeries on Pribilot 

than those on the seal islands of Bering Sea. I think 7°" 
fur-seals would increase if all hunting at sea was stopped. 

; his 

VASSILI X FEODOR. 

mark, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of April, 1592. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 

United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of A. J. Guild, sealer and miner, at Cook’s Inlet. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


A. J. Guild, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside at the 
settlement known as Soldovoi, on Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, and have lived 
at settlements along the coast between Sitka and Cook’s Inlet for the 
past eleven years. I am a miner by occupation, but 
formerly followed the sea. I was for two seasons 
employed by parties in Port Townsend, Washington, as a sea- 
man on board of sealing schooners clearing from that place. Their 
hunters were all natives, who came from Neeah Bay, Washington. Fur- 
seals were first met off Cape Flattery as early as the aepeaceon cere 
first part of the month of January, and increased in Flattery first part of 
numbers until the early part of June, diminishing again 7@™™'y- 
towards the latter part of the month. Their migratory movement is 
from the southward to the northward, following the 
general trend of the coast line. They first approach 
the coast en masse about Cape Flattery, but I have known of stragglers 
being seen as far south as Coos Bay. The vessels in which I sailed 
followed the seals up the coast of Vancouver Island as far north as 
Clayoquot Sound, at which point we left them in the latter part of July, 
owing to their scarcity. Other and larger vessels followed them to a 
greater distance, generally going up into Bering Sea, and keeping along 
with the main herds. 

The native hunters used spears exclusively in hunting the seals, anc 
secured fully two-thirds of all struck. I am of the 
opinion that with firearms not more than one-third of , Metra 
the animals shot are actually secured. Of theskins One-third with fire- 
taken in this region fully nine-tenths are pregnantand “Ninety per cent 
milking females, but I never saw a young pup in the presnant or milking 
water. Large bulls were never taken, their skins be- 
ing practically valueless. Among all other fur seals at sea no distine- 
tion is possible and none is attempted. The killing is Ra fe. : 
indiscriminate, the object being to secure all the pelts pie os a 
possible. Bulls are, however, readily recognized at 
sea by their larger size and darker fur. 

Females are most plentiful about the Vancouver coast from the mid- 
dle of May to the end of June, very few others being secured during 
that period, the males having mostly gone north previously. 

Pregnant female seals, being heavy and stupid, and sluggish of move- 
ment, are more easily approached, and in consequence a greater pro- 
portionate number of them are secured. 


Experience. 


Migration. 
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, Fur-seals sink almost invariably in less than three minutes after be- 
ing killed, and gravid cows much quicker, 

They should be approached from the lee side quietly, and picked up 
as soon after being struck as possible in order to secure them. I am 
decidedly of the opinion that fur-seal life has consid- 
erably decreased of late years, and believe it is due 
principally to pelagic sealing. I have never heard of, nor have no 

knowledge of fur-seal pups being porn elsewhere in 

oe uns, pam we the northern hemisphere than on the rookeries of the 

seal islands of Bering Sea. Neither do I know of any 

other rookeries than the aforesaid. It ismy opinion, that for the proper 

preservation of fur-seal life all pelagic hunting should 

nece he prohibited and stopped absolutely, as I think the 

female seal should have access to a rookery in order 
safely to deliver her young. 


Decrease. 


Prohibition 
sary. 


A. J. GUILD. 


Subscribed and sworn to before this 9th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Robert Michaelsen, miner and prospector, residing at Soldo- 
V0%, Cook? s Inlet. 


HABITS. 


Robert Michaelsen, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside at 
the settlement known as Soldovoi, on Cook’s Inlet, Alaska, and have 
lived in the Territory for the past ten years, chiefly at settlements 
along the coast between Sitka and Cook’s Inlet. [am a miner and 
prospector by occupation, and have never had any ex- 
perience in sealing. I have become well acquainted 
with the coast while engaged in my business of prospecting, traveling 
along it in a canoe and entering all bays, inlets, streams, ete., between 

the points above mentioned, and am positive that no 
Gong ToCkeries along yookeries exist in that region. In Cook’s Inlet the water 
is very muddy above Anchor Point, and I have never 
known fur seals to be seen beyond it. Below that point 
Ang, Seals seen above «a ‘few stragglers are occasionally observed, but never 
more than two or three at a time. 
ROBERT MICHAELSEN. 


Experience. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of John W. Smith, agent of North American Commercial 
Company, at Soldovoi, Jook’s Inlet. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


John W. Smith, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at 
pees the settlement known as Soldovoi, on Cook’s Inlet, 
tg igre Alaska. I have lived in the Territory for the past 
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twenty-four years, chiefly at trading posts along the coast of Alaska, 
between Prince William Sound and the Yukon River, in the employ of 
fur-trading companies. Iam at present the agent of the North American 
Commercial Company at this place, and it is my duty to trade in, and 
otherwise handle furs and skins of all descriptions. Fur-seals first 
appear off the coast of the mainland, in the neighbor- 
hood of Port Etches, early in the month of April, pro- 
viding the winter has been one of average duration. I believe the 
severity of the winter season has a direct bearing on the 
time of the movement northward of the fur-seals, as I 
have observed that if it has beem an open one, they appear at an earlier 
date; while after an unusually severe one, the seals are later in making 
their appearance. Fur-seals travel in large schools, which follow each 
other closely. The annual migration of their entire number occupies 
from three to four weeks in passing a point in the region of Prince 
William Sound, and they move from the southward and eastward to the 
northward and westward. 

To the best of my knowledge and belief, fur-seal life has considerably 
diminished within the past few years, which fact I at- 
tribute to the large number of vessels which have been 
engaged in pelagic seal hunting of late years. Breech- 
loading firearms (rifles and shotguns) are the instru- 
ments principally employed by pelagic fur-seal hunters, both native and 
white. By means of these weapons a greater number of skins are se- 
cured in a season than when spears are used; but the 
proportion of seals struck and lost, to those actually 
secured, is much less when the spear is used. It is im- 
possible to distinguish between male and female seals Sex indistinguish- 
at sea, even if the hunters so desired, except in the 77° ™ wter- 
case of full-powered bulls, when they are readily recognized by their 
greatly superior size. Large bulls are rarely taken. No distinction is 
thought of by pelagic seal-hunters, and the killing is 
done indiscriminately, the object being to secure as_ indiscriminate kill- 
many skins as possible. Fur-seals taken in the open ~ 
sea must be struck in moderately calm weather, and picked up imme- 
diately afterwards in order to secure them before sinking. 

I have no knowledge of, and have never heard of, the existence of 
@ny fur-seal rookeries in the northern hemisphere, ET year a 
other than those on the seal islands of Bering Sea. I on jslmmds. 
have never known of fur-seal pups being born else- ,, 

5 5 f ; . pups born else- 
where than on the aforesaid rookeries. It is my belief where. 
that for the permanent preservation of fur-seal life, all aysoiute  prohibi 
pelagic hunting should be prohibited absolutely. tion necessary. 


JOHN W. SMITH. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Migration. 


Effect of climate. 


Decrease. 


Shooting seals. 


Waste of life. 


TESTIMONY TAKEN IN PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND. 


Deposition of Nicoli Gregoroff et al. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Nicoli Gregoroff, Peter Adungan, Pavel Shimeakin, Anton Kalishni- 
koff, Avakoon Kalishnikoff, Miron Aliman, Timofe Chayha, Afanasse 
Malick, Marka Koosche, Giorgi Agooklook, Gregory Aogay, Makar, 
Choomovitsky, Yakoff Abakoo, and. Evan Choomovitsky, “being duly 
sworn, depose and say: We are natives of Alaska, and reside at 
Port Etches, Prince William Sound, Alaska, and have lived in 
the Territory all of our lives. We are hunters of fur- 
bearing animals, and are well acquainted with the 
coast line of this region. In the latter part of March a few fur-seal 

note Me as usually first make their appearance in Prince William 

ppear in rince 
William Sound in lat’ Sound, and are most plentiful in the latter part of 
ter part of March. = April. They are mostly large males, very few females 
being taken, and those only towards the close of the season in the latter 
part “of May. Very few females taken in this region but are pregnant. 

We use fire-arms (rifles and shot-guns) principally, and hunt in bi- 

darkas. We have never seen fur-seal pupsof the same 


Experience. 


Pelagic birth impos- 
sible. 


kelp, and do not think they could be successfully raised 
pecakeries only on under such conditions. Neither have we any knowl- 
edge of the existence of any fur-seal rookeries, except 
those on the seal islands of Bering Sea. 
We have no way of distinguishing fur-seals in the water at sea, as to 
eran _ whether males or females, and do not try to do so; but 
pe discriminate kill: kil] all we can indiscriminately. -Large seals sink rap- 
“4 idly, while the smaller ones float a few minutes. Fur- 
seals have decreased in numbers of late years, and we 
believe it is due principally to the large number of 
vessels hunting them at sea. We think that for the 
ae ae neces: proper preservation of the fur-seal species, all pelagic 
: hunting should be stopped absolutely. 
NICOLI GREGOROFF {In Russian]. 
PETER ADUNGAN (his x mark). 
PAVEL SHIMEAKIN (his x mark). 
ANTON KALISHNIKOFF (his x mark) 
AVAKOON KALISHNIKOFF (his x mark). 
Miron ALIMAN, (his x mark). 
TIMOFE CHAYHA (his x mark). 
AFANASSE MALICK (his x mark). 
MArRKA KOOSCHE (his x mark) 
GIORGI AGOOKLOOK (his x mark). 
GREGORY AOGAY (his x mark). 
MAKAR CHOOMOVITSKY (his x mark). 
YAKOFF ABAKOO (his x mark), 
Evan CHoomovitsky (his x mark), 


Decrease. 


234 


season’s birth in the water or on patches of floating _ 


eee, 
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I hereby certify that I have interpreted the subject matter to those 
persons whose signatures are hereto affixed and that they truly under- 
stand its contents. 

NEEPOLI GREGOROFF. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Frank Korth, agent for fur trading company at Port Etches. 
DECREASE. 


Frank Korth, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside at Port 
Etches, Prince William Sound, Alaska, and have lived in the Territory 
for the last eight years. Jam the agent for a fur trading company at 
this place, but never had any personal experience in fur-seal hunting. 
I am, however, well acquainted with the coast of 
Alaska from Prince William Sound to Unimak Pass. 
Fur-seals usually first appearin Prince William Sound 
5 acts é a E35 irst appearance of 
in large schools, early in the month of April. oe seals in Prince Wil- 
were formerly much more plentiful than of late years, lm Sound. 

In the early part of the season the males are most nu- 


Experience. 


. ; : . . Decrease. 
merous, a few females being taken towards its close in 
the latter partof May. Firearms (riflesand shotguns) 
le Weapons. 


are used almost exclusively. <All seals sink quickly, 
but those shot through the head and killed remain 
on the surface longest. I have no knowledge of fur- NO. Pups ates am 
seal pups being born in the water, or on patches of ; 
floating kelp, and do not believe they could be successfully raised under 
such conditions. Neither do I knowofany fur-seal rookeries other than 
those on the seal islands of Bering Sea. Owing to the 

steady decrease in fur-seal life of late years, due to the ASE ne 
large number of vessels hunting them at sea, it is my 
opinion that in order to save the species from extermina- 
tion all pelagic hunting of fur-seals should be prohibited 
and stopped absolutely. 


Prohibition neces- 
sary. 


FRANK C. KorTH, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Olaf Kvam, sealer. 
HABITS. 


Olaf Kvan, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside on Green 
Island, in Prince William Sound, Alaska, and have 
lived in the territory for the last ten years. I am 
a mariner by occupation, but of late years have been engaged in hunt- 


Experience. 
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First appearance of 
seals in Prince Wil- 
liam Sound. 


Decrease. Pelagic 
sealing. Mostly preg- 
nant females killed. 


Waste of life. 

Indiscriminate. 

Pups not born in 
water. 


Rookeries only on 
the islands. 


ing fur-bearing animals. Seals first appear in Prince 
William Sound about the Ist of May, and were formerly 
quite plentiful, while now they are becoming constantly 
scarcer. I do not know the cause of this decrease. All 
the seals which I have seen killed were females, and 
the majority of these were pregnant cows. My experi- 
ence is that about four-fifths of all fur-seals killed in 
the water are lost. I can not tella male from a female 
in the water, and when killing them never make any 
effort to do so, as the object is to get all the skins pos- 
sible. I have never seen a live pup of the same sea- 
son’s birth in the water. I have no knowledge of the 
existence of any fur-seal rookery or place where fur- 
seals haul up on the land, other than on the rookeries 


of the several seal islands in Bering Sea. 


OLAF KVvAM. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 


JOSEPH Murray, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


TESTIMONY TAKEN IN YAKUTAT BAY. 


Deposition of Akotoo, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Akatoo, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at Yakutat 
about thirty years ago; am a hunter by occupation, 
hunting sea otter and bear. Have always taken seal 
with spear and shotgun; never used a rifle. When  oses none with 
spear was used I lost none, and I lose no seal when I spear or shotgun. 
use the shotgun, for I don’t shoot them unless theyare  \, 4. oo ; 
close to the boat. Most of the seal killed by me have cows. Pp 
been females with pup. I shoot all seal that comes 
near the canoe and use no discrimination, as I can not 
distinguish a-young bull from a cow in the water. All 
hunters shoot everything that comes near their boats. jot porn in water. 
Never heard of a seal pup being born in the water nor 
on the land, but have heard they are born on some islands in Bering 
Sea. In the winter a few pups are driven’ into the bay 
by the storms. Seal are becoming very scarce on the 
coast and the Indians have hard work killing what few they do. I 
think the white men should be stopped from killing seal 
off the coast of Alaska so that they will become plenty 
again. That is all I know about seal. 


Experience. 


Indiscriminate kill- 
ing. 


Decrease. 


Prohibition neces- 
sary. 


AKATOO, his x mark, 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892. 
_A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Atenas-Koo, Yakutat Indian sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Atenas-Koo, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am an old man. 
Was bornin Yakutat and am a member of the Yakutat 
tribe of Indians. I have hunted all my lite. Have 
killed fur-seals, mostly females with pup, but have 
never seen or heard of fur-seals hauling up on the land 
in this part of Alaska, or anywhere else. Never have on aivarace 
known fur-seal pups to be born in the water, nor have 
I ever heard of pups being born in the water or any- 
where else on Alaska. Have never known of nor have 


Experience. 


Mostly fur seals 
with pup killed. 


Fur-seal pups not * 
born in water. 
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T seen any fur-seal in the waters of Disenchantment as 
Bay or any other inlet in this part of Alaska. They do | Not seen in inlaud 
not frequent these places. That is all I have got to 
Say. 
ATENAS-KO0oO, his x mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 18th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Gonastut, Yakutat Indian sealer. + 
PELAGIC SEALING—DECREASE. 


Gonastut, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Lam 30 years old. I 
Here: was born at Kodiak and live at Yakutat and belong 
to the Yakutat tribe of Indians. Am a hunter by oc- 
nen tiseriminate il cupation. Have killed a few fur-seal. I kill every- 
thing that comes near the boat and use no discrimina- 
tion, as the sex can not be told in the w ater, except it be an old bull, 
which is told by its size. Have used shotgun and rifle in taking seal. 
I lose about 50 per cent when I use the shotg un, and more are lost 
when rifle is used. I always shoot them in the head when possible, 
Pee Genin but if not possible 1 shoot them in any part of the body 
cept on Pribilof Is- that isexposed. I have never known any fur-seal to 
lands. haul up on the land in any part of Alaska, except on 
No pelagic birth. the Pribilof Islands. Never have heard of any pup 
seals being born in the water. Have never seen any fur-seal in the 
inland waters of southern Alaska, but have heard of pups being seen 
in the bays during the prevalence of storms on the coast in w inter time. 
Seal are becoming very scarce this last three or four 
me eBSR years, and Indian hunters can hardly kill them now. 
Too many schooners are hunting seal and Indian hunters have to go a 
long way in their canoes in order to get any, and they 
seldom kill one. Seal will soon be no more unless the 
Great Father stops the schooners from hunting. That is all I have got 
to say. 


Protection. 


GONASTUT, his x mark. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892, 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Jacob Hartlisnuk, Yakutat Indian hunter. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Jacob Hartlisnuk, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was_ born 
at and have lived in Yakutat all my life. I belong to the Yakutat 
tribe of Indians. I am now avery old man. I am by occupation a 
hunter. I have hunted sea-otter, but have never killed 
a fur-seal in my life. Never have known of a fur- | No pelagic birth 
seal pup being born in the water or anywhere else *"°™™ 
in Alaska, nor have I ever heard of fur-seal being 
hauled out on the land in Alaska. I have traveled ,,2¢70t bau! up on 
from Icy Bay to Sitka Sound and meet many Indians 
belonging to other tribes of Indians, and they never have told me that 
they had ever seen any fur-seal hauled out on the coast of Alaska or on 
any of the rocks adjacent thereto. I have have heard 
that fur-seal do haul out, and that the pups are ,,2°% ja? amd 2 
born on the Pribilof Islands. It is reported to me by 
Indians who hunt fur-seal that they are becoming very _Pecrease. 
scarce. They have noticed decrease in the last four . 
years. I think if the schooners were prohibited from — Pztection. 
sealing they would become plentiful on this coast again. That is all I 
have to say. 

his 
. JACOB X HARTLISNUK. 
mark. 

Witness to his mark: 

PETER CHURCH, 
United States Inter preter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Sam Hayikahtla, hunter. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Sam Hayikahtla, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Yakutat, and have lived there all my life. Am 49 years old. Have 
been hunting all my life. Never heard of any fur-seals being hauled 
up on the land on any part of the coast of Alaska 
where I have traveled. Nor have leverheard of pups No pelagic birth. 
being born in the water, or on the land in any part of 
Alaska, except on the Pribilof Islands in Bering Sea. I travel from 
Icy Bay to Sitka, and have neverheard Indians of other 

ever heard of fur 
tribes say that they had seen fur-seals hauled out on seals born in water, 
the land, nor have I ever heard them say that pups 27,20 they haul out 
were born in the water. Fur-seal are getting very 
scarce along this coast and Indian fur-seal huntershave — P°7e2s¢- 
reat trouble in getting any now, while in former years they got plenty. 
f the Great Father does not stop schooners from hunt- 


Protection. 
ing seal along the coast of Alaska and in Bering Sea, 
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the seal will soon be gone and the Indian must starve that makes his 
living by hunting them. Iam told the white hunter kills mostly cow 
seal with pup. That is all I have to say. 


his 
SAM x HAYIKAHTLA, 
mark, 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to befcie me this 18th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Kinkooga, Yakutat sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Kinkooga, being duly sworn deposes and says: I was born at Yak- 
utat and have lived there all my life. Iam about 40 
years old, think. By occupationlam ahunter. Have 
Do not haul up on killed afew fur-seal inmy life. Have never known any 
eae ee fur-seal to haul out on the land, nor have I heard of 
o pelagic birth. - 7am ; : 

any being hauled out on the land from people of differ- 
_ Indiscriminate kill- ent tribes whom I havemet. Have never seen or heard 
iat of a fur-seal pup being born in the water. Hunters 
use no discrimination in hunting seal, but shoot everything that comes 
near the boat. Have traveled from Icy Bay to Wrangel and have never 
seen any seal in the inland waters in my life. A few fur-seal pups have 
been killed in the bay within my remembrance, in the winter seasons, 
driven there by the storms on the coast at those times. 
Seal are getting very scarce on the coast the last three 
or four years. The reason of the scarcity is, I think, that there are too 
mnany white hunters sealing in the open waters. Indian hunters can not 
get any more in canoes on account of the few seals that 
are left, are so far from the land, All sealing in open 
waters by white men should be stopped. I have no more to say. 

KINKOOGA, his x mark, 


Experience. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892. 


A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Nechantake, Yakutat Indian sealer. 


PELAGIC SEALING—MIGRATION. 


Nechantake, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iwas born in Yak- 
ed ie _,. utat and have lived there all my life. I belong to the 
Experience. Seals C : . 
do not haul up on Yakutat tribe of Indians, and am averyold man. Am 
eke ~ by occupation a hunter. Have never known any fur- 
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seal to be hauled up on the coast of Alaska from Iey Bay to Wrangel. 
I have been up and down between those places many times. Fur-seal 
are not as plentiful on the coast as they used to be. The Indians kill 
but very few now. In former years they used to get many of them, 
but the last few years they have become very scarce 
and the Indian hunters take very few. I think the 
reason of the seal becoming so scarce is that there are too many white 
men hunting seal in the Bering Sea and the Pacific Ocean and it 
should be stopped. Have never seen any fur-seals in 
the sounds or inlets between this place and Wrangel 
at any time of year. In early days a few pups used to prurscalsneverseen 
be driven inte this bay in the winter by the storms on at Wrangel any time 
the coast. I have no more to say. toa 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


NECHANTAKE, his x mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of W. Roberts, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


W. Roberts, being duly sworn, deposes and says: [reside at Yakutat 
Bay, Alaska, and [ am by occupation a mariner. I have been engaged 
in the business of catching seals in the North Pacific : 
Ocean and Bering Sea for four years, three years as 
sailor, one year as captain, two years off the coast of British Columbia, 
two years off Southeast Alask: ,and Bering Sea. 

I have found that seals appear off the Farralone Is- 

Jands about Christmas, off British Columbiain March, |, Mistappearance of 
off Yakutat Bay April 15th. 

Have used both rifle and shotgun in killing seals, but now use shot- 
gun only, having found that for same number of shots 5, on. note 
more seals are taken therewith. When rifle is used rite" 
less than one seal for five shots is secured; many shots Waste of life. 
miss, but of those seals hit about one-h: uf are secured. If shot in the 
head a seal will usually float and is taken. If shot through the body it 
usually sinks, or eseapes to die later. When shotgun is used about 
one seal is secured for five shots, those not secured generally sink at 
once or are badly wounded and escape to die. Of seals shot dead about 
one-half sink at once and one-half are taken, 

In the trip just made off this coast, I have taken eighty-one seals, of 
which three were bulls, three were bachelors, two were 
yearlings, about fifty were females pregnant, rest fe- , MMomty, of, coast 
males barren. This isa fair average. It is harder to 
take an old seal than a young one, the older ones being more on the 
alert and are not less active when ‘pregnant. 

Yearlings are rarely taken in North Pacific. The age or sex of @ 
seal in the water can not be distinguished, except that when close 
the apparent size is an indication of age. 


2716—VCL II 16 


Experience. 
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No discrimination is shown in taking seal. The object is to take 
every one possible. During past four years have not 
Ree Rate is kil poticed much change in number of seal. 

Pups are not born i in water. In some cases females 
far advanced in pregnancy haul up on coast to give birth; but other- 
wise seals do not stop, except at Pribiloff Islands. 

I have been in Bering Sea but a part of one season. Of the seals 
2 taken about one-third were males, one third females 
roportions caught 
in Bering Sea. with young, one-third barren and yearlings. 
Nursinecows taken 1 have taken nursing females when as much as 100 
Jo0milestrom islands. miles from Pribiloft Islands. 

From my knowledge and from conversation with 

ae ee souner sealers, « believe that for the proper preserva- 
; tion of seal life, sealing should be absolutely prohibited 
every two or three years. 
W. ROBERTS. 


YAKUTAT BAy, ALASKA, May, 1892. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of May, A. D. 
1892, 
GILES B. HARBER, 
Lieutenant, U. S. N. 


Deposition of Rondtus, Yakutat Indian sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Rondtus, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at Yaku- 
tat, and belong to the Yakutat tribe of Indians. Am 
Experience. about 28 years old, and a hunter by occupation. I 
have hunted fur-seal, otter, and bear. I use a shot- 
gun to hunt for seal. Have lost very few seal, as I always shoot them 
near the boat. Everything in shape of a seal that 
gy indiscriminate kill: Gomes near the boat is killed. I use no discrimina- 
x tion. I have never seen nor heard of a fur-seal pup 
. Batt being born in the water, or on the rocks, on any part 
No pelagic birth. of the coast of Alaska, but have heard that seal are 
born on the Pribilof Islands. Seal are getting very 
searce along the coast, caused by the indiscriminate 
slaughter of seals in the open waters. Most of the seals taken by me 
have been cows with pups. It would be a good thing 
for the Indians if the schooners were prohibited from 
sealing in the Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean; if itis continued 
the Indians who Bene on fur-seal for a living must starve. Years ago 
a few seal pups were driven into the bays by the storms on the coast 
during the winter season. That’s all I know. 
RtoNDLusS, his x mark. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892, 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Schkatatin, Yakutat Indian sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Schkatatin, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born in 
Yakutat and T have lived there all my life. I belong 
to the Yakutat tribe of Indians and am now a very old Experience. 
man; am by occupation a hunter. Yes; I have killed 
fur-seal. I used the bow and arrow for killing them. Never knew 
any fur-seal pups to be born in the water or anywhere 
else in Alaska. Have heard that they are born on the 
Pribilof Islands. Have never known any fur-seal to , Do not haul up on 

fs : : askan coast. 
come up on the land in Alaska or on any of the islands 
adjacent thereto, but have heard that they do haul out on the Pribi- 
lof Islands. I have traveled fromley Bay to Nuchuk ,, ens 
ave never seen 

and back along the coast as far east as Lityu Bay, and fur-seals in inland 
have never seen any fur-seal in any inland waters W@ter: 
wherever I have traveled. I think the Great Father should stop all 
schooners from hunting seal in Bering Sea and the 
Pacific Ocean, so the seal would become plentiful 
again and the Indian hunters would again have a chance to kill them. 
That is all I know about seal. 


No pelagic birth. 


Protection. 


SCHKATATIN, his x mark. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Showoosch, Yakutat Indian sealer, 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Showoosch, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iwas born at Sitka; 
am a very old man and [ belong to the Yakutat tribe of Indians; have 
been a hunter all my life, hunting sea-otter and seal 
in the summer and bear and fox in the winter. When — Experience. 

I was a young man [ killed fur-seal off Yakutat Bay, 
using a spear altogether. I haven’t killed any seal 
lately, as they are eetting very scarce. The majority of 
seal killed by me have been cows; have killed afew small males. Have 
never known or heard of any pups being born in the 
water or anywhere on the coast, nor have I ever known 
or heard of any fur-seals being hauled up on the land De net haul up on 
anywhere in Alaska. Once ina while a few pupsare 

driven into the bay by the hard gales blowing from the southeast on 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 
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the coast during the month of December. I think the Great Father 
should stop all sealing by schooners in the North 
Pacific Ocean and the seal would again become plenty, 
so the Indians could again kill plenty of them. That is all I know 
about seals. 


Protection. 


SHOWOOSCH, his x mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Skeenong, Yakutat Indian hunter. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Skeenong, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at Copper 
River. I am an old man and belong to the Yakutat 
tribe of Indians, but have lived here but one year. I 
hunt the sea-otter and land game in seasons. Have 
DecreaEe- heard all the Indians with whom I have come in con- 
tact say that the fur seal are becoming very scarce of 
late years. Have never known or heard of a fur-seal 
pup being born in the water. Have heard that the fur-seal haul up 

Doane weak wee On the Pribilof Islands, but never have seen, or have 
Alaskan coast. _I ever heard of any fur-seal being hauled up on any 
part of the coast of Alaska, or roc ks adjacent thereto. 
Never have seen any fur-seal in Disenchantment Bay, 
or anywhere else in the inlets of Alaska. I think the 
schooners should be stopped hunting seal in the open waters of the 
Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea, and if they are not stopped at once the 
Indians who hunt fur-seal on the coast of Alaska for a living will be- 
come very poor and probably starve to death. That is all I have to say. 

SKEENONG, his x mark. 


Experience. 


No pelagic birth. 


Protection. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Stahkan. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Stahkan, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iwas bornat Yakutat 
ad am now avery old man. Have hunted seal and 


TERperlenGe. sea-otter all my life during the summer season, using 


rid be 
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thespear and arrow. I have never known any fur-seal | Never know fur 

; x _,» seals to haul up on 
to haul up on the land anywhere around this part of Alaska coast. 
Alaska. Nor have I ever known any fur-seal pups to 
be born in the water or anywhere else in Alaska, nor 
have I ever heard any Indians with whom I have come in contact say 
that they had ever known any fur-seal pups to have been born in the 
water, nor had they known any fur-seal to haul up on the land in any part 
of Alaska. That is all I have got to say. 


No pelagic birth. 


STAHKAN, his x mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Thunk, native otter hunter. 
PELAGIC SEALING 


Thunk, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam so old that I have 
lost my ey esieht. Was borni in Yakutat and have lived 
there all my life. Never killed any fur-seal in my life. 
Spent all my life hunting sea-otter. Havenever known _ Furseal do not haul 
any fur-seal to haul up on the land around these bays “?°" Ct 
or in any other part of Alaska. Have never known or 
heard of any fur-seal pups being born in the water. 
Neither have I heard of any fur- seal hauling up on the land anywher® 
around this part of Alaska. Had there been any seal hauled up on 
the land it would have been told to me by people of different tribes 
with whom I have come in contact. I haye no more to Say. 

THUNK, his x mark. 


Experience. 


No pelagic birth. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER,. 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Twongkwak, YVakutat Indian sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Twongkwak, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Was born at Ya- 
kutat; am about 30 years old, and belong to the Yaku- 
tat tribe of Indians. Hunting is my occupation; have 
hunted sea-otter and seal; have killed mostly pups in the fall of the 


Experience. 
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ve year, driven in by the severe weather outside. Never 
Jo not haul up on - 
the land. have seen any fur-seal haul up on the land nor have 
J ever heard of any seal hauling up on the land. Have 
No pelagic birth. never heard of seal pups being born in the water nor 
anywhere else in Alaska. Have heard all the In- 
Decrease. dians of different tribes say that seal are becoming 
very scarce in the last three or four years. They also 
say that unless the schooners are stopped from sealing 
in Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean the seal will all be gone, 
and none will be left for the Indians or anyone else. The seal have 
become so searce of late years that I don’t know much about them. 
This is all I know. 


Protection. 


TWONGKWAK, his x mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892. 


A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Yahkah, Yakutat Indian hunter. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Yahkah, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iwas born at Yaku- 
tat. Iam about 35 years old and belong to the Yaku- 


pperenop. tat tribe of Indians. Am a hunter by occupation. I 
Never heard of pe’ gO from Icy Bay to Sitka Sound and come in contact 
Lae Pe with the people of different tribes of Indians, and have 


Never heard of never seen myself nor heard other Indians say that they 
seals baniing up eo had seen fur-seal pups born in the water. Have never 
seen or heard of fur-seals hauling up on the land in 
any part of Alaska. When I was a small boy, a few pup seals used to 
be driven into the bays by hard storms on the coast. 
The seal, like the sea otter are becoming very scarce. 
I think if the schooners were prohibited from taking seal in Bering Sea 
and along the coast of Alaska, the seai would become 
: plentiful and the Indians could kill them once more 
in canoes. I don’t know anything more about seals. 
YAHKAH, his x mark. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
Uniied States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn, to before me, this 18th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


TESTIMONY TAKEN AMONG NATIVES ON OR NEAR LYNN 


CANAL AND CHATHAM SOUND. 


Deposition of George, the son of Klotz-klotz, Chileat Indian trader. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


George, the son of Klotz-klotz, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 
I belong to the Chilcat tribe of Indians and reside at Chileat; am about 


35 years old. I trade with the interior Indians and up 
the coast through Lynn Canal, and down the coast as 
far as Wrangel and Stikeen. Never killed a fur-seal 
inmy life. Have never heard of fur-seal hauling upon 
any land in Alaska, nor have I[ ever heard of seal pups 
being born in the water or on the coast of Alaska. In 


Experience. 


Do not haul up on 
Alaskan land. 


No pelagic birth. 


my dealings with the people of other tribes with whom I come in con- 
tact they would have told me had they known of any fur-seal having 
hauled up on any part of the Alaskan coast visited by them. Know 


nothing more about seals. 
his 


GEORGE x KLOTZ-KLOTZ. 


mark. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of April, 1892, 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Kaskan, Chileat Indian trader. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Kaskan, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I belong to the Chil- 


cat tribe of Indians. I have traded with other tribes 
up Lynn Canal and as far north as the Yukon River, 
and down the coast as far as Wrangel. Have never 
killed or seen a fur-seal in my life, nor have I ever 
heard of any fur seal having been seen in the inland 
waters of Alaska where I have traveled. Had any 
fur-seal been hauled up on the land in any inlet around 
Chatham Straits, Stevens Passage, or any of the wa- 
ters of southeastera Alaska, I would have known of it, 


Experience. 


Fur seal do not fre- 
quent inland Alaskan 
waters. 


Do not haul np on 
and. 
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as if would have been told me by the people of other tribes. That’s 
all I have to say. 
IKASKAN, his x mark. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of George Shuckeyah, cousin of head chief of Chileat Indians. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


George Shuckeyah, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a cou- 

sin of the head chief of the Chileat Indians. Am 30 

Experience. years old. L go up and down the coast from Chilcat 

to Wrangel and meet many people belonging tothe dif- 

ferent tribes of Indians. _ Have never seen a fur-seal in Chatham 

Straits, Stevens Passage, or anywhere else in my life, nor have I ever 

heard of any fur-seal hauling out on any of the islands 

ste seal donot han or rocks on any part of the coast of Alaska, And had 

any ever hauled out I should have known it by being 

told by the people of the different tribes with whom I come in contact. 
That is all I have to say. 


his 
GEORGE xX SHUCKEYAH. 
mark. 
Witness to bis mark: 
PRTER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of April, 1892. 


A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Kah-chuck-tee, chief of Huchenoos Indians. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Kah-chuck-tee, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am the chief 
of the Huchenoos. [ama pretty old man. I don’t do 

Experience. anything; am the gentleman of my tribe. My tribe 
live by catching herring, from which they make oil, and 

dispose of it to the Indians of other tribes, which come here in large 
numbers. I have visited all the inlets and islands in 

quent wimd waters. Chatham Sound and other parts of Alaska ag far as 
Sitka and never saw a fur-seal in the inland waters. 


Poke 
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Nor have I ever heard of a fur-seal being seen in the inland waters. 
Have never heard of any fur-seal being hauled up on 
the land or rocks on or off the coast of Alaska. Had fur- a Denchantsasen 
seal been hauled up on the main coast or islands of Sats 
Alaska I should have known it, as the news would have been brought 
to me by the Indians of different tribes who come to purchase oil from 
my people. I have no more to say. 
KAH-CHUCK-TEE, his x mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of A’pril, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Toodays Charlie, Killisnoo herring fisherman. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Toodays Charlie, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam 30 years 
old. I belong to the band of Kullisnoo Indians and 
was born at and have lived in Killisnoo ail my life. — Experience. 
Am by occupation a herring fisherman. I visit all the 
islands and inlets around Chatham Sound in followi ing my occupation of 
making oil from the herring which I catch. Havenever 
seen a fur-seal in the inland waters in my life, nor did I Bie aoven Se 
ever hear of any beingin the i island waters. Haveneyv er 
heard nor do I believe there ever was any pups born _ 
in the water nor any seals hauled up on any part of the ,,yevqeare OF Pe 
coast of Alaska or on the islands adjacent thereto. ~ 
Had any fur-seal hauled up it would have become known to the Indians 
and I would have heard it, for I sell oil to all the tribes of Indians in 
southeastern Alaska, and they would have told me had they ever 
known or heard of there being a fur-seal rookery at any place along 
the coast. This is all I have wot to say. 

his 
TOODAYS x CHARLIE. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Inter ‘preter. 
A, W. LAVENDER. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Nicholi Gadowen, Indian. 


> 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Nicholi Gadowen, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am second 
chiet of the Killisnoo Indians; am 50 years old; born at Killisnoo and 
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have lived there all my life; am by occupation a herring fisherman. 
Have never killed a fur seal in my life. In the winter 
season many years ago pup seals used to frequent the 
pans in Chatham sound, driven in by the heavy southeast gales prevail- 
ing at that time; but the last four vears there has not 

been a fur seal seen in any part of Chatham Sound that I have been 
able to learn of. I visit the different parts of the sound with my tribe 
" when they are making oil and bave never known any 

o not land on ; 

coast. fur seal to haul up on the land or rocks in any part of 
Alaska that I ever visited, nor have I ever heard of 
any pup seal being born in the water or anywhere else 
in Alaska, and had they ever been born in the water or on the islands 


Experience. 


No pelagic birth. 


or rocks of Alaska some of my tribe would have known it and it would 


have been reported to me. I have nothing more to say. 
his 
NICHOLI x GADOWEN. 
mark 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Albert Keetnuck, trader in oil, ete. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Albert Keetnuck, being duly sworn, deposes and says: [am 27 years 
old. Was born and live at Killisnoo. Make herring 
oil, cut wood, and grow potatoes and turnips. The 
herring oil I make I sell to other Indians, and the potatoes 
and turnips I dispose of to the white men around the sound, and 
sell the wood to the fish company. My business calls me away from 
this place to the different inlets and islands around Chatham Sound, 
and have never seen or heard of fur seal anywhere in the sound. The 
Indians who buy my fish oil belong to tribes who live long distances 
away. Have never heard. them say that they ever saw 
any fur seal hauled out on the islands, rocks, or any 
part of the mainland of Alaska. Had they hauled out 
on any place in Alaska I should have known it myself or would have 
been told of it by the Indians who come long distances to purchase oil 
from me. Ihave no more to say. 


Experience. 


Do not haul up on 
land. 


his 
ALBERT x KEETNUCK. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Snbscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of George Ketwooschish, Thlinket Indian fisherman. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


George Ketwooschish, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Am 30 
years of age. Born in and have lived at Killisnoo all my life. Belong 
to the Thlinket tribe of Indians. I am a herring fish- 
erman by occupation. I make herring oil which I 
sell to the people of other tribes along the coast. They come a 
long distance to buy it of me. I visit all the islands and rocks 
in following my business, in Chatham Sound, andhave  .. ya not fre- 
never been able to see a fur seal in any part of the quent waters of SE. 
waters of southeastern Alaska in my life. Have never 48k. 
heard of any seal being in the waters nor on the land or rocks off or on 
the coast of southeastern Alaska. Have never heard 
of pups being born in the water anywhere along the 
coast of Alaska in my life. Following my occupation, the people of 
other tribes come a very long distance to buy of me the oil which I 
make. Had there ever been any seal hauled out on any part of the 
Alaskan coast it would have been told to me by these people who come 
tomy home to buy oil. That’s all I have to say. 

his 
GEORGE xX KETWOOSCHISH. 


mark. 


Experience. 


No pelagic birth. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Konkonal, native Killisnoo fisherman. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Konkonal, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am one of the head- 
men of the tribe of Neltuskin village. Am 60 years of age. Was born 
at and have lived at Killisnoo all my life. Have always 
made it my business to catch herring and make oil, 
which I have disposed of to Indians of other tribes, who come a long 
distance to buy it. I have never seen or heard of any om, 
fur seal being in the inland waters around Chatham No seals in inland 
Sound or any other place in Alaska. Nor have I ever 
heard of any seal being hauled up on any of the fet rey a 
islands or on the coast of southeastern Alaska. Had ; 
any seal hauled up on the land or islands of southeastern Alaska I 
would have known it by hearing the Indians from other tribes talking 
about it who came to buy oil. That is all I have to say. 

KONKONAL, his x mark. 


Experience. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


252 TESTIMONY 
Deposition of Billy Nah-hoo, trader in oil and fisherman. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Billy Nah-hoo, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Jam about 35 
ies years old. Was born at and reside at Killisnoo all my 
experience. 5 : Rago S 4 a4 : : 
life. Am by occupation a herring fisherman and oil 
inaker, which oil I sell to other tribes of Indians. IL have vis- 
ited all the islands between here and Sitka and in other parts 
of the sound, and have never seen any fur seal in the waters in my 
Nodlapio birth. lite. Never heard of any fur seal pup being born in the 
Do not haul up on Water, nor have I heard of any fur seal hauling up on 
eae the land or islands in southeastern Alaska or anywhere 
else. Had pups been born in the water or seals hauled up on the land 
on any part of the coast it would certainly be known to the Indians 
and I would have heard of it. I have nothing more to say. 
his 
BILLY x NAH-HOO. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Kesth Riley, laborer, fisherman, trader. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Kesth Riley, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Lam 40 years old; 

born and reside at Killisnoo. Am now working for the 
Experience. white men in summer and catching herring for making 
oil in the winter. Sell the oil to the other tribes of In- 
dians. I have visited the different islands in the 
sound, and never knew any fur-seal to be born in the 
water or on any of the islands in southeastern Alaska. If any seal had 
hauled up on any of the islands in southeastern Alaska, 
I should have known it. They would certainly have 
been seen by some Indians, and they would have re- 
ported it to all. Have never seen a fur-sealin Chatham Sound or any 
of the inlets off the sound in ny life. Have got no more to say. 

his 
Krsto x RILEY. 


mark. 


No petagie birth. 


Do not haul up on 
land. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent 
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Deposition of Shucklean, physician, fisherman, trader in oil. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Shucklean, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Was born and have 
lived at Killisnoo all my life. Am 60 years of age. I 
was a doctor most of my life, but have given it up,and — Experience. 
I now catch herring and make oil. The oil I sell to 
the people of other tribes, who come a long ways to purchase it from 
me. Have been down to Sitka, and on all islands and inlets around 
Chatham Sound, and have never seen any fur-seal in yyy seat ao. not 
my life, nor have I ever heard of any fur-seal being haw up on coast of 
hauled up on any of the islands or rocks around Ch#tham Sound. 
Chatham Sound. Nor have [ ever seen any man who said he ever saw 
a fur-seal pup in his life. Have never seen an Indian belonging to 
any tribe who said he ever saw or heard of a fur-seal hauling up on 
the land anywhere in southern Alaska. The Indians who come here 
to trade with me and our people come long distances, and had there 
been a fur-seal rookery in any part of Alaska, my people and myself 
would have known it. I can say no more. 

SHUCKLEAN, his x mark, 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. ’ 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Yuan Slanoch, herring fisherman. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Yuan Slanoch, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Am 35 years 
old; born and have lived in Killisnoo all my life. My 
business is that of catching herring and making oil, — Experience. 
and chopping wood. I sell the oil to the people of other 
tribes. When following my occupation I visit all the islands and inlets 
of Chatham Sound and have never seen or taken a fur-seal in my life. 
Nor have I heard of any fur-seal pup being born in the 
yater nor on the land in or around Chatham Sound, 
nor have I ever heard of any fur-seal hauling up on | Pe not haul up ou 
A coast. 
the land or rocks anywhere around Chatham Sound. 
The people who I sell oil to come froma long distance, and I have never 
heard them say that they had seen fur-seal hauled up on the land .any- 
where, and they would have told me and others of our people had they 
seen any. I don’t know anything more about seals. 


No pelagic birth. 


his 
YUAN X SLANOCH. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


254 TESTIMONY TAKEN NEAR CHATHAM SOUND. 
Deposition of Tchet-Chak, herring-fisher and wood-chopper. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Tchet-Chak, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Was born at Kil- 
lisnoo and have lived here all my life. Am nowa very 
Experience. oldman. My occupation is that of a herring-fisher and 
wood-chopper. Have visited all the islands and inlets 
in Chatham Sound and other parts of southeastern Alaska. Have 
“ ; never seen fur-seal in the inland waters, nor have I 
ever seen seals ws ae : > 
in inland waters, nor CVer heard of any being there, nor have I heard of or 
soe of them hauling seen any haul up on the land, any island, or rock on or 
off the coast of Alaska. In my business of making 
herring oil, which I dispose of to the people of the different tribes 
along the coast, I should have heard of seal being hauled up on any 
island or rock along the coast of Alaska, had there been any, for it is 
customary for the people of one tribe to tell the people of another all 
they know. I have no more to say. 
TCHET-CHAK, his x mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Anna-tlas, chief of Takou Indians. 
HABITS. 


Anna-tlas, chief of the Takou tribe of Indians, being duly sworn, 
deposes and says: Have always been chief of this tribe. Have never 
been seal hunting in my life. Myself and tribe go to 
the coast as far as Wrangel and trade with the Killis- 
noo Indians for oil. Have never seen a fur-seal in all my travels up 

and down the coast. Have never heard of fur-seal 
oneal Ae nothaul uP hauling up on any part of the coast. If seal had been 
hauled up on any part of the coast I should have 
been told of it by the people of other tribes with whom I have come in 
contact during the long years of my life. That is all I have to say. 
ANNA-TLAS, his x mark. 


Experience. 


Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


TESTIMONY TAKEN AT OR NEAR SITKA. 


Deposition of Adam Ayonkee, native sealer at Sitka, 
PELAGIC SEALING—MIGRATION. 


Adam Ayonkee, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am about 60 
years old; born at and reside in Sitka. Am by occupation a hunter, 
Hunt seal in summer and deer in winter ever since l was a small boy. 
Seal are first seen and taken by me each year off Sitka Sound, about 
the middle of April. Have followed them as far north as Cape Edward, 
where they disappear aboutJune30. They are constantly on theadvance 
upthe coast. When I was a boy, seal were speared among the islands in 
Sitka Sound, but now the few that come along the coast we are obliged to 
gofar out to sea in order to get. Havealwaysuseda shotgun and riflein 
taking seal since a young man. I rarely lose any seal I shoot, as I 
never shoot at them unless they are very close to the boat. Most all 
seal that Ihave killed have been pregnant cows. Have 
taken a few male seals from 1 to 4 years old, I think. , Mostly | pregnant 
Have never killed an old bull. The sex of seal can Cype ; 
not be told in the water. I shoot everything that comes, Usctiminate lull 
near the boat. When a sealis killed dead, he will sink  ~ 
very quick, which is the reason I never shoot them unless they are so 
near the boat that Ican secure them. Sealare always shot in the head 
when possible. 

I have noticed that seal have decreased very rapidly in the last three 
years, owing to too many schooners engaged in sealing 
along the coast of Alaska and Bering Sea. Have 
never known of pups being born in the water or any- 
where else on the coast outside of the Pribilof Islands. — y. seals do not 
Have never known of fur-seals hauling up on the land haul up on the Alas- 
on the coast of Alaska. Have seen them haul up on Maat ap on Pribilot 
the Pribilof Islands. If pelagic sealing was stopped in Islands. | 
Bering Sea and the Pacific Ocean, seals would become = 'T*°U°™ 
plentitul once more and the natives of Alaska could again make money 
by catching them. 


Decrease. 


Not born in water 
or on coast. 


his 
ADAM x AYONKEE, 


mark. 


Witness to his mark: 
GEORGE KASTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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256 TESTIMONY 


Deposition of Charles Campbell, captain schooner Umbrina, sealing in 
North Pacifie and Bering Sea. 


PELAGIC SEALING, MIGRATION. 


Charles Campbell, captain of the British schooner Umbrina, being 
duly sworn, deposes and says: Have commanded said schooner the last 
two years. Have beenengaged in sealing in the North Pacific Ocean and 
Bering Sea. First seen and taken seal by me off the Columbia River in 
February. The seal are constantly advancing up the coast. We fol- 
low the seal up the coast until we enter the sea about July 6. The Par- 
kershotgun is used by me exclusively. Ihave seven hunters and seven 
boats; twenty-three men all told on the vessel. Experienced hunters 
lose very few seal that are shot, but beginners lose a 
ereat number. Majority of seals taken are females 
with young. Wecaughta large number of pups in the 

Nursing females early part of the season. Did not take particular no- 
mri tice of the sex. Have killed cows with milk about 60 
miles off the Pribilof Islands. A few old bulls were killed by me last 

Indiseriminate sin. SC@8on. Can not distinguish the sex of the seal in the 
ing. water, except in the case of an old bull which is told 

Pups not born in DY its size. Use no discrimination but kill everything 
water nor anywhere that comes near the boat in shape of a seal Have 
eutside Pribilot Is: never known any seal pups to be born in the water, 

Deen Mery ae Conon the coast anywhere outside of the Pribilof Is- 
side Pribilof Islands. lands. Have never known seal to haul up anywhere 

outside of the Pribilof Islands. 
CHARLES CAMPBELL. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 50th day of April, 1892. 

A. W. LAVENDER, ¢ 
: United States Treasury Agent. 


Majority taken, fe- 
males with young. 


Deposition of Simeon Chin-koo-tin, sealer, 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Simeon Chin-keo-tin, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 60 
years old; was born and reside at Sitka, and am by 

Experience. occupation a seal hunter; have been engaged in that 
business since | was a small boy. About the middle of 
April the first seal are seen and taken by me off Sitke 
Sound, At this time the seal are advancing up the 
coast. In early days the spear was used in taking seal, but now the 
shotgun and rifie are used exclusively. No seal were lost when struck 
with spear. Fifty per cent are lost when killed with shotgun, and a 
Pee . larger proportion are lost when rifle is used. Most of 
peocvent ienales. ‘; the seals killed by me have been females with young. 
They sleep more and are less active and more easily 

captured. The few male seals taken by me I do not know their ages. 
Quite a number of yearlings are taken, the majority of which are females; 
oe tae _ have taken a few bulls in my life; sex of the seal can 
ing Somnate I not be told in the water unless it be an old bull. All 
seal are shot that come near the boat regardless of sex. 


Migration. 


TAKEN AT OR NEAR SITKA. Ziaitt 


When seal are shot dead they almost instantly sink and ave hard to 
secure; have noticed the seal are decreasing very fast 
the last four years; too many schooners are hunting 
them in the open waters of the Pacific Ocean and Bering — pups not born in 
5 - = = ibexentr z eile ; a a water, nor on land 
Sea; have never known or heard of pup seals being born ar mere ity Adeeics) 
in the water, nor on the land anywherein Alaska; have ees 
never known of any seals hauling up on the land on this herd 1eEatoae ESI 
coast elsewhere than on the Pribilof Islands. I think lef Islands. 
that if the schooners were prohibited from hunting 
seal in the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea the seal 
would soon become plentiful along the coast. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


his 
SIMEON xX CHINKOOTIN. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
GEORGE KASTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of April, 1892, 
Ne A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Freasury Agent. 


Deposition of Peter Church, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Peter Church, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Sitka; am 22 years old, and am by occupation a hunter. 
Have. been engaged in sealing the past four years 
in the North Pacific Ocean, always im the capacity of a hunter. 
Have first taken seal off Sitka Sound the middle of April. Followed 
the seal up the coast as far as Yakutat, where they 
disappeared the last of June. Have always used 
shotgun and rifle. I think about 50 per cent of the seals shot with 
shotgun are lost, anda greater proportion are lost when 
shot with a rifle. Most of the seals taken by me have _, Mostly presnant fe- 
been females with young. I think the female seal is 
less active and more easily approached. A few male seals have been 
taken by me, their ages ranging from one to five years old. Killed 
three large bulls during my life. The sex of the seal can not be dis- 
tinguished in the water. I shoot everything that comes near enough. 
If seal are instantly killed they will sink very quick, and are herder 
to secure under those conditions than they would beif badly wounded. 
Have noticed that seal are becoming very scarce on the 
coast the last few years. The cause of the sc arcity of the 
seal, I think, is that too many schooners in the North TT aaGeirtn ated EAT! 
Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea, and the indiscriminate ing. 
killing of females with pup in the water. Never have paps not porn in 
known any pups to be born in the water, nor have [ water. 
ever known fur-seal to haul up on the land anywhere _ po not hau! up on 
on the coast of Alaska. I think all pelagic sealing 4. 
should be stopped, so that seal would have a chance _ Protection. 
to increase. 


Experience. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


PETER CHURCH. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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258 TESTIMONY 


Deposition of John C. Clement, sealer, one season on Mollie Adams. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


JohnC. Clement, being duly sworn, deposes and says: [reside at Sitka; 
am 25 years old. Have hunted seal one season on the 
schooner Mollie Adams in the North Pacific Ocean and 
Bering Sea. Have caught seal all along the coast from Cape Flattery to 
the Pribilof Islands, using the shotgun exclusively. Over 50 per cent are 
_ lostwhen shot with shotgun. Most of the seals taken are 

Mostly pregnant fe- : AF Sy - 
males taken. cows with pup. ‘The sex can not be told in the water, and 

Baroy nea all are shot that come near the boat. No discrimination 
ing. _ is used; hunters kill everything they see. Never have 
wees not bern 2 known or heard of pups being born in the water or 

Do not haul up on elsewhere outside the Pribilof Islands. Have never 
SOAs known or heard of fur-seals hauling up on the land on- 
this coast elsewhere than the Pribilof Islands. I think the indiserim- 
inate killing of seals in Bering Sea is the cause of their 
scarcity along the coast, and if pelagic sealing was 
stopped altogether, the seal would then become plentiful. 

JOHN C. CLEMENT. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Experience. 


Protection. 


Deposition of Hoonah Dick, subchief of Hooniah Indians. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Hooniah Dick, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Born at Sitka; am 
oe, about 40 years old. Have been living in Hoonah ten 
experience: years, and am now subchief of the Hoonah’ In- 
dians. Have hunted seal for three years from Cross Sound to Yaku- 
tat. Always use the shotgun and rifle for taking seal. Always 
shoot the seal close to the boat and rarely lose one, but when 
shot at with the rifle I lose a good many. I have 
No pelagic birth. never known of a pup seal being born in the water or 
on the land anywhere in Alaska outside of the Pribilof Islands. Never 
have heard of any fur-seal being hauled up on the 
Bra ats haul up on eoast or rocks of Alaska other than on the Pribilof 
Islands. Have traveled from Hoonah to Fort Simp- 
son and north as far as Chileat through all the channels and sounds 
in southeastern Alaska, and I come in contact with the people of many 
tribes of Indians and I have never heard them say that they had ever 
seen or heard of a fur-seal being hauled up on any 
cong not haul up on part of the coast or on any of the islands along the 
coast of Alaska. Had they ever known of a rookery 
of fur-seal in any part of Alaska I should have known it. I know no 
more about seal than what I have said. 
his 
HoonAH x DICK. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
PETER CHURCH, 
United States Interpreter. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of John Dohrn, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 
SITKA, ALASKA, May 18, 1892. 

John Dohrn, being duly sworn, deposes and says: That he is a native 
of Germany, and has been engaged in seal hunting 
during the present season on the sschooner Laborador ; of 
Vancouver, British Columbia, in the capacity of boat- 
puller ; that to the best of his knowledge and belief feisty per cent 
about eight of every ten seals killed in pelagic sealing ‘*°" femles- 
are females, and that twice aS many seals are lost as Waste of lite. 
are captured. 


Experience. 


JOHN DOHRN. 


Sworn and subscribed before me this 18th day of May, 1892. 
[SEAL | CHAS. H. ISHAM, 
Deputy Clerk, United States District Court of Alaska. 


Deposition of James Gondowen, native sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


James Gondowen, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Am 30 years 
old; born at Killisnoo and reside at Sitlk: . Am by occupation a hunter, 
hunting seal every summer and deer every winter since 
I was a small boy. Hunted one season on schooner 
Sitka. Have hunted seal between Sitka and Cross sounds. They first 
appear about middle of this month and disappear about 
the last of June. Have always used shotgun and 
rifle for taking seal. About 50 per cent are lost when killed with a shot- 
gun and a larger per cent when rifle is used. Most of 
the seals killed are cows with pup. A few males are, ostly presnant fe- 
killed averaging from 1 to4yearsold. Have killed but 
one old bullin my life. A few yearlings are taken, the majority of which 
are females. Can not distinguish sex of seal i in the water. Hunters 
use no discrimination, and killed everything that comes near the boat. 
When seal are shot in the head and instantly killed they will sink at 
once and are hard to secure under those conditions. 
Have noticed that seals are decreasing the last. four 
years, cause, I think, by too many white men hemi 9s date 
4 ° : A nA : . ups not born in 
ing seal in the waters of the Pacific Ocean and Bering: wateroronlandaround 
Sea. Havenever known any pups to be bora in the wa- 4! 
ter or on the land around the coast of Alaska. Never — Do not haulup ex- 
known any fur-seal to haul up on the land or on the {Pion Prbilet 1s: 
coast elsewhere than on the ape Islands. 

Think if all pelagic sealing was stopped in Bering 


Experience. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 
Sea and the North Pacitie ‘Oeeai seal would again age 
become plentiful. 
his 
JAMES xX GONDOWEN, 
mark 


Witness to his mark. 
GEORGE KASTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of April, 1892. 
z A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of W. P. Griffith, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 
Sirka, ALASKA, May 18, 1892. 
W.P. Griffith, being duly sworn, deposes and says he is American 
born, and has been engaged in sealing during the present season on 
the schooner Laborador,ot Vancouver, British Colmubia, 
in capacity of hunter. To the best of his knowledge and 
70 percent taken fe- belief about seven of every ten seals killed in pelagic 


Nx perience. 


piales sealing are females. That in pelagic sealing twice as 
Waste of life. many seals are lost as are captured. 


W. P. GRIFFTH. 
Sworn and subscribed before me this 18th day of May, 1892. 
[SEAL. | Cuas. H. ISHAM, 
Deputy Clerk, United States Dist. Court of Alaska, 


Deposition of EB. Hofstad, sealer and mate of schooner Clara, 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


ki. Hofstad, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at Sitke 
My present occupation is that of a seal hunter. Am 
at present mate of the sealing schooner Clara, of Sitka. 
Have hunted seal in the North Pacific Ocean for the past three years. 
Have seen and taken the first seal off the west coast 
of Vancouver Island in April. The seals then are on 
the advance up the coast. I now use shotgun exclu- 
sively for taking seal. I think that 66 per cent of the seal shot with 
shotguns are lost. When rities are used a still larger 
Most all pregnant per cent is lost. Most all seals taken are females 
females. with young. I think the females sleep more on the 
water and are less active and are more easily taken than 
the male. A few male seal are taken. I would say they are generally 
3 or 4 years old. A few yearlings are killed, mostly females. About 
five bull seal are killed out of every hundred taken. The sex of seal 
‘an not be distinguished in the water unless it be an 
_Litiseriminate Kil Old bull, No discrimination is used in taking seal; 
Y everything that comes near the boat is killed. When 
seal are killed dead they sink very quick, especially if killed when they 
first put their head above water, as they do not have a chance to take 
breath. Most all seal are shot in the head when it is possible to do so. 
Seals have decreased very fast the last three years. 
The decrease is caused, L think, by the indiscriminate 
killing of seals in the water. Have never known a pup 
to be born in the water or anywhere else on the coast 
Do not haul outon of Alaska. Have never known fur-seal to haul out on 
Laan the land anywhere on the coast of Alaska. Have 
never been in Bering Sea. | think that the only way the seal can ever 
become plenty again is to stop all pelagic sealing in 
Bering Sea. 


lH xperience. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic births. 


Protection. 
EK. HOFS'TAD. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Percy Kahiktday, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Percy Kahiktday, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Am 48 years 
old; was born at and reside 1n Sitka. Have hunted seai 
every Summer since [was asmall boy. Have never been — Experience. 
to Bering Sea. The seals first make their appearance 
about the middle of April off Sitka Sound, and dis- 
appear about July 1. They are then on their way up 
the coast. The spez Ww and arrow was used to take seal when I was a 
boy, but now I use the shotgun and rifle. At least 50 per cent are lost 
when shot with shotgun, When rifle is used a larger proportion of seal 
are lost. Most of the seal I have taken have been 
pregnant cows. When the females are with pup they , Most all pregnant 
sleep more, are less active in the water, and more easily 
anproached than the male seal. Buta very few young male seal are 
taken by me along the coast. Ifa seal is killed when its head first comes 
above water, it sinks at once. Under those conditions they are hard 
to secure. Seal are always shot in the head when possible, but never 
miss a Shot at them if only a small part of the body is exposed. Have 
noticed that seal are decreasing very fast the last few 
years along the coast, caused, I think, by pelagic hunt- 
ing. Have never known of a fur-seal pup being born yo pelagic birth. 
in the water, or along this coast. Have never known : 
atur-seal seal aiogn the landanywhere onthe Alaskan Do not haul up on 
coast. Think the seals are most all killed by the pelagic °"S” 
seal hunters in the waters of the North Pacific Ocean, so far from the 
land that the Indian hunters have no chance to get any in canoes, as 
he only goes a short distance from the shore. And unless this pelagic 
hunting is stopped in the North Pacific Ocean and 
Bering Sea the seal will soon all be gone, and the Indian 
hunters will have to dig clams in order to keep from starving. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


his 
PERCY + KAHIKTDAY, 
mark. 


Witness to his mark: 
GEORGE KASTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Philip Kashevaroff, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING.—MIGRATION. 


Philip Kashevaroff, being duly sonny deposes and says: Am 47 
years old; born at and reside in Sitka. Am by occupation a mariner. 
The last year I spent hunting seal on the schooner 
Allie Alger. First seal were seen off Sitka Sound in  Fxperience. 
May by me. We followed the seals as far as Sand Point 
on Unger Island. The shotgun was used altogether for taking seal, 
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About three seal are secured out of every ten shot. 
peniaiority pregnant The majority of seal are cows with pup. A few males 
are taken, about four or five years old. In the winter 
time some young seal frequent the inside passage. The sex of the seal 
Ni ton — ean not be told in the water unless in the case of an 
Indiscriminate killing. Reins shiner - 7 oer Lous 
old bull. which is told by its size. Weuse no diserimi- 
nation in shooting seal. Everything is killed that comes near the boat 
regardless of sex. Ifa seal is shot and killed instantly he will sink 
very quick. I think the seal are about as plentiful 
along this coast, but much more scarce farther west. 
The cause of this scarcity is too much pelagic hunting. Never have 
No pelagic birth, Seen or heard of pups being born in the water or on 
Do not haul up on the coast outside of the Pribilof Islands. Have never 
ee heard of fur-seal hauling up on the land or on the coast 
elsewhere than on the Pribilof Islands. Last year I was not in Bering 
Sea, but was on the Russian side. Have taken cow seals full of milk 
30 miles from Copper Islands. Did not see any big bulls on Attu Is- 
lands. I think if sealing in Bering Sea was stopped 
and the indiscriminate killing of cows was stopped, seal 
would again become plentiful along the coast. When I was with the 
Russian Company I spent six years looking for reokeries, but was unable 
to find any place where fur-seal hauled out elsewhere than on the 
Pribilof Islands. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


PHILIP KASHEVAROFF. 


Subscribed and sworn to before ine this 11th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Mike Kethusduck, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Mike Kethusduck, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Am 50 years 
old; was born at and reside in Sitka; am by occupation 
a hunter; have hunted seals every season since I was 
a small boy; have first seen seal off Sitka Sound about 
April 15, Theyall disappearby thelastof June. When 
I first began hunting, spears and arrows were used 
for sealing. Now the shotgun has come into general use, and a few 
seals are taken with a rifle. Fully one-half the seal shot with shot- 
guns are lost, and a much larger proportion when the 
Majority pree- yifle is used... None were lost when struck with a spear. 
nant females. ; 
Most of the seals taken by me were females with pup; 
think the female is more gentle and more easily taken; have taken a 
few male seal from one to four years old. A very few yearlings have 
been killed by me, mostly females. The sex of the seal can not be dis- 
tinguished in the water. Everything is shot that comes 
near the boat, regardless of sex. Seal have decreased 
very rapidly along this coast in the last three or four years. The de- 
crease is caused, I think, by schooners using shotguns and rifles and 
killing mostly female seals; have never known any 
pups to be born in the water or on the coast of Alaska; 


Experience. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 


ne 


cr 
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have never known any fur-seal to haul out on the 

land on the coast of Alaska; have heard that they do oQp yet 
haul out on the Pribilof Islands. If pelagic seal hunt- east. 

ing was stopped in the waters of the Pacific Ocean and Prohibition. 
Bering Sea, seal would become plentiful once more. 


his 
MIKE x KETIUSDUCK. 
mark. 


Witness to his mark: 
GEORGE KASTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Charlie Klananeck, sealer. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Charlie Klananeck, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born 
at Sitka, and am now a very old man. Have lived 
at Wrangel.twenty years; have been a hunter all  xExperience. 
iny life. A long time ago I hunted seal with a spear, 
but of late years have used the shotgun. When seal. 
were struck with a spear none were lost; a great many Wek Oy 
are lost when the shotgun is used. Hunters always. ;,i2{scviminate kill 
kill all seal that come near the boat, regardless of sex. ~ 
Seal are becoming very scarce on the coast. The rea- — pecrease. 
son they are becoming so scarce is that hunters shoot 
them with guns, and kill cows with pup. Have never 
known of fur-seal pups being born in the water or on 
the coast of Alaska around here. Have never seen 
any fur-seal hauled out on the land in any part of fee noe, baullaplon 
Alaska. I think the seal are hunted so much by 
schooners that they have no chance to get their food 


No pelagic birth. 


- 3 z 2 zs Protection. 
or anything else, and unless this is stopped seal will 
soon all be gone, and none will be left for the Indians. 
his 
CHARLIE x KLANANECK. 
mark. 


Witness to his mark: 
J. M. POTTER, 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of John Kowineet, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


John Kowineet, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Am 48 years 
old; born at and reside in Sitka; occupation, a hunter. 
Have hunted seals every season since I can remember. 


Experience. 
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First seen and taken seal off Sitka Sound; about the mid- 
Maeratons dle of April each year they make theirappearance. They 
. are then working northward and westward. In early 
days I used spear altogether. Of late years the shotgun and rifle 
have been used exclusively. About 60 per cent of the seal are lost 
when shot with shotgun. When rifles are used a much larger propor- 
tion is lost. Most all seal killed by me have been cows 
ea ed pres- with pups. Think cows are much more plentiful on the 
coast; sleep more and are more easily captured than 
taieee _ the male seal. Have not killed a bull seal for three 
Indiscriminate kill- i : 
ing. years. I have taken a few yearlings, mostly females. 
I always kill every seal that comes near the boat; 
hunters use no discrimination. If seal are shot dead, they sink at once 
and it is hard to secure them. Seal are shot in the head when it is 
possible to do so. Have noticed that seal are decreas- 
ing very fast the last few years. I think the cause of 
the decrease is that there are too many schooners hunt- 
ing seal in Bering Sea and along the North Pacific coast. 
Have never known any pups ‘to be born in the water, 
or anywhere else on the coast, but have heard that they 
are born on the Pribilof Islandsand nowhere else. Have 
never known any seal to haul up on land or on the 
coast of Alaska, but have heard that they haul up on 
the Pribilof Islands. I think ifall vessels were stopped 
from hunting seal in Bering Sea andthe Pacific Ocean, 
the seal would again become plentiful. 


Decrease. 
No pelagic birth. 


Do not haul up on 
coast. 


Protection. 


his 
JOHN x KOWINEET. 
mark, 
Witness to his mark. 
GEORGE KASTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of George Lacheek, sealer. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


George Lacheek, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Am 40 years 
of age; “born at and live in Sitka. Am by occupation 
seal “hunter in summer and deer hunter in winter. 


Experience. : 
Have hunted seal every season since a small boy. Have 
awe always hunted off Sitka Sound. The seal generally 
Migration. u 


make their appearance about April 15 of each year. 
They are then advancing up the coast and disappear entirely about 
July 1. In early days spear and arrow was used exclusively, but now 
the shotgun and rifle are used instead. About 50 per cent of the seals 
are lost when shot with shotguns; a much larger per cent are lost 
$2) when shot with a rifle. Most all seals that I have 

na iority taken pres- taken were cows with pup. Think cows are less active 
and require more sleep than the young male seal. A 

few male seal have been taken by me from one to four years old. 
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Have never killed but few old bulls in my life. The only seal that can 
be distinguished in the water isthe old bull, which can be told by its 
size. Everything in shape of seal that comes near the boat are killed 
if possible, regardless of sex. Seal, when instantly killed, will always 
sink quick. I always shoot seal in the head when possible. Seal are 
not nearly as plentiful as in former years; have noticed 
the decrease in the last three or four years. Think 
the cause of the decrease is the great number-of schooners sealing 
in the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea. Have 
never heard of pups being born in the water or on the 
land along the coast of Alaska. Have never known of 5... seals do not 
fur-seals hauling up on the land on the coast of haul up on the Alas- 
Alaska, but have heard that they haul up on the Pribi- *# ¢s*- 

lof Islands. I think if schooners were prohibited from sealing in the 
open waters of Bering Sea and the North Pacific 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 


s Ove c Protection. 
Ocean, seal would again become plentiful along this mona 
coast. 
his 
GEORGE x LACHEEK. 
mark. 


GEORGE KASTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Capt. A. W. Lavender, special Treasury agent on St. 
George Island. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Personally appeared before me, Capt. A. W. Lavender, who being duly 
Sworn, deposes and says: I am 49 years of age, a citizen of the United 
States, and a resident of Scotland, South Dakota. I 
am now, and have been for two years past, employed 
as special agent of the Treasury Department, assigned to duty as agent 
in charge of St. George Island. While in Unalaska in September, 1891, 
awaiting transportation to San Francisco, I had an opportunity to ex- 
amine personally the seal catch of the steam-sloop Chal- 
lenge, which had been warned out of the sea, and was 
undergoing repairs at the harbor named. The catch — Gatcn in Bering 
amounted to 172 skins, which were all taken in Bering Sea. 
Sea at various distances from the seal islands, and of 
this number only three were those of male seals, one Three male | seals 
of these being an old bull, and the other two being °° *0 % 
younger males. 


Experience. 


Challenge, 1891. 


A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of June, 1892. 
[SHAL.] C. L. HOOPER, 
Notary Public, District of Alaska. 


a 
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Deposition of George McAlpine, sealer (boat-steerer). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


George McAlpine, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at 
Juneau. Spent the last season on the "Allie 1. Alger, hunting seal, as 
boat-steerer. First seal were taken off Cape Flattery 
Experience. about the middle of February. We followed them up 
the coast as faras Mount Edgecumbe. Thelastof April 
we went into Sitka, and had taken 402 s eals. The shotgun was used 
_ exclusively. Over 50 per cent of the seal shot were 
male ith pan. lost. Most of the seal taken were females with pup. 
A few male seal were killed, ages ranging from 1 to 
5 years. One old bull was taken. Everything was killed that came 
near the boat; we did not use any disertmination. 
Cow seal with pup will float lighter than a male when 
killed. Never knew of pups being born in the water 
nor anywhere else. Never knew any fur-seal to haul 
a a1 Ae ag OO the land along the coast of Alaska. I think all 
a pelagic sealing should be stopped for a few years in 
SORES order to give the seals a rest, for they are now hunted 
eight months in a year, and if we expect them to increase again, we 
must stop hunting them in Bering Sea and the North Pacifie Ocean. 
G. MCALPINE. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Indiscriminate kill- 
ing. 


No pelagic birth. 


Deposition of J. D. McDonald, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


J. D. McDonald, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at 
Sitka. Own and command the sealing schooner Adven- 
ture. Am by occupation a miner and hunter. Have 
been engaged in sealing two years. Have hunted from San Francisco 
to Kodiak. First start to hunt about the last of Mareh. They are con- 
stantly on the move up the coast. Have always used 
the shotgun for sealing. I think we lose about 66 per 
cent of the seals shot with shotguns. Most of the seals taken by me 
have been females with pup. The female seals are 

pecstly, presnant easier killed than the male, and we aim to get them. 
A few yearlings have been killed by me, mostly females. 

The sex can not be distineuishe din the water unless it be the case of 
an old bull, which is distinguished by its size. Everything is killed in 
the shape of a seal that comes near the boat. We al- 

nen tserimnate Kl Ways shoot seal in the head when possible. If head is 
not exposed, we shoot them in the most exposed part 

of their body. When a seal is killed instantly, he will sink at once, 
and is hard to secure under those conditions. Have 
noticed a decrease in seal along the coast, and it is the 
general opinion that they are decreasing very fast. There can be but 


Experience. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 
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one reason for the decrease, and that is they are hunted too much in the 
open waters. Have never known pups to be born in the 
water or on the coast of Alaska or on the islands ad- Noe pelagic birth. 
jacent thereto, and I have spent 5 years on the coast of 
Alaska. Have never known or heard of seal hauling ,,Po net haul up on 
up on the islands or main coast of Alaska, other than 
on the Pribilof Islands. Have seen a few pups in Cordova Bay late in 
December, where they were driven by strong southeast gales prevailing 
on the coast at that time. Think if all pelagic sealing 
was stopped the seal would become plentiful again. If 
they keep on hunting them they will soon be exterminated. 

’ J. D. MCDONALD, 


Protection. 


Witness: 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of James McKeen, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


James McKeen, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at 
Sitka and am by occupation a seaman and seal-hunter. 
Have been engaged in catching seals the last five years, 
most of the time as captain of a schooner. Have seen and taken the 
first seal off Cape Flattery. When seal are taken off 
Cape Flattery, Indian hunters were employed, who 
used spears. Farther west, the shotgun was used. No seal are lost 
that are struck with spears. With a shotgun about 50 per cent are 
lost. About all the seal taken are females with young. ,,.. aris 

Pe ostly females with 
Very few young male seal are seen on the coast. A few young taken. 
yearlings are caught, mostly females. Sex of seal can 
not be told in the water. We use no discrimination | Indiscriminate kill- 
and kill all seal that come near the boat. Seal are not > 
shot in any particular place; shoot them in the head 
if possible, if not, in the body. Seal are not as plenti- 
ful on the coast as formerly. Have noticed the decrease in the last 
three years; caused, I think, by the indiscriminate kill- 
ing of female seal. Have never known any pups to be 
born in the water, or elsewhere outside of the Pribilof — p,4 not naw up cx 
Islands. Have never known any fur-seal to haul up on _ coast. 
the coast anywhere, outside of the Pribilof Islands. I 
think that all pelagic seal hunting in Bering Sea should — Protection. 
be stopped, or the seal will soon become exterminated. 

JAMES MCKEEN. 


Experience. 


Migratien. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Special Agent, 
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Deposition of Martin Singay, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Martin Singay, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Am about 58 
years old. Born at and reside in Sitka and am by oceu- 
pation a hunter. Have hunted seal every summer and 
deer every winter since I-wasa small boy. Have never been in Bering 
Sea. Have hunted seal off Sitka Sound, where they first make their 
appearance about April 15, and remain in greater or less 
numbers till the last of June. In early days I used the 
spear, but now I use the shotgun and rifle exclusively. When I used 
a spear none were lost that were struck. When shotgun is used nearly 
50 per cent are lost; when rifle is used a still larger percentage i is lost. 
The last three years about half the seals I have killed 
were females with pup. A few male seals and yearlings 
have been killed by me. Have killed but four lar ge bulls 
ng seriminate Ki in the last four years. I can not tell the sex of a seal 
in the water, but shoot everything that comes near the 
boat in shape of a seal. Seal have become very scarce the last few 
years. Too many white men are engaged in killing 
seal. Never known or heard of pups being born in the 
water, but have heard of them being born on the Pribilof Islands. 
Never knew of any fur-seals to haul up on the land 
Apo not haul wpm along the coast of Alaska. I think that if schooners 
were , stopped from sealing in Bering Sea and the North 
Pacific Ocean seal would. again become plentiful. 


his 


MARTIN < SINGAY. 
mark. 


Experience. 


Migration. 


Half females with 
pup killed, 


No pelagic birth. 


Protection. 


Witness to his mark: 
GEORGE KASTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Jack Sitka, seater. 
PELAGIC SEALING—MIGRATION. 


Jack Sitka, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Am 56 years old 
Was born and reside in Sitka. Am a hunter by occupation. Have 
hunted seal every season since I was a boy. Seal first make their 
appearance about April 15 off Sitka Sound, and disappear about July 
1. When I was a boy the spear and arrow was used 
for sealing, but now the shotgun and rifle are used 
exclusively. No seal were lost when struck with spear orarrow. Fully 
50 per cent of seal shot with shotgun are lost and a much larger per 

cent are lost when shot with a rifle. Most of the seals 
peetosty een’ taken are cows with young. I think they are taken 
because they are more tame and less active and more 
easily approached. A few male seal are taken, their ages being from 


Experience. 
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one to four years. <A few yearlings are taken. A very few old bulls have 
ever been taken by me; the last three or four years 
have taken but three old bulls. Hunters use no dis- 
crimination, but shoot everything that comes near 
them. Their sex can not be told unless in the case of an old bull, 
which is distinguishable by its size. When seal are shot as soon 
as they put their heads above water, they sink immediately and are 
hard to secure. Always shoot seal in the head when possible. If 
not possible to shoot them in the head, then I shoot them in the most 
exposed part of their bodies. Have noticed a large de- 
crease in seal the last three years, caused I think, by 
pelagic sealing in Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean. Have 
never known pups to be born in the wateror anywhere x, pelasto Neth 
else on the coast. Never known fur-seals to haul upon — Do not haul up on 
the land. Have heard that they do haul up on the #4 

Pribilof Islands. I think the schooners should be pro- 
hibited from sealing in the North Pacific Ocean and 
Bering Sea. If that was done, seal would become plentiful along the 
coast. 


Indiscriminate kill- 
ing. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


his 
JACK xX SITKA. 
mark, 
Witness to his mark: 
GEORGE KASTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Michael Thikahdaynahkee, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Michael Thikahdaynahkee, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Am 
about 60 years old; born at and live in Sitka. Have 
been a seal hunter all my life. Have first seen and — E»petience. 
killed seal off Sitka Sound about April 15, and dis- 
appear entirely about July 1. When I wasa young 
man the spear and arrow were used, but of late years the shotgun and 
rifle are used exclusively. Very few seal were lost when struck with 
Spear or arrow, but when seal are shot with shotgun over 50 per cent 
are lost. A much larger per cent are lost when seal are shot with rifles. 
Most of the seal taken by me were cows with pup. 
The cows are less active, sleep more, and are more ,Moslly | pregnant 
easily captured. A few male seal have been taken, se 
from 1 to 4 yearsold. But very few old bulls have ever been taken by 
me. Have killed a few yearlings every year. All seal are killed that 
come near the boat, regardless of their sex. I never , eres . 
look to see whether I have killed a male or female seal ing "1" 
until I have the seal dead in the boat. Seal have been 
growing scarce along the coast the last four years. 
Think there are too many schooners engaged in sealing in the North 
Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea. Have never known 
pups to be born in the water, or on the land elsewhere 
than the Pribilof Islands. Have never known any 
. ; Do not haul up on 
fur-seals to haul up on the land or on the coast else- coast. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 
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where than the Pribilof Islands. I think if pelagic 
hunting was stopped in Bering Sea that seal would be- 
come plentiful along the coast of southern Alaska, and we Indians 
could again catch plenty of them with the spear, which is a much better 
way to capture seal than by shooting them with shotguns, for none are 
lost when struck with a spear. 


Protection. 


his 


] MICHAEL x THLKAHDAYNAHKEE. 
Witness: ; mark. 


GEORGE KASTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
: United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Charlie Tlaksatan, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Charlie Tlaksatan, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 43 
years old; was born at Sitka, Alaska. Have hunted 
a seal by myself since I was a boy, and when very 
small went sealing with my father. Seal have been seen and taken 
on the coast by me from the 10th of April till the 4th of July. At the 
beginning of the season they are plentiful, but scarce at 
the close of the season. They are constantly going north 
along the coast. When I first began hunting I used a spear and bow 
and arrow, but now the shotgun is used exclusively. When seal were 
struck with a spear none were lost; lose about 50 per cent when killed 
with shotgun. A much larger per cent is lost when rifle is used, as the 
_ seal sink very quickly after being shot. Most of the 
mostly pregnant fe- seals taken on this coast are cows with young. Cow 
seals sleep sounder on the water, and are less active 
and are easily captured. Quite a large number of yearlings are taken, 
most of which are females. The sex of the seal can not be told in the 
fo Ba, _ water when hunting. We use no discrimination, but 
pp diseriminate Kill” il] everything in the shape of a seal that comes near 
2 the boat. When seal are shot dead they sink very rap- 
idly. Seal are always shot in the head when it is possible to do so, 
When spear was used seal were very plentiful; since shotgun is used 
they are becoming very scarce. Have noticed a large 
decrease the last four years. I think that pelagic 
No pelagic birth. seal hunting in Bering Sea is the cause the seal be- 
coming scarce along the coast. Never knew of pups 
cong not haul uP en Heine born in the water. Have never known fur-seal 
isis she to haul up on the land or on the coast anywhere in 
Alaska. I think if pelagic hunting is not stopped in 

Bering Sea the seal will soon become exterminated. 

’ his 


CHARLIE xX TLAKSATAN. 


mark 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


GEORGE KOSTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Peter Trearsheit, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Peter Trearsheit, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 27 
years old and reside at Sitka. Am by occupation 
a seaman and seal hunter. Have been engaged in 
catching seal three seasons. Last season I commanded the sealing 
schooner Sitka, of Sitka. Took seal along the coast as far as Yakutat. 
First seal were seen and caught last year off Sitka Sound and last 
year off Salisbury Sound in April and May. The 
seal are working to westward all the time. Have 
always used a shotgun to take seal. About 60 per cent of the seal shot 
with shotgun are lost. A much larger per cent are lost when rifle is 
used. Theseals taken by me have been females mostly 
with pup. Have never killed a bull in my life. A few nie ee 
yearlings are taken, all of which are females. The sex 
of the seal can not be told in the water. Hunters use _ Indiscriminate kill- 
no discrimination and everything in the shape of a seal 
that comes near the boat is killed. When seal are asleep lying with 
their heads on the water and are killed, they most always float, but if 
shot as they put their heads out of water they sink almost immediately. 
Always shoot a seal in the head when it is possible to do 
so. Never heard of nor seen pups born in the water or ,, Neyer heard of pe- 
on the coast of Alaska, outside of Pribilof Islands.  ~ 
Have never seen or heard of seals hauling up on the ,,Po net haul up on 
coast, elsewhere than on the Pribilof Islands. They 
very seldom come nearer this coast than 20 miles, when advancing north 
towards Bering Sea. I think if sealing was stopped in 
Bering Sea that seal would become more plentiful along 
the coast, andif it is not stopped the herd will soon be destroyed. 

PETER TREARSHEIT. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, 1892. 
A, W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Experience. 


Migration. 


Protection. 


Deposition of James Unatajim, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


James Unatajim, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside 
in Sitka; am by occupation a seal hunter; have been engaged 
in that business since I was a small boy. I am 
now about 38 years old. Have never been in Bering 
Sea; have always hunted seal along the coast of Alaska. The seal first 
make their appearance on this coast off Sitka Sound. 
They are then advancing up the coast. When I first 
began to hunt spear and arrow were used exclusively; the shotgun is 
now used by the Indian hunters for the same purpose in lieu of the 
Spear and arrow. When the spear was used all seal speared were se- 
cured. About 50 per cent of the seal are lost when shot with shotguns. 
Whenever I have used a rifle for shooting seal a much larger proportion 
of those killed have been lost on account of shooting them at a 


Experience. 


Migration. 
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longer distance from the boat. Most of the seal taken 
presaint female" by me have been females with pup. I think the female 
ismore gentle, sleeps more, and is more easily captured. 
A few male seal have been taken by me, ages ranging from 1 to 4 years 
old, I should think. Some yearlings have been. taken, a majority of 
which were females also. Very few old bulls have been killed by me. 
Sex of seal can not be distinguished in the water, except in the case of 
Moa _ anold bull, which can be told by its size. No discrim- 
discriminate Kil: ination is used in taking seal; everything that comes 
= near the boat is shot at. If the seal are instantly 
killed they sink at once and are hard to secure. Seal are always shot 
in the head when possible. Have noticed the seal have 
been decreasing along the coast the last four years. 
Think the cause of the decrease is that there are too many schooners 
engaged in pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. Have never 
seen or heard of pups being born in the water or on 
the land on the coast of Alaska. Have heard that pups are all born 
on the Pribilof Islands. Have never known or heard 

Ae not haul up on of seal hauling up on the land on the coast of Alaske 
Have heard that they do haul up on the Pribilof Is- 
lands. Think if sealing by the schooners in the open waters of the 
North Pacific and Bering Sea was prohibited, the seal 


would again become plentiful along the coast. 
; his 
: JAMES X UNATAJIM. 
Witness: eee 
GEORGE KOSTROMETINOFF 
United States Court Interpreter. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 


Protection. 


Deposition of Rudolph Walton, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Rudolph Walton, being duly sworn deposes and says: Iam 25 years of 
FSS age; born at Sul am at present on the police force. 
a aaa age Have hunted seal three seasons, 1889, 1880, and 1891, 

around Biorka Island. Have seen and taken se: al from the middle of 
April to the middle of May. They are on their way 
northatthat time. Iuse shotgun and rifle to take seal. 
Majority pet About 50 per cent are lost when shot with shotgun; 
pregnant females 
when rifle js used a much larger per cent is lost. The 
majority of seal taken ave cows. Cows are more easily captured because 
they have pups. A few yearlings are killed, mostly females. Sex of 
newest ,_ seal can not be distinguished in the water. No discrim- 
Indiscriminate kill- 
ing: ination is used in seal h unting; allare killed that come 
near. Seal are decreasing on the coast. Have no 
ticed they have decrease dv: apidly the last two years. 
The decrease, I think, is caused by the indiscriminate killing of female 
seals. Some seal when shot and killed dead sink at 
once. Have never known a pup to be born in the 
water. I have never known of a pup seal being born 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth, 
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on the rocks of the coast anywhere. Have heard they 

are born on the Pribilof Islands. Have never known cosste ) “ "P 
fur-seal to haul up on the coast on anywhere else out- 
side of the Pribilof Islands. Think that all pelagic 
seal-hunting should be stopped in Bering Sea in order to keep the seal 
from being exterminated. 


Protection. 


RUDOLPH WALTON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of April, 1891. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury agent. 


Deposition of Charlie Wank, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Charlie Wank, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 30 years 
old. Was born at and reside at Sitka. Am by oceu- 
pation a seal hunter. Have been catching seal most — Experience. 
all my life. First seal are seen and taken by me off 
Sitka Sound. When I was a-boy seal came in to the sound very close, 
but now I have to go a long ways to get them. Seal do not stop off 
the sound long, but are constantly on the move north 
and west. The spear was used in early days, but now 
seal have become scarce and shotgun and rifle is used exclusively, 
When the spear was used no seal were lost. Now a great many are 
lost when shot with a shotgun and rifle. Most all seals 
taken are females with young. They are less active, eet seth females 
sleep more, and are easier captured. What few male 
seals are taken are 1, 2, 3, and 4 years old. Quite a number of year- 
lings are taken, mostly females. The sex of seal of same age can not 
be distinguished in the water. The only seal that can be distinguished 
is an old bull. We use no discrimination in seal hunt- 
ing; everything is killed that comes near the boat. 
Pelagic hunters have become so plentiful and seals have 
become so wild that we are obliged to take long shots at them. When 
seal are killed dead they sink almost instantly. All seal are shot in 
the head when it is possible to do so. Have noticed 
the seal are decreasing very fast, particularly the last 
four years, caused by the indiscriminate killing of seal by schooners 
in the waters of the North Pacific Ocean and Bering 
Sea. Never have known of pups being born in the 
water, nor elsewhere on the coast of Alaska. Have never known of 
any seal to haul up on the land or on the coast of 

Alaska. Have heard that they do haul up on the geo zof have up on 
Pribilof Islands. Think if all pelagic seal hunting 


Migration. 


Indiscriminate kill- 
ing. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 


; > “Protection. 
was stopped, the seal would increase along the coast "°°" 
and become plentiful once more. 

his 
CHARLIE x WANK. 
mark. 


Witness to his mark: 
GEORGE KOSTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
2716—VoL 11———18 


274 TESTIMONY 
Deposition of P. 8. Weittenhiller, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


P.S. Weittenhiller, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I have re- 
sided at Sitka the past nine years. Am now owner 

Experienca. of the sealing schooner Clara and have engaged in 
sealing this season. I first took seal off Sitka Sound 

during the month of March. Have done my sealing all this year be- 
tween Cape Edgcumbe and Cross Sound. My hunters use shotgun ex- 
clusively. They carry a rifle with them in the boat but have not used 
one this season to my knowledge. I think as near as I can estimate, 
about 334 per cent of the seals shot.are lost. Out of 60 seal taken so far 
this season 46 are females with pup and 14 were males. 

takgonant females Only 1 yearling seal has been taken this season. It is 
my opinion that female sealare more easily captured and 

appear to be more tame than the male seal, and I think sleep more. Only 
1 old bull was taken this season among the males. I should think the 
male seal taken this year were between 2 and 3 years old. The sex of a 
seal can not be told in the water except it is an old bull. Hunters use no 
aR OM 1. eS discrimination, but kill everythin g that comes near the 
ne boat. Hunters shoot all seal in the head when it is 
possible to do so and take their chances of its sinking 

before they can reach them. From what I kiow seals 
have been decreasing very fast in recent years. Think 
the decrease is caused by the indiscriminate killing in the North Pacific 
Ocean and Bering Sea. I have never known any pups 
-to be born in the water or anywhere else except on the 
Pribilof Islands. I have never known any fur-seal to haul up anywhere 
on the land on the coast of Alaska. I have never been 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 


Do not haul up on 


coast. in Bering Sea. I think sealing should be prohibited 
RULE UTI DE. for four or five years in order to give them a chance 


to multiply and become as plentiful as they formerly were. 
P. 8S. WEITTENHILLER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, . 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Michael Wooskoot, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Michael Wooskoot, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 60 
years old; born and reside in Sitka, Alaska. Have 

Experience. been engaged in hunting seal for a great many years 
in the North Pacific Ocean around Sitka Sound. First 

seal are seen and taken by me about the middle of April of each year. 
There are more or less of them on the coast till the 1st 
of July. First part of the season they are plentiful, 
but towards the last they become scarce. During the above-mentioned 
period the seal are on the move to the westward. Many years ago, when 
seal were plenty, the spear was used, but now so many schooners are en- 
gaged in sealing that the shotgun and rifle has to be used in order to 


Migration. 
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secure them, as they have become very wild. When the spear was 
used very few seal were lost. About 50 per cent are lost when shot 
with shotgun. A larger per cent are lost when killed witha rifle. Al- 
most all seals taken are females with pup; theyareless oo. an tox 
active, sleep more, and are more easily taken. Quite a proguant female 
large number of yearlings are taken, mostly females. 

During my life [ have taken over 100 bull seals. The sex of seal 
can not be told in the water. No discrimination is used es 

- x 5 : Indiscriminate kill- 
in seal hunting; all seal are killed that comenear the ing. 
boat. The only seal that can be distinguished in the 
water is an old bull. When a seal is shot dead he sinks at once. Seal 
are always shot in the head whenever it is possible to do 
so. Have noticed the seal are decreasing very fast, 
owing to so many schooners hunting seals in the waters of the North 
Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea. Have never known or 
heard of pups being born in the water nor on the coast 
of Alaska outside of the Pribilof Islands. Have never known of any 
fur-seal to haul out on the land on the coast of Alaska. 

Have heard of them hauling out on the Pribilof Islands, jou0" bat out om 
but have never been there. I think if all pelagic seal 
hunting was stopped seal would soon become plentiful 
on the coast. — 


Decrease. 


No pelagie birth. 


Protection. 


his 
MICHAEL X WOOSsKOOT. 
mark. 
GEORGE KOSTROMETINOFF, 
United States Court Interpreter. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Johnny Baronovitch, native sealer at Kasan. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Johnny Baronovitch, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born 
at Kasan, and have lived here all my life. My busi- 
ness is that of hunting and fishing. Have hunted fur- 
seal in a canoe in May off the Prince of Wales Island. Always 
used the shotgun for taking seal. A very few are lost when shot 
with the shotgun, as we shoot them close to the boat. Most all 
the seals taken are females with pup. I used no dis- 
covestly Presnan’ crimination, but kill everything that come near the 
boat in shape of a seal. Never stopped to ask if it is 
heii. _ female or not. A few old bulls have been taken by me. 
Res ae Mil There are not nearly as many seal on the coast as there 
was two or three years ago, and they will soon be all 
gone unless schooners are all stopped from hunting seal 
along the coast of Alaska. I have never known any 
Mon hea ei ater CURSO be born in the water or on the land in this part 
or on coast. of Alaska. Nor have I ever seen or heard of any fur 
seal being in the inland waters of this part of Alaska. 
IT have never heard of any fur-seal hauling up on the land in any part 
of Alaska. I think if.the schooners were all stopped from hunting 
seal, they would become plentiful once more, and the 
Indians could catch them as they used to. 
JOHNNY BARONOVITCH. 


Experience. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


Witness to his signature: 
J. M. POTTER. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Maurice Bates, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Maurice Bates, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 1am 40 years 
old. Was born in British Columbia, and now reside 
Experience. in New Metlakahtla. I am a hunter by occupation ; 
: have hunted fur-seal in a canoe ever since I was old 
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enough. My hunting lodge is on Dundas Island, and _, Sealer, on Dundas 
I hunt in Dixons Entrance and off Prince of Wales ™“"* 
Island. Have always used a shotgun for taking seal, 
and lose about 40 per cent of what I shoot. Most of Mostly female with 
the seals taken by me have been femalé with pup. Pup Killed. 
Never killed but one old bull in my life. I have killed 
a good many small bulls, and a great many yearling seals, but never 
examined the latter as to sex. ia have always hunted seals from March 
to June. Everything that comes near the boat in ya. uiminate kill. 
shape of a seal is shot, regardless of sex. The seal are ing. 
not near as plentiful as they used to be. The cause of 
the decrease is, I think, too many schooners hunting — Decrease. 
them off Prince of Wales Island and around Dixons 
Entrance. Have never known any seal pups to be , Seal pups not born 
born in the water or on the land anywhere around this ™ hes 
part of Alaska. Have never seen or heard of seals — Do not haul up on 
hauling up on the land around this part of Alaska, I #4 
have never seen any fur seal around Annette Island 
or any of the inland waters of Alaska. I think the — pyotection. 
schooners should be prohibited from hunting seal out 
in the water off Prince of Wales Island, so that the seal will become 
plentiful again. 
his 
MAURICE x BATES. 
mark 
Witness to his mark: 
Davin LEASK. 
A. W. LAVENDER 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Edward Benson, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Edward Benson, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 54 years 
old. Was born in British Columbia and now reside at te ate 
New Metlakahtla. I have been engaged in hunting HEPeEenCE: 
five years. Have hunted seal in canoes; begin to hunt 
the last of March and hunt till the middle of June. I have had my hunt- 
ing lodge at Nicholas Bay and on Dundas Island. Hunt seal in Queen 
Charlotte Sound, Dixons Entrance, and off Prince of Wales Island. 
I use the shotgun for taking seal. I lose about 25 per cent of the seals 
shot. Think the majority of the seals taken are cows. 
Never killed but two old bulls in my life. Have killed Majority taken 
quite a number of yearling seals and some young ~~ 
mmales 2 and 3 years old. We kill everything that 
comes near the boat, and use no discrimination, but | Indiscriminate kill 
shoot them regardless of sex. Seal are getting very "> 
searee. I think the cause of the sec: arcity | is too many 


Decrease. 
people hunting seal. I have never known any pups to ~““""° 
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Not born in water he born in the water or on the land. Nor have I known 
or on coast. > : ‘ 5 
of any seal hauling up on the land anywhere in Alaska. 
Bo OUEST oon I have never seen any fur seals in the water around 
args aaa Annette Island. I think schooners should be prohib- 
Protection. ited from hunting seal in the North Pacific Ocean to 
give them a chance to increase again. 
EDWARD BENSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Charlie Dahtlin, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Charlie Dahtlin, being duly sworn, deposes and: says: I was born in 
Shakan and have lived here all my life. Am a very 
old man. Have been a hunter all my life, hunting both 
seal and bear and all kinds of land animals, and have killed a great 
many of all kinds. Have hunted seal off the west coast of Prince 
Edward Island fora number of years. When I was a boy spear was 
used; now the shotgun and rifle are exclusively used for taking 
seal. None were lost when the spear was used. When the shot- 
gun is used sometimes they are lost. A few more are 
Majority taken lost when rifle is used. Majority of seals taken are 
Ieee Es cows with pup. Onee in a while we take an old bull. 
A few yearlings are taken also. <All seal are killed 
_ _Indiscriminete kill- that come near the canoe, whether it is male or fe- 
tad male. I make no difference. In former years there 
DONTeLES. were lots of seal, but now there are very few. ‘Too 
many schooners hunting them all the time in the water, 
killing the mother seals as well as others. Have never known of any 
pups being born in the water or on the land on the 
coast of Alaska. I have never heard of any or seen any 
fur-seal hauled up on the land anywhere around Prince 
coy NOt haul up on Edward Island or anywhere else on the coast. If the 
schooners are stopped from taking seal off Prince Ed- 
ward Island the seal will become plenty, and the Indians can kill them 
as they did along time ago. Now the Indians can get 
very few. 


Experience. 


Pups not born in 
water. 


Protection. 


his 
CHARLIE xX DAHTLIN. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
J. M. Porrer. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of May, 1892. 
AcoWs LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of William Duncan, resident of New Metlakahtla. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


William Duncan, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 60 years 
of age; I have resided in British Columbia thirty years and at New 
Metlakahtla five years, and have always been with the 
Tsimshean Indians, both in British Columbia and 
Alaska. The Tsimsheans are great hunters of fur-seal. The Indians 
left their homes in March and remained away until May. Their hunt- 
ing lodges were on some small islands outside of Dundas Island. 
From what they tell me the majority of seals taken na . 
by them have been females with young. The Indians Se REN ae 
report to me that the seal are very much scarcer , 
than they were in former years, and I know that they don’t bring 
in as many skins as they did in former years, although skins are 
bringing a much better price than they used to. 
have never known of any fur-seal pups being Born Pea bernean 
in the water or on the land in British Columbia 
or Alaska, but have heard they are born on the Pribilof Islands. 
The Indians have always reported to me when they re- 
turned from hunting that the seal had all gone north 
to have their young. I have never known or heard of any fur-seal 
hauling up on the land in British Columbia or Alaska po not haul up on 
outside of the Pribilof Islands. My connections with coast outside of Prib- 
the Indians have been such that had there been a fur- oe 
seal rooxery in British Columbia or Aiaska I certainly should have 
known it. The Indians have always hunted seal with a shotgun, 
and Iam sorry to say that they have killed a great many more than 
they secured. There can be but one cause for the Part 
scarcity of seal, and that is the indiscriminate killing car CCeLG 
of them in the water, and unless that is stopped the — 
seal must soon be exterminated. The sea-otter, which were plentiful 
‘on this coast at one time, are now scarcely seen at all, 
and the indiscriminate slaughter of them in the water 
has almost entirely exterminated the animal. Some few remain in the 
far north, but they are very hard to secure. 


Experience. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


WILLIAM DUNCAN. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of May, 1892. 
; A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Echon, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Echon, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Am about 50 years old 
and was born at Shakan. Have lived there all my 
life. Ama hunter by occupation. Have hunted seal 
in the summer time and land. game in the winter. Have hunted seal 
off Prince of Wales Island in the spring. In former years I used 
to catch seal with a hook by paddling up close to them when they 
were sound asleep and hooking them. Can’t use the hook now, as the 
seal have become very wild since they are hunted so much by schooners. 


Experience. 
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Now I use the shotgun exclusively for taking seal. Very seldom I lose 
one, as |] always shoot them close to the boat. I never examine 
them to know whether they are men or women seal. I 
jy ndiseriminate Kill: Gan not tell the difference in the water, and shoot every- 
: thing without knowing whether they aremen or women. 
Some years ago the fur-seal were ple nity off the islands, but since the 
schooners have hunted them they are nearly all gone 
and it is hard for the Indians of this village to get any. 
Haye never known any pup seal to be born in the 
me ocals not bom water or anywhere else in this part of Alaska. Have 
never known any to haul up on the land anywhere im 
Alaska, nor have I ever seen any seal in the inland waters wherever I 
have been in Alaska. I think the schooners should be stopped from 
“hunting seal so that the seal may become plentiful on 
the coast and the Indian may again have a chance to 
get them. It makes me feel bad to think the seal are most all gone and 

we can’t hunt them as our fathers used to. 

‘ ECHON (his x mark). 
Witnesses to his mark: 
J. M. POTTER. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


Deposition of Chief Frank, second chief Kaskan Indians, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Chief Frank, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am the second 
chief of the Kaskan Indians. Was born at and have lived in Kaskan 
all my life, and am now avery old man. My father lived here before 
me. My occupation has always been that of a hunter. Have hunted 
fur-seal in canoes. Have always used the shotgun 
for killing seal, and but very few are lost. There were 
Een Coe cowecedls with pup among the seals that I have taken, 

illed. 
but I dowt know how many. I have never taken 

pun discriminate kill an old bull in my life. Everything in shape of a 
a seal that comes near the boat is killed. Fur-seal 

are not as plenty as they used to be, and it is hard 
for the Indians to catch any. I think there are too many white men 
in schooners hunting seals around Dixow’s Entrance. 
Il never knew any fur- seal to be in the inland waters 
around this part of Alaska, nor have I ever known 
any fur-seal to haul up on the land anywhere in Alaska. I have never 
heard of seal pups being born in the water. I don’t 

Pups not born in Inow what to think about the schooners. There is one 


Experience. 


Decrease. 


Do not haul up on 
land. 


water. 
thing certain, seals are getting scarce. 
his 
JHIEF x FRANK. 
mark. 


Witness to his mark: 
J. M. Porrnr. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Charles Gibson, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Charles Gibson, being duiy sworn, deposes and says: Iam 33 years 
old; was born in British Columbia, and now live at 
Port Chester. Ihave hunted seal in canoes in Queen 
Charlotte Sound. Have always used the shotgun for taking seal. I 
lose about 334 per cent of what I shoot. I have never examined the 
seal as to sex. I shoot everything that comes near ,, 4... .iminate kill. 
the boat and use no discrimination whatever. The ing. — : 
seal are becoming very scarce, caused, I think, by the 
white men hunting them too much. I have never 
known of pups being born in the water or on the land 
anywhere around Alaska. I have never seen or heard — Seals do not haul 
of fur-seal hauling up on the land in this part of "? °°" 
Alaska. I have never seen a fur-seal in the inland waters between 
Port Chester and Loring. I think if the white men 
were prohibited from taking seal around Dixons En- 
trance, Prince of Wales Island, and in Queen Charlotte Sound the seal 
would become plenty once more and the Indians could catch them 
again as they used to. 


Experience. 


Decrease. 


No pelagie birth. 


Protection. 


; his 
CHARLES x GIBSON. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
J. M. POTTER. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Henry Haidane, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. : 


Henry Haldane, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam 353 years 
old; born in British Columbia, and now reside at New 
Metlakahtla. Have hunted fur-seal in a canoe. Have 
had my hunting lodge on Dundas Island and Nicholas Bay, and hunt 
seal from the last of March to the first of June off Prince 
of Wales Island, in Dixons Entrance and Queen Char- 
lotte Sound. They all disappear about June 1 on their way north. Have 
always used a shotgun for taking seal, and lose about ,.. |, ah Rar 
25 per cent of the seals I shoot. Think the seals taken maids and females 
by me have been about equally divided between females ,t?*«"- 
and males. Have taken a number of yearling seals and some two 
and three year old males. Have never killed an old bull. I always 
shoot everything that comes near the boat; can not 4, aiccriminate Kill 
tell- the sex in the water. The seal are not nearly ing. 
as plentiful as they once were, and I think they are 
hunted too much by schooners. Have never known 


Experience. 


Migration. 


Decréase. 
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any pups to be born in the water or on the land any- 

where in Alaska. I have never known any fur-seal to 

haul up on the land. Old fables tell us that they 

ioe not haul up on hauled up at one time, but I have been unable to learn 
that they ever did. Never seen any fur-seal anywhere 

around this island or in any of the inland waters. 

HENRY HALDANE. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


No pelagic birth. 


Deposition of Jack Johnson, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Jack Johnson, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 39 years 
old, and was born at Tongrass, and now live at Wrangel. Am a hunter 
by occupation, and have hunted fur-seal in Queen 
Charlotte Sound, using shotgun exciusively. Quitea 
number of seals are lost; I don’t know how many. 
fe Ntost all presuant Most of the seals taken are females with pup. Once 

in a while an old bull is killed. Everything in the 
Shape of a seal that comes near the boat is shot. Seal 
are not nearly as plentiful on the coast as in former 
times. Havenever known pups to be born in the water 
or on the land in this part of Alaska. Have never 
known or heard of fur-seals hauling up on the land on 
con not Bau UP ™ the coast of Alaska. My idea is that there are too 

many camp-fires around on the coast of Alaska that 
scares the seal out to sea. The seal smell the smoke and won’t come 
near the land; and there are a large number of people shooting seal, 
which scares them away also. 


Experience. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 


his 
JACK x JOHNSON. 


mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
o> VE. PorrerR. 
eS W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Johnnie Johntin, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Johnnie Johntin, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I belong to 
Kdawak, where [was born. Am now living at Shakan. 

Experience. * Am by occupation a hunter; have been hunting seal 
and land animals since a boy. Have always hunted 

seal off Prince of Wales Island in spring and early summer. Have 
always used shotgun and rifle for taking seal. I never lose any 
A large proportion S€al when I shoot them, because I always shoot them 
deilted Dregne. close to. A large proportion of seals killed by me were 
wos cows with pup. Have killed a very few old bulls and 
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some yearlings. I shoot everything in shape of a seal that comes near 
the boat and use no discrimination. There are too 5, 4, .himinate kill. 
many schooners hunting seal off Prince of Wales Is- ing. 
land, and it is hard for indians to get any in canoes. 

Have never known pups to be born in the water or on No pelagie birth. 
the land anywhere on the coast of Alaska. Have never 

known any seal to haul up on the land in Alaska, I, Do not haul up on 
have never seen any fur-seal in the inland waters of ~~ 

Alaska wherever I have traveled. I think all schooners should be 
stopped from hunting seal off Prince of Wales Islands, 
so the seal would become plentiful once more and the in- 
dians could catch them again. 


Protection. 


his 
JOHNNIE xX JOHNTIN. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
J. M. PoTrTEerR. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of James Klonacket, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


James Klonacket, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born 
at Klinquan, and have lived at Howkan a great many years. Lamnow 
a very old man and am a hunter by occupation. Have hunted fur-seal 
for twelve seasons off Prince of Wales Island. Have 
always hunted seala month and a half before the small 
birds hatch, and they hatch about Junel. The seal all 
go north about this time. I use the shotgun for taking 
seal, and sometimes I lose one or two out of ten that 'L kill. When I 
first began to hunt seals the females were plenty, but 
now they are not so plenty. The majority of seals killed 
the last few years have been young males two and three years old. I 
have killed a few old bulls. They were not plentiful when I first began 
to hunt, then they got plenty, and now they are nearly all gone. Fe- 
male and male seals look the same in water, unless it be an old bull, 
which I can tell by its bigness, and [ shoot everything that comes near 
the canoe. Seal used to be plentiful,but now they are nearly all gone. 
They are toomuch hunted by the white men with schoon- 
ers. Have neverknownany pups to be bornin the water 
or on the land anywhere in Alaska or British Columbia, and I don’t know 
where they are born. I don’t know of any fur-seal 
hauling up on the land anywhere in Alaska or British | Farjeaite net haul 
Columbia, and I don’t know where they do haul up. 


Experience. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


No pelagie birth. 


his 
JAMES xX KLONACKET. 
mark 
Witness to his mark: 
a@&. W. LAVENDER. 
H. KR. Gouup, Interpreter. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of May, 1892. 
A, W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


284 TESTIMONY 
Deposition of Edward Maitland, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Edward Maitland, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born 
in British Columbia. I reside now in New Metlakahtla. Am 31 yearsold. 
I have been a hunter all my life. Have hunted seal in 
acanoe; my lodge was on Dundas Island, and I hunted 
in Queen Charlottes Sound and Dixons Entrance. Always used the shot- 
gun for taking seal. About 50 per cent of the seals shot with shotgun are 

lost. Most of the seals taken by me have been females 
mostly Pregnant fe withpup. [have never takenabig bullin my life. Have 
killed small bulls and some yearlings. Itmakes no dif- 
ference if a seal is a male or female; we shoot everything that comes near 
enough. Ihave never known any pups to be born in 
the water, or on the land on the coast around this part 
Sy nae Gee of Alaska. I have never known any fur-seal to haul 
Alaskan coast. up on the land anywhere in Alaska. I have never 

seen any fur-seal around Annette Island anywhere. 

EDWARD MAITLAND. 


Experience. 


No pelagic birth. 


Witness to his signature: 
J. M. POTTER. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this LOth day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Frederick Mason, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Frederick Mason, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 52 years 
old. Was born in British Columbia, and now reside at New Metlakahtla. 
Am a hunter by occupation; have hunted fur-seal in 
canoes since I was a boy. The seal first make their 
appearance in March off Prince of Wales Island, and leave about the 
middle of June. My hunting lodge has always been on Nicholas Bay, 
and I have hunted in Queen Ghar lotte Sound, Dixons Entrance, and off 
Prince of Wales Island. I BLAS use the shote un for taking seal, and 

lose about 25 per cent of what i. shoot. The seals killed 

yng half females by me were about half males and half females. Have 
killed but one old bull in my life. I have killed quite a 

sh ate _ number of yearling seals, but never examined them as 
jen iscrimingia kilt sex. Very thing that comes near the boat in shape 
of a seal is shot; I can not tell the sex of 2 seal till 
after it is dead. There are not near as many hunters hunting seal as 
there used to be, for the, seal are decreasing very fast. I know be- 
cause I am hunting seal all the time. There are too many schooners 
hunting seal off the Prince of Wales Island and Dixons Entrance and 
if they are not stopped they will soon be all gone. I 
have never seen a pup born in the water, nor have I 
ever heard of a pup being born on the land around 
No pelagic birth. this part of Alaska. I have never seen or heard of a 
fur-seal being hauled up on the land anywhere in this 


Experience. 


Protection. 
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part of Alaska, nor do I believe that old fable that is — Do not hawt up on 
told by some of the old men that fur-seal once did haul °?S 

up here, or any other part of Alaska outside of the Seal Islands. I think 
if the schooners were prohiblted from taking seal, they would become 
plentiful, as they were years ago. 


his 
FREDERICK x MASON. 
a) Z mark, 
Witness to his mark: 


DAviIp LEASK. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of May, 1892. 
_ A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Amos Mill, sealer, 
PELAGIC SEALING, 


Amos Mill, being duly sworn, deposes and says: [T was born in Brit- 
ish Columbia; Iam about 50 years old, and now reside in New Metla- 
kahtla; have been a hunter all my life; have hunted fur- 
seal incanoes; my lodge is on Dundas Island, and I hunt 
off Prince of Wales Island, in Queen Charlotte’s Sound and Dixon’s En- 
trance; have always used the shotgun for taking seal; about 20 per cent 
of the seals I shoot with shotgun are lost; most all the 
seals killed by me have been females with pup; the Most ji) presnant 
seal hunting commences in March and ends about 
the middle ‘of June; the seal are constantly going Migration. 
north during that time; I shoot all seal that come near 
the boat, regardless of Sex} haye never, killed bub two. st. 
old bulls in my lites have killed a few young bulls, ing. eee 
and plenty of yearling seal; never examined them as 
to sex; I have never known any pups to be bornin the yp pelagic pirth. 
water or any on the land in this part of Alaska; I have 
never seen any seal hauled out on the land anywhere 
around this part of Alaska; I have seen a few fur-seals .,.r’’ D@™! UP om 
in the waters near Prince of Wales Island in the 
months of May and June. 


Experience. 


his 
AMos x MILL. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
DAvip LEASK. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


286 TESTIMONY 
Deposition of Matthew Morris, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Matthew Morris, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Kasan and am 22 years old. Am a hunter by occupa- 


Experience. tion and have hunted fur-seal in canoes off Prince of 
Indiseriminate kit. WW ales Island. Always use the shotgun for taking seal. 
ing. I lose very few, as I always shoot them close to the boat. 


Shoot everything that comes near the boat in shape of 
a seal, and use no discrimination. Most of the seals 
taken by me have been cows with pup. First taken the 
Migration. seal off this island in May. Since the schooners have 
Decrease. commenced to hunt seal they are becoming very scarce 
and the Indians have to go a long ways to get the few 
No pelagic birth. that they do. I have never known any pups to be born 
Do not haul up on 11 the water, or any fur-seal to haul up on the land in 
coast. this part of Alaska. I have never seen any fur-seal in 
the water anywhere around in the inland waters of 
Alaska. I think all the schooners ought to be stopped 
‘atching seal, so the Indians could catch them again. 


Mostly pregnant fe- 
males taken. 


Protection. 


MATTHEW se MORRIS, 


mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
J. M. POTTER. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Dan Nathlan, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Dan Nathlan, being duly sworn, deposes and Says: I was born on 
Queen Charlottes Island. Am 25 years old and now 

Experience. reside at Howkan. Am a hunter by occupation. Have 
hunted fur-seal, since I was a boy. This js the first 

year I ever hunted on a schooner; am now on the schooner Ad- 
venture. When | was a boy I hunted seal in Dixon’s 
Entrance and off Queen Charlottes Islands. Always 
hunted during April and May. In June the seal all leave, going north. 
Have always used the shotgun for taking seal. Sometimes I lose two 
and sometimes three seal ‘out of tenI shoot. About one- 

fone half pregnant jialf of the seal of the seal I have taken were females 
with pup. Have taken avery few yearlings. Once in | 

a while I take an old bull, but not often. The male seals that I have 
ph otg _ killed are two and three years old, I think. We shoot 

ina seriminate Kill everything that comes near the canoe, regardless of sex. 
The sex can not be told in the water ‘unless it be an old 
bull. The last four or tive years seal have been growing scarcer every 
year, owing, I think, to too many white men hunting seals 
in schooners off Queen Charlotte Islands and in Dixons 


Adventure. 


Decrease. 
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Entrance. I think if the schooners are not prohibited protection. 
from hunting seal they will soon become as scarce as the 
sea otter now is. There have only been two seal killed by the four canoes 
hunting off Cape Muzon this season, which shows plainly enough that 
the seal are most all gone. I have never seen any 
pup seal born in the water or on the land anywhere 
around British Columbia or Alaska. Have never seen 
any fur-seal haul up on the land anywhere in Alaska, ,,Done? beul up on 
or British Columbia, or on Queen Charlottes Islands. ° 
his 
DAN x NATHLAN. 
mark. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of May, 1592. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


No pelagic birth. 


Deposition of Joseph Neishkaitk, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Joseph Neishkaitk, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born 
in British Columbia; am 60 years old, and now reside 
at New Melakahtla; am a hunter by occupation; have — Experience. 
hunted fur-seal; hunt in Dixons Entrance and Queen 
Charlotte Sound. The seal make their appearence the last of March 
and disappear the Ist of June, and I hunt them dur- 
ing that time. Use the shotgun for taking seal, and ; 
lose about 25 per cent of those I shoot. Think about | Hal presnant fe 
half of the seals taken by me have been cows with pup; 
the rest are yearlings and young males two and three years old. Have 
never seen an old bull in my life. Everything ismeiledi se ia ec eal: 
that comes near the canoe in shape of a seal. We can- ing. 
not tell a male from a female in the water. Seal are 
not near as plenty as they used to be; too many hunt- 
ers are catching them and indiscriminately killing them. I have never 
known any pups to be born in the water or on the land around this 
part of Alaska. Iam avery old man, and I have never 
even heard of. I have never heard of or seen any 
seal hauled up on the coast of Alaska anywhere. Have  5,, it paul 

0 aul up op 

never even seen any fur-seal in the waters around An- coast. 
nette Sound or in any of the inland waters. I think if 
the schooners were prohibited from taking seal they 
would become plentiful again. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 
No pelagic birth. 


Protection. 


his 
JOSEPH x NEISHKAITK. 


mark. 
Witnesse to his mark: 
DAVID LEASK. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


288 TESTIMONY 
Deposition of Ntkla-ah, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Ntkla-ah, being duly sworn, deposes and says: [was bort at Howkan. 
Am very old; about 60 years old. I have been a hun- 
ter all my life. Have hunted fur-seal every season 
since I was old enough, in a canoe. The seal always come here before 
the birds begin to sing very much, atid they are all gone 
when the salmon berries get ripe, which I think is be- 
tween the months of March and July. Have used a Hudson Bay shot- 
gun since I can remember for taking seal. I very rarely lose a seal, 
j because I shoot them close to the boat. I think about 
= half the seals taken by meare females with pup. Have 
never taken but afew old bulls in my life. Have taken 
a good many yearlings, but never examined them as to sex. When I 
was a young man seals were much more plentiful than they are now. 
The last three years, since the schooners began hunting seals, they 
have become very scarce. It is hard for the Indians 
to get any now, and this year they nave killed but two. 
About the time the wild geese are flying north the seals are most plen- 
tiful. I can not tell the difference between a male and a female seal in 
the water, and I shoot every seal that comes near the 
_ indiscriminate kill: ance. I think if the schooners are not stopped from 
‘s hunting seal the seal, like the sea-otter, will soon be 
all gone. I have never known or heard of pups being 
born in the water or on the land anywhere in British 
Columbia, Queen Charlotte Islands, or Alaska. I have never known 
or heard of fur-seal hauling up on the land anywhere 
res He. ak haulup on jy British Columbia, Queen Charlotte Islands, or Alaska. 
NTKLA-AH (his x mark). 


Experience. 


Migratione 


Half taken pre 
nant females. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 


Witnesses to his mark: 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
H. R. GouLD, Interpreter. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Peter Olson, fur hunter. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Peter Olson, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Howkan, and have lived at Kasan since I was a boy. 
Have been a hunter all -my life. Have never hunted 
fur-seal; always hunted on the land; a great many of our people hunt 
fur-seal along the coast of Prince of W ales Islands and out in Dixon’s 
Pith y tects Entrance. I have never seen any fur-seal anywhere i in 
incinerate’ the inland waters, nor have I ever heard of any being 
around the inland waters of this part of Alaska. Ihave 

rae not hanl up on never known of any fur-seal pup to be born in the water 
or haul up on the land anywhere in Alaska. The In- 

dian fur-seal hunters of my people all tell me that the fur-seal are be- 


Experience. 
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coming very scarce. Too many white men are killing them all the time, 
and they kill cows with pup as well as other kinds. I 
am the chief of my people, and they all tell me what 
they know. If the schooners were stopped hunting seal, they would 
become plenty once more, and my people would get 
plenty once more, and they need them very much. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


his 
PETER xX OLSON, 
mark 
Witness to his mark: 
JM. PovTrer: 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of May, 1892, 
A VY. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Jack Shucky, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Jack Shucky, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Was born in 
Shakan; am a hunter by occupation; have hunted 
seal in summer time and bear in winter since I was a 
boy; have always hunted seal off Prince of Wales Islands in my 
canoe. Shotgun and rifle are used by me for taking seal. About 25 
per cent are lost when shot with the shotgun and more are lost when 
shot with rifle. The majority taken are females with 
pup. Once inawhile anold bullis taken, but very sel- 
dom. A fewsmall yearlings are taken, but not many. 
All seal are killed that come near the boat. I never 
stop to consider whether it is a male or female, , Indiscriminate kill- 
but kill it off if I can. Since the schooners have ~ 
hunted seal off the Prince of Wales Island the seals have become 
scarce, and it is hard for the Indians to get any in 
canoes. In former times they used to get plenty. 
Never known of pups being born in the water or any- N° Pelagic birth. 
where in this part of Alaska. Have never known of | Do not haul up on 
seal hauling up on the land anywhere in Alaska, nor #"™* 
have I ever seen any fur-seal in the inland waters 4 pl OTROS 
between this place and Wrangel Island. If the “°° °* 
schooners are allowed to hunt seal any longer the seal — Pretection. 
will soon all be gone. That’s all [ have to say. 


Experience. 


Majority taken 
pregnant females. 


Decrease. 


his 
JACK xX SHUCKY. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
J. M. PoTrTerR 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
2716—VvoL 11——19 


290 TESTIMONY 


Deposition of Aaron Simson, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Aaron Simson, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at 
Wrangel and am 22 years. I have hunted seal some off Queen Char- 
lotte’s Island; always use shotgun and rifle. Most of 
the seal taken by me were cows with pup. In all my 
pes Uy ae eee or aveling around in the waters of southeastern Alaska, 

I have only seen one fur-seal in my life. I have never 
seen or heard of pup seals being born in the water or 
anywhere in Alaska; nor have I ever seen or hear d of fur-seals hauling 

5 up on the land in any part of Alaska. I think that all 

o not haul up on 3 - 

Alaskan coast. pelagic seal hunting should be stopped so the seal can 
become plentiful again, for now the seal are so scarce 
that the Indians can catch but very few, where in olden 
times they caught plenty. 


Experience. 


No pelagic birth. 


Protection. 


Decrease. 


AARON SIMSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of George Skultka, chief of the Hyda Indians and sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


George Skultka, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Howkan and have lived there all my life. I am chief of the Hyda 
Indians; am about 50 years old. Am a hunter by occupation. Have 
hunted fur-seal since I was about 20 years old. We commence hunting 
when the geese begin to fly and hunt for a month and a half. The 

Lae ae geese commence to fly about the last of April. I have 

HRV OHEUG, alw ays used a shotgun for taking seal. I lose pretty 
_Indiseriminate kill near half of the seal that I kill. Always shoot every- 
ea thing that comes near the boat in shape of a seal, re- 
wa gent females _gardless of sex. I think about three females with pup 

illed. : 7 : : 

out of every ten killed. I kill lots of yearling seals, but 
never examined them as to sex. Never shoot any old bulls, although I 
have seen a good many. There are no seal left now; 
they are most all killed off. The last ten years the seal 
have been decreasing very fast, ever since the white men with schooners 
began to hunt them. Have never seen any fur-seal 
born in the water or on the land anywhere in British 
Columbia or Alaska. Have never seen or heard of any fur-seal rook- 
eries in British Columbia or Alaska. <All the hunters went out hunting 
this season, and returned home discouraged, only catching two fur- 
seals. The fur-seal, like the sea-otter, are all gone. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 


his 
GEORGE x SKULTKA. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
H. R. GouLp, 
Interpreter. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of William G. Thomas, fisherman. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


William G. Thomas, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Have lived 
in southeastern Alaska the ‘last eleven years, seven of which I resided 
at Fort Wrangel. Have been engaged in the fishing business a number 
of years. I have never seen or heard of any fur-seal 
being seen in any of the inland waters of Alaska, nor 
have. I ever known of or seen any fur-seal hauled upon — y.0.. neara of me 
the land in any part of Alaska. Have employed a. sealin inland waters, 
ereat many Indian fishermen, and had there been a fur- johnc th on cont 
seal rookery in any part of the Alaskan coast [ should 
certainly have heard of it. 


Experience. 


Wm. G. THOMAS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of May, 1892, 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of George Usher, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


George Usher, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born in 
British Columbia. I am 57 years old, and reside at 
New Metlakahtla. I have been a hunter all my life. Experience. 
I was one of the first to hunt fur-seals among the 
Tsimpshens, and have hunted seal ever since. I always hunt in 
canoes. My hunting place has always been off Dundas Island. Have 
hunted in Queen Charlotte’s Sound, Dixons Entrance, and off Prince 
of Wales Island. I have always used the Shotgun for taking seal. I 
think I generally lose about 75 per cent of the seals shot with shot- 
gun. Most of the seals taken have been cows with 
pup. Ihave taken but a very few old bulls. I have ,,Nostly pregnant fe. 
killed plenty of young males, and have taken quite a 
number of yearlings, but never examined them as to _ Indiscriminate kill- 
sex. I always shoot everything that comes near the “* 
boat, regardless of sex. We use no discrimination. Last year there 
seemed to be a great number of seals on my old hunting grounds. | 
have never seen any pups born in the water. The seals 
at this time of year are always going north. I have 
never seen any fur-seal hauled up on the rocks any- Do not haul up on 
where on the coast of this part of Alaska. Ihave never °S" 
seen any fur-seal anywhere around Annette Island. 


No pelagie birth. 


his 
GEORGE x USHER. 
f _ mark, 
Witness to his mark: 


DAVID LEASK. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


292 TESTIMONY TAKEN IN OR NEAR DIXON ENTRANCE. 
Affidavit of Paul Young, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Paul Young, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 

Kasan, and am 30 years old; have lived at Kasan all my 
Bp erence: life; am a hunter by occupation; in the spring and 
early summer I hunt fur-seal in canoe. Seal make 
their appearance off Prince of Wales Islandsin April. 
Always use shotgun for taking seal. I lose but very few seal, as L 
always shoot them very close to the boat. Most of the 


Migration. 


Majority taken 


pregnant females. seals I have killed were females with pup. Once in a 
Indiscriminate kin. While an old bullis taken. I use no discrimination and 
ing. kill everything that comes near the boat in shape of a 


seal. Seal have been disappearing very rapidly the 
last few years, and it is hard for our people to get 
them. There are too many white men hunting them with schooners off 
Prince of Wales Island. I have never seen any fur-seal in the inland 
waters of this part of Alaska, nor have I ever heard of any being there 

Reese eenes from the people of my tribe. Have never known any 
coast. No pelagic fur-seal to haul up on the land, nor have I ever seen or 
birth: heard of pups being born in the water. I think the 
schooners should be stopped from hunting seal, and 
then they would become plenty again, and the Indians 
could kill them again as they used to. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


his 
PAUL x YOUNG. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
J. M. PoTrerR: 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent, 


TESTIMONY TAKEN AT NICHOLAS BAY FROM INDIANS 
WHILE THEY WERE HUNTING FUR-SEAL. 


Deposition of William Clark, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


William Clark, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Klinquan and have lived there ever since; have hunted 
fur-seal nine years in Dixons Entrance and off Prince — Experience. 
of Wales Island, in and between March and June. 
The seal disappear early in June, going north. Lalways Migration. 
use the shotgun for taking seal. I think about 25 per 
cent are lost. About half the seals killed by me have ,, ie 
been cows with pup. I never shot but two old bulls brweieno ee 
in my life. Have shot a few yearling seals. The young 
male seals I have killed were between two and three years old, I think. 
The last five years fur-seal have been growing very 
scarce, and itis hard to get any now. There are too 
many white men with schooners hunting them off Dixons Entrance, 
and unless it is stopped the seal will soon be all gone. Have never 
known or heard of any fur-seal pups being born in the |, OW seek 
water or on the land in any part of Alaska or British water 
Columbia. I have never known of seal to haul out on 4), 16¢ naul out on 
the land anywhere in this part of Alaska or British Co- lana. 
lumbia wherever I have been. 


Decrease. 


his 
WILLIAM xX CLARK. 
mark, 
Witness to his mark: 
J. W. POTTER. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Frank, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Frank, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born on Queen 
Charlotte’s Island, and am now a very old man. Don’t know my age. 
I have hunted fur-seals, and when I was a young man 
there were lots of seals around Queen Charlotte — Experience. 
Islands, but now they have become scarce, ‘The last 
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few times I was out after them I did not see a seal. They have been 
growing scarcer every year since the white man began hunting them 
inschooners. Ialways hunted seals in Dixons Entrance, and off Prince 
of Wales and Queen Charlotte islands in March and June. The seal 
disappear in June towards the north. When I was a 
~ young man the Indians used the spear for taking seal; 
now they have learned from the white man to use the shotgun. ‘About 
three out of ten are lost that are shot. I think the schooners ought 
to be prohibited from hunting seal, so the Indians 
could again get them again. Now "they are obliged 
to go a long way in the canoes, and often go many days without see- 
ing a seal, and come back tired. I have never known of pups to be 
born in the water or on the land anywhere around 
Queen Charlotte Islands or other parts of British 
Columbia and Alaska, where I have been. I have never known any 
seal to haul up on the land on Queen Charlotte 
lay not haul up on Tslands or any part of British Columbia or Alaska; 
nor have I ever heard of any seal having hauled up 

anywhere in British Columbia or Alaska. 


Migration. 


Protection. 


No pelagie birth. 


FRANK (his x mark). 


Witness to his mark: 
J. M. POTTER. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Luke Frank, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Luke Frank, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born in 
Howkan, and have lived there all my life; am by oe- 

Experience. cupation a hunter, and have hunted fur-seal six years 
of my life; have always hunted in Dixons Entrance 

and off Prince of Wales Island during the month of May and June 
each year. The seal all disappear about the first of 
June, going north. There are seal in Dixons Entrance 
in March, but the wind blows so hard that it is impossible for us to 
hunt them in canoes; have always used the shotgun 

oe fomalaet | LOrsmaleinee seal. lose about two out of ten that I 
? shoot. I think the seals taken by me are about half 
females with pup, and the rest are one and two year old males and 
yearlings; never examined the yearlings as to sex. I can not tell the 
sex of a sea! in the water; use no discrimination, but kill everything 
_ that comes near the boat. Since the white men have 

mn ndiscriminatekil: heen hunting the seal with schooners, they have be- 
e come very scarce and it is hard for the Indians to get 
any in their canoes. And all seal hunting in the 
waters should be stopped for a few years to give the 
seal a chance to become plenty again. Never knew any fur-seal to 


Migration. 


Decrease. 
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be born in the water or on the land around British 
Columbia or Alaska. Never knew any fur-seal to haul 
up on the land in British Columbia or Alaska. Have never killed an 
old bull in my life, nor have I seen one the last few years. 
his 
LUKE xX FRANK. 


mark. 


No pelagic birth. 


Witness to his mark: 
J. M. POTTER. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Ning Kaskwa, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


King Kaskwa, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Howkan, and reside there: Have lived there all my 
life, and am ‘now a very old man; about 65 years old. — Experience. 
My occupation is that of a hunter. Have hunted fur- 
seal thirteen years or more. Have always hunted them in Dixons 
Entrance and off Prince of Wales Island between March and June. 
Hunt them until the last of May, when the seal dis- 
appear, going north. I always use the shotgun for 
killing seal. I lose about four out of ten that [ shoot. _ Fifty percent killea 
About 50 per cent of the seals taken are cows with pup. P’°sn2ut females. 
Have killed a few old bulls, and have taken a few yearlings every 
season. We can not tell the difference between a male 
and a female in the water, but kill everything that comes, 1n'scriminate kill- 
near the boat. When I was a young man the seal ~ 
were very plentiful around here, but since the schooners began hunt- 
ing them they have become very scarce. The white 
hunter destroyed the sea-otter and will soon destroy 
the seal. I don’t like to see the schooners around here hunting 
seal, for they kill everything they see, and unless they 
are stopped the seal will soon be all gone. ‘The sea- 
otter is already gone. Have never seen fur-seal pups 
born in the water or on the land in British Columbia or Alaska. Have 
never seen any fur-seal hauled up on the land anywhere, nor have I ever 
heard of any being hauled up on the land either in British Columbia or 
Alaska. 


Micration. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


No pelagic birth. 


his 
KInG x KASKWA. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
J: Me Porrer, 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Jim Kaseoh, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Jim Kasooh, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Howkan and have lived there all my life. Ain about 
45 years old. I am by occupation a hunter. Have 
hunted fur seal for eight years. Always hunted in 
Mapeation: Dixons Entrance and off Prince of Wales Islands in 
May and June. In June the seal all go up north. 

They come in March, but it is too stormy to hunt them. I always use 
_, the shotgun for taking seal. Sometimes I lose two 
propuantsemales. and three out of ten that I shoot. About half of the 
= seals killed are females with pup. Have killed some 
yearling seals, but never killed an old bull. The young males I killed 
were between two and three years old. Seals have 
been growing scarce the last five years, since the white 
man began hunting them with schooners, and if they are not stopped 
the seal will soon be all gone. I have never known seal pups to be 
born on the land or in the water in this part of Alaska. I never knew 
No delagiobicth, fur-seals to haul out anywhere on the land in Alaska, 


Do not haul up on nor have I ever heard of any being hauled out. 
land. 


Jim Kagsoon. 
Sealer; experience. 


Decrease. 


his 
JIM x KASOOH. 
mark. 
Witnesss to his mark: 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Robert Kooko, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Robert Kooko, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born in 
Victoria, British Columbia; moved from Victoria to 

Experience. Howkan, Alaska, when Iwas asmall boy. Have hunted 
fur-seal for three years in Dixons Entranceand off Prince 

of Wales Island in the month of May. The seal all leave there by the 
first of June; think they go north. I have used the 
spear and shotgun. When a sealis struck with a spear 
we never lose him. About 50 per cent are lost when shot with a 
shotgun. The majority of seals taken by me were 
females with pup. Have taken some yearling seals, 
but never examined them as to sex. Have killed one 
or two old bulls in my life. The males I have killed have been 
one and two years old, I think. I kill everything that 
comes near the canoe, regardless of sex. Seal have 
become very scarce the last three years, and what few 
there are are very wild and hard to get at. I think the reason that 
seal have become searce is that they are hunted too 
much and too many females killed with pup. I have 


Migration. 


Majority taken preg- 
nant females. 


Indiscriminate kill- 
ing; decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 
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never known any pups to be born in the water. Have never kuown 
any fur-seal to haul out on the land anywhere around ,,., 5. 

this part of Alaska. I think the schooners should be ida ee 
prohibited from hunting seal off Prince of Wales Is- 
land so they can become plenty again. 


Protection. 


his 
ROBERT x Kooxo. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
J. M. POTTER. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Charles Martin, sealer. 


PELAGIC SHALING. 


Charles Martin, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Klinquan and reside there; am 30 years old, and my 
occupation is that of a hunter. Have hunted fur- 
seal ever since I was a boy; always hunt in Dixons Entrance 
and around Prince of Wales and Queen Charlotte’s islands. I 
use the shotgun for taking seal. About 50 per cent 
are lost that are shot with the shotgun. About half ona lel core 
of the seals killed by me, I think, were cows with pup. Ph 
Have never killed an old bull, but have killed a few yearlings in my 
life. Never examined the latter as to sex. Since the white man with 
schooners has been hunting seal they have been grow- 
ing scarcer every year, and unless they are stopped 
the seal will soon be all gone. The Indians now have to go a long way 
and suffer great hardsnips in order to getany. I have 
never known any fur-seal pups to be born in the water 
or on the land around this part of Alaska or British Columbia. I have 
never known any seal to haul out on the land any- 
where around this part of Alaska or British Columbia, 
and I never heard of any hauling out in Alaska or 
British Columbia. 


Experience. 


Decrease. 

No pelagic birth. 
Do not haul out on 
nd. 


his 
CHARLES x MARTIN. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
J. M. PorrErR. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Nashtou, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Nashtou, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at Kas aan; 
am 60 years old; and have been a hunter all my life; 
have hunted fur seal outside of Prince of Wales Island — Experience. 
and in Dixons Entrance during the month of May every 
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year for along time. The seal first come into Dixons Entrance in March. 
The weather is bad during taat month, and Ido not hunt 
them in canoes. The seal are constantly on the move 
north. Have always used spear and shotgun for taking seal. None I lost 
when I used spear. About 20 per cent are lost when 
pa nalfeows wath” killed with shotgun. Abouthalfthe seals taken by meare 
cows with pup. I have taken a few old bulls in my life, 
butnotmany. Havetaken quite anumber of yearlings. The male seals 
taken are between two and three years old. The sex of the seal can not 
be told in the water. Hunters use no discrimination, 
ngs srininate 5 but kill everything they can. When I was a young 
man seal were very plentiful off Prince of Wales 
Island and Dixons Entrance, but since the schooners have begun hunt- 
ing seal they have become very scarce, and Indians 
now are obliged to go along ways to kill any, and 
sometimes they will hunt for days without getting aseal. I have never 
known any pups to be born in the water or on the land 
anywhere around this part of Alaska or in British 
Do not haul upon Columbia. Have never known any fw-seal to haul up 
ia on the land anywhere in British Columbia or Alaska. 
I think that all sealing should be stopped for a number of years, so that 
the seal can become plenty again, for the white man 
has almost exterminated the seal. 
NASHTOU (lis x mark). 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 


Protection. 


Witness to his mark: 
J. M: Porrnr. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Smith Natch, sealer. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Smith Natech, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was borii at 
Kas aan and have lived there all my life, and am now a 

Experience. very old man, about 80 years old. Have been a hunter 
all my life. mite hunted fur-seal every season for a 

great many years in Dixons Entrance. When I was a small boy fur- 
seal used to come into een Straits, but it has been a good many 
years now since any fur-seal have seen there. Alw ays hunted fur-seal 
between March and June. They make their appear- 
ance in March in Dixons Entrance, but at that time 
‘of the year the weather is so bad we can’thunt them. May is the best 
time to hunt them, because the weather is always good. They all dis- 
appear in June and go north up the coast—I think, to have their pups. 
When I was a boy I used a shotgun for taking seal, bought from the 
Hudson Bay Company at Fort Siinpson, and have always used a shot- 
gun for sealing. Ithink about two out of ten seal shot 

mee with pup’ are Jost. I think about half the seals killed by me are 
females with pup. I think there are afew more males 

killed in April than females, but in May there are more females killed. 
J can not tell a male from a female in the water, and it makes no differ- 
iy _ ence; I shoot everything that comes near the canoe in 
ing tserhmnate SI Shape of a seal. Since the white men with schooners 
began to hunt seal, the last five or six years, seals have 


Migration. 
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become very scarce, and it is hard for the Indians to get any now. 
They have to goa long way and hunt a long time in order to get one 
or two seals, and unless all seal hunting is stopped in the water the 
seal, like the sea-otter, will soon be all gone. Have eee 
never known any pups to be born in the water or on the N° Pelasie birth. 
landin British Columbia or Alaska, nor have I known — Do not haul upon 
: . “ys coast. 
any seals to haul up on the land anywhere in British 
Columbia or Alaska. 
his 
SMITH x NATCH. 
mark. 
Wituess to his mark: 
J. M. PoTTER, 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Abel Ryan, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Abel Ryan, being duly sworn, deposes and says: [am 22 years old 
Was born in British Columbia and reside on Dundas 
Island. I have hunted fur-seal every season since I Experience. 
was a boy, between March and June. Always hunted 
in Dixons Entrance and off Prince of Wales Island. The majority of 
seals taken by me have been females with pup. Once 
in a great while I catch an old bull. A few yearlings ,7qyrih panen & 
have been taken and the majority of males are two and , 
three year olds. Shotgun is exclusively used by me for taking seals. 
Lose about 20 per cent of those killed with shot gun. 
Have noticed the seal are getting scarce the last cae 
years. The cause of the scarcity is, I think, too many schooners hunt- 
ing them off Prince of Wales Island, and unless they are stopped the seal 
will soon be all gone. I have never known or heard of 
any pups being born in the water or on the land any- 
where around this part of Alaska. Have never known , Do not haul up on 
any fur-seal to haul up on the land anywhere around ° 
British Columbia or Alaska. I do know that where Indians formerly 
went out and brought back fifteen seals thev scarcely bring back one 
now, and unless something is done to prohibit the apa 
schooners from hunting seal off Queen Charlotte's and ?7°**tien- 
Prince of Wales islands there will be no seals left for the Indians. 
Everything in the shape of a seal that comes near the Cine, 
boat is shot. Hunters use no discrimination, but kill ,,[™{Se™iminate kill 
everything that puts its head above water. 


Decrease. 


No pelagie birth. 


his 
ABEL xX RYAN. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
J. M. POTTER. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 


A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Thomas Skowl, chief of Kasaan Indians, sealer. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Thomas Skowl, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam chief of the 
Kas-aan Indians. Was born at Kasaan and have lived there all my life. 
Am 48 years old. Am-ahunter by occupation and have hunted fur-seal 
the past fifteen years. Always hunted seal in Dixons Entrance and off 

Thos. Skowl chief Prince of Wales Island, and hunted them each year from 
ie se eer March to June. The seal allleave about June 1, to go 
“north and have their pups, I think. Always used a 
Experience. Hudson Bay gun to take seal with. A Hudson Bay 
gun is a single-barreled shotgun. Sometimes I lose 
one and sometimes two out of ten that I shoot. Most 
of the seals taken by me are females with pup. Never killed but one 
old bull in my life. Have killed but a few yearlings and never looked 
to see if they were male or female. The young males killed by me were 
between one and three years old. The sex of the seal can not be told 
ey eee pe — in the water. I kill everything that comes near my 
ing serminate Sill. Canoe in shape of a seal, and all other hunters do the 
same. Since the white man has been hunting seal with 
schooners they have become very scarce, and Indians are obliged to go 
a long way and stop away from home a long time in 
order to getany, and after being away there four or 
five days they frequently return without killing one seal, they have 
become so scarce. If the schooners are not stopped 
from hunting seal they will soon all be gone. Have 
No pelagic birth. = never known any pups to be born in the water or on the 
Do not haul outon Jand in British Columbia or Alaska. | have never 
OPEB, known any fur seal to haul out anywhere on the coast 
of British Columbia or Alaska, wherever I have been. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


Protection. 


his 
THOMAS x SKOWL. 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
J. M. POTTER. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Billy Williams, sealer for five years. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Billy Williams, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 

Kas-aan and have lived there all my life. Am 25 years 

Experienee. old. Am ahunter by occupation, and have hunted fur- 

seal every year for the last five years, always hunting 

in Dixons Entrance and off Prince of Wales Island between March and 

June. About the 1st of June the seal disappear from Dixons Entrance 

and go north. Ialways use the shotgun for taking 

seal. I think I lose about five out of every ten that I 

One-halfseals killed shoot. I think about one-half the seal killed by me 
pregnant females. 2 . % 

have been females with pup and the balance were 

divided up between yearlings and one and two year old males. Never 


Migration. 
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exnrmined the yearlings as to sex. Have never killed an old bull in my 
life. Can not tell the difference between a male and a female in the 
water. Kill everything that comes near the boat, re- ‘is tet 
gardless of sex. Seal are becoming very scarce since ,,y0Us°™minate Bill: 
the white man began hunting them in schooners, and =~ 

hunting seal by white man must be stopped or the seal 
will soon be all gone. Have never known any pups to No pelagie birth. 
be born in the water or on the land in any part of 

British Columbia or Alaska. Have never known any 70,20 haul up on 
fur-seal to haul up on the land anywhere on the coast Se 

of Alaska or British Columbia. 


Decreaso. 


his 
Bi << WILLIAMS, 
mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
J. M. POTTER. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Fred. Wi'son, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Fred. Wilson, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 23 years 
old; was born at How ka; am a hunter by occupation ; have hunted 
fur- se al the last eight years; have always ‘hunted in Dixons Entrance 
and off Prince of Wales Island in May. The seal all disappear oft 
Prince of Wales Island in June; I don’t know where 
they go, but think they go north. Have always used 
the shotgun for killing seal. Sometimes I lose one and sometimes 
two out of ten that [ shoot with a shotgun. Think 
that most of the seals I have taken were females with , Most of the seals 

: : taken pregnant fe- 
pup. Have also taken some two and three year old mates. ~~ 
males and some yearlings. Never killed but one old 
bull in my life. Everything in shape of a seal that comes near the 
boatis shot. Ican’t tell the difference between a young cow seal. Seal 
have become scarce the last there or four years, and 
the cause of it is, I think, the indiscriminate killing 
of seals in the water. I have never heard of pups being born in the 
water or on the land anywhere onthe coast of British 
Columbia or Alaska. Have never known or heard of 
any fur-seal hauling up on the land anywhere on the 4) .ot ham ee 
coast of British Columbia or Alaska. I think that all coast. 
vessels should be prohibited from hunting seal in the 
water, to give the seal a chance to increase again. If Protection. 
something is not done the seal will soon be all gone 
and will soon be as scarce as the sea otter. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 


his 
FRED. x WILSON. 
; F mark. 
Witness to his mark: 
JM. PoTrTER. 


A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1592. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Billy Yeltachy, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Billy Yeltachy, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Howkan and have lived there all my life; am about 24 years old and 
am a hunter by occupation. Have hunted fur-seals the last two years 
in Dixons Entrance and around Prince of Wales Island, between 
March and June. The seal leave here in June and 
go north. Iuse the shotgun for taking seal, and lose 
about two out of ten that I shoot. About half the seals I have killed 
were females with pup, and the balance were yearling 
seals and two and three year old males. Never killed 
an old bullin my life, nor have I ever seen one. I can 
not distinguish the sex of a seal in the w ater, but kill every seal that 
comes near the canoe if possible. Seal have become 
very scarce around Prince of Wales Island since the 
white men began hunting them in schooners, and unless they are 
stopped from hunting them in schooners, the seal, like 
the sea-otter, will soon be all gone. The Indians are 
obliged to go a long way now for seal. I have been out three times 
this year and have only killed one seal, and only saw 
two or three this season. Have never seen or heard 
of any pups being born in the water or on the land around this part of 

” Alaska. I never heard of any fur-seal hauling up on 

o not haul up on tad ani ° 
coast. the land anywhere in British Columbia or Alaska. 

his 


BILLY xX YELTACHY, 


mark. 


Migration. 


Half killed preg- 
nant females. 


Decrease. 
Protection. 


No pelagic birth. 


Witness to his mark: 
J. Me Porrre 
A. W. LAVENDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Hastings Yethnow, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Hastings Yethnow, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was 
born in Kas-aan. Have liv ed there all my life and am now 60 
years old. Have hunted fur-seal every season since I was a 
boy. Have always hunted in Dixons Entrance and off Prince 
of Wales Island. The seal make their appearance in 
March and disappear in June, going north. The 
reason we don’t hunt the seal in March is that the weather is so bad 
we can not go out in our canoes. We consider May the best month for 
fur-seal hunting. When I was a boy, bought a shotgun from the Hud- 
son Bay Company at Fort Simpson ‘and have always used the shotgnn 
for taking seal. Sometimes I lose one and sometimes two out of every 
ten that I shoot. I always shoot the seal close to the boat, so I don’t 
lose many. Some years ago there were more male seals taken than are 

taken now, but now about one-half are females with 
Pies cee otto it aed bs rest are yearling seals and one and two year 
old males. I have never examined the yearlings to 


Migration. 
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ascertain their sex. Have not killed an old bull seal for a number of 
years, but used to killthem. I cannot tell the sex ofa 1 oes inate u; 
seal in the water, and use no discrimination, but kill ing" 
everything that comes near my canoe in shape of a 
seal. Have never known any pups to be born in the 
water or on the land anywhere in British Columbia or Alaska. Have 
never known any fur-seal to haul up on the land in 

British Columbia or Alaska. Since the white men apocot bau! up en 
with schooners began to hunt seal off Prince of Wales 

Island the seal have become very scarce and unless they are stepped 
from hunting seal they will soon be all gone. If the 


No pelagic birth. 


é c Decrease. 
white men are permitted to hunt seal much longer the ~°"""** 
fur-seal will become as scarce as the sea otter, which protection. 


were quite plenty around Dixons Entrance when I was 
a boy. The Indians are obliged to go along way for seal now and 
often return after two or three days’ hunt without taking any. 


his 
HASTINGS x YETHNOW. 
mark. 


Witness to his mark: 
Jd: M:; POTTER, 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Walter Young, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Walter Young, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Howkan and have lived there all my life. I have 
hunted fur-seal for the past four years. Always hunted — Experience. 
in Dixons Entrance and off Prince of Wales Island. 
The seal all disappear about the Ist of June and go 
north, I think. Have always used the shotgun for taking seal. Think 
I lose about three out of ten of those I shoot. Think the seals I have 
killed were about half males and half females with 
pup. The males mostly are yearlings and two and y ore oneal 
three year olds. I have seen old bulls in the water, kitted. ° es 
but never killed one. I can not tell the difference be- 
tween a male and female in the water. Use no discrimination, but 
shoot everything that comes near the boat. Since the 5 a... imate k; 

i : ndiscriminate kill- 
white man began to hunt seal they are becoming very ing. 
searce. Unless all sealing is stopped for a number of 
of years the seal, like the sea-otter, will soon become ex- 
tinct. Have never seen any pups born in the water or 
on the land anywhere on the coast of Alaska or British Columbia. 
Never known any fur-seals to haul up on the land in a 

jocwes ‘ Do not haul up on 
Alaska or British Columbia. coast. 
his 
WALTER x YOUNG. 


mark. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic birth. 


Witness to his mark: 
J. M. POTTER. 
A. W. LAVENDER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


TESTIMGNY TAKEN AT BARCLAY SOUND AND ELSEWHERE 
ON VANCOUVER ISLAND. 


Deposition of Charlie, Nitnat Indian, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss 


Charlie, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a native Nitnat 
Indian, and belong to the tribe of Indians on Vancou- 
Experience. ver Island, British Columbia. Iam 55 years old and 
reside at Pachenah Bay on Vancouver Island, British 
Columbia. Iam by occupation a hunter and fisherman and have been 
so engaged ever since I have been able to paddle a canoe or spear a fish. 
I sealed out from Neah Bay in the C. C. Perkins in 
1891, and this year I am sailing on James G. Swan. 
ames G Swan, Until the last eight or ten years I sealed out of Pache- 
nah Bay with my tribe in canoes. We used to seal in 
the Straits of Juan de Fuca and up and down the coast from 10 to 20 
miles off. Between that time and last year I went sealing from Pache- 
nah and sealed up and down the coast between Columbia River and 
Barclay Sound, from 20 to 60 miles off the coast. [am familiar with 
all the bays and inlets on the west coast of Vancouver Island. Ido 
not know of any place on this coast where seals haul 
up and breed, nor have I heard the Indians on Van- 
SM radictiditimanas Once Island talk about any such place. Seals do not 
sible. — give birth to their young in the water nor on the kelp. 
Years ago seals were very plentiful from 5 to 10 miles 
from the shore. I could see them all around in bunches of from ten to 
twenty each, but since the white man has commenced 
to kill them with the rifle and shotgun (in the last five 
or six years), they have decreased very rapidly. 

About ten years ago the first British schooner came into Pachenah 
Bay to get Indian hunters, and have been coming in there ever since, 
increasing in numbers year by year, till now there are nearly one hun- 
dred sealing schooners on the coast hunting seals. About seven years 
ago they commenced to kill seals with rifles and a lit- 
tle later they used shotguns, but I have always hunted 
with the spear; but very few Indians that go from Pachenah Bay or 
from Neah Bay use guns; we prefer the spear, because we are afraid 
that if we use guns ‘they will get frightened away and not come back 

again, and also because we lose a oreat many of the seals that we 
shoot, but with the spear we make no noise and get 

ence Te almost all that we hit. There are about 100 seal 
hunters that live at Pachenah Bay and make their 


O. O. Perkins, 1891. 


No hauling up or 
breeding on coast. 


Decrease. 


Firearms. 


3504 
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living by hunting seals. I am a King George Indian, and sell my 
skins at Victoria, B.C. The Pachenah Indians use r 
almost every part of the seals in some way. We sell ,,Mfians utilize al- 
the skins, eat the flesh, take the oil out of the blubber 
and use the paunch for holding it. Not quite half of all seals caught 
along the coast are cows with pups in them. About 
half are young seals, both male and female, and the ,,oc3rvh males 
rest (a small number) are medium-sized males. We 
never get any old bulls worth speaking of, and we do not catch as 
many gray pups now as formerly. Have not caught any gray pups 
this year. Do not know what has become of them. Have never caught 
any full-grown cows without pups in them, and have never caught any 
cowsin milk along the coast. I never hunted seals with a gun; neither 
have I been in the Bering Sea. 

CHARLIE (his xX mark). 


Witness: 

JOHN P. MCGLINN. 

©. HOG AY: 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLARENCE P. BROWN, 


Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of Clat-ka-kot, native chief and sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Clat-ka-koi, of the village of Toquat (Barclay Sound), and one of the 

chiefs thereof, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 
That he is 503 years of age, and belongs to the villages — Experience. 
of Toquat and Sechart, at present residing in Toquat, 
and is a native of the village of Sechart. He states that to his knowl- 
edge the seals do not breed in the waters of Barclay .o3, ao not breed 
Sound, but go ashore for that purpose a long distance in Barclay Sound. 
to the northward. He does not hunt seal in schooners. 
He began sealing in his canoe, just off the west coast of Vancouver 
Island, shortly after last New Year, and fished for seal from five to 
seven miles off the coast and caught from five to ten seals a day. He 
says he averaged about five a day, in one canoe manned by two natives. 
‘This season this village (Toquat) got eighty-six seals, and four canoes 
were manned from this village. He has never seen  g..y, never seen on 
seals on shore in Barclay Sound, or on kelp or other shore in Barclay 
objects. When fishing outside he has never seen baby Seu" 
seals. Sometimes a few seals follow schools of herring into sound and 
go out hurriedly. On such occasions a few are killed. No sealing ves- 
sels touched here last year. His son is only Indian who went north 
from this village last year. He went in schooner Ariel, and caught 
one thousand and eighty (1,080), all in Bering Sea. No Indians have 
gone north from this village this year. He states that Ohiat is largest 
village in Barclay Sound. Population 260. The towns and popula- 
tions are as follows: Mchuelet, 184; Toquat, 22; Sechart, 170; Mchuck- 
leset, 34; Hopucheiset and Ohiat, 260. 

: CLAT-KA-KOI (his. x mark). 
Attest: 

EK. T. WITHERSPOON. 

HARRY GEORGE. 


2716—voL 11——20 
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Deposition of Kickiana, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Kickiana, being duly sworn, deposes and says: That he is 20 years of 
age; isa native of Sechart village, and a son of Clat-ka-koi, Last year 
he went north in schooner Ariel, and spent one and one-half months in 
Bering Sea, with a crew of eight white men and sixteen Indians, and 

spent half of “April and month of May. He caught 

Seals never show 1,080 seal. They never show themselves out of water 

eee alan in the locality of Barclay Sound. He has seen them 

Sound. on beach in the Bering Sea. He never knew of one to 

_ be born in the water, and never heard of it. He has 

watub® not born in never seen baby seals in the vicinity of Barclay Sound. 

The white men lose a great many by shooting. The 

Indians lose fewer in their method by spearing. He thinks white men 
lose three out of five, on an average. 

KICKIANA (his x mark). 

Attest: 

EK. T. WITHERSPOON, 
HARRY GEORGE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 21st day of April, 1892; and 
I further certify that the foregoing affidavits were read to Clat-ka-koi 
and Kickiana, and the contents fully made known to them by J. T. A. 
Bulfinch, duly Sworn as eter pr ctes and that they fully understood the 
same. 

[SEAL. OLIVER Woop, 

U. S. Commissioner for the district of Washington, 
Residing at Port Townsend. 


Clat-ka-koi understands and speaks English fairly well. Kickiana 
understands and speaks English fairly well. 
OLIVER Woop, 
U. S. Commissioner for the district of Washington, 
Residing at Port Townsend. 


Deposition of Dick, or Ehenchesut, one of the chiefs of Aguis et al. 


PELAGIC SEALING AND HABITS. 


Dick, or Ehenchesut, first being duly sworn, deposes and says: That 
he is about 40 years of age, and one of the chiefs of the 

Experience. village of Aguis, Barclay Sound; is a native of this 
village, and a resident of the same. He states that 

during the last five months twenty-five canoes belonging to the village, 
manned by fifty men, have been engaged in sealing off 

of ans sealof coast the coast of Vancouver Island. They obtained in this 
’ time 10 skins per capita, in all 500 skins. ‘To his 

knowledge, no seals ever came inside Barclay Sound, 

clay Sean" Pa and that he never caught any inside, and, moreover, he 
and his friends never heard of any entering these wa- 

ters. He states that there are no kelp patches outside, where seals- 
resort or where they breed. The 50 men who went out from this vil- 
lage joined schooners, two in number, one of them commanded by Capt. 
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Douglass, and the seals were caught about 20 miles to southward and 
westward of Cape Flattery. Of the number caught 300 were caught 
and killed by the natives of this village, and were sold 
at Victoria and Port Townsend at $12 per pelt. Last ,,F7!ces received per 
season the natives went out by themselves in canoes. 
No seals are ever killed in Barclay Sound by being dashed on the rocks, 
and none ever breed in Barclay Sound or vicinity. Aguis is a small 
village situated 1 mile east of Sechart. Witness was born here and 
has always lived here. Witness states that there are _ 
six villages on Barclay Sound, with a total population ¢Vilts*s om Barclay 
of about 1,000. The largest is Ohiat; Cleashun is 
chief or tgee; population 240, 100 being females. 
Dick, or EHENCHESUT (his x mark). 
Attest: 
EK. T. WITHERSPOON. 
W. C. HERBERT. 


Clappa, first being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is 50 years 
age; a native and resident of Aguis; up to two | ; 
years ago he hunted seals;.his last hunt took place in ,.Q3?P T2atan 
a schooner manned by twenty men and ten canoes; ee ere 
hunted two months and caught 200 seals. Certifies |, Verifies statements 
evidence given by Dick or Ehenchesut to be true. ret cae ok 

CLAPPA (his x mark), 

Attest: 

EK. T. WITHERSPOON. 
W. C. HERBERT. 


Saisun, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he is 60 years 
of old; a native and resident of Aguis; quit seal- .. 5.4. taian 
hunting four years ago. Last hunted in small schooner sealer. ' 
Pictou or Victor, William Gilbert, alias Billy the Butch, 
being in command. He spent two months outside in 
schooner with eight canoes and sixteen men, Obtained 
200 skins. All were caught off Cape Flattery and Bar- 
clay Sound, about 40 miles off the shore. Certifies , Verifies statements 
evidence given by Dick or Ehenchesut to be true. Sas Wess 

SAISUN (his x mark). 


Pictou or Victor. 


Catch. 


Attest: 
EK. T. WITHERSPOON. 
W. C. HERBERT. 


Chakatt, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he is 65 years 


ae ta as ERSVA GRE pe % 
of age, and a resident of Aguis. Certifies evidence Chakatt, Indian. 


given by Dick or Ehenchesut to be true. Verifies statements 
CHAKATT (his x mark), of Vide or Ehenche- 
Attest: 


EK. T. WITHERSPOON, 
W. CC, HERBERT, 
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Imihap, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he is 65 years 
p old, and a resident of Aguis. Certifies evidence given 
Imihap, Indian. : 
Verifies statements by Dick or Ehenchesut to be true. 


alan eae IMIHAP (his X mark). 


Attest: 
HK. T. WITHERSPOON. 
W. C. HERBERT. 


Oponyak, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he is 65 
Oponyak,Indian, YCATS old. Is a native and resident of Aguis. Cer- 


Verifies statements tifies the evidence given by Dick or Ehenchesut to be 
of Dick or Ehenche- true ; 
sut. 


Attest: 
E. T. WITHERSPOON. 
A ee OF HERBERT. 


OPONYAK (his x mark). 


Chillta, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he is a native 
an. and resident of Aguis. This year he and friend went 
a, Indian. ; 
Verifies statements OUt in canoe for one and-a half months, and caught 
of Dick or Ehenehe- 90) seals picking them up here and there. Certifies that 
evidence given by Dick or Ehenchesut is true. 
CHILLTA (his x mark). 

Attest: 

EK. T. WITHERSPOON. 

W. C. HERBERT. 


— 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 21st day of April, 1892, and I 
further certify that the foregoing affidavits were read to Dick or Ehen- 
chesut, Clappa, Saisun, Chakatt, Imihap, Oponyak, and Chillta, and 
the contents fully made known to them by J: T. A. Bulfinch, duly sworn 
as interpreter, and that they fully understood the same. 

[L. S.] OLIVER Woop, 

United States Commissioner for the District of 
Washington, residing at Port Townsend. 


Deposition of John Margathe, storekeeper, Barclay Sound. 
HABITS. 


John Margathe, being duly sworn, deposes and says that for 23 
years he has resided on the west coast of Vancouver 

SYS Island, Victoria, Barclay Sound, etec., and that at 
present he owns a store in Uchulet, Barclay Sound, 

peels zenely sectyinl anid ras On) white man residing in same. He states 
ae ‘ that fur-seal are rarely seen in Barclay Sound, and are 
usually found off the coast at a distance of from 5 to 15 miles. They 
_ are found in clear water, and never close to the land. 

ocaity, ree’ ™ Seals do not breed in the locality. .A few one-year old 
_ pups have been caught during the winter. Last season 
of en, PY Batives 700 or 800 seals were caught off the coast by the na- 
tives of villages on Barclay Sound. There are about 
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100 natives in this village. Heis also agent for five sealing vessels 
owned in Victoria. iM 
nis 
JOHN <X MARGATHE. 
mark, 
Attest: 
HK. T. WITHERSPOON, 


HARRY GEORGE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 21st day of April, 1892, and 
I further certify that the foregoing affidavit was read to John Mar- 
gathe and that he fully understood the same. 
[L. 8.] OLIVER Woop, 
United States Commissioner for the District of 
Washington, residing at Port Townsend. 


Deposition of Moses, Nitnat Indian sealer. 


PELAGIC SEALING, 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 


Moses, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam a native Nitnat 
Indian, and reside at Pachenah Bay on Vancouver 
Island, at Vancouver, British Columbia. Lam d0years Experience. 
old, and am by occupation a hunter and fisherman, and 
have been so engaged for about thirty years. I have sealed out from 
Neah Bay in the sealing schooner C. C. Perkins (that 
was last year), and this year I am sealing on the ©. ©. Perkins, 1591. 
shooner James G. Swan. Formerly I sealed out of 
Pachenah Bay with my tribe in canoes. We used to 7ames @ Swan, 
seal in the straits of San Juan de Fuca, and all along 
the coast from the Columbia River to the upper end of Vancouver 
Island. Iam familiar with all the bays and inlets on the west coast of 
Vancouver Island. I do not know of any place along 
the coast where seals haul out upon the land and give , Po not haul up on 
birth to their young; nor have I heard the Indians on 
the Vancouver Island talk about any such a thing. Seals do not give 
birth to their young in the water nor on the kelp. Years ago seals 
were much more plentiful than they are now, and I could see them all 
around in bunches on the water, but since the white man came here 
and commenced to kill them with the rifle and the 
Shotgun, within the last five or six years, they have 
rapidly decreased in number. 

Ten years ago a British schooner came up to Pachenah Bay to get 
Indian hunters, and schooners have been coming in there for that pur- 
pose every season since, increasing in number year by year until now 
there are nearly one hundred sealing schooners engaged 
in hunting seals along the coast. About seven years ,JncTe2se of sealing 
ago they commenced to hunt seals with rifles, and lately 
they use shotguns. Very few Indians that go from Pachenah or Neah 
Bay use guns. In hunting with the spear we make but little noise and 


Decrease. 
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get almost all that we hit. There are about one hundred seal hunters 
that live at Pachenah Bay, and make their living by hunting seals. 
There is hardly any part of the seal but what is used in some way by 
the Indians. About half of all seals caught along the 
coast are cows with pups in them; a few medium-sized 
males are also taken, and the rest are young seals of 
both sexes. We scarcely eversee an old bull seal, nor can we tell the sex 
of the seals in the water. I have never caught any full-grown cows 
along the coast that did not have pups in them. 

In 1887 I went sealing in the Bering Sea on the 
British or Japanese schooner Ada. I do not know the 
name of her master, but he wasawhiteman. She carried seven canoes, 
each manned by two Indians, and one stern boat with three white men. 
The Indians hunted with spears and the white men with guns. We 

sealed around Unalaska, but did not go toward the 

Gotehia Bemus See Pribilof Islands. We caught 1,900 seals, all of which 

uv. TS Were «captured in the sea, close to Unalaska; most 

all of them were cows in milk; but when we first en- 

tered the sea we killed a few cows that had pups in them. We were 

seized, while in there, about the 1st of August, by the 

United States revenue-cutter Bear, and all of our skins 
were taken away. 


Half of seals taken 
on coast females. 


Ada, 1887. 


Seized. 


In 1889 I went again to the sea in the sealing schooner 
Minnie, Jacopson, master. She carried eight canoes 
and two boats. Two Indians who used spears were employed in each 
canoe, and three white men, using guns, were in each boat. One boat 
with three white men got more seals than one canoe with two Indians. 
The white men shot'a great many seals that they did not get, but the In- 

dians secured nearly all that they speared. That year 
Bi Shaheen ag we sealed east of the island and caught about 800 seals. 
- I do not know how far we were from the islands, for we 
could not see them. The seals we caught were mostly cows with milk. 

In 1891 I went up to the Bering Sea in the same vessel, and she had 
the same master and carried the same number of boats 
and canoes. That year we sealed to the northwest of 

CatchinBeringSea. the islands and caught 700 or 800 seals. When I was 
in the sea in 1887 seals were very plentiful there, but 
in 1889 there were not so many, and in 1891 there were fewer still, and 
I think after awhile they will all soon be destroyed if 
they keep on hunting them with guns. When in Ber- 
ing Sea I had an opportunity to observe the difference in the number 
of seals lost by killing them with shotguns and by tak- 
ing them with spears. The hunters that used shot- 
guns lost more than one-half they shot, while the hunters that used 
spears seldom ever lost one that they hit. 


Minnie, 1889. 


Minnie, 1891. 


Decrease. 


Waste of life. 


Moses (his x mark). 
Witness: 
C. P. BROWN. 
Geet, AAs 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.] CLARENCE P. BROWN, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington, 
Residing at Port Angeles, Washington. 
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Deposition of Praneis Verbeke, residing at Port Angeles, Washington, 
Roman Catholic priest, in charge of mission in village of Chapies. 


Francis Verbeke, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he 
is a Roman Catholic priest, in charge of Roman Catho- 
lic mission in village of Chapies, on Todgers Cove. He  f{lagic sealing. 
has resided in Chapies four winters. He has never 
seen or heard of seals inside Barclay Sound. They are all found out- 
side. Last year was a very bad season. The Indians think scarcity 
of seals is due to the method of hunting them adopted by the whites, 
by which the seals are scared away. He has never heard of seal breed- 
ing here and has never seen any seal. Witness states he is only white 
resident of village. 

Rev. F. VERBEKE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 21st day of April, 1892; and 
I further certify that the foregoing affidavit was read to Francis Ver- 
beke and that he fully understood the same. 
eS OLIVER Woop, 
U. S. Commissioner for the District of Washington, 
Residing at Port Townsend, 


Deposition of Weckenunesch, Indian chief of the village of Mchulet. 
HABITS. 


Weckenunesch, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is a chief 
of the village of Mchulet (Barclay Sound), and a resi- 
dent of this village. He states that fur-seal do not 
come in close to shore in this locality, and are never 
found on land. Seals are caught off the coast at from ,,e2!s fo not haul up 
5 to 20 miles. They do not breed in this locality, and 
nothing of the kind is known in the memory of the oldest inhabitant. 
Formerly the Indians hunted them for food, but nowadays white men 
and Indians hunt them for their fur, and they are rapidly diminishing 
in number. Heretofore the natives have always used 
canoes, but the white men hunt them from schooners, 
use firearms, and get about two outof five. Last year there were fewer 
than ever before. This season the natives caught about 
one-half as many as last. In his opinion the seals will 
soon be exterminated, and in three years there will be no more sealing, 

WECKENUNESCH (his x mark). 


Experience, 


Waste of life. 


Decrease. 


Attest: 
EK. T. WITHERSPOON. 
W. C. HERBERT. 


Makeshow, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is a resident 
of this village and that the evidence given by Weckenunesch is true. 
MAKESHOW (his x mark). 
Attest: 
E. T. WITHERSPOON. 
W. O. HERBERT. 
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Clahowto, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is a resident of 
the village, aud that the evidence given by Weckenunesch is true. 
CLAHOWTO (his x mark). 
Attest: 
EK. T. WITHERSPOON, 
W. C. HERBERT. 


Charley Hayuks, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is a 
resident of this village and is chief of police of same. He certifies that 
the evidence given by Weckenunesch is correct. 


his 
CHARLEY x HAYUKS. 


mark. 


Attest: 
EK. T. WITHERSPOON. 
W. C. HERBERT. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 21st day of April, 1892; and 
I further certify that the foregoing affidavits were read to Weckenun- 
esch, Makeshow, Clahowto, and Charley Hayuks, and the contents 
fully made known to them, by J. T. A. Bulfinch, duly sworn as inter- 
preter, and that they fully ‘understood the same. 

|SEAL.] OLIVER Woop, 

U. 8S. Commissioner for the District of Washington, 
Residing at Port Townsend. 


Charley Hayuks understands and speaks English fairly well. 


TESTIMONY TAKEN AT VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Deposition of Peter Anderson, sealer (boat-steerer). 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


- Peter Anderson, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside in Victo- 
ria, British Columbia; am by occupation a seaman and 

hunter; have been engaged in the last three years in Experience. 
taking seal in the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea 

in capacity of boat-steerer. Thevessels] wasemployed — Black Diamond, 
on are as follows: Black Diamond, Ariel, and Umbrina, 47% and Umbrina, 
all British schooners. First saw and took seal off Cape — Appearance of seals 
Flattery in March and we followed them clear up the °° 

coast into Bering Sea, where we arrived about July 1. We used the 
shotgun and rifle exclusively in the boats I was in. From my expe- 
rience I am satisfied that 334 per cent shot with a 
shotgun are lost, and when a rifle is used a larger 
per cent are lost when killed. A large majority of seal taken on the 
coast and in Bering Sea are cows, with pup in the Pa- 

cific Ocean and with milk in Bering Sea. A few young ,, Mostly preenant or 
male seal are taken in the North Pacific Ocean from Shea 

2 to 3 years old. Have never taken an old bullin the North Pacific 
Ocean in my life. A few yearlings have been taken by paeah , 
me, but not many. Use no discrimination, but kill all ,,™Usetiminate Kil: 
seal that come near the boat. The best way to shoot 

seal to secure them shoot them in the back of the head when they are 
asleep with their noses under water. Have never 
known any seal pups to be born in the water nor any- oy outsideof isliads 
where else in Alaska outside of the Pribilof Islands, 

nor have Lever known fur-seal to haul up anywhere on the land except 
on the Pribilof Islands. Have taken females that were 4. ates feeding 
full of milk 60 miles from the Pribilof Islands. I think = 
seal ought to be protected in the North Pacific and 
Bering Sea from April 1 to September 1, in order to 
give them a chance to raise their young. 


Waste of life. 


Protection. 


his 
PETER x ANDERSON. 
mark. 


Witness: 
J. M. POTTER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of H. Andricius, sealer (boat-steerer). 


PELAGIC SEALING. * 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 
Victoria, British Columbia, ss.: 

H. Andricius, being duly sworn, deposes and says: My age is 21 

years; occupation, seaman; and live in Victoria, British 
eae at. Columbia. I first sailed in 1891 in the vessel NV. E. 
Paint, Bisit, master, as boat-steerer. We cleared in 
April from Victoria, British Columbia, and had six 
boats, with three men to each boat. The hunters used shotguns. We 
Ree rh ean fe: sealed along the coast and captured 154; most all of 
males. Lost threes them were pregnant females; we lost fully three out of 
noustbe four that we killed. We did not enter the Bering Sea 
this year. There is no place on the coast where the seals haul up and 
give birth to their young; they never give birth on the kelp. I re- 
turned to Victoria and was discharged in October. On January 27; 
1892, I went seal hunting again as boat-puller on the 
Labadore, Whitly, master. She carried three boats, 
three men to each boat, all white men. We commenced sealing out- 
side of Cape Flattery and sealed to the northward up the coast. I 
know that the seals are more scarce this year than they 
were last year. I do not think it is right to kill the 
mother seals with pups in them. It is almost impossible to distinguish 
the male from the female at a distance in the water. 

I came back in the schooner Minnie, Tyson, master, about the 4th of 
March; I shipped trom Clayquot, as steerer; she had 
three boats, and two men to each boat, all white men, 
who used shotguns. This year the shotguns were used more than 
rifles. We only got fiveseals. They are very wild this year and very 
difficult to catch on account of their having been hunted somuch. The 

io captain returned to Victoria with his vessel because he 

ea can neces- gould not make it pay in the seal-hunting business. I 

returned to Victoria on the 20th of April. I do not 

think it isright to kill the mother seals before they have given birth to 

their young, as it is a fact that when we kill the mother seal we also 

killher pup. They should not be hunted for six weeks after giving birth 
to their young. 


N. E. Paint, 1891. 


Labadore, 1892. 


Decrease. 


Minnie, 1892. 


H. ANDRICIUS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 22d day of April, A. D- 

1892. 

[SEAL. ] Lrvi W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of Bernhardt Bleidner, sealer (boat-puller). 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 
Victoria, British Columbia, ss: 
Bernhardt Bleidner, being duly sworn, deposes and 
Experience. says: I reside at Victoria, British Columbia; am 32 
years of age; my occupation, seaman. In 1887 I 
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shipped on the schooner Challenge, Jones, master, as 
boat-puller. She carried four boats and three men to ,,@2qenge, 1887 
each boat, all white men, who used shotguns in hunt- 

ing the seals. We left Port Townsend in May and sealed south to 
Cape Flattery and then went north along the coast until we came to 
Unimak Pass, and captured from three to four hundred seals. Most all 
were females and had pups in them. I think fully two-thirds of all 
we caught were females, and a few were bulls. On an ae 
average we saved one out of three that were killed. Cae ae 
We were seized in the Unimak Pass and taken to Una- 

laska and all the skins were taken away from us. The vessel was re- 
leased and we returned to Seattle the latter part of September. We 
tried to shoot the seals in the head or heart, for if we shot them in any 
other place we would lose them, and if we killed them dead they 
would sink and many of them we could not get. 

In January, 1889, IT again shipped from Victoria, British Columbia, 
in the schooner Walter Rich, Siewart, master; we car- 
ried 6 boats and 1 stern boat, 3 men to each boat, all 
white men, who used rifles and shotguns. We always tried to slip 
up on them and shoot them while they were asleep. 

We secured 500 skins along the coast, most allof which principally taken 
were pregnant females, and returned to Victoria the 

latter part of April. There is no place on the coast 

where the seals haul up on the land and give birth to p,ogkeniss only on 
their young, nor do they ever give birth to their young 

on the kelp. It is almost impossible to distinguish the female seals 
from the male in the water, unless it is an old bull. I don’t think it is 
right to kill the mother seal before they give birth to their young, for 
it is a fact that when you kill the mother you also kill 
her pup. I don’t think the seals are as plentiful as 
they were last year, and the hunting of them should be, Fromibition neces. 
stopped in the North Pacific Ocean. 


Water Rich, 1889. 


Decrease. 


BERNHD. BLEIDNER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 22d day of April, A. D 


[SEAL. ] Levi W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of Niels Bonde, sealer (mate). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
City of Victoria, ss: 

Niels Bonde, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 24 years ot 
age; residence, Victoria, British Columbia; occupation, 
seaman. I went sealing as deck hand in the British F*perience. 
schooner Kate, Capt. Moss, master, in 1887. We had 
twenty canoes and Indian hunters who used spears, 
except in calm weather, when they would use shotguns. We sailed 
from Victoria the 15th of March, sealing off Barclay Sound, between 
there and Cape Cook, and caught 522 seals. Came back to Victoria in 
May, discharged our skins and then went to Bering 
Sea, arriving therein July. Wecame out of the Bering 


Kate, 1887. 


Bering Sea. 
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Sea the latter part of August, and had caught about 1,700 seals between 
the Pribilof Islands and Unalaska; we caught them 
Seals caught from from 10 to 100 or more miles off St. George Island. The 
At. Georgelsland.” largest catch we had that year in any one day was 266 
seals. We only took eight canoes and one boat into 
Bering Sea. 
In 1888 I left Victoria on the 11th of April as mate and interpreter 
: on the British schooner Arannah, H. F.Siewart, master, 
year ney seized, ond carried sixteen canoes while sealing on the coast 
£8, by Russians. : é : 
and Indian hunters with spears, but in calm weather 
they used shotguns. We caught about 100 seals on the coast, and then 
in the latter part of May left for the Commander Islands, on the Russian 
side of the Bering Sea, and was seized on the Ist of July by the Rus- 
sian authorities. 

I left Victoria on the 28th of May, 1889, in the British schooner Kate 
as deck hand, with ten canoes and Indian hunters with 
spears and ‘shotguns. The Indians used spears 
chiefly. We went directly to the Shumagin Island, where we took in 

water and provisions, and went into Bering Sea 
Sou ae ee through Unamak Pass, and sealed in those waters till 
Ordered out. some time in August, when we were ordered out by 
the revenue cutter and went to Victoria. We caught 

a little over 800 seals in the Bering Sea that year. 

In 1890 I left Victoria on the 17th of January in the British schooner 
Pioneer, Morgan, master. I shipped as a deck hand. 
We had five boats and white hunters, who used shot- 
guns and rifles. We commenced sealing off the California coast, near 
Cape Blanco, and worked our way up the coast to Barclay Sound, and 
caught about 400 seals and put them aboard another 
vessel and then sealed along the coast to Bering Sea, 
and caught on our way up and in the sea about 1,600 more, and left 
Bering Sea for Victoria the latter part of August. 

Theseals caught along the coast after the Ist of April are mostly preg- 

nant females, and those caught in Bering Sea were fe- 
meth mostly fe- males that had given birth to their young. I often no- 
ticed the milk flowing out of their breasts when being 
skinned, and have seen them killed more than 100 miles from the seal 
islands. I have seen live pups cut out of their mothers and live around 
on the decks for a week. On the Pioneer we had a couple of good hun- 
ters who would get almost all they shot at, while some of our hunters 
would lose a good many that they would kill and wound. 
A green hunter will not get more than one out of five, 
and I have known one hunter on our vessel who shot eighty shots and 
got only four seals. Indian hunters that use spears seldom lose any 
that are struck, and there is no wounded to go away and die. I can 
not say positively as to the decrease in numbers, but I know they are 
much more shy now than when I commenced sealing. 
I know of no place where seals haul up on the coast, 


op aatling-up place nor do I believe there is any. 


Kate, 1889. 


Pioneer, 1890. 


Bering Sea. 


Waste of life. 


NIELS BONDE. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 22d day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. | LEvI W. MYERs, 
United States Consul. 
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Deposition of Henry Brown, sealer (boat puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
City of Victoria, ss: 


Henry Brown, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 42 years of 
age, and reside in Victoria, British Columbia. I am 
by occupation a seaman. On or about February 21, Experience. 
1890, I shipped as an able seaman, but did service as 
a boat steerer on the sealing schooner Minnie, which Minnie, 1890. 
cleared from Victoria. She carried twelve canoes 
and a stern boat. Each canoe was manned by two Indians, who used 
spears principally. The stern boat was manned by white men, who 
used rifles and shotguns, principally shotguns. I acted as steererman 
in the stern boat. We hunted seals all along the coast from Grays 
Harbor to the passes leading into Bering Sea. The , a 
first seals seen were about 30 miles south and west of coast) 
Cape Flattery. We then followed the herd north- 
ward, capturing about 1,000 seals on the coast, which 
we transferred to the American steam schooner Mis- — qyansferof cargo to 
chief at sea, about 15 miles from Sand Point. We then schooner Mischies. 
proceeded to the Bering Sea, entering through the 
Unamak Pass about the middle of July. Wecaptured , ering sea, time of 
over 1,200 seals, all the way from 24 to 100 miles away os 
from the Pribilof Islands. We then returned to Sand ,,°@tch im sea from 
Point, and arrived back at Victoria about the last of islands. 
November. 

On January 19, 1891, I shipped at Victoria as an able seaman, and 
took the boat steerer’s billet on the sealing schooner 
Mascot, Lawrence, master. She carried one stern 
boat and ten canoes. The canoes were manned by Indians, who used 
spears in hunting the seals, and the stern boat, in which I was steerer, 
was manned by three white men. The hunter used a shotgun. We 
sealed all along the coast from Cape Flattery up to Cape Cook, on Van- 
couver Island, and captured 9 seals. The only one  qiop 
taken by the stern boat was a female with a pup in 
her. The pup was thrown into the ocean. On the 22d of May we 
arrived back in Victoria. 

On the 25th of February, 1892, I shipped at Victoria, British Colum- 
bia, on the sealing schooner May Belle, Smith, master. 
I shipped as an able seaman and did service in the 
stern boatasboatsteerer. Shealso carried ten canoes, each being manned 
by two Indians, who used the spear in hunting. We sealed along the 
coast from Destruction Island as far north as Triangle  ¢, 4, 

Island, off the Vancouver shore, and captured but one 

female seal. On the 18th of April I left the May Belle at Clayaquot 

pee and returned to Victoria on the 5th of May on the steam schooner 
Laud. 

The seal captured by us along the coast in 1890 were all gravid 
females. I do not know the sex of those taken by our — G)..¢caten in 1890 
Indians on the coast in that year. Wedid not capture Pregnantcows. 
any gravid seals in the Bering Sea. Nearly all the — yeary atl taken in 
seals taken in Bering Sea were cows in milk. We Bering ‘Sea nursing. 
captured a few young seals in the sea of both sexes, “sto! Mf 


Catch off coast. 


Mascot, 1891. 


May Belle, 1892. 
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In 1890 our hunter in the stern boat secured 60 seals, and lost over 200 

Bu aiite car ek seals that he wounded. The Indiansmake a sure work 
dian hunters and Of it, and secure nearly every seal that they spear. 
NS They do not make so much noise in approaching a sleep- 
ing seal as the white hunters do. When an Indian in a canoe is ap- 
proaching a bunch of seals asleep on the water he does not remove his 
paddle from the water, but dexterously and noiselessly moves it in the 
water, because the least sound would awaken the seals. The hunter 
who uses a gun not only disturbs the seal he shoots, but awakens and 
disturbs the others, who then make their escape. 

In 1891 I noticed that there was a considerable decrease in the num- 
ber of seals seen in the water; also that they were 
more shy and wakeful as compared with my observa- 
tions in 1890. A cow seal that’s heavy with pup is sluggish, and sleeps 
more soundly than the males, and for that reason they are more readily 
approached. I have never known a black pup to be captured on the 

coast. Seals do not haul out upon the land along the 
Do not haulup on coast, nor give birth to their young on the kelp or in 
Sater ened ae " the water. I have never heard the Indians or white 
sealers say that there is a place on the coast where 
seals haul out and breed. A great many seals that are shot would sink 
before we could secure them. Sometimes the water above the sinking 
seal would be so discolored by the blood that it was.impossible to see it 
and secure it with the gaff-hook, which all sealing boats carry for that 
purpose. If pelagic sealing is continued, especially with guns, in a few 
years the seal herd will become commercially destroyed. Nearly every 
seal captured causes the death of either an unborn pup, or the death 
of a young pup by starvation on the islands. All pe- 
Protection bya Jaoic sealing should be prohibited after April 1 of each 

close season mneces- A B 
sary. year until such time as the young pups areable to sub- 
sist without nourishment from their mothers. It is 
practically impossible to distinguish the age or sex of seals in the water 
while approaching them while at a reasonable gunshot distance from 
them, excepting in the case of old bulls. Old bulls and male seals ap- 
pear to enter Bering Sea before the cows leave the coast. Our last 

catch of seals on the coast were almost exclusively gravid females. 

his 
HENRY x BROWN. 
mark. 
JOHN McLEOD. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of May, 1892. 

[SEAL.] LEVI W. MYERS, 

United States Consul. 


Decrease. 


Deposition of Thomas Brown (No. 1), sealer (boat puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 
Victoria, British Columbia, ss: 

Thomas Brown, being duly sworn, deposes and says: My age 
is 31 years, my residence is Victoria, British Columbia; occupation, 
seaman. I went sealing in 1889 from San Francisco, Cal., (I do 
not remember the name of the vessel) Capt. Scott was master; 
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we sealed as far south as San Diego, Cal., then went along the 
coast to Farallone Islands, opposite San Francisco. We had five boats, 
three men to each boat, and one stern boat, all white men; we used 
shotguns and rifles; the seals were very plentiful that 
year; most all the seals that we shot and secured were 
females and had young pups in them, and we would sometimes skin 
them. If we didn’t get to a seal soon after it was shot it would sink, 
and we lost a great many; probably got about one out 

of five of all the seals shot. We sealed as far as Queen, Nastcetife: mostly 
Charlotte Islands and got about 195 seals in the two’ ~ 
months’ sealing. We did not enter Bering Sea that year. 

In 1890 I went sealing again in the schooner Sea Lion, Madison, mas- 
ter; had five boats and three men to each boat; I was 
boat puller; we were sealing about three months and 
got about 400 seals, most all females. This year the seals were wilder 
than the year before; I think it was because they were being hunted so 
much. We did not capture as many in proportion to the number shot. 
as we did the year previous, and did not save more 
than one out of six that we shot. We did not enter Ber. ,,W2steof life; mostly 
ing Sea, and returned to Victoria in April. Our catch , 
was fully 80 per cent females. I do not think that seals give birth to 
their young on the kelp. 

In 1891, in the month of February, I sailed from Victoria, British Co- 
lumbia, on the schooner Thistle, Nicherson, master, on 
a Sealing voyage. We had seventeen boats and three 
men to each boat; allwhitemen. I signed as boat puller. Commenced 
sealing off Cape Flattery and all the seals which we caught were preg- 
nant females. I did not see as many seals as the years previous; I lett 
the vessel in April at Victoria, British Columbia. The seals upon this 
voyage were more shy than in 1889 and more difficult to 
capture. During the trip of 1891 I don’t think we pee teotecety 
got more than one seal out of six that wekilled; many "Ss 
were wounded and others were shot dead and sank before the boat 
could get to them. The seals are decreasing in num- 
ber rapidly, and in order to prevent the extermination Pectease- 
of seals the hunting of them should be prohibited until after the mother 
seals give birth to their young. Sealers should be no- 
tified of a closed season before they go to the expense _ Close season neces- 
of fitting out. se 


Firearms used. 


Sea Lion, 1890. 


Thistle 1891. 


THOMAS BRowN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 22d day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SHAL.] LEvI W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of Christ Clausen, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 
Victoria, British Columbia, ss: 


Christ Clausen, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside 
at Victoria, British Columbia; occupation, master mariner, and 
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am 32 years of age. I went seal hunting in 1889, 
as mate of the British schooner C. H. Tupper, Capt. 
Kelly, master. She carried seven boats and white hunters, who used 
mostly shotguns. Sailed from Victoria in February, 
and commenced sealing off the California coast and 
hunted seals all along the coast to Unamak Pass, and went into the sea 
the 2d of July and caught seals around the eastern part of Bering Sea 
until the latter part of September, and then returned to Victoria. We 
had very poor hunters and only caught 600 that season, 400 of which 
we took in the sea. 

In 1890 I was navigator in the British schooner Minnie, and was 
equipped with canoes and Indian hunters, who used 
spears chiefly. Sailed from Victoria and hunted along 
the coast up the Unamak Pass and entered Bering Sea about the 10th 
of July, and hunted off the Pribilof Islands until about the 1st of 
September and then returned to Victoria. My catch that year was 
. 2,600, of which about 2,000 were caught in the Bering Sea. 

In 1891 I went as navigator in the same vessel and with the same 

crew, and they used spears in hunting. We sailed 

from Victoria and hunted along the coast over the 

same course we did the year before, and went into Bering Sea through 

the Unamak Pass, about the middle of July, and caught only about 
400 that season, none of which were taken in Bering 

ing gan Out or Ber Sea. We were warned out of the sea before we lowered 
any boats and returned to Victoria. 

The Indian hunters, when they used spears, saved nearly every one 

they struck. It is my observation and experience that 

opee® With te an Indian, or a white hunter, unle= very expert, will 
kill and destroy many times more tuan he will save, if 

Acne of Mle with che Uses Leaks, It is our object to take them when 

rearms. 

asleep on the water, and any attempt to capture a 

breeching seal, generally ends in failure. The seals we catch along the 
coast are nearly all pregnant females. It is seldom 

pj, Neaty all pregnant, sve: capture: an ‘old pull, and what males we get are 
usually young ones. I have frequently seen cow seals 

cut open and the unborn pups cut out of them and they would live for 
several days. This is a frequent occurence. It is my experience that 
fully 85 per cent of the seals I took in Bering Sea, 

milinefenaden "* were females that had given birth to their pups, and 
their teats would be full of milk. I have caught seals 

Prohibition of shot- of this kind from 100 to 150 miles away from the 
ia ae Pribilof Islands. It is my opinion that spears should 
be used in hunting seals, and if they are to be kept from extermination 
the shotgun should be discarded. 


Experience. 


0. H. Tupper, 1889. 


Minnie, 1890. 


Minnie, 1891. 


CHR. CLAUSEN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 23d day of April, A. D. 
1892 
[SEAL.]} Levi W. MYERS, 
Onited States Consul. 
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Deposition of Louis Culler, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
City of Victoria, ss: 

Louis Culler, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 28 years old, 
and reside at Port Townsend, State of Washington. I SG 
am by. occupation a civil engineer. In 1888 I shipped ae 
at Victoria, British Columbia, as a boat-puller on the 9.4, ana Hattie, 
sealing schooner Oscar and Hattie, Gault, master, 1888. 
She carried seven boats, each being manned by three white men, 
who used shotguns. We sealed along the coast from Cape Flattery up 
to the passes leading into Bering Sea, capturing about 
1,400 seals before entering the sea. We entered the sea 
through the Unamak Pass, and captured seals therein, — Enterea Bering Sea. 
after which wereturnedto Victoria. In 1889 I shipped 
at Victoria as a hunter on the sealing schooner 
Maggie Mac. She carried seven boats, each manned — Maggie Mac, 1889. 
by three white men, who used shotguns in hunting the 
seals. We sealed along the coast from Cape Flattery up to the Aleu- 
tian Islands, and captured 340 seals before entering 
Bering Sea. We caught more seals in the sea that 
year than we captured before entering therein. After Entered BeringSea. 
sealing there awhile we returned to Victoria. In June, 
1891, I shipped as a hunter on the sealing schooner Otto, 
Riley, master. There were two newspaper correspond- 
ents aboard, King Hale, representing the New York Herald, and Mr. 
McMauns, of Victoria. The Otto carried three sealing boats, each 
manned by white men, who used shotguns, and two canoes, manned 
by Indians, who used spears. We sailed up along the coast toward 
Bering Sea and captured five seals, all being gravid | 
females. I noticed these seals particularly, because Cost catch pres: 
there were but few of them. I kepta memorandum of 
the transactions of the voyage, and noted in my book the number of 
seals taken and their sex. Weenteredtheseathrough => 
the Unamak Pass, and captured therein about 40 seals, jy idinn sons Ses 
most all of which had milk in their breasts. After 
taking these seals we returned to Victoria, British Columbia, about the 
25th of September. 

My observation of the seal-hunting by white hunters in 1888 is that 
they do not secure more than 2 or 3 out of every 
100 shot. The number of shots fired by a hunter ,,Ovly 3 per cent 
in an ordinary day’s sealing is something enormous, 
and the waste of seal life in the water is dreadful to waste or tife. 
contemplate. My observations and experience in 1889 
were about the same as in the previous year, except as to the number of 
Seals seen, which was much smaller. There wasa percep- 
tible decrease in the number of seals seen by me in the 
year 1889 as compared with the year 1888. The proportion of loss of 
seals shot by white hunters in the Otto was quite as great in 1891 as 
by the hunters in the year before stated. I have never seen any black 
pups in the North Pacfiec Ocean. The seals do not give 
birth to their young in the water, nor upon the kelp, Seas uot bom in 
If the present practice of seal-hunting be continued, it 
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Catch off coast. 


Catch off coast. 


Otto, 1891. 


Decrease. 
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will be a matter of a short time when the seal herd will be commercially 
destroyed. I think there should be what is called a 
sChnctnterae’* close season in seal-hunting in the water, to extend from 
the 1st of April till such time after the cows have given 
birth to their young and have reared them to an age at which they can 
live without sustenance from their mother. The Indian 
hunters secure at least eight out of every ten of the 
seals that they spear. They do not make as much noise, 
nor frighten the seals as badly as hunters who use guns. 
LouIs CULLER. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of May, 1892. 
[SEAL.] LEVI W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Success of Indians 
as hunters. 


Deposition of Alfred Dardean, sealer (boat-puller.) 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 
Victoria, British Columbia, ss: 

Alferd Dardean, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at 
Victoria, British Columbia. My occupation for the last 
eee: two years has been that of a seaman. I went sealing 
Mollie Adams, atter. 12 the schooner Mollie Adams (afterwards changed to 
wards the £.£. Mar- HB. Marvin) as boat-pulier. We left Victoria, British 
pin, 1890, In BeringSea- Columbia on the 27th of May, 1890, and, commenced 
sealing up the coast toward Bering Sea; entered Bering Sea through 
the Unamak Pass about July 7 and sealed around the eastern part of 
Bering Sea until late in the fall. We caught over 900 skins before 
entering the sea and our whole catch that year was 2,159 skins. Of - 
the seals that were caught off the coast fully 90 out of 
mostly presnant fe- every 100 had young pups in them. The boats would 
bring the seals killed on board the vessel and we would 
take the young pups out and skin them. If the pupis a good, nice one 
we would skin it and keep it for ourselves. I had eight such skins my- 
self. Four out of five, if caught in May or June,would be alive when we 
cut them out of the mothers. One of them we kept for pretty near three 
weeks alive on deck by feeding it on condensed milk. One of the men 
finally killed it because it cried so pitifully. We only got three seals 
with pups in them in the Bering Sea. Most all of them were females 
that had given birth to their young on the islands, and the milk would 
run out of the teats on the deck when we would skin 
them. We caught female seals in milk more than 100 

miles off the Pribilof Islands. 

We had seven boats, and a stern boat and three men to a boat. Our 
hunters used shotguns, and were good hunters. They lost a good many 
seals, but I do not know what proportion was lost to 
those killed. Some of the hunters would lose four out 
every six killed. We tried to shoot them while asleep, but shot all that 
‘ame in our way. If we killed them too dead a great 
many would sink before we could get them and were 
lost. Sometimes we could get some of these that had sunk with the 


Females feeding. 


Waste of life. 


Indiscriminate. 
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gaff hook, bat could not save many that way. A good many are 
wounded and escape only to die afterwards. 

Hunters talk about the seals increasing from year to 
year, but I know they are decreasing, and if they keep 
on killing them the way they do now there will not be any left in a few 
years. 


Decrease. 


his 
ALFERD x DARDEAN. 


mark. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this the 22d day of April, A. D. 
nS90 2) 
[SEAL. ] Levi W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of George Dishow, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


George Dishow, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at Vie- 
toria, British Columbia; am by occupation a seal 
hunter; have been engaged in the business six years. 
Was on the Triwmph, Favorite, Penelope, two seasons on the Umbrina, 
and one season on the American schooner Walter Rich 
hunting seal in the Pacific Ocean, Bering Sea, and on the Russian 
side of the Bering Sea. First found and taken seal off 
Cape Flattery in January and followed them up the 
coast into Bering Sea, which they enter about June 20. I use a shot- 
gun exclusively for taking seal. Old hunters lose but very few seal, 
but beginners lose a great many. I use the Parker parce proportion 
shotgun. A large proportion of all seals taken are taken females with 
females with pup. A very few yearlings are taken, P"?: 

Never examine them as tosex. But very few old bulls are taken, but five 
being taken out of a total of 900 seals taken by my 

schooner. Use no discrimination in killing seal, but , Mmdiseriminate kill 
shoot everything that comes near the boat in shape of ~ ; 
a seal. Hunters shoot seal in the most exposed part of \2.PS, not bom in 
the body. Have never known any pups to be born in. outside Pribilof Isl- 
the water, nor on the land on the coast of Alaska any- “"“* 

where outside of the Pribilof Islands. Have never known fur seal to 
haul up on the land anywhere on the coast except on peal F 

the Pribilof Islands. Most of the seals taken in Ber- haul up on fader 
ing Sea are females. Have taken them 70 miles from (cP 07 Pribilot Is- 
the islands that were full of milk. I think a closed | 

season should be established for breeding seal from Jan- ossare) “Be 
uary 1st to August 15th inthe North Pacific Ocean and 

Bering Sea. 


Experience. 


Migration. 


GEORGE DISHOW. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1st day of May, 1592. 
A, W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of BE. M. Greenleaf, sealer (master). 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, Victoria, ss: 

E. M. Greenleaf, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I have resided 

in Victoria, British Columbia, since 1884. My oceupa- 

Experience. tion is that of a seafaring man and have a commission 

as master mariner. Was shipping agent in this port 

for three years. In 1891 I went on a sealing cruise as master of the 

schooner Mountain Chief, leaving Victoria on May 12. 

ll ountain Chie, T went to the mouth of San Juan River, on the coast 

of Vancouver Island, opposite Neah Bay, and contin- 

ued sealing along up the coast almost as far north as Kodiak Island. 

My vessel then sprung a leak and I was compelled to return to this 

port, which I reached about July 1. We captured 63 

Mostly females; all seals, all of which were females, and all were pregnant. 
pregnant. 

With regard to pregnancy I may note that the seals 
taken off the coast of Vancouver Island were not as far advanced as 
those taken farther north. I had six canoes, with Indian hunters, who 
used both spears and shotguns. Indians lose a less number of the seals 

shot at and wounded or killed than white hunters. When they use 
Spears they get nearly all they wound. When they use 
foe shot@uns they do not get more than one out of eight 
S killed or wounded. 

I was interested in the schooner Sarah W. Hunt that made a voyage 
from New York to the South Atlantic in 1882-83, leaving in September 
of 1882, on a sealing venture. The intention was to visit the Georgian 
and South Shetland Islands. Since then I have been interested in the 
sealing business, and am well acquainted with it and the men engaged 
in it and the methods they employ. I am acquainted with the hunters 
and masters who sail from this port, and board all incoming and out- 

Fe at eae going vessels of that class. These men all acknowl- 
Pacificcoastpregnant edge that nearly all the seals taken off the Pacific 
females. coast are females, and that they are nearly all with 
young. The seals are found off the coast of California in January of 
each year, and the sealing fleet goes along with them as they proceed 

northward, never losing track of them and fishing every 
eects appear of Cal’ good day. By the latter part of June fleet and seals 

; have arrived in the vicinity of the Aleutian Island 
grasses. Pregnancy is now far advanced and young ones taken from 
their dead mother’s womb have lived several days on the decks of the 
Ships. Those that I caught last year—the pups, | mean—were thrown 
overboard. 

In conversation with boat-steerers and boat-pullers I have frequently 
heard them state that hunters would sometimes fire from 75 to 100 
shots without bringing in a single seal. The hunters would claim 
they secured nearly all they fired at or killed, but it is known that this 
is not true. It is impossible to say what proportion of the seals fired 
at are killed or wounded, but taking the run of hunters, good and poor, 

* Nes I should say that the best get about 50 per cent of 

est shots get 50 3 
per cent and poorest those shot at, while the poorest do not get more than 
SSE one out of fifteen fired at. I have also learned by con- 

Milkingcowskilled Versation with Bering Sea hunters that they kill seal 
20 to 200 miles from eovys 20 to 200 miles from the breeding grounds and that 
rookeries. ee 

these cows had recently given birth to yeung. I have 
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observed in the skins that the size of the teats shows either an advanced 
state of pregnacy or of recent delivery of young. To my knowledge, 
and from conversation with others, I can state posi- 
tively that seals have decreased rapidly in numbers off 
the Pacific coast in the iast five or six years. A schooner used to 
secure from 700 to 1,400 skins for a spring catch, whereas now, with 
all the improved appliances of arms and vessels, the largest catch is 
less than 500. 

The boat-steerer is supposed to be the most intelligent and compe- 
tent man on the boat, as he has charge and bears the same relation to 
the boat that the captain does to a vessel. A very 
large number of shots are thrown away. In the case eo: amma 
of the Thistle, in her voyage of 1891, she brought in but 
9 skins, while her hunters had fired away 260 pounds of shot. She 
had poor hunters. 


Decrease. 


EK. M. GREENLEAF. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me, at my office in Victoria, British 
Columbia, this 20th day of April, in the year of our Lord 1892. Wit- 
ness my hand and seal of office. 

[L. 8.] Livi W. MEYERS, 

United States Consul at Victoria, British Columbia. 


Deposition of Arthur Griffin (sealer), boat puller and steerer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 
Victoria, British Columbia, ss: 

Arthur Griffin, being duly sworn, deposes and says: My age is 24 
years, and am by occupation a seafaring man and re- 
side at Victoria, British Columbia. On February 11, — Experience. 
1889, I sailed from Victoria, as a boat-puller, on the 
sealing schooner Ariel, Buckman,master. She carried 
six hunting boats and one stern boat, and had a white crew, who use 
shotguns and rifles in hunting seals. We began sealing off the north- 
ern coast of California and followed the sealing herd northward, cap- 
turing about 700 seals in the North Pacific Ocean, two- ie 
thirds of which were females with pup; the balance | Tvothinds preg: 
were young seals, both male and female. We entered 
the Bering Sea on the 13th July, through the Unimak Pass, and eap- 
tured between 900 and 1,000 seals therein, most of eve 
which were females in milk. We returned to Victoria ,,4osty milking fe- 
on dlst of August, 1889. 

On January 10, 1890, I sailed from Victoria as a boat-steerer, in the 
schooner Sea Lion, Magason, master, and proceeded to 
San Francisco, where we fitted out for sealing; from 
there a month later we went sealing. Our vessel carried a white crew, 
five boats, each boat manned by three men. We captured about 500 
seals from San Francisco to Cape Flattery, by the use of shotguns and 
rifles. We returned to Victoria about A’pril 1. 

I went out sealing again the same year on the H. B. Marvin, McKiel, 
master. I shipped as a boat steerer. We had a white 
crew and seven boats, and used shotguns and rifles 


Ariel, 1889. 


Sea Lion, 1890. 


EH. B. Marvin,1890. 
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costly pregnant while hunting the seals. We captured between 900 
and 1,000 on the coast, most all of which were females 
fe pet cont milking with pups. We entered the sea on July 12, through 
Unamak Pass, and captured about 800 seals in those 

waters, about 90 per cent of which were females in milk. 
A good hunter will often lose one-third of the seals he kills. A poor 
hunter will lose two-thirds of those he shoots. On an 
average, hunters will lose two seals out of three of 


op king cows taken those they shoot. We captured females in milk from 


Waste of life. 


rookeries. 20 to 100 miles from the rookeries. Seals do not haul 
Do not haul upon OUt upon the land along the coast, nor do they give 


coast. birth to their young on the kelp. We seek to shoot 
Not born on kelp. the seals while they are asleep on the water, because 
Prohibition neces. 2 S€al shot while breeching is more likely to be lost. 
sary. Seals ought not to be killed in the water during the 
months of April, May, June, July, and August. 
ARTHUR GRIFFIN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 22d day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[L. 8.] Levi W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of James Harrison, sealer (boat puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING, 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 
Victoria, British Columbia, ss: 

James Harrison, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at 
Victoria, British Columbia, and am-by occupation sea- 
faring man. I have had experience in the seal-hunting 
business. First went out sealing as boat puller along the Northern 
Pacific coast about the 26th of June, 1891; sailed from 
Victoria, British Columbia, in the schooner Triumph, 
Whidden, master; we had two boats and one stern boat, three men 
with each boat; we commenced sealing right off the coast; went as 
far south as the California coast and then hunted north to the west 
coast of Vancouver Islands; caught 500 skins during 
the season; almost all of them were pregnant females; 

Mostly pregnant fe- out of a hundred seals taken about 90 per cent would 
eee be females with young pups in them; I can’t tell 
a male from a female while in the water at a distanee. On an 
average, I think the hunters will save about one out of three that they 

kill, but they wound many more that escape and die 

Entered Bering Sea. afterwards. We entered the Bering Sea about the 1st 
of June, and caught about 200 seals in those waters. 
They were mostly mothers that had given birth to their 
young and were around the fishing banks feeding. The 
hunters used shotguns and rifles. In the Bering Sea we killed both 
male and female, but I do not know the proportion of one to the other. 
IT returned and was discharged at Victoria, British Coiumbia, about the 
last of August. 


Experience. 


Triumph, 1891. 


Waste of life. 


Mostly milking 
cows. 
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T sailed again about February 12, 1892, in the same vessel, and the 
same master; we carried two boats, and three men to 
each boat; all white men in the boats, but we had six- 
teen Indian canoes with two Indians in each canoe, and the Indians 
used shotguns, but did not capture any seals, and returned to Victoria, 
British Columbia, the 1st of April, and I was discharged at the custom- 
house at Victoria, British Columbia. 

Seals were not as plentiful along the coast this year as they were in 
1891. I think that for the proper preservation of the 
seals all pelagic hunting should be prohibited until the Tey 
mother seals have given birth to their young. reise neces: 

JAMES HARRISON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 22d day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL.| LEviI W. MyErs, 
United States Consul. 


Triumph, 1892. 


Decrease. 


Deposition of James Hayward, sealer (boat steerer). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
City of Victori id, 88: 

James Hayward, being duly sworn, deposes and says: My age is 3 
years; I reside at Victoria, British Columbia; occupa- 
tion, seaman. I went on a sealing voyage in 1887 as 
boat steerer on the American schooner Vanderbilt, Capt. Myers,master. 
She carried six boats, and white hunters, who used shot- 
guns and rifles. I joined her here with five others 
about the middle of May and sealed along the coast to Bering Sea, and 
entered those waters in the fore part of July and was 
ordered out of the sea by a revenue cutter, but ingen Sa ge 
kept on sealing until September, and then returned to 
Victoria, British Columbia. Our catch that year was 2,000, or there- 
abouts. 

In 1888 I went in the American Bcnoner Chas D. Wilson, Turner, 
master, aS boat steerer, hunting otter and seals. She 
carried four boats, with white hunters, and they used 
shotguns and rifles. Left Victoria the 13th of May and went towards 
the mouth of the Columbia River and hunted along the coast to Shu- 
magin Islands. We caught over 100 otters and a number of seals. 
We did not go into the Bering Sea that year. In 1889 I did not go out 
hunting. In 1890 I went in an American schooner (I can not give her 
name) as boat steerer. She carried five boats and had white hunters, 
who used both shotguns and rifles. Sailed from Victoria the latter 
part of April, and went over on the Russian side of Bering Sea and 
sealed in those waters and caught almost 1,800 seals that season, a part 
of which we caught along the coast before we went into Bering Sea. 

In 1891 I went as boat steerer in the American schooner City of San 
Diego, George Weston, master. She carried five boats, 
and white hunters, who used shotguns and rifles. We ,4/” of Sam Pica, 
left Victoria in April and went to the mouth of the 
Columbia River, but fished only one day and caught only one seal. 


Experience. 


Vanderbilt, 1887. 


Chas. D. Wilson, 1888. 
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We then went directly north of Sitka and commenced sealing off that 
coast, and were warned not to go into the American 
inty Beng sea,” ®° part of Bering Sea, and then went over to the Russian 
side, near the Copper Island. I was under monthly 
pay, and did not keep track of the number of seals killed and eap- 
tured. 

Most of the seals killed on the coast are pregnant females, while 
those we killed in the Bering Sea after the 1st of July 
were females that had given birth to their young on 
the seal islands and come out into the sea to teed. 
Have caught them 150 miles off from the shore of the 
seal islands, and have skinned them when their breasts 
were fullof milk. Seals travel very fast and go along 
way to feed. I do not think we got over one-half that we killed and 
wounded. Have seen six out of seven killed sink and were lost before 
we could get to them. This happened last year in a boat I wasin. I 
think the seals are not near as plenty as a few years 
ago, and they are much more shy and harder to catch 
now than they were when I first went out sealing. I think this is 
eaused by hunting them so much with guns. 


Waste of life. 


Mostly pregnant or 
milking cows. 


Females feeding. 


Decrease. 


JAMES HAYWARD. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 23d day of April, A. D 
1892. 
[SEAL. | LEvI W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of Victor Jackobson, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Victor Jacobson, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 31 
years of age, by occupation a seal-hunter. I reside 
at Victoria, British Columbia. I am a British sub- 
ject. Have been engaged in sealing for eleven years, ten years as 
master. Am now master and owner of schooner Mary Ellen and owner 
. Of schooner Minnie. I have sealed from Columbia 

Mary Ellenand Min- a bea A : 
nie. River along the coast, north and west, to the Aleutian 
Time of entrance of LSlands, passages, and in Bering Sea. ‘The female 
fa ee seals go through the passes from the Pacific Ocean into 
ay Bering Sea between June 25th and July 15th. Females 
_ killed previous to this time I found with pups, but none with pups after 
Killed nursing tHat latter date. I have killed female seals with milk 
cows 200 miles from 200 miles from the Pribilof Islands. I think of the 
sss tage of te. Seals taken by me that three in five are females, and 
auples taken. nearly all with pup. Seals are diminishing along the 
ab ae coast, and unless pelagic sealing is stopped in the 
Pacific Ocean the seal will become exterminated. In order to prevent 
the entire extermination of the fur-seal, I think all pelagic sealing in 
Prohibition in Paci. Lhe Pacific Ocean on the coast of the United States, 
fic and close seasonin British Columbia, and Alaska, should be stopped; also 
Bering Sea necessary. i, Bering Sea until the females have brought forth 
their young, about the 15th of July, after which all vessels should be 
allowed to enter Bering Sea and take seals without restraint any place 


Experience. 
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outside of the legal jurisdiction of the United States. I have never 
known fur-seal to haul out upon any part of the coast 

of the United States, British Columbia, or Alaska, , Haul up only onthe 
except the Pribilof Islands. All parts of the coast ¢ 

have been visited by the seal-hunters, and if seal hauled out any place 
it would have been known by the hunters. I have 
never known the fur-seal to give birth to their young 
in the water. 


Not born in water. 


VICTOR JACKOBSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of June, 1892. 
[SHAL] C. L. HOOPER, 
Notary Public, District of Alaska. 


Deposition of James Jamieson, sealer (boat-puller and mate). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
City of Victoria, ss: 

James Jamieson, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 23 
years old, and am by occupation a seaman; I reside at 
Victoria, British Columbia. In March, 1887, I joined the 
British sealing schooner Mary Taylor, McKiel, master, 
at Victoria, British Columbia. We went on a cruise for seal; 1 was a 
boat-puller. She carried five sealing boats, manned with three white 
men each. There were three Indians with us part of the season. We 
used breech-loading shotguns and Winchester rifles. We began to 
seal when about 20 miles off Cape Flattery. We worked toward the 
northwest and captured between 60 and 100 seals on the coast, 
about two-thirds of which were females, with pup; the 
balance were yearlings consisting of male and female; 
after which we ran into Barclay Sound for supplies, 
from which place we worked to the northward toward the Bering Sea. 
We captured about 80 seals while en route to the sea; about two-thirds 
of these were females, with pup, the balance being yearlings about 
one-half male and one-half female. 

In the latter part of January we entered the Bering Sea through the 
Unamak Pass, and commenced sealing there. We 
captured about 800 seals at a distance from the rook- 
eries on the Pribilof Islands of from 20 miles to 200 — Threefourths of 
miles; about three-fourths of the catch in the sea was fai im, Bering, sea 
female seals in milk, the balance consisting of year- 200 miles from rook- 
lings and male seals. We returned to Victoria, British °"* 

Columbia, some time in August. 

In January, 1888, I joined the Mountain Chief, Jacobson, master, at 
Victoria, British Columbia. I was mate on this vessel. ee 
She carried ten canoes, each manned by two Indians, ,(ountain Ohies, 
who used spears while hunting the seal. We began 
sealing along the coast, and captured about 85 seals, after which we 
sailed into Barclay Sound, when I left the Mountain Chief and joined 
the German schooner Adele as a cook. Hanson was 
eaptain of the Adele. We proceeded up the coast and 
took on sixteen Indian sealers and eight canoes. We then sealed 
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Mary Taylor, 1887. 


About two-thirds 
pregnant females. 


In Bering Sea. 


Adele, 1888. 
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along the coast toward the sea, capturing about 100 seals en route. 
In the latter part of June, we entered the Bering Sea, 
and proceeded to take seals in those waters. Captured 
about 700 in the sea. We arrived back to Victoria on the 22d of 
September. 

In January, 1889, I shipped as a boat-steerer on the British sealing 
schooner Theresa, Lawrence, master. She carried six 
boats, including the stern boat. Our crew and hunters 
were white men, and were equipped with Winchester rifles and breech- 
loading shotguns, with which to capture seals. We began sealing off 
the Columbia River, and then worked up along the coast capturing 
about 380 seals before entering Victoria, British Columbia, in April. 

In January, 1890, I shipped as a boat-steerer on the sealing schooner 
Mollie Adams, McKeil master. She carried six boats and 
a white crew, who used shotguns and rifles. We sailed 
as far south as Cape Mendocino, when we met the herd and proceeded 
to take them, up along the coast, capturing about 400 seals, and then 
returned to Victoria, British Columbia, where we fitted out for the west 
coast and the Bering Sea. About the last of April I again sailed on 
a eruise for seals on the same vessel, having the same crew. Sealed up 
along the coast to Northeast harbor, capturing 600 skins, which we 

transferred to the American steamer Mischief and ship- 
ton Vache ®° ped to Victoria, British Columbia. We then sailed 
through the Unamak Pass into the Bering Sea, when 
we at once began taking seals. Captured 1,000 seals 
in that sea, and after remaining in those waters for about two months 
we set sail for Victoria, British Columbia, on the 1st day of Septem- 
ber, and arrived at Victoria on the 21st of the same month. 

In January, 1891, I shipped as a seaman on the British sealing schooner 
Mascot, Lawrence, master, for a cruise for seals on the 
west coast. Our vessel carried one stern boat manned 
by white men, and eight canoes, with two Indians to each canoe. We 
began sealing off Barclay Sound and caught three skins only, all of 
which were females with pup. We thenran into Clayquot Sound, when 
I left the Mascot and joined the British schooner Ven- 
ture, Smith, master. I shipped as aseaman and hunter 
on the British schooner Venture. She carried an Indian crew and six 
canoes. The Indians used spears, and breech-loading shotguns while 
hunting the seals. After securing our Indian hunters we went to 
the Bering Sea, and proceeded along the coast. We captured 56 
skins. We entered the sea through the Unamak Pass 
in the latter part of June, and commenced to catch 
seals. We captured 610 skins while in the sea. In the latter part of 

eben sis) July we were ordered out of the sea by the U. S-5: 
ing Sea. Thetis. Wereturned to Victoria. In February, 1892, 
J joined the British sealing schooner Minnie, Tyson, 
master, at Dodge’s Cove, in Barclay Sound. IJ shipped 
ascook. The Minnie was equipped with three sealing boats, all manned 
with white men. We caught five seals along the coast. We then re- 
turned to Victoria, B. C., about the 20th of April. 

In hunting along the coast, I think about 80 per cent 

cent of those we caught were females, and most of them 

were carrying their young. Weseldom caught any old 

bulls, but caught a few of the younger males. I have seen the unborn 

young cut out of the mother seal and live for a week without food. 
We uscd to skin some but threw most of them overboard. 


In Bering Sea. 
t—) 


Theresa, 1889. 


Mollie Adams, 1890. 


In Bering Sea. 


Mascot, 1891. 


Venture, 1891. 


In Bering Sea. 


Minnie, Tyson, 1892. 


Highty per 
mostly pregnant. 
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Nearly our whole catch in the Bering Sea, after the 
Catchin Bering Sea 

first of July, each year were females, and nearly all of mostiy milking cows. 
them in milk, and had evidently given birth to their | ficcess of Indias 
young but a short time before. The milk would run 
out on the deck as we skinned them. The Indian hunters with spears 
would not wound or lose but very few seals that they struck, but the 
ordinary white hunter will, on an average, lose over 
haif that he kills and wounds. Wetry to take the seals, Wyte hunter loses 
when asleep on the waters, but the hunters are usually 
paid a certain sum for each seal taken and they try to eed ; 
kill everthing without reference to age, sex, or condi- ,, bo Useriminate Kill 
tion. 

I do not think that they haul up on the land on the 
coast and I have never known of anyone taking a 00,20? hant up on 
young seal on the coast that was born that year, nor 
do we catch any cow seals on the coast that have given birth to their 
young that year. 


JAMES JAMIESON. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me on this 23d day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. | Levi W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of J. Johnson, sealer (sailing master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


J. Johnson, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside on Doug- 
las Island, Alaska. I have spent six years of my life 
sealing. i have been sailing-master of the schooner 
San Diego, the Penelope of Victoria, the Ada under | _. 
the German flag, the Roscoe of San Francisco. Have  /"p.9 
been either master, mate, or hunter on all these ves- 44. 
sels. Have first struck the seal off the California coast 77" 
below San Francisco in January, and followed the seal 
to Bering Sea, which we entered about July 16th. 
Have always used a shotgun for taking seal. About 40 per cent shot 
with shotgun are lost. When the rifle is used, a larger per cent 
is lost. A large majority of the seal taken on the Wi 
coast are cows with pup. A few young malesare taken, ,,¥jerty Presnant 
the ages ranging from 1 to 5 years. Once in a while 
an old bull is taken i in the North Pacific Ocean. I use no diserimina- 
tion in killing seal, but kill everything that comes near aie 
the boat in shape of a seal. Always shoot seal in the ,,70Usctminate HE 
back of the head if possible. Sometimes seal are shot ~ 
in the shoulders and wound them; then they can not get away. I never 
have seen a pup born in the water, nor have I ever 
seen one born on shore outside of the Pribilof Islands. 
Never knew any seal to haul up on the land on the coast elsewhere 
than on the Pribilof Islands. The majority of Seals killed in Bering 
Sea are females. I have killed female seals 75 miles st edleet he : 
from the islands that were full of milk. If ents Galan 


Experience. 


Migration. 


No pelagic birth. 
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rie aie is not stopped on the islands in Bering Sea and the 
North Pacific Ocean the seal must become extermi- 
nated. 


J. JOHNSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Francis Robert King-Hall, journalist. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Francis Robert King-Hall, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
a subject of Her Britannic Majesty, late of the Eleventh 
Hussars, a son of Sir William King-Hall, K. C. B., 
admiral in the British navy. I am 35 years of age, a journalist by 
profession, residing in New York City. In 1891, as a correspondent 
of the New York Herald, I was detailed to investigate into the meth- 
ods of pelagic sealing. I proceeded to Victoria, arriving about the 
25th of June, and procured passage on board the seal- 
ing schooner -Otto, 85 tons burden, Lunenburg, Nova 
Scotia. Her managing owner was Walter Borns, of Victoria, British 
Columbia, and her captain was John Riley, a British subject, who had 
had several years experience in pelagic sealing, having entered Bering 
Sea as long ago as 1883, as mate of the schooner Favor- 
ite. On July 2nd we left Victoria, the crew consisting 
of the captain, mate, 4 hands before the mast, a cook, and a Patago- 
nian boy, it being the intention of the captain to pick up Indian hunt- 

ers on our way out. The Otto had no difficulty in get- 

inc learance papers of tin'o her clearance papers for hunting in Bering Sea, 

although the Queen’s order in council had been pro- 

mulgated, and Lieut. Hadley, of H. M.S. Pheasant, informed me, when 

I met him in Bering Sea, that he had, by orders of Commander Tur- 

ner, requested Coilector Milne, of the port of Victoria, to warn the Otto 
and not to give her clearance papers for hunting in Bering Sea. 

We had much difficulty in getting Indian hunters, putting in at sev- 
eral villages along the Vancouver “coast. Most of the hunters were 
absent, having been employed previous to our arrival. At the village 
of Hesquiat I met Father Brabant, a Belgian priest, who had lived for 

PS twenty-seven years among the Indians of the west 
wetcaiee of pe coast. Through him I obtained the Indian view of the 
- present condition of the Alaskan seal herd. I found 
that by the use of the spear very few seals were lost, and that the In- 
Was of Srearma gee dians of Vancouver had at one time a law among them- 
hibited by Indians Selves prohibiting the use of guns in taking seals. He 
among themselves. also told me from his own knowledge that the Uchuck- 
elset Indians had a few years ago caught off the coast 1,600 seals in a 
season, and that now they could catch hardly any; that the white men’s 
guns were not only destroying the seals but driving them further from 
the coast. At every village (and we stopped at over nine on Vancou- 
ver Island) I interrogated. the Indians to the best of my ability, and 
they all agreed there were very few seals now compared 
with the “ereat numbers which were found formerly, 
and that this decrease began five or six seasons ago. We finally picked 
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Otto, 1891. 


Favorite. 


Decrease. 


TAKEN AT VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA. - Bd3 


up two Indian hunters and two canoes, besides which we had a sealing 
boat and two other ordinary boats. On Thursday, July 30th, we left 
Vancouver Island, making toward Bering Sea by way of the Fair- 
weather Ground and Portlock Bank, which are the late spring sealing 
grounds. The first seal sighted was August 4th, longitude 136° 32’ we est, 
latitude 52° 46’ north. 

During the days following August 4th, the canoes were lowered, but 
their search for seals was fruitless. On’ August 14th, before entering 
Bering Sea, a seal was speared by the Indians off Marmont Island, 
which was bearing NW. 4 W. 35 miles. We entered the sea at 6 30 
p. m. on the 22d day of July [August] and at9 o’clock 5, ea cca ; 

5 A : ea: : ‘ uly 
the following morning we got our first seal in the Ber- 22, 1891. 
ing. It was shot by one of the white men in a boat. 
We were at this time about 25 miles west by north of 
Northwest Cape on Unimak Pass. On the same day 4 other seals were 
shot, and 3 not recovered. Two sank, and the sie escaped badly 
wounded. The following day the captain shot 2, losing 1, and the 
other boat brought 1 seal on board. On the 25th of August we were 
125 miles southeast of St. Geor ge Island. The Indian hunters were 
out all day, and brought in 3 seals, the white hunters getting none. 
The captain informed me that day that the previous year he had taken 
in this locality 148 seals in one day, and that one of his hunters got 38 
and lost 40, which he shot. The next day the two boats and canoes were 
out, and the captain brought back 1, but had shot and lost 6 others, 
1 of which sank. The other boat reported that they shot 7, but all 
sank before they could get them, the water being so colored with blood 
that it was impossible to see the bodies sufficiently to recover them 
with the gaff. The two Indians brought back 10 seals, all speared, 
Out of the number taken on board 4 were full of milk. On the 27th 
the Indians brought in 2 seals, and the captain 1, which were ail they 
had seen. On the 29th 17 seals were taken; the captain got 3, having 
lost 4, killed or wounded. The other boat brought in 38, havi ing lost 2 
and the cook shot 1 from the schooner’s deck. Out of these, 7 7 were 
females, which covered the decks with milk while they were being 
skinned. 

On August 50th, the two boats got 3 seals, and both reported hav- 
ing hit and lost several others, but they were ‘unable to tell how many. 
The following day we spoke the British schooner Oscar ee es 
and Hattie, and her skipper, Capt. Galt, boarded us. 1s91. ge 
and remained to dinner. In a conversation I had with 
him he states that his season’s catch was 1,510 skins. — Season’s catch. 
That on the proclamation forbidding the taking of seals 
in Bering Sea becoming known, the schooners which had escaped being 
warned by the U.S.S. Thetis at Alitak Bay at once made for the Prib- 
ilof Islands, to catch all they could before receiving the official warning. 
This statement accounts for so many vessels having been warned near 
the islands which previous to the modus vivandi being declared they 
had refrained from approaching, because they feared being seized. 
The same day, after a chase of an hour, we were seized 
by the U.8S.8. Mohican. The total catch of seals at 
the time of seizure was 48, and at least 20 were females, the, majority 
of which were in milk. All the seals were taken from 120 to 180 miles 
from St. George Island. Iam convinced that at the 
very least white hunters lose 50 per cent of the seals 
they hit, and prebably the majority of those wounded will ultimately 
die. All killing of seals in the water must of necessity be indiscriminate 
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slaughter, as it is impossible to tell the sex or the exact age of a seal 
until it has been taken into the boat, whereas on land careful diserimi- 
nation can be made. 

Granting that open-sea seal hunting is to be allowed, the use of the 
gun should be absolutely prohibited, and a close time 
established which should extend from the beginning of 
the year until all gestation is finished. Further to protect the nursing 
female seals, it will be necessary to prohibit sealing within a zone ex- 
tending at the very least 100 miles from the rookeries, in order that 
the females may be unmolested while feeding, and even under sueh re- 
strictions there is no doubt many pups would die of starvation through 
the death of their mothers, which would be killed outside the protected 
zone. This method of protection I suggested to several owners and 
captains of the sealing vessels at Victoria, who all approved of the 
plan, naturally, to a certain extent, from selfish reasons. In my own 
opinion, however, the most perfect method of protecting the Alaska 
seal is to kill only the young bachelors, and as this discrimination can 
be made on shore alone, it naturally restricts all killing to the Pribilof 
Islands. 


Protection. 


FRANCIS R. KinG-HALL. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, this 25th day of July, 1899. 
[SEAL] SEVELLON A. BROWN. 


The above statement is made by me on oath without regard to any 
international question, as Lregard both the Canadian and American 
pelagic sealers equally destructive of the seals. 

FRANCIS R. KING-HALL. 

JULY 25TH, 1892. 


Deposition of Andrew Laing, trader and sealer (mate). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
City of Victoria, ss: 

Andrew Laing, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 42 years of 
age; residence, Victoria, British Columbia; occupation, 
trader. I went out as trader on the W. P. Sayward, 
Pee ee of which I was part owner, in the years of 1882, 1883, 

1884, 1885, 1886, 1887, 1889, and 1890. In 1888 I went 
as mate on the Favorite, my boat having been seized 
the year before by the revenue cutter Rush, but was finally released, 
so that [ went in her again in 1889 and 1890. My vessel carried In- 

dian hunters in all her trips previous to this year (1892) 

ows and weap: and they used canoes and spears in hunting Seals ex- 

clusively. Prior to 1886 I nor my vessel had ever been 

in the Bering Sea hunting, but had cruised along the coast each year 

from the Columbia River to Kodiak Island, and then returned to Vie- 

toria and had caught seals in greater or less numbers each year; but m 

1886 and each year thereafter, excepting 1891, [ have not only sealed 
on the coast but have also been in the Bering Sea hunting seals. 

My vessel went to the Bering Sea in 1891, but I did not go with 
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her, The year I was on the Favorite she carried In- 
dian hunters also, who used spears. It is now the 
practice to hunt along the coast early in the season 
from the Columbia River to the Bering Sea, andenter 
those waters the fore partof July. Indian hunters will ,Jime of entering 
not stay out over ten days at a time when we are on J 
the coast, so we have to come in and out quite often. This year I 
have changed my crew to white hunters, who use shotguns and rifles. 
When in Bering Sea we are usually from 50 to 150 
miles from the Pribilof Islands. I did not pay any _, Hunt in Bering Sea 
6 < from 50 to 150 miles 
particular attention to the sex of the seals we caught from the islands. 
on the coast or in the sea any further than we gota 
number of the yearlings and 2-year-olds on the coast, and that [ have 
seen young live pups cut out of their dead mothers and they would 
walk around on deck and bleat for three or four days, and then die of 
starvation. In the Bering Sea I have noticed that in 
skinning seals milk would run out of the teats of fe- . Have caught nurs- 
ayiSy E ing cows 75 to 100 
males who had given birth recently to their young on niles from islands. 
the islands. I have caught this class of females from 
75 to 100 miles from the: Pribilof Islands. 
I know of no place along the eastern coast where fur-seals haul out 
on land, and I do not believe there is any outside of the 
Pribilof Islands. Fur-seals do not give birth to their ,22@ul uP omy on 
young in the water, neither will the pup seal live if 
born in the water. I can not say as to seals appearing 
off the coast in less numbers each year, but I think Protection by a 
A 5 Te * ra : close season neces- 
some arrangement should be made for their protection sary. 
by a closed season during the time they are carrying 
and nursing their young. 


The W. P. Sayward 
in Bering Sea in 181. 


Not born in water. 


ANDREW LAING. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 23d day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[L. 8.] Levi W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of Robert H. McManus, newspaper correspondent. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


The undersigned, Robert H. McManus, of the city of Victoria, Prov- 
ince of British Columbia, Dominion of Canada, being : 
duly sworn, saith: I am about 49 years of age, and 
have for some years past followed the calling of newspaper corre- 
spondent and writer. In 1889, at the time the British sealing schooners 
were seized in the Bering Sea by the United States revenue eutters, I 
devoted some attention to the sealing industry. Being acquainted 
with Mr, Walter Borns, through his being a boarder in my family, 
and who is largely identified with the sealing industry, I was by him 
earnestly solicited to accompany him on a sealing cruise on board his 
schooner Otto last season. Some time previously I had a severe attack 
of rheumatic gout, and was at the time of solicitation by Mr. Borns 
partially convalesceut. I was advised that the voyage would tend 
towards the recovery of my health and the inducement of an opportuuity 
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to gain by personal observation all that could be learned of the seal 
hunting question, which I would be enabled to turn to pecuniary ae- 
count as a newspaper correspondent, determined my acceptance of the 
proposal, although the pecuniary offer of Mr. Borns was merely trivial. 
I was very weak and feeble, and had to be assisted on board the ves- 
sel. Mr. F. King-Hall, correspondent of the New York Herald, was, 
with my consent, taken on board as a passenger. 

The Otto cleared from the Victoria custom-house on the 25d June, 
1891, but owing to the difficulty experienced in obtain- 
ing a crew of Indian hunters, did not sail from the 
harbor till the 2d July, and then without any Indians; and set sail 
finally for the west coast, Vancouver Island, on the 5th July. At the 
last moment the owner, Mr. Borns, was prevented by some business 
engagement from accompanying the vessel, and before leaving requested 
me to ** keep my eye opened” about his interests. 

We set sail for the Bering Seafrom the northwest coast of Vancouver 
Island on Thursday, the 30th July last. When off the coast of Queen 
Charlotte Islands, some seals were observed, which the captaininformed 
me were fur-seals; the one seen by me belonged to the hair-seal species, 
as I knew by the bronze color as it floated past the vessel. It is said 
that the fur-seals have some undiscovered breeding grounds in the 
vicinity of the Prince of Wales Islands group; again, that the fur-seals 
bring forth and rear their young on the large floating beds of kelp 
found in those waters; another theory is that the seals migrate in the 
spring from the coast of California to the Bering Sea in herds, each 
herd, like the bees, having a recognized leader; should this leader 
happen to fall a victim to the hunter, the herd becomes disorganized 
and disperses over the waters of the North Pacific Ocean. However, 
be the theory correct or otherwise, the presence of fur-seals outside of 
Bering Sea at that time of year was rather remarkable, 7. ¢., if the seal 
observed by the crew were of the fur-seal species. 

Twenty-five miles off Kadiak Island, Gulf of Alaska, when going on 
deck after breakfast, on the morning of the 14th August, I observed 
some dark object in front of the schooner, and called the attention of 
the captain to it, who said it was a log or a piece of kelp. 1 maintainzed 
it was a seal, and so it proved. The Indian- hunter went out in his 
e-anoe in pursuit and killed the seal with his spear, in sight of the ves- 
sel. It was a medium or half-grown seal. 

On the evening of Saturday, the 22d August, we 
oppering Sea, time of entered the Unimak Pass; weather, mist and rain, and 
‘ on Sunday morning, the 23d, were in the proscribed 


Otto, 1891. 


waters. 
The hunting outfit of the Otto was rather limited: One seal-hunting 
boat, which I will designate the first boat; one pleasure 
boats Hoat, heavy and clumsy, the second boat; and one In- 
dian hunterandonecancemaninacanoe. The firstboat 
was manned by the skipper as hunter, an acknowledged expert of 
twelve years’ experience, armed with a No. 12-bore double-barreled shot- 
gun by Greener, of Birmingham, and one Winchester repeating rifle, 
and a crew of two white men as pullers and steerers. The second boat 
was manned by two Swedish seamen, one as hunter and the other as 
puller, of no experience whateverin the business, armed witha No.10 bore 
double-barreled shotgun. The canoe, one Indian hunter, and one canoe- 
man, armed with the Vancouver Island west coast spear and a single- 
barrel muzzle-loader shotgun, this latter, I was informed, merely 
to give the quietus to the harpooned seal should occasion require. The 
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ammunition used: Curtis & Harvey’s No.6 grain, size 14, in kegs; 
charge, 6 to 7 drams, and from 15 to 21 buckshot. 

The following is an extract from my note book during the nine days’ 
hunt in Bering Sea, from 23 to 31 August, in the wa- 
ters about 40 to 50 miles from the entrance to Una- Pano EONS: 
laska harbor, and 40 to 50 miles off Akutan Island, extract trom? °° 
Aleutian chain, or from 150 to 200 miles from the Prib- 
lof Islands. 

Sunday, 23 August, wind light; misty; rain. 7:30 a. m., sighted 
seals to west. Second boat lowered; killed one seal in sight of vessel. 
First boat and canoe lowered; out all day, returning to meals, Result 
of day’s hunt: Second boat, one seal. Seals Sporting round vessel; a 
great many shots fired by boats. 

Monday, 24 August, clear weather; calmer sea. Boats and canoe out 
all day from 7 a.m. (returning to dinner). result: First boat, one seal; 
reported having lost two. Second boat, none. Indian canoe, one seal. 
Total, 2 mediums; a great deal of firing heard. 

Tuesday, 25 August, rain in morning. Boats and canoe out at half 
past 9 o’clock; out all day (returning to dinner). Result: First boat, 
two seals reported, wounded and lost five; seals said to be shy and 
wary, and not so numerous as formerly; attention called to cow seal 
being skinned (which [ had taken for a young bull). The snow white 
milk running down blood-stained deck was a sickening sight. Indian 
canoe, one seal. Total, 3 seals; 2 mediums and 1 cow. 

Wednesday, 26 August, cloudy morning; seals floating round 
schooner. Boats and canoe out all day. Result: First boat, 1 seal; 
second boat, none; Indian canoe, 10 seals; total, 11 seals; 8 cows in 
milk, and3 medium. Skipperin first boat blamed ‘the powder. Second 
boat said it was too heavy and clumsy for the work. Skipper reported 
having wounded and lost 7, and the men in second boat 9 ditto, 16 in 
all. Skipper said seals not so numerous as formerly, more shy; also 
blamed the powder. Evidently a great deal of shooting and very few 
seals to correspond. 

Thursday, 27 August, seals to all appearances very scarce, species 
being exterminated, so to judge from the skipper’s remarks. Weather 
fine and clear. Boats and canoe out; returned at noon, consequence of 
rough sea. Result: First boat, 1; second boat, none; Indian canoe, 2 
seals; total, 3 seals. Again in favor of Indian spear. Powder blamed 
again. Tired of such excuses. So tar have not found one word of truth 
in anything [’ve heard previously about open sea seal-hunting. 

Friday, 25 August, rain and heavy sea in morning; cleared in after- 
noon; boats and canoe out in afternoon; returned at 6 p.m. No skins, 
although a great deal of shooting going on. First boat reported hav- 
ing wounded and lost three seals; blamed powder. Poor powder. It 
takes, judging from the number of shots fired, about a hundred to se- 
cure one seal. 

Saturday, 29 August, ship’s cook brought down from deck a large cow 
seal at 40 yards rise. Boats and canoe out all day; fine, clear, balmy 
weather; Aukatan Island in sight. Result: First boat, three seals; 
second boat, three seals; cook, from deck, one; Indian canoe, ten; 
total catch, seventeen seals, greater proportion cows in milk; horrid 
sight, could not stay the ordeal out till all were flayed. A large num- 
ber reported as wounded and lost. According to appearances, slaughter 
indiscriminate. 

Sunday, 30 August, fine clear morning; hazy towards Akutan. At 
6 o'clock a cry “ Here’s the cruiser” to the eastward. Boats and canoe 
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off at 7 o’clock; at 8 o’clock I could see deck of the steamer bearing down 
on us about 8 miles off. Boats recalled. The Indians returned about 
9 o'clock, greatly excited; went out again when the steamer sheered off 
towards Unalaska harbor. Result of hunt: First boat, two seals; sec- 
boat, one; Indian canoe, seven; total, ten seals, seven of which were 
cowsinmilk. Several, as usual, reported wounded and lost by the boats. 
The great superiority of the Indian spear evident. 

Monday, 31 August, captured by the U.S. 8. Mohican 3:30 p. m.; no 
hunting. 

The total catch on being analyzed shows a favorable comparison be- 
tween the experienced and inexperienced hunters; when the class of 
boats and arms are taken into consideration, and the extraordinary num- 
bers reported as wounded and lost, dispels any faith 
in the oft reported assertion that only one in ten es- 
cape from “the unerring rifle inthe hands of the experienced hunter.” 

The number, two-thirds of the catch, captured by the Indians, gives 
the verdict entirely in favor of the primitive weapon 
of the aborigines as against the modern breechloader. 
The spear used by the Vancouver Island Indians for 

Description ofspear. Seal hunting is 10 feet long in the shaft, tapering off 
toward the ends, and thus well balanced. At the point 
the shaft forks off into two prongs, on which the spear-head or har- 
poons fit easily, being attached to the shaft by a cod line, which runs 
up to the butt, where it is caught in a bight and held round the thumb 
of the right hand. On being projected the shaft separates from the 
harpoons and floats on the water unheeded till the seal is secured. 
But few are missed. Any that escape wounded only suffer from a flesh 
wound of 24 inchesin depth. Once the harpoon pierces the skin beyond 
the barbs the only possibility of escape lies in the chance of the line 
breaking. This system of capture is both economical from a business 
standpoint, as well as that of beiug almost, if not entirely, less destrue- 
tive to seal life, as compared with modern arms of pre- 
cone enty five Per cision. It may safely be asserted that over three-fourths 
cows. * of the catch of forty-eight were cows in milk. This, 
at a distance of 200 miles from the rookeries, shows 
that the nursing cows ramble all over the Bering Sea 
in search of their chief food, the codfish, which are to be found on the 
banks along the coast of the Aleutian Islands. During the migratory 
journey north in the spring the cows with young become the easiest 
victims to the hunter, owing to being more fatigued, and consequently 
sleep more than other class of seals. From all information I could 
glean from the skipper, when I pointed out the circumstance of cows 
in milk being killed so far from the islands, leads me to understand 
that had the cruise of the Otto been a month or six weeks earlier, the 
proportion of nursing cows in a catch would be still greater than that 
herein exhibited. 


Waste of life. 


Superiority of In- 
dian spear. 


Females feeding. 


ROBERT H. McMANUS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of March, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Thorwal Mathasan, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 
Victoria, British Columbia, ss: 
Thorwal Mathasan, being duly sworn, deposes and says: My name is 
Thorwal Mathasan; my age is 359 years; occupation, 
seaman; I reside at Victoria, British Columbia. LI went Experience. 
sealing in 1891 in the Oscar and Hattie, Gault, master, 
as a boat-puller, from Victoria, British Columbia; sealed ,,Qsar and Hattie, 
up to the last of January; we had six boats and one 
stern boat, with three men to each boat and two men with the stern 
boat; we used shotguns and rifles, and sealed along the west coast to 
the Bering Sea. We caught over 1,000 seals off the 9.404 on coast 
coast, most all females, and a great number of them had mostly females, a 
young pups in them. We generally tried to kill them 87°" part being preg- 
while asleep in the water, but fired at everything 
that come around us. A ood many would sink when we shot them 
and would go down like a stone and were lost, and nearly all the 
wounded ones would get away. Those that we would kill we would 
try to get up to them before they would sink and get them with the 
gaff hook, but we could not get many that way. We 
carried two gaff hooks to each boat. It takes anywhere 
from one to twenty shots on the average to secure a seal, and, I think, 
we got about three out of five that we killed, but we may not have got 
as many, for poor hunters wouldn’t get more than one out of five. 
Entered Bering Sea in July and was chased out by the cutters. Did 
not catch any seals in the American watersinthe Bering ,, 
ering Sea; time of 
Sea, but went over across on the Russian side and entering. 
sealed there. The whole catch for that year was about 
1,500 seals. Those that we killed on the Russian side 
was about in the same proportion as to females as those killed on this 
side. I know of no place on the coast where the seals ..4, ao not haul 
haul upon the land. I think the seals are not so plen- upon coast. 
tiful on the coast as last year. aROCReASG: 
I went sealing again on the 28th of January, 1892, in the same ves- 
sel, Captain Gault. Went down to the Yaquina Bay. 
On the 17th of February one of our small boats cap- ,,0%47 an@ Hattie, 
sized and we lost the captain, three hunters, and one ~ 
sailor. We went into the Yaquina and got a new captain and went 
down to Clayquot and completed our crew and went out sealing again, 
off the coast, and returned to Clay quot the forepart of April; then 
I left the vessel. Our whole catch was 33 seals during 
the voyage the three months we were out. Seals 
dict not seem to be near as plentiful as last year. CeT ake: 
TH. MATHASAN. 
fee porbod and sworn to before me on this 22d day of April, A. D. 
» 
[SHAL. } Levi W. MYERs, 
United States Consul, 
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Deposition of John Morris, sealer (mate and master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 
Victoria, British Columbia, ss: 

John Morris, being duly Sworn, deposes and says: My age is 34 

years, my occupation seaman, and my residence is 
Experience. Victoria, British Columbia. I have had six years’ ex- 
perience in sealing, both in the North Pacific and the 
Bering Sea. In February, 1882, I went sealing from Victoria, British 
Columbia, in the schooner Onward, McCoy, master. I 
shipped as mate. We had sixteen canoes, all manned 
by Indians—two Indians toeach boat. The Indians used spears while 
hunting seals. We began sealing off Cape Flattery; sailed and sealed 
= to the northward, and captured about 800 seals along 
nailerity taken pres- the coast. There were not over ten males in the whole 
lot. The females had pups in them and we cut them 
out of their mothers and threw them overboard into the ocean. They 
secured about all of the seals they speared. We returned to Victoria, 
British Columbia, about the last of June. 

Abowt the last of April, 1883, I sailed from Victoria on a sealing 
voyage in the Onward, Morris, master. We had eight- 
een canoes, all manned by Indians, two to each canoe. 
They used spears aS weapons and captured about 400 seals while I was 

Pupantremares OL her. They were all females with pup excepting 
taken. the yearlings, which were about one-half male and one- 

‘Aifrea Adame. half female. I left the Onward at Clayquot Sound 
and joined the Alfred Adams and returned to Victoria, 
British Columbia, on account of sickness of the owner and master. 

About the 1st of January I sailed as master of the Alfred Adams 
on a sealing voyage; we had about eighteen canoes, 
with two Indians to each canoe; they hunted with 

Spears and captured about 750 skins along the coast. 
tay resent females Al] the seals captured were pregnant females except 
the yearlings. We returned to Victoria about the last 
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Onward, 1882. 


Onward, 1883. 


Alfred Adams, 1884. 


of June, 1884. 

In February, 1885, I sailed from Victoria, British Columbia, on the 
schooner Seventy-six, Potts, master. We had three 
boats and three men to each boat; had a white crew. 
We began sealing off Cape Flattery and caught about 20 seals, all of 

All taken promnant Which were pregnant females. We used rifles and shot- 
aken pregnant : ° 5 : 
females. guns in hunting the seals. We returned to Seattle in 
the month of June. Prior to this I had never been in 
Benne Sankcieeisss, the Bering Sea, and with but few exceptions sealing 
vessels did not visit those waters. 

In the month of February, 1887, I sailed from Victoria, British -Co- 
lumbia, in the schooner Black Diamond, I, Morris, mas- 
ter. We had twenty-four canoes, each manned by two 
Indians. The Indians used spears in hunting the seals. 
They lost very few of the seals they speared. We captured on this 
trip about 900 seals, but did not enter the Bering Sea. We returned 
to Victoria, British Columbia, in June. The seals are more shy now 
than formerly, because they have been hunted so unmercifully with 
guns. Seals are scarcer now than in former years. 
With the present increasing fleet of sealing vessels the 

Protection neces- Seal herd will soon become exterminated unless some 
ge restrictions are placed upon pelagic sealing. 


Seventy-siz, 1885. 


Black Diamond, 
1887. 


Decrease. 
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Pelagic sealing in the North Pacific Ocean should not be permitted 
for at least six weeks after the females have given birth ¢)).. season suc. 
to their young. gested. is 


JOHN MORRIS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 22d day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. ] Levi W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of Morris Moss, furrier, and vice-president Sealers’ Association 
of Victoria. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
City of Victoria, ss: 

Morris Moss, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I have resided in 
British Columbia thirty years. Since 1880 have made 
my home in Victoria, British Columbia. My occupa- 
tion is that of purchasing raw furs. Of late years raw fur-sealskins 
have been the principal furs handled by me. I have bought from 
10,000 to 20,000 per year, and am vice-president of the ..4..,; # 

Ae 5 ; A Soe. = 5 é g, industry be- 
Sealers’ Association of Victoria, British Columbia. ginning and devélop- 
The sealing industry, as regards British Columbia, ™™ 
started in about 1872; at that time Indians only were employed to do 
the killing, which was done by spearing. The fleet was small, not 
numbering over half a dozen vessels, and the trade was inthe hands of 
three or four men. In 1885 the American schooner 
San Diego, of San Francisco, entered the Bering Sea, 
and after taking about 2,200 sealskins brought them to Victoria and 
sold them. This gave impetus to the trade and the following year Vic- 
toria schooners entered the sea. New vessels were subsequently added 
to the fleet and other firms embarked in the business. 
In 1886 three Victoria vessels were seized, since which 
time there has been trouble over the Bering Sea sealing industry. 
Since that time the fleet has been gradually increasing until now. Pre- 
vious to this time (1886) but few white hunters were employed and the 
Indian hunters used spears only. By so doing they - 
secured all the seals struck, and did not scare the ,,Sppars. supplanted 
balance; of late years, however, all the Indians carry es 
and use shotguns in addition to their spears. About fifty-six schooners 
have cleared from Victoria this spring. Thirty of them carry white 
hunters and the balance Indians. 

There are two great herds, or armies, of fur-seals that frequent the 
North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea. They are quite 
distinct from each other and do not intermingle. The 
one army appears off the coast of California in the lat- 
ter part of December and gradually work their way northward and 
are joined by others coming, apparently, from mid ocean. They appear 
to travel in two columns, the outer column containing an army only of 
bulls, and the inner one mostly cows and yearlings. These columns 
are not continuous schools of seals, but rather small parties scattered 
along. The column traveling along the British Columbia coast head 
for the Pribilof Islands; their natural breeding ground. The other 


Experience. 


San Diego, 1883. 


Seizures in 1886. 


Habits. 
Migration. 
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army proceeds along the Japanese coast, and head for the Commander 
and Robben islands. I believe the seals always return 

ginten Setling Pe to the place of their birth. Schooners with white hunt- 
ers commence to seal soon after the new year; they 

go south to meet them and follow them up along the coast. Schooners 
employing Indians do not start so soon, it being difficult to induce the 
Indians to break up their regular feasting and dancing. Schooners gen- 
: erally enter Bering Sea about the first week in July. 
guntering Bering The percentage of yearlings or gray pups taken on the 
coast is much greater than that taken in the Bering 

Li entage of year- Sea, The percentage on the coast averages from 6 to 
= 12 per cent, while the percentage of those taken in 
Bering Sea will not exceed 2 or 3 per cent. The seals taken by 
schooners do not bring in the London market more than 
one-half realized by the lessees of the Pribilof Islands. 
The reason for this is the Company’s are all young bulls 
and are killed by being clubbed on the head, while those killed by the 
schooners are of all kinds and sizes, and are perforated with shot; con- 
nee _ sequently are not perfect skins. I believe the majority 

fajority taken in ° 5 . 

Bering Sea nursing Of Seals captured by white hunters in Bering Sea are 
dala females in search of food. I can not say how many 
seals are killed and wounded, but there is no doubt that green hunt- 
ers lose many, while those more experienced in the busi- 
ness lose fewer. 
It is generally conceded that the Indian hunters in the use of the 
spear Seldom lose one they kill or wound. I have no 
doubt in my own mind that unless some restrictive 
measures are taken, the seals will either be eventually 
exterminated or become so scarce it will not pay to hunt them. The 
fleet has increased greatly in the last few years, and will continue to 
do so as long as there is money in the business. 

It is very important that if the fur-seal is to be preserved it must be 
protected from indiscriminate slaughter in the open sea, or it will soon 
be exhausted. I would suggest that either schooners - 
should not be allowed to approach within a radius of 
50 miles of the breeding grounds, or else they should 
not be allowed to enter the sea until the female has had proper time to 
give birth to her young, and to give it nurse until such time as the 
young seal is able to exist without it, say the Ist day of August. This 
is the general opinion of prominent owners of schooners who have given 
an unprejudiced opinion upon that subject. 


Prices of pelagic 
skins. 


Waste of life. 


Protection neces- 
gary. 


Suggests a zone or 
a close season. 


Morris Moss. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 23d day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.] LEvi W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of Will Parker, sealer (hunter). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 
Victoria, British Columbia, ss. 


Will Parker, being duly sworn, deposes and says: My age is 40 years, 
residence and citizen of Victoria, British Columbia; 


ieeperiente: occupation, hunter. I went sealing in 1890 in the Wal- 
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ter Rich, Capt. Cooper, master. Left Victoria in Jan- 
uary and went off the coast of Lower California and 
commenced sealing, working our way up the coast, following the herd 
towards Bering Sea. I left the vessei at Victoria in 
April, because she changed her flag from American to 
British. She carried six boats and astern boat. The hunters were all 
half-breeds except myself. We had caught but very few seals, and 
when Lleft her we had only about fifty skins. We got 
a little too far down the California coasi and got out of 
the run of seals, and for twenty-one days saw none whatever. 

In 1889 I sailed as hunter in the. British steamer Ariel, Buckner, 
master. Left Victoria the latter part of January and 
commenced sealing about 30 miles off the Columbia ; 
River and sealed along the coast towards Bering Sea, , Pormg Seas timeof 
arriving there about the middle of July. We were all 
white hunters and used shotguns and rifles and caught 
about 500 before entering Bering Sea. In the Bering Sea we hunted 
around the fishing banks and so far off the seal islands that we seldom 
saw land. We caught a great many seals on what is called Southwest 
Bank about 100 miles from Unalaska, and I think it 
is more than 100 miles from the Pribilof Islands. We AO Say eat 
caught about 1,100 in the Bering Sea, and our whole jaan. 
catch for that season was about 1,700. 

In 1888 I sailed as hunter and interpreter in the British schooner 
Alfred Adams, Worth, master. She had Indian hun-3 
ers and carried ten canoes of 2 men each. They used 
spears and shotguns. I joined down the coast, at San Juan, in May. 
Hunted off Cape Flattery for about a month, and when it was stormy 
we would run to harbor, for Indians do not like to stay 
out when it blows. We caught about 300 seals off the ,,,Gatch Of coast and 
coast, and landed them at Victoria in June, and then : 
started direct for Bering Sea; ran into a school of seals at Portlock 
Bank, off coast of Alaska, and caught between 300 and : : 
400. We went through Unamak Pass the 4th of July itering So time of 
and sealed in those waters until about the 14th of Au- ji 
gust, at which time we left the sea and came to Victoria. Caught only 
about 700 seals while in the sea, for it was a stormy ; 
bad season. We caught most of the seals that were den from 0 to. d0railes 
taken by our vessel in Bering Sea from 30 to 60 miles ‘°™ thetslands. 
off to the southwest of St. Paul Island. 

In 1887 I sailed from Victoria as hunter and interpreter in the British 
schooner Ada, Gordon, master. She carried seven ca- 
noes and one boat, and Indian hunters, who used spears. 
She left Victoria the latter part of April and made one trip out for 
three days, when a storm drove us back into harbor. 

We caught 395 seals in the two days and a half that st cateh- 

we were out; caught them about 35 miles west of Cape Flattery. Fit- 
ted out and left the coast for Bering Sea the 26th of June and went 
direct to Unamak Pass. The weather was bad and we did not stop to 
seal, and only saw a very few seals. We entered Ber- 5. o. timoof 
ing Sea the 16th of July and sealed off Akatan Pass ontering; vessel and 
until we were seized by a revenue cutter on the 25th 78° seized. 

of August with 1,897 skins on board, and all caught in Bering Sea. 

In 1886 and 1885 I did not go hunting. In 1884 and 1883 I sailed as 
cook on the British schooner Thornton, Nelse, master. Thornton, 1883 and 
She carried Indian hunters and did not go into Bering 1+ 


Walter Rich, 1890. 


Change of flag. 


Coast catch. 


Ariel, 1889. 


Coast catch. 


Alfred Adams, 1888. 


Ada, 1887. 
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Sea, but sealed off the coast. The Indians used spears and sometimes 
would have an old musket. There was hardly ever a sealing schooner 
that went to Bering Sea during these years or prior to 
Bering Seabeforeiass, 1885, and there were only four or five that sailed from 
here in the sealing business, and these carried Indian 
crews, who hunted with spears and seldom went far from the coast. 

In 1882 and 1881 I sailed as cook in the British schooner Onward, 
McCoy,master. Shecarried Indian hunters and sealed 
along the coast. Did not go into Bering Sea. Seals 

. were almost exclusively taken on the coast during these 

n those days seals : 
taken almost exclu. Years and by Indian hunters, armed by spears. I do 
eee eet and not know of any sealing schooner that went to the 

Bering Sea until Captain McLean went there about nine 

Hgnorite, years ago in the Favorite. Indians were the principal 
hunters until about six years ago, and they scarcely ever used anything 
but spears and would save most all the seais they killed, but since it 
has become the practice to hunt seals with guns a good many are killed, 
wounded, and lost. Green hunters bang away and 
wound more than they kill and will shoot six or seven 
before they get one, and sometimes more. Good hunters will do much 
better. I used to get most of the seals I killed, but I have killed five 
dead in succession and lost the whole of them. A 
female seal will sink much quicker after she has given 
birth to her young than before. We are more sure of getting a sleep- 
ing seal than one that is breeching. 

My observation on this coast is, that the young seals are nearest to 
Jand and the cow seals have a course some farther out. The bulls are 
still farther out and much more scattered and shy. The seals lay 
around off the coast of California and north of there 
until early in February, when they commence to work 
Slowly along up the coast and enter Bering Sea in June and July. 
Their habits in this respect are well known to the hunters. The catch 

_, along the coast for the last six or seven years, since 

pale fects pe the rifle and shotgun have come into use, is principally 

females and the grown ones have pups in them. The 

catch of young seals is much less in proportion to the number caught 

than they were when Indians used to take them by spearing. I have 

cut the young seal out of its dead mother and kept it alive for several 

weeks by feeding it on milk, but it would eventually die. I have 

known them to live days without eating anything. I have put pups 

cut out of dead seals to the breast of dead female seals when milk was 
running out of their teats, but they would not touch it. 

The seals taken in Bering Sea are nearly all grown. We get but 
very few young seals. I think we catch in Bering Sea 
more males in proportion to females than we do on the 
coast. We catch a good many females in Bering Sea 
that have given birth to their young on the islands and were in milk. 

Nursing cowstaken | have caught plenty of cow seals in milk a hundred 
100 miles or more from Niles or more from the islands, but seldom get any 
‘slants: that have a pup in them in those waters. Seals were 

Tachhase. ~ much less in numbers off the coast in 1890 than they 

were about 1885. They have either been destroyed or 
driven off. We had no trouble in making a season on the coast, 
weather permitting, of from 700 to 1,300, and now 500 is a good catch. 


Onward, 1881 and 
1882. 


Waste of life. 


Seals sinking. 


Migration. 


Kind taken in Ber- 
ing Sea. 
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Since the use of rifles and shotguns have become common seals are 
much less in numbers and are more shy and timid. 
They ought to be prohibited from killing seals in the ,,r7tectiom neces: 
water for a few years at least, or there will not be 
enough left to make them worth hunting. 

WILLIAM PARKER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 22d day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. | Levi W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of Charles Peterson, sealer (boat-puller). 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
City of Victoria, ss: 

Charles Peterson, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 356 years 
old and am by occupation a seafaring man; my resi- 
dence is Victoria, British Columbia. In April, 1886, I 
went seal hunting from Victoria in the schooner Moun- ai ' 
tain Chief, Jacobson, master. Our schooner carried yea" Ch 
ten canoes, each manned by two Indians, who hunted Zig 
with spears. We began sealing off Cape Flattery and — S¢!ng off coast. 
captured about 500 seals along the coast, most all of 
which were females and yearlings. We did not cap- 
ture over 50 males, all told, on this voyage, and returned to Victoria in 
July. 

In the spring of 1887 I went on a sealing voyage from Victoria, as a 
boat-puller, in the schooner Alfred Adams, Dyre, mas- 
ter. She carried one stern boat and two Indian canoes. 
We had a white crew, but the canoes were manned by two Indians 
each. We began sealing off Cape Flattery and sealed 
right up towards the Bering Sea, capturing 16 seals 
along the coast, all of which were femaies with pup. Females taken. 
We entered the Bering Sea about the 15th of August 
through the Unimak Pass and captured therein 1,404 
seals, most of which were cowsin milk. On that voyage 
we caught female seals in milk over 80 miles from the rookeries, where 
they had left their young. Our best hunters would 
secure half of the seals shot, but the poorest ones 
would not get more than one out of twenty, the average being one 
secured out of five killed. 

I have seen the deck almost flooded with milk while we were skin- 
ning the seals. Itisimpossible to distinguishthemale = 
seal from the female when they are in the water ata ,,)S¢x mdistinguisha- 
reasonable gunshot distance. About 90 per cent of — 
all the seals we captured in the water were female seals. | Ninety per cent fo- 
After remaining in the sea about fifteen days our ves- hte 
sel was seized and we returned to Victoria. Mepsel seized: 

In April, 1890, I went sealing in the Minnie, Jacob- 
son, master. She carried fourteen canoes, manned with 
Indians, two Indians with each canoe, who used spears. We caught 


Experience. 


Females taken. 


Alferd Adams, 1887. 


Sealing off coast. 


Entered Bering Sea. 


Pregnant females. 


Waste of life. 


Minnie, 1890. 
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350 seals along the coast, all of which were females 
excepting 20. We returned to Victoria in June. 

In January, 1891, I left Victoria on a sealing voyage 
in the schooner Minnie, Dillon, master. We carried 
two boats manned by white men and ten canoes, each manned by two 

Indians, who used shotguns. We captured 250 female 
tar resmant females seals with pup on the coast and then returned to Vic- 

toria, after which we sailed again in a short time on 
the same vessel with the same crew for the North Pacific Ocean and 
Bering Sea, capturing about 250 female seals while en route to the Bering 
Sea also a few male yearlings. We entered the sea 
and secured about 10 seals, all of which were females 
in milk. After remaining there ten days we started back to Victoria. 

The practice of taking seals in the water before they have given 

ee ee birth to their young is destructive to seal life, waste- 

sary. ful, and should be prohibited. Seals do not haul out 

upon the land along the coast and give birth to their 

cong, OY Be! UP = ~young; nor do they breed on the kelp. If ever there 

: was such an occurrence it must have been a premature 

birth caused by some accident to the female seal and would result in 
the death of her young. 

Previous to 1885 only two or three sealing vessels had ever gone to 

the Bering Sea to hunt seals and the sealing from Vic- 
fon plastic sealing toria prior to 1886 was confined to the coast, and the 
ormerly. : 5 

crews were Indians who hunted with spears. Seals 
were caught by them with spears and but few were 
lost; but since the shotgun has come into use a great 
many are destroyed and lost. 


Females taken. 


Minnie, 1891. 


Entering Bering Sea. 


Waste of life. 


C. PETERSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 23rd day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.] Livi W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of Edwin P. Porter, sealer (boat-steerer). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 
Victoria, B. C., ss: 


Edwin P. Porter, being duly sworn, deposes and says: My age is 25 
years; residence, Victoria, British Columbia; occupa- 
tion, seaman and seal-hunter. I went out sealing as 

mecrcuan es AGA: boat-steerer on the British schooner Penelope, Captain 
Steel, master; I think it was in the year 1888 when I went in her. 
She had five boats and white hunters. They used 
shotguns and rifles, shotguns chiefly. We left Victoria 
about the last of January and cruised along the California and Oregon 
coast and caught about 1,000 seals before we entered 
Bering Sea. We entered the sea about the first week 
in July and caught about 1,100 more. We left the sea about the latter 
part of September. We caught some off the Copper Island, but most 
of them were taken from 30 to 100 miles south and southwest of the 
Pribilof Islands. 


Experience. 


Sealing off coast. 


Entered Bering Sea. 
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In 1889 I went as boat-steerer on the British schooner 
Ariel, Capt. Rucknam, master. She had six boats and 
four canoes. Carried both white and Indian hunters. White hunters 
used shotguns and rifles. Indians used spears chiefly. We left Victo- 
ria in February and sealed over about the same course as the year 
before and entered the Bering Sea in July. We took 
about 500 skins before entering the sea and caught 
about 1,600 more around the southwest banks, from 30 to 75 miles from 
St. Paul Island. We were ordered out of the sea about 
the Ist of September by the revenue-cutter Rush. 

In 1890 I did not go sealing. 

In 1891 I sailed as boat-steererin the British schooner 
Umbrina, Captain Campbell, master. She carried seven 
boats and had white hunters, who used shotguns andrifles. Left Vic- 
toria in March and sealed along the coast. I left her 
before she went into the sea. Her whole season’s 
catch was about 900, but do not know what portion of them she caught 
before entering Bering Sea. This year I went as boat-steerer in the 
British steamer Thistle. She had six sealing boats and 
~ two whaling boats, and carried white hunters, with shot- 
guns and rifles. She left Victoria in February and sealed off the Cali- 
fornia coast. I left her in March. She had only 79 et i 
skins. Sealing off coast. 

My experience in four years sealing is that nearly all 
the seals taken along the coast are pregnant females, Neatly all pregnant 
and it is seldom that one of them is caught that has j 
not a young pup in her. In the forepart of the season the pup is small, 
but in May and June, when they are taken off the Queen Charlotte 
and Kodiac Islands the unborn pup is quite large, and we frequently 
take them out of the mothers alive. I have kept some of them alive 
for six weeks that were cut out of their mothers, by feeding them con- 
densed milk. The seals we captured in Bering Sea _. 
were fully 80 per cent females that had given birth to ,,nifnty per cent 
their young. A fact that I often noticed was that their 
teats would be full of milk when I skinned them, and I have seen them 
killed from 20 to 100 miles from the seal islands. We 
try to kill the seal while sleeping on the water, butalso po. %¢p 40 Miles 
shoot at them when they are breaching. 

An ordinary hunter will lose about four out of every six he kills. 
Some do not do near as well, while others do better. 
The percentage of loss to those killed is less on the 
evast than it is in the Bering Sea, for the seals are more fat and do not 
sink as quick, but a great many are wounded and lost. The Indians, 
when they use the spears, lose but very few. They get up close to the 
sleeper and scarcely ever miss getting it. I know of eof ete eee 
no place on the coast where seals come up to land, and coast. ee 
I am positive there is none. Seals are not near as 
plentiful as when I went out in 1888, and I believe the Decrease. 
decrease is due to their being hunted so much with 
shotguns and rifles. 


Ariel, 1889. 


Entered Bering Sea. 
Ordered out. 
Umbrina, 1891. 


Sealing off coast. 


Thistle, 1892. 


Waste of life. 


EDWIN P. PORTER. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me on this 22d day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.] Levi W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 
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Deposition of William Short, sealer (boat-puller). 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, 
City of Victoria, ss: 
William Short, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 26 years old 
and reside at Victoria, British Columbia and am by 
experience: occupation a painter. On January 14,1890, I sailed as 
a boat-puller from Victoria, British Columbia, on the 
British sealing schooner Maggie Mac, Dodd, master. She 
carried six sealing boats that were manned by three white men each, who 
used breechloading shotguns and rifles. We began sealing off Cape 
Mendocinoand sealed south as far as Farallone Islands, 
thence north toward the Bering Sea. We captured 1,120 
seals on the coast before entering the sea. On the 12th of July we 
entered the sea through Unimak Pass. Lowered the 
boats on the 13th and captured about 2,095 seals in 
those waters, and then returned to Victoria on the 19th of September. 
In July, 1891, I sailed out of the port of Victoria, British Columbia, 
asa hunter onthe British sealing schooner Otto, O’Reily, 
master. She carried one stern boat, manned with three 
white men. We proceeded up the coast for the purpose of procuring our 
Indian erew of sealers. Failing in this we returned to Victoria on the 
_ Ist of August. While eruising along the coast our 
mostly pregnant fe- nrincipal catch was female seals with pup, the balance 
being principally yearlings, abouthalf male and female. 
In some instances we ran upon schools of seal and shot five or six, all 
of which would be lost; in other instances we would 
secure about one-half of those wounded. One half of 
all seals shot on the coast are lost. 
I do not know of any place on the coast where the seals haul out upon 
the land to breed; nor do I know of any instances where 
cong Dot haul uP en the seals give birth to their young on the kelp. Fully 
Mostly pregnant 90 per cent of all seals secured by us in the Bering Sea 
females taken. . : “47 
were cows, in milk. We seldom captured a bull, one 
of which we shot over twelve times, and afterwards it escaped. There 
are not so many Seals lost in the Bering Sea as there are on the coast. 
We caught seals all the way from 50 to 250 miles from the rookeries, on 
the Pribilof Islands. We caught female seals, in milk, near the 72 Pass, 
he inthe Bering Sea. The 72 Pass is about 230 miles from 
abs the Pribilof Islands. I noticed a decrease in the num- 
ber of seals off Cape Flattery when there in 1891, as compared with 
the other season. In my opinion, it is a shame to kill the female seal 
before she has given birth to her young. Pelagic seal- 
eth caste sealing de- ing in the North Pacific Ocean before the middle of 
June is very destructive and wasteful and should be 
inetiseriminate Kill: stopped; seal hunters shoot all seals that they can, 
= because they are paid so much a skin, whether large 
Sex indistinguish- or small, male or female. It is impossible to distin- 
able in water. ° 
guish the sex of the seal in the water, except the old 
Protectionunneces- ones. I think pelagic sealing in the sea should be pro- 
acl hibited until such a time as the pup may have grown 
to the age at which itimay be able to live without nurse from its mother. 
W. SHORT. 


MaggieMae, 1890. 


Sealing off coast. 


Entered Bering Sea. 


Otto, 1891. 


Waste of life. 
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Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 23d day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
|SEAL.| Livi W. MYERS, 
United States Consul. 


Deposition of Fred Smith, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Fred Smith, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Was born at and 
reside in Victoria. Have been a seal-hunter for the 
last three years on the Winifred, Sea Lion, and Mascot, 
British schooners, and the American schooner Challenge. ae ee 
Have hunted sealin Bering Sea and the Pacific Ocean, °° 'a""#?- 
Have seen and taken seal off Cape Flattery in March. They are con- 
stantly advancing up the coast. I followed them into 
Bering Sea where they arrive about July Ist. Always 
use a shotgun exclusively for taking seal. I think about one-third 
of the seal shot with shotgun are lost. <A very large majority of the 
seal taken in the North Pacific Ocean are cows with Bo. 
pup, and the majority of seals taken in Bering Sea are, Najonty, taken are 
cows with milk. But avery tew yeariings are taken,and ~~ 
once in a while an old bullis taken. The male seal taken are between 
two and four years old. Hunters use no discrimination, Win ¥ i 
but shoot everything that comes near the boat. When ,.2scriminate Kill 
a seal has his nose out of water and you shoot him, he ~ 
will sink at once, and if you shoot a seal and he turns his nose out of 
the water, he will sink immediately and is hard to secure under those 
conditions. Have never known any pups to be bornin 
the water nor on the coast elsewhere than on the Prib- 
ilof Islands. Have never known any fur seal to haul] De not haul up ex. 

3 ‘i cept onPribilof Islands 
up on the land anywhere on the coast except on the 
Pribilof Islands. Ihave taken female seals 80 miles off the Pribilof 
Islands that were full of milk. If seal are not pro- 
tected in the North Pacific Ocean and given'a chance 
to raise their young, they must soon be exterminated, for most of the 
seal killed in the Pacific Ocean are cows with pup. 


Experience. 


Migration. 


No pelagic birth. 


Protection. 


F. SMrru. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 3d day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Joshua Stickland, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Joshua Stickland, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside in 
Victoria, British Columbia; I am by occupation a seal- 
hunter; have been in the business two years on the — Experience. 
British schooner Umbrina. First struck the seal off 
the Columbia River about February 1. Follow the seal up the coast 
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into Bering Sea, which they enter early in July. I use the shotgun ex- 
clusively for taking seal. About 25 per cent of seals 
shot are lost. Most of the seals taken are females with 

Moatly pregnant te: (pup. = Ou of 111 seals last year I killed but 3 bulls. 
Poets A very few yearlings have been taken by me. <A few 
male seal have been taken by me from 2 to 4 years old. Hunters use 
no discrimination, but shoot everything in shape of a seal that comes 
near the boat. Have never known or heard of pups 
being born in the water or on the land anywhere out- 


Do not haul up ex- gide of the Pribilof Islands. Have never known of fur 
cept on Pribilof Is- 


Migration. 


No pelagic birth. 


lands. seal hauling up on the land on the coast anywhere ex- 
tance rh ailes cept on the seal islands. Have killed cow seals that 
killed. ~ were full of milk over 40 miles from the Pribilof Islands. 


From May 1 to September 15 I think seal ought to be 
protected in Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean. 
If not they will soon be exterminated. 


Protection. 


JOSHUA STICKLAND. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1st day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, - 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of John A. Swain, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 
Victoria, British Columbia, 88: 


John A. Swain, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at Vic- 
toria, Br itish Columbia. I am aseaman by occupation 
and am 27 years old. I went sealing in May, 1891, as 
boat-puller in the steamer Thistle, Nicherson, master. 
She carried seven boats and one stern boat, all white crew, and three 
men to each boat. We began sealing off the Columbia 
River, and then sealed northward up the coast to 
Bering Sea, and captured about 320 seals in the North Pacific Ocean, 
most all females, and nearly all had young pups in 


Experience. 


Thistle, 1891. 


Sealing off coast. 


vregnant females 


taken. them. A great many seals are lost in hunting them 
by sinking before the boats can get to them, and a 
Waste of life. great many are badly wounded and escape. Our 


hunters used shotguns and lost a great many; I think 
Entered Bering Sea. We would save two out of five that we killed. We 
entered the Bering Sea in June through Seventy-two 
Pass and caught about 100 seals, when we were ordered out of the 
sea. They were all females that had given birth to 
their young. 
In February, 1892, I again shipped in the schooner Geneva, O’Lery, 
AON master; she carried seven boats and one stern boat, 
and three men to each boat; I was boat steerer. We 
commenced sealing as soon as we got outside of the cape, and captured 
= about 270 seals along up the coast. Most of the seals 
regnant females F 
taken. caught were pregnant females, and when we would 
skin them the milk would run outof them on the deck. 
Do not haul up on | am sure there is no place on the coast where they 
yeh haul out upon the land and give birth to their young, 


Only females taken. 
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nor do they give birth to their young on the kelp. I do not consider 
it right to kill the mother seal before she has given 

birth to her young pup; I do not think they should be as ees 
killed until six weeks after giving birth to their young. 

The hunter tries to shoot the seals in the head or through the heart. I 
left the vessel at Clayquot and arrived at Victoria on the 1st of April; 


the vessel is out now. 
JOHN A. SWAIN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 22d day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.] LEvi W. MYERs, 
United States Consul. 
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Deposition of A. B. Alexander, fishery expert on the U. 8. Fish Commis- 
sion steamer Albatross and United States revenue steamer Corwin. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Jefferson, ss: 

Personally appears before me A. B. Alexander, who, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says: I am 37 years of age, a citi- 
zen of Gloucester, Mass., and have been for six years 
and still am an employé of the U. S. Fish Commission as a fishery ex- 
pert, being detailed for service on the Fish Commission steamer Alba- 
tross. On March 29th I was detailed for temporary service on the 
United States revenue steamer Corwin, and am stillsoengaged. During 
my service on the Corwin I have cruised as far north as Yakutat Bay. 
I have visited, with but few exceptions, all the ports and native vil- 
lages from Dixon’s Entrance to and including Yakutat Bay. I have 
personally conversed with the Indians, owners of vessels, seal hunters, 
both native and white, and others engaged in the sealing business. I 
have been in canoes and boats, and personally observed the taking of 
seals by all methods practiced on this coast, and have thus sought to 
familiarize myself in every way with the aquatic habits of the seal, 
their habitat, method of capture, and all matters of interest connected 
with the sealing industry. 

There are two methods of taking seal in the water practiced on the 

Methods of hunt. HOrthwest coast; white men employ firearms exclu- 
ing. sively, while the native Indians generally use spears. 
The most expert of these spearmen are the Neah Bay 
Indians, and as seal hunters they surpass all others. 
An expert white hunter, even with the best of firearms, can not com- 
pete with them, for when he approaches a group of sleeping seals, all 
in close proximity to one another, he cannot expect to get more than 
one of the number. The noise of his gun will startle all others within 
a radius of a quarter of a mile or more, thereby destroying all chance 
of catching another seal asleep. It sometimes happens, however, that 
a skilled hunter will capture two or three out of a group, but such cases 
are exceptions rather than the rule. It is different with an Indian hun- 
ter who uses a spear; he silently approaches the sleeping victim and 
noiselessly hurls his spear at it with a deadly aim, and the only thing 
heard is the hard breathing and slashing of the seal as it fights for 
liberty. . 

The spear which the Neah Bay Indians use is double pronged, which 

in their handsis a formidable weapon. The shaft is 12 
and acti ption of spear feet long, and made of cedar; the prongs are hard wood, 
~ one 30 and the other 18 inches long, about 4 inches apart 


Experience. 


Indian method. 
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at the ends, and pointed. The prongs and shaft are scarped together 
and held in place by a serving of small cotton line. The long prong 
is a continuation of the shaft, but the short one projects off at a slight 
angle. The spearheads are made of bone and steel, with a single barb 
at the sides and a socket in the butt, into which the ends of the prongs 
are fitted In the middle of the spearhead is a hole, into which is bent 
a lanyard made of whale sinew, which is sewed with cotton twine to 
prevent it from chafing. To the lanyard is fastened the spear rope, 
which in early years was also made of whale sinew, or other durable 
material, but now cotton line is used as a substitute, it being much easier 
procured, and answers the purpose equally as well. The spearheads 
are held in position by the spear rope, which is hauled taut and fastened 
to a whalebone becket at the end of the shaft. In throwing the spear, 
two fingers of the right hand are placed over a small flat handle, the 
other hand acting as a rest upon which the spear is balanced. When 
the spear is thrown the long prong is held uppermost. The reason for 
this is that if it should pass over the back or head of the seal the short 
prong will be sure to strike it. As soon as a seal is struck the spear- 
heads slip from the prongs and the rope from the becket. No notice is 
taken of the shaft, as it can be picked up after the prize has been 
secured. 

As an illustration of this method of taking seals, I give in detail one 
of my experiences: On the afternoon of April 23d I went out in one of 
our canoes, managed by two Neah Bay Indians, father and son. The 
weather being pleasant and sea smooth, sail was set, and with the as- 
sistance of paddles we made good speed in a southwesterly direction. 
Two men usually go in a canoe; one handles a spear and the other a 
steering paddle. No great importance is attached to the man who 
steers, as it requires no special skill to keep the canoe on the course de- 
sired; but to the skill of the one who stands in the bow and throws the 
spear depends the success of the hunt, and if he should be so unfor- 
tunate as to miss several seals in succession his dusky partner in the 
stern thinks himself justified in using strong language. All seal- 
hunting canoes carry a small sprit-sail made of drilling, which can be 
set and taken in very quickly with little or no noise. Oars and paddles 
are both used; the former when a long passage is to be made, the lat- 
ter when among seals. The spearman always keeps a lookout for seals, 
and stands upon one of the forward thwarts, with one hand resting 
against the mast to steady himself. In this position he commands a 
good view on either side and ahead. It is not to be understood, how- 
ever, that the man in the stern keeps no watch, for his eyes are ever on 
the alert, but his lower position prevents him from seeing any great 
distance. As soon as a seal is sighted the sail is taken in, rolled up, 
and placed where it can not make a noise by thumping against the side 
or on the thwarts. The gaff and killing club are placed in a handy posi- 
tion, and the spear examined to see if everything about it is strong and 
in good working order. If the seal is some distance away both the men 
paddle, but if close by only the hunter at the stern paddles, the diree- 
tion being indicated by a wave of the hand from the man in the bow. 

Silently the sleeper is approached, all unconscious of its danger. If 
the coveted prize should show signs of uneasiness, no risk is taken, and 
the hunter throws his spear when within 40 or 50 feet of it. He seldom 
misses the mark even at this distance, but will always approach nearer 
if possible. At the end of an hour we saw our first seal about a quarter 
of a mile ahead. The canoe was kept off under its lee, the sail taken 
in, and everything put in readiness for action. Cautiously we paddled 
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towards the prey, care being taken not to make the slightest noice. 
We had approached within about 40 feet when the seal began to grow 
restless, as if it was dreaming of danger. The hunter stood braced, spear 
in hand, and with true aim he hurled it with all his force at the sleep- 
ing object. In an instant the scene of repose was changed into one of 
intense excitement and pain. With a jump the seal instantly disap. 
peared below the surface, but not to escape, for when once a spear be- 
comes fastened to an object it seldom pulls out. Soon it came up to 
breathe and renew its desperate struggle for liberty. It stood inthe water 
facing us, with its body half exposed as if taking in the situation, and 
with a kind of low, piteous growl, as though it realized its end was near, 
it renewed the contest. Itfoughtmadly, diving, jumping, and swimming 
with great speed, first in one direction and then in another, sometimes 
on one side of the cance and then on the other, the Indian all the time 
holding on to the spear rope, trying to draw the seal near the canoe so 
as to strike it on the head with the killing club. In its frantic efforts to 
escape it bit at the line several times, but soon abandoned the idea of 
gaining its freedom in such a manner and again resorted to jumping 
and diving. The loss of blood soon caused it to grow weak, and after 
a fight, which lasted perhaps five minutes, it ceased to struggle alto- 
gether, and was hauled to the side of the canoe and dispatched with 
the club. F 

In a few minutes another seal was observed asleep a short distance 
away; again sail was taken in and the same precautionary means used 
as before. This individual was approached within 25 feet, and so good 
a mark was it that the spear was driven nearly through the body. It 
died almost immediately, and from the time it was struck until it was 
landed in the bottom of the canoe did not occupy more than three 
minutes. 

We had not proceeded far on our course when two seals were sighted 
close together. They were so near each other that it was impossible 
to spear one without waking the other, so the larger one of the two was 
selected. As soon asit was struck, the other awoke, and with a few 
jumps was out of danger, leaving its companion to perish alone. We 
soon found that this seal was going to make a hard fight and would 
probably give us no little trouble. It jumped and dived in quick suc- 
cession, pulling at the spear rope with sufficient force to move the 
canoe about in a lively manner, and on two occasions the Indian who 
was “playing” it had to let go of the line altogether to save himself 
from being pulled overboard. This kind of work was very severe on 
the hands, but the Indian held on regardless of bleeding fingers. 
When the seal would come to the surface to breathe a little slack rope 
would be gathered in, only to be lost much quicker than gained. And 
so they fought; first the hunter and then the seal would have the ad- 
vantage of the situation, and, at the end of eight or ten minutes, the 
seal apparently was as fresh as When first strucx. It looked as if the 
fight might last for a considerable length of time, which of course did 
not suit the Indians. In order that there should be no mistake about 
the result of the fight, an old rifle was brought forth from the bottom 
of the canoe. Watching his opportunity when the seal was making 
one of its leaps, the hunter in the stern fired. He missed the mark 
twice, but these failures did not by any means prove him to be a poor 
shot, for a person who can hit a seal that is jumping wildly about in 
every direction at the end of a spear line is indeed a good marksman. 
A third shot, however, took effect, and the battle was decided. 

Close quarters evidently did not suit the seal, for it showed its teeth 
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in a very unfriendly manner, and on one occasion set them in the side 
of the canoe. This act was the only false movement the seal had made 
since the fight began, and it paid the penalty with its life; a rifle ball 
was put through its body and a club landed on its head at the same 
time. Upon examination, after being hauled into the boat, we found 
that the spear-head had passed thr ough its right flipper, which accounted 
for the long fight, as it could use its other flippers to good advantage. 

Prosperity has the same effect upon Indians as upon white men, and 
soon sail was made and a sharp lookout kept for others. .Two more 
were observed during the afternoon, one of which was captured very 
easily. The other was awake and came up a short distance away with 
a red rockfish in its mouth. This fact indicates that there are shallow 
spots in this vicinity (Lat. 58° 58’ north; Long. 141° 
7’ west) where seals feed. Indeed, it may be one of the 
favorite feeding grounds when in northern waters, for it has long been 
reported that many fishing banks exist on the Fairwe ather erounds. 
This was the last seal seen during the day by us. <A fresh breeze 
sprang up, accompanied by a short, choppy sea, and in consequence 
we were obliged to return to the ship, where we arrived about 6 p. m. 

In hunting seals the white men use an otter boat manned by three 
men—the hunter, boat-puller, and steerer. The favor- 
ite weapon is the shotgun, and rifles are but little used. 
The No. 10 Parker gun is preferred, and the usual 
charge is 5 drams of powder and twenty-one No. 2 buckshot. The 
seals are shot uuder any conditions in which they may be found, pro- 
vided they are in range. 

No discrimination is or can be used; everything is game that comes 
within range of the hunter’s weapon. From their 4, a..csminate kill 
habits in the water the seals are known as “‘jumpers” ing. : 
or “ breachers” when they are moving through the water, 
“yollers” when they are lying idle on the surface and — ‘Sumpers.” | 
moved by every wave, ‘“finners” when they are resting — wprgheness: 
and ‘finning” themselves with their fins, and ‘‘sleep- — ‘‘Finners.” 

ww? : : ; ‘‘Sleepers. 
ers” when they are asleep on the smooth water and can 
be approached to within close range. 

In sleeping, the seal’s head is to leeward and the steerer will endeavor 
to work the boat so as to approach from that direction and give the 
hunter an opportunity to shoot the seal in the back of the neck. When 
so shot they take longer to sink than when shot in the face; that is, if 
a seal bobs up in the water, its body being in a submerged and horizontal 
position, and if it be instantly killed by the shot it will at once sink. 
It is then that the 8 or 10 foot gaff is used to recover it. It has been 
my observation that the rapidity with which seals sink is influenced by 
several conditions. A pregnant female will sink less 
quickly than a male of equal size. Ifa seal be shot at 
a time when the air is well exhausted in the lungs it will sink more 
quickly than if killed when the lungs are inflated. If a seal is asleep 
and shot in the back of the head it will float for several minutes, thus 
enabling the hunter to secure it. 

I have noticed that the stomachs of the majority of seals captured, 
provided they were young females or immature males, were empty. 
While the stomachs of the old bulls were well filled as though prepar- 
ing themselves for the demand of the breeding grounds. 
Their diet was made up of salmon, red rockfish, and 
squi 
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The destructiveness to seal life by pelagic hunting is very great. 
The majority of seals killed are pregnant females, so 
that two lives are often sacrificed in securing one skin. 
This is true whether firearms or spears are used. In addition to this, 
the number of skins marketed does not represent thé number actually 
destroyed, for many are killed that are not secured, while others, though 
fatally wounded. still possess strength enough to escape their pur- 
suers. 7 

In studying aquatic seal life on the Northwest Coast, there has come 
under my observation another source of waste. That is, the destrue- 
tion of bulls that are fit for service upon the breeding 
grounds on the seal islands. While the injury to the 
herd from killing these males is, in general, not so great as that which 
arises from the killing of cows, nevertheless, the destroying of an ani- 
mal which has required six or seven years of life to prepare it to assist 
in the perpetuation of the species is a serious menace to the life of the 
herd. 

From my general knowledge of natural history, from my study of 
the habits of seals, as well as from the opportunities I have had to ae- 
quaint myself with the sources of destruction which are at work, IL 
firmly believe that pelagic sealing would not only ae- 
count for the diminution of the seal herd, butif contin- 
tinued the seals will inevitably be commercially destroyed. 

A. B. ALEXANDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of May, 1892. 
[SEAL. | H. L. BURKETT, 
Notary Public, Residing at Fort Townsend. 
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Deposition of Wilton C. Bennett, sealer (hunter). 
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Wilton ©. Bennett, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born 
at Neah Bay. I am 32 years old and have been a seal- 

Experience. hunter all my life in the North Pacific Ocean, and one 
season in Bearing Sea, always in the capacity of hunter. 

T have first seen and taken seal off Cape Flattery in March; have fol- 
lowed the seal up as far as Bartlett Sound, which they 
leave about June 1; have used a spear for taking seal 
all ny life, but when seal are wild sometimes used a shotgun. No seal 
were lost when struck with spear. About 40 per cent of seal shot with 
shotgun are lost and more when the rifie is used. Most 

Mostly cows taken. 477 the seals taken by me have been cows. I think 
cows sleep more and are more easily approached. Never killed but 
seven old bulls on the coast of Washington in my life, but have taken 
_ afew pups every year. The sex of the seal can not be 

gyn discriminate kill: told in the water; I shoot everything that comes near 
: the boat. Seal when shot dead sink very quick, and 
are hard to sec.re under those conditions. Seal are not as plentiful 
on the coast as they used to be. They have been de- 
creasing very fast the last few years. I think this is 
wets not born in caused by the indiscriminate killing in the water. I 
cept on Pribilof Is- have never known any seal pups to be born in the 
canes: water or on the coast anywhere, except on the Pribi- 
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lof Islands. Have never known seal to haul up on Ponot haul upany- 

the coast anywhere outside of the Pribilof Islands. hots, but om Fribi 

Most of the seal taken in Bering’Sea by me were cows 

with milk. Cows with milk have been taken by me , joo Cow? With 
100 miles from the Pribilof Islands. I think that all 
pealgic hunting should be stopped, so that seal would 
have a chance to increase. 


Protection. 


WILTON C. BENNETT. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of William Brennan, sealer (sailing master, boat steerer). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of King, ss: 

William Brennan, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 37 
vears of age; was born in London; am by occupation 
a seafaring man; and reside at Seattle, in the State Experience. 
ot Washington. I have spent the best years of my 
life in the close study of the denizens of the sea, including seals and the 
modes of capturing them, such as seafaring mei bestow upon matters 
in which they are interested participants. I first went to sea in No- 
vember, 1869, and have been connected with shipping matters for 
twenty-three years. Passing my examination as second mate in Lon- 
don in 1874, I went to Australia, thence to China and Japan, remaining 
in Japan several years. In April, 1881, I went as 
sailing master of the Dutch schooner Lottie, Ans Oster- 
son, master, to hunt otters and seals around the Kurile Islands. We 
arrived at Skotan about May, and hunted otters until the middle of 
September, then went back to Skotan to fill up with wood and water. 
Meeting two schooners there an agreement was made 
to work together and raid Robben Island for seals. The ,f2i on Robbin 
Lottie being old and unseaworthy, it was decided that 
she should remain in port and I should remain in charge of her and 
look after all skins. The Lottie’s captain, hunters, and best men of 
hercrew weredivided among the other schooners. They were away about 
six weeks, and came back with a good catch. 

We left the Lottie on the beach, and all arrived safely back in Japan. 
I was nine months on that voyage. 

In March, 1882, I shipped from Japan as first mate in the Russian 
schooner Nemo. She was fitted out for hunter, fishing, 
and trading, and carried 5 boats, a steam launch, 
2 canoes, and 32 men all told. We started for the Neva River in 
Saghalien. On arriving there I went on shore with an interpreter, 
and the schooner started for Kamchatka. I was to fish, or hire men to 
do so, prospect for minerals for two months (having permit papers to 
do so), and then devote my time to seals and their habits, with the idea 
of capturing them. In September I landed on Robben Island with 7 
Russian soldiers and remained fifteen or twenty days watching seals, 
and waiting for the Nemo to come, but she never came. The Russians 
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getting tired, we went back to the river, and I remained in that country 
until the next August, when I started back to Japan, arriving there in 
October. 

In 1884 [again went hunting from Yokohamain the German schooner 
Felix, Charles Sternberg, master. She carried three 
30-foot boats, 6 men to each boat, 5 Japs and a 
white man. In September, while lying at anchor with 2 other schoon- 
ers under Cape Patience, we were boarded by a Russian officer and 
armed seamen, who came from Robben Island in the guard schooner 
Leon, and all of our guns were taken from us and we were warned off. 

We went away, but came back in three weeks and 
rapid on Robben Ts- found the man-of-war guarding the island. Dodging 

around, we waited until she had gone, and the next 
night made a landing and a haul of over 500 good marketable skins. 

The next morning, being a few miles from the island, we sighted the 
man-of-war bearing down towards the island. We made all sail and 
got out of sight as quickly as possible, and returned to Yokohama in 
November. Having heard of seals being shot in the water on the 
Pacific side, I came over to test the matter. In 1886 I left Seattle on 
board the schooner Challenge, Douglas, master, to hunt 
seals off Cape Flattery, our headquarters being Clalam 
Bay, carrying 12 or 15 Indians with canoes, and re- 

Catch on Pacific mained sealing until the end of May, when I came 
eae back to Seattle, the charter being up, On that voy- 
age we captured about 300 fur-seals, 

In 1887 I went back to Japan. I left Yokohama on the English 
schooner Ada, Van Pelt, master, and brought her 
across to Victoria, British Columbia. We arrived in 
May and sailed in June with an Indian crew, making a six weeks’ 
cruise off the Vancouver coast, and capturing about 300 seals. Upon 
returning to Victoria, I left the vessel and went to Alaska. 

In 1889 I went as boat-steerer on the schooner 
Teresa, of Victoria, Lawrence, master, and put the 
season in at sealing. 

I have since followed the sea as sailing captain, pilot, and quarter- 
master on vessels sailing out of Victoria, British 
Columbia. In my opinion, fur seals born on the Cop- 
eae piepnt™ © per, Bering, or Robbin islands will naturally return to 

the rookery at which they were born. The same thing 
is true of those born on the St. Paul or St. George 
_ No seals ever met islands. No vessel, to my knowledge, has ever met a 
ee band of seals in midocean in the North Pacific. I 
have crossed said waters on three different occasions, and each time 
kept a close lookout for them. The greater part of 
eeuthplace of Seals the seals that we find in the North Pacific Ocean are 
born on the islands in Bering Sea. Most of them 
leave there in October and November. If the weather is mild, they 
stay longer, but when the snow falls they leave the rookery and take 
to the water. Here they swim around for some days, and if it grows 
milder and the snow melts a great many will haul up 
again, but if the weather remains very cold all leave 
and start for the south. 

The breeding cows and full-grown bulls leave first, the old bulls per- 
haps a month or more before the young males and cows. They travel 
along the coast, following the Japan stream on both sides of the Pacific 
Ocean, those from the Pribilof Islands on this side, and those from the 
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Commander Island on the Asiatic side. On the American side, some 
of them travel as far south as Lower California, and on the Asiatic side 
as far south as Japan and perhaps farther. On the American coast 
they are found as early as January off southern Cal- 
ifornia, in limited numbers, and are more plentiful ,.APpeatauce of Cal- 
further north later in the season. They gradually work 

towards the north, and about March are “bunching” oft Grays Harbor 
and the Columbia River, and are found in large numbers a little later 
about Cape Flattery and Vancouver Island. They are found close in- 
shore to 40 or 50 miles off. After June very few remain along the 
coast. A few stragglers may be seen about that time; the most of them 
start in earnest for the rookeries about that time, in the Bering Sea. 
The cows are at this time heavy with young, and are slow and sluggish. 

In May, the bull seals commence to haul up on the rookeries, and the 
cows come three or four weeks later. The bulls choose 
such ground as they mean to hold through the summer, 
fight savagely, and the strongest wins. Each has his 
own family, and should a stranger approach there is war. On the rook- 
eries one may see all classes of seals apart from each 
other, the bulls and breeding cows in one place and 
the young in another. The pups are born on the rook- 
eries, and remain with their mothers, living wholly upon their mother’s 
milk until they can go into the sea and care for them- 
selves. There is nothing on the beach for the old ones 
to eat, and they go several miles from the rookeries out to sea to 
obtain food. When the pups are born they can not 
swim and the mothers take them to the water’s edge, 
where one can see thousands paddling and struggling in 
the surf. The noise made by the mothers crying for their pups, and the 
bleating of the pups in-answer, make aconstant roar, The cowis3 years 
old before she bears young. The pups are about 45 days old before they 
can go into the water, but they nurse the mother as long as they stay 
on the island. They are called “ black” and “ gray” pups; black be- 
fore they shed their first coat and gray afterwards. As they grow 
older the gray turns darker, except upon the neck and head; but tho 
color of the hair does not affect the fur, which can be seen by parting 
it. The thickness and length of the fur determines 
the value of the skin. ‘They live on fish and seaweed, 
and if they are driven or hunted too hard on the islands are liable to 
migrate to some other place. If they are managed right they may be 
driven like sheep along the beaches. They do not run fast on shore, 
unless alarmed, when they give a man a good race to catch them. 

The people on the islands pick out the young males for killing. One 
blow over the nose crushes the skull and kills them. 
They are then skinned and the bodies are left on the 
field or eaten by the natives. Seal meat is very good eating, but rather 
dry, as the fat must be all cut away to make it eatable. The seals are 
found on St. Paul and St. George, and on Bering and 
Copper islands in Bering Sea. They are also in small 4,.V 90° Seals are 
numbers on Robbin Island in the Okhotsk Sea. Sey- 
eral years ago they were plentiful off Cape Horn, and about twenty- 
five years back I saw some near Cape. Good Hope, and also off New 
Zealand; but whether they are to be found there now [ do not know. 
The best skins come from Bering Sea, and the farther north the better 
the skins. When the seals are asleep on the water 
they lie on their backs with the fore flippers sticking 
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up and held close to the head. They always lay with the head toward 
the wind, the flippers being spread out and acting as sails to keep them 
steady in the water, making it hard for a boat to approach them when 
they are awake, because the noise of the oars is carried to them. If a 
boat comes upon them from the windward they will take the scent and 
dive, and if from leeward, they readily see it, and do the same. 

On the United States Pacific coast and Vancouver's Island, in fine 
weather, they are found, as I have said, 40 or 50 miles 
offshore; but during bad weather they approach nearer 
the coast. On the Japan coast, about November or 
earlier, depending on the weather, they are seen in great numbers among 
the islands off the Nemoro group, and I have also seen several off In- 
neboi-Saki, but do not know whether they are to be found off that coast 
in the spring or not. Steamers and schooners going north keep close 
inshore, and in returning too far off to see seals, provided they travel 
that coast, as [ believe they do, many having been shot off the Kurile 
Islands in the spring and summer months. 

Seven or eight years ago, when seals were hunted almost wholly by 
Indians with spears, a vessel hunting in the vicinity of Cape Flattery 
was sure of getting several hundred skins in about three months, from 
March to the end of May, but at the present time a vessel is doing well 
if she gets a much smaller number, because the skins bring much 
higher prices. The recordsof “catches” in the last three 
or four years will confirm any person who examines them 
in the belief that the seals are decreasing in the Pacific Ocean on the 
American side. I have no reason to doubt that it is the same on the 
Russian side. At present they are hunted vigorously, and with better 
methods than formerly. The hunters have had more experience and 
understand their habits better, but notwithstanding this the catches 
are decreasing off the coast. If a vessel hunts seals from January to 
May along the coast and pays expenses it does well at the present 

ena time, and very fewdo it. Nearly all would lose money 
cic deeb ta. if the hunting was confined to the Pacific Ocean, but 
they depend on the Bering Sea catch, where the seals 

are more plentiful and occupy a more limited space as a feeding ground. 

It is not easy to tell a bull seal from a cow, or either from a year-old 
pup, when they are in the water, and the hunters must 
shoot at all the seals they see. If they get them they 
are fortunate, for at the best many are lost. Some hunters rarely miss 
a Seal they fire at, but many are wounded, and a seal with a charge of 
bullets and buckshot in him must be in very vigorous health to recover. 
Some hunters never miss a seal during the season, but if others get one 
out of four they wound they are doing well. 

The work of seal hunting iscarried on about asfollows: The hunterand 

boat’s crew leave the vessel at daylight, usually carry- 

Hovlesic, sealing. ing one rifle and a shotgun, though some of them have 

two shotguns with about fifty rounds of ammunition 

for each gun. If a breeze is blowing they go under sail, or, if it is 

calm, the boat is rowed. The hunter has charge of the boat, no mat- 
ter if he is not an expert boatman. 

If a sleeping seal is seen, the boat is run within about 100 yards of 
it, and the sqil and mast are lowered with the least 
possible noise, as the seals are easily awakened. The 
boat steerer cautiously paddles toward him, being careful to keep to 
the leeward, and with ordinary care the boat can come within a few 
feet of him before he is aware of it; then, if the hunter is cool, the seal 
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is sure to be captured. Should the seal be only wounded, he will dive, 
unless hit in the flipper or nose. If he is not killed so dead as to be 
unable to dive, ten to one he will get away, for it is uncertain where 
he will come up, and the boat may be a long way from him when he 
reappears. Insuch ease the boat usually remains still, with boat puller 
and steerer standing ready to follow him as soon as he is seen; but he 
very often rises out of range and gets away. An experienced hunter 
and boat’s crew will get at least seventy-five per cent of ‘‘sleepers” and 
perhaps more; but the sleepers form but a small part of the seals hunted. 
The noise of firearms will awaken every seal within the distance of half 
a mile, and put it on the alert. The boats stay out until dark, if the 
weather is fine, and the five or six usually carried by a sealing vessel 
cover an area of five or ten miles on either side. 

If the seal is ‘“finning” the hunter will probably spend ten or a 
dozen rounds of ammunition, provided he wounds it 
with his first shot before he takes it in, which he often 
fails todo. If it is ““breaching”—that is, jumping clear 
of the water—the hunter will most likely try a rifle-shot 
at it, as there is a bare chance that he may hitit. If he wounds it and it 
escapes it is all the same to him, except that he has one less skin. 

To be a good hunter a man must be a crack shot on the start, and 
then it will take him at least two seasons to learn the : 
motions of the seal, so as to be considered an expert. 4,{hunter: qualifica- 
He must understand how to approach the seals under 
all circumstances so as not to arouse them, and must also have a good 
boat steerer, as a great deal depends on him. Perfect quiet must be 
kept in the boat, or the seal will be awakened; and the boat steerer 
must understand the seal’s habits as well as the hunter, in order to 
know where to head his boat and where to keep her. A crew new tc 
the business sometimes makes a good catch, but it is generally at the 
expense of a large proportion of seals that are killed and lost, or 
wounded and escape. The vessels engaged in the  geatineteet: sizect 
sealing business range from 15 to 150 tons burden, or vesels and equipmen: 
more, large vessels being in favor because they can T° 
carry more boats, with less expense in proportion to size, than the 
small ones. 

The principal ports from which sealing vessels sail are Victoria, 
British Columbia, San Francisco, Cal., Port Townsend, 

Wash., and Yokohama, Japan. The fleet from Vic- , Home ports of ves- 
toria comprises sixty vessels or more, and one will ~ 

travel the world over without finding better or faster schooners than 
some of them are. Next to Victoria in numbers comes San Francisco, 
all under the American flag. Yokohama formerly sent out twelve or 
thirteen vessels under different flags. I have seen vessels operating 
from that port flying the Dutch, German, French, Russian, American, 
English, and Japanese flags, engaged at otter and seal hunting. About 
Seven or eight vessels are from Puget Sound. The Victoria and Puget 
Sound fleet attends only to sealing, while the vessels from San Fran- 
cisco and Yokohama engage in otter-hunting and sealing combined. The 
vessels carry from one to seven boats each, and each boat except the one 
carried at the stern is manned by three men. In going upon the hunt 
the hunter stands forward, the boat puller sits in the center of the boat, 
and the boat steerer in the stern. The boats are from 18 to 20 feet 
long and carry usually two pairs of oats, three or more paddles, a short 
seal-club to kill the seal with (if he is alive when they get him along- 
side), a gaff with a long staff to hook him up if he sinks, a fog horn, a 
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compass, an ammunition box for the hunter, a water-beaker, a box for 
food, a small sprit sail and mast, and at least one shotgun. 

Vessels that are manned by Indians do not carry hunting boats as < 
rule. The Indians furnish their own canoes and spears, and often a 
shotgun or rifle, or both. A vessel, say, of 70 tons, will carry six boats, 
five of them hunting boats, and one at the stern. The owner furnishes 
guns, ammunition, boats, food, etc., and engages the captain and hunt- 
ers.. The captain. employs the boat pullers, steerers, and the crew, 
though in some cases the hunters engage their own pullers and steerers. 
A vessel of this size would carry twenty-one men, all told, including a 

aptain, mate, cook, five hunters, nine men for the boats, one Spare man, 
and a boy. The master’s wages range from $75 to $100 
per month; but some of them get wages only, while 
others have wages and a “lay,” that is, a share of the profits. Good 
hunters get from $3 to $3.50 per skin for every one they bring on board; 
but each hunter has his price and makes terms with the owner, which 
he keeps to himself. The crew receive $30 per nn, and have some- 
times a private agreement with the hunter to 10 to 25 cents additional 
out of his own pocket for each skin brought on board; for, as I have 
said, much depends upon the steerer, and each has his favorite. The 
mate gets from $45 to $50 per month, the use of the stern boat, and $1 
for every skin he brings on board. The cook receives from $59 to $80 
per month, according to the number of men he cooks for. 

The first vessels leave about January, and from then 
oi ten Sealing, be- until March they are becoming fewer in port every day. 
; They go to some of the bays and inlets upon Vancou- 
ver’s Island, off Cape Flattery, or down along the California coast. Many 
hunt in a circuit from Cape Flattery to the mouth of the Columbia 
River on the south, and to the north end of Vancouver’s Island on the 
north, as the head hunter or captain may determine. Some think, by 
going south and following the seals up as they move northward they 
will catch more; while others believe they can do better by staying 
close to Cape Flattery. Those vessels which carry In- 
dian hunters go to the Indian villages, and some of 
them take aS many as fifteen canoes if they can get them. Of late 
yerrs the Indians are learning the prices of skins, and claim more than 
the owners can afford to pay. ‘They always want to ship on a first-class 
schooner, unless they own it, when any rattletrap will do. When 
they start for Bering Sea they usually leave a part of their canoes 
behind, taking about one-third less than they used in the spring catch. 
The vessels furnish them flour, biscuits, tea, coffee, sugar, and a little 
meat, when they cannot get fresh seal meat. They have two men to 
each canoe. The head man of the canoe receives the money and pays 
his assistant. Hach canoe is usually provided with a couple of steerers, 
and either a shotgun or rifle. The most skillful hunter among Indians 
on board is called “captain,” and it is his duty to tell his men when 
and where to lower their canoes for hunting, and to transact all business 
between them and the captain of the vessel. Seven or eight years ago 
the Indians were paid by the length of the skin, but now ‘they are paid 
by its grade. 

In fine weather the boats leave the vessel at daylight and hand until 
dark, taking about one day’s provisions with them; and should they 
get lost in a fog they have a hard time until they are picked up by 
some vessel. When the boats come alongside the vessel, at night, the 
Skins are counted on deck for each boats the mate takes charge of 
them and salts them down in the hold, and the crew of each boat ; gets 
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credit for the skins it captured. The work continues until the spring 
Season is finished, when some go to Victoria to refit, and others in Ban- 
cly Sound, and send their skins to Victoria by steamer, with orders for 
supplies to be sent to them when the steamer returns. Others go on 
without coming into port to Sand Point, or some other place on the 
coast, where there is a store, and take supplies before entering Bering 
Sea. They do not like to go into Victoria, because they usually have 
trouble with their crews. The work is hard and dangerous. The pay 
is small, and many run away when they get a chance. There are very 
few sailors among the crews, the most of them being green hands. Of 
course each vessel carries two or three sailors in case anything hap- 
pens to the rigging or sails. 

When they arrive in Bering Sea later in the season, they start in to 
work in earnest. The water is full of them and you 
can hear them firing all around. The vessels enter the Bering Sea; timo of 
sea about July, but get the most of the seals in August i 
or early September, when the weather gets bad; but they usually have 
a good catch by that time, if not interfered with. When the hunting 
is finished they return to the home port, the crew is paid off, the ves- 
sel is laid up, and the owner takes charge of the skins and either sells 
them in the home port or ships them to London, 

As I have said before, the paps are not able to take care of themselves 
until they are several weeks old, and the cows must go off into the 
water to get food for themselves. It stands to reason 
that if the mothers are killed while away from the ,figne 84 
island, and the pups are left there alone, they will - 
surely die; and it is a fact that many mothers are killed in Bering Sea. 
If no seals were killed between the 1st day of April ¥ 
and the 1st day of September they would increase; ,Z7otection by a 
but it would take international agreement to make kill- 
ing of seals an offense during this season. It is not alone in Bering 
Sea that the pups and cows are destroyed. Keep all 5. ..,cion from 
vessels out of these waters, and let the same number Bering Sea not 
of vessels as are now afloat hunt seals in the North ©7°"s!- 

Pacific, and in a few years there will be none in Bering Sea. If the 
present number of vessels engaged in sealing is permitted to continue 
in the business from two to five years longer a think the seals will be 
exterminated or nearly so. I am cer tain the seals are doomed to 
extinction unless some immediate action is taken to protect them from 
the slaughter that is now going on. The sealers care oe 
nothing about preserving the seals, and say that the ,jatnetion | certain 
smaller the catch is the more valuable the skins will ; 
become in the market, and the higher the prices paid forthem. In their 
whole conduct of the business they are controlled by the desire to kill 
as many as possible in order that they may enhance the value of future 
catches. 

WILLIAM BRENNAN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of June, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | D. A. McKENZIE, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of James Dalgarduo, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


James Dalgarduo, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a na- 

tive of Scotland and am 58 years of age; have resided 

Experience. in the United States forty-five years, and have been a 

naturalized citizen forty years: I am a resident of Port 
Townsend and have resided in this vicinity for the past forty years, 
during which period I followed the business of fishing and piloting. 
I have been in the seal-hunting schooners for a period of eight years, 
either as master or owner of the schooner, and I hunted in the vicin- 
ity of Cape Flattery, say 30 miles off the cape in each direction. 
The first six years I employed Indian hunters from Cape Flattery and 
they used spears exclusively, as the opinion then was that the sound 
of firearms would tend to drive off the seals as well as waken the sleep- 
ing ones, thus making it more difficult to secure them. 

During two of the eight years I employed mixed crews, some In- 
dians and some whites; some using rifles and some using spears. The 
catch was in round numbers from 1,500 to 3,000 skins per year, these 
figures representing the lowest and the highest numbers ever taken by 

me in any one year. From 75 per cent to 80 per cent 

malog Y Presnantfe- of all the seals taken were mothers in young, and when 

cut open on deck we found the young within them. It 

is my experience that very few, if any, seals were lost by the hunters 

who used the spear, but fully 75 per cent of all those 

killed by the rifle were lost. I have cruised up and 

down the coast of Vancouver Island, but never found a place where 

fur-seals hauled out upon shore, nor have I ever heard 

Pribiot ands. °" Of any fur-seal rookeries in the Northern Hemisphere, 

except those in Bering Sea. I have never seen seals 

eee birth im- porn in the water or on beds of kelp, nor do I believe 

a young pup could live if brought forth at sea. It was 

while the seals were asleep on the water, as a rule, that the Indian 

hunters succeeded in capturing them with the spear, 

spars with te and this is the reason they lost but very few of what 

they killed. Were I engaged at present in sealing I 

should prefer the spear to the rifle or shotgun, and I believe its use is 
not near so destructive to seal life. 


Waste of life. 


JAMES DALGARDUO. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2d day of May, 1892. 
é JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Thomas Frazer, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Thomas Frazer, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a native 
of England, and am 50 years old; have been seventeen 

Experience. years in the United States, of which I am a citizen. I 
am a resident of Port Townsend, and have resided in 

this vicinity during the past seventeen years. My occupation is that 
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of seaman, and I have hunted seals off Cape Flattery for sixteen years. 
In 1891 I was a hunter on board the James G. Swan, 

of Port Townsend, and we went along the coast and ,,James @. Suan, 
Aleutian Chain to the island of Senack. We left 

Neeah Bay about May 13, and commenced sealing along the coast of 
Vancouver, and we finished off Four Mountain Pass. Wemadeacatch 
of 128 skins. The U.S. steamer Thetis spoke us on July 3, and our 
captain, Thomas Powers, said we had 218 skins; but at that time we 
had only 118 skins aboard; we took the others after 

being warned by the Thetis. We had seven boats, but ,,.727™°d Py the The 
we had only four white hunters; ten hunters were na- 

tives from Neeah Bay and Vancouver. 

We used both shotguns and spears, as occasion required. When we 
see plenty of seals in sight we use the spear, and when we see only one 
or two we use the shotgun. Off Cape Flattery there is hardly a dozen 
large males taken out of every thousand large seals whose skins are 
called first class; allthe males taken here are small ones. There is no 
way by which hunters can distinguish sex while the seals are in the 
water, nor do we aim to do so; the killing is always 
done in an indiscriminate way. 

The seals are not so numerous off Cape Flattery as 
they used to be some years ago, and it is my opinion it 
is owing to the constant hunting by so many schooners. I am of the 
opinion that in order to save the seal from extermina- eat 
en pelagic hunting in Bering Sea should be pro- Speen spe 

ibited. 


_ Indiscriminate kill. 


Decrease. 


THOMAS FRAZER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2d day of May, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Chad George, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Chad George, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I was born at 
Neah Bay, and have lived there all my life; am 27 
years old; have been a seal hunter ever since [was a _— Experience. 
smallboy. Havespent three seasonsin BeringSea. For 
the iast eight years I have been engagedas hunter. Spent the three sea- 
sons in Bering Sea on the schooners Alfred Adams and yo.) gaams 
Lottie. We first find the seal off Cape Flattery in Jan- — Lottie. ; 
uary. I followed the seal up the coast into Bering Sea, 
where we arrived the last of June. Have always 
used spear for taking seal, and but very few are lost. Most all the seals 
taken by me were females with pup. Most of the seals 
killed in Bering Sea have been cows with milk. Have ,,.Wostly all pregnant 
never taken a bull seal off the coast of Washington, 
but have taken a few farther north. A few young males are taken off 
the coast of Washington. Can not distinguish the sex 
of seal in the water, but spear everything that comes 
near the boat, regardless of sex. Seal have decreased 
on the coast very fast the last four years, The reason 
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of the decrease is too much hunting and indiscriminate killing. Have 
never known or heard of pups being born in the water 
or anywhere else on the coast outside of the Pribilof 
Do not haul onton Islands. Have never known any fur-seal to haul out 
sae eae *" on the land or on the coast elsewhere than the Pribilof 
Islands. Have killed seals 200 miles from the Pribilof 
Islands that were fullof milk. I think that all pelagic sealing should 
be stopped for five or six years, and the seal would 
become plenty again. 


No pelagic birth. 


Protection. 
CHAD GEORGE. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Norman Hodgson, sealer. 


HABITS. 


Norman Hodgson, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside at 
Port Townsend, State of Washington, and am a fur- 
seal hunter by occupation. I have engaged in that 
pursuit four seasons, in the years 1887, 1888, 1889, and 1891. I sailed 
in vessels clearing from Port Townsend two seasons, and in others 
from Victoria, British Columbia, for two seasons. We first fell in with 
fur-seals moving north early in the month of February, about 50 
miles off the coast in the region of Cape Mendocino, California. They 
were very scarce then, but as we traveled up the coast we found them 
morenumerous. They were most plentiful off the mouth of the Columbia 
River in the early part of the month of March. The mi- 
gratory movement of the fur-sealis from the southward 
to the northward and westward, following the general trend of the 
coast of the mainland. The main herd is most compactly massed be- 
tween 40 and 60 miles off shore, but some of the seals scatter and 
straggle over an area a long distance on each side of that. The males 
are generally in advance of the females on the passage north. Females 
are found in the greatest numbers off Baranoff Island about the middle 
of the month of May. We followed the main herd up the coast as far 
as the southwestern end of Kadiak Island, where we usually left them on 
account of their diminished numbers. We would then go to Sand Point, 
Popoft Island, about the 25th of June, refit and repair the vessel and 
Time of. entecine wake on board fresh supplies, and then start for Ber- 
and leaving Bering ing Sea, which we generally entered about the 10th of 
ped: July. Weremained in the sea until the first part of 
September, when we would leave it on account of bad weather, return- 
ing in a direct line to Puget Sound. 
I think the duration of the winter season has a direct bearing on the 
northward migration of the fur-seal species, as I have 
afte mignition “” Observed that they move that way earlier after an open 
winter than an unusually severe one. The first season 
and the last two our hunters were all white men; but on my second 
cruise we carried mostly West Coast Indians from Vancouver Island 
as hunters. The Indians used spears principally, while 
the white hunters employed breech-loading firearms 
(rifles and shotguns) exclusively. Indians using spears recover more 
than 90 per cent of all fur-seals struck, while the white hunter secures 
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personally noticed any decrease in the numbers of the 
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on an average about 60 or 65 per cent of all fur-seals shot in the season. 
With whites, their greatest losses occur during the — waste of life. 
earlier part of the season. More fur-seals are lost in goatee with fire. 
proportion which are killed by means of a shotgun arms. 

than with arifle. Of the seals secured in a season — yosty females; 
fully 70 per cent are females, and of these more than 60 principally pregnant 
per cent are pregnant and milking cows. The males °™*™"S W® 
taken are about equally divided in numbers between yearlings and 
bachelors from the ages of 2 to 5 years; bulls are seldom shot. It is 
impossible to distinguish positively between females and males (other 
than large bulls) in the water at sea, and no effort is made to do so. 
Full-powered bulls are readily recognized by their great bulk and 
darker fur. The killing of fur-seals is therefore abso- SS 
lutely indiscriminate, as the object is to secure all the gitntae nate 
skins possible, irrespective of sex, age, or condition. All 

fur-seals sink rapidly after being killed, and females heavy with young 
go down soonest; a great deal depends on the way a seal is shot, how- 
ever. 

If the seal be shot with the head down, as in the act of diving, its 
momentum sends it under for a moment or two, when 
it will quickly rise to the surface and float until the air 
in its body escapes, which generally occupies anywhere from five to 
ten minutes. A seal shot with its head up almost always sinks in- 
Stantly. Fur-seals shot when sleeping occasionally go down at once, 
but the rule is for them to float for three or four minutes. They should 
be approached from the leeward, and if shot in the back of the head 
may almost invariably be recovered. I do not believe it possible for 
fur-seals to breed or copulate in the water at sea, and 
never saw nor heard of the action taking place on a 
patch of floating kelp. I have never seen a young fur- 
seal pup of the same season’s birth in the water at sea nor on a patch 
of floating kelp, and in fact never knew of their being born anywhere 
save on arookery. Ihave, however, cut open a gravid 
cow and taken the young one fromits mother’s womb, 727" OMY om Took: 
alive and erying. I do not believe it possible for a fur- 
seal pup to be successfully raised unless born and nursed on a rookery. 
I have seen fur-seals resting on patches of floating kelp at sea, but do 
not believe they ever haul up for breeding purposes 
anywhere except on rookeries. Ihave never heard of, ,,g7m4eo0? omy on 
nor have I any knowldge of, any fur-seal rookeries in Wes. ; 
the North Pacific, other than those on the seal islands aoe) 
of Bering Sea. While in Bering Sea we cruised 
around the Pribilof Islands in all directions, often coming within view 
of them, but never landing or making any attempt to Banurion orice: 
do so. ‘The proportion of females taken to males was males taken in Bering 
about 70 per cent, more than two-thirds of these being *°* 
nursing cows, while the remainder were two-year-olds and yearlings. 

On first entering the sea an occasional pregnant cow would be taken, 
but this was uncommon. Of the males taken in the Bering Sea the 
numbers of yearlings and very young bachelors was about equal; no 
bulls were ever taken. I observed that nursing cows range from 60 to 
80 miles from the Pribilof Islands to feed, and were 
always most numerous in a southerly and westerly di- 
rection from them. After leaving Bering Sea our course was direct to 
Puget Sound, only scattering specimens of fur-seal life being observed 
en route; most of these were young males. I have not 
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fur-seal species, but think that the constant and indiscriminate slaughter 
Hast Ns of them must tend largely to that end. It is my belief 
ee neces that in order to preserve fur-seal life from extermina- 
tion all pelagic hunting should be stopped and Bering 
Sea closed. 
NORMAN HopGson, 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1592. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of O. Holm, owner of schooner Challenge. 
PELAGIO SEALING. 


O. Holm, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at Whatcom, 

Wash. Iam part owner of the sealing schooner Chal- 

Experience. lenge, and was on board of her last season in Bering 

Sea. We arrived in the Sea sometime in July. When 

we first entered Bering Sea we went direct to St. Mathews Islands. 

As near as I know, seal were taken last year from 60 to 100 miles from 

the Pribilof Islands. Mostallthe seals taken in Bering 

fontost, all nursing Sea were females with milk. But one old bull was 

taken, and two young males, but no females with pup. 

The shotgun was exclusively used by our hunters. I ean form no idea as 

to the amount of seals lost. Some hunters lost more and some less. 

_ It ranges all the way from 10 to 75 per cent, according 

(a mee kill 0 stories told by hunters. Hunters use no diserimi- 

nation in shooting seal, but kill everything that comes 

near the boat. They could not dise riminate if they wanted to, as the 

sex can not be told in the water. I have never known 

any seal pups to be born on the water, or on the land 

Do not haul wp ex- anywhere, except on the Pribilof, Islands. Have never 

Ts eee known of seal to haul up on the ‘land anywhere, except 

on the Pribilof Islands. I think that all pelagic seal 

hunting should be stopped for a number of years, and 

give the seal a chance to increase, and if this is not done they will 
soon become exterminated. 


No pelagic birth. 


Protection. 


O. HOLM. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 3d of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Alf Yohansen, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Alf Yohansen, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

Experience. T reside in Seattle; am a hunter by occupation ; have 
hunted seals two seasons; one season on the San José, 

as hunter, and now as hunter on the schooner Adventure. Begin to hunt 
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seal off San Franciscoin February, and followed themup the coast as far 
as Shumakin Islands, which we reached the lastofJune. 

The seal ‘all disappeared from there at this time. The “U#"™tle™ 
shotgun is used altogether for taking seal. About 334 per cent of the 
seal shot are lost. We use no discrimination in killing seal, but shoot 
everything that comes near the boat. Quite a num- henley 
ber of yearlings were taken. About 50 percent of the ,,,2Useriminate Mil: 
seals taken by me have been cows with pup. Never 
killed but one old bull in my life and that was near. One-half pregnant 
Kodiak Island. - Took quite a number of young males, "°""* 

I should think two and three year olds. Hunters always shoot a seal 
in the head when they can do so. If we cat shoot them in the head 
we shoot them in the chest if possible. What seals we have seen 
this year are very wild and hard to get at. The cause of their being 
wild is the indiscriminate shooting of them in the water. Ihave never 
seen any pups born in the water, nor have I ever heard 
of any fur-seal hauling up on the land anywhere in 
Alaska. I have not seen a fur-seal within 5 miles of the land along 
the Alaskan coast. I think there should be a closed season established 
some part of the year, so they could have a rest, as the 
constant hunting of them in the open waters is soon 
going to destroy them. 


No pelagic births. 


Protection. 


ALF YOHANSEN, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agené. 


Deposition of James FE. Lennan, scaler (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


James E. Lennan, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside at 
Port Townsend, State of Washington, and am by occupation master and 
pilot of steam vessels in the waters of the Pacific 
Ocean coastwise to the Bering Sea. I have had eight- Experience. 
een years’ experience in the waters of Alaska, and am 
well acquainted with the Northwest Coast from San Francisco to Attu 
Island, including Bering Sea and its coast line. I have sailed as mas- 
ter of trading and supply vessels for a number of years 
in Alaska, and in the year 1887 was master of a seal- 
ing schooner clearing from Victoria. We had eight canoes and sixteen 
West coast Indian hunters, who used spears and shot- 
guns, the former almost entirely, however. Of all the 
fur-seals struck in the entire season by both imple- — Secured more than 
ments more than two-thirds were actually secured, the Mien pat 
greater proportion of losses resulting from the use of 
the shotgun. We left Vancouver Island on the 1st of June, and on the 
9th of the same month, when off Baranoff Island, put over the hunting 
cinoes for the first time. We stayed with the main eed 
herd of the seals until the 26th of June, following them ji orate saline = 
along the coast to the vicinity of Cape St. Elias, where , 
we left them and stood across to the eutrance to Akutan Pass, occa- 
sionally taking a few fur-seals, 
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Schooner ——, 1887. 


Equipment. 
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Sealing operations were resumed on July 18 to the southward of the 
Beaten, tard Fox Islands, and on the 23d we entered Bering Sea, 
niente ne where we remained fourteen days, at the end ot that 
time returning to Vancouver Island, which was reached 

on the 28th of August. We had a good catch, having taken 1,400 
skins, more than 1,000 of which we secured on the 
coast. Of the latter more than 75 per cent were female 

cont femal ofeben Delts, and of these about 60 per cent were taken from 
60 per cent pregnant. pregnant cows. In Bering Sea, where we obtained 
Halfin Bering Sea ADout 400 skins, males and females in about equal 
females, mostly nurs- numbers were taken. The females were mostly nurs- 
cS ing cows, while the males were young ones, between 
the ages of 2 and 5 years. Iexamined the stomachs of the fur-seals 
taken in Bering Sea during the month of July, 1887, 
and found the greater number to contain Alaska mack- 
erel. This goes to show clearly that at that season of the year this fish 
constitutes an important item in the diet of the fur- 

Nursing cows 100 seal. Nursing fur-seal cows were found in July as far 
miles from islands. 5 3 aa aes 

as 100 miles to the southward of the Pribilof Islands 
in Bering Sea, feeding on mackerel as above. It is impossible to dis- 
tinguish “between males and females of the fur-seal species in the water 
at sea, excepting large bulls, and no effort is made to do so. The object 
is to get all the marketable skins possible, and the 
killing is consequently indiscriminate. The pelts of 
large ‘bulls, whose fur is coarse and of little value, and 
of yearlings of both sexes, whose skins are too small, not being strictly 
“marketable” skins, they were not taken. 

I have never known of fur-seal pups being born on patches of floating 
kelp, or in the water, at sea, or anywhere in fact, save on 
regular rookeries, neither do I believe it possible for 
them to be reared successfully under any other cir- 
cumstances. During my travels in Alaskan waters, I have made ex- 
tensive investigations concerning the existence of fur-seal rookeries, 

especially about the region of Cooks Inlet and Prince 
me gokeries only on William Sound, where rookeries have been reported to 
exist, as well as those places where fur-seals are an- 
nually observed in the greatest numbers. Jam, therefore, positive in 
iny belief that no such fur-seal rookeries, or other ‘places where fur-seals 
haul out on the land-to breed, exist in Alaska with the exception of 
those on the seal islands of Bering Sea. In my opinion, fur-seal life 
has not only enormously decreased in numbers since 
1886, but it has become greatly scattered, and grown 
wilder and more timid, forsaking many places where they were formerly 
to be found at certain’ seasons ofthe year engaged in feeding. This L 
attribute to the large number of vessels engaged in killing fur-seals 
ee indiscriminately at sea, and believe that in order to 
cay wn ibition neces: nreserve the species from actual and speedy extermi- 
nation all pelagic hunting should be stopped absolutely, 
and the waters of Bering Sea closed. 


Catch on coast. 


Food. 


Indiscriminate 
killing. 


Pelagic birth im- 
possible. 


Decrease. 


JAMES E. LENNAN. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of Thomas Lowe, half-breed Indian sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 

Thomas Lowe, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I speak the 
English language fairly well, and can interpret the Chi- 
nook and Indian languages. Iam a half-breed Indian — Experience. 
and belong to the Challam tribe, and am 30 years of 
age. I reside on Whidby Island, and am by occupation a hunter and 
have been engaged in hunting seals for the last eight years. I went 
to the Bering Sea in 1889, on the schooner James G. 

Swan, and again in 1891 on the schooner Lottie. These ,.J0mes) G Swan, 
two seasons are the only ones in which I have been in ae 
the Bering Sea. During the other seasons I sealed in the Strait of 
San Juan de Fuca and along the coast between the Columbia River 
and the northern end of Vancouver Island. During 
the first seven years I used the spear in hunting seals. 
This year I have used the shotgun part of the time. On my last trip 
this year, when hunting seals off the cape, I caught 10 seals, 5 of 
which had pups in them; the rest of them were from 1 to 2 years 
old, part male and part female. I think that fully 4... ea 
= One-half of coast 
one-half of the seals caught along the coast are full- catch full-grown preg- 
grown females with pups in them. We sometimes ™° Cows: 
catch a few medium-sized males, the rest being younger ones, both 
male and female. I have never killed nor saw a cow in milk, along 
the coast, nor one that had recently given birth to her young. I know 
of no place on the coast where they haul out upon the po not haul up on 
Jand and breed, nor do I believe they give birth to cast. ny 
: : ot born in water 
their young in the water, or on the kelp. or on kelp. 

In 1889 I hunted in the Bering Sea from 80 to 100 miles oft the Priby- 
lov Islands. Two-thirds of our catch were cows in — goygin mak tax, 

3 3 z ows in milk taken 
milk. In 1891 I again went to Bering Sea. Ithink I from 80 to 100 miles 
noticed fewer seals that year than I did in 1889. Seals em islands. 
along the coast are not near as plentiful now as they were when I first 
began to hunt them. I used to catch 9 or 10 seals 
in one day; but they are so shy, and so scarce now, 
that a canoe does not get that many ina month. White hunters, in 
numbers, commenced to hunt them around Cape Flattery, with euns, 
about six years ago, and since that time the seals have decreased. very 
rapidly. 


‘Weapons. 


Decrease. 


THOMAS Lowe, 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of ACprU, Ags. 
1892. 
[L. S.] CLARENCE P. Brown, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington, 
fiesiding at Port Angeles, Wash. 


Deposition of N. B. Miller, assistant scientist on board the Albatross. 
HABITS. 


WEN. B: Miller, being duly Sworn, deposes and saith: I am an assistant 
in the scientific department of the U. S. Fish Commis- 

sion steamer Albatross. I have made five cruises in  E*petience. 
Alaskan waters, viz: In the year 1888, along the coast 
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from Unalaska to Middleton Island; in the year 1889, through the in- 
land passages of southeastern Alaska as far north as Chilkoot Inlet; 
in the year 1890, through the Bristol Bay region and the Aleutian Is- 
lands as far west as Umnak Island; in the year 1891, to the Pribilof 
Islands in Bering Sea; and in the month of April, 1892, in the Gulf of 
Alaska from Kadiak Island to Prince William Sound, going into Cook 
Inlet as far as Coal Harbor. I have never seen nor 
rookrries only 0 heard of any fur-seal rookeries in the northern hemi- 
sphere other than those on the several seal islands of 
Bering Sea; and have never seen fur-seals in great abundance save on ~ 

and near the Pribilof Islands. 
N. B. MILLER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Nelson T. Oliver, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Nelson T. Oliver, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a native 
of New Bedford, Mass., and Iam 58 years old. Iam 
a resident of Port Townsend, where [ have lived for the 
past twenty years. I followed sea-faring life from the time I was 15 years 
old until 1888. I accompanied Capt. Jacobs on board 
the Mollie Adams, sealing schooner, in February, 1888. 
We left Port Townsend in February and cruised along the coast from 
Grays Harbor to Kyoquot Sound. Our crew were all white men, of 
whom twelve were hunters armed with shotguns. Wereturned to Port 
Townsend in May, and in the three months’ cruise we made a catch of 
700 seal skins. Not being hunters of experience, our 
men lost about two-thirds of all the seals shot. Good 
hunters would not lose to exceed 25 per cent. In the beginning of the 
season we killed mostly yearling seals, but as the 
season advances we got almost all mothers in young 
in the vicinity of Cape Flattery or from the Columbia 
River to Vancouver. Sex can not be distinguished while the seals are 

Wit _ in the water, nor do the hunters try to do so, for they 
ae aera Mil: kill everything they can shoot. Iam not able to say 
whether the seal herd is decreasing, but it is reason- 
able to suppose that where they are hunted and har- 
assed at all times by so many hunters they are sure to be driven from 
their usual haunts, if not totally destroyed. 


Experience. 


Mollie Adams, 1888. 


Waste of life. 


Pregnant cows 
taken off coast. 


Decrease. 


NELSON T. OLIVER. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 2d day of May, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


TAKEN IN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON. ei Ies) 
Deposition of Z. L. Tanner, Vieutenant-commander, U.S. Navy. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON. 
Port Townsend, Jefferson County, ss: 


Z. L. Tanner being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a lieutenant- 
commander in the U.S. Navy. [have made five cruises 
in Alaskan waters in command of the Fish Commission — Experience. 
steamer Albatross, now temporarily in the service of 
the United States Revenue Marine, as follows, viz: I left San Francisco 
July 4, 1888, for the north, via Esquimalt and Departure Bay, where we 
called for coal. Arriving off the west end of Unalaska Island on the 
21st, commenced exploring the coast in the interest of the fisheries, 
soundings being run from shore to the 100-fathom line. Arrived at Iliu- 
liuk, Unalaska Island, on the 23d, and sailed on the 28th. Explora- 
tions extended to the Fox Islands Passes, the Sannaks, and to the 
Shumagin Islands. Called at Sand Point (or Humboldt Harbor), Eagle 
Harbor, and Yukon Harbor, in the latter group. Resuming the work 
of exploration, it was carried to Mitrofania Bay, where we called, and 
thence to Kadiak Island, stopping at old Harbor and Port Hobron. 
The extensive banks off the south coast of Kadiak were examined and a 
call made at St. Paul, the most important settlement in that region. 
Leaving the latter place, the work of exploration included the Portlock 
Bank, and thence to Middleton Island, where a landing was made. 
Soundings were then carried in the direction of the reported position of 
the Pamplona Rocks, for which an unsuccessful search was made. 
Thence we proceeded to Departure Bay, Puget Sound, the coasts of 
Washington and Oregen, and to San Francisco, arriving October 21. 

I left San Francisco on the 21st of May, 1889, and was engaged in 
deep-sea exploration on the coasts of Oregon and Washington until 
July 7, then made a trip to southeastern Alaska through the Inland 
Passages, visiting Fort Tongass, New Metlahcatlah (Port Chester), Karta 
Bay, Port Wran sell, Sitka, Pavlof Harbor, Glacier Bay, Hoonyah, Chil- 
kat, Chilkoot and Juneau. Returned to Tacoma on July 28th “calling at 
Victoria, Port Townsend and Seattle en route. Isailed for the North on 
on the 5th of May, 1880, via Departure Bay, British Columbia, and 
commenced the examination of the region from the Sannaks to Unimak 
Pass on the 21st, arriving in Unalaska on the 23d. The work of the 
Season included the exploration of the northern coasts of Unalaska, 
Unimak, the Alaska Peninsula, and the northern shores of Bristol Bay 
to the Kuskowim River. The Slime Bank and Baird Bank were devel- 
oped in Bristol Bay. A survey was made of the lower Nushagak River, 
the entrance to Port Moller, and Herendeen Bay. Deep-sea explora- 
tion was extended to 58° 43’ north and longitude 175° 30’ west, pass- 
ing near the 100-fathom line, 70 miles to the westward of the Pribilofs. 
Left Bering Sea August 26th, arriving in San Francisco September 
26th, via Departure Bay, Port Townsend, and the California coast. 
where we were engaged in deep-sea exploration from the 21st to the 
25th. I sailed again for Bering Sea July 16, 1891, os ap Bettie 
having on board the United States Commissioners to Sea with United 
the Seal Islands. ‘We arrived at Unalaska July 25th, Sttes Commissioners 
and were at the Pribilof Islands from the 28th to August 10th. Left the 
sea on the 15th of August, and reached San Francisco September 15th, 
via Departure Bay, Esquimalt and Puget Sound. On the 19th day of 
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March, 1892, I sailed from San Francisco for Alaskan waters, via Port 
Townsend and Seattle. 

The cruise had special reference to the migration of the fur-seal herd 
and their relation to the localities visited by us; in other words, we 
were to ascertain whether there were fur-seal rookeries in Cooks Inlet 
or Prince William Sound, whether they hauled out or attempted to 
haul out there, or, in fact, ‘anywhere i in Alaska outside of the Pribilot 
Islands. The following places were visited in the order named: Port 
Graham, with its tributary settlement of Fort Alexander, having a 
population of 120, all Aleuts except one white man, the agent of the 
Alaska Commercial Company. The men are hunters. Chesloknu Bay, 
with its village of Soldovoi, having a mixed population of Aleuts and 
Kenai Indians, numbering "103, and four white men. The natives are 
hunters. Coal Point, population 11, all white, occupied in holding 
possession of coal claims. Some of them having had many years ex- 
perience in the Territory, were able to give much valuable testimony. 
St. Paul, Kadiak, population 380, 65 of whom are white, the remainder 
Creoles and Aleuts. The native men and nearly all of the whites are 
hunters. Wood Island, near St. Paul, has a population of 193, includ- 
ing three whites, the natives being mostly hunters. Owing to a severe 
winter and late spring, the men were still at home, and we were able to 
procure affidavits from 35 whites and 55 native hunters, who had prac- 
tical knowledge of the subject in the regions in which they were in the 
habit of hunting. The regular work of ‘the Albatross is deep-sea explo- 
ration, the discovery and develop ment of fishing grounds, and, not in- 
frequently, purely scientific investigation in normal ocean depths far 
outside of the range of economic species. 

I have been engaged in this work nearly fourteen years, during which 
time it has been a part of my duty to acquire information concerning 
the seal and its life. This has been done not only from personal expe- 
rience and observations, but by questioning practical men, such as 
intelligent mariners, fishermen, and hunters. Pelagic sealing has been 
a frequent subject of conversation and argument “with me since my 
first northern cruise in 1888, and I have reached the following conclu- 
sions: 

First. Pelagic sealing is wasteful, as alarge percentage 

wecdagic sealing of seals killed are lost. Opinions on that point, vary- 
ing from 30 to 70 per cent. 

Sex indistinguish- Second. The sexes can not be distinguished in the 

ae imatckiiing Water, except old males, and both sexes and all sizes 
are killed indiscriminately. 

Third. Of the seals killed, from 60 to 70 per cent are females, which 
during their northerly migration are heavy with young, 
slow of movement, and require an extra amount of rest 
and sleep, thus largely increasing their liability to sue- 


Mosily pregnant fe- 
males taken. 


cessful attack. 

Fourth. The female killed, the death of the unborn 
pup follows, entailing a double loss. 
Fifth. Seals killed in Bering Sea after the birth of the pups are largely 
mother seals, and the farther they are found from the 
islands the greater the percentage will be. Thereason 
for this seeming paradox is very simple. The young males, having no 
family responsibilities, can afford to hunt nearer home, where food can 
be found if sufficient time is devoted to the search. The mother does 
not leave her young except when necessity compels her to seek food for 


Death of pups. 


Females feeding. 
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its sustenance. She can not afford to waste time on feeding grounds 
already occupied by younger and more active feeders; 

hence she makes the best of her way to richer fields, , Females steeping 
farther away, gorges herself with food, then seeks rest 

and a quiet nap on the surface. Under these conditions she sleeps 
soundly, and becomes an easy victim to the watchful hunter. 

Sixth. A double waste occurs when the mother seal is killed, as the 
pup will surely starve to death. A mother seal wiil 
give sustenance to no pup but her own. I saw sad _, females muse their 
evidences of this waste on St. Paul Island last season, 
where large numbers of pups were lying about the 
rookeries, where they had died of starvation. 

Seventh. The number of seals on the Pribilof Islands 
is decreasing. I saw positive proof of this on St. Paul Pe¢rease- 
Island last season. 

Highth. Pups can not swim at birth, hence the female can not give 
pirth to her young in the water without sacrificing 
its life. I have seen thousands of pups learning to ODS not born in 
swim at the rookeries on St. Paul,. and their early ee 
efforts were quite as awkward as those of a boy when taking his first 
dip. Their trouble seems to be to keep their heads above w ater. 

Ninth. The present practice in pelagic sealing is to shoot them from 
a boat with a.shotgun and secure them with a short- 
handled gaff. If killed instantly, they are apt to sink, 
unless picked up immediately. If wounded, they may — wtany sink. 
be gaffed in their “flurry.” 

Tenth. Pelagic sealing should be suppressed as far as practicable. 
A protected zone around the islands, extending 100 
miles from them would not be effective, even if the ,,.7"ection neces 
limits were respected. 

Kleventh. The preservation of the rookeries requires the suppression 
of pelagic sealing, at least in Bering Sea, and inthe ,, aa Vee 

ppression of pe- 
immediate vicinity of the passes. lagic sealing neces- 
Z. L. TANNER, Back 
Ineutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, James G. Swan, a notary public in 
and for the State of W ‘ashington, residing at Port Tow nsend, this 9th 
day of May, A. D. 1892. 

[SEAL] JAMES G. SWAN, 

Notary Public. 


Dead pups. 


Shooting seals. 
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Deposition of Bowa-chup, Makah Indian, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 


Bowa-chup, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Tam anative Makah 
Indian, and reside on the reservation at Neah Bay, State of Wash- 
ington, United States of America, and am about 40 years of age. 
I have been engaged in seal-hunting ever since I was a boy. Until 
about ten or twelve years ago I used to seal along the coast in 
large canoes from 10 to 18 miles from Cape Flattery and in the 
Straits of San Juan de Fuca. At first I was a paddler, and after- 
wards I became a spearman. In those days there were a great many 
seals in the water, and they would go in bands of 15 or 20 together. 
About five or six years ago L commenced to hunt in smaller canoes that 
were taken out to sea in schooners. I hunted with spears all of the 
time. Ihave never killed any full-grown cows on the coast that did 
not have pups in them, and [ have hunted all the way from the Colun- 
bia River to Barclay Sound. I do not know of any place along the 
coast where seals haul out upon the land, nor have I ever heard of such 

Sia tthe a place, and I have never killed any full-grown cows 
sie impos: who were in milk. Seals do not give birth to their 
young in the water nor on the kelp; if they did they 

would be drowned and die. 

I was in the Bering Sea in 1889 on the schooner James G. Sivan, but 
did not use shotguns. Most all the seals we caught 
were cows giving milk, and I have never been there 
ROU eres LOU ial since. All the seals along the coast go to the Pribylov 

; Islands to breed. The cows leave here in June and tlie 

ation ee June yearlings sometime in the middleof July. Seals were 
very plenty in the straits and around the cape until 

about six years ago, when the white hunters came in schooners and 
with shotguns and commenced to kill them all off, and now there is none 
in the straits, and we can not get but one or two where 
we used to get eight or ten. They are very shy and 
wild and are decreasing very rapidly. A good many of the seals that 
I have caught in the last three or four years have shot in them, and 
some have been badly wounded. I have seen white hunters shooting 
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James G. Swan, 1889. 


Decrease. 
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seals out in the sea, and they lose a great many more than they get, 
and we sometimes capture some of those that they have badly wounded. 
BowaA-CHUP (his x mark). 
Witnesses: 
JOHN P. McGLINN. 
Cy. EH. Gatye 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. | CLARENCE P. Brown, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of Peter Brown, Makah Indian chief, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 

Peter Brown, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am the native 
chief of the Makah Indians; am about 55 years old, and reside on the 
Neah Bay Reservation, in the County of Clallam and State of Wash- 
ington, United States of America. Iam acquainted with the habits of 
my people and the methods adopted by them in hunting 
the fur-seal. I am the master and one-third owner of pyponenca: 1204s 
the fishing schooner James G. Swan. Ihave been en- 
gaged in hunting seals with speais, more or less, all of my life. For- 
merly, in the winter time, used to hunt them in the Straits of San Juan 
de Fuea, and in the spring and summer time we hunted them in canoes 
and with spears from 10 to 30 miles off aud around Cape Flattery. 
About ten or twelve years ago we commenced carrying our canoes on 
little schooners and followed up along the coast towards Kadiak. I 
have been a part owner in a schooner tor about seven years, and have 
owned the James G. Swain for about three years. She 
is about 59 tons burden. The other schooner was not 
so large. My people commenced using guns in seal- re ne ae 

. ° earms replacing 
hunting about three years ago, but they always carried spears in 1889. E 
spears, and but few of them ever use guns unless em- 
ployed to do so by white men. About six or seven 
years ago I commenced to notice a decrease in thenum- Decrease. 
berof seals arriving in the straits and around the cape. 

I think more than one-half of all the seals caught on the coast are 
cows that have pups in them. Cows caught in the lat- 
ter part of May and June have black pups in them, aos” Presnantte 
which we sometimes cut out and skin. I hunted in 
Bering Sea in 1889 (that being the only year I ever 
went to that sea) and hunted seals with spears about 
70 miles southwest off the islands, and our catch was nearly all cows 
that had given birth to their young and had milk in their teats. In 
hunting with the spear we don’t lose many that we hit. I never hunted 
with guns, but have caught a great many seals that had shot in them. 
I know of no place along the coast where seals haul i 
out upon the land; nor have [ ever heard of such place; ,,No, hauling out on 
nor neither does any of my people know of such a place. 


James G. Swan. 


1889. 
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Cow seals can not give birth to their young in the water, or on the 

kelp and have them live. I have never seen, nor known 

posite,“ ™ of any pups, along the coast, that were born in the 

sane year, and I have never known any cow seals to 

be caught along the coast that had given birth to their young, and in 

whose breast there was milk, and it is very seldom that we catch a 
full-grown cow that does not have a pup in her. 

White hunters came in here about five or six years ago and com- 
menced shooting the seals with guns, since which time 
they have been rapidly decreasing, and are becoming 
very wild. When we hunt seals with spears we creep upon them while 
asleep on the water, and spear them. A few years ago my people 
would catch from eight to ten thousand seals each year, now we get 
only about one thousand or less. I can not tell the difference between 
the male and female seal while in the water, excepting it be an old bull. 

In early times none of my tribe ever went any farther out to sea than 
from 10 to 30 miles off Cape Flattery, and close inshore a few miles up and 
down the coast. They had no other way of hunting, except to go from 
here in canoes. About fifteen years ago the post trader induced some 
of them to put their canoes on board ot a small schooner and go out 
from 50 to 75 miles offshore, and to hunt along the coast from Columbia 
River to Barclay Sound. Im the last five or six years some of my tribe 
have bought and now own four little schooners, and use them to carry 
their canoes and provisions when they go any distance from home. 
About seventeen of my people have been in the Bering Sea and, with 
the possible exception of two or three, none of them were ever there be- 
fore 1887. 

In 1887 the British schooner Alfred Adams, from Victoria, British 

Columbia, came here and employed some of my tribe to 
paved Adams and oo to the Bering Sea hunting seals, and the schooner 
5 Lottie, owned by the Indians, also went from here in 


Decrease. 


that year. 
In 1889 and 1891 some of my people went on schooners, as hunters, 
to Bering Sea. At no other times have any of them been in those 
Pence waters. The fur-seals appear off Cape Flattery and in 
Flattery about last of the Straits of San Juan de Fuca about the last of De- 
thoat maidieotdane, cember and go and come until about the middle of June, 
but yearlings and 2-year olds remain considerably 
later. Seals used to be very numerous along the coast about Cape 
Flattery, and no decrease was ever noticed in their num- 
bers until soon after the white hunters came around 
here—about seven years ago, and commenced shooting them. Since 
that time they have decreased fast and have become very shy. 

I think they will all be killed off if they keep hunting them with guns. 
The spears with which my people hunt seals almost 
exclusively is similar to the harpoon used by us in 
killing whales, only it is smaller. It has a handle 
about 14 feet long, that will come off when the harpoon sinks into the 
seal, and the iron head is secured to the boat with a line about 70 feet 
long. In throwing the spear we use both hands, and if we hit are 
almost sure to get him. 


Decrease. 


Protection neces- 
sary. 


his 
PETER x BROWN. 
mark. 
Witness: 
JoHN P. McGLINN. 
©. BE. Gay. 
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Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.} CLARENCE P. Brown, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of Landis Callapa, Makah Indian, sealer. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 


Landis Callapa, being ane Sworn, deposes and says: Iam about 45 
years old, and am a native Makah Indian. Lreside on 
the reservation at the Neah Bay Agency, county of Experience. 
Clallam, State of Washington, United States of Amer- 
ica, and am, by occupation, a hunter and a fisherman. I have been en- 
gaged in hunting seals all my life, and have always used the spear, and 
went in canoes. Tormerly we went around the cape 
in canoes, but for the last fifteen years I have fre- 
quently gone out on small schooners, from 10 to 80 miles around 
the cape, up and down the coast from 100 to 200 miles. We take 
our canoes on the vessel and use them after we get to the sealing 
grounds. On my last sealing cruise this spring we ¢: aught five seals: 
two of them were females and had pups in them; three ¢ of them w ere 
young and smaller seals and had black whiskers None but full- 
grown cows have white whiskers, but young cows and young bulls have 
black whiskers. About half of all the seals captured along the coast 
have white whiskers, and are cows with pups in them. Most all full- 
grown cows that are caught have pupsin them. Once, 
late in the season, I caught a full-grown barren cow, Mostly presnant fe. 
with white w hisker s. I can not distinguish male seals 
from temale at a distance in the water, unless it be an old bull with a 
long wig. 
I know of no place where seals haul out upon the land to breed on 
this coast; nor do I think that they give birth to their 
R - 0 : a ; o hauling out on 
young upon the kelp. Once I killed a cow in milk, the coast. ze 
only one of the kind I have ever known being caught None bern on kelp. 
on the coast. Seals used to be very plentiful around 
the cape and in the Strait of San Juan de Fuea, but 
they have been rapidly decreasing during the last five or six years. 
We were out sealing a short time ago and captured but five seals. A 
few years ago, during the same period of time, we would have caught 
about sixty. They are wilder now and more difficult to catch, and will 
soon be destroyed if guns are used in hunting them. 
Seals appear off this coast the latter part of December, Appear on coast 
atter part of Decem- 
and are gone by the middle of July. Cows appear to ber. 
leave earlier than the younger ones. I scarcely ever 


see an old bull along the coast, and it is seldom we ever catch one. 
his 


' LANDIS xX CALLAPA. 
Witness: fiavk: 


JOHN P. MGGLINN. 
C. E. GAY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.] CLARENCE P. BRown, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Coast sealing. 


Decrease. 
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Deposition of Circus Jim, Makah Indian, sealer. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 


Circus Jim, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam about 35 years 


Experience. 


am by occupation a hunter and fisherman. 
hunting seals for about seventeen years. 
within the last ten years, I hunted seais with spears in canoes. 


old, and am a native Makah Indian. 


Lreside on the In- 
dian reservation at Neah Bay, in Clallam County, 
State of Washington, United States of America. I 
I have been engaged at 
In early times, and until 
During 


the last ten years I have been sealing up and down the coast in schoon- 


278, but used spears all of the time. 


When we used canoes exelu- 


sively I used to hunt and capture seals about 30 miles in the Straits of 


San Juan de Fuea. 


Decrease. 


there. 


Seals used to be plentiful in the straits, but for 
the last five or six years they have become very scarce 
in the straits, so that now we can not find any more 


We used to hunt seals in canoes for about 20 miles out in the 


ocean, off Cape Flattery and up and down the coast, between Greys 


Harbor and Barelay Sound. 
Six or eight years ago. 
a canoe for a couple of days ata time, if the weather was fine. 
Indians would go in one canoe. 
two would paddle and steer the boat. Iwas the spearman. 


Seals were very plentiful along the coast 
1 used to be out on the water hunting seals in 
Three 
One would handle the spear, the other 
Usually we 


found several seals at a time asleep on the water and would creep upon 
them, sometimes as near as 20 feet, but more frequently not closer than 


Success with the 
spear. 


40 to 50 feet. I would then throw the spear at them 
and almost always secure all that I hit. Very rarely 
I would hit and secure two seals at a time. I would 


then get a seal on each barb of the spear. 
We use smaller canoes now since we began to use schooners in which 
to carry our canoes and hunters to the sealing waters, and but two In- 


dians go in one of these smaller canoes. 
to catch about one-half cows and one-half young seals. 


Caught no milking 
cows along coast. 


James G. Swan, 
1889. 


Lottie, 1891. 

Mostly milking 
seals caught in Ber- 
ing Sea. 


James @G- 
1892. 


Swan, 


Fifty per cent preg- 
nant cows. 


Do not haul upon 
coast. 


Pups not born in 
water or on kelp. 


A great many years ago we used 
: Tnever caught 
any seals along the coast that had given birth to their 
young and that had milk in their breasts. I never 
captured any barrencows. I first went sealing in the 
Bering Sea in the James G. Swan in 1889, and went 
again on the schooner Lottie in 1891. While in the 
sea I caught a great many cow seals that were giving 
milk. Most all the seals we caught in the sea were giv- 
ingmilk. Lhavebeen out sealing this spring along the 
coast in the schooner James G. Swan. We have been 
out three times. Our schooner carried 15 canoes, 
each one manned by two India:s, and we secured ten 
seals in all, five of which had pupsin them. I know this 
because I saw the pups when we cut the carcasses open. 
We dry the meat of the seal and use it for food. The 
other five seals were smaller and probably male and 
female. Seals do not haul out on the land along the 
coast to breed, nor do they give birth to their young on 
the water, or on the kelp. I never caught any little 
black pups along the coast. I used to catch a great 


mInany gray ones on the coast, but caught but one this year. Wehunt 
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the seal not only for its fur, but we use every part of it. We eat the 
meat, make oil out of the blubber, and after cleaning the stomach use it 
tor holding the oil. Seals are now very scarce and wild 
along the coast. I believe the cause of this is that San 
white hunters have been hunting them so much with ,prompition neces 
guns. Ifsomuch shooting at seals is not stopped they 

will soon be all gone. 


Decrease; cause. 


his 
Circus x JIM. 
mark. 

Witnesses: 

JOHN P. McGLInN. 

C. HE. Gay, 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLARENCE P. BROWN, 


Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of James Claplanhoo, Makah Indian, sealer (master). 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 

James Claplanhoo, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am about 
43 years old, and a native Makah Indian. I reside on the Neah Bay 
Reservation, county of Clallam, State of Washington, 
United States of America. I am, by occupation, a 
hunter and fisherman. I own the schooner Lottie, which is of about 
28 tons burden. I bought the said schooner about seven years ago. 
I have been engaged in hunting seals about twenty-four years. In 
my early years I hunted seals in canoes and with spears in the Strait 
of San Juan de Fuca, and about 80 miles off Cape Flattery. I killed 
seals for food and for their skins, getting about $3 apiece for each 
skin. About fifteen years ago Willie Gallick, who had a trading post 
here, had three or four schooners, and employed Indians to go sealing 
and sail his vessels. They would put their canoes and spears on 
beard the schooners and go out and hunt about 20 or 30 miles off 
the coast, as far south as the Columbia River and north to Barclay 
Sound. <A few years later some of the Indians owned, or partly, an 
interest in the schooners. About six years ago the 
British schooner Alfred Adams came here, and her mas- 
ter engaged Indian hunters to go sealing in the Bering Sea. Until 
three or four years ago Lused nothing but spears in hunting seals; now 
I sometimes use a gun. Seals generally appear off _ ; 
Cape Flattery about the 20th of December, but during pate pion, 
the last four or five years there have not been near as 
many coming to the strait or on the coast as in former 
years. ‘There are a few in the strait, but we do not 
hunt them now, and can not secure more than one-sixth as many in a 
season as we used to a few years ago. 

In spearing seals I use a harpoon with either one or two barbs, sim- 
ilar, but smaller than that used in taking whales. The harpoon has a 
handle about 12 or 14 feet long, and a strong line, about 70 feet long is 
attached to the barb, the other end of which is fastened to the canoe. 
We throw the spear at a seal with both hands, and when the spear or 


Experience. 


Alfred Adams, 1886. 


Decrease. 
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aarpoon hits a seal the barb becomes detached from the handle but is 
securely fastened in the body. The handle floats upon the water and 
; is afterwards secured and is used again. I lose but 
sss with the very few seals that I hit with the harpoon. When 
white men or traders began coming in here with 
schooners they offered us largeinducements to go cruising for seals and 
we commenced going farther from land but did not notice any decrease 
inthe number of seals each year, untilabout six or seven years ago, when 
vessels with white hunters and armed with shotguns began to appear 
in considerable numbers off the coast. Since that time the decrease 
has been very rapid. We often take seals that have been wounded 
with a rifle or shotgun, and in their bodies there are a large number 
of shot. When sealing along the coast it is seldom that I have seen or 
captured an old bull. I have caught quite a large number of gray 
pups or yearlings, and they are about equally male and female. About 
Aeon cauent one-half of all seals that I have caught in the strait 
pregnant females. | Or on the coast were full-grown cows with pups in 
them, and I have never caught a full-grown barren 
ayer abunt Jane COM> OE oue that had given birth to her young, and 
uary 1 near Cape wasin milk. About the 1st of January seals begin 
EY: to appear around the cape and slowly make their way 
north and are gone by the middle of July. The grown cows are the 
first to go, and leave before the middle of June. Young seals remain to 
the last. In hunting with guns, I usually get about two out of five 
that I shoot; sometimes I would wound one and it 
would get away and it would probably die; sometimes 
T would kill the seal dead and it would sink in the water almost as 
quickly as a rock, and unless we were quick to reach.it, it would be 
lost. Sometimes we fish them up out of the water with a gaff hook, 
and would secure a few that way. 
In 1887, about the 1st of June, I went into the Bering Sea in my own 
schooner, the Lottie, and hunted about 60 miles off the 
et epee’ the islands and secured about 700 seals, most all of 
which were cows in milk. These cows had milk in 
their breasts, but had no pups in them. J returned to the Bering Sea 
in my own boat, the Lottie, in 1889, and also in 1891, and sealed all the 
=, way from 100 to 180 miles from the St. George and St. 
mostly milking fe- Paul islands. The catch of these two years were of 
about the same character as those caught in 1887, and 
soc series ouly som ere mostly females that had given birth to their young 
ribilof Islands. c é E ; 
and were in milk. IJ know of no place along the coast 
Pelagic birth un- where seals haul out upon the land, nor do I think 
known. : 5 F : 
that they give birth to their young in the water or on 
the kelp. I am acquainted with the different tribes of Indians along 
the coast of Vancouver Island, and have never heard them say that 
seals haul out upon the land on the coast or in Barclay Sound. I am 
unable to tell a male seal from a female while in the water, unless it be 
an old bull with a long wig. Seals used to be very plentiful, and I 
never noticed any decrease in their number until white hunters com- 
menced coming here and killing them with guns, about 
six or seven years ago. Since that they have decreased 
very rapidly and have got very shy. Our tribe used to have no diffi- 
culty in catching 8,000 to 10,000 seals, and now we can not gef a thou- 
sand. We eat the meat of the seal and depend largely upon it for our 
subsistence. 


Waste of life. 


Decrease. 


JAMES CLAPLANILOO. 
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Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. | CLARENCE P. BRown, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of Frank Davis, Makah Indian, sealer, 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 

Frank Davis, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am about 66 
years old, a native Indian of the Makah tribe, reside on tlie Neah Bay 
Reservation, in the County of Clallam, State of Washington, and my 
occupation is that of a hunter and fisherman. I have 
been engaged in seal-hunting for about seventeen years, Experience 
I have always hunted in canoes and with spears, and 
years ago would kill a great many seals. I was up in ggg Bots Sea in 
the Bering Sea sealing in 1889 and have not been there 
since. All the other years I have been seal-hunting along the coast, 
between Grays Harbor and Barclay Sound. A few years ago seals were 
very plentiful in the Straits of San Juan de Fuca. It is not now so. 
They are so scarce in the straits that we do not hunt for 
them there any more. In all of my experience in seal- 
ing on this coast I have killed but one cow seal that had milk in her 
breast and that had given birth to her pup. Ido not know what be- 
came of the pup. I have killed a very few barren cows, along the coast. 
Nearly all of the full-grown cows along the coast have pups in them, 
but the seals I caught in Bering Sea were most all |, S50): 

5 6 5 ostly milking 
cows in milk. The cows seem to disappear from the cows. 
coast sooner than the young seals do. 

The seals first appear off the cape about Christmas, and I have 

caught young seals as late as July. Seals donot haul 4 pnearom cape Fat- 
out upon the land along the coast and breed; nor do teryabout Christmas. 
they give birth to their young in the water nor on the cont athe 
kelp. One time, when hunting along the coast witha No pelagic birth. 
_ Spear, our canoe took 100 seals in five days, but we can not catch as 
many now. They are very shy and wild, so that if we get two or three 
now in five days we would be doing very well [have caught only eight 
seals this year. Before the white man came here to 
hunt seals with the shotgun and rifle, five or six years 
ago, they were not so wild as they are now, and by this time in a year 
J would have had a hundred or more seals. When I get seals now a 
great many have shot in them, a thing I never saw before until about 
Six or Seven years ago. 


Decrease. 


Decrease. 


his 
FRANK x DAVIS. 


mark. 
Witness: 


JOHN P. McGLInn. 
C. EB. GAY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D 
1892. 
[SEAL. | CLARENCE P. BRowN, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 
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Deposition of Jeff Davis, Makah Indian, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 

Jeff Davis, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am about 24 years 
of age, and am a native Makah Indian, and reside on the reservation at 
the Neah Bay Agency, in the county of Clallam, State of Washington, 

United States of America. Iam a hunter and fisher- 

Experience. man. Since 1876 Ll have been engaged in hunting seals 

most of the time in large canoes, each canoe carrying 
three Indians, who used spears. I sat in the middle of the canoe and 
was known as the paddler. The one who sat in the stern steered the 
canoe, and the one in the bow was the hunter. Years ago, in the winter 
time, seals were plenty in the Straits of San Juan de Fuca, and I have 
hunted and helped to catch them up the Straits as far a Pysht, which ° 
is about 37 miles from Cape Flattery. Of later years they have quit 
coming in the straits and we do not hunt for them there any more. I 
also used to hunt seals in canoes up and down the coast from Cape 
Flattery. In those days there were a great many seals along the coast. 
They traveled in little herds of from ten to fifteen each, and we could 

sometimes creep up on them when they were asleep on 

Success with the the water and spear one or two before they got away. 

spear. ' 

We usually secured all that we hit with the spear. 
About 10 or 12 years ago we began to hunt seals in schooners, and ven- 
tured farther out in the ocean and sealed for greater distances up and 
down the coast. I have sealed as far south as the Columbia River and 
as far up the coast as the north end of Vancouver Island. 

I have hunted seals in the Bering Sea for one season only. I went 

there in the schooner James G. Swan in 1889. Most of 
Tames G.Swan,ise9. the seals that we captured there that season were cows 
giving milk. I do not know where their pups were. I 
never caught any gray pups in the sea. I have been 
Mostly milking fe’ out sealing on the coast this spring in a schooner that 
yates: carried ten canoes, with two hunters to each canoe. 
We were out three days and caught 5 seals. If we had been out 
that long six or eight years ago with the same crew, we would have 
Pea taken between 60 and 100 seals. Seals are wild and 
re shy now, and have become very scarce. I think the 
reason for this is that they have been hunted so much by white hunters 
who use firearms. I have never killed any cows giving milk along the 
coast, and I do not think there is a place along the coast 
where seals haul out and breed. They do not give birth 
to their young in the water or on the kelp. Most of the 
seals caught on the coast are females with pups in 
them, the balance are mostly young seals, both male and female. I 
never saw a black pup on the coast, and this year I have seen but very 
few yearlings. 


Do not haul up on 
coast. 


No pelagic birth. 


JEFF DAVIS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.] CLARENCE P. BROWN, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 
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Deposition of Eulabush, Makah Indian, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 

Ellabush, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam about 30 years 
of age, and am a native Makah Indian, and reside gn the Neah Bay 
Reservation, in the county of Clallam, State of Wash- 
ington, United States of America. I commenced seal- Experience. 
ing in canoes along the coast and in the Straits of 
San Juan de Fuca, about fifteen years ago, and have always hunted 
seals with spears until recently. Three Indians usually go with each 
canoe. About ten years ago I went hunting in the 
schooner Mist, owned bya white man. We cruised for 
seals along the coast, between the Columbia River and Barelay Sound. 
I have caught 9 seals this year, 5 of which had pups in them; the small 
ones did not have pups in them. The seals appear in fae weal bce 
the Straits of San Jaun de Fuca the latter part of De-  san'sian de Fucalat 
cember, and are all gone by the middle of July. Inthe terpartof Te Rae 
months of January and February the pups in the cows middle of July. 
are so Small that you will not notice them unless you 
cut the belly open. All full-grown cows that I have _ All full-grown cows 
killed along the coast had pups in them, and have “*™?"?- 
never killed but one that had given birth to their young and were in 
milk, and have no recollection of having killed a barren cow. The 
younger ones do not have pups in them, and are about one-half male 
and one-half female. The full-grown cows leave this vicinity for the 
north earlier than the younger ones do. I catch more 
young seals in May and June than I do earlier in the ,,Po ne? haul upon 
season. Seals do not haul out upon the land along the 
coast and give birth to their young. I have never 
known pups to be born in the water nor on the kelp. 

About two years ago I begun to hunt with guns, but always carried 
a spear. Since I have been hunting with guns I lose a 
great many seals that I shoot. I kill some dead and _, 'Vste of life with 
they sink like a rock. Some that I shoot are wounded ~ ~ 
and get away and probably die. I have caughta good many seals that 
had shot iz them. Seals are not so plentiful now as they were a few 
years ago. They began to decrease about five or six 
years ago. A good many years ago I used to capture 
seals in the Straits of San Jaun de Fuca, but of late years, since so 
many schooners and white men have come around here shooting with 
guns, that only a few come in here and we do not hunt in the straits 
any more. I used to catch forty or fifty seals in one day, and now if 
I get six or seven I would have great luck. I have to go a long dis- 
tance to get seals now. Seals are wild and afraid of an Indian. They 
have become so since the white man and the trader began to shoot 
them with shotguns and rifles. In a short time there will be no seals 
left for the Indian to kill with the spear. In hunting _ 
with the spear I get almost all the seals that I hit. , Success with the 
Once, in the month of June, I caught a seal that had a 
pup init. I carefully cut the pup out of its mother 
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Mist, in 1882. 


No pelagic birth. 


Decrease. 
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and placed itin the water and it drowned. I have 
often cut pups out of the mother seal and tried to rear 
them, but in two or three days it would sicken and die. 

ELLABUSH (his x mark). 


Pup can not swim. 


Witness: 
JOHN P. McGLInN. 
GC. BW GAy, 


Subscribed aD sworn to before me on the 27th day of April, ASD? 
1892. 
[SEAL.] CLARENCE P. BRown, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of Alfred Irving, Makah Indian, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 
Alferd Irving, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am about 46 
years old, and ama native Makah Indian, and reside 
Experience. on the Neah Bay Reservation, State of Washington, 
United States of America. My occupation is hunting 
and fishing, and Iam one of the headmen of my tribe. I am master 
and one-half owner of the schooner Mary Parker. I have been en- 
gaged in hunting seals ever since I was old enough. Formerly my 
tribe hunted in canoes and used spears exclusively, but in the last two 
years a few of them have used shotguns. Previous to about ten years 
ago we seldom went more than 20 miles out to sea and sealed about 
that distance off Cape Flattery. Since that time some of our tribe 
have owned three or four small schooners, and those that go out in 
them put their canoes and spears on the schooners and are carried 
from 50 to 75 miles off Cape Flattery and along the coast from Colum- 
bia River to Barclay Sound. In the earlier years when I went hunting 
we would not go out of the Straits of San Juan de 
/hpuear in Straitsot Fuca during the winter months and early in the spring. 
about Ist of January, The seals commence toappear in the Straits of San Juan 
acta de Fuca about the 1st of January or the last of Decem- 
ber and come and go to the middle of July. The gen- 
eral course seemed to be to the north, and by the middle of June the 
grown cows were most all gone, but the younger ones used to be quite 
plentiful until about the middle of July, when they would also dis- 
appear. 

I have always used spears in hunting seals, and seldom wounded or 
5 0 Se ee hit one that I did not get, until in 1891, which year, 
spear. and the only one, I went to Bering Sea and usee the 
shotgun part of the time. I found in the use of the 
shotgun that a great many of the seals that were killed 
ee rey borne or wounded were lost, and that those that I secured in 
the Bering Sea were nearly all females that had given 
birth to their young and were in milk. Our vessel captured about 460 
seals at a distance of about 100 miles from the Pribylov Islands, most 
all of which were cows in milk. We used shotguns and secured about 


Waste of life. 
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two seals out of five that we shot. About one-half of those caught 
along the coast were full-grown cows with pups in them, re 
a few were medium-sized males, and the rest were ,,Majority pregnant 
younger seals of both sexes. I have never caught a sf : 
full-grown cow in the straits or along the coast that did not have a pup 
in her. I am intimately acquainted with the coast from here to Bar- 
clay Sound, and I know of no place, nor have not 
heard of any place, where seals come to land, nor 
neither do I believe it to be possible for them to have Essay : 
their young in the water or on the kelp and have their Sona beth, 
pups live. Seals are not as plentiful now as they were 
before white men commenced hunting them with guns 
around here some six or seven years ago. They are more shy now and 
it is much more difficult for the hunters to creep up and spear them 
than it was a few years ago. If they keep on killing them with the 
guns there will be none left in a little while. 


Do not haul up on 
coast. 


Decrease. 


His 
ALFERD x IRVING. 
mark, 
Witness: 
JoHN P. MCGLINN. 
C. BE. Gay. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. ] CLARENCE P. BROWN, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of Ishka, Makah Indian, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALINC 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 


Ishka, being duly sworn, deposes and says: My age is about 60 
years. I am anative Indian of the Makah tribe, and reside on the 
reservation at the Neah Bay Agency, in the State of Washington, 
United States of America. I am by occupation a fisherman. I have 
hunted seals along the coast ever since I was old 
enough todo so. I have always used spears while hunt- 
ing the seals in canoes. I have hunted seals in the Straits of San Juan 
de Fuca, 40 or 50 miles off Cape Flattery, until about seven years ago; 
since then I have frequently gone as far south as the Columbia River 
and to the northward to the far end of Vancouver Island, and fully 
one-half of the seals we catch are cows with young in 
them. Ihave been outsealing oncethisyearand we cap-_ ,, FiVy percent preg- 
tured three seals; one of which, in dividing them a 
up, became mine. The one I got was a full-grown cow with a pup in 
it. In the months of January and February the pups in the cows are 
so small that one will not notice whether the cow is pregnant or not 
unless he cuts her open, but later on in the season it may be observed 
without cutting them open. I have never killed a cow on the coast 
that had given birth to her pup and was giving milk, 
nor have I ever seen a pup born the same year. Seals oo.0,."0% M#u uP 
do not haul out upon the land along the coast and Saou 
breed, nor do they give birth to their young in the “°°? 


Experience. 
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water or upon the kelp. I think a pup born in the water or upon kelp 
would sink and die. Years ago we could see seals all over the water. 
Pelawic Wicie mines They are not so plentiful now. They have been grow- 
sible. ing less and less ever since the white man came in and 
mares began to hunt them with guns, about six or seven 
years ago, and so many vessels went into the business. 
IsHkA (his x mark). 
Witness: 
JOHN P. MCGLINN. 
OC. H. GAy. 


Subscribed and sworn to kefore me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
|SEAL. | CLARENCE P. BROWN, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of Selwish Johnson, Makah Indian, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 

Selwish Johnson, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am about 
30 years old; am a native Makah Indian, and reside 
at Neah Bay, on the Indian Reservation, State of 
Washington, United States of America. My occupation is that of 
hunting and fishing. I have been engaged in catching seals ever 
since I was old enough to do so, and have always hunted with a 
spear. In former years we used to hunt in the Straits of San Juan de 
Fuca, and in the summer around Cape Flattery, but for the last few 
years we have had to go farther to get them, and now we hunt from 
Columbia River to Barclay Sound. We put our canoes and spears on 
board of a schooner, and go out from 10 to 60 miles off Cape Flat- 

act tery. Have been out this season, and caught thirteen 

Majoritycaughtare | kee. ‘ a ; : : 
pregnant cows. seals ar ound Cape Flattery, seven of which had pups 

Z : in them, the balance being young seals, about one-half 

Success with the we) Se f=) ) 
spear. each of male and female. We lose but very few seals 

that we hit with a spear. In all of my experience as 

Sex, indistingnish: a seal hunter I have captured but one or two old bulls. 
rae aee ae Cre I am unable to distinguish a male seal from a female 

seal while at a distance in the water. I have never 

Do not haul out on 2 > é ; 
coast. or give birthto Caught a cow in milk along the coast, nor a small pup 
ae water oreu that had been born that year. Seals do not haul out 

upon the land and breed, along the coast, nor give 
birth to their young in the water or on the kelp. 
About six years ago I noticed the seal herd began to 
decrease, and they are getting less each year ever since the white 
hunter came about here and commenced killing them with guns. 
They kill and wound a great many that they do not 

Waste of life. get. I have speared a great many seals that had shot 

in them. They are very scarce now, and very wild 


Experience. 


Decrease. 
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and difficult to catch. If hunted with guns they will wbbpear of Cape 
all soon be destroyed. Seals appear off Cape Blateery- aay gannary. andiane 
in December and January, and nearly all of them are goneby July 1. 


gone by the first of July. 


His 
SELWISH x JOHNSON. 
mark, 
Witnesses: 
JOHN P. McGLInn. 
C. . (GAN. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.| CLARENCE P. BROWN, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of James Lighthouse, Makah Indian sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 


James Lighthouse, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a na- 
tive Indian of Makah tribe, and reside at Neah Bay, on the Indian Re- 
servation, in the State of Washington, United States of America. I 
am about 55 years of age, and my occupation is that of 
hunting and fishing. I am the owner of the schooner Experience: 

C. C. Perkins. 1 have been engaged in sealing and fish- — g, ¢, Perkins. 

ing ever since I was old enough to do so. I have al- 

ways hunted seals with the spear, and have never used the gun or been 
in Bering Sea. I have always sealed in the Strait of San Juan de Fuca, 
and around Cape Flattery, and up and down the coast from Barclay 
Sound to the Columbia River. I commenced going North to Barclay 
Sound about ten years ago. Seals are not nearly so 
plentiful now as they used to be. About seven years 
ago white men commenced to hunt seals in this vicinity with guns, 
since which time they have been decreasing in numbers and have be- 
come wild and hard to catch. I am intimately acquainted with the 
bays and coast from here to Barclay Sound, and I know of no place on 
the coast, neither have I heard of any, where seals 

haul out upon the land and give birth to their young, coat” "1 
nor do | believe that they give birth to their young in 

the water or on thekelp. Of all the seals captured by _ Are not born in the 
me, about one-half of them, I think, were cows with “*"°"°™ Solr 
pups in them, and it is very seldom that I have ever caught a full- 
grown cow that was barren or did not have a pup in 4, parr of seals 
her; nor have I, in my long experience, caught a COW taken are pregnant 
that was in milk, or that had recently given birth to “™* 

her young. I seldom ever kill an old bull, for there are but very few 
of them that mingle with the herd along the coast. JI am unable to 
tell a male seal from a female while in the water, unless it be an old 
bull with along wig. Seals are not as plentiful and are more shy than 
they used to be, and are more difficult to catch, be- 
cuuse they have been hunted so much for the last five 
or Six years with guns. 


Decrease. 


Decrease. 
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My tribe used to hunt exclusively in canoes, and did not go many 
miles from the cape, butin the last ten or twelve years 
a good many of the hunters put their canoes on the 
small schooners, owned by some of us, and we go farther out into the 
sea, and from the Columbia River to Barclay Sound, to hunt seals. 
Unless we use guns we will have to stop hunting them, for they are 
getting so wild we can not catch many. I know that a 
great many must be lost by the white hunters, for a great 
many that I catch have shot in them, and some are badly wounded. 
The first seals appear in the strait and on the coast about the last of 
December and feed along the coast, and seem to be 
working slowly to the north, until about the middle of 
June, at which time the cows are pretty much all gone, but the smaller 
seals remain until about the middle of July. I seldom see anold bull, 
and when I do he is much farther from land, and it is early in the 
season. 

Formerly, we used to hunt seals for food and sold the skins to traders 
for $2 or $3 each, but for the last few years we have 
aE been getting big prices for the skins and weecatch all 
ing sctiminate kill’ we can without regard to size or sex. Ten years ago 

I seldom saw a white hunter shooting seals, but now 

Waste of life. the sea is full of them and they are banging away all 

the time, getting some but killing and wounding a 
great many they do not get. 


Hunting by Indians. 


Waste of life. 


Migration of seals. 


Prices of skins. 


his 
JAMES x LIGHTHOUSE. 
mark. 
Witness: 
JOHN P. McCGLINN. 
C. BH. GAY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[L. S.] CLARENCE P. BRown, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of Osly, Makah Indian sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 


Osly, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a native Makah 
Indian, and reside on the Indian reservation at Neah Bay, in Clallam 
County, State of Washington, United States of America. I am about 

28 years old, and am a fisherman and hunter by oceupa- 

Experience. tion. IJ have been engaged at seal hunting along the 
coast for the last ten years. At first I hunted in large 

canoes, but soon commenced to go hunting in schooners. I have sealed 
all along the coast, from the mouth of the Columbia River to the passes 

Sealsdonoeneeban leading into the Bering Sea, and do not know of any place 
on coast, and are not ON the coast where seals haul out upon the land. Seals 
ae in water or on dg not give birth to their young in the water nor on the 

kelp. About six years ago I went to Bering Sea, as a 
Favorite, 1886. a hunter, on the sealing schooner Favorite, McClean, 
master. She carried one stern boat and ten canoes; 
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we captured about 4,700 seals, most all of which were _ Catch mostly preg 
Eee ; : : = nant or nursing cows. 

cow seals giving milk. The majority of the seals we 

caught in the Bering Sea were cows that had given birth to their young. 

We captured these at a distance of about 100 miles away from the 

Pribylov Islands. We used the spear more than the gun, and secured 

nearly all of them that we hit with if, but lost a great |. 

: 5 3 aste of life. 
many seals that we shot; we prefer to use the spear, : 
because in so doing we do not lose so many nor frighten them away. 

About four years ago I went to Bering Sea as a hunter in the seal- 
ing schooner Challenger, Williams, master. She carried 
boats and one canoe. There were three white men in 
each boat and two Indians in the canoe. We caught 
about 2,000 seals, most of which were cows in milk. | Catch mostly uurs- 
The white hunters who used guns in the Bering Sea ™*“** 
were banging away at the seals sometimes all day long, and they would 
lose a great many of those that they had shot. I do not think that 
they bro ought to the schooner one-half of those that they 
killed, to say nothing of those that they wounded and 
got away. Tam unable to tell the sex of the seal while it is in the water, 
unless it be an old bull with a long wig. 

In 1889 I again went to the sea, in the schooner James G. Swan. Seals 
were not so thick in the sea that year as they were 
about four years previous to that time. Seals are like- 
wise rapidly decreasing all along the coast. I have Decrease. 
never killed an old bull or barren cow along the coast, 
neither have I killed a cow in milk along “the coast, or anywhere else 
than in the Bering Sea. Small black pups are not seen in the water along 
the coast. Seals “first appear off Cape Fiattery about 
the 1st of January, and pass on up the coast and begin 
to disappear in June, the old cows leaving first, and 
about the last of June they are all gone. 


Challenger, 1°88 


Waste of life. 


James G. Swan,1889 


Appearance off 
coast. 


OsLy (his x mark). 
Witness: 
C. P. BRown. 
JOHN P. McGLInN. 


Subseribed and sworn before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 1892 
[L. 8.] CLARENCE P. BROWN, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington, 
residing at Port Angeles, Wash. 


Deposition of Wilson Parker, Indian sealer. 
HABITS PELAGIC SEALING 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 


Wilson Parker, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a native 
Makah Indian and live on the reservation at Neah Bay. , State of Wash- 
ington, United States of America, and am by occupa- 
tion a hunter and fisherman. I have been-engagedt in. Experience Indian 
seal hunting for about eighteen years; the first eight z 
or ten years ; I used to go as a steerer-man in large canoes, three men in 
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a canoe, and the Indiansin the canoe used spears. We hunted 10 or 15 
miles off shore and about the same distance north and 
south of Cape Flattery. I used to hunt for seals in the 
Straits of San Juan de Fuca, but of late years have not done so because 
the seals do not come into the straits any more. During the last eight 
or ten years I have been hunting seals in smaller canoes and were taken 
farther out to sea by schooners that would carry ten or fifteen small 
canoes, each canoe manned by two Indians. I have sealed in that man- 
ner all the way along the coast from the Columbia River to the upper 
end of the Vancouver Island and have never seen a 
coe NOt Raul up om ylace along there where the seals hauled out upon the 
land. Seals do not give birth to their young in the 
water nor on the kelp. Inever saw any black pups in the water, but 
we used to catch a great many more gray pups than we do now, and I 
have never captured any cows along the coast that were giving milk 
and that had given birth to their young that year. I never have cap- 
aly oes tured any full-grown cows on the coast that were bar- 
apex indistinguisha” yen, and seldom see any old bulls and can not tell the 
sex ‘of a seal in the water. 

Seals are very much more scarce than they were when I began to 
seal in schooners. I never see any more big herds 
like I used to, and it is much more difficult to get to 
them now than in former years. They have got wild and shy, because 
they have been hunted too much with guns. I have been out seal- 
ing this year and caught 16 seals; 5 of them were full-grown cows 
that had pups in them. The rest were young seals about 2 years 
old, both male and female, excepting 1, and that was 
a orey y pup. The seals first appear in this vicinity 
about the 1st of January, and pass along up the coast in June and 
July. The cows most all disappear in June and the younger seals a 
little later. 


Sealing off coast. 


Decrease. 


Migration. 


1 I have always hunted with a spear and never with 
Has not hunted in v 


Bering Sea. a gun, and have never been in Bering Sea. 
his 
WILSON x PARKER. 
mark. 
Witnesses:, 
JOHN P. McGLINN. 
C. E. Gay. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. ] CLARENCE P. BRown, 
Notary Public in and for the Siate of Washington. 


Deposition of Chestoqua Peterson, clerk of trader. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 


Chestoqua Peterson, being duly sworn, deposesand says: lam 24 years 
of age, and am the son of Peter Brown, the chief of the Makah Indians. 
I reside at Neah Bay, ‘Clallam County, State of Wasb- 

Experience. ington, United States of America. Iam by occupa- 
tion a clerk in the trader’s store here, and I speak the 
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English language well, and can interpret the Chinook and Indian lan- 
guages. During the last eight yiars I have been engaged in buying 
and handling seal-furs for my employer at Neah Bay. I assort the furs 
into different classes and qualities and usually divide them into four 
grades—first, second, third, and fourth. 

The first-class is composed mostly of the skins of full-grown cows. 
I distinguish the skins of males from those of cows because the skins 
of the cows have white whiskers and those of males 
black whiskers. 

The second class I place the skins of younger seals that are 2 years 
old and over. They all have black whiskers, both male and female, 
except perhaps a few seals, whose whiskers are beginning to turn 
white. 

The third-class I place the skins of all seals that are less than 2 years 
old, excepting the gray pups. 

The fourth-class [ put the gray pups. 

The third and fourth classes are about half male and half female. 
About one-third of all the skins taken here are graded as first-class 
skins, and are mostly female skins. In former years the Indians would 
take au greater proportion of pups than they do now. I know this be- 
cause of the skins se are offered for sale now. In the 
schooner James G. Swanthis year the Indians captured 
198 skins, and among the whole lot there were only 2 skins of pups. 
The seals taken far off the shore are larger than those caught near the 
coast or in the straits. There are not as many seal 
skins offered for sale now as in former years, and last 
year our people caught less than one-eighth of what 
they used to prior to 1886. 


Classes of skins. 


Decrease. 


James G.Swan,1892. 


CHESTOQUA PETERSON, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. | CLARENCE P. BRown, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of John Tysum, Makah Indian (sealer). 


HABITS. PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 

John Tysum, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam about 29 years 
old. Iam anative Indian of the Makah tribe; [reside 
on the reservation at the Neah Bay Agency. ILamby Experience. 
occupation a hunter and fisherman. I have been en- 

gaged in hunting seals ever since I was old enough. In 

1889 I entered the Bering Sea in the schooner James G. 
Swan. I was never there betore, nor have I been there 
since. About two years ago I began to hunt seals with 
the shotgun, but [have always carried a spearinmy canoe, and frequently 
use it. I have sealed up and down the coast in canoes between De- 
struction Island and the north end of Vancouver Island. In latter 
years I have gone seal hunting in schooners that carried Indian canoes. 
Generally each canoe is manned by three Indians, one of which carries 
a spear. When a seal ora school of seals are sighted the canoe is low- 


James G. Swan,1889. 


Indian hunting. 
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ered and the Indians go toward the seal and try to capture them, and at 
night we return to the schooner with our catch. The seals are placed 
on board the schooner and skinned, sometimes the carcasses are thrown 
into the sea, and sometimes they are saved for food. 
Seals appear on the coast about the last of December, 
and they are nearly all gone up north by the middle of July. 

About half the seals caught along the coast are cows that have white 
whiskers and have pupsin them. A good many young 
males and females, from 1 to 2 years old are cap- 
tured. They all have black whiskers. I have never 
killed any old bulls along the coast, but have killed a 
very tew large cows late in the season that were bar- 
ren. Sealsdo not haul out upon the land along the coast 
and give birth to their young; nor do they breed on 
the kelp or in the water. I get most all the seals that 
T hit with the spear. I lose about one-half of those I shoot with a gun. 
Tf I kill a seal right dead, it sinks almost as quick as a rock, and if it 
is slightly wounded they run away and are lost. 

I have captured a great many seals with the spear, and found shot 

aah in them. I have never captured any cows in milk 

Sealing in Bering . ; ° 5 
Sea. ~ along the coast, but when in the Bering Sea, in 1889, I 
sealed off abcut 90 miles from the seal islands and 
caught cows in milk there. During the last 5 or 6 
as year's seals have decreased in numbers very rapidly. A 
great many of the white men are poor hunters, and lose 
a great many of the seals that they shcot. They shoot, 
and shoot, and shoot, and don’t get any seals, and that 
makes them wild, so that an Indian can’t get near them 
with a spear. The cow seals leave the vicinity of Cape 
Flattery sooner than the young seals do and are almost all gone in 
June, but I have killed young ones as late as July. 


Migration. 


Pregnant females. 


Do not haul up on 
coast. 


Waste of life. 


Waste of life. 


Migration. 


his 
JOHN x TYSUM. 


inark. 
Witness: 

JoHN P. MCGLINN. 

Cr. GAY. 
_ Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D., 
1892. 
|SEAL.] CLARENCE P. BROWN, 

Notary Public inand for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of Watkins, Makah Indian sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 

County of Clallam, ss: 

Watkins, being buly sworn, deposes and says: That I am a native 
Makah Indian, and reside at Neah Bay on the Indian Reservation in 
the State of Washington, United States of America. My ageis about 35 
years, and I am a hunter and fisherman by occupation. 
J have been hunting seals all my life, or since I was old 
pongian methods of enough. Previous to ten years ago I always hunted 

seals with a spear in a large canoe, and from 20 to 30 


Experience. 


Ter, 
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“miles around Cape Flattery and from 60 to 100 miles up and down the 
coast. Each canoe carried 3 Indians,and Iwas the spearman, and 
generally secured about all of the seals that I hit, but would sometimes 
miss them and they would swim away. In hunting with schooners 
during the last ten or twelve years we would take ten or fifteen smaller 
canoes on board and go up and down the coast from the mouth of the 
Columbia River to the upper end of Vancouver Island. We send but 
2 men out in the small canoe. “I have always used ~ 

3 6 5 o guns used. 
the spear in hunting the seals and none of the hunters — Guns frighten’ the 
that went with me ever used the gun. Wedonot like %¢!s- 
to use guns because it scares the seals away. 

I do not know of any place along the coast where the seals haul out 
upon the land and give birth to their young, nor can .... , 

< : c = Seals not born in 

they give birth to their young in the water or on the: water. 
kelp and have them live. Within the last five or six 
years the seals are becoming fewer and fewer, and are 
wild and shy and very hard to catch. Mostof theseals | Pregnant females 
captured along the coast are cows with pupsin them. ‘**™ 
I have never captured any cows in milk or that had given birth to 
their young that year on coast, and I do not recollect of ever hav- 
ing caught an old bull. The seals first appeared about — yo qapuns canente 
the cape the last of December, and the grown females og coast December 
all leave for the north in June, but we kill some of the till June. 
younger seals up to the middle of July, and then they leave. I have 
not caught any gray pups this year and have never hunted seals in the 
Bering Sea. So many schooners and white men are 
hunting them with guns all along the coast that they 
are getting all killed off. 


Decrease. 


No gray pups caught. 


Extermination. 


WATKINS (his X mark), 
Witness: 
C. P. BRown. 
JOHN P. MCGLINN. 


Subscribed sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 1892, 
{[SEAL.] CLARENCE P. BRowN, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington, 
residing at Port Angeles, Wash. 


Deposition of Charley White, Makah Indian, sealer. 
HABITS. PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 

Charley White, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am about 40 
years old, and am a native Makah Indian. Ireside on 
the Indian Reservation at Neah Bay, State of Wash- 
ington, United States of America. I am by occupation a hunter 
and fisherman, and have been so engaged all my life. I have 
hunted seals in canoes all along the coast, between Grays Harbor 
and the northern end of Vancouver Island. Years 
ago we went out in the ocean in canoes, but in later 
years we take our canoes out on the ocean in schooners 
and then hunt seals from the schooners. Have never been any farther 


Experience. 


Methods of Indian 
hunting. 
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north than Barelay Sound. I have always used spears in hunting the 
seals, and very seldom lose one I hit. While out hunt- 
ing this year we caught sixteen seals: one-half of them 
were cows with pup, the remainder were yearlings and 
two years old, of both sexes. Seals begin to appear on the coast the 
latter part of December, and they are almost all gone by the 10th of 
July. The cows appear to leave for the northward 
earlier than the younger ones. While out seal hunt- 
ing last year I captured a few seals that the white hunters had wounded 
and lost, and found a good many shot in their bodies. I have captured 
a good many seals lately that had buckshot in them. Seals do not 
haul outon land at Barclay Sound nor along the coast, 
wenils not born in nor do I think they give birth to their young in the 
‘water or on the kelp. 

Seals were always plenty in the Strait of San Juan de Fuca and 
along the coast until the white hunter came here and 
commenced shooting them some six or eight years ago. 
Since that time they have decreased very rapidly. 


Half of seals caught 
pregnant females. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


his 
CHARLEY x WHITE. 
mark 
Witness: 
JoHN P. MCGLINN. 
C. E. GAY. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. 
D. 1892. . 
[SEAL. ] CLARENCE P. BROWN, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of Wispoo, Indian, sealer. 
HABITS. PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 

Wispoo, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a native Indian 
of the Makah tribe, and reside on the reservation at Neah Bay. IL 
am about 35 years old, and am by occupation a hunter 
and fisherman. I have hunted seals all my life, or 
since I was old enough to do so. I have sealed up and down the 
coast, between the mouth of the Columbia River and the upper end 
of the Vancouver Island and Barclay Sound. I am familiar with the 

bays and inlets along the coast, and I do not know of 
coy, Bot haul up o2 any place on the coast where the seals haul out upon 

the land and breed. They do not give birth to their 
pups in the water nor on the kelp. Sometimes during a heavy storm 
a few seals will be driven on shore for a short time, but will not stay 
but a few hours. Until about eight years ago I used to catch seals in 
the Straits of San Juan de Fuca, but for the last two 
or three years they have been so scarce in the straits 
that we do not try to hunt them any more. About ten years ago I 
commenced hunting seals from schooners, using smaller canoes than I 
formerly did, and have always used spears in hunting 
seals. About seven or eight years ago schooners came 


Experience. 


Sealing in straits. 


Pelagic sealing. 
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in with white men who used shotguns, and have gradually increased in 
number and size of vessels, until now there are nearly one hundred 
sealing schooners engaged in sealing along the coast. 

Seals ‘are not near so plentiful as they were seven or eight years ago. 
I think the cause of this is that they have been hunted 
so much by white hunters, who use shotguns and rifles. 
Most all the seals caught by me along the coast were 
cows that had pups in them. I never killed a barren ,,,%¢2"@™t females 
cow or one that was in milk, and have never seen a 
black pup in the water along the coast, but used to capture a great 
many gray pups, but this year I have not seen one. Seals first appear 
off Cape Flattery about the last of December. The 
cows seem to leave first, and in July nearly all of the 
seals have disappeared. I am familiar with the west coast of Vancou- 
ver Island, and have been in Barclay Sound, Clayquot Sound, and 
talked with the Indians there, and none of us know of any place along 
the coast where seals haul out upon the land and 
breed, nor have I heard any Indian speak of such a ,,2o net haul up on 
place. Seals do not give birth to their young in the 
water nor on the kelp. Many of the seals I have speared had shot and 
bullets in them. This was never seen before until about eight years 
ago, and now it is a frequent occurrence. 


Decrease. 


Migration. 


WIspPoo (his x mark). 
Witness: 
JOHN P. McGLINN. 
C. E. GAY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. | CLARENCE P. Brown, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of Hish Yulla, Makah Indian, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 


Hish Yulla, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am about 60 
years old, and am a native Indian of the Makah tribe, and reside on 
the Neah Bay Reservation, in the county of Clallam, State of Wash- 
ington, United States of America. I have been a hunter and _ fisher- 
man all my life. Years ago I used to hunt seals in the 
Straits of San Juan de Fuca in the winter time, and Experience. 
in the summer time I would hunt them in canoes from 
10 to 20 miles off Cape Flattery, and of late years I hunt in a small 
canoe, and put it on a schooner and go up and down the coast between 
the mouth of the Columbia River and Barclay Sound. I have always 
used spears in hunting the seals. I have been out on the Pacifie Ocean 
this year seal hunting, and caught three seals; they 
were large cow seals, and had pupsinthem. One and _ ,,Grownseals caught 


two year old seals are about equally male and female. I 
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have never seen a young black pup along the coast, nor 


Do not haul up or T have never known the seals to haul out upon the 


give birth to prps on 


coast. land along this coast and give birth tv their young. I 
never killed a cow in milk along the coast, Within the 
Decrease. last five or six years seals have decreased in number 


very fast and are becoming very shy, and it is difficult 
to creep upon them and hit them withthe spear. Years ago, the heads 
of seals along the coast would stick up out of the water almost as thick 
as the stars in the heavens, but since the white man, with so many 
schooners, have come, and began to shoot and kill them with the guns 
they have become very scarce. 
Almost one-half of the seals | catch are cow seals 
Nearly 50 per cent : waite 
are pregnant females. ANd have little pups in them. The cow seals are the 
When seals leave first to leave the coast, but the young seals stay longer 
coast. here, aud are not all gone until in July. 
HisH YULLA (his x mark). 
Witness: 
JOHN P. MCGLINN. 
C. E. Gay. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D. 
1802.8 Ls 
[SEAL.] CLARENCE P. Brown, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


Deposition of Thomas Zolnoks, Makah Indian, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
County of Clallam, ss: 


Thomas Zolnoks, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam a native 
Makah Indian and reside on the reservation at Neah 
Bay, State of Washington, United States of America. 
Tam 24 years old, and am by occupation a hunter and fisherman. I 
have been engaged in hunting seals ever since I was 9 or 10 years old. 
Until about 1880 I. hunted seals in large canoes, in which I always used 
thespear. In the lasteightor ten years I have hunted for seals insmall 
canoes carried on schooners, and sealed off Cape Flattery from 20 to 75 
miles, and as far south as the Columbia River and north up to the passage 
into Bering Sea, but have never hunted forseals in those waters. About 

One-third of cows ONe-third of all the cows I caught along the coast were 
caught are pregnant. cows with pups in them; never caught any old bulls, 
and used to catch more gray pups than I do now. Most all the rest of 
the seals I caught have been 1 and 2 years old, and are about equally 
male and female. J never have seen or heard of a place along the coast 

Do not haul upon Where the seals haulout upon land. I neverhave seen 
EEN any pups born the same year, nor have I ever caught 
any cow seals on the coast that were in milk. 

Seals are much scarcer now than they used to be six or eight years 
ago. They used to go ten or fifteen in a buneh, but 
now we seldom see more than two or three together. 
A great many that I have caught in the last three or four years have 
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shot in them, and many have been badly wounded. The seals first 
appear off the cape about Christmas, but do not come ‘Apopael-a Gane 
in the straits now like they used to, and they are very Fiattery about Christ- 
shy and wild. They appear to be passing to the north- ™** 

ward, up the coast, and in July are all gone. In hunt- 
ing with spears I capture nearly all that I hit. If so 
many white hunters keep hunting the seal with shotguns as they do 
now, it will be but a short time before they will all be gone. 


his 
THOMAS x ZOLNOKS. 


mark. 


Are gone in July. 


Witness: 
C. P. BRownN. 
C. PETERSON. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 27th day of April, A. D, 
1892. 
|SEAL. ] ; CLARENCE P. BRowN, 
Notary Public in and for the State of Washington. 


TESTIMONY TAKEN IN SAN FRANCISCO. 


Deposition of Charles Adair, scaler (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Charles Adair, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am by 
occupation a sailor. I reside in Port Townsend. I have made two 
sealing voyages in the North Pacific and Bering Sea as 
seaman and boat-puller. In 1889 I went on the Ameri- 

James G. Swan, 1889. can schooner James G. Swan, and the other, in 1890, in 
Rosie Olsen,1s90. the British schooner Rosie Olsen, of which Captain Me- 
Lean was master. We left about the 1st of March in 

the James G. Swan, the voyage being made about Cape Flattery, the 
mouths of the Straits of Fuca and the entrance of Puget Sound, and 

eter aig were gone about six weeks. We caught about 185 

elagic sealing; fe- u , ; : < 
males principally ta- Seals, mostly females in young, and we killed them 
mone while they were asleep on the water. The first day L 
hunted we killed 15, and used rifles and shotguns, but we used the 
shotguns mostly. We secured one out of about every 
five that we shot at or killed. 

The Rosie Olsen left Victoria about the 5th of March and went down 
to Neah Bay, down to Cape Flattery, about 80 miles south. We cruised 
around there about five weeks, and had about 275 seals, when we started 
north. Then we went to Queen Charlotte Sound on up to the Bering 

mer cae Sea. We entered the Bering Sea through Muckawa 
g Sea, time of : : 

entering. Pass about the Ist of July, and commenced hunting 

- .__., Seals wherever we could find them, among which were 

“emale seals in milk ’ Ri nm , 2 3 
30 to 150 miles trom @ great Many cows giving milk, which we killed from 
asians: 30 to 150 miles from the islands. We had a row on 

aS ; . board because some of the hunters were green hands 

unters, inexperi- fe Agee : - 

enced. and the men would not go out in the boats with them. 
They took the hunters out of our boats and put them 

into the other boats that made no catch, and then we kicked that they 
should put the green hunters into our boats, because everything they 
would shoot would sink on them and were lost. We cruised around 
there for awhile and finally the captain thought he would try the 
islands. We got $30 a month, and 25 cents from the 
hunters and 25 cents for each skin off the boat. We 
Raidig theislands. refused to go on the islands on those terms, as we did 
not care to take the risk unless he gave us $1.25 a skin. 

The captain would not give us that, so we cruised around again and at 
last we came to terms, the captain agreeing to give us $laskin. Wethen 

400 
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went over toward St. Paul Island, but were driven away by a revenue 
cutter. We cruised around in the sea till the latter part of October, 
when we started for home. Our entire catch for that  penates, percent 
season was 1,270 skins. I think we got on an average age of. 

about two males to ten females. An experienced Waste ote 
hunter would get one out of every three that he shot or ,,2u™ter expert 
killed, and a green hunter would get about one out of Hunter,  inexperi- 
every seven or eight that he shot or killed. eoddee 

CHARLES ADAIR. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, A. D. 1892, 
[SEAL. | ULEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Charles J. Behlow, furrier, San Francisco. 


PELAGIC CATCH. 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Charles J. Behlow, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside i in San 
Francisco, State of C alifornia, and am by occupation 
a fur merchant, and have been. so engaged permanently 
for the last thirty-five years, during “which time I have been constantly 
handling large quantities of raw fur-seal skins from all different loca- 
tions, and can readily distinguish the respective quality, size, age, and 
sex. On May 7 of this year I examined 355 salted 
fur-seal skins, ex-steamer Umatiila from Victoria, ,,©%2mimet cateh of 
and found the same to be fresh skins taken off the 
animal within three months. They were killed in the North Pacific. 
On examination I found they were the skins known as the northwest 
coast seals, and belong to the herd which have their... 

z Aber, OFS E vest coast 
rookery on the Pribilof Islands. The lot contained 310 seals. 
skins of the fur-seal cow (matured). From the shape 
of the skin most all of these cows must have been 
heavy with pup, and same cut out of them when captured. Highteep. 
skins of the fur-seal male (matured). Twenty-seven skins of the fur- 
seal gray pup, from 6 to 9 months old; sex doubtful. 

On June 2, I examined 78 salted fur-seal skins, ex-steamer Walla 
Walla from Victoria, and found the same to be fresh 
skins taken off the animal within three months. They fae trai test 
were killed in the North Pacific. 

On examination I found they were the sking known as the North- 
west Coast seals, and belong to the herd which have 
their rookery on the Pribilof Islands. Thelot contained Northwest Coast 
66 skins of the fur-seal cow (matured). From the shape “Neary an pregnant. 
of the skin most all of these cows must have been 
heavy with pup, and same cut out of them when captured. Five skins 
of the fur-seal male (matured). Seven skins of the fur-seal gray pup, 
from 6 to 9 months old. Sex doubtful. 

On June 7 I examined 268 salted fur-seal skins ex-steamer Umatilla 
from Victora, and found the same to be fresh skins taken 
off the animal within three months. They werekilled | 
in the North Pacific. On examination I found they A ct Le | 
were the skins known as the Northwest Coast seals, seals 
and belong to the herd which have their rookery SOs Troma 
on the Pribilof Islands. The lot contained 212 skins 
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cnéctonices 


Nearly all pregnant. 
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of the fur-seal cow (matured). From the shape of the skin most all of 
these cows must have been heavy with pup and same cut out of them 
when captured. Eleven skins of the fur-seal male (matured). Forty- 
five skins of the fur-seal gray pup, from 6 to 9 months old. Sex 
doubtful. 

On the same date I also examined 124 salted fur-seal skins ex-Uma- 
tulla from Victoria, and found the same to be fresh 
skins taken off the animal within three months. They 
were killed in the North Pacific. On examination I found they were 

; the skins known as the Northwest Coast seals, and be- 

cenrthwest ©0a8t jong to the herd which have rookery on the Pribilof 

Islands. The lot contained 93 skins of the fur-seal cow 

(matured). From the shape of the skin most all of these cows must 

have been heavy with pup and same cut out of them 

when captured. Fifteen skins of the fur-seal male 

(matured). Sixteen skins of the fur-seal gray pup. from 6 to 9 months 
old. Sex doubtful. 

1 notice on examining seals caught this spring that there is a lack 

of the larger size of productive animals, and the lots 
Liz ot goals dimin- mostly contain the skins of the medium-sized seals, 
: running from 2 to 3 years of age. 


“Umatilla,” 1892. 


Nearly all pregnant. 


Cus. J. BEHLOW. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 24th day of June, A. D, 1892. 
[SHAL.| CLEMENT BENNETT, 
4 = 5 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Charles J. Behlow, furrier, San Francisco. 
PELAGIC CATCH. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Charles J. Behlow, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: [ re- 
side in San Francisco, State of California, and am by 
occupation a fur merchant, and have been so engaged 
permanently for the last thirty-five years, during which time I have been 
constantly handling large quantities of raw fur- seal skins from all dif- 
ferent locations, and can readily distinguish the respective quality, size, 
- age, and sex. 

On July 13, 1892, I examined 1,342 salted fur-seal skins, ex-schooner 

Examined catch of mma and Louise from the North Pacific Ocean, and 
the schooner Emma found same to be fresh skins taken off the animal with- 
and Diaanee- in four months. They were killed in the North Pacifie. 

Noxthwest. Coast On examination I find they were the skins known as 
skins. the Northwest Coast seals, and belong to the herd 
which have their rookery on the Pribylov Islands. The 
lot contained four skins of the fur-seal, large bulls 
(breeding bulls), 123 skins of the fur-seal, male (mostly 
matured), 98 skins of the fur-seal, gray pup, less than one year old, sex 


Experience. 


Eighty-nine per 
cent females. 


doubtful; 1,112 skins of the fur-seal, cow (mostly matured). From_ 


theshape of the skin most all these cows must have been 


Mostly pregnant. 
heavy with pup, and same cut out of them when cap- 


tured. CHARLES J. BEHLOW. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of July, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL] CLEMENT BENNETT, 


Notary Public. 


ie. . dow 
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Deposition of Charles J. Behlow, furrier. 
PELAGIC CATCH. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


Charles J. Behlow, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside in 
the city and county of San Francisco, State of Cali- 
fornia; I am by occupation a fur merchant, and have 
been so engaged permanently for the last thirty-five years, during which 
time I have been constantly handling large quantities of raw fur-seal 
skins from many different localities, and I can readily distinguish the 
respective quality, size, age, and sex. 

On the 26th instant [ examined fifteen salted fur-seal skins ex-schooner 
Rose Sparks from the North Pacific Ocean, and found 4 nea eaten 
the same to be fresh skins taken off the aminal within of the Rose Sparks. 
two months. They were killed in the North Pacific, 
and that they are of the skins known as the Northwest Coast seals, and 
belonged to the herd which have their rookery on the Pribylov Islands. 

The lot contained: 2 skins of the fur seal (matured); 5, 4, of skins in 

2 skins of the fur-seal gray pup under one year of age the catch. 
(sex doubtful); 11 skins of the fur-seal cow (matured). 
And from the shape of the latter most all of these cows 
must have been heavy with pup, and some cut out of them when cap- 
tured. 


Experience. 


Mostly females. 


Cus. J. BEHLOW. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of July, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Charles J. Behlow, furrier. 


PELAGIC CATCH. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Charles J. Behlow, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside in 
the city and county of San Francisco, State of California, and I am 
by occupation a fur merchant and have been so en- 
gaged permanently for the last thirty-five years, during 
which time I have been constantly handling large quantities of raw fur- 
seal skins from many different localities, and I can readily distinguish 
the respective quality, size, age, and sex. 

On the 29th instant I examined 2,170 salted fur-seal skins ex-schooner 
Hd. E. Webster, that were taken by said schooner off the Pees ine 
coast of Japan in the Pacific Oceam. I found them to be Gatehof the: Karas 
fresh skins skinned off the animal within four months "sr. 
last past, and that they are of the class of skins known as Russian seals, 
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and they belong to the herd having its rookery on the Commander 
Islands and the Robbins Bank. 

The lot contains 320 skins of the fur-seal male (mostly matured); 

; 105 skins of the fur-seal gray pup under one year of 
can inds of sinscon” age (sex doubtful); 1,745 skins of the fur-seal cow 
(mostly matured). From tie shape of the latter most 
all of these cows must have been heavy with pup, and 
the same cut out of them when captured. 

I find the skin in this lot to run much larger in sizes than those 
known as the Northwest seals that are now taken on the American side. 
The greater percentage of these 2,170 salted fur-seal skins are of the 
large breeding cows with fully developed teats. 

Some years ago the catch of the Northwest seals taken in the North 
Pacific Ocean and the Bering Sea (on the American side) contained a 
great number of the large breeding cows as above described; but of 
late years, on examining the catches, I find very few; and this year 

Regt ted wa hardly any, proving conclusively that the old stock of 
ing cows almost ex. Productive cows is almost exterminated. The herd to 
terminated. which the 2,170 seals above referred to belong, and 

Russian and Alas. Known as “Russian seal,” and have no connection what- 
kan herds donot min. ever with the seals taken on the coast of North Amer- 
gle. ica or in the Bering Sea, and known as the Northwest 
seal, the herd that have their rookery on the Pribylov Islands. 

Cus. J. BEHLOW. 

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of July, A. D. 1892, 

[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Mostly female. 


Deposition of William Bendt, fitter-out of sealing vessels, and managing 
owner of the schooner Bowhead. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


William Bendt, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside 
in San Francisco. My occupation is that of saloon 
Experience. keeper and lodging-house keeper. Ihave been engaged 
in fitting out sealing vessels and sending them to the 
North Pacific and Bering Sea for eight or nine years. I fitted out the 
schooners Powler, Laura, C. H. White, and others. Iam now the man- 
aging owner of the schooner Bowhead. I furnished my 
om eats and other Vessels with rifles and shotguns, and each vessel car 
ried from three to seven boats, with three men to the 
minake Seals 1 to 1". boat, a hunter, poat-puller, and steerer, and when in the 
Islands. Bering Sea we take seals trom 10 to 150 miles from the 
sealislands. Therehas been a great decrease of seals in 
the last few years from what there was in former years. 
peenibiton neces- They are also getting shy and seared from being hunted 
: so much, and they are now very hard tocatch. If they 
do not protect them in the Bering Sea it will be but a few years before 
they will be exterminated. 


Decrease. 
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There is very little m the sealing business now, the cost of fitting 
out a vessel being from $5,000 to $6,000, and you have to take the risk 
of having your vessel confiscated. I sent my vessel this year over to 
the coast of Japan. There were some seventy-odd schooners fitted out 
last year from Victoria and they all got good catches, while from here 
there were only from ten to fifteen schooners fitted out, and they did 
not do as well. From my knowledge of the business I am certain that 
the fur-seal will soon be exterminated if it is not protected in the Ber- 
ing Sea. We might kill some in the Pacific Ocean, if there did not too 
many vessels go out to huntthem. IL know of none, nor 
neither do I believe there is any place where the fur- p7ookevies only on 
seals haul up to breed on land along our shores or in 
the Bering Sea, except on Pribylov Islands, and further a rong 
1 do not believe it possible for the female to give birth , tage Pith mm 
to its young in the water and have it live. 


W. BENDT. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 


Notary Public. 


Deposition of Martin Benson, sealer, and master of James G. Swar 
and Leo. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


Martin Benson, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I have been 
engaged in sealing five years, as master of the James G. Swan and the 
Leo, in Bering Sea and North Pacific Ocean. I began 
to take seal off Cape Flattery about March 1. Fol- 
lowed the seal north and entered Bering Sea about 
July 20. The seal are constantly on the move up the coast from the 
time they first make their appearance off Cape Flattery. The spear and 
shotgun have been used by me. But few seal are lost that are struck 
with spear. About 66 per cent are lost when shot with shotgun and a 
larger proportion are lost when rifle isused. Seventy- SoeenLenve Wane 
five per cent of the seal taken on the coast are COWS cent cows with pup 
with pup. And the larger proportion of those killed *e.- 
in Bering Sea are also cows. Have killed cow seal, with milk in them, 
65 miles from the Pribilof Islands. I think cow seal are tamer than 
young male seal. A few male seal are taken, ages ranging from 1 to 
5 years. Oncein a while we catch an old bull in the Pacific Ocean. 
The sex of the seal can not be told in the water unless it be an old bull, 
which is told by its size. 

Luse no discrimination in hunting, but kill everything that comes 
near. When seals are shot when they first put their WaAGe 
heads above water they sink at once and are hard to ,,iUsctiminate il: 
secure. Always try to shoot seal inthe head. Ifhead ~ 
is not exposed, we shoot them in other parts of the body. It is only a 
question of three or four years, if this indiscriminate 
slaughtering of seals is not stopped, they will become 
exterminated. Never have heard of or seen any pups ,2uPs, net berm in 
being born in the water or anywhere else on the coast else outside Pribilof 
outside of the Pribilof Islands. I have never heard of ‘“""“* 
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Fur seal do not any fur-seal hauling up on the coast elsewhere than on 
haul up on coast else- © aos pe : ; ‘ 2 - 
where than on Prib- the Pribilof Islands. If pelagic sealing is stopped in 


ilot Islands. Bering Sea for a number of years seal would become 
Protection. plentiful again; if not stopped they will soon be exter- 
minated. 


MARTIN BENSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of April, 1892. 
. A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Thomas Bradley, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


SravTe oF CALIFORNIA. 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Thomas Bradley, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside 
in San Francisco. My occupation is that of a seaman. 
In 1884 I shipped on the Maggie Ross as a boat-puller 
for a sealing voyage to the North Pacific and Bering Sea. We left 
Victoria about May, going north, and sealed all the way to the Bering 
Sea. We had about sixty before entering the Bering Sea, nearly all 
of which were females with young pups in them. We entered the 

Bering Sea the middle of May and captured 300 while 
Mostly pregnant in there. Most of these were mother seals with their 


Maggie Ross, 1884. 


ae breasts full of milk. We had six boats, four men toa 
boat, two boat-pullers and a steerer and hunter. We 
Rifles used. killed them with rifles. We used to shoot at anything 


we ran across, and got about a third of what we killed 

Two-thirds lost. or wounded. Ido not know how many miles off the seal 

islands we were when we caught them, as I did not know the distances. 
THOS. BRADLEY. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Thomas Brown (No. 2), sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


‘STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Thomas Brown, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside 
‘iin San Francisco. My occupation is that of a laborer. I made a seal- 
ing voyage to the North Pacific and Bering Sea on 
de sna aeuine eee the Alexander, of which Captain McLean was master. 
We sailed from Victoria in January, 1885, going south 
‘to Cape Blanco, sealing round there about a month, when we bore north 
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to the Bering Sea, sealing allthe way up. We had 250 seals before en- 
tering the sea, the largest percentage of WIC WEL 1Cr eT one te 
males, most of them having young pups in them. I males, mostly preg- 
saw some of the young pups taken out of them. Wensane: 
entered the sea along about the Ist of May and caught between 600 
and 700 seals from 30 to 150 miles off the seal islands, and four out of 
five were females in milk. I saw the milk running on ,,,, 

> ar hg : aken 30 to 150 
the deck when we skinned them. We had six boats, miles from Pribilof 
three men to a boat, a boat-puller, hunter, and steerer. JEU 
They used mostly shotguns, using a rifle for long range. We got onan 
average three or five out of every twelve killed and nae a 
wounded. It depends a great deal upon the weather. SATE ee PEE 
There were lots of seals in the water at that time. 

THos. BROWN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of John O. Cantwell, lieutenant, Revenue Marine. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss : 

John ©. Cantwell, having been*duly sworn, deposes and says: | am 
a second lieutenant in the United States Revenue-Ma- 
rine Service. I have been on duty in Bering Sea dur- _, Fribilofrookerios in 
ing the summer months of the years 1854, 1885, 1886, Te ng as 
and 1891, and have frequently been on shore at the Pribilof Islands 
and in the waters adjacent thereto. Have always made it a careful 
study and paid particular attention to the number of seal, both on the 
Pribilof Islands and in the waters of Bering Sea. 
Whenever opportunity afforded have visited the rook- 
eries for the purpose of photographing and sketching the animals and 
studying their habits, numbers, ete. I have boarded a large number 
of vessels fitted out as sealers and engaged in sealing, and have con- 
versed with their masters and crews on the subject of pelagic sealing. 
From information gathered from these and other sources, and by com- 
parison of testimony given by the seal hunters, would ..t6 of life; 
say that at least 66 per cent of seals killed or wounded mostly pregnant te: 
escape and are never recovered, and that 75 per cent oe 
of seals shot in the North Pacific Ocean are females heavy with young, 
and that 80 per cent of seals shot in Bering Sea from July 1 to Sep- 
tember 15 are females, most of which have given birth to their young 
and are mostly caught while feeding at various distances from land. 

Have observed carefully the areas occupied by the seals on the rook- 
eries and hauling-out grounds, especially at Northeast Point and the 
reef on St. Paul Island, in 1884, 1885, 1886, and 1891, ae 
and on both rookeries the areas formerly occupied by ,,A730Gbereasing. 
seals have greatly decreased, so much so that at first, 
appearance it seemed, in 1891, as if the hauling-out grounds had been 
entirely deserted. Subsequent examination disclosed the fact that this 
was not strictly true, there still being a small number of male seals left 
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on those grounds. Have also observed that the seals are much moré 
scattered on the breeding rookeries than in former years (1884, 1885, 
1886); also that the number of seals in the water has 
proportionately decreased, and that they have grown 
very much more shy and difficult to approach. Without presuming to 
be absolutely correct, would estimate the number of seals present at St. 
Paul Island during the year 1891 to be about 10 per cent of the number 
there in former years of observation (1884, 1885, and 1886). I have also 
observed seals, presumably fishing, at distances vary- 
ing from 10 to 150 miles from the island, and am of thé 
opinion that most of the seals seen at distances more than 10 miles from 
land during the breeding season are females: . 
I did not observe any unusually large number of dead pups on the 
; rookeries in my visits to the islands until the year 1891, 
PEN ID During the month of September of that year, in com- 
pany with Mr. J. Stanley Brown, I visited the Starry Ateel and eastern 
rookeries on St. George Island and saw more than the average number 
of dead pups and a great many living pups, evidently in very poor con: 
dition, and either dead or dying from starvation, differing in this respect 
from the condition in which they are ordinarily found at this time of 
the year. Subsequently in November, 1891, I visited the Polovinia 
rookery on St. Paul Island, and in the course of one hour’s slow walking, 
covering perhaps 14 miles of ground, estimated the number of dead pup 
seals to benotlessthan1,000. Tconsider this number enormously inexcess 
of the normal mortality. I was informed at the time 
LO bOpsies: that the stomachs of dead pups had been examined by 
the medical officers at the island and no traces of food were found 
therein. From personal observation I am of the opinion that fully 90 
per cent of them died of starvation great emaciation 
eosin fom sry being apparent. ..1¢ will be necessary to prevent at 
once further open-sea or coastwise killing of seals, both 
Prohibition neces- In Bering Sea and the northern Pacific Ocean, if they 
Aa are to save them from extinction on the Pribilof Is- 
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lands. 

The present system of taking seals on the islands in vogue and prac- 
ticed by the lessees under governmental supervision 
is, in my opinion, the best that can be devised for build- 
ing up and perpetuating this great industry, and if the pelagic hunter 
and his destructive methods were banished from the waters of the 
Bering Sea and North Pacific it would be but a few years when these 
islands would again be teeming with seal life. The weapons used by 
pelagic hunters are rifles, shotguns, and spears. I have heard of nets 
being used, and have seen one on board a sealer (the Eliza Hdwards, 
Bering Sea, 1891), but know nothing of it, further than mere hearsay. 
The other weapons I have seen in use. 
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J. C. CANTWELL, 
Second Lieutenant, U.S. R. M. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
: Notary Public. 
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Deposition of James L. Oartheut, sealer (master), 1877-1887. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

James L. Cartheut, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 79 
years of age. I reside in the city and county of San Francisco. My 
occupation is thatof a master mariner. I was engaged 
in hunting the fur-seals in the North Pacifie in 1877 
to 1887, and during the latter part of the time in Bering Sea. I 
usually left San Francisco in February or March of each year and 
sealed along the coast, following the herd north on 
their way to their breeding grounds on the Pribylov 
Islands in the Bering Sea. I usually entered the sea about the 1st of 
July and came out in September. About 85 per cent of my catch of 
seals along the coast of the North Pacific were females, and most all of 
them were cows in pup, and I used to kill most of them while asleep 
on the water. I lost a great many that were killed by |. eet cies 

5 rege See 5 , : : aste of life, prin- 
their sinking before we could get to them. Ithink onan eipally female,” and 
average I got one out of every three killed, but some ™st!y pregnant. 
of my hunters did not do as well. It is difficult to get more than one 
breeching seal out of six killed. It is the custom for hunters to brag 
about how many seals they get out of the number killed, and in trying 
to outdo each other they generally exaggerate the facts. During the 
months of March, April, May, and June the seals in the North Pacific 
are traveling leisurely towards the passes into Bering Sea. 

About 80 per cent of the seals I caught in the Bering Sea were 
mothers in milk, and were feeding around the fishing 
banks just north of the Aleutian Islands, and I got foe eeting females 50 
most of my seals from 50 to 250 miles from the seal Priilot tues 
islands. I don’t think I ever sealed within 25 miles of 
the Pribylov Islands. They are very tame after giving birth to their 
young and are easily approached by the hunters. When the females 
leave the islands to feed they go very fast to the fishing banks, and 
after they get their food they will go to sleep on the waters. That is 
the hunter’s great chance. I think we secured more in proportion to 
the number killed than we did in the North Pacific. I 
hunted with shotgun and rifle, but mostly with shot- 
gun. Seals were not nearly as numerous in 1887 as they were in 1877, 
and it is my belief that the decrease in numbers is due to the hunting 
and killing of female seals in the water. Ido not think 
it possible for seals to exist for any length of time if Decrease. 
the present slaughter continues. The killing of the fe-  Deaa pups. 
males means the death of her born or unborn pup, and 
it is not reasonable to expect that this immense drain on the herds can 
be continued without a very rapid decrease in their numbers, and which 
practically means extermination within a very few eS 
years. If the seals are to be saved there must be no ,,,7°MDpition neces: 
killing at any time in the waters of Bering Sea, and it~ 
is also very important for their preservation that no females be killed 
in the North Pacific. They must be protected in both of these waters or 
they will be exterminated. I have never known of ' 
seals hauling out on land anywhere on the coast except pritior fase 
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at the Pribylov Islands. I went sealing for erght years 
130” Diese seized in in the schooner San Diego. She was seized by the 
revenue cutter in 1886 in Bering Sea, about 120 miles 
from the seal islands and north of Unalaska. She was taken with her 
eargo of about 584 seal skins to Sitka and forfeited by the court. 
The year following I went in the schooner Sylvia Handy, a new and 
‘ elegant vessel. She was also seized in Bering Sea, 
cen 1897, *" 24 about 170 miles from St. Paul Island and 17 miles from 
Unalaska She was taken to Sitka and condemned 
with her cargo of nearly 1,700 skins on board. These seizures, with the 
cost of litigation which followed, broke up the firm of L. N. Handy & 
Co. and myself, and we had to quit the business, as I perceived the Goy- 
ernment was condemning American vessels for sealing and releasing 
British vessels for the same offense. They treated us very badly. I 
am still in hopes we will be paid by it for our losses. In the Sylvia 
Handy I had also 26 seal skins which I had bought from a native hunter 
whose wife was sick and he wanted medicine for her. I gave him med- 
icine and bought his skins to accommodate him. There could be no 
doubt but they were legally caught, but they were taken from me and 
finally sold. The judge (Dawson) of the court afterwards told me they 
should not have been condemned, and had he known it sooner he would 
not have permitted them to have been taken from me and sold on ac- 
count of the Government. Most of the sealing fleet is now absent from 
this port in the hands of sealers of experience, having been so engaged 
for several years. So far as I know, their views, if they could be ob- 
tained, would be in harmony with my own opinions as herein expressed. 
JAMES L. CATHCUT. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. ] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Charles Challall, sealer, 1888-1890. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Charles Challall, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside in San 
Francisco; my occupation is that of a sailor; I have 
been sealing up the coast and in Bering Sea three sea- 
sons, commencing in 1888 and ending in 1890. In 1888 

Vanderbilt, 1888, © Went on the Vanderbilt. We did not go into the Ber- 
White, 1889; Hamil: ing Sea that year. In 1889 I went on the White, and 
bee sABen: in 1890 I went on the Hamilton. They were all sealers. 
We generally left San Francisco in March or April, and we sealed 
along the coast up to Queen Charlotte Sound. The largest catch we ever 
made between San Francisco and Queen Charlotte Sound was in 1888 
when we caught 300 seals. There was much less number 
of seals to be seen in the North Pacific and Bering Seain 
1890 than in 1888. We were hunting in the Bering Sea most of the 
time off Seventy-two and Unamak Pass, and we caught the seals as they 
were going to and from the Pribilof Islands to feed on 
the fishing grounds. Wecaughta great many seals on 
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the fishing banks just north and close by the Aleutian Archipelago. 
Most of the seals we killed going up the coast were 

females heavy with pup. I think 9 out of every 10 , Mostly pregnant 
were females. At least 7 out of 8 seals caught in the 
Bering Sea were mothers in milk. The vessels | went out in had from 
4 to 6 boats each. Each boat had 3 men, a hunter, and 2 pullers. 
The average hunter would get 1 out of every 3 that he 
shot; a poor hunter not nearly somany. ‘There are 21 
buckshot to a shell. I think a great many seals are wounded by hunt- 
ers that are not taken. The gunshot wounds more seals than the rifle. 
I think the aim of the hunter is to kill the seal rather than wound it. 
When they are in school sleeping we get a good many. We did not get 
as many we shot at in the Bering Sea as we did on the coast. If we got 
1 out of every 3 that we wounded in the Bering Sea we 

were doing pretty well. I do not know of any place pjiav). pp, only on 
where the seals haul up on this coast except on the seal 

islands. 
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CHAS. CHALLALL. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2d day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Daniel Claussen, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Be it remembered, that on the 26th day of February, 1892, at my 
office, 434 California street, in the city and county of San Francisco, 
State of California, before me, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and 
for said city and county of San Francisco, State of California, duly 
appointed and commissioned to administer oaths, etc., personally ap- 
peared Daniel Claussen, who, being first duly sworn, testified as fol- 
lows: 

DANIEL CLAUSSEN, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 


By the NOTARY: 


Q. Whatis your name, age, residence, and occupation?—A. My name 
is Daniel Claussen; age, 32; I reside in San Francisco and am by occu- 
pation a seal hunter. 

@. Are you a citizen of the United States?—A. I am; yes, sir. 

Q. What State are a resident of ?—A. California. 

Q. Have you been engaged in catching seals in the Pacific and Bering 
Sea, and for how long?—A. I have been engaged in 
sealing in the Pacific and in Bering Sea for the last six 
years. 

Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you have taken in 
the Pacific and Bering Sea?—A. Mostly female. 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken were cows?—A. 
About 80 per cent. 

Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken — Mostly pregnant fe- 

say j oda Z males. 
were with pup?—A. About 70 per cent. 

Q. Is it not a fact that you destroy a large percentage of seals that 
you do not catch!—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is that percentage?—A. We catch about 7 
seals out of 10. 
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Q. When does sealing commence in the Pacific and when does it 
end?—A. Sealing commences in the Pacific about the 1st of January 
and ends about the 1st of July. 

@. When does sealing commence in the Bering Sea and when does it 
end?—A. Sealing commences in the Bering Sea about the 1st of July 
and ends about the last of October. 

@. What percentage of seals are taken compared to those you de- 
stroy in doing so; in other words, how many do you actually get out 
of those you shoot?—A. We get about 75 per cent of what we shoot. 

Q. Isit not a fact that when you first started in the business and was 
inexperienced in hunting, that you, like all other beginners, destroyed 
a much larger proportion than you now do?—A. It is; yes, sir. 

Q. Are the seals you shoot at mostly asleep on the water or awake?— 
A. Asleep. 

Indiscriminate . Ifawake,do you shoot at them while breeching ?— 
slaughter. A. We shoot any we can get. 

Q. Have you ever seen any seals born in the water, and is it your 

opinion that it is possible for them to be born in the 


Pelagic birth im Water?—A. No, sir; they would drown if born in the 


possible. 
water. 
Haul out only on Q, Do you know of any place where seals land, out- 
Pribilof Islands: side of the seal islands?—A. I do not. 


Q. Has there been any decrease in the quantity of seals as compared 
to previous years?—A. I think there has. 
Q. If there is a decrease, to what do you attribute it?—A. To the 
killing and hunting of them by seal-hunters. 
WetTeAee: Q. Do the pups perish with the cows that you kill?— 
A. Certainly. 
(). Is it your opinion, if sealing continues unrestricted, that they will 
soon be exterminated ?—A. I think so; yes, sir. 
Q. In your opinion is it absolutely necessary to protect the cows in 
Bering Sea to prevent the herd from being extermi- 
e uuwen ies necess nated?—A. It is absolutely necessary in my opinion. 
aie @. What months of the year do you think they should 
be protected?—A. From the Ist of July to the last of October I think 
they should be protected. 
@. Do you generally shoot seals with a rifle, or a shotgun?—A. 
ca ti Mostly with a shotgun. 
; Q. What shot do you use, buckshot or fine shot?— 
A. Buckshot. t 
Q. Judging by the direction that seals were traveling in the spring 
of the year, during your experience, where do you suppose was their 
destination ?—A. To the rookeries in the Bering Sea. 
Q. Do you think it would be better that the Bering Sea should be 
entirely closed?—A. I think it would be better. 


Closing of Bering 
Sea. 
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DANIEL CLAUSSEN. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

I, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and for said city and county 
of San Francisco, do hereby certify that the witness in the foregoing 
deposition named was by me duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth; that said deposition was reduced to 
writing, and when completed was careftlly read over to said witness, 
and by him subscribed in my presence. 
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In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed 
my seal of office this 26th day of February, 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Peter Collins, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


Peter Collins, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am by 
occupation a sailor and reside in San Francisco. I 
was engaged as a boat-puller during the years 1888 
and 1889. On both trips I went out on the voy- 
age of the sealing schooner San Diego to Bering 
Sea. In 1888 we left here in February, and commenced to seal off 
the coast near San Francisco and caught about 300 seals in the North 
Pacific; we then went into the Bering Sea about the middle of July, 
and left there about the Ist of September. We got 900 seals in 18388, 
and 1,100 in 1889, inthe Bering Sea. The hunters used 
both shotguns and rifles. They used a rifle to shoot 
breeching seals, and a shotgun to shoot sleepers and tramps. The 
shotgun is not as fatal as the rifle, but wounds a great many more, 
Fully three-fourths of the seals shot in the North Pa- 
cific were females with young. Mother seals pregnant 
are more easily caught than young bachelors, and I 
am sure it is necessary for them to go on land to breed, 
and I have never heard of them going anywhere else ] 
than on the seal islands for that purpose. Anaverage Hauling up only on 
hunter will get one out of four of breeching seals, and 
one outof three of sleepers that he kills, but a common hunter will not 
get So many. 

The hunters will kill any seals that come along, it being impossi- 
ble to tell the sex in the water. Nearly all the cows 
are in milk during the months of July and August 
while they are out seeking food, and I haveseen mothers 
with their breasts full of milk killed 100 miles or more Mothers feeding. 
from the seal islands. I know they go great distances 
in search of food. There were not nearly as many seals 
to be found in 1889 as there were in 1888. I think the decrease is 
caused by the great destruction of females killed in the sea by the 
hunters, and if something i is not done to protect them 5, i oction neces: 
from slaughter in the North Pacific and Bering Sea, sary. 
they will all be gone in a few years. 

: PETER COLLINS. 


Subscribed and sworn to, before me, this 2d day of April, A. D. 1892 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Jotary Public. 
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Deposition of Washington C. Coulson, Captain U. S. R. M., in command 
of the Rush. 


PELAGIC SEALING AND PRIBILOF ROOKERIES. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Washington C. Coulson, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: 
_. Lam captain in the United States Revenue-Cutter serv- 
pa mmang of the ice, At present lamin command of the United States 
1870. -’ revenue cutter Rush. Iwas attached to the United 
States revenue cutter Lincoln, under the command of 
Capt. C. M. Scammon, during the year 1870, from June until the close 
of the year, as a third lieutenant, and have been an officer in the rev- 
St. Paul and st, Cue Service ever since. In the month of that year I 
George islands in WaS in the Bering Sea and at the seal islands of St. 


1g) Paul and St. George. I went on shore at both islands 

and observed the seals and seal life, the method of kill- 
Abundance of seals; ° < 

in 1870. ing, etc. I noticed particularly the great number of 


seal, which were estimated by those competent to judge 
that at least 5,000,000, and possibly 6,000,000, were in sight on the dif- 
ferent rookeries. To me it seemed as though the hillsides and hauling 
grounds were literally alive, so great was the number of seals. At St. 
George Island, though the seals were never in as great numbers, nor 
were there so many hauling places, the seals were very plentiful. At 
this time and for several years thereafter pelagic sealing did not take 
place to any extent and the animals were not diverted 
from their usual paths of travel. All firearms were for- 
bidden and never have been used on these islands in the killing and 
taking of seals. In fact, unusual noise even on the ships at anchor near 
these islands is avoided. 

Visiting the rookeries is not permitted only on certain conditions, and 
anything that might frighten the seals avoided. The seals are never 
killed in or near the rookeries, but are driven a short distance inland, 
to grounds especially set apart for this work. Ido not see how it is 
possible to conduct the sealing process with greater care or judgment. 
Under the direction of Mr. Redpath on St. Paul, and Mr. Webster on 
St. George islands, men who have superintended this work for many 

_ years, the natives do the driving and the killing is per- 
eiving and kil: formed under the supervision of the Government agents. 

‘ The natives understand just how much fatigue can be 
endured by the seals, and the kind of weather suitable for driving and 
killing, no greater precaution in that regard can be taken. The evi- 
dence of this is in the small percentage of animals injured or overheated 
in these drives. I do not believe the animals are much frightened or 
disturbed by the process of selecting the drives from the rookeries, nor 
do I think it has a tendency to scare the animals away from the islands. 

During the seasons of 1890 and 13891 I was in command of the rev- 
enue cutter Rush in Bering Sea and. cruised exten- 
sively in those waters around the seal islands and 
the Aleutian group. In the season of 1890 I visited the islands of St. 
Paul and St. George in the months of July, August, and September, 
and had ample and frequent opportunities of observing the seal life as 
compared with 1870. I was astonished at the reduced 
numbers of seals and the extent of bare ground on the 
rookeries in 1890 as compared with that of 1870, and which in that 
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year was teeming with seal life. In 1890 the North cease 
‘American Commercial Company were unable to kill contterial Gohanee 
seals of suitable size to make their quota of 60,000 Unable to procure its 
o ° aaeee quota in 1890. 
allowed by their lease, and, in my opinion, had they 
been permitted to take 50,000 in 1891, they could not have secured that 
number if they had killed every bachelor seal with a merchantable 
skin on both islands, so great was the diminution in the number of 
animals found there. 

I arrived with my command at St. Paul Island June 7, 1891; at that 
date very few seals had arrived and bubea SmallnuM- 6) sy he adalee 
ber had been killed for fresh food. On the 12th of George islands in 
June, 1891, we were at St. George Island and found a '*+ 
few seals had been taken there, also for food, the number of seals arriv- 
ing not being enough to warrant the killmg any great number. Dur- 
ing that year I was at and around both these islands every month from 
and including June until the 1st day of December (excepting October), 
and at no time were there as many seals in sight as in 1890. I assert 
this from actual observation, and it is my opinion we 
will find less this year, and should pelagic sealing in 
the North Pacific and Bering Sea continue, it is “only a question of a 
very few years, when seal in these seas, and especially at the seal islands, 
will be a thing of the past, for they are being rapidly destroyed by the 
killing of females in the open sea. 

As to the percentage of seals lost in pelagic sealing where the use-of 
firearms is employed, I am not able to state of my own 
observation, but from conversations with those en- 
gaged in the business I am of the opinion that the number secured is 
small compared with those lost in attempts to secure them. No men- 
tion was ever made of any unusual number of dead 
pups upon the rookeries having been noticed at any 
time prior to my visit in 1870, but when I again visited the islands in 
1890 | found it a subject of much solicitude by those interested in the 
perpetuation, and in 1591 it had assumed such proportions as to cause 
serious alarm. The natives making the drives first discovered this 
trouble, then specialagents took note, and later on I think almost every- 
one who was allowed to visit the rookeries could not close their eyes 
or nostrils to the great numbers of dead pups to be seen on all sides. 
In company with Special Agent Murray, Captain Hooper, and Engineer 
Brerton, of the Corwin, I visited the Reef and Gobatch rookeries, St. 
Paul Island, in August, 1891, and saw one of the most pitiable sights 
that Lt have ever witnessed. Thousands of dead and dying pups were 
scattered over the rookeries, while the shores were lined with emacia- 
ted, hungry little fellows, with their eyes turned toward 
the sea uttering plaintive cries for their mothers, which 
were destined never to return. Numbers of them were 
opened, their stomachs examined, and the fact revealed 
that starvation was the cause of death, no organic dis- 
ease being apparent. 

The greatest number of seals taken by hunters in 1891 was to the 
westward and northwestward of St. Paul Island, and the largest num- 
ber of dead pups were found that year in rookeries situated on 1 the west- 
ern side of the island. This fact alone goes a great 

way, in my opinion, to confirm the theory “that the loss 
of the mothers was the cause of mortality among the 
young. 
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After the mother seals have given birth to their young on the islands, 

SAL RE she goes to the water to feed and bathe, and I have 
to 100 miles from Prib- observed them, not only around the islands, but from 
OTE Ss 80 to 100 miles out at sea. 

In different years, the feeding grounds or the location where the 
greater number of seals are taken by poachers seem to difter; in other 
words, the seals frequently change feeding grounds. For instance, in 
1887, the greatest number of seals were taken by poachers between 
Unamak, ‘Akatan Passes, and the seal islands, and to the southwest- 
ward of St. George Island. In 1889, the catching was largely done to 
the southward and eastward, in many cases from 50 to 150 miles dis- 
tant from the seal islands. In the season of 1890, to 
the southward and southward and westward, also to 
northwest and northeast of the islands, showing that 
the seals have been scattered. The season of 1891, the greatest number 
were taken to northward or westward of St. Paul, and at various dis- 
tances from 25 to 150 miles away. 

On my cruise to St. Matthews and Unamak Island, we did not dis- 
cover any seal within 25 or 30 miles of those islands, nor do I 

aes __ know of or believe that the seals haul out upon land m 

auling out only on 
Pribilof Islands. any of the American waters of Bering Sea, except at 

the Pribilof Islands. If the seal life is to be preserved 
aoe neces for commercial purposes, the seals must be protected, 
ES not only in the Bering Sea, but in the water along the 
Pacific coast from the Aleutian Passes to the Columbia River. 
WasH. C. COULSON, 
Captain, U. S. Revenue Marine. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, A. D., 
1892. 
[L. S.] 


Change in location 
of feeding grounds. 


CLEMENT BENNETT, 
5 Notary Public. 


Deposition of Leander Cox, marine engineer, sailing since 1871 between San 
Francisco and Bering Sea. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


Leander Cox, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 52 
years of age. T am by occupation a marine engineer. I reside in 
San Francisco. I first went to the Bering Sea in 
1871, and have been going there annually since 1874. 
During the winter time I have been employed as engineer on a pas- 
senger vessel running between here and Victoria, British Columbia, 
making occasional trips south to San Diego, Cal. I saw but very few 
seals between here and San Diego, but north from here to Victoria I 
have formerly seen large herds of them sleeping and playing on the 
water during the winter and spring months. In May 
and June they congregate about the passes to enter 
the Bering Sea, and I have seen them in great numbers at this time. 
During my annual cruising in Bering Sea and to and from the Pribilof 
Islands I have carefully noted the number and appearance of seals in 
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the water and on the breeding rookeries from the deck of my vessels 
and have also repeatedly visited the hauling grounds from year to year, 
and it was about 1884 and 1885 that bare spots began 

to appear on the rookeries, so much so that myself and Decrease in area of 
the other officers often spoke of it and discussed the 

causes therefor. 

The decrease in number of seals both on the Pribilof Islands and in 
the waters of the Bering Sea and North Pacific has been 
very rapid since 1885, especially so in the last three or 
four years, and it is my opinion that there is not now more than one- 
third of the number of seals in these waters and on the islands that 
there were ten years ago. I attribute this decrease to Ties eas 

: eine C ‘ as prin- 
the terrible slaughter of female seals now going on in cipally female. 
the sea. I believe the days of the fur-seal are_pretty 
much over, and if the remnant is to be saved, they must — Protection neces- 
be protected inthe waters of the North Pacific as wellas “"" 
in those of Bering Sea, from the rifle and shotgun of the hunter. Iam of 
the opinion that it will take careful nursing for some years, under the 
most favorable circumstances, to restore the number of seals to anything 
like what it was prior to 1878. I was in the employ of the Alaska Com- 
mercial Company, the former lessees of the seal islands, and their in- 
structions were to use the utmost care in taking their 
quota of seals, so that there might be no diminution in 
number from year to year, and I personally know those instructions 
were rigidly enforced. From my experience, observation, and conver- 
sation with seal hunters, I am of the opinion that fully 
75 per cent of their catch are females, and that a vast ieee toh 
number of the seals killed by them are lost. I am not 
now, and never have been, in the employ of the present lessees of the 
seal islands. 


Decrease of seals. 


Management. 


LEANDER Cox. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, A. D. 1892, 
[SEAL.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Publie. 


Deposition of John Dalton, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and county of San Francisco, ss: 

John Dalton, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 32 
years of age. I reside in San Francisco. My occupation is that of a 
Sailor. I made a sealing voyage to the North Pacific 
and Bering Seain 1885, on the schooner Alexander, 
of which Capt. J. F. McLean was master. I was a A ered MIE8S) Ya 
boat-puller. We left Victoria in January and went >" 
south to Cape Flattery and Cape Blanco, sealing around there 
about two months, when we went north, sealing all the way up to 
the Bering Sea. We had between 100 and 300 seals before entering 
the sea. Most all of them were females with pups in them. We en- 
tered the sea to the best of my recollection about June, 
and caught about 900 seals in there, two-thirds of which 
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were mother seals with their breasts full of milk. I saw the milk flow- 
ing on the deck when we skinned them. We had six boats, each boat 
having a hunter, a boat-puller, and steerer. We used shotguns all the 
time; we had rifles, but we did not use them. When 
it was rough weather, we got one out of six that we 
killed or wounded, and in smooth weather we could get on an average 
one out of three and sometimes three out of five. The waters were full 
of them at that time... We caught them from 50 to 60 miles off the seal 
islands. 


Waste of life. 


J. DALTON. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April A. D. 
1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT. 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Joseph Dennis, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Joseph Dennis, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: IT re- 
side in San Francisco. My occupation has been that of seaman for 
the last three years. I was on the Vanderbilt in 1888, 
that being the only sealing trip I ever made. We 

Vanderbilt, sss. Sealed from San Francisco to Queen Charlotte Island, 

and caught between 500 and 600 seals, nearly all 
etitostly pregnant fe- females heavy with young. I have seen alive 

; young pup taken out of its mother and kept alive for 
three or four days. We sealed from 10 to 120 miles off the coast, but 

yas never up in the Bering Sea sealing. We hunted 

cont ae egictirtn, Mostly with shotguns, and captured about one-half 

a that we killed and wounded. I never knew or heard 

of seals hauling up along the coast or giving birth to their young in the 
water. 


Experience. 


JOSEPH DENNIS. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 2d day of April, A. D. 1892, 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Richard Dolan. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Richard Dolan, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
5D years of age. {£ reside in San Francisco. I am 
by occupation a longshoreman. I made a sealing 

_. 3 voyage to the North Pacific and Bering Sea in 1885, 

Alexander, in Ber- : A ; 5 : ~ ° 
ing Sea, in 1885. on the schooner Alewander, of which Captain McLean 

was master. We left Victoria the latter end of Jan- 
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uary, and went south to Cape Blanco, sealing around there two or 
three months, when we started north to the Bering Sea, sealing all the 
way up. We had between 200 and 300 seals before entering the sea, a 
great many of them being females with pups in them. We entered the 
Bering Sea about the latter part of April, and got over ve 
800 seals in there, most of them being females in milk, ,,4osty miMing fe 
and we killed them from 20 to 100 miles off the seal 
islands. I saw the milk running on the deck when we were skinning 
them; that was the only way I could tell they were females. We had 
Six boats on board, each boat having a boat-puller, hunter, and steerer. 
We used shotg uns. We also had rifles, but only used them to shoot at 
long range. Onan average all the hunters will get one 
out of every three or four seals that they killed or 
wounded, ‘There were plenty of seals in the water at that time. 
RICHARD DOLAN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Waste of life. 


Deposition of James Henry Douglass, pilot on the Rush and Corwin, 1882 
to 1888. 


PELAGIC SEALING AND PRIBILOF ROOKERIES. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

James Henry Douglass, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I ama 
citizen of the United States. Iam by occupation a master and pilot 
of vessels. My residence is Alameda, Cal. I have had 
a long experience sailing in the North Pacific and Ber- Experience. 
ing Sea. I went to the seal islands in Bering Sea over 
twenty years ago, and have been there many times subsequently while 
in the employment of the Government. From 1882 to 1888 I eruised 
consecutively in Bering Sea as pilot on the revenue cutters Rush and 
Corwin, and was often on the seal islands, our vessel being frequently 
anchored offShore in the adjacent waters. I had abundant opportunity 
and leisure to watch the habits of the fur-seals, both on the Pribilof 
Islands and in the waters of the Northwest Pacific Ocean and Bering 
Sea. During my last visits to the islands I observed 
a very marked diminution in the number of seals 
thereon as contrasted with the herd seen on the rookeries five or six 
years previously. Iam familiar with the area and topography of the 
various rookeries on the islands, and have observed that spaces for- 
merly occupied by seal herds are now vacant and parts 
of them covered with grass. This diminution was par- 
ticularly noticeable in 1887 and 1888, the last two years of my visits to 
the islands. 

The cause of this decrease I believe to be due to the promiscuous kill- 
ing of the seals by hunters on the open sea and the dis- 
turbance caused by their presence in destroying the 
mother seals and scatte ring the herds. Ihave conversed with a great 
many persons who have ‘been engaged in sealing in the Northern 
waters, and their uniform testimony is to the effect that the open-sea 
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hunting is rapidly destroying the fur-seals, and that it is only a ques. 

tion of ¢ a few years until they entirely disappear if the pelagic sealing 
continues. Since the seal hunting began to be industriously pursued 
about the years 1884~85, and the transfer of American schooners to the 
British flag at Victoria, British Colombia, took place to avoid seizure, 
Ihave been made acquainted, both from observation and conversation 
with sealers, of the fact of the growing scarcity of seals. 
During my voyages up and down the coast I have fre- 
quently seen fur-seals in small groups at points where, until lately, they 
were never known to appear before. This scattering of the herd is un- 
questionably in large part due to the fact that expert hunters first aim 
to kill the leader of these small herds, when the remaining members be- 
coming confused and scattered fall an easier prey to the sealer, or losing 
their way wander off in their frightened condition to new erounds ¢ away 
from the usual path to the islands where they are killed by Indians or 
sealers alongshore. 

My information and observation is that a very large proportion of 
those killed along the coast and at sea from Oregon to the Aleutian 

a Islands are female seals with pups; I think not less 

ajority of females : : 5 

with pup. than 95 per cent. The proportion of female seals killed 
in the Bering Sea is equally large, but the destruction 
to seal life is much greater, owing to the fact that when 
a mother seal is killed her suckling pup left at the 
rookery also perishes. Impregnation having also taken place before she 
left the rookery in search of food, the foetus of the next year’s birth is 
likewise destroyed. I also found that females after giving birth to 
their young at the rookeries seek the codfish banks at various points 
at a distance of from 40 to 125 miles from the islands 
for food, and are frequently absent one or more days at 
a time, when they return to find their young. 

I have noticed that the females when at sea are less wild and dis- 
trustful than the bachelor seals, and dive less quickly in the presence 
of the hunter. After feeding plentifully, or when resting after heavy 
weather, they appear to fail asleep upon the surface of the water. It 
is then they become an easy target for the hunters. 

About seven years since [ was on the revenue-cutter Corwin when 

. “4 . . She seized the sealing schooner San Diego in Bering 

San Diego seized, 
1885. Sea. On the schooner’s deck were found the bodies of 
some twenty seals that had recently been killed. An 
Majority of female examination of the bodies disclosed that all of them, 
skins on board. with but a single exception, were females, and had 
their young inside or were giving suck to their young. 

Out of some 500 or 600 skins on board I only found some 5 of the 
number that were taken from males. Ihave also been present at nu- 
merous other seizures of sealing vessels, some eighteen in number, and 

Other seizes ana MOUS the several thousand skins seized T found on 

skins aboard. examination that they were almost invariably those of 

females. There certainly was not a larger proportion 

of males than five to the hundred skins. This great slaughter of mother 
Seals certainly means a speedy destruction to ‘seal life. 

I have myself observed, and have so learned from others, that for the 
last ten or fifteen years there were more seals at the islands than there 
were twenty-two years ago when I first visited the Pribilof Islands; an 
increase due, without doubt, to the very careful pro- 
tection and fostering of the seal herds afforded by the 
Alaska Commercial Company, then lessee of the islands. 

J, H, DOUGLASS, 


Scattering of herds. 
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Subscribed and sworn to before me this 22d day of April, A. D. 1892 
[L. S.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Peter Duffy, sealer (boat-puller). 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Peter Duffy, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am by 
occupation a seaman. I reside in San Francisco. I 
was in the Bering Sea in 1884 and 1885, on board the — Experience. 
Sea Otter, of which Captain Williams was master. I was Oe 
a boat-puller. We left San Francisco and fished up the Sea in issivss. 
coast until we entered the Bering Sea, in July, and 
sealed about the sea until we were driven off by the Fe nabygine 
revenue-cutter Oorwin. From there we went to the 07" 
Copper Islands. Our whole catch amounted to 900 — Wasteortife,mostly 
skins, aud we killed most of them with rifles. Weonly milking or pregnant 
got about one out of eight that we shot at, and they 
were most all females giving milk or inpup. When we cut the hide off 
you could see the milk running from the breasts of the seals. The sec- 
ond year we got over 1,300 skins; some of them were cows with pups in 
-them, and most all the rest were cows giving milk and some of the lat- 
ter we killed as far from the rookeries as Unimak Pass. I can not tell 
the sex of the seal in the water. Our hunters were 
ordinary, average hunters. We tried tomake a raid paid const Geoved 
on St. George Island, but the Corwin was after us and 
we kept out of its way. 

PETER DUFFY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 6th day of April, 1892. 
[L. S.| CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of M. C. Erskine, master mariner for twenty-four years. 
PELAGIC SEALING AND PRIBILOF ROOKERIES. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


M. C. Erskine, having been duly sworn, deposes and Says: I am 55 
years of age. I reside in San Francisco. I am amas- ; 
ter mariner by occupation. I have been going to the "*Petence- 
Bering Sea twenty-four years. I went first to the seal islands in April, 
1868, and have been going there ever since, visiting the 
islands every year until 1890. Thavebeencruising along ,,S¢! islands 1868- 
the coast from here to the Aleutian Islands, and have had 
an opportunity of ascertaining the habits of the seals. A year ago last 
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March I saw a herd of seals of from 500 to 600 just above Cape Men- 
docino. I have also often met large numbers scattered along the 
coast of Cape Flattery, generally from 10 to 20 miles offshore. I have 
never been around the coast from Sitka to Prince William Sound. 
From what I have seen and heard I believe seals are found from Cape 
Mendocino up to Cape Flattery in the winter months. In December, 
January, February, and March of the years 1890 and 1891 I was run- 
ning on the regular passenger trips from here to Puget Sound. I fre- 
_ quently saw both seals and hunters. I think theseals 
Mo aeacut ™ commence to leave the coast working their way north 
in March and April. Two years ago this spring, within 
20 or 30 miles off Cape Flattery, west of the coast of Vancouver, I 
sighted one trip 5 er 6 sealing schooners. 

While there is some difference in the appearance of the female and 
old male seals, I do not think it would be possible for the hunters to 
tell that difference in the sea at any great distance. I have noticed 
that the seals gather in large herds at the passes about the time they 
are ready to go into the Bering Sea, and that they are more scattered 

. when seen along the coast. Isaw one schooner’s catch 
Large percentage of : : ‘S : 5 si 

females taken. examined at Unalaska in 1889, and there were found a 
Appear in Bering large per centage of female seals among them. ‘The 
Sea latter part of seals generally appear in the Bering Sea about the 
ae latter part of April. I think, however, their arrival 
depends a great deal upon the season. The large bachelor seals and 
the old bulls are the first to enter the sea about April or May, and the 
cows generally commence to arrive and are seen by thousands in the 
middle of June. For many years prior to 1890 [ have observed the 
_ rookeries from my ship and also from the islands. The 
pctiushs tel eoEcane ™ first decrease in the number appearing on the rookeries 
and in the surrounding sea that t particularly noticed 
was in the summer of 18384, and it has become more marked from year 
to year since. For the last three or four years their disappearance has 
been very marked. In October, 1899, [ made a trip from Unalaska to 
St. Michaels. When about 20 miles south of St.George we commenced 
to watch for seals passing the Zapandie rookery close in shore, along 
the west end of St. George Island to Otter Island and Seal Island rock; 

thence to Northeast Point about a mile and a half off shore. 

When we started I requested the officers to keep a sharp lookout and 
to report if they saw any seals in the water. I was on deck most of the 
time myself, also, and we only saw 2 seals in the whole run, whereas, 
ten years ago, When on a Similar voyage, seals were so plentiful that it 

was impossible to count them. From my long observa- 
vecreased to one tion I do not think there are as many seals by two- 

thirds now annually arriving on the islands or in those 
waters as there were ten years ago, when I first commenced to notice 
that they were decreasing. By this statement I meam to say that only 
one-third as many are now to be seen as formerly. I have often ob- 
served the driving and killing of the seal on the islands 
by the former lessees, the Alaska Commercial Company, 
and [know the company required the seals to be handled 
with great care, and that the instructions from the company were to that 
effect and rigidly enforced. Until hunting and killing was commenced 
by hunters in the open sea I observed no appreciable decrease in the 
number arriving, which was about 1884. In my opinion the chasing of 
the seals and the shooting of them has a tendency to frighten them and 
disturb them and prevents their increasing as they would if they were 
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left undisturbed in the waters. From my observation of the methods 
employed by the open-sea hunters I believe that a very ' a 
large proportion of those killed by them are lost. I ,,\V#ste of life 60 per 
have often heard sealers so express themselves. They 

have said to me that they get only about 1 out of 5 shot or killed; 
others made the loss still greater. I think the latter statement more 
nearly correct. 

The large decrease of seals in the waters of the ocean and sea must 
unquestionably be caused by the indiscriminate killing ee 
now going on by poaching schooners, and if not dis-, Mdiseriminate Kill 
continued, it will most certainly be a matter ofavery — 
few years ‘before the seals will be exterminated. I have been for the 
past twenty-four years and am now employed by the Alaska Commer- 
cial Company, the former lessees of the seal islands, and my opportu- 
nity for gathering the facts herein set forth has been of the most favor- 
able character, both at the seal islands as well as in the Bering Sea. I 
am not now and never have been in the employ of the present lessees 
of the seal islands. 

M. C. ERSKINE. 

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, A. D. 1892 

[SEAL | CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public. 


Deposition of George Fairchild, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

George Fairchild, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I re- 
side in San Francisco. I am a sailor by occupation. 
I made a sealing voyage to the North Pacitic and i 
Bering Sea on the Sadie Clyde, of which Captain  S¢™? Cyd 18°. 
Dockerty was master. I was a boat-puller. We sailed from Victoria 
on the 10th of April, 1888. We went north to the Bering Sea, sealing 
all the way up, and got 110 seals before entering the sea. Most of 
them were cows, near rly all of which had pups in them. 

We took some of the pups alive out of the bodies of Morty cows in 
the females. We entered the Bering Sea May 25th, 
and we got 703 seals in there, the ereater quantity of which were fe- 
males with their breasts full of milk, a fact which I know by reason of 
having seen the milk flow on the deck when they were being skinned. 
We had 5 boats on board, each boat having a hunter, 
boat puller, and steerer. We used shotguns and rifles. 
We got 1 out of every.5 or 6 that we killed or wounded. Caught seals 10-50 
We wounded a great many that we did not get. We ‘™u°s item sands. 
caught them from 10 to 50 miles off the seal islands. 

GEORGE FAIRCHILD. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 

[L. S.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public, 
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Deposition of George Fogel, managing owner since 1888. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

George Fogel, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 52 

years of age. Ireside in San Francisco. My oceupa- 
ee perse nce: tion is that of a merchant. Ihave been interested in 
sealing schooners for four years, prior to 1892. I sent 
me ee and out the C. H. White and Kate Manning to the Bering 
; Sea and North Pacific. We equipped our vessels with 
shotguns and rifles. They generaily left» here in March and hunted 
along the coast to the passes, and then into the Bering Sea and re- 
turned here in August or September. The seals taken by them were 
nearly all females, as the bulls are scattered about and 
go out to sea a great distance, and it does not pay to 
go after them, while the females go in big bands and do not travel off 
Shore as far as the bulls. We always sold our skins in San Francisco. 
From the ammunition we furnished them I learned that some of the 
Experts get a sea HUnters on an average used from two to three rounds 
for 2 or 3 rounds of Of Shot to a seal, while others used from forty to fifty 
shot; others, 40 50. pounds. From the reports of the officers to me I learned 
that the seals were much searcer in 1891 than they 
were in 1888, when I first sent them out. I have gone 
out of the business because it became so unprofitable on account of the 
scarcity of seals. I give them four years more, and if they keep on 
hunting them as they do now, there will be no more seals left worth 
going after. 

A few years ago you could go off shore about 50 miles from San Fran- 
cisco and you would come across thousands of seals leisurely going 
north, while now we see but very few. I fitted out the 
schooner Cygnet in 1874, which was one of the first seal- 
ers to go to the Bering Sea, and we had no trouble in getting seals at 
that time, for they were very plentiful and gentle, and would stand up 
and look at the hunters until they shot them. You can not do that 
now. Seals have been growing very scarce within the last few years, 
and it does not pay to fit out sealing schooners. Iattribute the decrease 
in numbers to their being hunted so much. In 1870, I 
sent a vessel to Chillaway, off the coast of Chile, where 
there were thousands of seals in those waters. This last season the 
Hancock returned from a trip there, and the captain informed me that 
there were no seals worth mentioning. They would 
have been good rookeries to-day if they had been pro- 
tected from marauders. The South Shetland rookeries were in the same 
condition in former years, while to-day you could not get a thousand 
dollars worth of seals if you were to hunt there the whole season. My 
experience is that the seal herds in the North Pacific and Bering Sea 

ar have been greatly depleted within the last few years 
ne nec’ py the constant pursuit and killing of them in the water 
by hunters, and unless it is stopped at once they will be 

eee ., exterminated. The increased value of skins in the last 

ndiscriminate kill- : 6 s . 
ing. few years has stimulated inexperienced men to gointo 

the business; and they slaughter everything in sight 
without regard to sex. Go. FOGEL. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of April, A. D. 1892 

[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public. 
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Be it remembered that on the 2d day of March, 1892, at my office, 
434 California street, in the city and county of San Francisco, State of 
California, before me, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and for said 
city and county of San Francisco, State of California, duly appointed 
and commissioned to administer oaths, ete., personally appeared Luther 
T. Franklin, who, being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 


Deposition of Luther T. Franklin, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


LUTHER T. FRANKLIN, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
The NOTARY: 

Q. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?—A. My 
name is Luther T. Franklin; age, 35; residence, at present, Oakland; 
occupation, seal-hunter. 

Q. Are you a citizen of the United States?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What State are you a resident of?—A. State of California. 

Q. Have you been engaged in catching seals in the Pacific and Be- 
ring Sea?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q@. For how long a time have you been so engaged?—A. Three sea- 
sons. ; 

Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you — Experience. 
have taken in the Pacific and Bering Sea?—A. The 
majority of them are females. Last year I killed 72, and out of the 72 
there was only 3 males. 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken 
were cows?—A. About 90 to 95 per cent. Bere epi 4 Beste ee 

Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken 
were with pup?—A. All that are killed in the Pacific 
are with pup, and those that are killed in the Bering 
Sea have been delivered of pups on the islands and are with milk. 

Q. When does sealing commence in the Pacific, and when does it 
end?—A. Sealing commences in the Pacific about the beginning of 
February, and ends about the 1st of May. 

Q. When does sealing commence in the Bering Sea, and what date 
does itend?—A. Sealing commences in the Bering Sea about the 1st of 
May, and ends about the last of September. 

Q. What percentage of seais are taken, compared to those yon de- 
stroy in doing so? Hewmany do you get of those you shoot?—A. That 
depends upon the hunter. Thegeneralaverageisabout 35 t 49 per cent 
35 to 40 are taken out of 100 that are killea. taken of those killed. 

Q. Is it not a fact that when you first started in the business and was 
inexperienced in hunting, that you, like all other beginners, destroyed 
a much larger proportion than you now do?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are the seals youshootat mostly asleep onthe water, or awake ?— 
A. Mostly asleep. 

@. Do you shoot at them while breeching?—A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you ever seen any seals born in the water?—A. No, sir. 

Q. In your opinion, is it possible for them to be born eet a 
in the water?—A. No, sir; it is not possible. Nepeibled leas 

_Q. Do you know of any place where seals land, out- pana on Ateutian 
side of the seal islands?—A. I donot; exceptin the fall, Islands in the fall. 
they land on the Aleutian Islands. 


Ih pup or milking. 


426 TESTIMONY 


(. Has there been any decrease in the quantity of seals as compared 
to previous years ?—A. I have ot been on the islands 
in the last few years, but I should imagine there has 
been = great decrease. 

Q. To what do you attribute the decrease?—A. To the number of 
vessels that are up there engaged in killing seals, 
nearly all of which are females. “Last year there were 
72 vessels fitted out from Victoria alone, to say nothing of vessels that 
are fitted out at other other places. 

Q. Do the pups perish with the cows that you kill?— 
A. Naturally they must. 

Q. Is it your opinion if sealing continues unrestricted that they will 
soon be exterminated ?—A. Certainly they will. 

Q. In your opinion, is it absolutely necessary to protect the cows in 
the Bering Sea to prevent the herd from being exterminated ?—A. Cer- 
tainly. 


Decrease. 


Cause. 


Dead pups. 


a Ae cee er) Q. For what months in the year is it necessary to 
sary. protect the cows in the Bering Sea?—A. From the first 
of May to the last of August. 
. Do you generally shoot seals with a rifle or a shotgun ?—A. Most 
all Tee use shotguns, but I use a rifle with .38-.40 caliber. 

Q. Judging by the direction that seals were traveling in the spring 
of the year, during your experience, where do you suppose was their 
destination ?—A. The seal islands and the Bering Sea. 

(. In your experience, while you were hunting seals, nearly all the 
seals that vou killed were cows and nearly all had pups?—A. Nearly 
all the cows that were killed in the Pacific were with Ps and conse- 
quently the pups were all killed. As Isaid before, out of 72 seals that 
I kuled, there were only 3 males. 

L. T. FRANKLIN. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

I, Clement Bemett, a notary public in and for said city and county 
of San Franc isco, do hereby certify that the witness in the foregoing 
deposition named was by me duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth. That said deposition was reduced to 
writing, and when completed was carefully read over to said witness, 
and by him subscribed in my presence. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed 
my seal of office this 2d day of March, 1892. 

[L. 8.| CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public. 


Deposition of William Frazer, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 
William Frazer, having heen duly sworn, deposes and says: IT am 
22 years of age. I reside in San Francisco. My occu- 
Experience. pation is that of a laborer. I have made three trips to 
the North Pacific and Bering Sea within the last six 
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years. My first trip was on the Charles Wilson, of 
which Capt. Robert Turner was master, and the next 
was in the Vanderbilt, and the last was in the C. G. White. 
We sailed from San Francisco on these trips. I left 
here on the Charles Wilson in the early part of March, 
and we followed up the coast, catching a few seals on 
our way, we were working our way right up north. We did not hunt 
in the Bering Sea that year, but hunted in the North Pacific, eatch- 
ing some 300 seals. Iwas a boat-puller. The hunters used rifles and 
shotguns. They got about one out of every six they ,.. 

A 2 = ajority lost. 
shot at or killed, and sometimes they got none. The 
greater majority of them were females. [could not tell 350 or inoce tare 
whether a seal was a male or female while it was in the femates. in aD OE 
water unless it was an old bull. Mostly all the females ™!*ins. 
killed has unborn pups or were cows giving milk. We did not kili 
any on the islands. We never went in close enough. We killed 
females giving milk more than 100 miles from the seal islands. Most 
all the seals sunk or dove out of sight when killed or wounded and a 
great many of them we could not get. 

The next vessel I went on was the Vanderbilt. We did not enter the 
Bering Sea on that trip either. We got about 350 seals, most all fe- 
males. She was wrecked and we came down onthe | 
Dora, belonging to the Alaska Commercial Company, — '@@erbtléwreeked. 
The next trip was on the C. G. White. That trip we — Mostly females. 
entered the Bering Sea on the Russian side, and hunted — @ ¢. write. 
all the coast of Japan to the Bering Sea. I do not 
know if we were on the American side or not. We got about 600 seals 
on that trip. They were nearly all females. Inoticed when we skinned 
them that they were females in milk, as the milk would yy gemare 
run from their breasts on to the decks. We got back aes as 
here in September, and landed our skins here. There — Pecrease. 
were not as many seals last year as there were the first years I went. 

WILLIAM FRAZER. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of April, A. D., 1892, 

[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNET, 

Notary Public. 


Vanderbilt. 
0. G. White. 


Charles Wilson. 


Deposition of Edward W. Funcke, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Be it remembered, that on the 26th day of February, 1892, at my 
office, 434 California street, in the city and county of San Francisco, 
State of California, before me, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and 
for said city and county of San Francisco, State of California, duly ap- 
pointed and commissioned to administer oaths, ete., personally appeared 
Edward W. Funcke, who being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 


EDWARD W. FUNCKE, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
The NOTARY: 


Q. What is you name, age, residence, and occupation?—A. My naine 
is Edward W. Funcke; age, 27; residence, at San Francisco; occupation, 
seal hunter. 


428 TESTIMONY 


Q. Are you a citizen of the United States?—A. No, I am not. 
Q. What State are you a resident of?—A. California. 

(. Have you been engaged in catching seals in the 
Pacific and Bering Sea, and for how long?—A. For 
the last five years; yes. 

/ Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you 
tan ety, per ge 2* have taken in the Pacific and Bering Sea?—A. About 

90 per cent of them were females. 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken were cows?—A. 
About 90 per cent. 

Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken 
were with pup ?—A. About 60 per cent were with 


Experience. 


About 60 per cent 


pregnant. 
pup. 
ie parent @. When does sealing commence in the Pacifie, and 
o ov . . 
of sealing season.» When does it end?—A. Sealing commences about the 


1st of January and ends about the middle of July in 
the Pacific. 
ath See Q. What percentage of seals are taken compared to 

‘ those you destroy in doing so? In other words, how 
many do you actually get of those you shoot?—A. About 50 per cent. 

Q. Is it not a fact that when you first started in the business and 
was inexperienced in hunting that you, like all other beginners, de- 
stroyed a much larger proportion than you now do?—A. Yes, a little 
more in proportion. 

(. Are the seals you shoot at mostly asleep on the water or awake, 
and if awake, do you shoot at them while breeching?—A. Yes; we 
shoot at them while they are breeching, but if we get a shot while they 
are asleep we shoot then. 

Q. Have you ever seen any seals born in the water, and is it your 
opinion that it is possible for them to be born in the 
water?—A. I do not think it is possible for them to be 
born in water; no, sir. 

‘ Q. Do you know of any place where seals land out- 
ama, (utside of 48! side of the‘seal islands?—A. No, sir; I do not. 

@. Has there been any decrease in the quantity of 
seals as comparedto previous years?—A. There is a 
decrease of about 20 to 30 per cent less. 

Q. To what do you attribute that decrease?—A. I attribute it to 
them being overhunted. 

Q. Do the pups perish with the cows that you kill?—A. Invariably 
they do; yes, sir. 

Q. Is it your opinion, if sealing continues unrestricted, that they 
will soon be exterminated?—A. Yes; I think they will. 

(. In your opinion is it absolutely necessary to protect the cows in 

ae are the Bering Sea to prevent the herd from being exter- 

rotection ne ces- 5 = ; ° 
sary. minated? If so, for what months in the year?—A. Yes, 

Clone ncason, sir; I think it necessary from the 1st of July until the 
middle of September. 

Q. Do you generally shoot seals with a rifle or a shotgun; and if the 
latter, with buckshot or fine shot?—A. We shoot nearly 
all of them with a shotgun, using buckshot. 
Q. Judging by the direction that seals were traveling during your 
experience, where do you suppose was their destina- 
tion?—A. Well, they were bound toward the Bering 
Sea, I should judge. 

@. Do you think of anything else that is of value in regard to this 


Not born in water. 


Decrease. 


Weapons used. 


Migration. 
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seal question that [ have not asked you; anything you would like to 
Say, you can give your opinion about?—A. Well, in my opinion I think 
that American vessels should be allowed the same privilege as other 
nations in the matter of hunting in the Bering Sea. 

HK. W. FUNCKE. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

I, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and for said city and county 
of San Francisco, do hereby certify that the witness in the foregoing 
deposition named was by me duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth; that said deposition was reduced to 
writing, and when completed was carefully read over to said witness 
and by him subscribed in my presence. 

In witness whereof, [ have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed 
my seal of office this 26th day of February, 1892. 

[SEAL. | 

CLEMENT BENNETT, 
fotary Public. 


Deposition of John Fyfe, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING, 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

John Fyfe, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside in 
San Francisco. My occupation is that of a sealer. I 
made a sealing voyage to the North Pacific and Ber- Experience. 
ing Sea on the schooner Alexander, of which David — Alexander, 1885. 
McLean was master. I was a boat-puller. We sailed 
from Victoria about the latter part of January, 1885. We went south 
and sealed between Cape Blanco and the Columbia River for two months 
when we went north and sealed all the way up to the Bering Sea. We 
caught about 160 seals before entering the sea. Over 
100 of them were cows. We entered the Bering Sea 
about April and we got 795 in there, the largest part of _ Majority taken in 
which were mother seals in milk. Whenwe were skin- Betis Sea milking 
ning them the milk would run on the deck. We had 
Six boats on board, each boat having a hunter, two boat-pullers, and a 
steerer, four men to a boat. We used rifles. Wehad  ,, pontaeceans ane 
experienced hunters on board and we got one out of out of three. 
every three killed or wounded. Wekilled some of them 
from 50 to 100 miles off the seal islands, and were very _ ‘ook some 50 to 100 
tame. When we shot the seals dead they would sink ™®s em '!#s- 
and we would not get them. 


Sixty per cent cows. 


JOHN FYFE. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, A. D. 
(892. 
[L. S.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notwury Public. 


430 TESTIMONY 
Deposition of Frank M. Gaffney, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss.: 


Frank M. Gafiney, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: 1 am 

ol years old, an American citizen and master of the 

Experience. schooner Hancock, owned by Lynde & Hough, of San 

Francisco. I am now, and have been since 1879, en- 

Voyage to Galapa- gaged in fishing and seal-hunting. In 18851 made a VOy- 

a Hslands, ee age to the Galapagos Island as master of the schooner 

Dashing Wave, arriving there on the 50th day of August, 

and remaining until the 8th day of December of the same year. I 

obtained at this time on those islands about 1,000 fur-seal skins which 

were sold in London at an average price of about 7 shil- 

ees ee seals © Tings each. The seals upon this group do not migrate. 

T obser ved the birth of pups during frequent intervals 

during all the time I was there, and from the size of those a little older 

it was apparent that they are born at all seasons of the year. They 

live in deep caves under the cliffs, seldom going into the sun. Many of 

those obtained by me were pulled out of ‘these places with long gaffs 

5. ae and killed. We slaughtered old and young of both 

endiseriminate sexes, These seals are browner and in other réspects 

= quite different from those obtained in Alaska, yet they 
are the true fur-seal. 

During the past winter I have made a second voyage as master of the 

_. , Schooner Hancock to the southern waters, in search of 
Hy ovage to Crile im seals. I arrived at Rees Islet, off the coast of Southern 
Chile (latitude 46°45’ south, longitude 75° 45’ west) and 
remained there from December Ist to December 1 7th, 1891, butobtained 
only one seal. I learned that seal still breed there in considerable 
numbers, but the Chileans are accustomed to visit this islet at an earlier 
time than the date of my visit while the pups are young, and to kill all 
ae can obtain. Im 1880 Captain Mills, of the schooner 
La Ninfa, visited this islet and obtained a small catch, 
and Iam credibly informed and believe that more than 12,000 seals 
have since been obtained there. 

On my return voyage Itouched at Juan Fernandez (latitude 24° 21’ 

south; longitude 76° 10’ west), but got no seals though 

tan Fernandez there were a few seen about there in the water. On 

December 25, 1891, I landed at Massafueros Island 

Massafueros Island. (latitude 34° 11’ south; longitude 80° 50/ west) and got 19 

fur-seal skins. There were, I should think, about 200 

or 300 seals on the island when I arrived there, but as they went into 

the water and did not come on shore again during my stay, I could not 

secure them. The pups at Massafueros are born in October, I think. 
They were old enough to swim when I was there. 

A few days later I touched at St. Felix and St. Ambrose Islands (lati- 
tude 26° 10’ south; longitude 80° west) and saw two fur 
seals. Findlay’s South Pacifie Directory states that 
there were formerly large herds of fur-seals on these 


La Ninfa, 1880. 


St. Felix and St. 
Ambrose Islands. 


islands. 
I touched also at Guadalupe Islands, but found nothing. The Inter- 
national Company have had the lease of these islands 


Guadalupe Islands. , aed 
: for several years past, and, as I am informed and _ be- 
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lieve, obtained some skins there as late as last year, but upon the ocea- 
sion of my recent visit, the island was deserted by both seals and men; 
only a few goats remained. I have been sailing to the Alaska coast, 
chiefly to the Shumagim Banks, in the codfish trade since 1879, and as 
master of a vessel since 1883. I have made in all some twenty-five or 
thirty voyages usually between April and October. I have found fur- 
seals always plentiful in the water,in the spring and |, .. APNE ae 

SS es as seen plenty of 
early summer, off the Alaskan Peninsular, along the seals within 30 miles 
fishing banks, from 20 to 30 miles distant from land, °fAlskn Peninsula. 
but have seldom seen them at much greater distance than 30 miles. 

F. M. GAFFNEY. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.| CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Thomas Gibson, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Thomas Gibson, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam a 
sailor and seal hunter by occupation. I reside in San 
Francisco. I have been engaged in sealing for ten 
seasons. My first voyage was about 1881, when TE went co. piego, 1881. 
out in the San Diego, of which Capt. Baynard was ‘ 
master. We sailed from this port; I shipped as a hunter; we started 
in to seal off the coast of California and worked our way up to the 
Bering Sea. We got that year 1,200, of which I got 400. We had 
five hunters that trip. The next trip I made was in 1882, when I went 
out in the American schooner Lookout, of which Capt. 
Kelly was master, leaving here about the latter part of 
March, and we sealed all the way up to the Bering Sea. We got about 
500 before we entered the Bering Sea, and got about 600 in the Bering 
Sea. In 1883 1 went out in the American schooner 
Mary de Leo, of which Capt. Wenworth was master. 
We left here in the latter part of March and worked our way north to 
the Bering Sea, sealing on our way, getting 500 seals before entering 
the Bering Sea. We got 200 more in the Bering Sea, when I got lost 
while hunting in a small boat, and was picked up by 
the Mollie Adams, and she brought me back to Port 
Townsend. The Mary de Leo returned here later, and I never learned 
how many seals she got altogether. 

In 1884 I went out in the American schooner Alger, leaving Port 
Townsend about the latter part of March. Capt. Ray- 
mond was masterof her. Wesealed on the coast, work- 
ing our way to the Bering Sea, up to which time we got about 300 seals 
and we got about 250 seals in the Bering Sea. 1885 I 
wentinthe English schooner Grace, I do not remember 
the captain’s name. We left Victoria about the latter part of March, 
taking the same route we caught about 400 in the North Pacific and about 
200 in the Bering Sea, and then returned to Victoria. 
In 1886 1 went in the American schooner Alger, leaving 


Experience. 


Lookout, 1882. 


Mary de Lev, 1883. 


Mollie Adams, 1883. 


Alger 1884. 


Grace 1885. 


Alger seized 1886. 
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Seattle about the latter part of March, and went north catching in the 
North Pacific about 800 seals, and then we entered the Bering Sea and 
caughtabout 1,000 more, when we were seized and sent to Sitka. I stayed 
in Sitka afew days, when I worked my way toSeattle, arriving there about 
December. Then, in 1887, [went in the English schooner 
Active, of which Captain Johnson wasmaster. We left 
Victoria about the middle of March and went as far as Cape Cook, and 
caught about 200 seals, when she was lost and I was landed on Cape 
Cook, and came right down along the coast to Clockoue Sound, and 
from there went down to Bartlett Sound and joined the English 
schooner Seaward about a month or two after sailing 
from Victoria. Captain Lyman was master. He had 
400 seals before I joined her. We went along the coast, catching 250 
seals, and entered the Bering Sea, getting about 300 more, and came 
home about the 1st of September. 

In 1888 I went out in the English schooner Rosa Lee, leaving Victoria 
about the latter part of March, going along the coast 
and catching about 200 seals in the North Pacific; then 
we entered the Bering Sea and got 400 more. I did not go out the next 
season, which would be 1889. In 1890 I went out in 
the C. G. White, of which Captain Hagman was master. 
We left San Francisco about the latter part of March and went to the 
coast of Japan, having caught 550 seals. Then we went into the Ber- 
ing Sea and caught 25 seals, when our hunting boat was blown ashore 
on the Russian Islands. The Russian authorities gave us a house to 
live in and some clothes, and later on they sent us home. I did not 
know what had become of the schooner C. G. White until I returned 
here. The vessels that [ went out in had from three to six boats, and 
3 men to the boat—1 hunter and 2 boat-pullers. I did not pay much 
attention to the sex of seals we killed in the North Pacific, but know 
that a great many of them were cows that had pups in them, and we 

ahs killed most of them while they were asleep on the water. 
Pee. Caiett I know that fully 75 per cent of those we caught in the 
femalesin milk. - Bering Sea were cows in milk. We used rifles and 
shotguns, and shot them when feeding or asleep on the water. 

An experienced hunter like myself will get two out of three that he 

‘kills, but an ordinary hunter would not get more than 

Perey en cae 3 iii, one out of every three or four that he kills. [have never 

an inexperienced, 1 heard of nor know of seals being born in the water, 
out of 3 or 4. OF cen > i dee 

and I have never known of any place where they haul 

Not born in water. up on land except the seal islands. I have killed 

Haul up only onis- Mother seals in milk from 40 to 100 miles off the 

lands, seal islands. ‘There has been a great decrease in the 

_. . number of seals to be seen in the North Pacifie and 
See con aoe 00 Bering Sea since I first went out to hunt them, and if 
miles from islands. the large fleet of vessels going to these waters annu- 
ally continues to hunt in the future as in the past few 
years it is bound to exterminate the seal. 

THOMAS GIBSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
JL. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Active 1887. 


Seaward, 1887. 


Rosa Lee, 1888. 


0. G. White, 1890. 


Decrease. 
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Deposition of George Grady, cook on sealing vessel. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

City and County of San Francisco, ss: 
George Grady, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 28 
_years of ave. Ireside in San Francisco. My occupa- 
tion is that of cook on board of vessels. I went to the Experience. 
Bering Sea in 1889 upon the Laura, from Victoria, as 
a cook. We had three small boats and caught 1,400 
seals on that voyage. We caught some a little ways from Victoria, 
and on the way up to the Bering Sea, but the most of them, about 
1,200, we caught in the Bering Sea. I was told by eae Mle 
the men that. they were nearly all females, and I .siiy female." 
thought so too, from the milk that I saw in their breasts 
when they were on the deck. I saw over a hundred little pup seals 
taken out of the seals, which they threw overboard. 
Our hunters used rifles and shotguns. I have heard 
the hunters say that they lost more seals then they 
got. LIalso heard them say, if they got all the seals 
they shot at, they would have been home three months ahead of time, 
with a gre eat deal larger catch. 


Laura, 1889. 


Pups. 


Waste of life. 


his 
GEORGE X GRADY. 
mark. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 


Notary Public. 


Deposition of James Griffin, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


James Griffin, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam 22 years 
old, and live in San Fr ancisco. I hunted seal last year 
in the schooner La Nympha as boat-puller. First seal 
seen and taken were off Cape Flattery, about April15, — La Nympha, 1891. 
and followed the seal into Bering Sea, where we 
arrived about July. The shotgun and rifle were both 
used. About 75 per cent are lost when shotgun is used. Have never 
seen but three seal killed by rifle secured. If you shoot a seal in the 
throat it is hard to secure him although each boat carries along gaff 
to hook them out of the water. About nine out of ten 
seal killed in a season are females with pup. But a iG) Gne Oeaten 
very few males were taken, their ages ranging from 1 pap “™™°s “2 
to 4 years. But one old bull was taken in the sea- 
son. Every seal is shot that comes near the boat, regardless of sex; 
hunters use no discrimination. Have never heard of 
pups being born in the water or anywhere else on the | Fups not bon in 
coast outside of the Pribilof Islands. Havenever known but. on’ Pribilof Is: 
seal to haul up on the land along the coast, except on "4s 
the Pribilof Islands. Have killed female se: 190 miles — Do not haul up ex. 


from the seal islands that were full of milk, I think eave Sean 
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Experience. 


Migration. 


434 TESTIMONY 


; that pelagic sealing should be stopped. Eight months 

cv UTsing females in a year is too much to hunt any animal, and the 

seal will soon become exterminated if this pelagic seal- 
can ing is allowed to continue. 


JAMES GRIFFIN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Joseph Grymes, sealer (boat-puller.) 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss. 

Joseph Grymes, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside 
in Victoria. My occupation is that of a seaman. I 
made a sealing voyage on the schooner Triwmph in 1890, 

Triwmph, 1890. as a boat-puller. We sailed about January, from Vic- 

Bering Sea: time ot L018, British Columbia, and sailed along the coast 
entering and leaving. Untilthe latter part of June and wentinto the Bering Sea, 
and sealed as near to St. George Island as we could, 
and caught about 300 or 400 seals in the sea. Our in- 
tention was to make a raid, but were driven away by a revenue cutter. 
We left the sea about the latter part of July. We used shotguns 

and rifles, using the shotguns mostly. The catch was 
ne oenenantor mostly females. Those we got in the North Pacific 
F were females in pup, and those taken in the Bering Sea 
were cows giving milk. The hunters would get on an 
average one out of every four they killed. 


Experience. 


Catch in sea. 


Waste of life. 


JOSEPH GRYMES. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[eos |< CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Depositions of Charles H. Hagman et al., sealers. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Be it remembered, that pursuant to the request of W. H. Williams, 
esq., United States Treasury agent, in the city and county of San Fran- 
cisco, State of California, on February 1, 1892, before me, Clement 

3ennett, a notary public in and for said city and county of San Fran- 
cisco, duly appointed and commissioned to administer oaths, ete., per- 
sonally appeared Charles H. Hagman, Alexander McLean, Gustave 
Isaacson, Frank Johnson, H. Harmsen, and Daniel McLean, witnesses 
who appeared then and there to depose and testify in the matter of 
the seal fisheries, who, being first by me duly sworn, were then and 
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there examined and interrogated by W. H.Williams, esq., and did de- 
pose and testify as follows, to wit: 


CHARLES G. HAGMAN, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 


Mr. WILLIAMS: 

Q. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?—A. My 
name is Charles G. Hagman; age, 47; residence, San Francisco; occu- 
pation, seaman. 

-Q. Are you an American citizen?—A. I am. 

@. Have you ever been engaged in the business of catching seals in 
the Pacific or Bering Sea?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For how long a period?—A. About eight years. 

Q. Have you been master of a vessel thus engaged ?— 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you any experience as to the habits of the fur-seals?—A. 
Not any more than they seemed to emigrate in the winter, and go north 
in the summer. ‘That is all I know of their habits. I have never seen 
them out of the water. 

Q. What time of the year do you generally start out sealing in the 
Pacific, and up to what time do you continue?—A. From the 1st of 
February, as a general thing, until about June, on the coast. Then we 
used to goin the Bering Sea. I have not been there for four or five 
years. 

Q. What time of the year are the seals all out of the Pacific, having 
gone to the Bering Sea?—A. They generally leave in 
June. You don’t see but very few after June. pecea ls cube Racine 

Q. According to your experience, what percentage 
of animals that are shot at are actually taken by the 
boats?—A. Most all of them; very few escape. Maybe Mostly all shot at 
out of the whole year’s catch of a couple of thousand 
a dozen may sink. It is a rare occurrence that they sink. 

Q. Are the seals shot at asleep on the water or awake?—A. Both. 

Q. Do you ever shoot at a seal when awake or breeching?—A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. What sex are the seals taken by you or usually killed by hunting 
vessels in the North Pacific or Bering Sea?—A. Mostly 
females. The biggest percentage, I think, are females. mace) Presnant 

Q. What percentage of them are cows?—A. I couldn’t 
tell you. 

Q. Out of a hundred seals that you would catch ordinarily, what 
part of them would be cows?—A. I am under oath, and I could not 
tell you exactly. All I can say is, the greater portion of them. 

Q. What percentage of the cows are taken with pup?—A. All the 
large ones have—all the grown females have. Very seldom you find a 
barren one. 

(. In your opinion, are any of the pups born in the water, or any- 
where outside of the seal islands?—-A. It has never come under my 
observation. I have never seen a seal on shore. Ihave never seen the 
Seal islands yet; that is, St. George and St. Paul, I have never seen. 
I have seen the Copper Islands, on the Russian side. 

Q. Have you noticed any decrease in the quantity of animals in the 
last few years?—A. As I have not hunted on this coast for several 
years, [ am unable to say. When I was there I saw no difference. 

Q. If you people are allowed to kill females still, is there any danger 
of exterminating them, do you think, supposing you go on and kill 


Experience, 
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them promiscuously ?—A. I would be afraid that we would thin them 
out. I will not say exterminate them, but thin them out. 

Q. Do you think it is necessary to protect the seal in the Bering 
Sea?—A. Certainly I do. 

Q. In the North Pacific?—A. In the North Pacific 
I will not say; but in the Bering Sea [ think it is abso- 
lutely necessary. 

Q. Are seals generally shot with arifle or shotgun with buckshot?— 
A. Both. 

Q. If the cow seals are to be protected in the Bering Sea, what- 
months do you consider it would be necessary to prohibit any being 
taken ?—A. I would not like to answer that. 

Q. Do you think of anything else that is of value in regard. to this 
seal question that I have not asked you; anything you would like to 
Say, you can give your opinion about 2—A. I think they 
should look out for those poachers—these people that 
go there late in the fall and steal them off the rookeries. There has 
been cases of that kind. I think that is decidedly wrong, both for me 
and the seals. That is what started the Government to look after them 
so well, finding out that they had been clubbing the seals on the islands. 


Protection neces- 
sary. 


Raids. 


Deposition of Alexander McLean, sealer (master). 


ALEXANDER MCLEAN, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 


Mr. WILLIAMS: 

Q. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?—A. My 
name is Alexander McLean; age, 32; residence, San Francisco; occu- 
pation, master mariner. 

(. Are you an American citizen?—A. I am. 

Q. Have you ever been engaged in the business of catching seals in 
the Pacific or Bering Sea?—A. I have. 

Q. For how long a period?—A. Ten years. 

@. Have you been master of vessels thus engaged?--A. I have been 
nine years in the sealing business. 

@. What time of the year do you generally start out sealing in the 
Pacifie?—A. I have varied always from the 11th of January until the 
11th of February. 

@. When do you call the season’s catch over?—A. About the 11th 
of September; probably a month later. I usually get back about the 
11th of September. 

Q. What time of the year are the seals all out of the Pacific, having 
gone to the Bering Sea? What months?—A. To my knowledge they 

would go into the Bering Sea after the 20th of June. 
af Sout of Pacific Q. According to your experience, what percentage 
of animals that are shot at are actually taken by the 
Lose one out of ten. Boats? You can only estimate it?—A. That is a very 
hard question for me to give you a proper answer to. 

J do not think they lose any more than one out of ten. 

Q. What percentage of those shot at and are not taken perish?—A. 
Outside of that? 

Q. Yes.—A. I can not answer that. 

Q. Are the seals shot at asleep on the water or awake?-——A. With 
me they are principally asleep on the water. Of late years they shoot 
them a great deal when they are awake. 
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Q. Do you shoot at seals when they are awake or breeching?—A. 
Yes, sir; when they come within range. 

Q. Of what sex are the seals taken by you or usually killed by hunt- 
ing vessels in the North Pacific or Bering Sea?—A. Principally fe- 
males. 

Q. What would be your judgment as to the percentage? Out of a 
hundred that you kill, how many of them would be 
females?—A. Say I would bring 2,000 seals in here. tet Sve peer 
I may have probably about 100 males; that is a large 
average. 

Q. Lots of times there are not nearly as many?—A. No, sir; not near 
as many. 

Q. What percentage of the.females taken are with pup?—A. That 
depends on the season you are killing them in. When they are getting 
heavy in pup in the latter part of the season, the Ist of June, when 
you take a seal then you take two for one. You take the pup with 
them. That is, when it is a female. This is before we go into the sea. 
I have been into the sea for several years. For the last two years 1 
have not gone in there; that is, while this restriction act has been put 
en. Ihave not interfered with the business. 

Q. Your experience is that all of the adult females that you shoot 
during the forepart of the season up to July are with 
pup?—A. You may take it all the way from April, May, ,, Nostly presnant fe- 
and June; from April all the female seals that you kill 
are with pup. 

Q. Up until about the Ist of July?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Until they go into the Bering Sea?—A. Yes, sir. 

@. In your opinion, is it feasible that pups can be born in the water 
and live?—A. I don’t believe they can be born in the water at all and 
live. I have heard several people express themselves pisreee ew 8 
differently. I think myself it is impossible. Seals ,.speie birth im’ 
have got to haul up on land to breed, and leave their 
pups on shore. 

@. Do you know any place where these seals go to land, except the 
seal islands on the American side?—A. No, sir; not any place that I 
know of. There have been lots of reports of places, / 
but I have been to these places and could not find any ,,/2U! Up only on is- 
seals there. 

Q: Have you noticed any decrease in the quantity of seals in the last 
few years over what it was a few years formerly?—A. I have noticed 
a decrease since I have been in the business; I have 
made a catch from 3,500 coming down to 1,500, a little 
less than one-half. 

Q. You do not consider there are nearly as many seals now as there 
used to be in the water?—-A. No, sir; not now. I have been in the 
business for ten years, and I think in another ten years there will be a 
great deal less. 

Q. To what do you attribute this decrease?—A. IJ think it is on ae- 
count of killing those female seals when they have pups, and the bus- 
iness is getting so that so many vessels are going into it, and they. are 
killing those pups off. A seal has not got a chance to go to work and 
increase. 

(). Killing the females, of course, destroys the pup and the female, 
and makes one less breed?—A. Yes, sir; when you kill the female seal 
you kill the pup with her. 

(. Did you ever kill any seals later in the season that were giving 
milk?—A. Yes, sir. 


Decrease. 
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Q. The mother seals?—A. Yes, sir. 

@. How far from the islands have you killed those 
mother seals that were in milk?—A. I have killed 
them as far off as 150 miles off the land. 

Q. Is that in the Pacific or Bering Sea?—A. Both in the Pacifie and 
Bering Sea. 

Q. They were evidently the mothers that had young?—A. Yes, sir; 
they had their young. Some of the seals had left their 
young on the islands and were going away, and were 
through with them or going to feed. Sometimes a seal goes a long 
way off the islands at a certain time. It depends where the feed is. 
A seal does not think very much of traveling a hundred miles; they 
travel very fast when they want to. 

Q. If sealing continues as heretofore, is there any danger of exter- 
minating them?—A. If they continue as they | have been, since I have 
been in the business, I will give them another ten years; after that the 
sealing business willl be about finished. It will not justify anyone to fit 
out from here or anywhere else, and people that look after the sealing 
interests, I do not think they will benefit anything by it, if they don’t 
protect the seal life at present. 

Q. Do you think it is absolutely necessary to protect the cows in the 
Bering Sea to keep them from being exterminated?—A. I do. 

(). Is it often necessary to protect them in the North 
ree neces: Pacific?—A, That is a question that should be inter- 
national, 

@. What I want to get at is, is it your idea that in order to protect 
and keep up this supply of young se ‘als that it is necessary not only to 
protect them in the Bering Sea but to protect the cows as they are in 
the North Pacific, nearing the ground, or as they are coming out?—A. 
Yes, sir; in the way it is here, the Pacific Ocean is a large ocean. The 
seals are spread all over, and it would be impossible to go to work and 
exterminate them from these waters to decrease them as long as they 
keep them out of the Bering Sea. That is where the body of the seals 
get into. For 40 miles within the passage they can not handle the seals 
at all, because you don’t see them. They are traveling too much. You 
may see a herd once in while, but very rarely. 

Q. Whereabouts in the North Pacific do you find them the most 
numerous?—A. You can start from San Francisco, and you carry them 
all the way up from the time you leave here until you eet up to*those 
passes; all the w ay up 150 miles to 30 miles in the shore. In some 
places you come in closer than that, according to the point of land that 
you come into, 

Q. Are seals generally shot with a rifle or shotgun?—A. They used 
to shoot them with rifles; now they shoot them all with shotguns. 

a (. In your opinion do the seals on the Russian side 
ribilof and Rus- 
sian herds separate intermingle with those on the Pacific side, or are they . 
herds: a separate herd?—A. They are a different herd of seals, 
altogether. 

Q. If the cow seals are to be protected in the Bering Sea, what 
month do you think it would be necessary to prohibit any being 
taken? Would you prohibit them being taken at any time or all times ?— 
A. I think if they are prohibited at all they should prohibit them for 
about two months, principally July and August. 

Q. How about September?—A. They are through breeding then, and 
the pups are ashore. There are only two months that they can inter- 
fere with them there for breeding purposes that I know of. The sea 


Mothers killed 150 
miles from islands. 


Females sealing. 
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sons get later every year. There are breeding dates, ete. Ten years 
ago they never used to be any later than August breeding there. Now 
they are getting later than that, and are getting on to September, 
because the world is changing, the climate is—the seals change accord- 
ing to the climate. 

Q. In your view of the case they should be protected 
in the Bering Sea all the season?—A. Yes, sir; I think 
it would be advisable to protect them in the Berings 
Sea altogether. 

Q. You are an old sealer; perhaps you know some things that I don’t. 
If there is anything you think of that is interesting I should like to 
know it ?—A. No, sir; I should like to give my opinion as far as it is 
right, and beyond that I would not do it. I am interested in sealing, 
and want to protect the seals. I wish to say that 1 would like to see 
the seal islands protected from raids, and also the Bering Sea. 


Prohibition neces- 
sary. 


Deposition of Gustave Isaacson, sealer (master). 


GUSTAVE ISAACSON, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
Mr. WILLIAMS: 

Q. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?—A. My 
name is Gustave Isaacson; age, 46; residence, San Francisco; occupa- 
tion, hunting seals. 

Q. Are you an American citizen?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q@. Have you ever been engaged in the business of catching seals in 
the Pacific or Bering Sea?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For how long a period?—A. I have been principally occupied in 
otter hunting at the beginning of the seasons; at short intervals I have 
been sealing. 

Q. For how many years?—A. Since 1872; but principally from the 
other side, the Okhotsch Sea side; since 1884 on this side. 

Q. Have you been master of vessels thus engaged ?—A. Yes, sir; for 
eight years on the Japan side and one year on this side. 

@. Have you any experience as to the habits of the fur-seals?—A. 
Only following them up hunting. I have been listening to your ques- 
tions to Capt. McLean, and I have the same idea, ex- 
cept as to the protection. I think they ought to be , Protection neces- 

Soe ees sary everywhere. 
protected everywhere they can, both outside and inside 
the sea. 

@. What time of the year do you generally start out sealing in the 
Pacific and up to what time do you continue?—A. In the middle of 
January or February. 

Q. What time of the year are the seals all out of the Pacific, having 
gone to the Bering Sea?—A. About the latter partof .... hoe 

Seals out of Pacific 
June. about latter part of 

Q. According to your experience, what percentage J™° 
of animals that are shot at are actually taken by the One secured out of 
boats?—A. I think about one-third is lost. pines, 

Q. Are the seals shot at asleep on the water or awake, generally ?— 
A. Mostly asleep. Very often they are shot at while traveling, 
breeching. 
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Q. Of what sex are the seals taken by you, or usually killed by the 
sets. iS hunting vessels in the North Pacific or Bering Sea?— 
ee esand A Sriailes: : 
Q. What percentage of them are females?—A. It is 
very seldom that you ever get hold of a male. 
Q. What percentage of ‘the cows taken are with pup?—A. In the 
early part of the season, up to June, all the full-grown cows are with 
pus. 

Q. Did you ever kill any cows whose young were born, and were 
giving milk? —A. That I don’t remember taking notice of. I can not 
answer that question. 

Q. In your opinion, are any of the pups born in the 
water ?—A. I don’t think so. 

Born only on Prib’ = Q. Or anywhere else except on the seal islands ?— 
ilof Islands. A. I don’t think so. 

Q. Have you ever seen any seal pups in the Pacific that were 
younger than those born the year previous?—A.° Down at Guadaloup 
{sland about three months ago, I killed a cow there that had a pup 
that was too young to come from the Bering Sea and evidently had 
been born around there. That is about the only case I have seen. 

Q. The pups that you see in the Pacific this year are those born last 
year. You don’t see those born this year?—A. No sir; I do not. 

Q. Have you noticed any decrease in the quantity 
of seals in the last few years?—A. Yes, sir; a great 
decrease. 

Cause. Q. To what do you attribute the cause?—A. Killing 
off the females; whale-killers and sharks kill a good many. 

Q. Lf sealing continues s as heretofore, is there any danger of extermi- 
nating them?—A. Yes, sir; I think a few years will do that. 

Q. Do you consider it necessar y to protect the seals 
ay «oan. the North Pacific?—A. Yes, sir; it will be neces- 
sary to protect them anywhere where it can be done. 

Q. Are seals generally shot with a rifle or shotgun?—A. Both rifle 
and shotgun; mostly shotguns. 

ee Aire anes In your opinion, do the seals on the Russian side 
an herds do motmin: no with those on the Pacific side, or are they 
gle. a separate herd?—A. They do not intermingle at all. 

Q. If the cow seals are to be protected in the Bering “Sez a, What 
month do you consider it would be necessary to prohibit any being 
taken?—A. I should consider it necessary to protect them all the time 
they are in the Bering Sea. 


No pelagic birth. 


Decrease. 


Deposition of Frank Johnson, sealer (hunter and mate). 


FRANK JOHNSON, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
Mr. WILLIAMS: 


Q. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?—A. My 
name is Frank Johnson; age, 33; occupation, master mariner; resi- 
dence, San Francisco. 

(). ‘Are you an American citizen?—A. Yes, sir. 

. Have you ever been engaged in the business of catching seals in 
the Pacific or Bering Sea A. “Yes, Sir. 
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Q. For how long a period?—A. About ten years, off and on. I have 
been otter hunting some years; about half. 

Q. Have you been master of vessels thus engaged?—A. No, sir; this 
will be my first time this year. 

Q. What position did you occupy?—A. Hunter and mate two years 

Q. What time of the year do you generally start out sealing in the 
Pacific, and up to what time do you continue?—A. From the latter part 
of January, generally, until the latter part of September; the middle of 
September. 

Q. What time of the year are the seals practically out of the Pacific, 
having gone to the Bering Sea2—A. I always found gas out of Pacific 
them very scarce in the latter part of June. coastabout latter part 

Q. According to your experience, what percentage “’""* 
of animals that are shot at are actually taken by the boats?—A. 
About a third to a quarter, we lose. : ; 

Q. Are the seals shot at asleep on the water or ,f2%¢ one out of 
awake, usually?—A. Principally asleep. 

Q. Of what sex are the seals taken by you or usually killed by hunt- 
ing vessels in the North Pacific and Bering Sea?—A. 
Females, principally. 

Q. What percentage of them? For instance, if you kill 100 seals, how 
many males would you get?—A. Perhaps two. You strike a few bulls 
when you get further, say, towards the Aleutian Islands. 

Q. What percentage of the cows that you kill are with pup?—A. That 
is pretty hard for me to estimate. Many times you 
strike young seals without pup. aaleey eh atts 

Q. The adult females are all with pup?—A. Yes, 
sir; I have found a good many old ones that are too old to have pups, 
extra big size seals. 

(. In your opinion, are any of the pups born in the 

water, or anywhere outside of the seal islands?—A. I ,,ii1P8 bom only on 
think ‘they are born on land. 

(@. Have you noticed any decrease in the quantity of animals in the 
last few years?—A. I have found a decrease. I have 
not been doing much sealing in the last three or four 
years. Ihave been otter hunting, principally. 

Q. 'To what do you attribute the cause of this de- 
crease?—A. The increase of the fleet and killing of all C"s* 
the females. 

Q. If sealing continues as heretofore, is there any danger of exter- 
minating the herd 2—A. Yes, sir; I think so. 

Q. Do you think it absolutely necessary to protect 
the cows in the Bering Sea?—A. Yes, sir. mene neces- 

Q. What do you think about protecting them inthe =~ 
North Pacific, providing you wanted to increase the seals and save 
them from extermination?—A. I don’t know what to say about that. 
The North Pacific is pretty big. 

Q. Are the seals generally shot with a rifle or a shotgun?—A. I gen- 
erally shoot them with a rifle myself, but they are eenerally shot with 
a shotgun, from what I hear. 

Q. In your opinion do the seals on the Russian side 
intermingle with those on the Pacific side, or are they ,.eyS8i" ant ae 
a separate herd?—A, I think they are a separate herd. 

Q. If the cow seals are to be protected in the Bering Sea what month 
do you consider it would be necessary to prohibit any being taken ?— 
A. From the beginning of July to the end of the year, 


Mostly females. 


Decrease. 
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Deposition of H. Harmsen, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Hf. HARMSEN, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
Mr. WILLIAMS: 


@. What is your name, age, residence and occupation?—A. My 
name is H. Harmsen; age, 38; residence, San Francisco; occupation, 
mariner, 

(Q. Are you an American citizen?—A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you ever been engaged in the business of catching seals in 
the Pacific or Bering Sea?—A. Certainly. 

Q. For how long a period?—A. Since 1877 

Q. Have you been master of vessels thus engaged, or any officer in 
any official capacity ?—A. Yes, sir; since 1880 I have been master. 

Q. Have you any experience as to the habits of the fur-seal?—A. I 
have been catching a good many of them. I don’t know much about 
their habits. You mean on the coast? 

n @. Yes; their general habits of going and coming ?— 

ppear on coast 
about Christmas and A. Yes, they generally come round onthe coast about a 
isp ve. ator tas. week before Christmas and up until about the middle 

of June, when they leave the coast and go north. 

Q. What time of the year do you generally start out sealing in the 
Pacific, and up to what time do you continue?—A. We start out about 
New Year’s. 

Q. What time do you come in again?—A. About the middle of Sep- 


tember or October. : 
Q. What time of the year are ae seals practically out of the Pacific, 
having gone to the Bering Sea?—A. About the middle of June. 


Q. Ac cording to your experience, what percentage of animals that are 
shot at are actually taken by the boats?—A. That depends a good deal 
on the man that shoots them. Some fellows ‘will miss 
Some secure butone he aie A z, 
out four or five; aver- four out of five and another may miss three out of five 
age, three out offive. and cripple them. I think on a general average we 
will get about three out of five. 

Q. Are the seals shot at asleep on the water or awake, usually ?—A. 
Most asleep. 

Q. Of what sex are the seals taken by you or usually killed by hunt- 
ing vessels in the North Pacific and Bering Sea?—A. Cows altogether; 
nothing but cows. I never caught a bull in my life, and I have got 
about 10,000 of them. 

ie ad tees Q. What percentage of the cows taken are with 
lighty per cent of y = ; eas a Me 
those taken pregnant PUPS?—A. You can safely say about four-fifths of 
pats them. You get about 800 out of 1,000 seals. 
No pelagic birth. @. In your opinion, are any of the pups born in the 
water or anywhere else outside of the sea islands?—A. 
No, sir; I don’t think it. 

Q. Have you noticed any decrease in the quantity of animals in the 
last few years? In other words, do you find them as plenty now in the 
last year or two as you used to?—A. Of course not. 
They are not so plentiful, that is sure. In 1880 we got — 
2,100 seals. Now you couldn’t get 300 in the same time. 

(. To what do you attribute this decrease?—A. Too 
many in the business, I suppose; too many after them. 
Q. Would you attribute it to the killing of the females and thereby 


Decrease. 


Cause. 
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there are not nearly as many born?—A. Certainly; it has got all to do 
with it. 

(Q. Then really the killing of the females you attribute to the de- 
crease?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If sealing continues as heretofore is there any danger of extermi- 
nating the herd?—A. At this rate; yes, sir. Just keep at it and it 
will be only a few years before it will do away with the whole business. 

@. Do you think it is absolutely necessary to protect the cows in the 
Bering Sea?—A. Youought to protect them, certainly; 
in order to keep the thing going they ought to be pro- _frotection neces: 
tected. : 

Q. Is it necessary to protect the cows in the Pacifi A. They kill 
the biggest half in the Pacific, so that they ought to be protected there. 

B. Are they generally shot with a rifle or shotgun?—A. A shotgun 
exclusively, you might say. 

(). In your opinion do the seals on the Russian side intermingle with 
those on the Pacific side, or are they a separate herd?—A. No, sir; 
they do not come over this way. They are notadif- |... 

ussiap and Alas- 
ferent breed, but they keep over by themselves. At kan herds do not min- 
least I don’t think so. They follow their own stream 28! 
along there. There is so much water there where there are seals, and 
so much where there are not. They are by themselves. 

Q. Now, then, if the cow seals are to be protected in the Bering Sea, 
what month, do you consider it would be necessary to prohibit any be- 
ing taken ?— “Ad Say from the middle of June until the end of the year: 
something like that, the first of December. 


Deposition of Daniel McLean, sealer (master.) 


DANIEL MCLEAN, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
Mr. WILLIAMS: 


Q. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?—A. My 
name is Daniel McLean; age, 43; occupation, master mariner; resi- 
dence, San Francisco. 

Q. Are e you an American citizen?—A. Yes, sir. 

@. Have you ever been engaged in the business of catching seals in 
the Pacific or Bering Sea?— ie Yes, sir. 

Q. For how long a period?—A. Eleven years. 

@. Have you been master of vessels thus engaged?—A. Eleven 
years. 

Q. What time of the year do you generally start out sealing in the 
Pacific, and up to what time do you continue?—A. I start out about 
the 15th of December and stay out until about the Ist of October. 

Q. What time of the year are the seals practically all out of the 
Pacific, having gone to the Bering Sea?—A. About 
the 15th of June. Not all, but the e body of them. eee aun One agus 

Q. According to your experience, what percentage 
of animals that are shot at are actually taken by the boats?—A. That 
is according to the amount of ammunition that we use. 

About one-third are taken. See, 

Q. Are the seals shot at asleep on the water or awake, 
usually ?—A. Most asleep. 

Q. Of what sex are the seals taken by you, or usually killed by hunt: 
ing vessels in the North Pacific and Bering Sea?—A. Females. 
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Q. What percentage of them are cows? Suppose you catch 100 seals, 
Ninety per cent fe. HOW many males would you have among them?— 
males, mostly with A, About 10. ; 
as Q. What percentage of the cows taken are with 
pup?—A. The females are mostly all with pup, that is, up until the 1st 
of July. 

@. In your opinion, are any of the pups born in the 
water-or anywhere else out of the seal islands?—A. I 
have never seen any. 

Q. Have you ever found any seal pups in the Pacific that were 
younger than those born the year previous?—A. No, sir; I have never 
seen any. 


Pups born only on 
islands. 


Q. Have you noticed any decrease in the quantity of 
animals in the last few years?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To what do you attribute the cause?—A. Kill- 
ing off the females. 

Q. If sealing continues as heretofore, is there any danger of exter- 
minating them?—A. Yes, sir; they will all be exterminated in three 
years, and there will be no more sealing. 

. Do you think it is absolutely necessary to pro- 
tect the cows in the Bering Sea?—A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It is also necessary to protect them in the Pa- 
cific?—A. The Pacific is a large ocean, and they do not go in large bands. 
They go singly and in pairs, so that there is not a chance to kill so 
many of them in the ocean. In the Bering Sea they are in bands, and 
they go onto the islands and are concentrated in a small place. 

Q. Are seals generally shot with a rifle or shotgun?—A. With a shot- 
gun. Some with a rifle; mostly with a shotgun. 

=i i ee Q. In your opinion do the seals on the Russian side 
kan seals do not ak intermingle with those on the Pacific side?—A. No, 
gle. sir; I do not think so. They are different seals in my 
opinion. 

Q. If the cow seals are to be protected in the Bering Sea what months 
do you consider it would be necessary to prohibit any being taken ?— 
A. From the 15th of June until the season finishes; that would be the 
first snow. The pups do not leave the islands on the first snow, but 
when the second snow comes they leave the islands. _They ought to be 
protected until the second snow; that is, in November. 

Q. Did you ever kill any cow seals that were in milk, that had given 
birth to young and were in milk?—A. Yes, sir; I have, in Bering Sea. 
pe sae Q. How far from the seal islands were they ?—A. 
edmilking cows 5 5 : : 
from 20 to 60 miles Sixty miles; all the way from 20 to 60 miles; off St. 

fromaslands: George and St. Paul. 

Q. Do you know of anything else that would be interesting in regard 
to the question?—A. I think the seals ought to be protected. I think 
the custom-house should not clear any ships either in the British Colo- 
nies or the United States for sealing in the Bering Sea; that is, if 
they want to protect them. I would like to see the islands protected 
from raids, and the Bering Sea also. 


Decrease. 


Cause. 


Protection  neces- 
sary. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

I, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and for said city and county 
do hereby certify that the witnesses in the foregoing depositions named, 
were by me duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth; that said depositions were taken on the 1st day of Feb- 
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ruary, 1892, at my office, rooms 12 and 13, 234 California street, in the 
city and county of San Francisco, in the State of California, and were 
reduced to writing by me. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed 
my seal of office this 9th day of February, A. D. 1892. 
|SEAL.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


° 


Deposition of Martin Hannon (sealer), 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Martin Hannon, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at 
Victoria, British Columbia. Iam by occupation a seal 
hunter. Have been engaged in sealing the last three — Experience. 
years on the British schooners Triwmph, Waiter Rich, 
Borealis, and Umbrina, and the German schooner Adele, Triumph, | Walter 
First find and take seal in January off Columbia River. sring, Agee” 
They are then advancing up the coast. We follow 
them until they enter Bering Sea about July Ist. Luse Migration. 
the shotgun exclusively for taking seal. About 65 per 
cent of the seal hit are lost. A large majority of seals Large majority preg- 
taken are females with young. Only two old bulls ™™ *™e- 
were taken by me last year out of the 100 seals taken. But very 
few yearlings are taken. Paid no attention to sex. A few male 
seals are taken between two and four years old, [ think. ie, 
Majority of the seals taken in Bering Sea are females _,U8jerity nursing 
with milk in them. Have killed them full of milk 100 
miles from the seal islands. I use no discrimination in ite 
sealing, but shoot everything that comes near the boat = ™°sciminate. 
regardless of sex. Have never known of any pups to be born in the 
water or on the land outside of the Pribilof Islands. 
Have never known any fur seal to haul up on the land 
elsewhere than on the Pribilof Islands. I think a _ Do not haul up else- 

: where than on Prib- 

closed season should be established between May 1st. itor. 
and September 15thin North Pacific Ocean and Bering 
Sea,w hich would give them a chance to increase. 


No pelagic birth. 


Protection. 
MARTIN HANNON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2d day of May, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of William Hermann (sealer). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 
William Hermann, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am by 
occupation a seal and otter hunter. My present resi- 
dence is in San Francisco. I have been engaged in Experience. 
seal and otter hunting eleven years in the Okhotsk Sea 
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and the North Pacific. I use a shotgun when I am hunting seal and 
a rifle for otter hunting. I hunt with a No. 81 bore shot- 
gun, and use No.1 shot. Many seals are wounded and 
lost, depending largely on the skill of the hunter. I 
think 1 get pretty nearly all that I kill, but other 
hunters have been with me that I know lost a greater por tion of those 
they shot at. Probably a fair average would be, taking all the hunters 
together, one seal secured to two lost. Nearly all the 


Uses firearms. 


Waste of life. 


Mostly pregnant or 


milking cows. seals killed in the water before the middle of June are 
cows in pup, and after that, mothers giving milk. After 
Female feeding. the young is a few days old the mother travels out to 


the fishing banks to feed. It is difficult to tell the sex 

Sex undistinguish- of a seal which you shoot at in the water, but you can 
able in water. 

tell a young seal from an old seal. Seals are not as 

eee plentiful now as they were a few years ago. I think 

they are decreasing on account of their being hunted 
so much. 

W. HERMANN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this Ist day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Andrew J. Hoffman (sealer). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Be it remembered, that on the 24th day of February, 1892, at my 
office, 454 California street, in the city and county of San Francisco, 
State of California, before me, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and 
for said city and county of San Francisco, State of California, duly 
appointed and commissioned to administer oaths, ete., personally ap- 
peared Andrew J. Hoffman, who being first by me duly sworn, testified 
as follows: 


ANDREW J. HOFFMAN, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
The NOTARY: 

Q. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?—A. My 
name is Andrew J. Hoffman; age, 24; residence, San Francisco; occu- 
pation, seal hunter. 

@. Are you a citizen of the United States?—A. I am. 

Q. What State are you a resident of?—A. The State of California. 

Q. Have you been engaged in catching seals in the Pacific and Bering 
Sea, and for how long?—A. I have been engaged in 
sealing there for three years last past. 

Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you have taken in 
the Pacific and Bering Sea?—A. The seals that I have taken were 
principally females. 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken were cows?—A. 
About 95 per cent of them were cows. 

Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken were with pup?— 

3 A. About the same amount were with pup. 

Ninety-five per cent i c 
of catch were pree. ©. When does sealing commence in the Pacific, and 
CONE when does it end?—A. Sealing commences there about 
the 1st of January and ends about the 1st of June. 


Experience. 
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Q. What percentage of seals are taken compared to those you de- 
stroy in doing so; in other words, how many do you 
actually get out of those you shoot?—A. We get about ,,{yeure 7 per cent 
75 per cent of them. 

Q. Is it not a fact that when you first started in the business and 
was inexperienced in hunting, that you, like all other 
beginners, destroyed a much larger proportion than 
you now do?—A, Yes, sir; it is. 

Q. Are the seals you shoot at mostly asleep on the water or awake? 
Do you shoot at them while breeching?—A. About 50 per cent of them 
are asleep, that is, according to what are shot at, and we also shoot at 
them while breeching. 

Q. Have you ever seen any seals born in the water, and is it your 
opinion that it is possible for them to be born in the 
water?—A. No, sir; | have never seen any born in ee birth im- 
the water, and I think it is impossible for them to be 
born in the water. 

Q. Do you know of any place where seals land out- | Hawi up only on 
side of the seal islands?—A. No, sir. SEES 

Q. Has there been any decrease in the quantity of seals, as com- 
pared to previous years?—A. Well, for the length of 
‘time that I have been out there is not much difter- 
ence. 

Q. If there is a decrease, to what do you attribute it?—A. To the 
amount of seal hunters and hunting that is actually 
going on. 

Q. Do the pups perish with the cows that you kill?—A. Yes, sir; 
they do. 

Q. Is it your opinion if sealing continues unrestricted that they will 
soon be exterminated ?—A. Yes, sir; it is. 

Q. In your opinion, is it absolutely necessary to protect the cows in 
Bering Sea, to prevent the herd from being extermi- 
nated? If so, for what months in the year?—A. Yes, eee neces 
sir; from the Ist of June until the Ist of August, in 
order to protect the herd. 

Q. Do you generally shoot seals with a rifle or shotgun; and if the 
latter, with buckshot or fine shot?—A. Mostly with 
buckshot and a shotgun. Pipers ore 

Q. Judging by the direction that seals were travel- 
ing during your experience, where do you suppose was their destina- 
tion?—A. I couldn’t say as to that; I know they traveled southward to a 
more milder climate. 

Q. Do you think of anything else that is of value in regard to this 
seal question that [ have not asked you; anything you would like to 
Say, you can give your opinion about?—A. No, sir; I think of nothing 
else in regard to this that I have not already said. 

ANDREW JACKSON HOFFMAN, 


Waste of life. 


Decrease. 


Cause. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

I, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and for said city and county of 
San Francisco, do hereby certify that the witness in the foregoing dep- 
osition named was by me duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth; that said deposition was reduced to 
writing, and when completed was carefully read over to said witness, 
and by him subscribed in my presence. 
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In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed 
my seal of office this 26th day of February, 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of James Kean, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING, 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 
James Kean, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: T reside in 
Victoria, British Columbia; my occupation is that of a 


Experience. seaman and seal hunter. I first went seal hunting in 
_ 1889 on the schooner Oscar and Hattie. She had six 
gow” ond athe, Hoats and a stern boat, three men to each boat. She 


was armed with shotguns and rifles. I shipped as a 
hunter. We left Victoria the latter part of February and went off 
south to the Columbia River and commenced sealing off there and fol- 

lowed the herd along the coast up to the Bering Sea, 

Bering Sea, time of arriving there sometime in June. We caught some- 
entering. 

where about 500 seals before entering the se: 1, of all 
ee adceaty. taken fe’ kinds. There were a good many females among them; 

there was a good many more of them than males, but 
the exact number I do not know. The old females had young pups 
in them. I saw them taken out, and a good many of them skinned. 
We entered the sea and caught about 1,000 in there. We sealed all 
over on this side of the Bering Sea, sometimes being over 150 miles off 
the seal islands, and sometimes we were closer. I did not pay any at- 

Nursing females tention to the proportion of females, but I know we 
tsken, some over 100 skinned a great many that were giving milk, because 
miles fromislands. th milk would run from their breasts onto the deck 
when they were being skinned. We killed mother seals in milk over 100 
miles from the seal islands. We generally shoot them when they are 
asleep on the water. 

In 1890 I went out in the Walter Rich. She had eight boats, three 
men to a boat. We had shotguns and rifles, using the 
former almost altogether. We left Victoria about the 
latter part of March, and came down off the Columbia River and com- 
menced sealing aS the previous year, sealing along the coast to the 

ae , Bering Sea, arriving there, I think, about the Ist of 
sering Sea; time of : ; ; e ; - 

entering. July. We caught between 300 and 400 seals on the 

coast, and 600 in the Bering Sea. We sealed on the 

Sealed from 10to150 American side of the Bering Sea around the Pribilof 

miles from islands. —_ Tslands, anywhere from 10 to 150 miles off, The eap- 

Proportion offe- ture of 1890 was about the same in proportion to sex 
males taken. Ls = A C <5 ; 

as the year before. We sold our skins in Victoria. In 

ieee: 1889 I received $4 for every skin I got, and in 1890 
received $3 for every skin I got. I think I got half of what I killed 
and wounded. I do not think that the green hunters 
get more than one out of every four or five that they 
kill. The seals were not near as plentiful along the 
coast and Bering Sea in 1891 as they were in 1890. 
They wanted me to ship this year on a sixth lay, that is, every sixth skin 
was to be mine, but I thought the seals were so scarce it would not pay 


Walter Rich, 1890. 


Waste of life. 


Decrease. 


TAKEN IN SAN FRANCISCO. 449 


me to go. Itis the common conversation among us hunters that the 
seals are getting so scarce if does not pay for us to go and hunt them 
unless they will give us a better price per skin, and a great many of 
the old hunters would not go out this year on that account. 

JAMES KEAN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of April, A. D. 1892, 
[L. 8. ] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of James Kennedy, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

James Kennedy, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
now residing in San Francisco. My occupation is that 
of a sailor. I went to the North Pacifie and Bering 
Sea on the schooner Maggie Ross, of which Captain 
Olsen was master, in the early part of May, 1884. I 
shipped asa boat-puller.. We sailed from Victoria, British Columbia, 
and bore due north to the Bering Sea. When we arrived there we had 
some seventy-five to eighty seals, the greater part of which were females, 
some of which had pups in them. We entered the Bering Sea about 
the latter part of July and captured 260 seals from 
20 to 100 miles off the seal islands. A large propor- ingot?” °™™ 
tion of them were females nursing their young, and Rise RlSaee nates 
their teats were large and full of milk. We had four to 100 miles from is- 
boats aboard, each boat having a hunter, steerer and '""4’: 
boat-puller, and used rifles. On an average we got one or two out of 
every six or seven that we wounded or killed. In 
1888, I made a fishing voyage to the Bering Sea, and 
while in there heard the captain and officers discussing about the 
decrease of seals on the islands and in the water. I 
heard it discussed on our return at the different ports 
we put in at, and also in Victoria on our arrival, and all said the seals 
were decreasing. 


Experience. 


Maggie Ross, 1884. 


Waste of life. 


Decrease. 


JAMES KENNEDY. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of James Kiernan, sealer (master). 
ARCTIC AND ANTARCTIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

James Kiernan, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a 
master mariner by profession, and a resident of Cali- 
fornia. I have been engaged in seal hunting since 

2716—VOL II 29 


Experience. 
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1843. My first voyage was from Newport, R. L, to the 
east coast of South America, at Lobos Island, off the 
teyodos, Island, Cas" mouth of the river Platte, at Castillos Island, and on 
gonia, and Falkland the east coast of Patagonia. Afterwards I went to the 
and South Shetland Walkland Islands, to the South Shetland Islands, and 
to the west coast of Patagonia. In those days we 
orestruction ofrook- Killed the seals on land with clubs, but all those rook- 
eries have since been destroyed through the constant 
hunting of the seals. Afterwards I came to California and inade mny first 
seal-hunting voyage in the North Pacific in 1868 and 
in more recent years in Bering’ Sea. I have given 
much attention to the study of seal life as well. as to the methods of 
hunting in the sea and the consequent effect of this upon the possible 
extermination of the seal. I usually commence the voyage near the 
coast of California in the early part of January and continue along up 
the coast, following the herd on its way to its breeding grounds until 
the latter part of June, hunting all the way and enter- 
omens Sea, time of ing Bering Sea about ‘the Ist of July, and remaining 
- ein “those waters until about the 10th or 15th of Septem- 
ber. My experience has been that the sex of the seals usually killed 
by hunters employed on vessels under my command, 
ie ity, ber cent of both in the ocean and Bering Sea, were cows. I should 
say that not less than 80 per cent of those caught each 
year were of that sex. I have observed that those killed in the 
North Pacific were mostly females carrying their young, 
fe gstly, Pregnant and were generally caught while asleeep on the water, 
cific and nursing fe- while those taken in the Bering Sea were nearly all 
males in Bering Sea. . : “17. : 
mother seals in milk, that had left their young and 
were in search of food. My experience convinces me that a large per- 
centage of the seals now killed by shooting with rifles 
and shotguns are lost. My estimate would be that two 
out of every three killed are lost. 

Formerly the killing was done by spearing, and in later years it was 
learned that shooting them was a swifter method of killing. At the 
start the hunters were inexperienced and a large proportion were lost. 
Many are shot while asleep; some while breeching, but such are more 

. difficult to kill. I never have known of seals being 
posite, "» ™ porn in the water. In fact I do not believe they are, 
except by accident, in which cases they would certainly 
die, as young seals have to be taught to swim by their mother, just as 
children have to be taught to walk. My knowledge being from long ex- 
perience, is that the seals are becoming gradually 
scarcer in the northern waters, particularly so in later 
years. The cause of this decrease I believe to be the indiscriminate 
slaughter of the mother seals. They are hunted too much, and hence 
mother seals are becoming searcer, which, if not checked, will lead to 
their early extermination. Constant shooting has frig htened them and 
made them wild, so that they have to be shot at ereat distances unless 
found asleep. Much depends for successful hunting , upon the weather, 
as it is difficult to get accurate aim when both the hunter’ s boat and the 
Seal are in motion. A poor hunter does not secure 
nee.xPerienced more than one out of every five shot or aimed at. 
Good hunters do better. I think many of the mother 
seals go from their breeding grounds on the islands many miles into 
the Pacific Ocean in search of food, often to a distance of 150 to 180 
niles. They travel very fast, and it is on these excursions that many 


Antarctic sealing. 


Arctic sealing. 


Waste of life. 


Decrease. 


. 
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of them are killed. The mother does not leave the rookery in search 
of food until she has dropped her young and become pregnant again, 
hence when she has been slain, it means the loss of 
three, as the young pup will unquestionably die for 
lack of sustenance. There is no way,in my judgment, of preventing 
the seals from being totally exterminated, except by effectually pro- 
hibiting the hunting of them, both in the ocean and 
Bering Sea during their breeding season, say from ,,,20rcllon dy a close 
February until October, on the principle of the gam- 
ing laws on the land. The last vessel I went out in was the Sophie 
Sutherland, during the season of 1891. I went as 
sailing master. The vessel was warned out of the 
Bering Sea by the revenue cutter Rush. She met us near Akatan 
Island, eastward of Unalaska. We then left the Bering Sea at once 
and returned to San Francisco. I have often conversed with many 
other persons, who like myself were engaged in sealing, and they agreed 
with me in the statements herein made as to the destruction and dis- 
appearance of the seals in the northern waters. My view of the matter 
could, | have no doubt, be corroborated by hundreds of persons experi- 
enced in sealing, if they be found. At this season ofthe year, however, 
they are absent ‘from the coast hunting and fishing on the ocean. 

JAS. KIERNAN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Females feeding. 


Sophie Sutherland. 


Deposition of James Laflin, shipping agent, and managing owner of 
sealing vessels. 


PELAGIC SEALING, 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Franeiseo, ss: 


James Laflin, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 60 
years of age. I have resided in San Francisco the last 
forty-two years. I am by occupation shipping agent 
for the last fifteen years, and fit out all the whaling fleet that leave 
this port. All the men go through my office. Have fitted out forty- 
seven whalers this year and have three more in port to be fitted 
out. I also fit out sealing schooners—about twelve to fourteen each 
year. i have also owned one-third interest as managing owner in 
two sealing vessels. I handle and pay off over 1,600 seamen each year 
in the whaling fleet alone. I also handle and ship a great many men 
on the sealing vessels. I often converse with the masters of the ves- 
sels relative to the fur-seal, and they tell me that they 
are scarcer each year, and that it is much harder to make 
a voyage than it used to be. I have often heard them say that they 
only get two or three out of a school, and when they kill them, if they 
do not get them right away, they will sink and are lost. Fur ther, that 
they lose a good many that they kill, and that a good 
many have pups in them, and that when the boats 
come aboard loaded with seal and they get through the skinning of 
them they would have a big pile of pups on deck. 


Experience. 


Decrease. 


Waste of life. 
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From my experience in dealing with the people interested in sealing, 
and from my own personal observation, I know the 
seals are decreasing very fast in Bering Sea, and it is 
a common remark among seamen who ship on sealing vessels that they 
do not care about going, for there is “nothing in it, and 
senprottableness of only those will ship that are hard up and can eet 
is nothing else to do. It is very important that the seals 
cee neces- be protected in the waters of the North Pacific and 
ne Bering Sea from being killed by hunters, or they will 
be so near exterminated in a short time that it will pay no one to hunt 
them. 


Decrease. 


JAMES LAFLIN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of April, A.D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Publie. 


Deposition of Isaac Liebes, furrier. 
PELAGIC SEALING AND GENERAL SEAL-SKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Isaac Liebes, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside in 
San Francisco, Cal. Iam, and have been for the last 
twenty-three years, by occupation a fur merchant, dur- 
ing which time I have handled more raw fur-seal skins than any other 
individual in the United States or Canada, and more than any firm or 
corporation except the lessees of the sealeries of the Pribilof and Com- 
mander islands. Iclaim to be thoroughly acquainted with all kinds of 
seal skins, and from all the different localities, and can readily dis- 
tinguish one from the other. I am also thoroughly familiar with the 
mode of capturing the seals, both on land and in the water, and in 
handling, packing, and shipping the skins. My business as a manu- 
facturer of furs has also made me equally familiar with the dressed 
and dyed seal skins. The greater part of the raw seal skins which 
have passed through my hands were from seals captured at sea, and it 
is with this feature of seal hunting that I am more especially familiar. 
I speak from personal observation and experience in describing the 
marine sealing fleet, and the business of marine seal hunting. 

The sealing fleet is comprised almost exclusively of small schooners, 

; carrying from five to thirty men, some of the crew 

and nig ore’ Si being exclusively white men and some of them mixed, 
white men and Indians. They are fitted with the nec- 

essary boats, guns, spears, gafts, water butts, and other implements 
required for seal killing and to enable the hunters to remain away from 
the vessel in their boats for several consecutive hours. The vessels 
leave port, the most of them going out either from Victoria or San 

Shite? onlanastne: Francisco in the early spring, and commence their sea- 
gins in April or early Son’s work off Cape Flattery in April or the early part 
part of May. of May. They then follow the seals upon their north- 
or a Dee ard passage towards Bering Sea and finally, in June 

ite or early in July, into those waters, killing every animal 
possible as they go. They formerly commenced their voyages still 


Experience. 
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further south along the California coast, but as seals have become 
scarcer, they do not, in the last year or two, get many south of the 
Oregon coast. Of the class of seals taken I can say, from personal 
observation on board sealing vessels, as well as from knowledge gained 
in buying and handling the ‘skins from seals killed in the Pacific, that 
in the spring 95 per cent of them are cows heavy with ,, 

reentage of cows, 
pup; 4 per cent are pups less than 1 year old, born the pups, and males 
previous summer, and 1 per cent males, most of thie. , Been. 
latter not exceeding 2 2 or 3 years old. The number of Waste of life. 
seals actually secured to the number killed does not 
exceed about one in four, or about one is taken for every three de- 
stroyed, varying, of course, with the skill and experience of the 
hunters. 

The average market value of seal skins taken in the water as com- 
pared with that of animals properly selected on the 
seal islands, either of Alaska or Siberia, is about one- Gian te of 
third. The former are mostly pregnant cows, the fur Z 
of which is thin and poor, compared with the males, and the skins are 
riddled more or less with bullets and buckshot, making them practically 
unfit for first-class garments. 

Of late years most of the catches of northwest skins are sold at a 
certain price per skin, without particular examination. The dealers, 
knowing the location from which the skins are obtained, make an av- 
erage price, and owners and hunters are, therefore, less particular than 
they were in former years as to the class of animals yee 
they capture. They kill everything they see without  ,,Tdseriminate kill 
regard to age or sex, their only object being to swell ~ 
the total number of the catch to the highest possible figure. 

I have noticed in examining the skins of the northwest or “ Victoria 
catch” during the last two years that they average 
much smaller in size than they formerly did. The Laearoneet Sle oF 
large breeding cows, of which this catch used to contain 
a considerable percentage, are now almost entirely absent, showing 
conclusively that the old stock has been exterminated, and the supply 
upon which they are now drawing is comprised of younger animals. 

The practice of using shotguns charged with buckshot is working 
havoe in the seal herd. The ‘shots scatter, and many 
animals are wounded and escape that after wards die of 
their wounds. This is conclusively proved by the fact that many skins 
known to the trade as ‘‘stinkers” are brought in and offered for sale; 
so called because they have been taken by passing vessels from seals 
found dead on the surface of the water. It is well known that seals 
which are killed at sea and sink beyond the reach of the hunter’s gaff 
rise to the surface after decomposition sets in. Naturally, those thus 
picked up are but asmall part of the number that actually perish in 
the water, in consequence of their wounds. If all the 
seals were taken as they were by the Indians in 
former years, by spearing, their destruction would be nothing near as 
great as it is. If the spear dart touches the animal: but lightly he 
goes off with a slight wound and quickly recovers, while if it fairly pen- 
etrates his body his capture is reasonably certain, for the spear is 
attached by a line to the canoe, and the seal can not escape. Unfor-_ 
tunately, a great majority of the seals are now killed with guns instead 
of spears. 

The idea of capturing seals in the water, when they are farther off 


Havoc with shotgun, 


Superiority of spear. 
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shore than the Indian canoes can safely follow them, originated in San 

Francisco. <A single schooner was fitted out and met 
: When Tee sree pe- with success. She was afterward joined by others, and 
agic sealing started. 

finally by a small fleet, nearly all American vessels. 
I feel confident that this entire seal-hunting business would have re- 
mained in the hands of San Franciscans, and been controlled from 
this port under the American flag, had it not been for the action of 
our Government in discouraging and forbidding the participation of 
American vessels in the taking of seals. When it became known that 
British vessels then engaged in the trade were receiving protection and 
privileges denied to American Sealers, steps were at once taken to 

Transfer of Ameri. Place many of the American fleet under the British 
can vessels to the flag. If the business had been kept in San Francisco 
Eee I do not believe it would have reached its present 
proportions. Butif it had we should still have the pleasure of deriving 
the benefit from it which now goes to the Canadians. 

I am very well acquainted with the class of vessels engaged in 

sealing. The most of them are of less than 100 tons 

Cost of average ves- Hyrden, and a fair estimate of their average value 
sel and outfit. Z Q 

would be, I should say, about $4,500 per vessel, for 
both the American and British fleet, and about $2,000 would cover the 
average cost of an entire outfit for a season’s. wor rk. The total value 
of the Canadian sealing fleet is not, after “ll as much as the sealers 
would lead us to suppose from their representations. 

The quantity of northwest or “ Victoria” seals that were dressed and 
dyed in the United States for home consumption, and 
never reached the London market, I estimate as fol- 

: lows: 1889, 6,000; 1890, 4,500; 1891, 2,100. These es- 
timates are made up from memorand: vi have been accustomed to keep 
from time to time of the number of skins offered for sale, and which did 
not go forward to London as shown by the trade sale catalogues. 

[ have known of several expeditions that have been fitted out for the 

Pere naiccieai DUCDORe ak following and capturing the seals after they 

‘ailure of expedi- neues ; 
tions to hunt seals leave the Pribilof Islands and are making their south- 
after leaving the is- ern course. All these expeditions have proved utter 

failures, which is accounted for by the fact that the 
female seals at that period of the year are not heavy with young as 
We y are in the spring, nor as fat as at a later period, and the hunters 

“an not easily get within gunshot distance of them. They are much 
ies likely to be found asleep at this season, and traveling seals are 
difficult to shoot and still more difficult to take in before they sink. 
The hunters have an idea that the sleeping seals are buoyed up by an 
inflated internal air bladder. Whether this is so or not it is certain 
that a ‘‘sleeper” is more likely to be secured after it is shot than a 
“traveler.” 


Home consumption 
of skins. 


The male seals of merchantable size do not intermin- 
Males and cows do 
not mingle inherdsoff gle, | believe, to any extent with the cows caught off 
Bassey the coast of North America. They make their north- 
ern passage separate from the others, and further off shore. As they 
are more constantly on the alert than the females, the sealers have met 
with little suecess in hunting them. It is only the cow, heavy with 
pup, which, in consequence of her condition, is less active and alert, 
that falls an easy prey to the hunters 
I have never known of any pup se¢ ls. being caught i in the water (except 
those in embryo) that were less than several months old, nor are any 
such ever offered to the trade, showing conclusively to 
my mind that they are not born at sea. The Indians 


Not born in water. 
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frequently offer “black pups” for sale, but only sueh as they have 
removed from the womb of the mother seal. The breeding seals, as far 
as I can learn from extended inquiry, do not come upon land, except at 
their regular rookeries, and there are none of those out- 

side of the Bering Sea islands and Robben Bank. Haul uP only on 
Young seals are sometimes driven for a few hours by 

stress of weather into the inlets about the Straits of Fuca and vicinity. 

The seals to which [ have thus far had reference are 
known to myself and to the trade as the Northwest ,No™thwest and 
Coast seals, sometimes also called “ Victorias.” This and ditfer from other 
herd belongs solely to the Pribilof Islands, and is """* 
sasily distinguishable by the fur from the fur-seals of the other north- 
ern rookeries, and still easier from those of the south. All expert seal- 
skin assorters are able to tell one from the other of either of these dif- 
ferent herds. Hach has its own characteristics and values. 

Owing to the decrease of fur-seals on our own coast marine hunters 
have, during the last few years, turned their attention untine being 
to the Asiatic waters, and are now hunting them transferred to Asiatic 
there. These Asiatic seals have their breeding grounds ““'*'* 
on the Commander Islands and Robben Banks. Last year several ad- 
ditions were made to the Asiatic fleet and large catches were secured 
in those waters, including the fitting out of still further expeditions this 
season for the same business. The distance is so great from this coast, 
and typhoons are so liable to be encountered, that much larger vessels 
are fitted out and equipped with more boats to each vessel than on the 
American side of the Pacific. Unless restricted, they will in a very 
few years, by the destruction of the breeding seals, deplete these rook- 
eries, as they have those of Alaska. In fact, two years ago last year 
this depletion had already become apparent, and 
last year the Russian officer in charge ordered the ,Wiect on Russian 
atch to be reduced. I feel convinced, and it is the 
opinion of others familiar with the business, that it will be impossible 
for the company having the privilege of sealing there to take this year 
even the 30,000 to which the quota is now reduced. 

I find in handling the skins taken in Bering Sea that the teats of 
those from the cow seals are much larger and more — jyigerenco in babel 
developed than trom the ones taken in the North tion of Northwest 
Pacific before they have given birth to their young; “4 Al#ska skins. 
and the fur on the belly of the former is thinner and poorer than on the 
latter, as the result, [ suppose, of the heat and distension of the udder 
consequent upon giving milk. 

There can be no question, in my opinion, about the ultimate result to 
the rookeries of marine sealing. If it is continued as 
ithas been for the last two or three years the seals ,,,Ttection neces: 
will be so nearly wiped out of existence in a short time  ~ 
as to leave nothing to quarrel about; and an article of commerce that 
has afforded a vast amount of comfort and satisfaction to a large class 
of wearers and a large income to both American and British merchants 
will be a thing of the past. 

IsAAC LIEBES. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of May, A. D. 1892. 

[SEAL] CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public, 
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Deposition of Caleb Lindahl, sealer (master). 


ARCTIC AND ANTARCTIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 
Caleb Lindahl, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 46 
years of age. I reside in San Francisco. My ocecupa- 
Mattie T. Dyer. tion is that of a sealer. I first went sealing in the 
Bering Sea in 1890 on the Mattie T. Dyer. I was em- 
ployed as a hunter. Our intention was to catch seals before we entered 
the Bering Sea. We left San Francisco in the latter part of April, but 
saught no seals between here and Sanak. We sealed from there to the 
Akatan Pass and caught 75 seals, mostly females with 
jcotostly pregnant pup. Some of the young they had inside were quite 
F grown, but of course you could not tell when you shot a 
seal lying asleep whether it was a male or female. We 
entered the Bering Sea in the latter part of May. We 
caught no seals in the Bering Sea. Had no boats out. 
Seized. The Mattie T. Dyer was seized soon after she entered 
the Bering Sea. We shoot at all the seals we get a 
chance, but it is only the ones that we find asleep that we catch. On 
an average a hunter gets one seal out of four. Some 
hunters do not get that many, because the seals sink 
out of sight after they are killed before we can get them. I have 
known of poor hunters losing nine out of ten. We left 
on the Hancock in October, 1891, to go on a sealing 
expedition in the south seas. We started in sealing 
off the coast of Patagonia and sealed in those seas 
until March. The seals are nearly all killed off down 
there, so that we got only about 20 skins. It is no use for vessels to go 
there sealing any more. I was there twelve years ago on a sealing 
_ expedition and the rookeries were full of seals. Now 
' they have most all gone. They never gave the seals a 
chance to breed there. They shot them as soon as 
they came up on the rocks. 
If they keep on hunting them in the Bering Sea and the North Pa- 
’ cific in the same way they have done in the last few 
cary eetion neces” years, they will exterminate them in the same way, be- 
causemest all the seals kilied are females. The young 
ones will all die, and every female seal you shoot makes the killing of 
two, because after the seal has given birth to her young the pup will 
starve to death on the land, or when you shoot them in the water they 
may have a pup inside. If the seals on the South 
Shetland Islands had been protected, I think they 
would have been there by the million, because in one 
year they took 300,000 seals from the Shetland Islands. I have very 
often cut a seal open and found alive young one inside. I was codfish- 
ing in the Bering Sea in the schooner Hancock in 1891. 
Where I fished there were no seals that came around 
that part of the sea. From what I learned when fish- 
ing in the Bering Sea there are not nearly as many 
seals there as there were ten years ago. 


Bering Sea, time of 
entering. 


Waste of life. 


Antarctic sealing. 


Hancock, 1891. 


Patagonia. 


Destruction 
rookeries. 


South Shetland Is- 
lands. 


Seals feeding. 


Decrease. 


CALEB LINDAHL. 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


=] 
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Deposition of BE. W. Littlejohn, sealer (master). 


PELEGIC SEALING 


EK. W. LITTLEJOHN, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: I reside 
at San Francisco, Cal. fam a sea otter and seal hunter by occupation, 
and am now master of the schooner Pearl, which is engaged in sea- 
otter hunting. I have had eight (8) years experience in this pursuit 
in the waters along the Alaskan coast. In the year 
1885, six hundred (600) fur- seals were caught during the — 
month of March off the Farallon Islands (California). oe Ballons 
In subsequent years we have had to go farther north . 

each year in order to secure a good spring catch. My experience has 
been that fully 90 per cent of all sealstaken were fe- 4, MSA i 
males, and of these two-thirds (%) were mothers in milk, females, of which 
It is impossible to distinguish the sex of fuv-seals at '° thirds nursing. 
sea (excepting large bulls), and no effort is made to do so, the object 
being to secure all the skins possible; hence the kill- | 4... - 
5 ents Se ts ndiscriminate kill- 
ing is indiscriminate. I have observed a very gre es ing. 
decrease in fur-seal life since 1885, and believe it i 
almost entirely due to the large number of vessels en- 
gaged in pelagic hunting. I never saw pups born in Not born in water. 
the water, nor do | know of any fur-seals hauling up yan npeangretae 
on the land anywhere save the rookeries on the various lands. 

seal islands in Bering Sea. I believe that in order to 
preserve fur-seal life it is necessary to absolutely stop — Protection neces- 
pelagic hunting and maintain a close season against “" 

killing for skins on the Pribilof Islands. 


Experience. 


Decrease. 


EK. W. LitrLEesonn. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of William H. Long, sealer (mate and master). 


PELAGIC SAELING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


William H. Long, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am by 
occupation a seaman, and have follewed the sea for the 
last fifty years. Ihave been mate and master of ves- Experience. 
sels. For the last four years [ have not been to sea. 
In 1885 I was hunter on board the schooner Lookout; — Lookout, 1885-1887. 
in 1886 1 was mate of her; in 1887 I was master of her. 
Twas engaged during these years in seal and otter — Appearance of seals 
hunting in the Bering Sea. The seals appear off the °°" 
coast outside of the heads i in the early part of January. They are trav- 
eling all the time north, and from that time on to June they are trav- 
eling towards the Bering Sea. Iused both shotguns and rifles. I 
know that a large proportion of the seals taken were Harte! uurduaatien 
mothers in pup, or mothers giving milk, but I paid no taken pregnant or 
particular attention to the percentage. In killing seals "ss Cows: 
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in the Bering Sea, during the months of June, July, August, and Sep- 

Aine dowelaliad tember, ‘L noticed that a large number of them were 
in Bering Sea 10-200 femé les and mothers giving milk. Ihave killed mothers 
iniles from islands: | in mulls all’ thew ay from 10 to 200 miles off shore. The 
average hunter will fire ten times to get one seal. I think on an aver- 
age he gets about one seal out of every three killed. 
Mothe r seals heavy with young are much easier taken, 
for they are usually asleep on the water. Whena seal is shot dead it 
almost instantly sinks, and it is only secured by stun- 
ning it. [tis impossible to tell the sex of a seal in the 
water. The seals were much less plentitul the last year 
I sealed than the first. Lattribute this decrease to the 
hunting of them in the water, and the increased number of boats and 
men engaged in the business in the last few years. I 
think if something is not done to protect see ts i in the 
North Pacific and Bering Sea they will become exter- 
minated in a very few years. 


Waste of life. 


Indiscriminate. 


Decrease. 


Protection neces- 
sary. 


WILLIAM H. Lone. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this Ist day of April, A. D. 1892 
[SEAL | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Charles Lutjens, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Be it remembered that on the 26th day of February, 1892, at my 
office, 434 California street, in the city and county of San francisco, 
State of California, before me, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and 
for said city and county of San Francisco, State of California, duly 
appointed and commissioned to administer oaths, etc., personally ap- 
peared Charles Lutjens, who, being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 


CHARLES LUTJENS, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
The NoTARY: 
Q. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation? . My name 
is Charles Lutjens; Lam 50 years of age; I reside in 


this city, and am by occupation a seal hunter. 
Q. Are you a citizen of the United States?—A. Yes, 


Pelagic sealing. 
Experience. 


sir. 

Q. What State are you a resident of?—A. The State of California. 

@. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you have taken in 
the Pacific and Bering Sea?—A. Principally females. 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken were cows?—A. 

Rien ceition seals About 90 per cent. 
taken are females, 70  @. What percentage of the cows you have taken 
per cent of which were with pup?—A. About 70 per cent, I should say.’ 
pregnant. = ; Dae ae 

@. When does sealing commence in the Pacitie and 

Commencementana When does it end?—A. It commences about the Ist of 
end of sealing season. January and ends about the last of June. 

Q. When does sealing commence in the Bering Sea and when does 
it end?—A. Sealing commences in the Bering Sea about the 5th of 
July and ends about the middle of September. 

Q. What percentage of seals are taken compared to 


Waste of life. 
a those you destroy in doing so; in other words, how 
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many do you actually get out of those you shoot?—A. I should say we 
get about 80 per cent of those we shoot. 

Q. Is it not a fact, that when you first started in the business, and 
was inexperienced i in hunting, that you, like all other beginne: S, s, de- 
stroyed a much larger proportion than you now do?—A. There is no 
doubt about that. 

Q. Are the seals you shoot at mostly asleep on the water or awake ?— 

A. Asleep. 

Q. Do you shoot at them while breeching?—A. We shoot at them 
anyway we find them. 

(. Have you ever seen any seals born in the water, 
and is it your opinion that it is impossible for them to — polacie pirth 
be born in the waer?—A. Seals can not be born in the possible. 
water. 

Q. Do you know of any place where seals land out- 
outside of the seal islands?—A. No, sir; I know of no , Haul up only on 
place. Aare 6 

Q. Has there been any decrease in the quantity of seals as com- 
pared to previous years?—A. There has been a de- 
crease. 

Q. To what do you attribute the decrease?—A. To the hunting of 
the seals in the Bering Sea. 

Q. Do the pups perish with the cows that you kill?—A. Certainly. 
Not alone that, but they generally leave, while they go 
into the Bering Sea, a pup on shore, which also dies, PERE Duns: 
from not being able to get any sustenance. The seal which is killed in 
the Bering Sea may be with pup, and also has a pup on shore, which 
make the killing of three seals to one. 

Q. Is it your opinion, if sealing continues unrestricted, that they 
will soon be exterminated ?—A. Yes, sir; they will get 
less and less, and will soon be exterminated if all seal- Protection neces- 
ing is not stopped in the Bering Sea and on the *Y: 
islands. 

Q. In your opinion, is it absolutely necessary to protect the cows in 
the Bering Sea, to prevent the herd from being exterminated?—A. It 
is absolutely necessary. 

Q. What months in the year do you think they should be pro- 
tected?—A. The months when they are in the Bering 
Sea, from July 5th to November 1st. Chose Beaser 

Q. Do you generally shoot seals with a rifle or a shotgun?—A, A 
shotgun principally. 

Q. What kind of shot do you use, buckshot or fine 
shot?—A. Buckshot. 

Q. Judging by the direction that seals were traveling in the spring 
of the year, “during your experience, where do ie 
suppose was their destination?—A. The Bering Sex 

Onan LUTJENS. 


im- 


Decrease. 


Weapons. 


Migration. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

I, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and for said city and county 
of San Francisco, do hereby certify that the witness in the foregoing 
deposition named, was by me duly sworn to testify the tr uth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth; and that said deposition was 
reduced to writing, and when completed was carefully read over to said 
witness, and by him subscribed in my presence. 
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In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed 
my seal of office, this 26th day of February, 1892. 
[SEAL. } CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Thomas Lyons, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Thomas Lyons, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside 
in San Francisco. My occupation is that of a seaman. 
On the 24th of February, 1887, I left the port of Vie- 
toria, British Columbia, on a sealing voyage to the North Pacific and 
Bering Sea. I went on the schooner Triwmph, of which 
Capt. Cox was master. I was engaged as a boat-puller. 
We went first south as far as Cape Blanco, sealing around there for 
about two months, when we started north to the Bering Sea. We were 
sealing all the way up and succeeding in capturing 138 seals before 

ies _ entering the Bering Sea. The majority of those were 

ajority taken £ ey: : : ‘ > 
cows, mostly preg- COWS, the largest portion of which had pups in them. 
eau I know that from the fact of seeing them taken out and 

Bering Sea, time of thrown overboard. We went into the Bering Sea about 
pieeme: the 26th or 28th of June, and while in there we caught 
gE 389 seals, nearly all of which were mother seals in milk, 

er ee which fact I know from seeing the milk flow on the 
deck while we were skinning them. We took them a good ways from 
the islands, but do not know how many miles. We had six boats, and 
a hunter, boat-puller, and steerer for each boat, and used shotguns. 
The hunters would get on an average two out of every 
six that he wounded or killed. Seals were quite plenti- 
ful at that time, and there were lots of them destroyed that we did not 
get. 


Experience. 


Triumph, 1887. 


Waste of life. 


THOMAS LYONS. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[L. S.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of William McIsaae, sealer (boat-steerer and puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

William MclIsaac, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
a Sailor, and reside at San Francisco. I went to the 
Experience. Bering Sea in the American schooners Alexander and 
Alexander, 1889. Otter in the years 1889 and 1890. We commenced 
hunting off the coast here and followed the seals 
toward the Bering Sea. Iwas employed as boat-steerer and puller. The 
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schooner had four hunting boats, and each boat had a boat-steerer, a 
puller, and a hunter. We left here in the Alexander in the latter end 
of April, and arrived in the Bering Sea about the 
month of July. We caught about 400 or 500 seals be- Sau aeanisees 
fore we got to the Bering Sea. I don’t know the pre- +o 
gise number. They were bulls and females mixed in, but the general 
run of them were females. The hunters shot with rifles and used car- 
tridges and shot at all kinds they saw. They also 
had double-barrel shotguns and made their own car- 
tridges. The hunters lost a good many of the seals that they shot, be- 
cause they could not get up quick enough to get them before they 
would sink. We would use a hook to spear them, but sometimes we 
could not often get hold of them even with that. The bulls generally 
sunk quicker than female seals. 

When we skinned the females that we killed in Ber- 
ing Sea we would find they were mothers in milk, as Sabon in Benue aes 
the milk was running out of their teats. Several of 
the females that we caught in the ocean were in pup, but the pup taken 
out of the belly was of no use for anything, and we would throw it over- 
board. Taking the general average, we would not get 
more than 2 seal out of every 10 that the hunters shot 
ae Out of every 65 seal that was brought aboard the schooner I got 

, So I tried to spear as many as I could after they were shot. We 
sie more Seals in the Bering Sea than we did going along the coast, 
as we found more of them. We did not come across any revenue cut- 
ters. We saw with the aid of a glass arevenue cutter — 
a long distance off. We would catch them all the way yates distnte 
from 100 to 500 miles off the seal islands. When we 
had fine weather we were out in the boats killing all the seals we could 
get. We could not hunt in rough weather. All the seals that we shot 
at in rough weather were lost. In fine weather they sleep on top of 
the water and we do not lose so many of them. We 
made the same sort of voyage in the Otter in 1890. 
There were not as many seals in 1890 as there were in 
1889. I think there are so many boats and hunters 
out after them that they are being killed off. They are hunted too 
much. 


Waste of life. 


Waste of life. 


Otter, 1890. 


Decrease. 


WILLIAM McISAAG. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, A. D. 1892, 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notury Public. 


Deposition of William McLaughlin, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


William McLaughlin, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I 
reside in San Francisco; my occupation is that of a 
seaman. I shipped as a boat-puller in 1886, on the Experience. 
schooner Triumph. We had six or seven boats on 


Triumph, 1886, 
board, three men to a boat, and we used shotguns and 
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rifles. We left Victoria about the latter part of February, and sailed 
around Cape Flattery, sealing there for awhile. Then we sailed north 
Catch in Pacific LO the Bering Sea, sealing all the way along the coast. 
atch in Pacific 5 5 
mostly pregnant fee We had 300 or 400 seals altogether before entering 
eS the Bering Sea; they were most all females, which had 
young pups in them. 
We entered the sea about the middle of June and sealed around the 
Berine Sea, timeot LF JtPilof Islands, sealing from 5 to 10 miles and some- 
entering. times 40 miles off the islands. I do not remember the 
Mostly nursing Dumber of seals that we got in the Bering Sea, but 
females taken in they were mostly mother seals with their breasts full 
BE of milk. We got about one out of every five that we 
Waste of life. killed or wounded. There was any amount of them 
that we shot and did not get at all. It seemed as if a 
good many got away. | 
In 1887 I went codfishing in the barkentine Premium to the Bering 
and Okhotsk seas. We left San Francisco in April. We saw seals 
that year, but the captain did not bother with them. 
I went to the Bering Sea on the Maggie Ross from Vic- 
toria, of which Captain Olsen was master. I shipped as a boat-puller. 
She had six boats, three men to a boat, and we used Spencer rifles. We 
sailed from Victoria in June and went due north, and commenced seal- 
ing in the Bering Sea, catching about 400 seals. We hunted around 
the islands there, from 50 to 60 miles offshore. Most 
muttch in sea mostly of those were females that had given birth to their 
ip young and were with milk. We had some white hunt- 
ers and Indian hunters. I do not think that we lost as many that year 
in proportion to those that we killed as we did in the 
Triumph. We got about one out of every three killed 
and wounded. They were better hunters. I was also codfishing in 
1884. There were a great many more seals in the water 
then than there was in 1889. In 1884, when we were 
cod-fishing, we met the steam whaler Thrasher, and I heard the captain 
remark that it was a damned shame the way they were killing the 
female seals in the Bering Sea. 


Maggie Ross. 


Waste of life. 


Decrease. 


Wm. McLAUGHLIN. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Thomas Madden, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORMIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


Thomas Madden, having been duly sworn, deposes andsays: Iresidein 
Victoria, British Columbia. My oecupation is that of 

Experience. aseaman. I have been going to the Bering Sea over 
twelve years on whalers and sealers. I went sealing in 

Sai ee 1888, 1889, 1590, and 1891 on the Black Diamond. We 
Feira left Victoria alongin January ofeach year. Iwasa boat- 
puller. We came down each year to the coast of Oregon, then went 
along up the coast to the Bering Sea. I do not recollect the exact num- 
ber of seals we caught in 1888, 1889, and 18990, but last 


Catch in 1991. x 5 
iy year we caught about 150 along the coast. I did not 
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pay much attention to the sex of the seals, but [ seen lots of little pups 
taken out of them. Hach year we wouid enter the 

Bering Sea about June, and we sealed from 50 to 150 eee Sea, time of 
miles from the islands. The first year we caught about 

700 seals in the sea, and we caught very big catches in 1888 and 
1889, but last year we only caught 150. Most of them 

were cow seals, having given birth to their young, and , Mostly nursing 
their breasts had milkin them. Isaw the milk running itt 

out of their breasts on the deck as they were being skinned. The 
seals were not nearly as plentiful in 1891 as they were —,, 
in 1888. I think they are decreasing rapidly. Wehad —“""*® 
Indian hunters, who used shotguns. The Indian hunters are more ex- 
pert than the white hunters and they do not lose so 
many seals they kill. I think they would get one out 
every two or three killed or wounded. We were Or- _ Ordered out of Ber- 
dered out of the Bering Sea in August and went back °° 

to Victoria. 


Waste of life. 


his 
THOMAS xX MADDEN. 
mark. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 


Notary Public. 


Deposition of James Maloy (sealer). 
PELAGIC SEALING, 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

James Maloy, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 50 
years of age. I reside in San Francisco. My occupa- 
tion is that of a seaman. I was in the North Pacific 
and Bering Sea in 1889. I went out in the Maggie 
Ross, which sailed from Victoria in the month of Mebru- 
ary. We sailed up the coast and caught a few seals, 
until we got to the Bering Sea. We caught 1,100 seals, 
nearly all of which were caught in the Bering Sea. 
We caught them around St. George Island. I think 
out of the 1,100 we caught there were 600 females. Out , Fifty-four per cent 
of that 600 there were over 400 that had pups inside re BNE rut 
of them, and we threw them all overboard. We had 
eight boats, each boat having a boat-puller, steerer, and hunter. The 
hunter used rifles and shotguns. I do not think our 
hunters got one-half of those they killed or wounded. 
They would sink before we could get our boat up to 
them. Ihave given up the sealing business because Decrease. 
the slaughtering of the female seals is making them 
so scarce that if does not pay. Something _ certainly, Protection neces- 
should be done to stop the killing, or there will be °° 
none left in a very short time. 


Experience. 
Maggie Ross, 1889. 


Catch in Bering Sea. 


Waste of life. 


JAS. MALLOY. 
Subscribed and sworn to, before me this 15th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. ] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


464 TESTIMONY 
Deposition of Patrick Maroney, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 
Patrick Maroney, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I re- 
side in San Francisco. My occupation is that of a sea- 
Experience. man; I made two voyapes to the North Pacifie and 
May Elen, 1ss9. Bering Sea. In 1889 I went out in the May Ellen, 
p of which Capt. Alex. McLean was master, and in 1890 
1 went out in the Lizzie Ellen. I was a boat-puller on 
both voyages. We sailed from San Francisco about Christmas, in 1889, 
and hunted along the coast up to about July. We took 130 seals off 
the coast and put them ashore with Mr. Morse, and then went on seal- 
ing toward the Bering Sea. Along about the 1st of 
ene Seeule ot July we entered the Bering Sea and caught about 123 
rf seals when we came back to Vietoria and I left the ves- 
Catch mostly preg- Sel as Captain McLean got into some trouble. The big- 
nant and nursing te" gest part of our year’s catch off the coast were females 
with pups in them, and those we caught in the Bering 
Sea were mostly all females with milk in their breasts. 
We used shotguns with No. 12 shot. When we had to 
shoot at long range we used rifles. Mostly all the seals we shot at were 
sleepers. When ‘they were wounded we had to chase them, and then 
sometimes would not get them. The next season, 1890, 
entering Ses Hme of Wwe got on the way up between 100 and 200 seals, and 
: then we entered the Bering Sea about the 18th or 19th 
eae mastly te ot July, and I -caueht 90 seals, mostly all females. 
There were six boats on the vessel. Some of the boats 
would come in without a seal, after being out all day long shooting, but 
they would wound a great many. On an average, taking all the boats 
together, they got one out of every five or six that they 
killed or shot at. We wounded a great many that we 
ented, from 40 to. © ould not get. When we were in Bering Sea we hunted 
from 40 to "200 miles off the seal islands. 


Lizzie Ellen, 1890. 


Weapons. 


Waste of life. 


his 
PATRICK xX MARONEY. 
mark. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 


Notary Public. 


Deposition of Henry Mason (sealer). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 
Henry Mason, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 43 
years of age and reside in San Francisco. My oceu- 
Experience. 199. pation is that of a seal hunter. I went sealing on the 
Umbrina in 1891. We sailed from Victoria on the 8th 
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of April, and sealed along the coast up to Akutan Pass. We caught 
about 300 seals in that vicinity. Mostly all were 
females and a great many of them had pups in them. ,,).0°°!¥ females 
We cut the seals open and saw the young inside. We 
caught a few seals in the Bering Sea and then were ieee VEG eRe 
ordered out and sent back to Victoria. Those that 
were caught in the Bering Sea were mostly females and had had 
pups and were in milk. In 1890 I went sealing in the 
schooner Argonaut. She sailed from Victoria about 
the 8th of April, and sealed along the coast up to the pass in the Bering 
Sea. We caught about 350 seals that year. 

Most all the seals we caught in the North Pacifie 
were females. A good many of them also had pups ,,M0*tly females 
inside. Then we went into the Bering Sea sometime Bering Sea, time of 
in July or August. We caught about one-half of our “'""® 
catch in the Bering Sea. I did not pay particular attention to the sex 
uf the seals we caught in the Bering Sea. We hunted with shotguns 
and shot them mostly when they were asleep on the water, or any chance 
we could get. Iwasa boat-puller and the hunters shot 
at everything in sight. I do not think they would get  ,,Imdisetiminate kill 
more than one seal out of every six or seven they shot, e 
and sometimes only one out of ten. When the seals were shot they would 
sink to the bottom. You have got to hurry up and 
pull to them quickly after shooting, or they will sink. 
A great many were shot that we could not get, as they sunk before we 
got to them. 


Argonaut, 1890. 


Seals sinking. 


H. MAson. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this Sth day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 


Notary Public. 


Deposition of William Mason, sealer (boat-puller), 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

William Mason, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam a 
seaman by occupation, and I reside in Victoria, British 
Columbia. I made a sealing cruise in the British FP*petience. 
schooner Maybelle, Capt. Hanson, during the season of 
1891, leaving Victoria in the latter part of January, 
I was a boat-puller and got $30a month and 25 cents a skin. Wecom- 
menced sealing on the coast of Oregon, and followed the herd along 
the coast up to the Bering Sea. We got about 275 
seals along the coast and then went into the Bering , Bering sa, time of 
Sea in the latter part of May or fore part of June, and i 
sailed around in the American waters. We cruised around the Pribi- 
lof Islands from 5 to 100 miles off. We caught about 300 seals in the 
sea, and was then ordered out by a revenue cutter — Gateh in sea. 
which I believe was the Rush, in the latter part of 
August, but we did not go. We sealed around for sev- 
eral days and caught about 250 more, and arrived at Victoria in Octo- 


Zio Vi kets 0) 


Maybelle, 1891. 


Ordered out. 
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ber. I noticed in the seals that we caught along the coast that a great 

Majority canght fe. Many of them were females and had pups. I think 
males, and in Bering most of them were females. I know that in my boat 
“se amcn ct the catch was most all females and they had pups in 
them. They were usually shot when sleeping on the water. About 
two-thirds of those caught in the Bering Sea were females that had big 
teats and were giving milk. We could tell that when we were skin- 
ning. them, because the milk would run out on the 
decks. Our hunter was a good one. His name was 
Joe Williams. I think he got one out of every three on an average. 
He used a rifle a good deal and was a fine shot; some of the hunters 
in the other boats would shoot at the seal and not get any at all, and 
come in at night without any, or maybe one or two. There was one 
hunter from Nova Scotia that did not kill any scarcely. The hunter in 
my boat last year got $7 a skin. This year they only 
wanted to pay me $18 a month and 25 cents a skin, and 
only wanted to give the hunters one skin out of every six. The hun- 
ters say the seals are getting scarcer all the time, and 
that it does not pay to gounless they get more fora skin. 

WILLIAM MASON. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of April A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary. 


Waste of life. 


Wages of sealers. 


Decrease. 


Deposition of G. E. Miner, sealer (hunter). 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


G. E. Miner, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a seal hunter 
by occupation; have been engaged for the past five 
years in sealing, always as hunter. Shotgun and rifle 
have been used by me for taking seal. Am at present hunter on the 
schooner Henry Dennis. First hunted seals off the Faralone Islands 
in February, and followed them up the coast into 
Bering Sea, which they enter about the 10th of July. 
I think the seals are constantly on the move up the coast. I think 
about 33 per cent of the seals shot with a shotgun are lost. I use 
ae ., no discrimination in shooting seals; shoot everything 
ndiscriminate kill- : 
ing. that comes near the boat, and all other hunters do the 
same. <A large majority of the seals killed in the North 
Large majority of Pacific are cows with pup, and in Bering Sea, cows 
oor suring? "*™* with milk. Few yearlings are killed every year by me. 
Of the male seals killed a majority are 4-year-olds. I 
have killed but a few old bulls. If a seal is killed instantly when he 
first puts his head above water he will sink at once. I think seals are 
not as plentiful as they used to be, caused, I think, by 
the indiscriminate killing of females with pup. Have 
never known of pups being born in the water, or any- 
where else on the coast of Alaska outside of the Pribi- 
Do not haul up on lof Islands. Have never known seals to haul up on the 
Alaskcancoask: coast of Alaska outside of the Pribilof Islands. Haye 


Experience. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


No pelagic births. 
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killed seals 250 miles from the Pribilof Island, with milk. I think if all 
sealing was prohibited from January 1, to August 15, 
in the North Pacific-Ocean and Bering Sea it would 
give sufficient protection to the seal. 


Protection. 


G. E. MINER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 21st day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of Eddie Morehead, sealer (boat-puller), 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Eddie Morehead, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
21 years of age; [reside in San Francisco; my occu- 
pation is that of a longshoreman. I have been em-  Fxperence- 
ployed on a sealing vessel as a cabin boy and boat- — yandervits, 188. 
puller; I made one voyage on the Vanderbilt in the 
North Pacific in 1888; we did not go in the Bering Sea. We left in the 
early part of March; she was lost on that voyage in a storm, going 
ashore at company’s harbor. We caught between 500 and 600 seals. 
We commenced shooting along the coast of California, following the 
seals to the Aleutian Islands. We had six small boats on board, each 
boat having three men, a hunter and two men to pull. They shot both 
with rifles and shotguns. The rifle was considered the best to use, 
as the shotgun would wound more. We shot at every- 
thing in sight. We killed more females than males, 
and we lost a good many that we killed. I never saw ,,Majcrity killed fe- 
nor heard of any young pups being born in the water. 
The shooting was all done from the small boats. 


Indiscriminate. 


ED. MOREHEAD. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Frank Moreau, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


Be it remembered, that on the 26th day of February, 1892, at my 
office, 434 California street, in the city and county of San Francisco, 
State of California, before me, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and 
for said city and county of San Francisco, State of California, duly 
_ appointed and commissioned to administer oaths, ete., personally ap- 
peared Frank Moreau, who, being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 


FRANK MOREAU, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 


The NOTARY: 


Q. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?—A. My name 
is Frank Moreau; age, 32; residence, San Francisco; occupation, seal 
hunter, 
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Q. Are you a Citizen of the United States?—A. I am. 

Q. What State are you a resident of?—A. Kentucky; I was porn 
there; I am now residing in the State of California. 

Q. Have you been engaged i in catching seals in the Pacific and Bering 
Sea, and for how long’ A. For five or six years I have 
been catching seals. 

Q. Do you ‘know of what sex the seals were that you 
fontve taken mostly have taken in the Pacific and Bering Sea?—A. Mostly 

females. 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken were cows 1 Aa 
should judge about 90 per cent. 

Panes Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken 

y-five per : am 7 

cent of which preg Were with pup?—A. About 75 per cent were with 
Rant pup. 

Q. When does sealing commence in the Pacific, and when does it 

Commencementang C2d?—A. It commences about the Ist of January and 
ending of sealing sea’ ends about the last of June. 
ia @. When does sealing commence in the Bering Sea, 
and when does it end?—A. It commences about the 1st of July and 
ends about the 1st of November. 

Q. What percentage of seals are taken, compared to those you 
destroy in doing so; in other words, how many do you actually get out 
of those you shoot 2A. About 75 per cent. We lose 
about 25 per cent. 

Q. Is it not a fact that when you first started in the business, and 
was inexperienced in hunting, that you, like all other beginners, 
destroyed a much larger proportion than you do now?—A. Certainly; 
there is no doubt about that. 

Q. Are the seals you shoot at mostly asleep on the water or awake ?— 
A. They are mostly asleep. 

Q. If awake, do you shoot at them while breeching?—A. Yes, sir; 
we shoot at them anywhere, either while they are breeching , or heads 
up or any way. 

Q. Have you ever seen any seals born in the water, and is it your opin- 
ion that it is possible for them to be born in the water?—A. They are not 
born in the water. A seal can not swim when it is 
first born. 

Q. Do you know of any place where seals land outside of the seal 
islands?—A. I do not; no, sir. 

@. Have you noticed any decrease in the quantity of animals in the 
last few years?—A. There is no doubt but what there 

is a decrease. 

Q. To what do you attribute that decrease?—A. From the killing of 
seals, both by hunters and others. 

Q. Do the pups perish with the cows that you kill?—A. Certainly. 
That is, if the cows happen to be with pup. 

Q). Is it your opinion, if Sealing continues unrestricted, that they will 
soon be exterminated?—A. There certainly will not be aS many in a 
few years as there are now. 

@. In your opinion is it absolutely necessary to protect the cows in 

the Bering Sea to prevent the herd from being extermi- 
Protection neces- nated?—A. Certainly it is. 
sethe Q. What months in the year do you think they 
Close season. ought to be protected ?—A. Well, from about the middle 
of June to the lst of October. 


Experience. 


Waste of life. 


Not born in water. 


Decrease. 
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Q. Do you generally shoot seals with a rifle or a shotgun?—A. A 
shotgun. Ninety per cent are killed with a shotgun. 

Q. Do you use buckshot or fine shot?—A. Buck- 
shot. 

Q. Judging by the direction that seals were traveling in the spring of 
the year, during your experience, where do you sup- 
pose was their destination?—A. The Bering Sea. 

Q. Do you think that the Bering Sea should be 
entirely closed ?—A. Certainly. 

@. Do you think of anything else that is of value in regard to this 
seal question that I have not asked you about; if so, you can state any- 
thing you please?—A. I have nothing further to say. 


Weapons. 


Migration. 


Close of Bering Sea. 


F. MOREAU. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

I, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and for said city and county 
of San Francisco, do hereby certify that the witness in the foregoing 
deposition named, was by me duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth; that said deposition was reduced to 
writing, and when completed was carefully read over to said witness, 
and by him subscribed in my presence. 

In witness. whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed 
my seal of office, this 26th day of February, 1892. 

[L. S.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public. 


Deposition of Niles Nelson, sealer, and part owner of vessel Annie, 
1885—86. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Niles Nelson, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am by occupa- 
tion a seal hunter, and part owner of the schooner 
Annie. My residence is in San Francisco. I was 
engaged in hunting seals during the years 1885 and = Annie, 1885-86. 
1886 in the North Pacific and Bering Sea. We go 
out about the middle of April. We hunt sometimes with a shotgun, 
and sometimes with a rifle. Breeching seals we shoot with a rifle, and 
sleeping seals with a shotgun. I can not give the exact estimate of 
the sex, but I know that a large proportion of them 
are females. An experienced A No.1 seal hunter in , Page , proportion, 
shooting sleeping seals with a shotgun will get a large 
proportion of what he kills, and will get one out of four breeching seals 
that he kills, but an ordinary, common hunter, like my- 
Self, will sometimes use ten cartridges and not get one 
seal. I can safely say that a common hunter will only get one seal out 
of three. I can not tell the age or sex of seals in the water. I was 
sealing in the Bering Sea during July, August, and 
September, 1885 and 1886. I was cruising in the Ber- 
ing Sea around about the Pribilof Islands, and from 100 to 300 miles 


Experience. 


Waste of life. 


In Bering Sea. 
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off. The principal portion of the cruising was between the Aleutian 
Islands and the Pribilof Islands. One of the principal sealing grounds 
is off Bogoslof. We first discover seals on their way to the breeding 
grounds in January and February off Cape Race. Most 
every female that has arrived at the age of maturity 
is pregnant. We follow them on from there into the 
Bering Sea, and most all of the females taken are pregnant. 

We find pups in the cow seals up to the time they get to the Pribi- 
lof Islands in June, but when they come off the Pribilof Islands they 
have bred, and are in milk for the remainder of the killing season. 
They sometimes go out from 100 to 200 miles off the islands, while the 
young ones still remain on the islands. After they have been on the 
islands they contain no pup, so the hunter can see if the seal has been 
on the islands or not. I have killed, and seen killed, 


Appearance off 
coast. 


Killing of nursing 


cows. mothers in milk 100 or more miles from the islands. 
Seals were not as plentiful in 1886 as they were in 
Decrease. 1885. I think the principal cause of that decrease is 


on account of killing the females in the water, and also 
through their getting shy by being chased by the boats. I have 
Pelagicbirthimpos. DEVeF Seen a pup in the water, and do not believe they 
sible. can be bornin the water. If they are born in the water 
they would drown. I know of no places that the 
Huet Wa oy Gude seals haul up in the Bering Sea or North Pacific for 
islands. breeding purposes except St. George, St. Paul, Otter 
Island, Bering Island, Robben Island, and Copper 
Reatsy hy neces- Tsland. If something is not done to protect seals in 
the North Pacific and Bering Sea, they will become 

exterminated in a very few years. 

NILES NELSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1st day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L.°S.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of John O’Brien, sealer (boat-puller.) 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

John O’Brien, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 40 
years of age; I reside in San Francisco; I am by occu- 
pation alongshoreman; I made a sealing voyage to the 

Alerander.isss, North Pacific and Bering Sea on the schooner Alew- 

ander, which sailed from Victoria in the latter part of 
January, 1885. I was aboat-puller. We sailed south as far as Blanco, 
sealing around there for two or three months, when we headed north 

Binty nerieede on into the Bering Sea, having caught 250 or 300 seals 
SE eh te ales, before entering the sea, of which 60 per cent of them 

were females, mostly all of them having pups in them. 

Eni Sea, time of We entered the Bering Sea the latter end of May, and 
caught about 700 seals in the Bering Sea, mostly all 

of them being females in milk. I saw the milk flowing 

Ee ae on the deck when they were skinned. We had 6 boats, 
each boat having 3 men, a boat-puller, steerer, and 


Experience. 
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hunter. We used shotguns, using a rifle to shoot at long range. It 
depends a great deal upon the weather as to the amount of seals ob- 
tained by the hunters. After a heavy blow you see the seals lying on 
top of the water asleep, and you can get very close to them, and on an 
average you would get 2 or 3 out of every 5 or 6 you 
kill or wound, while in rough weather you would not 
get 1 out of 5 or 6 killed or wounded. I could not tell how far off we 
caught them from the seal islands, as I did not know the distances. 
At that time there were lots of seals in the water. 


Waste of life. 


JOHN O'BRIEN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. S.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of John Olsen, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

John Olsen, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: IT reside in 
Seattle, Washington. My occupation is ship carpenter. 
I helped to build the schooner Labrador, in 1890, at 
Vancouver, and went sealing in her in 1891. Captain %724or, 1891. 
Whiteleigh was commander. We left Vancouver for 
Victoria, on the 29th of March, and fitted out the vessel, leaving Vic- 
toria on the 8th day of April. She carried four 16-foot boats and one 
stern boat 14 feet. She carried two men to the boat, one to pull and 
one to hunt. We commenced hunting outside of Cape Cook, about 5 
miles from shore, and hunted from there up to Unamak Pass, in the 
Aleutian Islands and entered the Bering Sea about 
the 5th of June, and was ordered out of the sea Bering Sea. 
the 19th of June. In going up the coast to Unamak — Time ofentering. 
Pass we caught about 400 seals, mostly females with | 
young, and put their skins on board the Danube, an pooniuny mosey 
English steamboat, at Alatack Bay, and after we got ~ 
into the Bering Sea we caught 220. We had 200 at the time the 
lieutenant ordered us out of the sea, the remainder we canght after. 

After entering the sea we got one female with a very large pup, 
which I took out alive and kept it for three or four 
days, when it died, as it would not eat anything. AN sae eee 
the others had given birth to their young and their ic 
breasts were fullof milk. Idonot believe mothers give, Mer aa 
birth to their young in the water. We went to Four rate ETL Gsk Bes 
Mountain Pass, when we went out. Wecaught these — gineanursingeows 
mothers, full of milk, from 50 to 150 miles off the seal 50 to 150 miles’ from 
islands. I shot twenty-eight myself. We used shot- *!"" 
guns, using buckshot, and I have known twenty shots Waste of life. 
to be fired at a seal before we got her. When we shot 
at ‘‘sleepers” we got a good many more than when we shot at ‘‘breech- 
ers” or “rollers,” and we secured on an average about one out of every 


Experience. 
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three killed and wounded. The percentage of loss of those killed and 
wounded is fully as great as I have stated. I know of 
out wp only ©” no place where they haul up on land except the Pribilof 
Islands. 
JOHN OLSEN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2d day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. S.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Charles W. Reed, sealer (master). 
HABITS—SEALS IN PACIFIC. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Charles W. Reed, having been duly sworn, deposes and says : I am 
53 years old and am an American citizen, resident of 
San Francisco, and by occupation a shipmaster and 
pilot, and a member of the San Francisco Pilot Association. Between 
the years 1872 and 1880 I made four voyages, as master of a schooner 

alt: and in charge of expeditions engaged in the sealing 
gon teaas “““P* industry, to the Galapagos Islands. These islands are 

situated on the equator, longitude about 90° west. In 
the first voyage I remained upon the islands about seven months, and 
at subsequent times from three to five months at each voyage, covering 
differert seasons of the year. I have thus seen and carefully observed 
the seals resorting to these islands at all times of the year. The beaches 
occupied by them are overhung by high eliffs and indented with caves 
and crevices into which the seals go, when not in the 
water, to avoid the tropical sun. The young are born 
in these caves and are unable to swim until several weeks old. They 
do not migrate, but may be found on and about the islands at all times 
of year. With this exception their habits do not vary, as far as I know, 
from those of fur-seals in Alaskan waters. They are 
not particularly timid, and may be as easily managed 
as sheep or cattle. I have no doubt they could be propagated on the 
rookeries and their reproduction reassured under proper management. 
en Winter ee 2 I captured on the first voyage about 3,000 skins and as 
eee many more in the three later voyages, slaughtering old 
and young indiscriminately, but I am now credibly in- 
formed that the rookeries are again building up and increasing in 
numbers. The skins obtained from this herd are quite distinct from 
those from the Guadalupe, Santa Rosa, and Santa Cruz, and other 
islands to the northward of the Galapagos group, being much shorter 
and lighter furred and correspondingly less valuable, as might be ex- 
pected in animals bred in a tropical climate. 
CHARLES W. REED. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. ] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Publie 
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Deposition of Adolphus Sayers, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Adolphus Sayers, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
a seaman. I reside in San Francisco. Iwas engaged 
in sealing in the Bering Sea and North Pacific, in the — Experience. 
City of San Diego and the Adeline, in the years 1887 — Gity of san Diego, 
and 1888. I was master of the Adeline. We com- 44éline, 1887, 1838. 
menced to seal from the Cordell Banks off the coast Of — gcatine of coast, 
California right up to the Bering Sea. On the voyage a 
of the City of San Diego, which lasted about eight months, we got 
about 1,900 seals. The hunters had rifles and shotguns, but as we 
entered the Bering Sea the revenue cutter Corwin took 
away our rifles and left us the shotguns. The shotgun 
is not as fatal as the rifle, but it ruins the skins of the seals. I was a 
boat-puller when I was on the City of San Diego. I can not tell from 
the appearance of a seal in the water whether it is a male or female, 
but most all of the seals we killed in the water were 
females. Sometimes we opened them and found young pa cones akon ile 
pups inside, and sometimes they were mothers that had 
given birth to their young and their breasts were full of milk, and 
we often killed them 100 miles or more from the seal islands. A seal 
never bears but one pup at a time. An ordinary hunter, on an aver- 
age, will not kill one out of four breaching seals, and sometiines he will 
not get one. The sleeping sealis the most easily killed, 
and we got about one out of three killed and wounded. 
I know that the seals are rapidly decreasing, and [ Decrease. 
believe it is caused by killing females in the water. 

ADOLPHUS SAYERS. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of April, A. D. 1892. 


[SEAL.] + CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Entered Bering Sea. 


Waste of life. 


Deposition of O. M. Scammon, officer Revenue Marine. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

C. M. Scammon, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 67 
years old and a resident of Oakland, Cal. I am and 
have been an officer in the United States Revenue 
Marine Corps since 1863. In 1865 and 18661 was in command of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company’s fleet of vessels when it 
was expected to establish a telegraph line to Europe via Bering 
Straits. In this capacity and later as commander of vessels under the 
United States revenue-cutter flag, I repeatedly passed through Bering 
Sea, touching at the seal islands. I am the author of the work entitled 
“The Marine Mammals of the Northwestern Coast of North America,” 
published by J. H. Carmany & Co., San Francisco, 1874. In prepar- 
ing Chapter Iv of part 2 of that work, relative to fur-seals, I consulted 
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every accessible authority upon that subject and added the result of 
my own observation and experience. Since then eighteen years have 
elapsed and many new facts have been brought to light concerning 
them, confirming for the most part what was then written, yet modi- 
fying to some extent the conclusions arrived at. 

The nomenclature and technical terms of seal-hunters have changed 
somewhat. We hear of “cows” instead of “clap- 
matches,” “bulls” instead of “wigs,” and ‘bachel- 
ors” or “holuschuckie” instead of “yearlings.” At the time my book 
was written the regular migratory habits of the animals were not as 
well understood in respect to the routes of migration as they are now, 
and naturalists always commence their description with the arrival of 
the different classes of seals at the northern breeding grounds, begin- 
ning with the “bulls” in the early spring, following them with the 
“cows” and “bachelors” at a later date, and then taking up the birth 
and development of the young. This, I think, resulted from our igno- 
rance of where they spent the winter months. Now it 
is well known that the Pribilof seals work their way 
down to the coasts of California, Oregon, and British Columbia, and 
go north again in the spring; and that the Commander Islands herd 
migrates down the Asiatic coast, the two herds keeping apart from 
each other. I held this opinion many years ago, as is shown by my 
letter to the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, written August 30, 
1869, as follows, and later observations and reading have confirmed 
my conclusions: 


Technical terms. 
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“SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., 
“August 30, 1869. 

‘Str: While on the station at Puget Sound frequent opportunities 
offered to observe the habits of the fur seals. 

‘“T have long been of the opinion that those seen off the mouth of 
Juan de Fuca Strait were a portion at least of the great herds that make 
their annual visits to the islands of St. George and St. Paul, Bering 
Sea. 

“Since my return to this city I have gathered further information 
which convinces me that beyond question the seals pass- 
ing the mouth of the strait during the months of March, 
April, and a part of May resort to the above-named islands to bring 
forth their young, as nearly all the females (aud no others are caught) 
taken by the Indians at this point have foetuses in them that to all 
appearances would be brought forward on their arrival at their north- 
ern summer haunt. 

‘¢ From personal observation, as well as from the most reliable infor- 
mation, it is quite certain that there has been taken by 
the Indians of Vancouver Islands and Washington Ter- 
males ee snantte- yitory during the last spring about 5,000 fur-seals, 

and almost invariably each animal was with young, so 
that in taking the number of adults above mentioned there were actually 
destroyed near 10,000 seals. 

‘‘ Having every reason to believe that vessels will be fitted out to take 
seals off the strait the coming season, I have thought it well to make 
this report to the Department. 

‘“] have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
“C. M. SCAMMON, 
““Oapt., U. S. B.S. 
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Indian hunting. 


“Hon. Gro. 8S. BOUTWELL, 
“Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C. 
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The certainty that the seals caught in the North Pacific are in facta 
portion of the Pribilof herd, and that all are born and 
reared for the first few months upon the islands of that Fue in Northern 
group, naturally leads the observer to regard them as 
quite domesticated and belonging upon their island home. The more . 
orderly way to describe them, therefore, would be to commence with 
their birth upon the island and the beginning of their migrations rather 
than at the end of some one of their annual rounds away from home. 

I gather, too, from further research that the nature of their food and 
the source whence it is obtained are better understood 
than formerly. It is well known that the bulls eat 
nothing during the rutting season and while taking care of their harems 
on the islands. The cows, however, go and come at will after the pups 
are dropped, and may be found in large numbers with the mammary 
glands distended with milk many miles from the breed- 
ing grounds. The pups are not able to go with their 
mothers and drown if by mischanece they are thrown into the sea be- 
fore they are three or four weeks old. They stay with the bulis on the 
breeding grounds until about six or seven weeks old 
before learning to swim. The fur-seals of the north, , Furs learning to 
unlike the hair seals, do not seem to like the severe 
cold weather and ice of the north, for they migrate to the southward 
upon its approach, while those inhabiting the tropics, as at the Galla- 
pagos Islands, leave the islands perhaps, but do not go, so far as is 
known, to any great distance. I have no doubt the ee 
northern seals of the Pribilof Islands spread over a xPrbiof seals in 
very wide extent of the North Pacific in winter. They 
are occasionally seen far off from land, but are much more numerous 
within soundings. Their food is mainly fish, and they are naturally 
found where that is most abundant. Seal-hunters say and statisties 
show that where fish are most plentiful, as in latitude 55° to 56° north, 
in Bering Sea, on the Shumagin Banks off the Alaskan Peninsula, and 
off the entrance to the Straits of Fuca, there the best catches of seals 
are made. 

Up to nearly the time my work was published, little was known 
about marine seal fishing. It was mostly confined to the Indians. A 
few vessels were engaged in the trade from Victoria, but cut no figure 
in commerce. The price of skins was comparatively low, and no great 
inducements were offered to go into the business. It was when prices 
advanced, and white hunters acquired the skill of following the move- 
ments of the seals and in shooting from a boat, that the real danger of 
the extermination of the species became apparent. The records of the 
Pribilof Islands show that not many seals were left on the rookeries 
about 1840 to 1845, and very few then appeared in the vicinity of 
the British Columbia coast. As those rookeries increased so the “ Vie- 
toria catch” increased, and amounted to about 5,000 skins in 1869, 
(Marine Mammals, p. 154.) 

The annihilation of many rookeries formerly existing in different parts 
of the world has heretofore been accomplished vy Saas 
wasteful, and sometimes wanton, destruction on the ,,iDninilation of 
land. Now, the only known rookeries of any size are 
guarded, and the vandals can not reach them; but they seem to have 
found methods of destruction almost as effectual a8 & » 5 notion neees: 
seal club, and they kill as cruelly and wastefully as. sary. 
they formerly did on land. Other animals of less use 
to mankind than the seals are protected by a close 
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season, or some other restriction, to save them from slaughter when 
breeding, but nearly all the seals killed in the water are mothers with 
young. 

Bering Sea seems to be peculiarly adapted to the wants of the fur- 
seals. Its climate is moist, the sun rarely shines in summer, and the 
water abounds in fish. Here also pelagic seal hunters find their best 
opportunity. They can stay about where they please under cover of 
the fog and defy any guard-ship to detect them. The range of the 
seals is very broad, and it is impossible to watch every square mile. 
The only way to stop the destruction of the rookeries is to stop pelagic 
sealing. Ifit is cruel and wasteful to destroy a whole species of useful 
breeding animals, it is just as cruel and wasteful, in proportion, to kill 
a few of them. Why should any be killed? 

I do not believe any partial measure of protection will stop the deple- 

tion of the rookeries. If vessels may be fitted out with 
nocoaerg? measures the paraphernalia for seal hunting, and skins brought 
into port and sold with impunity, the hunters will man- 
age by hook or crook to evade any restriction. 
C. M. ScAMMON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of May, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Peter Simes, sealer (steward). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Peter Simes, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside in 
San Francisco. My occupation is that of steward. I made one seal- 
Sessaslones. ing voyage in 1590 on the British schooner Umbrina, 
Umbrina, 1890. of which Capt. Campbell was master. We sailed 
Sealing off coast. from Victoria, British Columbia, April 8, and went 
right up the coast until we got to Sand Point, sealing all the way up. 
We caught 280 seals going up. When we got there we met one of the 
cutters, and it gave us orders not to go in the Bering 


AWarned off. ny Sea We laid there a week and returned, sealing all 
a STLY regna ) © ~ . . 
feueieg akan the way down. Wehad 315 skins when we arrived here. 


Mostly all of them were females heavy with pup asleep 
on the water, and we killed them with shotguns. We got back in the 
second week of July. The captain, mate, and myself went out several 
times with the stern boat, and we killed 15 the first time we went out. 
I think we went out that way three or four times, and we usually got 
about one out of four killed. I recollect one day when 
we were hunting bad weather set up, and we did not 
get any seals. In good weather we got more seals than we did in bad 
weather. 


Waste of life. 


PETER SIMEs. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Publie. 
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Deposition of James Sloan, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

James Sloan, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside in 
San Francisco. Iam by occupation a seaman. I made 
three voyages to Bering Sea. My first voyage was on Tie ae: aril 
the Fiying Mist, of which Capt. Saddler was master; ae 
the next was on the Penelope, of which Capt. Littlejohn was master, 
and my next was in the schooner Arctic, of which Capt. Brassey 
was master. We sailed from here on the Flying Mist on the 17th 
day of April, 1871, and caught altogether on that voyage about 
875 seals, of which a ‘large majority were , either females 
with pups or with their breasts full of milk. I saw it ,, Mostly pregnant fe- 
flowing on the deck when we were skinning them. We 
had six boats, four men to a boat; two boat pullers, steerer, and hunter. 
We used rifles for shooting. On my next trip, in 1884, I sailed from 
Yokohama, Japan, on the Penelope, leaving there about 
March, under the British flag, going to the Okhotsk 
Sea, sealing there about a month; but we only caught 
two seals, and then went. to Bering Sea, entering it about the 22d of 
May. We caught 767 seals in Bering Sea that year, from 30 to 150 
miles off the seal islands. The most of them were fe- 
males, for the reason that they are not as cute and , Mostly females tak- 
wild as the males. 

A great many of the female seals had their breasts full of milk, which 
anil run out on the deck when we skinned them. My orders were to 
kill them indiscriminately, everything I ran across. 

It is impossible to tell a female from a male in the water, — Indiscriminate kill- 

unless it is an old bull. We had six boats on board, S-_ indistingaish- 
each boat having a boat puller, a hunter, and a steer er. able in water. 

We used shotguns mostly, except for long range we prem tra 

used rifles. My third voyage was in 1889, I sailed 

from Yokohama on the Arctic about the latter part of January. We 

cleared under the American flag, and went to the Okhotsk Sea and sealed 

there about two months. We got there some 500 seals, of which more 

than one-half were females, and the most of them had 

pups in them. We entered Bering Sea about the 17th Teen Se 

of May, and caught about 900 seals, the most of them | Majority pregnant 

around the fishing banks, just north of the Aleutian '™° 

Islands. The majority of them were mother seals. We had nine boats, 

four on one side and five on the other. Each boat had three men. We 

used shotguns on that trip also, once in a while using a rifle for long 

range. I ‘think the average hunter gets about one or 

two. out of every five or six that he kills or wounds. waste scrap 

I made a whaling voyage to Bering Sea last year, oe 

where I remained for five. months. Iwas fourth mate of the bark Lydia. 

I took very great interest in the seals, because 1 used to hunt them 
myself, and [ noticed a great decrease in the number 
of seals from what there was formerly, when I was on 
sealing voyages. It was, in fact, so marked that I called the captain’s 
attention to it, saying that we had seen very few seals. They have 
been getting ‘scarcer every year since I have been going to Bering 
Sea, and if something is not done right away to protect them their will 
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be no more seals in these waters. I know as a fact that they are kill- 
ing them indiscriminately, and all the hunters care 
about it is to get askin. I know something about it, 
as I have been sailing from this coast up along those 
waters for nineteen years, and, as I said before, I paid particular atten- 
tion to them, and I firmly believe if they allow the 
killing in the sea to go on as they are now doing it 
will only be a question of a few years before there will 
not be enough to pay anyone to hunt them. Ido not know of any 

_ other piace on our coast where the seals haul up except 
rand only on is: ot the seal islands. I do not believe aseal can be born 

in the water and live. 


Indiscriminate kill- 
ing. 


Early extermina- 
tion. 


JAMES SLOAN. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL]. CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Jotary Public. 


Deposition of William H. Smith, sealer (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


William H. Smith, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am by 
occupation a seaman and seal hunter. Have been en- 
gaged in catching seals in the North Pacific Ocean for 
fourteen years and one season in Bering Sea. Have been mate and 
captain while sealing. First seal seen and taken by me were off the 
Columbia River in January and February. The seal 
at that time were traveling north. Spear is mostly 
used by the Makah Indians. Farther north the shotgun is used. 
Very few are lost when struck with a spear. About 66 per cent are 
; lost when shotgun is used. Most of the seals taken 
foastly presnant are females with young. Very few males are taken on 
the coast. I have taken 600 seals in one season 
and only 3 male seals were among them. <A few yearlings are 
taken, mostly females. Sex of seal can not be distinguished in the 
water. We useno discrimination in hunting; shootevery 
indiscriminate kill: seal that comes near the boat. Seal are most always 
i shot in the head if itis possible; if not, they are shot in 
the body where exposed. The indiscriminate killing of female seals 
in Bering Sea will very soon destroy the herd. Have 
never known of pup Seals being born in the water, nor 
anywhere else on the coast outside of the Pribilof Islands. Have 
Wena heard of fur-seals hanling up on_ the coast 
wherethanonPribilot elsewhere than on the Pribilof Islands. Have taken 
eee female seals in Bering Sea about 145 miles from the 
ern Pribilof Islands. I think that pelagic seal hunting 

in Bering Sea should be stopped. 


Experience. 
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No pelagic birth. 


Wm. H. SMITH. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Deposition of E. W. Soron, seater (master). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATH Ur UALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

E. W. Soron, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am by 
occupation a seaman. I reside in San Francisco. I 
was in the North Pacific in 1888, on board the City of Gare. Dione 
San Diego, as mate. We left San Francisco in Feb- 188s. 
ruary and fished all the way up to Kodiak Island. gate of seals. 
We caught about 475 seals and about 40 otters. To — Mostly pregnant fe- 
the best of my judgment the greatest portion of these ™™°s @*e™- 
were cows heavy with young. We could see the milk running out of 
their teats when they were skinned. I saw pups inside of the seals 
that we cut, and we saved some of them and fed them. We hunted 
with shotguns and rifles, and killed most of the seals 
when they were asleep on the water, and we only got Waste of life. 
about one out of five killed. I can not tell the sex of Can not tell sex in 
the seal in the water unless he is an old bull, A 
hunter will blaze away at anything he sees in the water. The seals 
are gradually being killed off by the hunters, and 
something should be done to protect them and stop gc’ton Beces- 
the killing of female seals or they will soon be all gone. 


KE. W. Soron. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 


Notary Public. 


Deposition of Cyrus Stephens, sealer (boat-puller). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss. 

Cyrus Stephens, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
working at calking vessels at the present time. Iwas 
employed on sealing vessels in the North Pacific in ees. 
1888 as cabin boy and boat-puller. I made two voy- eee White pe: 
ages to the North Pacific; first in the City of San 
Diego and the next in the C. G. White, in 1890. We left here with the 
City of San Diego in February of 1888 and arrived in the Bering Sea 
in June, 1888. As soon as we got into the ocean we 
commenced shooting seals and continued shooting all Shoging beak Sea. 
the way up to the Aleutian Islands. The seals became 
more plentiful as we were going north. We caught about 650 seals 
during that voyage. _ We killed a portion of them in the Bering Sea. 
We killed one large bull that I recollect, and the rest 
were nearly all females with pup or mothers giving | Mostly pregnant fe- 
milk. An ordinary hunter will not get more than one — Waste of life. 
seal out of four that he shoots at, and not more than 22, net breed in 
one out of two that he kills, and sometimes not that. 
IT have never seen any young pups in the water. Ido not think they 
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breed in the water. I never saw any seals on the land as we went 
along the coast. I think on the first voyage when I was in the San 
Diego we were in the Bering Sea about a month and a half, but when 
I was on board the C. G. White we did not go in the Bering Sea at all. 
I do not Know what distance we were from the islands of St. Paul and 
St. George. I do not know much about the particular 

habits of the seals except that they go north in summer 
and south in winter. I think the seals are decre easing 
in number all the time, because there are more vessels out hunting after 
them and are killing off the female seals. 


Migration. 
Decrease. 


CYRUS STEPHENS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of April, A. D. 1592. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Depositions of G. Sundvall, George Ball, and William Henson, sealers. 
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Be it remembered that on the 24th day of February, 1892, at my 
office, 434 California street, in the city and county of San Francisco, 
State of California, before me, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and 
for said city and county of San Francisco, State of California, duly 
appointed and commissioned to administer oaths, personally appeared 
G. Sundvall, George Ball, and William Henson, who, being first by me 
duly sworn, testified as follows: 


Capr. G. SUNDVALL having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
The NOTARY: 


Q. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?—A. My 
name is Gustave Sundvall; [am 37 years of age; oc- 
negro cupation, sea captain, and am residing at present at 
Oakland, Cal. 

(). Are you a citizen of the United States?—A. I am. 

Q. What State are you a resident of?—A. I am a resident of the 
State of California. 

Q. Have you been engaged in catching seals in the Pacific and Ber- 
ing Sea, and for how long?—A. I have been engaged 
in “catching seals in the Pacific and Bering Sea. for a 
number of years. 

Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you have taken in 
the Bering Sea?—A. Females. 

(. Ny hat percentage of the skins you have taken were 


Pelagic sealing. 


Ninety per cent fe- 


males. cows?—A. About 90 per cent or more. 
ails Aes Q. W hat percentage of the cows you have taken 
nant CWerre with pup?—A. Well, I should judge about two- 


thirds, anyhow. 
Q. When does sealing commence in the Pacific, and 
oe when does it end?—A. It begins the 1st of January, 
up to about the Ist of July. 

@. When does sealing commence in the Bering Sea, and what date 
does it end?—A. From the 15th of July until the Ist of November. 

Q. What percentage of seals are taken compared to those you destroy 
in doing so; in other words, how many do you actually 
get out of those you shoot?—A. I guess we get hardly 
two-thirds of what we shoot. 


Waste of life. 
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Q. Is it not a fact that when you first started in the business, and 
was inexperienced in hunting, that you, like all other beginners, de- 
stroyed a much larger propor ‘tion than you do now ?—A. It is. 

Q. Are the seals you shoot at mostly asleep onthe water or awake, and 
if awake, do you shoot at them while breeching?—A. Yes, sir; if they 
are breaching I generally shoot at them, but if they are slee ‘ping I gener- 
ally take them at first while asleep, of course. 

(). Have you ever seen seals born in the water, and is it your opinion 
that it is possible for them to be born in the water ?— 
A, It is impossible for seals to be born in the water. 

@. Do you know of any place where seals land out- 
side of the seal islands?—A. I do not know of any ;°@¢ only on 
place; no, sir. 

Q. Has there been any decrease in the quantity of seals as com- 
pared to previous years?—A. There has been a de- 
crease; from the time I started sealing I guess there has 
been a decrease of 25 per cent. 

(J. If thereis a decrease, to what do you attribute it?—A. On account 
of so much extermination ‘and hunting bythe seal-hunters. 

Q. Do the pups perish with the cows that you kill?— 
A. The pups always perish with the cows that are 
killed; yes, sir. 

Q. Is it your opinion if sealing continues unrestricted that they will 
be soon exterminated ?—A. It is my opinion that if 
sealing continues as usual they will be soon extermi- 
nated, and not before a great while, either. 

Q. In your opinion is it absolutely necessary to protect the cows in the 
Bering Sea to prevent the herd trom being exterminated? If so, for 
what mouths in the year ?—A. It is absolutely MOGAS Ais eae ty. 
sary to protect the cows, in order to prevent seals being sary. 
exterminated, from the Ist of July up to the Ist of 
November. 

Q. Do you generally shoot seals with a rifle or a shotgun, and if the 
latter, with buekshot or fine shot?—A. I generally shoot them with a 
shotgun loaded with buckshot if asleep; if awake we generally shoot 
them with a rifle. 

Q. Judging by the direction that seals were traveling during your 
experience, where do you eubecee was their destination?—A. I can not 
tell their destination, but I should judge they went 
south in the fall from 15 to 500 miles offshore, and in 
the spring they travel to the northward from 5 to 100 miles offshore. 

@. In order to preserve the seals, do you think it absolutely neces- 
sary to stop all killing in the water of the Bering Sea?—A. Yes, sir; I 
think it absolutely necessary, in order to protect the 
seals, to stop all killing of cows in the Bering Sea? 

Q. Do you think of anything else that is of value in 
regard to this seal question, that [ have not asked you; anything you 
would like to say; you can give your opinion about it—A. I have no 
more to say than what L have already said. 

Capt. GUSTAVE SUNDVALL. 


Not born in water. 


Decrease. 


Pups lost. | 


Extermination im- 
minent. 


Close season. 


Migration. 


Absolute pro hib i- 
tion necessary. 


Capt. GEORGE BALL, having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 
The NoTARY 
Q. What is your name, age, residence, and occupa- 
tion?—A. My name is George Ball; age, 42; residence 
2716—VoL It OL 


George Ball,sea cap- 
tain. 


482 TESTIMONY 


at present, San Francisco, Cal.; occupation, master and hunter of 
seals. 

Q. Are you a citizen of the Uniied States?—A. I am. 

Q. What State are you a resident of?--A. [I am a native of Connee- 
ticut and a resident of the State of California for the last twenty-seven 
years. 

Q. Have you been engaged in catching seals in the Pacific and Ber- 
ing Sea, and for how long?—A. I have been engaged 
in sealing in the Pacific and Bering Sea off and on for 
a number of years past; constantly during the sealing season for the 
last few years. 

Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you have taken in 
the Pacific and Bering Sea?—A. Yes; I have taken both male and fe- 

male seals, but I suppose the greater per cent that I 
malugty per cent fe have taken would be about 90 per cent females, or 

even more, 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken were cows?—A. 
About 90 per cent, for the simple reason that the bulls are not migra- 
tive. 

Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken were with pup?— 
A. About 99 per cent of the cows taken were with 
pup; there may be one in a hundred that is either with- 
out pup or has had one. 

@. When does sealing commence in the Pacific, and when does it 
end?—A. Sealing practically commenees there in Jan- 
nary, and it practically ends between the 25th of June 
and the 5th of July. The latest I ever hunted was about the 5th of 
July, and with very indifferent success. 

Q. When does sealing commence in the Bering Sea, and what date 
does it end?—A. Sealing commences in the Bering Sea about the 5th 
of July and ends in November, with heavy weather; that is, itis ended 
about October or the last of November by reason of the bad weather 
not permitting any hunting of seals. 

Q. What percentage of seals are taken compared to those you destroy 
in doing so; in other words, how many do you actually get out of those 
you shoot ?—A. If we get three seals out of every five 
we consider it doing very good work, and so I believe 
do all hunters, even the best of the hunters. 

Q. Is it not a fact that when you first started in the business and 
was inexperienced in hunting that you, like all other beginners, de- 
stroyed a much larger proportion than you do now?—A. Undoubtedly 
we did destroy a much larger proportion than we de now. 

Q. Are the seals you shoot at mostly asleep on the water or awake; 
and, if awake, do you shoot at them while breeching?—A. Mostly they 
are asleep, especially while they have their pups; but there is a good 
deal of shooting done while they are awake and breeching, but with 
less chance of getting them, to be sure. 

Q. Have you ever seen any seals born in the water, and is it your 

es Ate opinion that it is possible for them to be born in the 

' water?—A. No, sir; they are not like sea-otter, they 

being born in the water. A seal is just as helpless in the water, until 
they are about six weeks or two months old, as a child. 

Q. Do you know of any place where seals land outside of the seal 

islands?—A. The seals are found only on certain is- 
only 2 Jands, where they migrate from year to year for the 
purpose of breeding, throwing their pups. 


Pelagic sealing. 


Nearly allpregnant. 


Sealing season. 


Waste of life. 


Land 
islands. 
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Q. Has there been any decrease in the quantity of seals as compared 
to previous years?—A. There has been a decided de- 
crease. Vessels that used to get with experienced 
hunters 3,000 or 4,000 in a season, now get with experienced hunters 
less than half of that number. 

Q. To what do you attribute that decrease?—A. I 
attribute the decrease to the indiscriminate slaughter ,{ndiscriminate 
of the seals. i 

Q. Do the pups perish with the cows that you 
kill?—A. Certainly, they do. 

Q. Is it your opinion, if sealing continues unrestricted, that they 
will soon be exterminated ?—A. They will, in my opinion, not be entirely 
exterminated should sealing continue there as usual, but it will make 
the business of seal catching so unprofitable that no one will desire to 
engage in it, I think. 

(). In your opinion, is it absolutely necessary to protect the cows in 
in the Bering Sea, to prevent the herd from being ex- 
terminated? If so, for what months in the year qi reece neces- 
It is my opinion that it is absolutely necessary to pro- 
tect the cows in the Bering Sea during the entire year for a period of 
years. 

Q. Do you generally shoot seals with a rifle or shotgun, and if the 
latter, with buckshot or fine SE A. We use both, but principally 
with a shotgun loaded with No. 2 shot, heavy bue kshot. 

Q: Judging by the direction that seals were traveling during your 
experience, wliere do you suppose was their destina- 
tion?—A. In the fall of the year they leave their rook- 
eries and travel to a warmer climate, traveling from 5 miles to 100 miles 
offshore. 

Q. Do you think of anything else that is of value in regard to this 
seal question that I have not asked you, and if any- 
thing you would like to say, you can give your opinion 
about it?—A. Well, I think it is proper for the interests 
of sealing in those waters that the Government should take immediate 
action in the protection of seals in the Bering Sea. 


Decrease. 


Pups lost. 


Migration. 


Immediate protec- 
tion necessary. 


GEO. BALL. 


WILLIAM HENSON, having been duly sworn, testi: |... 

, iliam Henson 
fied as follows: sealer. 
The NovTArRy: 

Q. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?—A. My 
name is William Henson; [am 50 years old; I reside in this city; I 
have been occupied in se: ul hunting for about eight years. 

Q. Are you a citizen of the United States ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What State are you a resident of?—A. The State of California. 

Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that \) 4. enantio 
you have taken in the Pacific and Bering Sea?—A. males taken. 
Two-thirds of them are females. 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken were cows?—A. 
Two-thirds, I should say. 

Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken were with pup?— 
A. At least 60 per cent were with pup. 

Q. When does sealing commence in the Pavific and 
when does it end?—A. Sealing commences in the Pa- 


Sealing season. 
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cific about the 1st of January and ends about the last of June. 

Q. When does sealing commence in the Bering Sea and when does 
it end?—A. It commences in the Bering Sea about the Ist of July and 
ends about the lst of November. 

Q. What percentage of seals are taken compared with those you de- 
stroy in doing so; in other words, how many do you 
actually get out of those you shoot A. We get about 
two-thirds of those we shoot. 

Q. Is it not a fact that when you first started in the business and 
was inexperienced in hunting, that you, like all other beginners, de- 
stroyed a much larger proportion than you now do?—A. Yes, sir. 

(. Are the seals you shoot at mostly asleep on the water or awake; 
and if awake, do you shoot at them while breeching?—A. We take 
the sleepers first, and we also shoot at them while breeching. 

@. Have you ever seen any seals born in the water, and is it your 

opinion that it is possible for them to be born in the 
x Seale not born in water 2—A. I think it impossible for seals to be born 
in the water. 

@. Do you know of any place where seals land, out- 
side of the seal islands?—A. I do not; no sir. 

Q. Has there been any decrease in the quantity of seals as compared 

to previous years?—A. I[ think there has been a 
Decrease. decrease of seals as compared to previous years of 
about 25 per cent or more. 

Q. If there is a decrease, to what do you attribute it?—A. I attr ibute 
it to the extermination by inexper ienced hunters. 

Q. Do the pups perish with the cows that you kill?— 
Pups lost. ee : 
A. Yes, sir; they do. 

Q. Is it your opinion if sealing continues unrestricted that they will 
be soon exterminated.—A. I am of that opinion; yes, sir. 

Q. In your opinion, is it absolutely necessary to protect the cows in 

the Bering Sea to prevent the herd from being exter- 

sary tom eces inated; if so, for what months in the year?—A. I 

think it necessary to protect the cows in the Bering Sea 

from the first of July to the last of November, in order to protect 
them from being exterminated. 

Q. Do you eenerally shoot seals with a rifle or shotgun, and if the lat- 
ter, with buckshot or fine shot?—A. We generally shoot the seals with 
buckshot if we are close enough; if not, we shoot them with a rifle. 

Q. Judging by the direction that seals were traveling in the spring 
of the year during your pees where do you sup- 
pose was their destination ?— A. They go north during 
the spring of the year. 


Waste of life. 


Land only on islands. 


Migration. 


WILLIAM HENSON. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

I, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and for said city and county, 
do hereby certify that the witnesses in the foregoing depositions named 
were by me duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth; that said depositions were reduced to writing, and 
when completed were carefully read to said witnesses and subscribed 
in my presence. 
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In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and af- 
fixed my seal of office, this 25th day of February, 1892. 
[SEAL.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Z. L. Tanner, Commander, U.S. Navy. 


eS HABITS. 

Z.L. Tanner, being duly sworn, deposes and saith: Iam a Lieutenant- 
Commander in the ‘United States Navy, commanding 
the Fish Commission Steamer Albatross. I have made 
five cruises in Alaskan waters, embracing the entire region from Fort 
Tongass to the Kuskokwim River, including the eastern portion of 
Bering Sea. I have never seen and have no knowledge eds, 
of any ’fur-seal rookeries in the region other than those rookeries elsewhere 
on the Pribilof Islands, and have never seen fur-seals phat om, Erion ee 
in any great abundance save on and near said islands. 

Z. L. TANNER, 
Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy. 


Experience. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of April, 1892. 
JOSEPH MURRAY, 
United States Treasury Agent. 


Deposition of W. Thomas, master mariner. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


W. Thomas, being duly sworn, deposes and says: Iam a seaman by 
occupation and at present captain of the steamer Hlsie. Previous to 
taking command of the Hisie | was in command of the steamer Karluk 
doing business in Alaska most of that time. The hun- 
ters follow the seal from south of San Francisco, "*Perience. 
where they begin to take them in February until they 
enter Bering Sea. The seal are constantly on the ad- 
vance up the coast from the time they first appear. 
The white hunters use shotguns altogether for taking seal. I have 
always understood that 33 per cent of seals shot with Shotguns are 
lost. Hunters use no discrimination in killing seal, but rao Stee 2 
kill everything that comes near the boat, regardless heave neat 
ofsex. I have he: ard that seal have been decre asing the 
last few years, caused, I think, by pelagic sealing. 
Have never known any pups being born in the water No pelagie birth. 
or on the land on the coast of Alaska outside of the 
Pribilof Islands. I have never known myself of fur- ee re eee 

Se i naul up 
seal hauling up on the coast of Alaska outside of the on coast. 
Pribilof Islands, but have heard there were a few one 
season hauledon Oumnak Island. [think that all pelagic Protection. 
hunting should be stopped for a few years to give the 
seal a chance to increase, 


Migration. 


Decrease. 


W. THOMAS, 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of April, 1892. 
A. W. LAVENDER, 
United States Treasury Agent. 
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Affidavit of Adolph W. Thompson, sealer (mate). 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


Adolph W. Thompson, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I 

reside in San Francisco. My occupation is that of a 
Experience. master mariner. I went sealing in 1890, when I was 
Allie Alger, 1890. — mate of the Allie Alger. We sailed from Seattle in the 

Sealing off coast. latter part of January, and sealed off the coast until 
July, and then entered the Bering Sea. The catch that season along 
the coast was 90 per cent females, and the greater pro- 
portion of them were females in pup. We entered the 
Bering Sea about the middle of July, and we got about 1,600 seals 
there. That was the best catch of the whole fleet for that season, the 
total catch, I think, being about 2,600. Those we killed in the Bering 

Sea were mostly females in milk. We never went 
mostly presnantfe- nearer to the islands than between 25 and 30 miles. 

We killed most of them while they were going to or 
returning from the fishing banks. We used mostly 
shotguns in killing seals. We earried rifles, but did 
not use them much. The most of the seals that we killed were asleep on 
the water. The female seal has more curiosity than the male seal. We 
catch more seals after two or three days of rough weather, because 
they are tired, and when it is calm the next day they are tired and lie 
asleep on the water. We had seven boats on the Allie Alger, each boat 
having three men, a boat-puller, a steerer, and hunter. 

In 1891 I went out in the schooner @. H. White. We left here about 
the 5th of February, and sealed along the coast and 
did not enter the Bering Sea that season. We caught 
about 438 seals, and a ‘large proportion of them were 
females with young onesinthem. They werenot nearly 

as plentiful that season as they were in 1890. The best 
hunter will fire about twenty cartridges, and they get 
ten or twelve seals, while a hunter of less experience 
will fire one hundred rounds and get nothing, but will wound and dis- 
able them. Ifa seal is shot dead he will sink at once. 
You have got to get to them at once, or else you will 
lose them. The object is to wound them so that they will flop around 
on the water. On my first voyage I think we got two 
out of every five that we killed. That does not take 
into consideration the unborn pup, or the pup of the mother that dies 
on the rookery. I have taken unborn pups from their mothers and fed 
them on condensed milk, and kept them for quite a time. I refer to 
cases where the mother is about ready to deliver her pup. I am satis- 

fied from my experience that they must protect the 

cary ection Beces: seals in Bering Sea. If not they will soon be killed 

off. It may also be necessary to protect them in the 

North Pacific, for the catch in those waters are nearly all females 
carrying their young. 


Entered Bering Sea. 


Used shotguns. 


O. H. White, 1891. 
Sealing off coast. 


Decrease, 
Sink when killed. 


Waste of life. 


A. W. THOMPSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of April, A. D. 1892, 
[SEAL.} CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of Francis Tuttle, lieutenant, United States Revenue Marine. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Francis Tuttle, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a 
first lieutenant in the United States Revenue. Cutter Ser vice, and 
have been an officer in that service for the last 
thirteen years. Am at present in command of the rey- Experience. 
enue cutter Hartley at San Francisco. J made cruises 
to the Bering Sea in the United States Revenue steamer Rush during 
the years 188889 and 1890. During the sealing season é oe 
of 1888 the Rus cruised in Bering ‘Bea and’ made ire. ga ne 
quent stoppages at the seal islands. 

I had an excellent opportunity to observe some of the seal rookeries 
during my first visit to the islands, and spent much time in studying 
the habits of the seals, both on the rookeries and in the adjacent 
waters. I was partic wlarly impressed with the great numbers to be 

seen both on land and in the water. During the summer of 1889 the 
Rush was so actively engaged cruising in pursuit of vessels engaged 
in illegal sealing that our anchorages off the seal rookeries that season 
were short and. infrequent; hence I did not have the opportunity to 
observe them as closely on land as the preceding year. 

During 1890 the Rush was not engaged in preventing sealing outside 
the shore limit, and we spent much time in full view of the seal rook- 
eries and cruising about the seal islands, and I also made frequent 
visits to the breeding grounds. 

The deserted appear: ance of the rookeries and the absence of seals in 
the water was very noticeable and was a matter of gen- 
eral remark among the officers of the vessel, who had 
been on the former cruises. Very large tracts of the rookeries which I 
had formerly seen occupied by the seals were entirely deserted, and the 
herds were much smaller than those of 1888. My attention was also 
called, by those conversant with the facts, to the grass growing on the 
inshore side of some of the rookeries, and to the three different shades 
of grass to be seen, indicating the spaces that had not 
been occupied by the seals for several years, owing to _,ckeries becoming 
their diminished number, the darker shade showed 
where the growth first commenced, and a lighter shade for each sueceed- 
ing year. “There were three or four differently shaded growths, reach- 
ing down to the sand ‘of the rookeries, and on that portion of the rook- 
eries occupied by seals they were not lying near as compact as in 1888, 

In our frequent passages during 1890, between the Aleutian group 
and the seal islands, we sometimes made an entire passage without 
seeing a seal. This was entirely different from the experience of the 
preceding years, indicating a great falling off of seal life. 

I have observed and le arned that crews of vessels engaged in seal- 
ing kill all kinds without regard to age, sex, or condi- oleae 
tion. I have seen among the skins taken from vessels, J™Usctiminate Kill 
we have seized, bull skins which I was told by experts 
were comparatively worthless, others so small as to be classed as pup 
skins. Among the Indian crews of the Vancouver Island sealing- 
vessels, I have seen the skins of unborn pup seal; being of no com- 
mercial value, the crews were allowed to keep them. These unborn 
pups had been taken from female seals killed while coming up the west 
coast of North America. 


Decrease. 
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In my conversation with men engaged in seal-hunting in the open 
water of the North Pacific and Bering Sea, | have not been able to 
get suflicient information to form a reliable estimate of the average 
number saved out of the total number shot, nor of the percentage of 
females killed. 

As arule, hunters are extremely reticent about giving information 
on the subject to officers of the Government, but from the well-known 
fact that the female seal is much more easily approached than the male 
and sleeps more frequently on the water and is less 
active when carrying her young, I have no doubt that 
the female is the one that is being killed by the hunter. 

FRANCIS TUTTLE. 


Mostly females taken. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 15th day of April, A. D. 
1892. 
[SEAL. ] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of M. L. Washburn, furrier. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

M. L. Washburn, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I re- 

side at West Randolph, Vf., but spend most of my time 

Experience. on the south shores of Alaska. My occupation is that 

of a fur-dealer. I have been in Alaska for thirteen 
years; and for the last five years have been traveling in the early sum- 
mer montis of each year, buying furs from Kodiak Island east to Prince 
Williams Sound west; occasionally I made trips as far east as Yakutat 
Bay and as far west as Chignic Bay. The seals appear 
in these waters late in April and increase in numbers 
until the latter part of May, and then gradually decrease in numbers 
until about the 15th of July, when they all disappear. I annually visit 
nearly all the settlements in this region, and many of the uninhabited 
islands, and have never seen, and in conversation with the various 

tribes of natives have never heard of fur-seals hauling 
coy not hank up en on shore of the mainlands or the islands in this dis- 

trict, either for breeding or temporary resting place, 
since my residence in Alaska, and in only one case have I heard of a 
young pup fur seal being found in the waters of this district. A single 
pup seal was found last year near Marnot Island by a hunter who had 
been for years engaged in hunting, and this was the only case that had 
ever come to his knowledge. And L would say in this connection that 
all the small islands are visited during the summer by native hunting 
parties; and they informed me that they never had found any fur-seals 
on shore. Five years ago it was a common occurrence to sail past large 
numbers of fur-seals; many times we found them asleep on the water, 
and they were not easily frightened at the presence of 
a vessel, but for the last two years the seals have been 
more scattering, fewer in numbers and much more shy. 

The sealing schooners appear soon after the first appearance of the 
seal, and a portion of them remain in these waters 
until early in July, when they sail to the westward 
toward Bering Sea. 


Migration. 


Decrease. 
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From conversation with the hunters I learn that they follow the seals 
to within a few miles of shore, and hunt them at times in the mouth of 
the large bays. Some of the principal sealing grounds in this region 
are but a few miles off the islands, inlets, and harbors on this coast. In 
1891 a large number of the sealers transferred their catch 
to the English vessel Danube in Alitak Bay, Kodiak 
Island, to be transported to Victoria, British Columbia, before going 
west to the Bering Sea. 

In purchasing fur-seals from hunters [I have noticed that not less 
than 75 per cent of the catch taken previous to May 
25 are female seals; and from the development of the 
teat on the skin were evidently females with pup. 
After that the catch! is mostly young seals; and [ paid 
most attention to the sex. JT had in my employ men 
who are old seal-hunters, and who were formerly en- 
gaged in that business, and they have often told me — Waste of life. 
that they lost at least two out of every three they 
killed, and that the seals are not nearly so plentiful as 
they were five or six years ago. 

Inmy journeys in these waters I have noticed that seals are much 
less plentiful than when I first went there five years ago, and that the 
decrease has been very marked in the last two years; 
and I have no doubt that itis caused by the killing 
of female seals in the water, and, if continued, will cer- 
tainly end in their extermination. 


Danube, 1891. 


Mostly pregnant fe- 
males taken. 


Pups taken. 


Decrease. 


Decrease due to pe- 
lagic sealing. 


M. L. WASHBURN. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, 1592. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Michael White, sealer (master). 


HABITS. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Franciseo, ss: 

Michael White, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 50 years 
of age. I reside in Kast Oakland. My occupation is 
master mariner, and I have been so engaged for twenty- Experience. 
seven years, off and on. IJ have been engaged in seal- 
hunting during the years 1885, 1886, 1887, 1888, and 1889, in the North 
Pacific and Bering Sea. i first went out in 1885 in the schooner City 
of San Diego, chartered by myself and others, and my 
‘atch for that year was between 2,300 and 2,400 seals. ,.C'” of San Diego, 
Of that number about 1,900 were caught in the Bering 
Sea. There were but very few vessels sealing at that . Sealing in Bering 
time. In 1886 I was master of the schooner Terese, ~~ 
sailing from San Francisco on the 2d day of February, 
and commenced capturing seals on the coast of California, and fol- 
lowed them from that date north into the Bering Sea. We caught 
them from 5 to 60 miles off the coast. I entered the 
Bering Sea on the 6th day of June, 1886, and previous — weary” 
to that time had caught about 800 seals, Then [  P™tered Bering Sea. 


Terese, 1886. 


Sealing off coast. 
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sealed in the Bering Sea from that time to the 28th of August, caught 
about 2,200 more, the whole catch being 3,000 for the year. In 1887 I 
was master of the schooner Lottie Fairfield, sailing 
from San Francisco on or about the 17th day of March, 
RAD | and worked northward to the Bering Sea, and captured 
883 seals. I then entered the Bering Sea about the 6th 
of July, cruising there until the 29th day of August, and took 2,517 
seals more, the whole catch being 3,400 for the year. 
In 1888 I took the schooner Undaunted on a fishing and sealing voy- 
age, leaving here on or about the 20th of March, and cruised in the 
North Pacifie up to the island of Kodiak, capturing 400 
se taunted, 1888, seals up to the 7th day of June. Idid not enter the 
Bering Sea that year. I did the same in 1889, my trip 
being the same as in 1888, and my capture of seals was about the same. 
I then quit sealing, and I am now engaged in trading with the Gilbert 
and Marshallislands in the South Pacific Ocean. While master I was 
also engaged in shooting seals. Lused both a rifle and 
double-barreled shotgun; the rifle for shooting ‘travel- 
ers” and the shotgun for shooting sleeping seals. The City of San 
Diego had four boats. Each boat had a hunter and two men to pull. 
The Terese had five boats similarly equipped. The Lotte Fair- 
field han six boats similarily equipped. The Un- 
may ncty percent fe- daunted had four boats. In my captures off the coast 
between here and Sitka 90 per cent of my catch were fe- 
males, but off the coast of Unamack Pass there was a somewhat smaller 
percentage of females, and nearly all the females were cows heavy with 
pup, and, in some instances, the period of gestation 
was so near at hand that I have frequently taken the 
live pup from the mother’s womb. I have never known of any seals to 
haul up and breed between here and Unamack Pass. I have often fol- 
Do not haul up on lowed them very close in to the mainland, and have 
land. killed them sleeping on the water. 
From my experience and observation relative to the fur-seal, | am 
firmly of the opinion that it is a physical impossibility 
weeals not born in for the mother seal to give birth to her young in the 
water and preserve it; but that it is necessary for her 
to haul up on the land to give birth and rear her young. I have never 
known or heard of their giving birth to their young other than on their 
Land only on is. regular hauling grounds; and know of no instances 
lands. where male seals have hauled out on land on the west- 
ern coast except at the Pribilof Islands. I never paid any particular 
attention as to the exact number of or proportion of each sex killed in 
the Bering Sea, but I do know that the larger por- 
tapresnmt females tion of them were females, and were mothers giving 
milk. I have never hunted within 15 miles of the 
eee eo) niles” Prbilot Islands; but I have often killed seals in milk 
my at distances of not less than 100 to 200 miles from these 
islands. From my knowledge and experience in the business it is my 
conviction that within the last yew years, since the sealers have 
become so numerous in the Pacific and Bering Sea, 
that not more than one out of three is secured. Our 
purpose and practice was to take all the seals we could get, regardless 
of their age or sex, without any discrimination whatever. My expe- 
eee ., rience is that the seals have been decreasing in num- 
ndiscriminate kill- ‘ : ; ne 
ing. bers for the last six or seven years, and within the 
past two or three years very rapidly, owing to the in- 
discriminate killing of them by pelagic hunters and 


Lottie Fairfield,1887. 


Shooting seals. 


Females pregnant. 


Waste of life. 
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vessels engaged in that business in the waters of the North Pacifie and 
Bering Sea. 

If it be the desire of the Government to perpetuate them, it is very 
important that they be protected in te North Pacific, 
as well as in the Bering Sea, since it hes been my ob- SE eae Sg 
servation that the seals are easily alarmed, and the 
killing of them with firearms has a tendency to frighten the herd; nor 
do I think it possible to preserve the herd if the great slaughter of 
female seals is to be continued. I also believe that if 134 DR 
sealing is stopped in the Bering Sea only, such fact pScalins in North 
would tend to increase the price of sealskins, and there 
would be a much larger fleet fitted out for sealing in the Pacifie than 
now, which would destroy the herd and prevent it from going into the 
Bering Sea. This opinion is based on the well-known fact. that the 
value of sealskins is increased by the decrease in the number taken; 
and the higher the price of skins the gieater the inducement to fish- 
ermen to hunt them in the North Pacific, which would soon destroy the 
seal-fishing industry everywhere. 

MIcHAEL WHITE 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1st day of April, A. D. 1892 
[SEAL.| CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary. 


Deposition of Theodore T. Williams, journalist, sent out by lessees to inves: 
tigate pelagic sealing. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Theodore T. Williams, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am by 
profession a journalist, being at the present time em- 
ployed as city editor of the San Francisco Examiner, — Experience. 
and have been employed in that and similar capacities 
in the city of San Francisco for the past thirteen years. During that 
time, and in the pursuit of my profession as a journalist, I have had 
occasion to make extended inquiries into the fur-sealing industry of the 
Aleutian Islands and the North Pacifie. 

Tn addition to the information which I obtained for journalistic pur- 
poses, | was requested by the Alaska Commercial Company in 1889 to 
proceed to the north and make a complete and exhaustive examination 
into the open-sea sealing, its extent, its probable injury to the lessees 
of the sealing privileges on the Pribilof Islands, its effect on the seal 
herd, the profit to those engaged in it, and all other matters concern- 
ing it. 

The object of the inquiry on the part of the Alaska Commercial Com- 
pany, which company was at that time enjoying the 
lease of the Pribilof Islands from the United States 
Government, was to secure the data of illicit sealing, which they needed 
to base their "estimates on in bidding for the lease, at the time of the ex- 
piration of the privilege they then held. In order to make a safe bid, 
to be ina position to offer the largest amount overlapping other com- 
petitors for the privilege, and at the same time not to pay more for the 


Object of the inquiry. 
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privilege than it was worth, it was absolutely necessary for them to 
have the most accurate information relating to the probable destruction 
of the seal herd, and also relating to the probable size of the illicit catch 
in years to come. 

The necessity for knowing thoroughly what the seal catch was likely 

Tea Parr ere be arose “from the fact that illicit skins come into 
pete with ‘Alaska Competition with Pribilof Island skins in the London 
pa: market, and affect their value very greatly. While 
theisland skins are superior in quality and are of better average size and 

value, the effect of dumping 50,000 or.60,000 or more illicit skins on the 
market materially reduces the value of the Pribilof Island skin. It 
being the purpose of the Alaska Commercial Company to base their 
bid upon the information which I obtained for them, it was absolutely 
necessary for me to get accurate information. To the Alaska Commer- 
cial Company it made but little difference whether the expense of the 
investigation was small or great, but in a matter of such magnitude as 
a long lease of the Government sealing privileges in Alaska, an erro- 
neous estimate about the effect of pelagic competition, or the diminu- 
tion of the seal herd by pelagic sealing, would have the most serious 
consequences. 

Fully understanding the responsibility which I accepted in under- 
taking the inquiry, the investigation I made was most 
thorough and careful. In no case did I accept second- 
ary testimony where primary testimony was available; 
as, for instance, in finding the number of skins captured by vessels in 
for mer years, I ‘did not rest at an investigation of the custom-house re- 
ports of Victoria, but in nearly every case secured access to the books 
and accounts of the managing owners of the vessels, and in every in- 
stance went to the books and accounts of the purchasers of the skins, 
and again compared their reports when possible with the reports of 
the auction sales in London, and where private sales were made with 
them. 

In estimating the value of the vessels engaged in the sealing indus- 
try I pursued this plan. No one in British Columbia had any idea of 
what my real business there was, as I was careful to conceal that fact. 
I went to the builders of boats, to the owners of vessels, to the charter- 
ers of vessels, representing that I might be in need of such schooners 
as were engaged in the sealing trade, and received proffers of vessels 
at the selling values. I secured reports which Mr. Miln, the collector 
of the port of Victoria, had made to the Dominion Government, with 
the view for presentation with the British side of this question, and 
compared his reports with the cash value estimates of the owners of 
vessels and the offers of builders and others to furnish vessels. 

In trying to arrive at the cost of outfit and the profits of sealing 
voyages I looked through the accounts of nearly one hundred voyages 
of sealing schooners. 

In attempting to determine the sex of seals killed in the Bering Sea 
and the North Pacific, and of the number of seals killed in excess of 
those actually secured by the hunters, I had interviews with upwards 
of 50 seal hunters, aside from interviews subsequently had with In- 
dian hunters. I found this portion of my work by far the most. diffi- 
cult. Much discussion had already been had about the damaging effect 
of pelagic sealing, and the hunters were loath to tell how many seals 
were killed and not recovered, and were often averse to making truth- 
ful reports about the sex of the animals killed; but by frequenting 
their haunts and eultivating their company for Jong periods I sue- 
ceeded in getting accurate statements from a number of them. 


Sources of informa- 
tion obtained. 


tm mre Ay 
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I found that at first the hunters were disposed to brag of their skill 
and to overstimate their success in securing skins of seals shot at. The 
reason for that was that an impression prevailed among many of 
them that I was about to engage in sealing enterprises, and that I was 
making inquiries for the purpose of ascertaining their skill as hunters, 
with the view to engaging them. 

The practice in British Columbia is to pay the best hunters the high- 
est rate per skin. Men whocould shoot fairly well, but 
who used a shotgun, could be secured for a sealing 
voyage from $1 to $1.50 per skin, while hunters who shot with the rifle 
and were of recognized skill in some instances were paid as high as 
$2.50 per skin, and generally speaking as high as $2 per skin. The 
reason for this is obvious to those who have interested themselves in 
the sealing business. <A seal killed with buckshot is so much pune- 
tured frequently that the pelt is of lesser value. It is not profitable 
for schooners to engage as hunters men who miss their chances of 
killing the seals and blaze away indiscriminately with small results. 
Even though the hunter is only paid for the skin he recovers, the loss 
to the vessel by his failure to kill when an opportunity offers is equiva- 
lent to the profit it would have made on the skin if secured. For 
these reasons and on account of the general proneness of men, who 
consider themselves experts in the use of any weapon, 
to brag, the seal hunters of British Columbia, as a ,,{inters exaggerate 
class, erossly exaggerate the percentage of skins they 
recover, to the number of seals aimed at, wounded, or killed. 

I have heard men say that they killed "and recovered 90 per cent of 
all the seals they fired at, but on examination of the accounts of the 
schooners on which they had been employed previous voyages, I dis- 
covered that more then ten rounds of ammunition had been used for 
every skin that the vessel brought home. 

As a result of that investigation in the Bering Sea and North Pacific 
and the investigations made subsequently, [ discovered: 
First. That 95 per cent of all the seals killed in the 

Bering Sea are females. 

Second. That for every three sleeping seals killed or wounded in the 
water only one is recovered. 

Third. For every six traveling seals killed or wounded in the water 
only one is recovered. 

Fourth. That 95 per cent at least of all the female seals killed are 
either in pup or have left their newly-born pup on the islands, while 
they have gone out into the sea in search of food. 

The result is the same in either case. If the mother is killed the pup 
on shore will linger for a few days; some say as long as two or three 
weeks, but will inevitably die before winter. All of 
the schooners prefer to hunt around the banks where 4 oq eater 
the female seals are feeding to attempting to intercept 
the male seals on their way to and from the hauling grounds. 

Aside from the greater difficulty of killing and securing the skin of 
a traveling seal, and the larger proportion of loss to the schooner, dur- 
ing the greater part of the sealing season, and more particularly in the 
Bering Sea, there are few males to be found in the water. 

No other evidence of this is needed than the observation of the gen- 
tlemen who spend the season on the Pribilof Islands and who all 
agree in reporting that the male seals remain there,  4,,)., remain on is 
while the females, as soon as they are delivered of their lands during the sea- 
young, go forth in search of food. The male seal sel. Pe 


Pay of seal hunters. 
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dom sleeps in the water during the sealing season. When the north- 
ward migration begins in March, the male seals pursue their way with 
all diligence to the rookeries, and arrive there about thirty days ahead 
of the coming of the female seals. It must be plain from this, that the 

Why fewer males Opportunities for slaying male seals that are traveling 
are killed. rapidly through the water, must be far less than for 
kiJling female seals, who, making their way leisurely, feeding as they 
go, and resting frequently because they are heavy with pup, offer a far 
more extensive target to the rifle of the hunter. 

The Indians with whom I conversed in British Columbia, and who 
had had a varied and extensive experience of sealing, not only as seal 
hunters for schooners, but when outin search of food, all declared, that 
the male seal seldom eat and never slept while on his way to the rook- 
eries. They declared that as with the salmon when on its way to the 
spawning grounds, they had never found food in the stomach of the few 
male seals they had managed to capture. 

So far as I was able to learn, the terms “sleeper” and “traveler” as 
applied to seals, had their origin among the Indians. They declared, 
and in that they are borne out by all of the white hunters, that the seal, 
when it is desirous of resting in the water, inflates a bladder in its 
body, which keeps it afloat. Whether this be so or not, makes no 

Only sleeping seals Cifference, but the fact is, that almost the only way the 
killed'’by Indians. Indians have of killing sels is by paddling noiselessly 
up to the sleeping animal as it floats on the water,and spearing it. 

Many of the schooners employ Indian hunters, who work much 
cheaper than the whites, who only use the spear, and never attempt to 
kill a traveling seal. 

The reports of their catches show that all of their captures are 

females. It could not well be otherwise, for the male 

by tation. "seals, in making their way to the rookeries, take a more 

northerly course, and go with all speed, while the 

females move towards the mouth of the Columbia, and other large 

fishing banks, following the runs of fish, or idly waiting until nature 

tells them that the period of gestation is about ended, and they then 
make their way to the rookeries to be delivered of their pups. 

At the times when the male seals are on the reokeries, the large 

_ Catches are made. A traveling seal is alert, cautious, 
foul te ng pols BE quick of hearing, and easily disturbed. A sleeping seal 
is at the mercy of anyone. The large proportion of 
traveling seals shot at and lost is due to the timidity of the animal; 
in fact, all the hunters admit that when there is much shooting going 
on, the seals are very difficult to get. The loss of sleeping seals, which 
I estimate as two lost for one saved, is due to the fact that unless the 
bullet or shot kills the animal instantly, it will immediately dive, 
and it is not easy to kill a seal instantly. The head of the seal affords 
but a small mark. Even in the case of a sleeper, the motion of the 
water keeps it moving. The boat from which the hunter shoots is also 
moving, and while there are men, who, at a distance of 50 or 60 yards, 
can shoot a small object under such circumstances, they are extremely 
rare. They are famous as experts, and they are highly rewarded for 
their skill. Certainly not one in ten of all the seal hunters can truth- 
sid Sa ae fully assert, nor do they attempt to do so when ina 
killed instantly. confidential humor, that they kill 50 per cent of their 
seals dead. 

I wasinthe company of anumber of themin Victoria in 1889, and heard 

them talking among themselves of their prowess. Some put forward 
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claims, which the others derided. Any estimate in excess of the one 
T have already given called forth uncomplimentary remarks and charges 
of boastfulness. The disinclination of these men to state the absolute 
facts, and they alone know what the facts are, in relation to the num- 
ber of seals shot and lost, has been intensified lately by the feeling that 
it is necessary for them to make a good showing to back up the claim 
that pelagic sealing is not absolutely destructive of the seal herd. 

In considering the number of skins taken during the past it must be 
borne in mind that the schooners have frequently been seriously inter- 
fered with in their work by the cruisers of the United States Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Miln, surveyor of the port of Victoria, in his report to the Domin- 
ion Government, of which I was so fortunate as to se- 
curea copy, stated thatif notinterfered with by cruisers 4, ieee nae a 
a large-sized schooner would surely capture 3,000 skins not interfered with 
during the season in the Bering. Mr. Milw’s estimate PY 7™*ers 
in that respect, as in many other matters, [ found to be fair and honest. 

The destruction of seals in the North Pacific Ocean, as well as in the 
Bering Sea, is largely confined to females. This fact 5 vetion in B 
can not be disputed successfully. T made an examina- ing Sea largely! Gore 

nation of the reports of the gentlemen who handled {ed t females. 
the North Pacific collection, up to and including the year 1889, and all 
agreed that the skins were nearly all from females. 

It may not be out of place to explain that the smaller value of the 
female seal, especially after the birth of her pup, is in a measure due 
to the wearing of the fur around the teats. The amount of merchant- 
able fur being reduced to that extent, makes it necessary for the han- 
dlers of skins to observe carefully whether pelts are male or female, as 
well as their general condition. They make a complete classification, 
and being experts in their business, are not likely to make mistakes. 
The large proportion of females killed in the North Pacific is due to the 
fact, as I explained before, that the males pursue their way to the 
hauling grounds with dispatch, while the females are more leisurely in 
their movements and take frequent rests. 

L append, as a part of this affidavit, a copy of the report I made to 
the Alaska Commercial Company on this subject in x2 
1889, and which they used for the purpose hereinbefore ,,AM2nts report to 
set forth, and I desire to add that subsequent inquiry 
has proved that the statements and conclusions in the report I then 
made, were correct. It must be taken into consideration that the esti- 
mates of the profits of sealing voyages, and other matters contained in 
that report, were based upon the value of skins in that and former 
years. Subsequently skins have increased in value, and profits of 
large catches would therefore be proportionately greater, but the con- 
ditions of sealing have not changed since then, nor can they change, 
with the exception that the fleet of sailing vessels has largely increased, 
consequently the destruction of seals has been much greater in the last 
two years. 

There can be no question, that if the seals are not protected, and this 
tremendous slaughter that is now going cn in the sea is 
not immediately ‘stopped, there will be a total destruc- tee oe 
tion of the herd in a very short while. 

THEODORE T. WILLIAMS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of April, A. D. 1892, 
[SEAL] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 
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To the President of the Alaska Commercial Company : 


I have made a thorough and accurate examination of the seal-hunt- 
ing industry of British Columbia which is carried on in 
ea TeR OTE to Bering Sea, in accordance with the following instrue- 
tions received from your company: 

“ Exact account of British Columbia fur-seal industry, to go back as 
early as possible and show the area over which the 
seals were hunted before the existence of the Alaska 
Commercial Company (1570) and during the early years of the lease. 

‘Tt should show the development and expansion of the business, in ac- 
cordance with the enhanced value of skins, caused by the operation of 
the company. 

“ As exactly as possible it should give— 

“Statistics of yearly catch and prices obtained for same at British 
Columbia, number of vessels employed, their value and cost of outfit, 
and any other details of the business possible. 

“To be of value it should be accurate, and not merely approximate, as 
we desire to use the figures to base our estimate for bidding for re- 
newal of the sealing lease, an important factor, in which must neces- 

sarily be the probability of the continuance of illicit se: aling and its con- 
sequent depletion of the seal herd. ‘The profits to illicit sealers being 
greater or less, will, of course, increase or decrease their number. 

ee There should also be a car eful statement made and sworn to by com- 
petent men of the value of the vessels that have been seized and 
stranded at Unalaska or condemned elsewhere. All this should be 
prepared as honestly and correctly as possible, with no effort to mini- 
mize values, but only to state honestly, as near as may be, real values.” 


Scope of the report. 


STATISTICS OF YFARLY CATCH. 
1881. 


The first sealskins ever handled in British Columbia caught in the 

2 _. . Bering Sea were taken in 1881. Prior to that year no 

No sealing in Ber- : 5 Z ~ v3 
rag Sea before 1881. vessels sealed in the Bering. In 1881 the American 
schooner San Diego caught 195 seals in the Bering and 
sold the skins to T. Lubbe of Vie toria, British Colum. 
bia at $9.25 per skin. These skins were shipped to Lon- 
don, as are nearly all of the skins bought in Victoria, British Columbia, 
and the trade, therefore, brought no profit. to Canada, T. Lubbe being 
an American. I have, however, included the recor d of this and all 
other collections made by American ships in the Bering Sea when sold 
in British Columbia, because they all figure in the reports of the Vie- 
toria custom-house. In keeping the collection of the American and 
Canadian vessels from the Bering district, you can see at a glance the 
relative value of the Bering Sea collection to American and “Canadian 
sealers. 


San Diego, 1881. 


18Ss2. 


American schooner San Diego; Bering Sea collection, 327 seals, sold 
; to T. Lubbe at Victoria, British Columbia at $8 per 
San Diego, 1882. skin ? F 5) | 


1883. 


American schooner San Diego; Bering Sea collection, 908 skins; sold 
to T. Lubbe, Victoria, British Columbia, at $10 per 


San Diego, 1883. : 
Ritdae skin. 
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1884. 


Bering Sea collection, sold in Victoria, British Columbia; American 
schooner San Diego, 980. skins, at $8; American — .., nego, Otter, 
schooners Otter and Alexander landed in Victoria Brit- Alecander, and Mary 
ish Columbia, 1,700 skins to be reshipped to H. Liebes 2" !*5+- 

& Co., of San Francisco, owners of the two vessels; British schooner 
Mary "Ellen, 1,409 seals, "sold at $7.50 per skin. 

Thus it will be seen that the British Columbia seal industry in the 
Bering began in 1884, The Mary Ellen was owned by D. Me Le: an, was 
of 63 tons, had a crew of tw enty-one whites and was worth $6, 000, in- 
cluding her outfit. 


1885. 


Bering Sea collection: American schooner City of San Diego, 1 
skins, at $7.60; American schooner Vanderbilt, 1,244 
skins, ae $7.60; American schooner San Diego 026, ab ep oe See mee 
at $7 39 . American schooner Lookout, 1,100, at $7.50; Lookout, Favorite, and 
British schooner Favorite, 1,383, at $7. 60; British “7y en 1825: 


schooner Mary Ellen, 1,773, at $7.60. 


953 


188cG. 


Bering Sea collection: American schooner Anne, 182, at $5.50; Amer- 
ican schooner Therese (since sailed under British flag), 
2,000, at $6.50; American schooner Sylvia Handy, 1,700, 4 Han Cli 
at 86. 50; American schooner, City of San Diego, 1,600, San Diego, Helen 


at $6.50; American schooner Helen Blum, no record. gine anne n (er 
The British schooners, Onward, Caroline, and Thornton, 
were seized in the Bering with about 2,000 skins on board. 

The Caroline, though under the British fl: ag, was owned one-half by 
an American named Bechtel, who furnished also the money for the out- 
fit. Bechtel is interested also in the British schooners Mary Taylor, 
Pathfinder, and Viva. 

The ships were put under the British flag in defiance of the British 
merchant shipping act, which forbids any partnership 
or beneficial interest in any British ship by a foreigner, , Ty2nsfer of sealers 
To secure himself in case of trouble Bechtel has mort- trary to provisions of 

gages on the schooners. The Thornton was owned half Sinpingact 
by J. Boscowitz, an American, who owned and now owns 
all or part of every schooner registered under the British flag in the 

name of Captain Warren. This. fact came out a short time ago in a 
lawsuit in Victoria between Warren and Boscowitz. The books of the 
firm being produced, it was shown that Boscowitz not only owned and 
shared a half intere st, but had advanced moneys for Captain Warren’s 
share, on which he collected interest. LI append a duly certified copy 
of part of the evidence in the suit of Warren v. Boscowitz and. Cooper, 
copied from the archives of the court in Victoria and ftlly certified 
to by Harvey Coombe, esq., deputy registrar of the supreme court of 
British Columbia, over the great seal of the Dominion of Canada. 

Besides the 2,000 skins taken by the seized sealers, the collections in 
the Bering Sea by British schooners were: 

2716—VOL II 32 
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British schooner Dolphin, 2,200 at $7.00 
“ a Alfred Adams, ae iis 8 7.00 
6 é6 Active, 1.338% 7.00 
cc cc Black Diamond, 8287 Ft 7.00 
6 6 Pathfinder, 1,700 « 6.65 
s OU Sierra, L000 * 6.50 
J a Favorite, 3,492 4 6.50 
aS oe Anna Beek, Dial De jee 6.65 
ce Be W. P. Sayward, 1600) 0% 6.50 
ee Grace, Li00ey * 6.50 
“ * Mary Ellen, O00 eter 6.50 
es ne Penelope, LOA Be 5.50 
os ee Mountain Chief, G50)sares 6.50 


The principal reason for the fluctuation in prices this year and m 

other years was the disturbed condition of the London 

of Lonlon wiesé. ~Inarket, caused by reports of large collections, and so 

greatly did the catch of 25,000 skins affect the market 

that the skins sold for less in London than was paid for them in Victoria, 
British Columbia, entailing loss on the purchasers. 


SS 


The seizures in the Bering Sea in 1886 stopped the American sealers 
from fitting out in 1887, with the exception of two schooners commanded 
by British Columbians, who decided to take the risk. It was openly 
declared at Victoria that the United States Government would not go 
farther than remonstrate. 

The American boats that entered the Bering Sea were the City of San 
Diego, which made a catch of 1,187 seals, selling at $5.50, and the 
Vanderbilt, 1,349 skins, at $5.50. 

The catch by British sealers was: 


British schooner Mary Taylor, 1,000 at $6.00 
aah tia Penelope, De a 5.500 
BS ee Pathfinder, 2oll ss 6.00 
= ne Mary Ellen, rupees) ae 5.90 
ss . Black Diamond, SUNT) ce 0.90 
ag ne Mountain Chief, 624 «& 5.00 
os ee Favorite, ISSites ce 5.00 
at es Therese, 900.“ 5.50 
2 ce Kate, 1625 > sae 5.50 
# Triumph, 500 5.90 
ee ce Lottie Fairfield, RDU ace 5.50 


The Ada, Anna Beck, Dolphin, Grace, and W. P. Sayward were seized 
by the United States Government. 


1sss. 


Bering Sea collections, sold in Victoria in 1888: 


British schooner Juanita, 1,030 at $5.62$ 
. ee Mary Ellen, (00.45 5.624 
“ as Triumph, mp BD) ae 5,623 
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British schooner Annie C. Moore, 715 at = $5,625 
ef #e Black Diamond, WOomee 6 5.624 

ef Pathfinder, GOOe Dec 5.624 

6 66 Viva, 2,069 6 5.624 

os Ci Favorite, 2,349 8 & D.624 

sé ce Maggie Me, 1,42 a 5.624 

oi Mt Penelope, 1,054 5.624 

sf ef Mountain Chief, (ist le aa: 5.624 
xerman schooner! Adele, 450 — & 5.624 
American schooner Anne, 1,040 « 5.624 
66 Webster, a2 Oman ce 5.6245 

a Ue Olson, 500 = 5.624 

e ee Walter A. Rich, 400 5.624 

if ef Allie I. Alger, BO0 Gai * 5.625 

1889. 


Bering Sea collection, 1859, landed at Victoria, and all shipped to 
England and United States. 
So far the average selling price at Victoria has been $7.65, 


German schooner Adele, 1,600 
American schooner Allie I. Alger, 284 
oe a Newton, 239 
. 14 as J. G. Swan, 60 
e é Henry Dennis, 700 
British schooner = Pathfinder, 50 
oe Viva, 2,180 
He oY Annie C, Moore, 1,300 
“é “ Maggie Me, 1,290 
ce ob Sapphire, 1,629 
cs % W. P. Sayward, 1,600 
a oe Kate, 911 
ee ch Favorite, None 
ss ss Penelope, 1,850 
Oe ac Black Diamond, 5D 
$6 66 Lily, 74 
a a Ariel, 8354 
a: ee Minnie, 521 
a ef Beatrice, 700 
be =e Therese, None. 
ce ss Mary Ellen, None. 


The record of the collection as given above is from the custom-house 
at Victoria and verified by the principal purchasers. The price paid 
for skins came from the account books of the purchasers and were veri- 
fied by current price lists published in the London fur market. 


VICTORIA'S INVESTMENT. 
NUMBER OF SCHOONERS EMPLOYED SEALING IN THE BERING, AND THEIR VALUE, 


The second branch of my investigation was the 
number of vessels owned by Canadians engaged in 4,Vcss*ls and value 
sealing in the Bering Sea, their value, cost of outfit, ete. 

There are in the business: Twenty-four schooners. Total tonnage, 
1,464 tons. Total value, including outfits, $173,350. Whites employed, 
261. Indians employed, 385, 


a Took from Bering. 
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Of these twenty-four schooners sailing under the British flag, five 
are owned half by Americans. These five schooners illegally under 
the British flag are worth $36,500, leaving an actual Canadian invest- 
ment of $136,750. 


NO ACTUAL INVESTMENT. 


But there is really not one dollar actually invested 
in the Bering Sea sealing, and for these reasons: 

(1) All the schooners are engaged in other business, such as hunting 
and fishing down the west coast and in the North Pacific. 

(2) If the sealing business was stopped entirely the schooners would 
not depreciate a dollar in value. 

(5) The sealing business requires no special plant, weapons, or uten- 
sils. The schooners are common schooners, the boats common boats, 
and the guns common guns which will bring their value at any time 
for any other purpose. 

(4) Less than one-third of a sealing schooner’s cruise is in the Ber- 
ing. 


Reasons therefor. 


ESTIMATING VALUES. 


It is a simple task to arrive with exactitude at the value of the 

How estimate of SChooners and their outfits. They cost to build in 
value of vessels and British Columbia $80 per ton. In the United States 
outfits is arrived at. the cost is $100 per ton. The gross tonnage of the fleet 
being 1,464 at the American rate of $100 a ton it would represent 
$146,400, at the Canadian rate $117,120. 

This would be for the schooners as they are delivered new, with masts, 
sails, anchors, and fittings. 

‘Some of the sealing schooners are fine, new boats, others are very old. 
The Mary Taylor and Mary Ellen have both seen thirty-five years of 
buffeting about the stormy ocean, while the Lilly has been forty-six 
years afloat. The Black Diamond is really unfit for sea, and the Juanita 
was driven out of the coast trade as unsafe and past repair. This was 
the fate of the Wanderer also. The Letitia I saw lying in the Victoria 
bone-yard being broken up, and the Mountain Chief is ready for the 
same fate. 

In order to get an exact valuation, I procured, when possible, the 
record of the latest sale of the vessel, and in other cases employed an 
expert shipbuilder or took the valuations of the underwriter’s expert, 
not on the amount for which the vessel was insured, but his estimate of 
what it would cost to replace her. 

In every case the value I have given, except in case of actual sale, is 
rather more than the vessel would sell for in an ordinary bargain. 

In the course of my investigation as to the value of the trade to Can- 
ada, [ secured a copy of a report made for the Dominion Government 
by A. R. Miln, esq., surveyor of the port of Victoria. While Mr. Miln 
is naturally prejudiced somewhat in favor of his Canadian friends in 

Estimate by A.R, Preparing a report which will be made the basis of their 
Milu, surveyor of port Claim on the United States Government, he is clearly 
CRED One: an honest official and has done his work generally cor- 
rect. His estimate of the total value of the Victoria sealing fleet is 
$200,500, or $27,150 in excess of my valuations. As his figures are 
certain to be the ones adopted by the Canadian Government, I took 
special pains to correct my valuations thoroughly when they differed 
from his. I found that in many cases he had taken the owner’s valua 
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tion, which was far in excess of the real value. I append the real value 
as compared with Mr. Miln’s estimates, and also a copy of Miln’s re- 
port made August 17, 1889, sworn to before A. L. Belyea, esq.. Vic- 
toria, British Columbia, and forwarded to the governor- general of Can- 
ada. ; 

As a Sealing schooner is only engaged one-third of her time in the 
Bering, the other two-thirds being spent in the west coast sealing, fish- 
ing, otter hunting, or some other ‘business, only one-third of the fleet’s 

value can properly be said to be invested in the Bering sealing busi- 
ness. The actual cash investment of all the Canadas in this traffie is 
therefore one-third of $136,750, or the insignificant sum of $45,585.33, 
and even that would not be lost if the traffic were stopped, 


OUTFIT, ADVANCES, ETC. 


Both Miln’s valuations and my own include the cost of the sealing 
outfit. The value of an outfit for sealing depends upon 
the size of the schooner, the number of. men and boats 
she carries, and whether or not they are Indians. As you will see by 
one of the tables appended, there were this year 383 Indians and 261 
white men employ ed on sealing schooners fitted out in Victoria, and 
where white men are employ ed, the schooner carries boats of American 
make, has her hunters armed with rifles and shotguns, and carries all 
told a crew of 4 men to each hunting boat. The men are engaged in 
this way: The hunter who shoots the seal has two men in his boat to 
row him, making 3 men actually in the boat, and a few hands are lett 
on board the schooner to handle her. Thus, a Schooner having a crew 
of 20 men all told, would have 5 boats and 5 hunters. The cost of the 
outfit is, for such a scliooner: 


Cost of outfit. 


Five boats costing in San Francisco, where they are all built, $100 each. ____. $500 
BivewVarhiniog rifles; ati Poo ects nee eee os cee see eese eth ess Se 175 
iv ershour uns sat: Poy aoe. sso eee ine See ae ee he loinc ee paket Delia Say 175 
STOLE SUT gM UN Bis oye fi ch oiataie sha crepe Re eee rats Sere bees sey a ee Ey 70 
RS colGprONes Seales Kalil) Sis 00 Sore, © ofc 0h ae eR eee ae fe eee gt oe Se ey ey HLS 200 
Five thousand rounds ammunition for guns and rifles......2.2-. 22.222... 125 
Provisions for twenty men four months, at $8 per head per month.........._. 640 
Penmamce one-thinrdoL year: Jes 845s eee. Use aoa et Gs kt 175 

2, 060 


EXPENSES OF A TRIP. 


The expenses of a sealing trip in the Bering are, for 


‘ Rie NenReo Otaate 
a four months’ cruise: eda ape aa 


aban UAC CS as BNO asia). Setar.) s Sep s Seo isis eS Ota ja Bees 3225 chet $400 
Ten seamen, at $35 per month.-.. --- SS de Gens Peou Qo eens CASE OO en Stee e BE eee ee 1, 400 © 

Five ordinary seamen or boys, at $20 per month....................-....---.. 400 

Paid to hunters, at $2 per skin, 1,600 an actual average -..-............. 2.2... 3, 200 

5, 400 

PotaWe SPensen tmOkOU Mires ente ee aioe Coe coe cee tn we ee. keh 7, 460 


As the hunters are paid by the skin, the expenses would be more if 
the catch was larger. The expense of a six-boat schooner would be 
proportionately gre eater as it would be if the cruise was made longer. 
Miln’s estimate in his report to the governor-general of Canada, is 
based on a longer cruise in a large schooner, and is no doubt a fair 
estimate. 

Still the actual expenses of a schooner can not be figured accurately 
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except by the owner, who charges every item of expense against hei as 
it is paid out, and the figures 1 have given only serve as an approxi- 
mate guide to the average profits of a sealing trip. According to Mr. 
Miln’s estimate, a big schooner catching 2 000. “seals (an observedly high 
estimate) would make a profit of $4, 440 on her trip, if the skins sold for 
$7.50 each, and he adds that she could catch 3,000 skins if undisturbed 
by a United States Revenue cruiser, and if she could, two things would 
happen. Skins would drop to next to nothing in value and there would 
be no seals next year. 
There are 24 Victorian schooners in the trade and 32 San Francisco 
- and Puget Sound schooners, making a total of 56 schoon- 
otal number of : AS , 
Canadian and Ameri- ers. At the rate of 3,000 skins to the schooner, they 
can vessels in fleet. wound, if undisturbed, take 168,000 skins. As the seals 
they kill in the Bering are nearly all females either in youngor having 
Tae en a Uke 2 ULSD pupped, the loss of seal life would be 336,000. To 
tion ofseallifeby said this must be added 168,000 killed and wounded seal 
fleet, ifunrestrieted. and their pups not caught, making a total of 672,000 
seal killed with the present fleet. 


COST OF INDIAN OUTFIT. 


Where Indians are employed as hunters, the expense of the outfit and 
voyage is much less. The Indians hunt from their 
own skin canoes, kill with spears instead of fireamms, 
so that other seals are not frightened away, and feed themselves on s val 
blubber. They are paid $1.50 per skin and seal with two men to ake 
canoe, one to spear and one to paddle. The cost of an outfit for a 
schooner meager ety Indians, which is a common number, is fifteen 
skin canoes at $20, $300. 

The expense a "ihe voyage is for the wages and board of a white 
captain and four sailors, salt for seal skins and a little tea and crackers 
for the Indians. 

Indian sealing being so much cheaper and more profitable all the 
schooners would engage Indians were it not for the fact that these 

Siwash are an extremely troublesome race and require 
prefered. erent the utmost tact and skill to manage. Only a few eap- 

tains can handle them to advantage and they are mostly 
captains who have Siwash blood in their veins. 


Cost of Indian outfit. 


LOSING WOUNDED SEALS. 


The statement I made that the capture of 168,000 skins meant the 
death of 720,000 seals, needs some element The 
sealing fleet begins work in the Bering Sea about June 
and is all back home by the end of September. During this period 
there are but few seals in the waters of Bering Sea, except females. 
The male seals are all at the breeding islands, either guarding their 

Sa nettconiok teeals harems or waiting the coming of the females. Ninety- 
killed in Bering Sea five per cent of all the seals killed during summer and 
Jemales: autumn in the Bering are females. 

Thomas Mowat, esq., inspector of fisheries for British Columbia, in 
his report to the governor-general of Canada, says that only 1 per 
cent of the Bering collection are pups. 

The female seals killed in the Bering are either on their way to give 
birth to their young or have left their pup on the islands, and, guided 


Waste of life. 
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by that instinct given by nature to all mothers, have 
gone forth to sear rch for food to sustain the life of the 
little one. In either case the death of the mother means the death of 
the young. 

In the list of skins offered for sale in the London market there appears 
the classification “black pups.” These are the skins 
of unborn seals torn from the wombs of their dead 
mother. It is not a pleasant picture, but it can not be avoided. 

The soft-eyed seal mother, making ‘her rapid way through the Bering 
Sea to reach the islands in time to bri ing forth her young for she knows 
that the time of gestation is nearly at an end, with every instinct of her 
nature concentrated in the thought of her expected delivery, in that 
condition, of all others, most de manding the consideration of brutes, let 
alone of men, is slain by the ruthless seal hunters and her pup drag: ged 
moist from the womb that his skin may figure among the proce eds of 
the sealer’s trip. There is something so revolting, s so hideous in this 
slaughter that even the sealers themselves do not care to talk about it. 

So, too, is revolting the slaughter of the female seal that has given 
birth to her pup and gone out ‘into the sea to find food to sustain the 
lives of both of them. She leaves her pup on shore, a helpless, tiny 
thing, soft and pulpy, and only able to wriggle and bark. Nature has 
taught her to recognize it among hundredsiof. thousands by its plaintive 
bleat, and the eagerness with which she rushes to its side when she 
comes ashore shows how much she loves to fondle and care for it. If 
the mother is killed the pup will linger on for a time, ate 4 
only to die of starvation in the end, or, because of venice Det Dupe 
ness, be dashed to pieces in the first storm. Thousands of these orphan 
pups are found along the coast after a severe storm, dead, because they 
had not sufficient strength to existin their natural element. Had their 
mothers been spared till it was time for the pups to take to the water 
and live on fish of their own catching, no storm that ever raged in the 
Arctic Ocean could disturb them. The seal pup can live a long time 
without food, which is a wise provision of nature, because the mother often 
has to go a very long distance to fish, but after ‘a few days, if the mother 
does not return, the pup’s vitality becomes exhausted and it dies. 


Females feeding. 


“Black pup” skins 


WHAT HUNTERS LOSE. 


In attempting to ascertain exactly the number of seals killed and 
lost by the Bering Sea hunters, I found a wide diver- 
gence of stateme nt. 

It is greatly to the advantage of the seal hunter to have the reputa- 
tion of losing but few seals. He i is paid by the skin, and the more he 

‘atches the greater his remuner ‘ation, but that is not all. The hunter 
with the best reputation as a sure cate her is in the greatest demand, 
‘an secure employment in the best schooner and the largest sum of 
advance money. Besides self-interest, there comes vanity to urge the 
hunter to make the biggest reputation possible for himself. 

To use a common expression, the seal hunters all brag about their 
sureness of aim. The best shots use a rifle and fire at 
a range of from 50 to 125 yards. The poorer shots de- ,-) ty mumyrts boast 
pend on a shotgun loaded with buckshot, and will fire 
at a seal up to 50 yards away. The Indian hunters use spears, and 
paddle noiselessly up to the sleeping seal to plunge the spear in its 
Shoulder. They never attempt to spear a seal that is awake. An In- 
dian hunter will paddle in among a lot of ‘sleepers ” and spear them, 


What hunters lose, 
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one after the other, while a white hunter who uses firearms alarms 
every seal in the neighborhood at the first discharge. 

The Indians lose about one-third of all they spear either from failure 
to kill when they strike or because the dead seal sinks 
too quickly for them to secure it. 

The white hunters do not get one-half of all they shoot. Some hunt- 

ers are very careful shots and will not fire unless the 
ngsses. by white seal is well within range, but the seal is likely to sink 

before the boat can get to it, or, if wounded, will dive 
like a flash to get away. A number “of hunters have boasted that they 
secure ninety-five seals for one hundred shots, and some have made affi- 
davits of even more wonderful exploits. They presume too much on 
public ignorance and credulity. 

Only the head of a seal appears for them to aimat. They are shoot- 
ing at a moving object from a moving boat, and it is 
absurd to pretend that 95 per cent of their shots are 
fatal, and that all the seals they kill are picked up 
before sinking. It is as absurd as though a hunter on land should 
boast of killing 95 per cent of all the birds he aimed at. There are a 
few good seal hunters whose loss does not exceed 25 per cent, but they 
are as well known in the North as champion baseball players in Amer- 
ica, and form but a small proportion of the 200 seal hunters who signed 
for the trip this year. 

Fortunately it is not necessary to depend on the statements of the 
seal hunters. I secured access to the ship accounts of 
several sealers, and found that in every case the con- 
sumption of ammunition showed more than ten car- 
tridges used for every sealskin captured. 

I spent considerable time among the Siwash Indian sealers, and, while 
they brag of their individual prowess, they admitted a loss of 30 per 
cent at least. On this subject [ append a statement made by Captain 
Olsen, of the sealing bark Lessie Ruter, of Victoria: 

Captain Olsen, of the American schooner Bare Ruter, of Astoria, 

reached Victoria September 27, 1889. In the office ot 
ee ement by Olsen, the American consul, Col. R. ee he said: “I took 
es a iesi ct 550 skins in the Bering. Of these 27 were pups, 520 
vos females, and 3 male seals, which I killed off the island of 
Kodiak. Most of the female seals were with young. I had a green crew 
and green hunters. They used shotguns and sometimes the rifle. They 
got about 1 seal for every 3 they aimed at. Some they missed alto- 
gether, and some of the wounded ones got away. There is great risk 
of losing a traveling seal. The sleeping seal blow up an air bladder that 
keeps them from sinking, but the seal when awake sink easily. Hooks 
are used to grapple them, but if the boat is some distance from the seal 
when it is killed it does not often getit. For that reason rifle shooting 
at long range hardly pays. I will get about $7.75 for some of my skins 
and $8 for others. My voyage will pay because Tran the boat on the 
cheap. I only had two men to the boat, and only paid my hunters $1 
a Skin, instead of $2, which is paid to first-class hunters. Some very 
skillful hunters do not lose many skins. They will never fire unless a 
seal is at close range, and they generally kill. Of course they lose some 
from sinking. All the hunters brag about how few they lose, because 
they want the reputation of being ¢ good hunters. The better reputation 
they have the better chance they ¢ get. 

“Tf the Bering Sea was open many new men would come into the 

business, and the loss would be greater. Only a few men make sue- 


Losses by Indians. 


Difficult to strike a 
seal with a bullet. 


Waste of ammuni- 
tion a test of skill. 
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cessful hunters. It is like being a clever rifle shot. If the best hunt- 
ers lose ten or fifteen in a hundred the other kind lose ten times as 
many, if not more. Green hands will throw away a lot of ammunition, 
shooting at everything they see, whether it is in range or not. You 
can not stop them. They will wound more than they kill, If the 
mother of a young seal is killed the pup is very likely 
to die. It will be so weak that the first storm will 
dash it ashore and kill it, or it may die of starvation. I have seen 
pups hardly larger than a rat from lack of nourishment. A starved 
or neglected orphan pup is nearly sure to die. At one storm the na- 
tives ‘found over three hundred pups washed ashore in a little cove, and. 
the water around was full of dead pups. It is certain that nearly all 
the dead pups were orphans. The female seal when 
suckling her young has to go out into the ocean in 
search of food, and it is those females, or females on the way to the 
breeding grounds to give birth to the young , that we kill in the Bering 
Sea. We find some barren female seals female seals too old to breed, 
or that for some reason have not bred. I have often wondered that 
there are not more barren seals. The males on the islands will secure 
twenty or twenty-five females, and the male being constantly engaged 
in fighting, it is likely that many of the females are neglected. A 
young seal does not take to the water naturally. He 
has to be taught to swim. The hair seal will pup any- ,,FUPs 2°b amphib 
where, and the pups will go right into the water, but 
the fur seals are forced to go ashore to bring forth their young and 
forced to leave their young on land, while they go into the water to 
feed and bathe. I suppose that if ev eryone could kill seal in the Ber- 
ing in a few years the seals would all be dead except the males, and in 
time the seals would be exterminated.” 


Dead pups. 


Females feeding. 


VALUE OF SEIZED VESSELS. 


In ascertaining the value of the vessels that have been seized by the 
United States Government for illegal sealing in the ; 
Bering Sea I got the record of actual sales in every ,,V2Ue of seized ves- 
case where the vessel had changed hands during the 
past six years. Many of the schooners were bought by their last own- 
ers at private sale, but others had been sold at “auction. The seized 
schooners belonging to Boscowitz and Warren were all sold at auction 
in the year 1885 and were bought in by a party in the interest of Bos- 
cowitz for $1 each above the lien on them. No one bid higher than 
that, for the excellent reason that the lien represented in every case 
the fuil value of the boat and outfit, and was given by Warren, in whose 
name the boats stood, to secure Boscowitz, who, being an Americ an, 
could not legally own an interest in boats sailing under the British 
flag. Lappend a certified copy of the sale of these vessels at public 
auction in Victoria in 1885, 

T. T. WILLIAMS. 

Victoria, B. C., October 1, 1889. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
State of California, City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

I, Clement Bennett, a notary public in and for said city and county, 
residing therein, duly commissioned and sworn, do certify that on this 
4th day of April, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and ninety-two, I 
carefully compared the foregoing copy of a report of T. T. Williams 
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with the original thereof, now in the possession of the Alaska Commer- 
cial Company of San Francisco, California, and that the same is a full, 
true, and correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of said original 
report. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my offi- 
cial seal at my office, in the city and county of San Francisco, State of 
California, this 4th day of April, A. D. 1892. 

[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public, 


Deposition of John Woodruff, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

John Woodruff, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: T am 21 
years of age. My oce upation is that of a boatman. I 
live in San Francisco. [went on a sealing voyage last 

Southerland, 1991. year in the schooner OTE AE We left San Fran- 

cisco in March, sealing all the way along the coast. We 
put in at Sand Point, staying fiers a week, and then 

Entered BeringSea. went into the Bering Sea. We were in there about a 

Grderedoat: week and a half, aid were ordered out by the Revenue 

Cutter Rush. We caught afew seals in there. When 
we first went in there we did not see many, but after we were in there 
a while we saw plenty of them that had large breasts that were full of 

Precnant females Wilk, and our catch were most all females; the average 
taken 150 miles from WOUId be about one male to ten females, and we killed 
Ee cows in milk 150 miles from the seal islands. A green 

WWiasteon titan hunter would get one out of every five or six that he 

Shot or killed, and an experienced hunter might kill 
three or four and get one. A great many that we shoot sink. 

After we left the Bering Sea we hove to outside of Unamak Pass, 
staid there about three day s, and started home, killing a few young 
pups on the way down. Our entire catch for that trip We s between 
368 and 378 seals. We landed most of them at Sand Paine The 
eatch we made from there to San Francisco we landed here. I saw ¢ 
good many vessels going into the Bering Sea. There was also quite 
a number of vessels at Sand Point. Some of the vessels go through 
Unamak Pass and some go through the Four Mountain Pass. That 

ne —. was the only voyage I made. The seals are getting 

Inexperienced seal- 1 
ers. wild and hard to catch. There are a ereat many green 

hands in the business. We shot at ev erything that 
came along. We were getting 50 cents for every skin obtained. Our 
boats went 30 and 40 miles from the schooner. Sometimes they would 
leave in the morning at 5 and not return until next day at 4 or 5 in the 
evening. 


Experience. 


JOHN WOODRUFF. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of April, A. D, 1892. 
[SEAL. | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of George Zammitt, sealer. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss : 

George Zammitt, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: T am 
31 years of age. I reside in San Francisco. Lama 
machinist by occupation. I made a sealing voyage on HxpeHeDe: 
the schooner Seventy-six about eight years ago. Cap- — Seventy-six, 1880. 
tain Potts was master of her. We did not hunt at all 
going up the coast. We left here and went direct to Entered Bering Sea. 
the Bering Sea. We went over to the Copper Islands, _ went to Copper 
on the Russian side, but were driven away, and we lands. 

came back towards the St. Paul and St. George Islands _ Driven away by 
and caught about 200 seals. We were driven awayar coo: 
from there, and then the vessel returned to Victoria, Caught 200 seals. 
British Columbia, and I left the vessel there. We only 
used rifles. We shot mostly females. I was boat- 4, aiscriminate kill. 
puller and did other work also. During the voyage we ing. 
lost the mate, who was washed overboard, and we also 
lost two boats at the same time in a storm. We sailed 
from this city. We fired at all the seals we could, regardless of their 
sex. We got one out of every six or seven we shot at or killed. 

GEORGE ZAMMITT. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Shot mostly females. 


Waste of life. 


TESTIMONY RELATING TO THE GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUS- 
TRY IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Deposition of George Bantle, packer and sorter of raw fur skins. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

George Bantle, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: My age 
is 53. J reside in San Francisco. I am a packer and sorter of raw fur 
skins, and have been engaged in that occupation for 
the last twenty years. My calling has made me a 
judge of raw seal skins, as I have handled in the last ten or twelve years 
from 10,000 to 15,000 annually. 

I can ‘tell by examining a skin whether it was caught in season or out 
of season, and whether it was caught on the Russian side or on the 

Difference between AMerican side. A Russian skin is generally coarser, 
Russian and Ameri- and the under wool is generally darker and coarser than 
oy the skins of the seals caught on the American side. A 
Russian skin does not make as fine a skin as the skins of the seals 
caught on the American side, and are not worth as much in the market. 
I can easily distinguish one from the other. 

Ditlerence between | Gan also tell by examining a skin whether it has 
ca es: been taken from a female or male. 

T have examined and sorted a great many thousand skins taken from 
sealing se hooners, and have observed that they are 
nearly all females, a few being old bulls and yearlings. 

A female seal has a smaller head, and a larger belly, when with 
young, than a male seal, and the fur on the belly ‘part, where the teats 
are, in consequence of being worn, is not worth much, and has to be 
cut off after being dyed. 


Experience. 


Nearly all female. 


G. BANTLE. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of C. Francis Bates, member of the firm of Martin Bates, jr., 
& Co. , furriers. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 
C. Francis Bates, being duly sworn, says: Tama member of the firm 
of Martin Bates, jr., & Co.. ., and aim the person described in and who veri- 
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fied an affidavit on the 22d day of June, 1892, relating to the value of 
the industry of manufacturing seal-skin artic les i in the United States, 
and other matters. 

I have signed the firm name to the statement hereto annexed, which 
has been prepared from a careful examination of the firm books, and L 
know it to be true in all respects. The seal skins therein  _ 

, : Ne Northwest coast 
referred to were all purchased at Victoria, British skins purenased by 
Columbia, and are of the class commonly known as {2 at Victoria from 
northwest coast skins, ¢@. e., skins from animals which ae 
were caught in the Pacific Ocean or in the waters of Bering Sea. The 
statement represents all of the skins of this class which were purchased 
by my firm between the years 1880 and 1890, inclusive, together with 
the full prices paid for them. I believe these prices to represent the 
average value of northwest coast skins at Victoria during these years, 
except that the price paid for the small lot purchased in 1890 is, as I 
am informed, below the average for that year. I find, however, upon 
referring to my books, that this lot was composed of sinall skins, some 
of them i in poor condition. 

During the year 1891 we purchased no northwest coast skins, and I 
am therefore unable to state, of my own knowledge, 
their value in that year, but T understand that in the Fan sae epit aee 
fall of 1890 and in 1891 it was very much higher than — Diminished catch 
in any previous year, owing entirely to the diminished 0m fribilet Islands in 
catch of sealskins upon the Pribilof Islands by the 
lessees of the Government during those years. 

C. FRANCIS BATES. 

Sworn to before me this 22d day of June, 1892. 

[SEAL.] GuorGn KissENGE R, Jr., 

Notary Public (No. 99) City and County of New York. 


Statement by Martin Bates jr. § Co., of New York. 


Eneonne: 
of seal 
skins | Average r 
Year. pur- price Total 
chased | per skin. Beee 
in Vic- 
toria. 
Ee aS eas ene ME OOS AEL CASSIS te arenes Hse ais nice ane sere ee 4, 355 $11.10 | $48, 342. 50 
NSB terereic ate cist mia lciaiaieraletaveinls Si ainloee sim Sie eicislere eye Sec eitecaide dias w wieine bLmalasiece 5, 303 9. 35 49, 578. 28 
MRO eeeaeice ae eee eee eninicicoece sae eee eee eSesscmeeee Pac Ste rth: 8, 780 5. 80 50, 907. 87 
EES SE Ba SE SSG CO 6 Ee Ee So Re en i ee 6, 893 5. 90 40, 700. 10 
AOA mere ieee eres en ee oes aa on a kee setae: Jona c(sivade aan eben 11, 527 5. 38 62, 052. 26 
DS teeta eer tefoteie eestor eas ce oiae wien Ae cope eR ea tae a dinnet ceeaes 13, 486 5.27 70, 867. 90 
WSS Giese a mciat = eters ete ee arene ase ema wow eee ee de Leathe acewe ceeelene 16, 797 4.89 82, 211. 64 
Wile aes OCR SDE CO SUC Se Ba S ECE RC ORS ote SSS et as Se aCrEee Se ae eee 2,996 4. 72 14, 141. 75 
ESB eee epee ys roe aie hee eee ties is asian nae De eiinicwiats Soh a ne ae ee arare crore ees sient 3, 805 4.35 16, 535. 60 
SSS renee Sateen era tel ee neta eines Sicin a, Aavareya Sistas ee oaiale erenae OTA oC ie amen ais 506 5.74 2, 906. 90 
ESO Pereteraye et eetmerateteretene selee mista ae ieeisioraie cijsaie tain steers ce sactiewisogs(s © 369 5. 70 1, 735. 00 
otal meee stealaystoarn oe aa(aoe trae Ao sic ee isda desea h lancet 74, 767 Saecasosce 439, 979. 80 


Deposition of Max Heilbronner, Secretary of the Alaska Commercial 
Company of San Francisco. 
SEALSKINS PURCHASED BY ALASKA COMMERCIAL CO. 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 
Max Heilbronner, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 


the secretary ot the Alaska Commercial Company of San Francisco, and 
as such have custody of all accounts of said company. 
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sigtement. of skins The following tabulated statement prepared by me 
vanyfrom1s7itolsd1. from those accounts shows the fur-seal skins pur- 

chased and shipped to the company by its agents at 
Kadiak and Unalaska and from miscellaneous sources from 1871 to 
1891, inclusive: 


Date. Unalaska. Kadiak. nee | Total. | Date. Unalaska. Kadiak. Paani te Total. 
| 
516 516 || 1883 1,546 | 
700 | eels 03 2,183 
444 | 2, 349 1, 389 
1, 223 1, 223 2, 821 
356 856 4, 687 
562 | 562 | 1, 757 
2, 500 2, 500 3, 046 
2,001 2-019 5| 1890) eee 2, 679 
1, 207 Desa telletsol ene eee 2,925 
930 941 —— 
820 939 Mo tals| Betas ae 
1, 030 1, 159 | 


The district covered by the company’s agency at Unalaska embraces 
the stations at Unga, Bolkoffski, Sannak, Akoutan, 
Districtscovered by Moshrovia, Umnak, Atka, and one or two smaller 
company’s agencies at 4 : canes! : : : a 
Unalaskaand Kadiak. posts. I am credibly informed by those cognizant of 
the business and believe that a large majority of the 
skins from this agency were captured in the North Pacific. The dis- 
trict embraced by the Kadiak Ageney includes the stations at upper 
and lower Kenai, Prince William Sound, and several trading posts 
on Kadiak Island, and without doubt all the skins from this agency 
were caught in the North Pacific. A large majority of all the skins 
from both places were pups a few months old. The 
skins under the head of miscellaneous were bought 
from different vessels which brought them to San 
Francisco. I think they were all or nearly all caught in the North 
Pacific. 


Majority of skins 
those of pups. 


MAx HEILBRONNER. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 2d day of May, A. D., 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of George Liebes, furrier, of San Francisco. 
PELAGIC CATCH. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

George Liebes, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: My age 
is 25. [reside in San Francisco. Iam a furrier and dealer in dressed 
and raw furs by occupation. I have been engaged in 
that business for the last six years. Ihave been going 
to Victoria for the last two years for the purpose of buying both land 
and sea furs. In 1890 I examined 14,000 fur-seal skins that were 
brought down on a tender from Sand Point, Alaska. That was the 
entire catch of the Victoria sealing fleet up to that time, the middle of 
June. It was transferred at Sand Point so that the schooners which 
had the catch on board could enter the Bering Sea clear of all skins, 
in case they might be overtaken and searched by revenue cut- 


Experience. 
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ters. The proportion of females in this lot was 

over 90 per cent. It was very ‘easy to distinguish ,°0 Pet cent females 
the males from the females on account of the forma- sis eat 
tion of their heads, the belly being swollen out of shape, the teats 
showing signs of development, and also showing that the seal had 
been full of young and had evidently been cut open and the 
young removed, There were also some black pups among the lot, 
which are the skins of unborn seals and have no commercial ralue. 

I am informed and believe that the reason of there ; 
being such a large proportion of females among the See a ottentates 
coast skins is because the male, which is powerful and. 
strong, usually swims more rapidly and at a longer distance from the 
coast, and are so scattered and active and hard ‘to catch that it does 
not pay to hunt them. The female heavy with young easily tires, and 
sleeps on the water, and is easily shot while in that condition. 

I also examined a portion of the catch brought to Victoria in 1891, 
and the same conditions as to females existed as in the — Larger proportion 
previous year, except that there was a larger propor- ot yearling skins in 
tion of yearling skins among them. leans 

I have also examined skins taken by hunters from the Bering Sea, 
and there is even a greater proportion of females than Eee eptopontion 
among those taken on the coast. It is easier to distin- of females among Ber- 
guish the females in the Bering Sea skins, for the teats at canner 
are fully developed from the seals suckling their young 
and they are caught while in the sea searching for food. 
The fur on the belly of these female seals is very poor and thin, owing 
to the swelling and fever in the teats, caused by suckling. Oftentimes 
female skins are found with big bare spots round the teats, due to the 
same cause. 

I have made it my business to find out what proportion of skins of 
seals killed are really brought into the market, and from the information 
which I obtained from the sealers, hunters, and those. o., secured 
owning the skins, I learned that on an average only out of six killed. 
about one out of six killed was secured, varying with 
the expertness of the hunter. 

In former times the seals were shot with rifles, and only had one small 
hole through which the bullet entered. Now shotguns 
are used, and the skins are fr equently so per rforated that 
they look more like a sieve than a skin, which reduces their commercial 
value over 50 per cent. : 

In the pursuit of my business I have had an opportunity to buy and 
examine fur-seals taken from the Commander Islands, 
and can readily distinguish them from the northwest  , Commander Islands 
coast catch and those taken from the Pribilof Islands. that of the northwest 
They are evidently a distinct and separate herd, as the foajt and Pribilof Ts- 
foundation of the fur is much coarser, and at the same 
time does not cover the belly as thickly as on the Alaska seal and is 
of very much less value. The proof of this is that the Commander 
Island skins bring 30 per cent less in the market than the Alaska skins. 
From my knowledge and experience in the purchase and handling of 
fur-seal skins, I know that the skins taken from seals | 
along the coast and those taken from the Pribilof Is- 4,Co*ts Ralf is 
lands belong to the same herd. In buying the skins lands belong to same 
taken from seals caught by hunters in the Bering Sea, ™"" 
the price is usually made for the lot as it runs without any limitation 


Females feeding. 


Perforated skins. 
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as to yearlings, the yearlings not averaging more than 
Prices paid for skins. 2 per cent, whereas the coast skins are “always bought 
Proportion of year- : ie : = - ee = 
lings. with a limitation as to yearlings, one price being made 
for the skins and the other for the yearlings. In these 
lots the yearlings usually average 10 per cent. 
Samples of dressed | herewith attach samples of dressed and dyed fur- 
and dyed skins. : ee 7 ae p 
seal skins of the Alaska seals, labeled as follows: 
Exhibit No. 1, showing the teats on the belly of a virgin female. 
Exhibit No. 2, showing the teats on a cow heavy with pup. 
Exhibit No. 3, showing teats on a cow suckling pups. 
Exhibit No. 4, showing teats on a bachelor seal. 
Exhibit No. 5, showing the teats on a wig. 
GEORGE LIEBES, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Herman Liebes, furrier, San Francisco. 
GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY AND PELAGIC SEALING, 


City and County of New York, ss: 
Herman Liebes, being duly sworn, says: 
First. That he is 50 years of age and resides in the city of San Fran- 
T Oige cisco, California. That he has been in the fur business 
ea pertguce: since he was 13 years of age, and established in his 
Purehased skins Own business in San Francisco in the year 1864. That 
Ne he first began to buy sealskins in the year 1865. At 
Indians in 1865. e€ ils S Mi ye 
that time he made his purchases from the Indians on 
the western coast of the American continent,who offered 
to him only the skins of female seals; that the price he originally paid 
for them was as low as 50 cents per skin; that he offered the Indians a 
much higher price for male skins, and was told by them 
sonable weer’. that thie ‘male seals could not be cau ght, and that many 
Indians whom he has personally seen kill seals, and 
from whom he has bought skins, have told him that male seals and the 
young cows were too active to be caught and that it 
was only the female seals heavy with young which they 
could catch. The males, for instance, as deponent was told by the 
seal hunters, come up to the surface of the water after diving, often as 
much as a mile from the place they went down; whereas the females 
can when pregnant hardly dive at all. 
Deponent says that from his own observation of live seals during 
ws many years, and from his personal inspection of the 
mayiterence between skins, he knows the difference between the skin of a 
female seal and a male seal to be very marked, and 
that the two are easily distinguishable. The skin of the female seal 
shows the marks of the breast, about which there is no fur. The belly 
of the female seal is barren of fur also, whereas on the male the fur is 
thick and evenly distributed. The female seal has a much narrower 
head than the male seal, and this difference is apparent in the skins; also 
that the differences between the male and female skins are so marked 


Only female skins. 


Reasons therefor. 
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that there is now and always has been a difference in the price of the 
two of from 300 to 500 per cent. For example, at the ae tel 2 
last sales in London, on the 22d day of J anuary, 1892, of Tino anditecels 
there were sold 30,000 female skins at a price of 40 ‘skins. 

shillings apiece, and 15,000 male seals at a price of 130 shillings apiece 
on an average. 

Second. That from the year 1864 down to the present day deponent 
or his firm have been large purchasers of sealskins on 
the western coast of America from the Indians and res- Skins purchased by 
idents on the British coast; and deponent believes that 
he has handled nearly three-fourths of the catch from that time down to 
the present. That during the whole of this period he has purchased 
from 3,000 to 40,000 seal skins a year, and that he has personally in- 
spected and physically handled the most of the skins so bought by him 
or his firm. 

That from the year 1880 he has been in the habit of buying skins 
from American and English vessels engaged in what is now known as 
poaching, and that he has personally inspected every cargo bought and 
Seen unloaded from the poaching vessels, and subsequently seen and 
superintended the unpacking of the same in his own warehouse; that 
the most of the skins above mentioned as purchased by him have been 
bought from the poaching vessels, and that of the skins so bought from 
the vessels known as poachers, deponent says that at _ 
least 90 per cent of the total number of skins were those ara S HoBetin hee 
of female seals, and that the skins of male seals found poachers ‘those ot 
among those cargoes were the skins of very small ani- 
inals, not exceeding two years of age, and further, that the age of the 
seal may be told accurately from the size of its skin. 

Third. That the skins bought at Victoria from the poaching vessels 
are shipped by him largely to the firm of C. M. Lamp- 
son & Uo., in London, who are the largest sellers of ,,S5ms. bought | by 
Skins in the world and the agents of deponent’s firm. consigned largely to 
That he has been through the establishment of C. H, (Mj, bampson & Co., 
Lampson & Co., in London, very frequently. That he 
has frequently heard stated by the superintendent thereof that the 
great majority of the skins received by them from what 
is called the “northwest catch,” that is, the northwest | Fjcportions of 
coast of Victoria, are the skins of seals caught by ves- those of females in 
sels in the open Pacific or the Bering Sea, and that $ryayen’. Of. 
a large proportion of said skins, amounting to at least 
90 per cent, were in his, the said superintendent’s, judgment obviously 
the skins of female seals. 

Fourth. That deponent has frequently requested the captams of the 
poaching vessels sailing from the port of Victoria and 
other ports to obtain the skins of male seals, and stated —Inducements to 

: sak! poachers to procure 

that he would give twice as much money, or even More, male skins. 

for such skins than he would pay for the skins of fe- 

male seals. Hach and all of the captains so approached laughed at 
the idea of catching male seals in the open sea, and 
said that it was impossible for them to do it, and that 
they could not catch male seals unless they could get upon the islands, 
which, except once in a long while, they were unabie to do in conse- 
quence of the restrictions imposed by the United States Government; 
because they said the males were more active and could outswim any 
boat which their several vessels had, and that it was only the female 
seals who were heavy with young which could be caught. Among the 
captains of vessels with whom deponent has talked, and who have 


2716—VoL 11——33 


Failure thereof. 
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stated to him that they were unable to catch anything but female seals, 
are the following: 

Captain Catheart, an American, now about 75 years of age, who com- 
manded the schooner San Diego, and who subsequently commanded 
other vessels; Capt. Harry Harmson, Capt. George W. Littlejohn, Capt. 
A. Carlson, Gustav Sundvall, and others, whose names he does not 
now remember. 

Fifth. That by reason of his long acquaintance with the business 
and his conversations with the captains of the vessels, 
called poachers, and the hunters employed on those ves- 
sels—thatis, the persons who actually shoot the seals—deponent is satis- 
fied that a large number of the seals which are shot are not caught, but 
are lost, and that the number so killed and lost is at least 25 to 30 per 
cent. 

Deponent further says that by reason of his knowledge of the busi- 

Deeraaw ness he knows that the number of seals has greatly 
Absolute prohibi: diminished within the last five years, and is of the 
prstesss so opinion that open-sea seal-fishing should be absolutely 
prohibited, and that if the same is not done the seals will within two, 
or at the utmost three, years be exterminated. This opinion is based 
upon the assumption that the present restriction imposed by the United 
States and Russia on the number, age, and sex of the seals killed upon 
the islands owned by them respectively are to be maintained. 

Deponent is further of the opinion. that it would be necessary, in 
order to fully protect the herds, to prohibit, at least for a time, the 
killing of all female seals anywhere. That one reason for deponent’s 
opinion that the total number of seals in the Pacific and Bering Sea 
has diminished very rapidly is the fact—which deponent knows from 
the fact that he buys so large a portion of the poachers’ cateh—that 

there are now engaged on what is called “poaching” 
Se catiee Saeki about eighty vessels, and that about five years ago 
and diminished catch not more than ten vessels were engaged in poaching; 
Leet and that the total number of skins brought in by the 
whole eighty vessels is now not very much greater than the number 
brought in five years ago by ten vessels. The poaching vessels a few 
years ago have been known to get as many as 3,000 or 4,000 skins, 
and deponent has bought 4,000 skins from one vessel, whereas no poach- 
ing vessel now gets more than a few hundred with the same size crew. 
One vessel last year sailing from Victoria made a catch of 1,900 skins, 
but this is now an altogether exceptional catch, and this vessel had a 
crew twice as large as poaching vessels formerly carried, and was. 
equipped with from twelve to fifteen boats instead of five or six. One 
or two other poaching vessels also made large catches—that is,, 
over 1,200 skins—but the average catch of the poaching vessels. 

is not more than a few hundred each. This is true,, 
equipment of pou, though the poaching vessels are now equipped with 
ing vessels. much more experienced shooters, with better rifles, and. 

with better boats than any of the vessels had five 
years ago. Many of the poaching vessels now have boats pointed at: 
both ends, so that they can go backward or forward with equal ease ; 
and the old poacher only had ordinary ships’ boats. Deponent knows 
this to be true, because he has seen the boats and talked with the cap- 
tains of the schooners about them. 


Waste of life. 


HERMAN LIEBES. 

Sworn to before me this 4th day of April, 1892. 

[L. S.] EpwIn T. Rick, JR., 
Notary Public, New York County. 
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Deposition of Isaac Liebes, furrier, San Francisco. 
GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


Isaac Liebes, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at San 
Francisco, in the State of California. I am by occu- 
pation a fur merchant, and I have been so engaged 
permanently for the last twenty-three years, during which time I have 
been constantly handling large quantities of raw fur- seal skins; in fact 
more so than any other individual in the United States or Canada. 
I claim to be thoroughly conversant with all kinds of seal skins, and 
from all the different locations, and can readily distinguish one ’ from 
the other. I am also thoroughly familiar with their mode of capture, 
handling, packing, ete.; also when the skin is dressed, dyed, and man- 
ufactured. 

Some eighteen years ago several thousand seals were taken on the 
Guadelupe Islands off the coast of Mexico, but their 

Guadelupe Island 

hunting being unrestricted, they were practically exter- seals practically ex- 
minated inside of three years. Somuch sothat a ves- ‘tminated: 
Sel visiting these islands some four months ago was only able to secure 
3 fur seals, and the captain states that he ‘does not think that even 
these would have been obtained had it not been for the large number 
of caves on that particular island, which probably gave shelter to a 
few of the animals while the extermination was being practiced. 

The fur-seal belonging to this island does not migrate, the climate 
being sufficiently uniform ali the year round to make 
¥ x i c : a 5 Guadelupe seal does 
it unnecessary for them to do so. Their fur is of a dif- not migrate. 
ferent nature from the northwest skins, being much 
shorter and of a darker color. 

The Gallapagos Island rookery was much larger than 

x : cake A < : Gallapagos seals 
the Guadelupe, and the animals have also become nearly extinct. 
nearly extinct there by reason of unrestricted hunting. 

Several vessels have visited the rookeries in the vicinity of Cape 
Horn and the Straits of Magellan, and the last vessel 

Cape Horn and 
returned from the latter place only last week with a@ Straits of Magellan 
‘ sy aking ranresentino 9 2 q? rookeries nearly de- 
catch of twenty-six skins, representing a seven months’ tyiiated. 
cruise. 

Heretofore some expeditions went from this port to the Shetland Is- 

lands, but their catches were sosmall that in thelastfew — . 
outh Shetland Is 
years no hunting has been done in that vicinity, it be- lands seal extinet. 
ing understood that the animal is extinct there. 


Experience. 


i ISAAC LIEBES. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 3d day of May, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 

Notary Public. 
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Deposition of Sidney Liebes, furrier, San Francisco. 
GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Sidney Liebes, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: My age 
is 22.- IT reside in San Francisco, and am by occupa- 
Experience. tion a furrier, having been engaged in that busmess 
for the last six years. 1 have made it my business to 
examine raw seal skins brought to this city for sale, and am familiar 
with the different kinds of seal skins in the market. 1 can tell from an 
examination of a skin whether it has been caught on the Russian or 
American side. I have found that the Russian skins were flat and 
_. smaller, and somewhat different in color in the under 
ees “™ wool than those caught on the American side. In my 
opinion they are of an inferior quality. The Alaska 
skins are larger and the hair is much finer. The color of the under 
wool is also different. I have no difficulty in distinguishing one skin 
from the other. Iam of the opinion that they belong 
xaussian and Alas- to an entirely separate and distinct herd. In my ex- 
Ninety per cent of amination of skins offered for sale by sealing schooners, 
pelagic skins those ef 1 found that over 90 per cent were skins taken from 
females. The sides of the female skin are swollen, and 
are wider on the belly than those of males. The teats are very dis- 
cernible on the females, and it can be plainly seen where the young 

have been suckling. The head of the females is also much narrower. 

SIDNEY LIEBES. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of John N. Lofstad, furrier, San Francisco. 
GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 
John N. Lofstad, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
48 years of age. I reside in San Francisco. I am by 
Experience. occupation a dealer in furs and fur goods. Ihave been 
in the business for 28 years, during which time I have 
bought large numbers of dressed and undressed fur skins, and I am 
paar ra chaos thoroughly familiar with the business. I can easily 
the CopperIslandana Gistinguish the Copper Island fur-seal skin in its un- 
Alaskan and North dressed state from that of the Alaskan and Northwest 
west skins and herds. = a ciate 
coast skins. They are of an entirely distinct and sep- 
arate herd, while those of the Northwest coast and Pribilof Island are 
of the same variety. I have bought and examined the catch of a great 
many sealing schooners during the last ten years, and 
have observed that 85 to 90 per cent of skins taken 
were from female seals, which I could distinguish by a 
glance, from the shape of the skins, texture of the fur, and develop- 


Eighty-five to 90 per 
cent of skins females. 
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ment of the teats. My observation is that the skins 

taken from seals killed on the islands are a better Pribilof Tsland 
quality than those of the same herd taken off the coast than those of coast. 
of California. This is owing to their being taken at 

that season of the year when the fur is in its prime, and also taken 
from the best grade of seals. Those that are caught Aaa 
off the coast are killed indiscriminately, and are largely, Tdisctiminate kill- 
females. Many of them having borne young for years, 

- their fur is inferior to those of young bachelors. 

JOHN N. LOFSTAD. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Publie. 


Deposition of Charles E. McClennen, director of the George C. Treadwell 
Company, furriers. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 

Charles EK. McClennen, being duly sworn, says: Tam 36 years of age, 
a citizen of the United States, and a resident of Albany, 
in the State of New York. I am a director in the — Experience. 
George C. Treadwell Company, the corporation referred 
to in the affidavit of George H. Treadwell, verified this day. I have 
been in the fur business for about eight years, and during that time I 
have handled many fur-seal skins in all their conditions. I have read 
the affidavit of John J. Phelan, verified the 18th day of June, 1892. I 
was present at the examination of seal skins therein 
referred to. While Phelan inspected all of these seal _ Verifies affidavit of 
skins I assisted him in the inspection of about three- Fieri apa anal 
fourths of them. I know that of those we inspected 
jointly none were improperly classed as the skins of female animals. 

CHAS. E. MCCLENNEN. 


Sworn to before me this 20th day of June, 1892. 
[SEAL | E. Rk. McCarry, 
Notary Public (No. 57) in and for the City and County of New York. 


Deposition of Dr. H. H. McIntyre, superintendent of Alaska Commercial 
Company on the Pribilof Islands. 


COST OF PLACING SEALSKINS ON THE MARKET. 


STATE OF VERMONT, Orange County, ss: 


H. H. McIntyre, of Randolph, in said county, having been duly sworn, 
deposes’ and says: I am a native of Vermont, 48 
years old. In the years 1868 and 1869 I was special 
United States Treasury agent assigned to duty in Alaska under. par- 
ticular instructions to visit and report upon the seal fisheries of 
Alaska, and from 1870 to 1889, inclusive, I was superintendent of the 
sealeries for the lessees of the Pribilof Islands. In these capacities I 


Expertence. 
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first visited the seal islands in the summer of 1869, and every year 
thereafter until and including 1889, except the years 1883, 1884, and 
1885. In 1871 and 1872 I staid there continuously for about sixteen 
months, and in each of the other years from two to four months through 
the sealing season. I also visited London twice during my superinten- 
dency in connection with the sealing industry, and was at all times ac- 
tively at work in the interests of my employers. ° My duties as such 
superintendent demanded that I should be thoroughly conversant with 
all the details of shipping and transporting seal skins taken, and the 
necessary expenses incurred by my employers. From my knowledge 
of such expenditures I herewith submit the following statement in re- 
lation to the cost of putting the annual quota of skins obtained on the 
Pribilof Islands upon the market when a hundred thousand seals are 
killed, and I believe such statement to be practically correct: 


Maintenancejof islandiestablishments:-2- =. 2--222-— = eee see eee eae $12, 000 
Salariesiofemployés "(exclusive of natives) =2=s--245>-25--2e-ee ee ee eee 12, 000 
Transportation tosanbrancisc0. esse ee ase. oe eee =e eee eee 15, 000 
Transportation, San’ Erancisco to New Work. 2. - 2.252 5--2o- ese oe = ee 20, 000 
TransportationsyNewevork to londonescssp- -o ees eo awee es ee eee 6, 000 
Insurance: $ie40000 att percent 222 seeese2 oe eae one = eee ee eee 14, 000 
Commission for selling, 24 per cent of $1,500, 000...........-.-..--------..-- 37, 500 
Storage; cooperage, pwine, Salt, ebe secs -\3- see cele see sere eet eee 15, 500 
Interest on the plant, 10: per centiok SlOO 000 ne = ses see ee ee eae 10, 000 
Annual rental paid to Government, per terms of lease..---....--.---------- 60, 000 
Obligations of the lease for fish, fuel, medicines, ete -........-..-.---.----- 25,000 
Supervision of business from San Prancisco---- 2-2-2 --2-2--42 5 26 = 20, 000 
BITStCOsStROLISKING tO NALLVES = /soc se oa eee eee See eee 40, 000 

Cost of 100,000 skins delivered in London, sold.-....--..-----.----- 287, 000 


H. H. McINTYRE. 


Sworn and subscribed at Randolph, this first day of August, A. D. 
1892. Before me, 
[SEAL. | W. H. Du Bots, 
Notary Publie. 


Deposition of John J. Phelan, furrier. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 
John J. Phelan, being duly sworn, says: I am 35 years of age, a 
citizen of the United States and a resident of Albany, in the State of 
New York. At the age of 11 I entered the service of 
Experience. Mr. George C. Treadwell, a wholesale furrier of Albany. 
I remained with him until the time of his death, and 
have since been in the employ of his son, Mr. George H. Treadwell, 
who has succeeded to the business carried on by his father. It has 
always been a part of my occupation, beginning with the age of 11, to 
handle fur-seal skins, and during the last twenty years I have handled 
nearly every seal skin that came into the factory. I have for many 
years been in the habit of putting them through every process con- 
nected with their preparation for manufacture, except that of dyeing, 
with which I am not familiar. I have removed the flesh and blubber; 
I have washed the skins; removed the hair, or “picked” them, shaved 
them, and dressed them; and in this way I have constantly gone over 
and closely observedevery part of their surfaces in all the stages or proc- 
esses through which they pass before they go to the dyer. 
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As aresul: of the work I have performed for so many years Tam 
able to distinguish, without difficulty, the skin of a female seal from 
that of a male seal. There are generally several ways in which I can 
tell them apart. One of the surest ways consists in seeing whether 
any teats can be found. Ona female skin above the age of 2 years 
teats can practically always be discovered; when the animal is over 3 
years old, even a person who is not an expert at handling skins can (dlis- 
cover two prominent ones on each side of almost every skin. This is 
because after the age of 3, and often even after 2, al- 
most all females have beenin pup. There are also teats 
on a male skin, but they are only very slightly devel- 
oped. When the fur is matted, as it isin salted fur-scal skins, the male 
teats can not be found, but the female teats of skins more than 2 years 
years old can be found under all circumstances. 

I have been able to test all my observations as to the teats on salted 
fur-seal skins by following these skins through the various processes 
which I have described. During these processes the skins become 
thinner and thinner, and the teats more and more noticeable, and at an 
early stage in the dressing they must be wholly removed. There are 
other ways of distinguishing the skins of the two sexes. I will state 
a few of them. 

A female seal has a narrower head than a male seal. By the word 
“head” L mean heré to include the part of the body 
from the head down to the middle of the back. I be- ae Sapte ey a 
lieve all men who have handled the skins of both sexes 
have noticed this point. 

Then, again, when the whiskers have not been cut off, they generally 
afford 2 safe means of distinguishing the sexes. Male whiskers are 
much more brittle and of a darker color than those of the female ani- 
mal. When the male seal is over 6 years old it begins to have a mane, 
and for this reason it is after that age called a wig. 

Finally, it is generally possible for me to tell the skins of the two 
sexes apart by just taking a look at them or feeling them. I suppose 
I can de this because I have been at the business so long that I am an 
expert in it. 

The chief classes of seal skins which I have handled are the Alaska, 
the Northwest coast, and the Copper Islands skins Ty ~.. 
ean always distinguish the skins Gf athese (elaSses. sane necne coe 
The Northwest coast skins are most easily told by the; No. eas among 
very great proportion of females contained inanyeiven 6 
lot. Among the Alaska and Copper skins I have hardly ever seen a 
female skin. 

While the Alaska and Northwest coast skins are taken from the 
same species or herd of seals, I am convinced that the 
Copper skins are taken from seals of a different herd. 
I have noticed the difference in the skins, both in their 
raw state and during the processes of dressing. The hair of the 
Copper skin is shorter, thinner, and generally of a 
somewhat darker color than that of the Alaska or 
Northwest coast skins, and in most cases the difference 
in shape is sufficiently marked to enable me to distinguish them by 
that means alone. 

The difference between the Copper and the other skins is still more 
marked during the processes of dressing. It is very 
much more difficult to unhair a Copper skin. Further- 
more, the pelts of the Copper skins are less porous than those of the 


Females 2 years old 
have pups. 


Different species of 
seals. 


“Alaska” and ‘‘Cop- 


per’? skins. 


Distinctive marks. 
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other skins. While preparing skins for dressing it is necessary to 
‘“work” them and open the pores in order to “leather” them, and it is 
during this process that I have noticed the fact that Copper skins are 
much less porous than the others. The pelt being harder and stiffer 
and the hair more brittle we can hardly ever unhair a Copper skin as 
satisfactorily as we can the other skins. 

I was sent to New York from Albany a few days ago by Mr. George 
H. Treadwell, with instructions to go through a certain lot of seal skins, 
which I understand he had recently bought in Victoria, and to find out 
how many of these skins were taken from female animals. I have 
spent four days in doing this, working about seven hours a day. 

There were several men who unpacked the skins and laid them before 
me, so that all of my time was spent in examining the 
individual skins. The lot contained 3,550 skins. I 
found that, with the possible exception of two dried 
ones, they were taken from animals this year; they were a part of what 
is known as the spring catch. I know this to be the case by the fresh 
appearance of the blubber and of the skin as a whole. This affords a 
sure way of telling whether the skin has lain in salt all winter or whether 
it has been recently salted. I personally inspected each one of these 
skins by itself and kept an accurate record of the result. I divided the 
skins according to the three following classes: Males, females, and 
pups. In the class of pups I placed only the skins of animals less than 
two years of age, but without reference to sex. 

I found in the lot 395 males, 2,167 females, and 988 pups, Leaving 

: out of account the pups, the percentage of females was 
fommine) wopercent therefore about 82. 

The great majority of what I classed as male skins 
were taken from animals less than 5 years of age. There was not a 
single wig in the lot. On the other hand, nearly all of the female skins 
were those of full-grown animals. On every skin which I classed among 
the females I found teats, with bare spots about them on the fur side. 
Such bare spots make it absolutely certain that these teats were those 
of female skins. 

With regard to the pup skins, I will say that I did not undertake to 
determine whether they were males or females, because they had a 
thick coat of blubber, which, in the case of an animal less than 2 years 
old, makes it very hard to tell the sex. 

All of the skins that I examined were either shot or speared. I did 
not keep a close count, but Iam of the opinion that 
about 75 per cent of them were shot. 

The result of the examination is about what I had expected it would 

Nine-tenths in De: . The figures only confirm what I have always no- 
“Northwestcoast ticed in a general way, that nearly nine-ter'ths of the 
eaten” usually fe skins in any shipment of Northwest coast skins are 

those of female animals. 


Recent spring catch 
(pedagic). 


All shot or speared. 


JOHN J. PHELAN. 


Sworn to before me this 18th day of June, 1892. 
[SEAL. | WILLIS VAN VALKENBURG, 
Notary Public, Kings Oo., 
(Cert. filed in N. Y. Co.) 
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Deposition of Charles W. Price, furrier. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Charles W. Price, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
34 years of age and reside in San Francisco. My oc- 
cupation is that of a fur dresser and examiner of raw 
fur skins. I have been engaged in the dressing and examining of 
fur skins about twenty years, and I am an expert in that business. 
I have examined and handled large numbers of fur-seal skins, both 
of the American and Russian side, and can easily dis- 
tinguish one from the other from the appearance of 
the skins. The skins of the Russian side are much coarser than those ° 
of the American side, and the fur is a little darker; more of a cherry 
color. The top hair is darker. The seals on the Russian side are a 
distinct and different herd from those on the American side and are not 
as valuable. The skins taken in the North Pacific and Bering Sea by 
hunters are of the same nature as those taken on the 
Pribilof Islands but are of less value, owing to the fact .felagic sealing. 
that they are taken at all seasons of the year. Part of 
them are stagy, some are full of holes from being shot, and the fur on 
the belly of quite a number of the female seals giving milk is of little 
value. Ihave handled and examined many thousands of skins pur- 
chased from hunters who had taken them along the 
coast and in Bering Sea. Fully 80 per cent of them | Highty per cent fe- 
were females, which skins were readily distinguishable. “bead pups. 

I visited the Pribilof Islands in 1890 and made a 
careful study of the conditions of seal life on those islands. I discov- 
ered late in the season a large number of dead pups lying upon the 
rookeries, which had. the appearance of having been starved to death. 

CHARLES W. PRICE. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[L. 8.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Votary Public. 


Experience. 


Classes of skins. 


Deposition of 8S. W. Saalburg, bookkeeper for H. Liebes & Co., furriers. 
GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 


S. W. Saalburg, being duly sworn, deposes and says: The following 
statistics relative to the number of salted Northwest . 44, fanans 
Coast seal skins purchased by the firm of H. Liebes & seals. 
Co., of San Francisco, Cal., and prices paid therefor, 
have been gathered by me from the books and records prices afd number 
of said firm, covering a period from the year 1883 to {ge3go ms bandied, 
1892, inclusive. Iheld the position of chief bookkeeper 
and cashier for H. Liebes & Co. during said period of time, and know 
of my own personal knowledge that the number of skins set forth below 
were duly purchased by said firm at the average prices stated, and that 
payment therefor is regularly entered on the firm’s cashbooks of the 
respective years. 
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Statistics of prices. 


: Number lave: Ters age | | To: Number -, |A.verage 
Year SPREhE Amount paid. price. Year. of skins, | *mount paid. price. 

TEED Gesinamoocec 99 $430. 00 $4.34 |) 1889.......... 24, 486 $176, 221. 00 $7. 20 
1 Sone obon 11, 108 62, 031. 00 5.58) ||P 1880s seas ae 30, O11 302, 417. 00 *10. 08 
1S8be peice cae 9, 854 74, 184. 75 7,53" || MISOME eee cncers 11, 174 164, 637. 00 *14. 74 
1 SSGte a satectetatee 7, 563 87, 729. 25 AL OO) | SO Beare crete 1, 322 14, 506. 00 *10. 97 
1SSiein wa wes 17, 956 _ 99, 549. 50 5. 54 ae 
BSS Somme miaeialate 18, 459 74, 956. 00 5. 57 127, 032 1, 006, 661.50 |......... 


*Recent increase in price. 


S. W. SAALBURG. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 24th day of June, 1892. 
[SEAL | CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Publie. 


Deposition of B. H. Sternfels, furrier. 
PELAGIO SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 
B. H. Sternfels, having been duly sworn, Sea and says: I am 50 
years of age and reside in San Francisco. My oceupa- 
Experience. tion is that of a fur merchant. I have been eng gaged 
in handling and purchasing fur for twenty-six years, 
and I am thoroughly familiar with the fur seal skins in their raw and 
dressed condition. There are known to the trade in purchasing raw 
_ fur skins from the North Pacifie and Bering Sea three 
Classesofsealskins- different varieties—the Copper Island skins, the West 
Coast skins, which are those shot and caught by hunters in ‘the rater, 
and, third, those taken from the Pribilof Islands. The most valuable 
are those taken from Pribilof Islands, and the next are 
rear ost Goast catch the Copper Island skins, and those of least value are 
what is known as the West Coast catch. The latter, 
while of the same nature and from the same herd as those on the 
Pribilof Islands, are of less value because many of them are caught 
out of season. The skins are stagy and are full of | 
poycins full of shot holes from being shot. A number of-them are cows in 
milk, and the fur on the belly is very much less valua- 
ble on that account. Im buying the catch of schooners engaged in the 
sealing business, I have observed that fully 75 per cent of them were 
_ females and had either given birth to their young or 
mm tly Preguantfe- were heavy in pup when killed, which was easily ob- 
served by the width of the skin of the belly and the 
small head and development of the teat. 


B. H. STERNFELS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this Sth day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL. ] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of George H. Treadwell, president of the George C. Treadwell 
Company, furriers. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY—PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of Albany, ss: 

George H. Treadwell, being duly sworn, says: I am 55 years of age, 
a citizen of the United States, and a resident of Albany County in the 
State of New York. Iam the son of George C. Treadwell, of Albany, 
who, in the year 1832 there started a wholesale fur busi- 
ness of a general character. I became associated with 
him in it in the year 1858, and upon his death in the year 1885 suc- 
ceeded to the business. It has been carried on under the names of 
George C. Treadwell & Co. and Treadwell & Co. In the early part of 
this year it was turned into The George C. Treadwell Company, a cor- 
poration formed under the laws of the State of New Jersey, of which 
corporation I am the president. 

My father dressed and dyed a few seal-skins in 1832, and each year 
thereafter, and in 1864 this became a lucrative item of ; 
our business. Since1870 the house has boughtannually ,,S@2 skins: Pought 
from 5,000 to 6,000 salted fur-seal skins in London, all 
of which it has dressed and dyed in Albany. 

In this industry we have constantly employed during the last ten 
years about forty men and women, who receive average 
wages of $1.25 to $2 a day. Our “pickers” get an 4,4iyPloyment given 
average of $1.25 for each skin, and they handle about 
three a day. My pay roll averages about $500 a week. 

I understand that my concern and that of J. D. Williams, of Brooklyn, 
have heretofore been the only regular and recognized dressers and 
dyers in the United States. Until last year our house dressed and 
dyed skins only forits own use. 

In addition to dressing and dyeing, our house annually manufac- 
tures a large number of fur-seal-skin articles. I am 
deeply interested in the protection of the fur-seals. 
While the Northwest Coast catches have of late years 
placed upon the market comparatively cheap skins, and in that way 
perhaps benefited my particular business, yet I recognize the fact that 
such benefit can only be of temporary duration, for I have always noticed 
that these catches are largely composed of female skins, and I know 
that to kill female animals seriously impairs the herd. 
Besides, skins are being now puton the market at such 
irregular times and in such uneven quantities that buying them has 
become a speculative business. 

I believe that the whole trouble has been brought about by the Vic- 
toria and other pelagic sealers, who furnish the present ; vai 
cheap skins. Both in order to maintain the herd, and ,noaeis pee 
to restore the seal-skin industry to a sure footing, I 
Should like to see all taking of: seals in the water prohibited. 

In March of this year, I made a contract with parties on the Pacific 
coast for their supply of northwest coast skins (7. e., Skins taken in the 
Pacific Ocean) caught during the present year, and about a month ago 
I received the first consignment under this contract. It was composed 
of the skins of the spring catch. Later on I expect to receive two 
further shipments, 


Experience. 


Northwest Coast 
catch mostly females. 


Irregular prices. 
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The first consignment was placed in cold storage at the Central 
Stores in New York City. 
A short time since I consented, at the request of the United States 
Government that this consigninent be examined, in order to determine 
how many female skins it contained. To perform the 
acorrgbora tes em examination I detailed John J. Phelan. This man 
has been in the employ of my father or of myself since 
the year 1868. I regard him as one of the most competent and trust 
worthy men in our service. I have read an affidavit verified by him 
on the 18th of June. I agree entirely with what he says concerning 
his experience in the handling and dressing of skins, and from what J 
know of his character and ability IL believe that everything stated by 
him in this affidavit is correct. 
GrEO. H. TREADWELL. 
Sworn to before me this 27th day of June, 1892. 
[SEAL. | GEO. N. CUYLER, 
Notary Public, Albany County, N. Y. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of Albany, Clerk’s Office: 


I, Ansel C. Requa, clerk of the said city and county and also clerk 
of the supreme and county courts, being courts of record held therein, 
do hereby certify that Geo. N. Cuyler, whose name is subscribed to the 
jurat of the annexed affidavit, was, on the day of the date thereof a 
notary public in and for the county of Albany, dwelling in said county, 
duly authorized to administer oaths for general purposes; and that I 
am well acquainted with the handwriting of the said notary public, 
and verily believe that the signature to the said jurat is genuine. 

In testimony whereof, have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my 
official seal this 27th day of June, 1892. 

[SEAL | A. C. REQUA, Clerk. 


Deposition of Henry Treadwell, member of the firm of Treadwell & Co., 
Surriers. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY—PELAGIC SEALING. 


C1iTY AND COUNTY OF NEw YORK, ss: 


Henry Treadwell, being duly sworn, says that he is a citizen of the 
United States; is 70 years of age, and resides in the city of Brooklyn, 
in the State of New York. 

First. That he is a member of the firm of Treadwell and Company, 
which has been engaged in the business of buying, dressing, and 
dealing in furs since about the year 1852. That for the 
twenty years last past deponent’s said firm have bought 
on their own account, dressed and dyed, annually from 5,000 to 8,000 
seal skins. 

Second. That nearly all of the skins purchased by deponent’s said 

firm are bought of C. M. Lampson and Company, of 
ore ean ponent London, who are the largest dealers in seal skins in the 

Classes of sealskins. World. That the majority of the skins bought by said 

firm are a part of the skins known as the “ Alaska” 
catch, that is, as deponent is informed and believes the skins of seals 


Experience. 
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killed on the Pribilof Islands by the companies having leases from the 
United States for that purpose. A certain number of skins bought by 
deponent’s firm are those killed upon the Russian, called the Com- 
mander Islands, known as the Copper catch, and 

about 30 per cent of the whole number of seal skins Northwest Coast 
bought by deponent’s firm are what are called the 

Northwest Coast skins; the skins of animals killed and caught in the 
open sea. 

Third. That the skins of each of the several catches are readily dis- 
tinguishable from each other by any person at all experienced in the 
handling of seal skins; and the skins of the Northwest, Alaska, or 
Copper catch, are none of them found except under those titles, that is 
to say, that skins of the “Copper” catch are not found among the “Alas- 
ka” seal skins, nor those of the Northwest catch among 
the Alaska or Copper seal skins. The skins of the three gaia 
catches are so readily distinguishable from each other 
that deponent says he would be able, on the examination of the skins 
as they are taken from the barrels in which they are packed in salt and 
received by him, to detect at once in a barrel of Alaska skins, the skins 
of either the Copper or the Northwest catch; or in a barrel of the North- 
west catch the skins of either the Alaska or the Copper catch, orina barrel 
of the Copper catch the skins of either the Alaska or Northwest catch. 
The skins of the Alaska and Copper catches are readily distinguishable 
from each other, although male skins; and the skins of the Northwest 
eatch are, also readily distinguishable from both the 
Copper and Alaska by the fact that they are almost tn Shes “Mt 
all females, and all have marks of bullets, buckshot, 
or spears, showing that they have been killed at sea, although the 
Northwest catch belong to the Pribilof Island herd. 

Fourth. That the skins of the Northwest catch are, deponent would 
say, at least nine-tenths of them, skins of female seals. 
The skins of the female seals are as readily distinguish- 
able, before being dressed and dyed, from the skins 
of male seals as the skin of a bitch and the skin of a dog, or the skin 
of any other female animal from that of the male of the same family. 
The females always have narrower heads than the males, and the 
breasts afford another ready means of identification of female seals. 

Fifth. It is equally true that the skins of all the other catches which 
we had in prior years were readily distinguishable from each other. I 
have not seen the seals in their native rookeries, and can not speak as 
to the distinguishing traits of the live animal, buti in the trade and in the 
experience of our firm we have always been able to distinguish readily 
jhe skins coming from one locality from the skins coming from another. 

remember upon one occasion my firm received a consignment of skins 
Jrom London which bore no marks familiar to us and which skins had 
fnot been described to us, and that my brother, who was then at the 
head of the business, and who is now dead, said, after inspecting the 
said skins, that they reminded him very much of what were formerly 
called “south latitude skins,” and particularly of some skins which he 
had had twenty odd years before from Santa Barbara, in California; 
and upon inquiry from the Messrs. Lampson and Company, we were 
informed by them that the said skins were the skins of seals killed at 
Santa Barbara. 


Ninety per cent fe- 
males. 


HENRY TREADWELL. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this first day of April, 1892. 
[SEAL] . WILLARD PARKER BUTLER, 
Notary Public, City and County of New York, 
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Affidavits of Joseph Ullman ct al., furriers. 


VALUE OF THE INDUSTRY OF THE MANUFACTURE OF FUR-SEAL 
ARTICLES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The number of Alaska fur-seal skins which are imported annually 

into the United States, after dressing and dyeing in London, is, upon 

_ the basis of the importations during the past ten years 

mpatee SS and upon a catch of 100,000 skins at the Pribilof Is- 
lands, correctly estimated at 65,000 to 75,000. 

The value, before paying duty thereon to the United States, of each 
dressed and dyed fur-seal skin so imported, may be 
said to range between $15 and $50, with an average 
value during the past ten years of about $25 a skin. 

The wages paid annually to people engaged in the manufacture and 
remodeling of seal-skin articles are, on an average, 
about $7 a skin, or upon 70,00) skins, $490,000. 

The profits made annually by merchants, wholesale furriers, and 
Profits of merchants Letail furriers amount to about $30 a skin, or upon 
and furriers. 70,000 skins, $2,100,000. 

The amount of silk consumed annually in the manu- 

Silk consumed in facture in the United States of 70,000 fur-seal skins 
making and repair of . 5 i 56 J SS rie 
seal-gkin articles. into articles and in the repairing of these articles, may 

be estimated at $150,000 to $200,000. All silk which 
is being so consumed at the present time is made in the 
United States. 

Working men and = Working men and women are employed in the in- 
women employed and > . : no < - : 
wages paid. dustry of manufacturing seal-skin articles in the United 

States as follows: 


Value of each skin. 


Wages paid. 


Number. | Wages per diem. 


a. Fur cutters (7. e., people who trim, repair, and prepare the general 


shapevof skins). 232 Yasoasi ete ne cee ee ee ee ce beet cae e seweeenee 1, 200 $3.50 to $4. 50 
b. Nailers (i. e., people who stretch and nail skins into shape on 

OardSyiK;. cts cs pacasee = cee sce te cae ee a meee ei oer ne re eer 600 | 2.00 to 2.50 
c. Sewers and finishers (7. e., people who put the article into final | 

Bhape)i oo Se sees cnn hs 3s ts fe ee Oe ae oe ees eee eee 1, 500 1.50 to 2.00 
d. Those who machine skins (i. e., remove the portion of guard hairs 

lethibyithes-unhairers!)\.2 -2c.-1-' ot cle sonrsiseiaeeanscieseceae este aeeieeers 60 2.00 

Motal@mosectssseclessseccs seen sae eeee ese eiee eee eee ee eee 3, 360 


The fur cutters represent skilled labor of a high order. They handle 
about eight skins a day. 
2 No account is taken of porters, clerks, salesmen, ete., 
orters, clerks, : Rei : 
salesmen, etc. employed in the large establishments. 
Dated at the city of New York, June 21st, 1892. 


Jos. ULLMANN. 
MARTIN BATES, JR., & Co. 
HARRIS & RUSSAK, 
By ALFRED HARRIS. 
HENRY TREADWELL. 
ESTATE OF JOHN RUSZITS, 
By I. J. STAKE. 
ASCH & JAEKAL. 
C. G. GUNTHER’S SONS. 
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The foregoing statement is the one referred to in the annexed affida- 
vits of Henry Treadwell, HE. R. McCarty, No. 52, notary public; Hugo 
Jaekel, Frederick C. Schmidt, notary public; Franklin L. Gunther, 
Dan] L. Tower, notary public; Joseph [Samuel] Ullmann, Alfred 
Harris, C. Francis Bates, George Kissinger, jr., notary public; EH. J. 
Stake, S. Steimheimer, notary public, New York. 


Deposition of Samuel Ullmann, ome of the firm of Joseph Ullmann, 
urrier. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 

City and County of New York, ss: 

Samuel Ullmann, being duly sworn, says: I am 34 years of 
age, a citizen of the United States, and a resident of the city 
of New York. The house of Joseph Ullmann, in which I am a part- 
ner, began business at St. Paul,in the State of Minnesota, in 1854, 
It has always been engaged in the wholesale fur business, and since 
the time when fur-seal skins first became an important article of 
commerce in- this country it has dealt in large numbers of them. 
1 have personally handled seal skins for the last twelve or thir- 
teen years, and am familiar with the whole seal-skin |. 
trade of this country. The house of Joseph UII- peystshal 
mann now does business at St. Paul, Leipzig, London, and New 
York. The books of the New York house show the following pur- 
chases of dressed and dyed Alaska fur-seal skins in London between 
the years 1885 and 1891. All of these purchases were 
brought to this country: 1885, 11,818 out of a total priate 
Alaska catch of about 100,000; 1886, 12,646 out of a fim from 1885 to 
total Alaska catch of about 100,000; 1887, 25,344 out 
of a total Alaska catch of about 100,000; 1888, 17,900 out of a total 
Alaska catch of about 100,000; 1889, 14,160 out of a total Alaska 
catch of about 100,000; 1890, 3,569 out of a total Alaska catch of 
about 21,000; 1891, 3,240 out of a total Alaska catch of about 13,000. 

I have signed the name of Joseph Ullmann tothean- 

: , ae as ws : Jorroborates pre- 
nexed statement, which I have carefully considered, ceding statement, ex- 
and to the best of my information and belief this state- CePt, 2s to skk con 
ment is correct, except that I know nothing about the 
silk consumed, I regard the figures given therein as conservative. 

1am of the opinion that the nations interested should arrive at some 
agreement by which the killing of seals in the water ' 
will be stopped. It is true that the Northwest Coast peu acaans 
catches have of late years placed upon the market a 
certain number of good skins which could be purchased at prices far 
below those for which skins of the Alaska eateh were sold. But I 
realize that this can not continue to be the case, for it is a matter of 
common knowledge amongst furriers that these North-  xorthwest. catch 
west Coast catches are composed inainly of the skins of composed mainly of 
female animals, and I understand that the killing of fe. “"™"'°** 
male seals is rapidly impairing the value of the herd. Then, too, dur- 
ing the last few years buying fur-seal skins has be- | 
come a business of a very speculative character, be- ,2Peculative charac: 


anomee f . ter of the business. 
cause itis inpossible now to calculate at what times and 
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in what quantities they will be placed upon the market. It requires 
from three to six months to properly dress and dye skins, and if while 
this process is going on further sales take place (as has been the case 
at frequent intervals in the last two years), the tendency is to unsettle 
the market, advance or reduce the raw material, and 
Necessity for a thus directly affect both dealers and manufacturers. 
steady market. 
This has happened of late years only. I aseribe the 
Decrease is caused present unsatisfactory condition of the business to the 
by pelagic sealing. ee cl : wan : 
injurious operations of the Victoria sealers, whom I 
furthermore hold directly responsible for the present diminished catch 
of Alaska seals upon the Pribilof Islands. 
SAMUEL ULLMANN. 


Sworn to before me this 21st day of June, 1892. 
[L. 8.| GEORGE KISSINGER, Jr., 
Notary Public (No. 99), City and County of New York. 


Deposition of C. Francis Bates, member of the firm of Martin Bates, jr., 
& Oo., fuyriers, New York, 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 
C. Francis Bates, being duly sworn, says: I am 67 years of age, a 
Tete dette citizen of the United States, and a resident of the city 
of New York. Early in this century my father estab- 
lished a wholesale fur business in this city, and to this business I have 
succeeded. I have been engaged in it for the past fifty years. 
It is now carried on under the name of Martin Bates, jr., & Co. For 
many years we have been large purchasers of Alaska (or Pribilof 
Island) fur-seal skins, having bought in London and brought to this 
et ig Beds EE country between the years 1879 and 1891, 71,904 such 
As SN EER skins. I am familiar with the value and extent of the 
industry of manufacturing articles of fur-seal skins in 
this country, my house having until very recently been largely interested 
init. This industry is one of great value to the United States. The 
fur-seal skin is in many respects one of the most valuable furs that has 
Gee etae: pa ees been placed on the market. I have read the 
davit of Joseph Statement hereto annexed and signed the name of my 
ee tact pas firm thereto. I believe it to be in all respects correct. 
graph of Samuel Ull- {| have read the last paragraph in the affidavit of Samuel 
area Ullmann hereto annexed and agree with what is said 
therein. 
C. FRANCIS BATES. 


Sworn to before me this 2°d day of June, 1892. 
[L. 8.] GEORGE KISSENGER, JR., 
Notary Public (No. 99), City and County of New York. 
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Deposition of Alfred Harris, with firm of Harris & Russak, furriers, 
New York. 
GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STALE OF NEw York, 
City and County of New York, ss: 

Alfred Harris, being duly sworn, says: I am forty years of age, a 
citizen of the United States and a resident of the city of New York 
For twelve years prior to February 1, 1892, I was a 
member of the firm of Harris & Russak, which still 
does a large wholesale fur business in the city of New York. I 
am now associaied with this firm in its business and have charge 
of its manufacturing department. I am authorized to sign the firm 
name to the annexed statement, and the reason why I sign it, in- 
stead of one of the partners, is that I have a much more _inti- 
mate knowledge of all branches of the business than anyone else. We 
are manufacturers of furs of all kinds, and a large proportion of our 
business consists in the manufacture of seal-skin arti- i 
cles. Between the years 1880 and 1890 we handled gj iuys cxtent of the 
per annum on an average 12,000 fur-seal skins of the See eum oeo 
three catches. Between 1885 and 1890 we handled 
from 35,000 to 40,000 Alaska skins which had been dressed and dyed 
in London. Of this number we purchased ourselves in London and 
brought to this country about nine-tenths. I have 
signed the name of Harris & Russak to the statement | Corroborates attida. 
hereto annexed, which [have carefully read. I believe a, and agrees with 
it to be in all respects correct. I have read the last Jastparasraph of Sam- 
paragraph or section in the annexed affidavit of Sam- ; 
uel Ullmann, and [ agree with everything contained therein. 

ALFRED HARRIS. 

Sworn to before me this 21st day of June, 1892. 

[L. 8.] GEORGE KISSINGER, JR, 

Notary Public (No. 99), City and County of New York. 


Experience. 


Deposition of Henry Treadwell, member of the firm of Treadwell & Co., 
Surriers. 
GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 
STATE OF NEw York, 
City and County of New York, ss: 

Henry Treadwell, being duly sworn, says: I am a member of the firm 
of Treadwell & Co., and the person described in and 
who verified an affidavit of the Ist day of April, 1892, 
relating to the difference in the skins of the various fur-seal 
catches and other matters. I have been in the wholesale fur business 
for over forty years, and took an active part init until two years ago, when 
I retired from business. [I have signed my name to the 
annexed statement, which I have carefully read, and ,,foyrgborates affida. 
believe to be correct in every respect. Lhavealsoread i., and agrees with 
the last paragraph or section of the annexed affidavit fo) dyin 8 
of Samuel Ullmann, and I agree with everything there- 
in stated. 


Experience. 


HENRY TREADWELL. 
Sworn to before me this 21st day of June, 1892. 
[L. 8.] K. R. McCarry, 
Notary Public (No. 52), in and for County of New York, 
2716—VoL u ot 
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Deposition of Emil J. Stake, manager of estate of John Ruszits, furrier, 
New York. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 

Emil J. Stake, being duly sworn, says: I am 28 years of age, a citi- 
zen of the United States, and a resident of the city of New York. In 1851 
John Ruszits established in the city New York a large wholesale fur busi- 
ness, at the head of which he remained until his death in 1890. In 1859he 
imported 44 seal skins from London; his annual importations gradually 
increased until in the year 1887 he imported 16,804 
dressed and dyed seal skins of all catches. His books show the follow- 

__. _. ing purchases in London of dressed and dyed Alaska 
Importation of seal 
skins since 1859. fur-seal skins, all of which were brought to this coun- 
try: 1887, 9,000; 1888, 5,800; 1889, 6,800. These fig- 
ures fairly represent his av erage purchases and impor. 
tations between 1880 and 1889. 

T entered the employ of John Ruszits at the age of 14. Since the 
age of 21 [have been familiar with every transaction 
connected with the business, and upon his death I suc- 
ceeded to its sole management. 

There are now employed in this house in the manufacture of fur 

articles about 140 men and women. If we were to lose 

Employés of firm. i z 
Result of loss of seal. the seal-skin industry, I do not know what would be- 
Jaren Mae come of the business as a whole. It would be very 
seriously crippled. I have signed the name “ Estate of John Ruszits,” 
the name under which the business is now carried on, to the annexed 
statement. I believe it to be correct in all respects. ‘With regard to 

—. . the approximate number of people stated to be em- 

Persons employed A Gee ec i a 2 : 
in the industry inthe Ployed in the seal-skin industry in the United States 
United States ssicce L will say this, that probably in the fall and winter a 
paragraph of Samuel greater number, while in summer fewer, are employed. 
Ullmann’s afidavit. "But T believe the number given to fairly represent the 
average number employed throughout the year. I agree with all that 
is said by Samuel Ullmann in the last paragraph or section of his affi- 
davit verified June 21 and hereto annexed. 


Experience. 


Emin J. STAKE. 


Sworn to before ine this 22d day of June, 1892. 
[L. 8. | S. STEINHEIMER, 
Notary Public, New York County, No. 529 Broadway, New York. 


Deposition of Hugo Jaeckel, head vee, of Asch & Jaeckel, furriers, New 
ork. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 
Hugo Jaeckel, being duly sworn, says: I am 44 years of age, a citizen 
eater: ‘of the United States and a resident of the city of New 
York. Iam the present owner of the business which, 
since the year 1878, has been carried on in the city of New York under 
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the name of Asch & Jaeckel. I have been in the fur business since I 
was 16 years old, and am now engaged in the wholesale manufacture of 
furs. I doa large business in fur-seal skins, and be- y 
tween 1885 and 1890 annually bought and imported gin'fom tes to 1890. 
into this country from London from 6,000 to 8,000 
dressed and dyed Alaska fur-seal skins, and a proportionate num- 
ber of fur-seal skins of the other principal catches. I have signed 
the name of Asch & Jaeckel to the annexed statement, which I have 
carefully read. I believe it to be in all respects ee 3 
20Tree also re: Q 9raoTre 1 x Jorroborates  afli- 
correct. I have also read the last paragraph in the qavitof Jos. Ullmann 
annexed affidavit of Samuel Ullmann, and agree with ¢ /.,and agrees with 

peice arein contai 1 Th is tr f Statements in last 
everything therein contained. e same is true of an paragraph of Samuel 
affidavit verified on the 21st day of June by William U!!mann’s. 
Wiepert, my present superintendent. 

HuGo JAECKEL. 


Sworn to before me this 22d day of June, 1892. 
[L. 8.| FREDERICK C. SCHMIDT, 
Notary Public, New York County. 


Deposition of Franklin L. Gunther, member of the firm of C. G. Gunther's 
Sons, furriers, New York. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF NEW YoRK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 

Franklin L. Gunther, being duly sworn, says: I am 39 years of age, 
a citizen of the United States and a resident of the city of New York. 
For the past twenty-three years I have been withthe __. 
firm of C. G. Gunther’s Sons, and in 1876 I beeame a — P*Petenee- 
member of it. This firm has been in existence and done business 
in the city of New York under names very similar to its present 
name since the year 1820; it has always carried on a wholesale and 
retail fur business. It was one of the first firms to introduce seal- 
skin garments into the United States, and since 1857 it has constantly 
been engaged in placing them upon the market. It has been in the 
habit of buying annually in London from 2,000 to 6,000... 

5 : a : : Skins imported by 
Alaska fur-seal skins, andithas handled very many more. firm annually. 
1 have signed the name of the firm to the annexed , Sorvropmates Stave: 
statement, which [ have carefully read, and believe to et ai. 
be in all respects correct. 
FRANKLIN L. GUNTHER. 
Sworn to before me this 22d day of June, 1892. 
[L. 8.] DaAn’L LA TOWER, 
Notary Public for Kings County. 
(Certificate on file in New York County.) 
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Deposition of C. G. Gunther’s Sons, furriers, New York. 


INDUSTRY—DECREASE OF ALASKAN HERD DUE TO DESTRUCTION 
OF FEMALES BY PELAGIC SEALERS. 


Relative to matter of depletion of seal herds of the Pribilof Islands, 
this most deplorable fact is due in our opinion in great part, if not en- 
tirely, to the action of sealers in the indiscriminate killing of these ani- 
mals while in transit to and from these islands for breeding pur- 
poses, the females being killed in much greater proportionate numbers, 
owing to their less aggressive nature and their being less able to es- 
cape. While on their way to these islands, the cow (female) Seal is in 
a condition of preguaney, the period of gestation ending shortly after 
their landing. If intercepted and killed while in this condition the loss is 
obvious. In our opinion unless stringent measures be 
adopted on the part of those having authority on 
waters adjacent to these islands and on all contiguous 
bodies, the fur-seal of Alaska will soon be exterminated and this valu- 
able industry, alike of great importance to the people of Europe and 
America, will have received its deathblow. 


Protection neces- 
gary. 


C. G. GUNTHER’S SONS. 
STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 

Franklin L. Gunther, being duly sworn, says that he is a member of 
the firm of C. G. Gunther's ‘Sons, furriers, of 184 Fifth avenue, New 
York; that the foregoing statement expresses the opinions of the’ mem- 
bers of said firm, and that same is true to the best of his knowledge and 
belief. 

FRANKLIN L. GUNTHER. 


Sworn to before me this 24th day of June, 1892. 
[SEAL. | DAN’L LA TOWER, 
Notary Public for Kings County. 
(Certificate on file in New York County.) 


Deposition of Samuel Ullmann, member of the firm of Joseph Ullmann, 
Jurriers, New York. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY.—PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 


Samuel Ullmann, being duly sworn, says: I am a member of the 
wholesale fur house which does business in the city of New York under 
the firm name of Joseph Ullmann, and am the person described in and 
who verified an affidavit on the 21tst day of June, 1892, relating to the 
value of the seal-skin industry in the United States, and other matters 
I have signed the name of Joseph Ullmann to the statement hereto 
annexed, which has been prepared from a careful examination of the 
books of the house of said Joseph Ullmann in the city of New York, 
and J know said statement to be correct and true in every respect. 
All of the seal skins therein referred to are of the class 
known as Northwest Coast skins. In this term I mean 
to comprise all skins taken in the Pacific Ocean or in 
the waters of Bering Sea. The skins in question were purchased at 


Northwest Coast 
skins. 
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Victoria, British Columbia, with the exception of 499, which were pur- 
chased in August, 1889, at San Francisco. Said books show the fol- 
lowing assortment of portions of these skins, respectively, 1,835 and 
1,076 in number, bought in May and June, 1885, together with the 
prices paid for eash grade per skin: 


May, 1888. 


SSoy Denil) Se MSCALSH emerson ana ee as. ase Ses cso Seems weeess ee $4. 57 
bolliWiest: Coast :SealSin= Ss seem essere ee e's ai. See cence Manet Seen Sac crs 5. 00 
LOZ Wrest Coastionay: pUupSmerree marine tate ety aimee ean as eat ble Sou 1.25 

QEWiest Cas thu sks sane aeeeeeateecr = aioe ae teen Bi ed 2. 50 


I 


—~ 


(§252. Wiest Coastised sae mma sere eres hereon sel= ssimal 2 Pei eos secs sleiei 5. 00 
Meera Wiest Coast oray pupsassseeser ses asset see fee Sects eee veel =) 1.00 
2aW est Coastipups see eee esc e ee 2 oe Sees Bee seis Sas ais Sei Seicin 2.50 

June, 1888. 
OSb SealiSkins Gos ascne pace eet woes scises bate eo scosievus biblsieseeee cae 4. 80 
US tSeallss iy. Soccer Os meee Sica St tas clk ye sj acaeiettio SS cleiniz 6. 00 
WOO) eae TOY hace otret ese Ododed e Aah AROS ene son BOAR Aer nen ee A aaa Meera 125 


The skins marked I. formed one lot and represented the catch of a 
single vessel. The same is true of the skins marked II. ‘The percent- 
age of gray pups contained in each of these lots, both of which were 
bought on assortment, is not an unusual one. I have for many years 
per sonally examined numerous shipments of Northwest Coast skins pur- 
chased at Vietoria. I have had such experience in handling fur-seal 
skins as enables me, readily in most cases, but always 
upon careful examination, to distinguish a female skin ,Horthwest Coast 
from a male skin, and I know it to be a fact that a very 3 
large proportion of the skins in such shipments are those taken from 
female animals. It is also true that a large number of skins in many of 
these shipments are rendered almost valueless through 
the numerous bullet holes which they contain, The 
house of Joseph Ullmann has, of late years, been one of the largest single 
buyers of seal skins at Victoria, and my knowledge and experience 
enable me to state that the prices paid by this house, as contained in 
the annexed statement, represent fairly the value of such skins at Vic- 
toria in each of the past five years. 

The rapid rise in the price paid for these skins in the years 1890 and 
1891 can only be explained through the sudden de- 
crease, which in the years 1890 and 1891, took place in 
the annual catch on the Pribilof Islands. As soon as it became known 
in the latter part of the summer of 1890 that only about 21,000 skins had 
been taken that year on the Pribilof Islands, the price of skins rose 
rapidly at Victoria; and reference to the annexed statement will show 
that while in June we had bought at less than $7 a skin, in September 
of the same year we purchased at $11 a skin, these September pur- 
chases having been made at my direction immediately after the receipt 
of the information concerning the reduced catch on the Pribilof Islands. 

Our Northwest Coast purchases of 1891 were made in open market. 
The still higher prices paid in that year were directly due to the so- 
called modus vivendi between the United States and Great Britain, 
whereby the Pribilof catch was reduced to 7,500 skins, and sealing in 
the waters of Bering Sea entirely prohibited. 


Bullet holes. 


Recentrise in price. 


SAMUEL ULLMANN. 
Sworn to before me this 21st day of June, 1892. 
[SEAL | GEORGE KISSINGER, Jr., 
Votary Public, City and County of New York, No. 99. 
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1887. 188 9—Continued. 
Number Number 
of seal Total Average of seal Average 
Month skins ae price Month. skins /|Total price.| price per 
pur- P ; per skin. pur- skin. 
chased. chased. 
IN ER eoecepecesoes 730 | $3,910. 00 $5.35 || August..-...... 499 | $3,507.75 $7. 03 
August.......... 57 | ~ _- 295. 00 5.17 || October: --....-.- 630 4, 882. 50 7.75 
October=-----5- == 4,706 | 27, 188.40 5. 76 
18ss. cacti 
a 1 a es 2,210 | 20,965.50 9. 48 
May ...---------- 1, 835 | $8, 237. 95 $4400 Tape eesnMe 613 | 5,332. 50 8. 69 
ING) cone ap oobooe 1, 076 4, 831. 40 4.49 TOUR eee 435 3. 031.50 6. 97 
September ....... 3,516 | 20, 208.75 5.75 September..---. 2,618 28 766. 00 10. 98 
October==---- 3, 686 20, 700. 74 5. 61 Ae eet ae 2,152 23, 672. 00 11. 00 
October: =--==-.-- 1,828 | 20, 605.80 11. 27 
ID oeatacaas 2,615 | 30,358. 90 11. 60 
1889 DOs Sasso see 1,366 | 16, 254.2 11.16 
ATI sas cctaecis 529 | $3, 236.00 $6. 12 
Maya c522 te cce ens 1, 992 18, 622. 20 6. 62 1891. 
PUNE Ls jose eeece 233 1, 440. 25 6.18 
dint Sasacqbedada 138 1, 069. 75 7.61 
JOR SS cE HOse 678 4, 860. 95 Feel Law eae Seocsdicecno 1,487 | 22, 232. 00 14, 95 
Dope ss seoerie. 24 150. 80 6. 28 10 essosenass 26 312. 00 12. 00 
IN RTE AS qaseee 1,137 | 7, 159.00 6250" || ehuly eee eee 105 | 1,715.00 16.33 
I 


Jos. ULLMANN. 


Statement referred to in annexed affidavit of Samuel UNmann. 
GEORGE KISSINGER, Jr., 
Notary Public. 


Deposition of Elkan Wassermann, furrier, San Francisco. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Elkan Wassermann, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
53 years of age. I reside in San Francisco, My occupation is that of 
a merchant. I have been engaged in buying furs for the last thirty 

years. I have examined and bought a great number 

Experience. of seal-fur skins during that time. Some were skins 

taken by hunters off the coast of California, and others 
from the coasts of British Columbia, Alaska, and Japan; and I have 
also bought skins from other dealers. Some were shot and some were 
speared. I have often conversed with the hunters relative to the per- 
centage of the loss of seals to those taken, and some 


EET ES tell me they get 1 out of 5 or 6. From my knowl- 
ary edge of the sealing business I am satisfied that the 


Seais will be entirely exterminated unless protected 
trom the indiscriminate pursuit in the waters that has been going on 
for the last few years. 

E. WASSERMANN. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 
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Deposition of William Wiepert, superintendent for Asch & Jaeckel, fur- 
riers, New York. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY, 


STATE OF NEw YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 

William Wiepert, being duly sworn, says: I am 47 years of age, a 
citizen of the United States, and a resident of the city of Brooklyn, 
State of New York. Iam, and have been for the last six years, the 
superintendent of the manufacturing department of 
the house of Asch & Jaeckel, which carries on a gen- 
eral wholesale fur business in the city of New York, and between 
the years of 1880 and 1886 I was the foreman of this establish- 
ment. Prior to 1880 I had already handled large numbers of fur- 
seal skins, and since the time when I entered the employ of Asch & 
Jaeckel I believe I have handled, assorted, and closely inspected at 
least 160,000 dressed and dyed fur-seal skins. During the past two 
years I have handled large numbers of northwest-coast skins (¢. ¢., 
skins of animals taken in the Pacific Ocean or in Be- 
ring Sea). Ihave assorted all of them, and in doing so ja ei eg 888 
have specially noticed the fact that a very large pro- 
portion were skins of female animals. To determine this fact in the 
case of dressed skins I see whether there are any teat holes. I never’ 
call a skin a feinale skin unless I can find two such holes on either side. 
These holes can be easily distinguished from bullet or buckshot holes, 
of which there are generally a great number in northwest-coast skins, 
In the case of a shot hole it is always evident that the 
surrounding fur has been abruptly cut off, while around iO mem Pallet 
the edge of a teat hole the fur gradually shortens as it 
reaches the edge and naturally ceases to grow at the edge. 

I have just looked over an original case of ninety 
dressed and dyed northwest-coast fur-seal skins, which 
have been lately received from London, and were still 
under seals placed on them in London. I found that of these ninety 
skins nine only were those of male animals. 


Experience. 


Ninety per cent fe- 
males. 


WILLIAM WIEPERT. 


Sworn to before me this 22d day of June, 1892. __ 
[SEAL. | FREDERICK C, SCHMIDT, 
Notary Public, New York County. 


Deposition of C. A. Williams, head of the firm of C. A. Williams & Co. 
and member of the Alaska Commercial Company. 


PELAGIC SEALING. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 
C. A, Williams, being duly sworn, says that he is a 
citizen of the United States and a resident of the city Roel seal ee 
of New London, in the State of Connecticut, and is 63 ener 
years of age. 
First. That he was a member of the firm of Wil- 


° 5 > Experience. 
liams & Haven, whose business has of late been carried : 
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on by him under the firm name of C. A. Williams & Co.; that said firms 
have been and the latter still is engaged in the whaling and seal hunt- 
ing business, and prior to the formation of said firm of Williams & 
Haven, upwards of forty years ago, the same business was carried on 
by deponent’s father and grandfather, from the beginning of this cen- 
tury. That during the time said business has been in deponent’s hands 
he has employed upwards of twenty-five vessels in the sealing business 
and has had as many as eight or ten vessels at one time engaged in 
that business. That deponent’s vessels have taken 

Geel sources of seals during the last forty years from the North Pacific, 
Cape of Good Hope, Cape Horn, South Shetland 

Islands, South Georgia, Crozetts, Desolation Islands, Sandwich Land, 
and Gough Island. That immediately after the cession of Russian 
America to the United States, deponent dispatched the American bark 
Peru to the Bering Sea from Honolulu (where deponent at that time 
had for some years been residing), for the purpose of investigating the 
possibilities of seal fishing in that locality. That about the year 1870 
deponent was associated with several other gentlemen 
eormation of Alas: in forming the Alaska Commercial Company, which 
pany. company obtained,in the year 1870, a lease from the 
United States Government for a period of twenty years 

of the right to take seals on the Pribilof Islands, in the Bering Sea; 
those islands consisting of islands St. Paul, St. George, and Walrus 
Island. At the expiration of the said lease, in 1890, the United States 
Government invited bids for a lease for a second period of twenty 
years, and a lease was given to the North American Commercial Com- 
pany, and in this company deponent has never had any interest. That 
during the whole of the period which deponent has been engaged in 
this business it has had his close attention. Deponent has talked at 
great length with the captains of his various ships, most of whom are 
now no longer living, and with officers of the Alaska Commercial Com- 
pany; he has also inspected many thousands of skins of seals caught by 
his vessels, and has also seen many thousands of skins in the ware- 
houses of C. M. Lampson & Co., in London. The members of that 
firm at the present time are Sir George Lampson, Emil Teichman, Nor- 
man Lampson, and Alfred Fraser. The firm of C. M. Lampson & Co. 
receive, handle, and sell a very much larger number of seal skins than 
all the other houses in the world together. The whole catch of the 
Alaska Commercial Company was annually consigned to that firm for 
sale at public auction in the city of London, and much 

Lampson & Co.. the the larger proportion of all the other catches that have 


consignees of lessees 
of Pribilof and Rus- been made by deponent’s vessels in other parts of the 
acne and of world have likewise been consigned to them; and the 
present lessees of the Pribilof Islands, deponent under- 
stands, still consign their catches to them, as do the Russian Seal 
Skin Company, who are the lessees of the Russian Islands in the Bering 
Sea, known as the Commander Islands. 
a Second. Deponent’s views as to the history of the 
BS ce htc sealing business down to the year 1887 are best set 
set forth in statement forth in a statement prepared by him personally, and 
gress. submitted to a committee of Congress on merchant 
marine, hereto annexed and marked A. Before sub- 
mitting that statement to the committee, deponent submitted it to the 
firm of C. M. Lampson & Co., of London, who have been his correspond- 
ents, and in reply received from them a letter, the original of which 
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deponent now has, and a copy of which is hereto annexed and marked 
B. Deponent thinks no modification of the statements made in those 
two communications is necessary in the light of subsequent events, ex- 
cepting in respect tothe prediction of the Russian authorities thatin con- 
sequence of the reckless and indiscriminate killing of seals by the Ameri- 
cans, the Pribilof herd would emigrate to the Russian Islands. That 
prediction has not been verified. Thereisno intermingling of the herds, 
and the skins of the two herds of the Pribilof and 

Commander Islands may be so readily distinguished Alaskan and Rus- 
from each other that an expert would have no dfficulty féuninae. ©? "°° 
in at once throwing out from the catch taken on the 

Commander Islands any skins of the Pribilof herd, and vice versa; 
and deponant understands from persons who have had g.5. or the herd 
long experience in the examination of the living ani- readily distinguish- 
mals that the two herds so differ as to belong to sepa- *”*: 

rate species of the same genus, and can readily be distinguished from 
each other. 

Third. Deponent further says that, commercially speaking, the seal 
skins now coming upon the markets of the world are 
obtained principally from three catches, known as the | Ee nu scanveanc 
Copper, the Alaska, and the Northwest catches. The ““Gdpper skins. 
first includes the skins taken by the Russian Sealskin 
Company from the islands of Copper and Bering, known as the Com- 
mander Islands; also from Robben Island in the Ohkotsk Sea. The 
Robben Island skins differ from those of the Com- 
mander Islands. The Alaska catch includes the seals 
killed upon the Pribilof Islands by the lessees of the United States, 
and the Northwest catch includes the seals caught in 
the open Pacific and Bering Sea, exclusively, by what 
are known as poaching vessels, and are distinguished from the Alaska 
catch by the fact that they are all pierced by bullet, buckshot, or spear, 
and are almost all females; and the skins of these three catches, as 
deponent has before stated, are readily distinguishable from each other 
and are well recognized in the trade as distinguishable from each other 
and the differences between are clearly evidenced in the different prices 
which have always been obtained for the seal skins of the three catches ; 
for instance, the skins of the Alaska catch now com- d j 
mand and have always commanded by 20 or 30 per ,fiigherbrice of 
cent a better price than skins of the same size from the 
Copper catch; and chis difference is also recognized by the Russian 
Government, who lease the privilege of catching upon the Commander 
Islands upon terms 25 per cent less than the terms exacted by the 
United States for the lease catch upon the Pribilof Islands. 

Fourth. Deponent further says that the skins of the Northwest catch 
are almost entirely the skins of females. That the 
skins of males and the skins of females may be as 
readily distinguished from each other as the skins of 
the different sexes of any other animals, when seen before being dyed 
and dressed, and that the reason why the skins of this 
catch are almost exclusively females is that the male 
seal is much more active and much more able to escape from the boats 
engaged in this manner of hunting than the female seal, and that a 
large number of the female seals included in the Northwest catch are 
of animals heavy with young. A large number of females are also 
caught on their way from and to the Pribilof Islands and their feeding 


Alaska skins. 


Northwest skins. 


Northwest catch 
mostly females. 
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grounds before and after the delivery of their young on those islands. 
Deponent is of the opinion that in addition to the seals 
actually caught a very large number are killed and not 
caught; and he bases this opinion upon the declaration to him of large 
numbers of persons engaged in pelagic sealing. He is not able to 
state accurately what that proportion is, but considers that two-fifths 
would be a very conservative estimate; that is, of the 
total number killed three-fifths are secured and two- 
fifths lost. The method of sealing by the poaching vessels, that is, of 
shooting the seal from boats and catching them in the open water and 

then salting them down on the vessels, affords another 
for Northecteking @Xplanation of the difference in the prices obtained for 

the skins of the Northwest and the other catches. 
That is, nearly all of the skins of the Northwest catch are in the first 
place marked with bullet or buckshot holes, and, in the second place, 
the curing being done on the vessels, where there are no proper facili- 
ties for such curing, the skins are inferior to those cured on the islands, 
where such facilities exist. 

Fifth. Deponent, by reason of his experience in the business, his ob- 
servation, conversations with those physically engaged in catching and 
curing skins, and the custody of herds on the islands, feels justified in 
expressing the opinion that the numbers of the seal herds have, since 
the introduction of the open-sea sealing on a large 
scale, suffered serious diminution. The killing of large 
numbers of females heavy with young can not, in deponent’s knowledge, 
but have that effect; and the killing of females shortly after the delivery 
of their young can not but have the effect of causing the death of their 
offspring through lack of nourishment; and deponent is of the opinion 

that if no restriction be imposed upon such indiscrimi- 

pees neces’ nate killing as has been going on in Bering Sea and 

the North Pacifie since the year 1885 by the poachers, 

the sealing industries of the North Pacific will follow the course of 

those industries that formerly existed in the southern seas; and that 

there is only a measurable time, say at the outside five years, when, if 

the present condition of things continues, the seals of Bering Sea will 
be as extinct as the seals of south sea islands. 

Deponent says that the most complete protection to the herds would be 

Ang aq, the absolute prohibition of open-sea hunting; but that 

Absolute prohibi- . ier ee 5 : 

tion the best protec. 1t may be sufficient protection for the herds in the 
on North Pacific if a close season can be arranged for all 
the seal north of the fiftieth parallel, north latitude, and 
west of the one hundred and fiftieth degree of west 
longitude from the 1st day of May to the Ist day of 
November. Deponent regards it as important that the seal herd should 
be protected as above indicated in the North Pacific, as otherwise they 
will be exterminated, even if sealing be prohibited in the Bering 
Sea. 

Sixth. Deponent further says that the number of persons who are 

Pee a oer engaged in the handling, dressin g, and dyeing of seal 
the industry inGreat SkinS in Great Britain is about 2,000, many of whom 
Britain and theUmted are expert workmen and receive high wages; and the 
; number in the United States is about 300. The num- 

ber of persons engaged upon the poaching vessels is about 10 to each 
vessel, and a considerable number of the persons engaged upon the 
Canadian sealers are American citizens. 


Waste of life. 


Forty per cent lost. 


Decrease of seals. 
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The amount of revenue derived by the United States from the Alaska 
catch can be estimated from the following figures, care- fp # 

i oF tevenue derived by 
fully compiled by deponent, from 1872 to 1887, inclu- United States from 
sive: Alaska catch. 

The total number of skins dressed and dyed in London and shipped 
to the United States during those sixteen years, WaS ging aressed and 
825,000. The value of the same was £3,253,941, which dyed in London and 
at exchange of $4.80 would produce $15,618,916; the Sipe teeta 
duty upon which at 20 per cent ad valorem would be 
$3,123,783. The average duty per annum is $195,236. The average 
rental received by the Government and tax during these years from 
the Alaska Commercial Company was $317,500, making a total aver- 
age to the United States from the Alaska seal skins of $512,736; and 
the total during the sixteen years above noted of $8,203,7 776, all of 
which, as deponent believes, will be lost to the United States in the 
future if the destruction is not prohibited. Deponent believes and says 
that if unrestricted pelagic sealing be allowed tocon- 5.4 of unre- 
tinue throughout the whole of Bering Sea, not only stricted pelagic seal- 
will the United States Government soon be pO CDELY ed ims- 
of a considerable annual revenue, and over 2,000 English workmen of 
skilled employment, of which they now have a pr actical monopoly, but 
a portion of the civilized world will hereafter be deprived of a useful 
and valuable fur-bearing animal; and a great and irreparable injury 
will thus be done to various legitimate industries which have been built 
up by the authorized lessees of Russia and the United States and the 
firm of C. M. Lampson & Co., which industries are confined to one lo- 
eality and which if fostered promis se to continue in existence for an in- 
definite length of time; while in return for such injury there will be 
only a comparatively slight benefit of a few years’ duration to acom- 
paratively small number of men. 

The deponent resided in the Hawaiian Islands for a period of twenty 
years during the time his firm was engaged in whaling 
and sealing as above stated; during that time he was 
brought in contact with many masters of vessels and other seafaring 
men, “who made frequent voyages between the Hawaiian Islands and 
Puget Sound, and he learned from them that during the months of No- 
vember and Dec ember they occasionally encounter ed schools or “ pods” 
of seals moving from north towards the lower coast of California; he 
himself in-one of his voyages in the month of November saw such 
“nods;” and from these facts and his knowledge of the habits of the 
seals which fr equent and have their home on the Pribilof Islands, heis 
satisfied that the herd of said islands confine their migration to the 
waters of the American side of the ocean, and that sien they leave 
the islands they go through the passes of the Aleutian Islands to the 
coast of southern California and thence along up the coast again to the 
Pribilof Islands. 

The deponent was for more than ten years previous to the sale and 
transfer of Alaska to the United States engaged in whale fishing in 
the North Pacific and Arctic Oceans, employing quite a number of 
vessels each year in that business; that these vessels 

Sealing forbidden 
were permitted by the Russian Government to freely by Russia in Bering 
enter and pass through Bering Sea in pursuit of Se before 1867. 
whales, but it was known to the masters of the deponent’s vessels that 
the Russian Government did not permit the taking of seals in any of 
the waters of Bering Sea, and the deponent was informed by the 
masters of his vessels and by others who resorted to Bering Sea dur- 


Migration. 
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ing the Russian occupation of Alaska that no taking of seals in the 
waters of said sea was attempted or permitted. 
A statement is attached hereto, prepared by deponent, giving his esti- 
Estimate of females Mate of the number of female seals killed by pelagic 
=e by ah sie hunting in the past twenty-one years. 
years. C. A. WILLIAMS. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, this 2d day of April, 1892. 
[L. 8.] JNO. J. COOK, 
Notary Public. 


EXnHIsit A. 


Statements and statistics relative to the fur-seal fishery. 
[Submitted to committee of Congress on merchant marine and fisheries, 1888.] 


Examination of the earliest records of the fur-seal fishery shows that 
; from the date of man’s recognition of the value of the 
pulang Pursuitofthe fur the pursuit of the animal bearing it has been un- 
ceasing and relentless. Save in the few instances to 
be noted hereafter, where governments have interposed for the purpose 
of protecting seal life, having in view benefits to accrue in the future, 
ORY the animal has been wantonly slaughtered with no re- 
Pia ea gard for age, sex, or condition. The mature male, the 
female heavy with young, the pup, dependent for life on 
the mother, each and all have been indiscriminately killed or left to 
die of want. Thiscruel and useless butchery has resulted in complete 
extermination of the fur-seal from localities which were once frequented 
by millions of the species; and, so far as these localities are concerned, 
has obliterated an industry which a little more enlightened selfishness 
might have preserved in perpetuity to the great benefit of all ranks of 
civilized society. Nothing less than stringent laws, 
ernment necescurg.” With will power to enforce them against all violators, 
can preserve for man’s benefit the remnant of a race 
of animals so interesting and so useful. 
The most valuable “‘rookery” or breeding place of these animals 
ae : ever known to man is now in the possession of the 
e most valuable 5 as : s bs C = 
rookery is in posses) United States. How it has been cared for in former 
sion of the United years, and brought to its present state of value of 
Its preservationthe USefulness, will be shown later on. But the matter 
question. of its preservation and perpetuation intact is the im- 
portant question of the moment, and that this question may be consid- 
ered intelligently the evidence is here presented of the 
nog sttuctionof other wanton destruction that has befallen these animals 
when left unprotected by the law to man’s greed and 
selfishness, which, it is fair to say, is all that could be expected from 
the unlicensed hunter, whose nature seeks individual and immediate 
gain, with no regard for a future in which he has no assurance of per- 
sonal advantage. 
The following statistics are gathered from the journals of early navi- 
gators, and such commercial records as are now available are sub- 
mitted: 


KERGUELEN LAND. 


An island in southern Indian Ocean discovered about 1772. The 
shores of this island were teeming with fur-seal when 


Kerguelen Land. i+ first became known. Between the date of its dis- 
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covery and the year 1800 over 1,200,000 seal skins were taken by the 
British vessels from the island, and seal life thereon was exterminated. 


CROZETTS. 


The Crozett Islands, in same ocean and not far distant, were also 
visited and hunted over and the seal life there was 
totally exhausted. 


Crozett Island. 


MASAFUERO, 


An island in southern Pacific Ocean, latitude 38° 48’ §., longitude 
80° 34’ W., came next in order of discovery, and from 
its shores in a few years were gathered and shipped 
1,200,000 fur-seal skins. 

Delano, chapter 17, page 306, says of Masafuero: “When the Ameri- 
cans came to this place in 1797 and began to make a business of killing 
seals there is no doubt but there were 2,000,000 or 3,000,000 of them on 
the island. I have made an estimate of more than 5,000,000 that have 
been carried to Canton from thence in the space of seven years. I have 
carried more than 100,000 myself and have been at the place when there 
were the people of fourteen ships or vessels on the island at one time 
killing seals.” 


Masafuero Island. 


SOUTH SHETLANDS. 


In 1821~23 the South Shetland Islands, a group nearly south from 
Cape Horn, became known to the seal-hunters, and in ; 
two years over 320,000 seals were killed and their skins ,,Squth Shetland Is- 
shipped from these islands. 


SOUTH GEORGIA, 


Later still seal were found on the island of South Georgia, South 
Atlantic Ocean, and from this locality was obtained 
over 1,000,000 of fur-seal, leaving the beaches bare of South Georgia Is- 
seal life. 
CAPE HORN. 


From the coasts of South America and about Cape Horn many thou- 
sands of fur-seal have been taken, and of the life once 
so prolific there nothing is now left save such remnants 
of former herds as shelter on rocks and inlets almost inaccessible to the 
most daring hunter. 

This record shows the nearly complete destruction of these valuable 
animals in southern seas. Properly protected, Kerguelan Land, Mas- 
fuero, the Shetlands, and South Georgia might have been hives of 
industry, producing vast wealth, training schools for hardy seamen, 
and furnishing employment for tens of thousands in the world’s markets 
where skins are dressed, prepared, and distributed. But the localities 
were no man’s land, and no man eared for them or their products 
save as through destruction they could be transmitted into a passing 
profit. 

The skins from the localities mentioned were marketed mainly in 
China, as exchange for silks, teas, ete.; a portion went aa oper ee 
to Europe, and in France and England were manufac- skins. a 
tured into caps, gloves, and other small articles, being 
simply unhaired and dressed. Their commercial value in China was 


Cape Horn. 
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about $5 per skin for first class, and something less in Europe. But 
Delano, chapter 11, page 197, says: ‘‘ Having agreed for a freight, 
Captain Stuart ordered his ship to Canton; he sold his cargo of seals, 
38,000, for only $16,000, so reduced was the price of this article.” There 
was no regular market established for them, and, under the condi- 
tions of their taking, there could be none; for at one time there would 
be a vast oversupply, while at another skins would be unattainable, 
and always the assurance that however plentiful might be the supply 
for a season the end was not distant, for utter destruction was the rule 
of capture, and no reproduction was possible. Capital could not under- 
take to develop such a trade, for the end was in sight from the begin- 
ning. 

In 1872, fifty years after the slaughter at the Shetland Islands, the 
localities before mentioned were all revisited by 
another generation of hunters, and in the sixteen years 
that have elapsed they have searched every beach and 
gleaned from every rock known to their predecessors, and found a few 
secluded and inhospitable places before unknown, and the net result 
of all their toil and daring for the years scarcely amounts to 45,000 
skins, and now not even a remnant remains save on the rocks off the 
pitch of Cape Horn. The last vessel at South Shetlands this year of 
1888, after hunting all the group, found only 35 skins, and the last 
at Kerguelan Land only 61, including pups. So in wretched waste 
and wanton destruction has gone out forever from the 
southern seas a race of animals useful to man, and a 
possible industry connected with them, and it is plain that without the 
aid of law to guide and control no other result could have been ex- 
pected or attained. 

The seal life of to-day available for commercial purposes is centered 

Present sources of in three localities: > : 
supply. Lobos Is- (1) The Lobos Islands, situated in the mouth of the 
Eas: river La Plata, owned and controlled by the Uruguay 

tepublic and by that Government leased to private parties for the sum 
of $6,000 per annum and some stipulated charges. The annual prod- 
uct in skins is about 12,000. 

The skins are of rather inferior quality. Insufficient restrictions are 
placed upon the lessees in regard to the number of skins permitted to 
be taken annually, consequently there is some waste of life; neverthe- 
less, the measure of protection allowed has insured the preservation of 
the ‘‘ rookery,” and will continue so to do. 

(2) Kommandorski Couplet, which consists of the islands of Copper 

; and Bering, near the coast of Kamchatka, in that por- 

apgmmander Is- tion of Bering Sea pertaining to Russia. These islands 

yield about 40,000 skins per annum of good quality, and 

are guarded by carefully restrictive rules as to the killing of seal, an- 

alogous to the statutes of the United States relative to the same sub- 
ject. 

The right to take seals upon them is leased by the Russian Govern- 

Aaah Ne ate ment to an association of American citizens, who 
Government to Alas. 2lso hold the lease of the islands belonging to the 
ka Commercial Com- United States, and are thus enabled to control and 
reo direct the business in fur-seal skins for the common 
advantage and benefit of all parties in interest. These islands can 
hardly be said to have been ‘‘worked” at all for salted seal skins » 
prior to the cession of Alaska by Russia to the United States, and the 
United States Government now profits by the industry to the extent 


Revisit to those re- 
gions. 


Seals exterminated. 
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of the duty of 20 per cent collected on the ‘‘ dressed skins” returned to 
this country from the London market. From 1873 to 1887, inclusive, 
this return has been 121,275 skins. 

(3) The Pribilof group consists of the islands of St. Paul and St. 
George, and is a Government reservation in that part 
of Bering Sea ceded to the United States by Russia, 
together with and a part of Alaska. So exhaustive an account of 
these islands and their seal life has been given by Mr. H. W. Elliott, 
special agent of Treasury Department in 1874, and since intimately 
connected with the Smithsonian Institution, which account has been 
made a part of Tenth Census Report, that it would be intrusive here 
to attempt to supplement aught, and therefore only generalizations 
based on said report and such statements of life and procedure on the 
islands to-day are presented as may be pertinent in this connection. 

These islands are places of annual resort for the largest herd of fur- 
seal the world has ever known, and the only one of 
great importance now existing. After most careful ex- 
amination, Mr. Elliott estimated their numbers at over 4,500,000. After 
a thorough study of the influences which act for or against the increase 
or diminution of the life of this vast body, taking into account the kill- 
ing of 100,000 annually for their skins, Mr. Elliott says: “TI have no 
hesitation in saying quite confidently that under the present rules and 
regulations governing the sealing interest on these islands, the increase 
or the diminution of the life will amount to nothing; that the seals will 
continue for all time about the same number and condition.” It 20es 
without saying that if new influences for destruction are brought in, 
seal life would be diminished in proportion to the effectiveness of said 
influences. 

It is safe to say that these animals are all United States property, 
and having been born on United States soil and reared 
in United States waters in the twenty-one years that ,),0nerty of the 
have elapsed since the cession of Alaska by Russia, va 
and having the instinct of regular return to their home, which accords 
them a status in law, they would seem to be entitled to the protection 
of their Government while they are in the acknowledged boundaries 
of their country. 

The right to take 100,000 seal skins annually from these islands, under 
certain stipulated restrictions, is leased by the Govern- Lease to Alaska 
ment of the United States to an associationof American Commercial Com- 
citizens known as the Alaska Commercial Company. 

The company pays a rental of $55,000 per annum and = Terms ef. 

$2.62 per skin, atotal of $317,500 per annum, for thisright. They arealso 
obligated to a certain care of the Aleuts inhabiting the islands and to 
a partial provision for their needs, both mental and physical. 

They pay to these Aleuts 40 cents per skin or $40,000 per annum 
for their services in taking the skins. They have also 
built for them a church and school-house, and maintain ,,M@nagement; pay 
teachers and physicians on the islands. 

At the time of the cession of Alaska to the United States these people 
were living in huts, or more properly holes in the ground, 
and had no ambitions or aspirations beyond supporting ,,mpreved condition 
their daily existence in a painful and laborious way. pW bets 
Now they are living in frame houses provided for them by the company, 
and have accumulated savings, invested in United States bonds in San 
Francisco, amounting on August 1, 1887, to $94,128.28, It is safe to say 
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that no laboring men within the boundaries of the United States are 
better paid or better cared for. 

As to the manner in which the 100,000 seals, which furnish the an- 
nual quota of skins, are taken, Mr. Elliot says: “ By 
reference to the habits of the fur-seal it is plain that two- 
thirds of all the males that are born (and they are equal in number to 
the females born) are never permitted by the remaining third, strongest 
by natural selection, to land upon the same ground with the females, 
which always herd together en masse. Therefore, this great band of 
bachelor seals, or ‘ hollus chickie,’ is compelled, when it visits land, to 
live apart entirely, miles away frequently, from the breeding grounds, 
and in this admirably perfect manner of nature are those seals which 
ean be properly killed without injury to the rookeries selected and 
held aside so that the natives can visit and take them, as they would so 
many hogs, without disturbing in the slightest degree the peace and 
quiet of the breeding grounds “where the stock is per rpetuated.” 

In this connection it is proper to note that the Company are not al- 

lowed to take any seal in the water nor to make any use 
ree Csttictions on the of firearms in their capture. And it will at once be 
essees. 5 ; 
perceived that if the seal in Bering Sea are harassed 
and captured by means of firearms, spears, or drag- nets the routine of 
their lives is interfered with, their habits broken up, 
soe en’? Of females with young killed, and such general disturb- 
ance caused that those not slaughtered. will seek other 
hauling places and the United States thus lose “their sole source of in- 
come from Alaska, as well as the control they now enjoy of a valuable 
trade, and the impoverished Aleuts, who have no other means of gain 
open to them, would become a burden on the nation instead of being 
the self-supporting and self-respecting citizens they 
signe of marion sf Now are. Indeed, it was predicted by Russian au- 
Pribilof herd toCom- thorities conver sant with seal life, at the time of the 
ea cession of the territory, that the reckless and indis- 
criminate killing of seal by the Americans would soon drive the Pribilof 
herd to the Russian islands, and that thus they (the Russians) would re- 
gain and retain all that was most valuable in the ceded territory. But 
the wisdom of Congress, appreciating the value of the islands as seal 
rookeries, was Shown by legislative acts protecting the animal and by 
leasing the right to take skins under restrictions to a responsible asso- 
ciation of American citizens, with the result that at the expiration of a 
twenty years’ lease the United States Government will, from its pro- 
ceeds, be fully reimbursed for the outlay for the pur- 
meet of govern chase of the entire Territory of Alaska, and will also 
protection. : 
have its herd of seals intact, provided the Government 
will protect the seal in Bering Sea against unlicensed hunters and 
foreign marauders. 

Immediately upon commencing operations under the lease it was 
apparent that the interests of the Government and those of the Company 
were so intimately interwoven that a policy of entire good faith between 
the contracting parties was the only one that could be pursued, and 
so well has this relation been sustained in the eighteen years elapsed 

since the lease was made that no word of complaint has 

Compliance by les- 
sees with terms of ever been uttered on the part of the Government against 
ae the company, and no complaint of improper action that 
has been made by parties inimical to the Company has been in the least 
degree sustained, though twice, because of misrepresentation, the Com- 
pany has been subjected to most rigorous investigation by committees of 
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Congress. The Company has received just consideration at the hands of 
the Government, and though they have suffered to some extent from 
complications of a political character, arising from the improper acts of 
crews of foreign and domestic vessels, who, in contravention of the laws 
of the United States, have entered upon the waters of the Territory and 
slaughtered maliciously the seals, yet they feel assured 

that the Government will so assert and maintain its — Lesseesfeel assured 
rights and authority that no cause of complaint will che Gan Ob their 
continue to exist. 

Under Russian rule there were many years of faulty management, 
and at one time much danger of extermination of seal life at these 
islands, but in time the Company came to regard seal life with so good 
an eye to preservation and perpetuation that their rules and regula- 
tions in regard to these points are still in force on the islands; but, 
while they permitted free navigation throughout Bering Sea, they sternly 
prohibited any interference with seal life in the waters thereof, and so 
the United States Government will be forced to do if it would preserve 
and perpetuate its present splendid property. 

Until about 1853 the skins shipped by the Russian American Com- 
pany from these islands, over which they had absolute 
contro), up till the time of the cession to the United | Howskins were pre- 

: : E pared by the Russian 
States, went forward in the parchment (or dried) state American Company. 
at the rate of about 20,000 per annum. About 1853 a 
small trial shipment of salted skins was shipped in the hands of Messrs. 
J. M. Oppenheim & Co., London, who had for many 
years previous been the leading firm who unhaired and 
dressed fur-seals from Lobos Islands, Cape of Good 
Hope, etc. The first experience with salted Alaskas proved a failure, 
the skins not having been properly cured; by degrees, however, the 
skins came forward in better condition, and in the year 1858 Messrs. 
Oppenheim contracted with the Russian American Company for an an- 
nual supply of from 10,000 to 12,000 salted fur-seals at 10s. 10d. per 
skin, delivered in London. This quantity was increased about the year 
1864 to 20,060 per annum, the contract remaining in force until the time 
when the territory was handed over to the United States Government. 
In addition to the salted fur-seals, Messrs. Oppenheim received annu- 
ally from the Russian American Company about 10,000 parchment fur- 
seal at a price materially below that of the salted skins. Messrs. Op- 
penheim shipped to the United States the first dressed and dyed 
Alaska seals about 1860, but their shipments only amounted to a few 
thousand skins per annum until 1865. From that year until 1572, when 
this firm was liquidated, the quantity shipped by them increased from 
2,000 to 3,000 per annum to probably 10,000 skins. 

Such was the state of the trade in fur-seal skins at the time of the 

lease by the United States Government to the Alaska | ., — 
a3 : ag Ee me er State of  sealskin 
Commercial Company. Skins were of low value; there trade at time of lease 
were no regular open sales; the dressing and dyeing (,AMskt Commercial 
were badly done, and the net result of sales was insuf- 
ficient to meet the rental, tax, and charges imposed by the Government 
on the lessees at the date of the issue of the lease. The company 
undertook the building up of this business by the intro- — paprovea methods 
duction of method and system on the islands in the introduced by the 
place of the loose and careless management, by care- hii 
ful selection of skins and great attention to the curing of them and by 
guaranteeing regular supply as to quantity and quality to the London 
market. They were most ably seconded in their efforts by the London 
2716—VOL IL 35 
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house of C. M. Lampson & Co., to whom the skins were consigned, and 
to the critical acquaintance with value of furs, to the sound judgment 
and unsurpassed business ability of the then ‘head of that house; and 
to the confidence assured to the buyers by his name in connection with 
the sales the success of the undertaking in London is largely due. Up 
to the time that this company was formed the dress- 
pee wistancerendered ing of seal was efficiently done only by the firm of Op- 
»y Lampson & Co., On. 46 3 2 
Oppenheim & Co., penheim & Co., but on their liquidation there was great 
ane Teich danger that the business would fall into weak hands 
and be so badly done as to render the manufactured 
fur-sealunpopular. Realizing this fact, Messrs. Lampson & Co. stepped 
in and by liberal inducements led Messrs. Martin & Teichmann to 
carry on the Alaska factory. 

After a series of difficulties, such as strikes and trouble with the 
work people, who were determined that no more or 
better work should be done than of old, this factory has 
gradually succeeded, by continual improvement, in rendering the 
dressing and dyeing, formerly a most uncertain undertaking, a 
thoroughly reliable process. These efforts on the island and in 
London combined largely account for the measure of success the 
company has attained. In addition, however, large 
expenditure has been necessary in all the European 
centers to keep the article before the public and in their favor. The 
laws of trade take these skins to London for market. Two public sales 
are held each year, usually in March and November. 
At these sales attend buyers from Russia, Germany, 
France, England, and America. The company sells the entire stock on 
hand at each occasion, and has no further connection with the skins. 
Its rule is to meet the market, and it buys no skins for account, nor has 
it any interest in the dressing and dyeing. That this work is done so 

; __. largely in London is the choice of the buyers, and as 

ondon the princi- 5 3 ; o 
pal place of dressing More than half of the Alaska skins sold in London are 
and yelng returned as dressed skins to America, the United 
States Government adds to its revenue from the seal islands by the 

PUREE bond collection of 20 per cent duty on the valuation of this 
States on imported return. It is estimated that 75,000 dressed and dyed 
skins. skins were shipped from London to New York in 1887. 
To the intelligent inquirer as to the value of the system now in opera- 

tion for handling and disposing of the annual quota of 

The Government ; 5 : : 
could not carryonthe Skins from the seal islands, no doubt can remain that 
bees oe killingon it is the best, indeed the only one possible to pursue 

with success. The Government itself could not enter 
into business and follow details either with propriety or hope of profit. 

To open the sea and the rookeries to the taking of seal by any who 

choose to seek them would be simply to surrender the 

Unrestricted pe- : ; 

lagic sealing would herd to destruction. Buta danger menaces the system 
destroy the herd. and the seals which the Government alone can avert, 
viz, the intr usion of foreign vessels with armed crews in the waters of 
Bering Sea, with intent to kill seal in the water between the Aleutian 
chain “of islands and the Pribilof group. In this water the seal rest 
and sport after their long migration; ‘here the females, heavy with 
young, slowly nearing the land, sleep soundly at sea by intervals, 
reluctant to haul out ‘of the cool water upon the rookeries until the 

day and the hour which limits the period of gestation ;” 
Paes ve here, with gun and spear and drag net, these maraud- 

ers desire to reap their harvest of destruction aud for 
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their selfish greed exterminate the animal which now, under the wise 
policy of Congress, plays so important a part in the economy and distri- 
bution of commerce. Three years of open sea would suffice in these 
waters to repeat the story of the southern ocean and the fur-seal would 
be of the past, and a valuable industry would be obliterated forever. 
Let the sea be open to all commerce that harbors no evil intent, but 
protect the seal life that swims in its waters and “hauls” on its shores. 

Let the sea be as free as the wind to all legitimate commerce, but 
protect the unique possession of seal life that harms none and benefits 
thousands. 

C. A. WILLIAMS. 


ExuibBit B. 
[From C. M. Lampson & Co. to C. A. Williams, August 22, 1889.] 


LonpDoN, 64 QUEEN STREET, E. C., 
August 22, 1888. 

DEAR Str: We beg to acknowledge receipt of your favor of the 
10th instant, inclosing draft of a paper to be submitted to Congress on 
merchant marine and fisheries. 

We have read the paper with a great deal of interest and consider 
that it places the matter in a thoroughly impartial way 
before its readers. It has been so carefully prepared Sees MO Le 
and goes into all details so fully that we can add but a eta Conodecat | 
little to it. There are, however, one or two points to 
which we beg to draw your attention, and which you will find marked 
in red ink on the paper. 

When speaking of the supply of fur-seal skins we 
would suggest mentioning the following localities: 

(1) Cape of Good Hope.—From some islands off this cape, under the 
protection of the Cape Government, a yearly supply of from 5,000 to 
8,000 skins is derived. All these skins come to the Lon- 
don market, part of them being sold at public auction, 
the remainder being dressed and dyed for account of the owners. 

(2) Japan.—The supply from this source has varied very much of late 
years, amounting sometimes to 15,000 skins a year, at 
others to only 5,000. Last year, we understand, the 
Japanese Government passed stringent laws prohibit- 
ing the killing and importation of seals, with the view 
of protecting seal life and encouraging rookeries, and 
the consequence has been that this year very few skins have come for- 
ward, 

(3) Vancouvers Island.—For many years past, indeed long before the 
formation of the Alaska Company, regular supplies of 
fur-seals in the salted and parchment state have come 
to the London market, killed mostly off Cape Flattery. The quantity, 
we should say, has averaged at least 10,000 per annum. This catch 
takes place in the months of March and April, and we believe that the 
animals from which these skins are derived are the females of the 
Alaska seals, just the same as those caught in the Bering Sea. 

Had this quantity been materially increased we feel sure that the 
breeding on the Pribilof Islands would have suffered before now; but 
fortunately the catch must necessarily be a limited one, owing to the 
stormy time of the year at which it is made and the dangerous coast, 
where the seals only for a short time are found, It must, however, be 
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evident that if these animals are followed into the Bering Sea and 
hunted down in a calm sea in the quietest months of the year a practi- 
cally unlimited quantity of females might be taken, and, as you say, it 
would be only a few years till the Alaska seal was a thing of the past. 
Yours, very truly, 
C. M. Lampson & Co. 
C. A. WILLIAMS, Esq., 
New London. 


Deposition of Joseph D. Williams, furrier, New York. 
GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 
Joseph D. Williams, being duly sworn, says: That he is 74 years of 
age, a citizen of the United States, and a resident of Brooklyn, in the 
State of New York; that he has been engaged in the 
Experience. business of dressing and dyeing fur-seal skins contin- 
uously for fifteen years last past, and prior to that time 
at intervals during the whole time he has been engaged in business, 
during a period of some fifty-odd years, he has dressed and dyed seal 
skins, and that his father was engaged in the same business before 
him; that for the last fifteen years he has had consigned to him by fur 
dealers from 8,000 to 10,000 seal skins annually, for the purpose of dress- 
a : ing and dyeing the same; that about 50 per cent of the 
ifty per cent of 5 Maes : ee Au ag = 

skins. skins so received by him came from London in casks 
marked as they are catalogued by C. M. Lampson & 
, Co., and are the skins belonging to what is known as 
“Northwestcateh.” +h «Northwest catch;” and deponent is informed and 
believes that the Northwest catch, as the term is used in the trade, 
means the skins of seals caught in the open sea and not upon the 
islands. Another reason for this belief is the fact that all of the skins 
of the Northwest catch contain marks showing that the animal has been 
killed by bullets or buckshot, the skins being pierced by the shot, 
whereas the skins killed on the American and Russian islands are 

killed on land by clubs and are not pierced. 
That of the skins of the Northwest catch coming into his hands for 
Deis expe al treatment probably all are the skins of the female 
females. seal, and that the same can be distinguished from the 
skins of the male seal by reason of the breasts and of 
the thinness of the fur around the same and upon the 
belly, most of the female seals being killed while they 
are bearing their young, and the fur therefore being stretched and 
thinner over that part of the body; and also for the further reason 
that the head of the female seal is much narrower than that of the 
male seal, and that this point of difference is obvious in the skins of 
the two classes. That of the total number of the skins received by him 
about 25 per cent are the skins of the “Alaska” and 
Heacueat BL vpandy it Copper” catch. That all the skins of the “Alaska” 
nearly all males. catch are male seals, and an overwhelming propor- 
ticn of the Copper” catch are likewise male skins. 
That the remainder of the skins sent to deponent for dressing and dye- 


Females; how dis- 
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ing, as aforesaid, are received by him through the house of Herman . 
Liebes & Company, of San Francisco, and others; the majority, how- 
ever, from Herman Liebes & Company. The skins received from the 
latter sources are from each of the three catches known to the trade as 
the ** Copper,” “Alaska,” and “ Northwest” catch, although the major 
part thereof belong to what is known as the “North- . . 
west” catch, and are, as in the case of the skins re-,y) Aorthwest” caten 
ceived from London of that eatch, all skins of the 


female seal. 
J. D. WILLIAMS. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of March, 1892. 
[L. 8.| ROBERT L. HARRISON, 
Notary Public, City and County of New York. 


Deposition of Joseph D. Williams, furrier, New York. 
GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 


Joseph D. Williams, being duly sworn, says: I aim 
and reside in Brooklyn, N. Y. My business is that of 
dressing and dyeing furs, and I have been engaged in 
it for over sixty years. Most of the furs dressed and 
dyed in my establishment are fur-seal skins, and during 
each of the past five or six years I have dressed and dyed from 8,000 
to 10,000 seal skins. I employ, and for some time past 
have. employed, about 60 workmen, and my pay roll ses. Worleien. om: 
amounts to about & 900 a week. Mostof these workmen = ~ 
can be classed as skilled laborers. I dress and dye fur-seal skins of the 
Alaska, Copper, and Northwest coast catches. I can readily distin- 
guish the skins belonging to each of them. I can also readily tell a 
female skin from a male skin. The predominance of the former over 
the latter in the Northwest coast catch is one of its most distinguishing 
features. I can not state exactly what the percentage is of each sex, 
but I am sure that as arule there are found in the 
Northwest coast catches at least ten times as many 
female skins as male skins. There are various ways of 
determining the sex of the animal from which seal skins are taken. 
Some of them are the following: (1) Female skins have teats, which 
are easily found even in the salted skin, especially when the animal is 
over two years of age. (2) The shape of a female skin is narrower at 
the head and on the shoulders. (3) There is a perceptible difference in 
the character of the hair of the skins of the two sexes. 

J. D. WILLIAMS. 


Sworn to before me this 17th day of June, 1892. 
[L. 8.] Fort BES J. HENNESY, 
Notary Public (No. 279), New York County. 


75 years of age, 


r. 


Experience. 
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Deposition of Maurice Windmiller, furrier, San Francisco. 
PELAGIC SEALING. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
City and County of San Francisco, ss: 

Maurice Windmiller, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: My 

age is 46; I reside in San Francisco; my occupation is 
Experience. that of afurrier. I have been engaged in the fur busi- 

ness all my life, and my father was a furrier before me. 
I am an expert in dressed and undressed, raw, and made-up furs, and 
also a manufacturer and dealer in the same. I have bought and ex- 
amined large numbers of fur-seal skins during the last twelve years, 
caught by sealing schooners both on the Russian and American side of 
the North Pacific and Bering Sea, and I can easily distinguish one 
from the other. 

The Russian seal is a smaller seal, and the fur is not as close as the 
fur of the Alaska seal, nor as good quality. They are 
an entirely different herd from those on the American 
side, and their skins have peculiar characteristics by 
which it is not difficult to separate them. In examining and purchas- 
ing seal skins from the schooners in their raw state I have observed 
that 90 per cent of their catch are females. I know 
that to be a fact, because the heads of the females are 
smaller, the bellies larger, and the teats can be plainly 
seen. The teats show more plainly when the skin is dressed and dyed. 

In examining the skins taken by sealing schooners I have found 
most of them perforated with shot, making them much 


Russian and Alas- 
kan seals. 


Mostly females 
taken. 


eiakins riddled with Jess valuable thereby. Formerly more of them used to 
be killed with a rifle, which did not injure the skin as 
much. 


MAURICE WINDMILLER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of April, A. D. 1892. 
[SEAL.] CLEMENT BENNETT, 
Notary Public. 


TESTIMONY RELATING TO THE GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUS- 
TRY IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


Deposition of H. S. Bevington, head of the firm of Bevington & ee 
furriers, London. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


H. 8. Bevington, M. A., being duly sworn, doth depose and say: That 
he is 40 years of age and a subject of Her Britannic 
Majesty, and is the head of the firm of Bevington & — Experience. 
Morris, doing business as fur merchants and manutfac- 
turers, "at 28° ‘Cannon street, in the city of London. That his said firm 
was founded in the year 1726 and has been continued in the same 
family during the whole of these years down to the present time, and 
has been engaged during the whole of the period since 1726 in the 
same business, dealing in furs and leather. That deponent has been 
in the business ever since the year 1873. During the whole of the 
period since that date his said firm have been in the habit of buying 
fur-seal skins, and he knows from his general knowledge of the business 
that prior to that time they were in the habit of buying seal skins ever 
since they became an article of commerce. That deponent has, per- 
‘sonally, handled many thousands of skins of the fur-seal, and by 
reason of that fact and of his experience in his business has a general 
knowledge of the history of the fur-seal skin business, and a general 
and precise knowledge of the several kinds of skins which now, and 
for many years last past, have come upon the London market. That 
since deponent has been in business skins coming upon the London 
market have been principally divided into three classes, 
known as the Alaska catch, the Copper catch, and the Alaska, Copper, and 

Sd , 1 : f Z orthwest skins, dif- 
Northwest catch.. Small supphes have also been re- ferences between. 
ceived from the Southern Sea, the Lobos Islands, Falk- 
land Islands, and Cape Horn, but the skins arriving from these last 
mentioned localities make no figure in the market. That what is known 
as the Alaska catch consist of skins of seals which are killed upon the 
Pribilof Islands in the Bering Sea, and the Copper catch of skins, 
which are killed upon the Copper and Bering Islands, in Russian 
waters. 

That the Northwest skins consist of skins taken from animals which are 
eaught in the open Pacific Ocean off the coast of British Columbia or in 
the Bering Sea. That the differences between the three several sorts of 
skins last mentioned are so marked as to enable any person skilled in 
the busivess, or accustomed to handle the same, to readily distinguish 
the skins of one catch from those of another, especi ially in bulk, and it 

is the fact that when they reach the market the skins ot each class come 
separately and are not found mingled with those belonging to the other 
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classes. The skins of the Copper Island catch are distinguished from 
the skins of the Alaska and Northwest catch, which two last-men- 
tioned classes of skins appear to be nearly allied to each other, and are 
of the same general character, by reason of the fact that in their raw 
state the Copper skins are lighter in color than either of the other two 
and in the dyed state there is a marked difference in the appearance of 
the fur of the Copper and the other two classes of skins. ‘This difference 
is difficult to describe to a person unaccustomed to handle skins, but it 
is nevertheless clear and distinct to an expert, and may be generally 
described by saying that the Copper skins are of a close, short, and 
shiny fur, particularly down by the flank, to a greater extent than the 

Alaska and Northwest skins. The skins of the male 
meterence hetween and female animal are readily distinguishable from each 

other in the adult stage by reason of the difference in 

the shape of the heads. That the Copper and Alaska skins are almost 

exclusively the skins of the male animal, and the skins 

neighty par cent of of the Northwest catch are at least 80 per cent of the 

skins of the female animal. That prior to and in prepar- 

ation for making this deposition deponent says he carefully looked 

through two large lots of skins now in his warehouse for the especial 

purpose of estimating the percentage of female skins found among the 
Northwest catch, and he believes the above estimate to be accurate. 

That the skins in the Northwest catch are also pierced with shot 
and spear marks, in consequence of having been killed in the open 
water instead of upon land by clubs. That the business of dealing in 
fur-seal skins in the city of London has become an 
established and important industry. Deponent is 
informed that practically all the seal skins in the world 
are sold in London, and the number runs up in the year to between 
100,000 and 200,000 averaging considerably over 150,000 a year. These 
skins are sold for the most part either by the firm ot C. M. Lampson & 
Co., through their brokers, Goad, Rigg & Co., or by the firm of Culver- 
well. Brooks & Co. At the auction sales, which are advertised twice 
or three times in the year by these firms, skins are bought by dealers 
from all over the world, who are present either in person or by proxy. 
The next stage in the industry is the dressing and dyeing of the furs, 
and practically the whole of these fur-seal skins sold in London are 
dressed and dyed in that city, the principal firms being engaged in that 
business, are C. W. Martin & Sons and George Rice. Deponent’s own 
firm dress a small number of skins and have dressed in one year as 
many as 23,000 and formerly dyed large numbers of skins, but do not 
now dye skins as the secrets of the present fashionable color are now in 
the hands of other firms. After having been dressed and dyed, the 
skins of the fur seal are then passed into the hands of fur merchants, 
by whom in turn, they are passed to furriers and drapers and retail 

_ dealers generally. Deponent estimates the total num- 

gagedin ber of persons engaged in one way or another, directly 

or indirectly, in the fur-seal industry, in the city of Lon- 

don at at least two or three thousand, many of whom are skilled labor- 
ers, all receiving high wages. 

That a large amount of capital is also invested in the business in the 
city of London, and the precise value of the industry 
can be estimated by reckoning the amount expended 
in the various processes which deponent has enumerated upon each 
skin. For instance, after the skins arrive at the London market they 
are sold at the sales at prices which in the year 1890 averaged say 80 
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shillings apiece. The commissions on the selling of the goods inelud- 
ing warehousing, insurance, and so forth, deponent believes amount to 
6 per cent of the price obtained. That the amount paid for dressing, 
dyeing, and machining each skin averages say 16 shillings. These pro- 
cesses take together about four or five months. The next expenditure 

upon the skin is, Say, an average of five shillings at least for each skin 
for cutting up, and that thereafter there will be an average of at least 
from 3 shillings to 4 shillings per skin expended in quilting, lining, and 
making up the jackets or other garments, showing a total expenditure 
upon each skin’ for labor alone, in the city of London, of 25 shillings 
in addition to the percentage paid for brokerage, before ‘the processes of 
manufacture began, and the most of this money is actually paid out in 

wages. 

Deponent says, that in the above estimates he has given the bottom 
figures and that the amount actualiy expended upon the skins in the 
city of London undoubtedly averages a larger sum. This would make 
on an average of 200,000 skins a year, which is not excessive, a total 
expenditure annually in the city of London of £250,000, minus the 
amounts paid for cutting and making up in respect to the skins sent 
to the United States. 

Deponent further says that the preservation of the seal herds and 
the continued supply of fur-seal skins, which, fur- 
thermore, it is important should be constant and regu- chaoliile nee 
lar in supply, is absolutely necessary to the mainte- 
nance of this industry. Deponent says that the reason for this opinion 
is shown in the history of last season’s business. For instance, at the 
October sale the prices of skins were very high, as a short supply was 
expected. The skins purchased at that sale were then put into the 
hands of the dressers and dyers, where they arated be retained, as 
above stated, in process of treatment four or five months. During this 
interval it appeared that instead of there being a short supply the 
poaching vessels had caught a large number of skins, 50 ,000 or 60,000, 
which being unexpectedly plumped on the market, brought the price 
down so that there was a loss of perhaps 25 shillings per skin on the 
skins bought at the October sales; and deponent further says that it is 
of course obvious that the business can not be maintained unless the 
herds are preserved from the destruction which has overtaken the South 
Sea herds, which formerly existed in such large numbers, and so im- 
portant has the sealskin business become that if the herds were exter- 
mininated deponent says it would hardly be worth while to remain in the 
fur business. 

Deponent says while he does not wish to express any opinion upon the 
matters which are in controversy, that nevertheless, looking at the ques- 
tionof preserving the seals from a natural-history point of view alone, and 
having no regard whatever to the rights of any individuals or nations, but 
looking atthematter simply from the point of view of how best to preserve 
the seals, he has no hesitation in saying that the best 
way to accomplish that object would be to prohibit ab-  ,,,rotetion neces: 
solutely the killing of all seals except upon the islands, 
and, furthermore to limit the killing of seals on the islands to the male 
species at particular times, and to limit the numbers of the males to be 
so killed. If, however, the rights of individuals are to be considered, 
and sealing in the open sea is to be allowed, then deponent thinks that 
the number of vessels to be sent out by each country ought to be lim- 
ited, and the number of seals which may be caught by each vessel 
should be specified. 
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Deponent says that one reason why he thinks the killing of seals in 
the open sea should be prohibited and all killing limited to the islands 
is because deponent is of the opinion that when seals are killed in the 
open sea a large number must be killed which are not recovered, and 
consequently that the herds must suffer much greater loss than is 
measured by the skins of the seals caught or coming to market. 

Deponent further says that one reason for this opinion is that he has 
had some small experience in shooting hair seals in the Scilly Islands, 
and has himself personally killed hair seals at a distance of 40 or 50 
yards, which sank before he could reach them. Hair seals are of the 
Same general family as fur-seals, and he has no doubt that the same 
thing occurs, and must occur, when the fur seals are killed on the open sea. 

' HERBERT SHELLEY BEVINGTON, M. A. 


Sworn at No. 28 Cannon street, in the city of London, England, 
this 26th day of April, 1892, before me. 
[SEAL | FRANCIS W. FRIGOUT, 
Vice and Deputy Consul-General of the 
United States of America at London, England. 


Deposition of Alfred Fraser, member of firm of C. M. Lampson & Co., fur- 
riers, London. 
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STATE OF NEw York, 
City and County of New York, ss: 

Alfred Fraser, being duly sworn, says: 

First. That he is a subject of Her Britannic Majesty and is 52 years 

of age and resides in the city of Brooklyn, in the State 
ae sealskin of New York. That he is a member of the firm of C. 

M. Lampson & Co., of thondom, and has been a 
member of said firm for about thirteen years; prior to that time he was 
in the employ of said firm and took an active part in the management 
of the business of said firm in London. That the business of C. M. 
Lampson & Co. is that of merchants, engaged principally in the 
business of selling fur skins on commission. That for about twenty- 
four years the firm of C. M. Lampson & Co. have sold the great 
majority of the whole number of seal skins sold in all the markets of 
the world. That while he was engaged in the manage- 
ment of the business of said firm in London, he had 
personal knowledge of the character of the various seal skins sold by 
the said firm, from his personal inspection of the same in their ware- 
house and from the physical handling of the same by him. That many 
hundred thousands of the skins sold by C. M. Lampson & Oo. have 
physically passed through his hands; and that since his residence 
in this country he has, as a member of said firm, had a general and de- 
tailed knowledge of the character and extent of the business of said 
firm, although since his residence in the city of New York he has not 
physically handled the skins disposed of by his firm. 

That during the last year or two a large number of skins have been 
sold in London by the firm of Culver well, Brooks & Co., and that 
said firm, as deponent is informed and believes, have secured the con- 
signment of skins to them during the period aforesaid by advancing 
to the owners of vessels engaged in what is now known as pelagic 
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sealing sums of money, which is stated to be $15 per skin, as against 
shipments from Victoria of such skins. 

Second. That the seal skins which have been sold in London from time 
to time since deponent first began business have been obtained from 
sources and were known in the markets as— 

(A) The South Sea skins, being the skins of seals principally caught 
on the South Shetland Islands, South Georgia Islands, 
and Sandwich Land. That many years ago large num. — Souyh Sea skins. 
bers of seals were caught upon these islands, but in aes, South Georgia 

fire 4 = each 5 slands,and Sandwich 
consequence of the fact that no restrictions were im- jana. 
posed on the killing of said seals they were practically , 4.0 restriction on 
exterminated and no seal skins appeared in the market a 
from those localities for many years. That about twenty years ago 
these islands were again visited and for five seasons a considerable 
eatch was made, amounting during the whole five seasons to about 
30,000 or 40,000 skins. Among the skins found in this catch were those 
of the oldest males and the smallest pups, thus showing, in the judg- 
ment of deponent, that every seal of every kind was killed that could 
be reached. That in consequence thereof the rookeries on these islands 
were then completely exhausted. Once or twice thereafter they were 
visited without result, no seals being found, and about five years ago 
they were again reyisited and only 56 skins were obtained. Deponentis 
informed that all the South Sea skins were obtained by killing seals upon 
the islands above mentioned, and that it is obviously everywhere much 
easier to kill seals upon the land than in the water; and in the judg- 
ment of the deponent the seals of the above-mentioned islands were 
thus entirely exterminated because of the entire absence 
of any protection or of any restriction of any kind what- 
ever upon the number, age, or sex of seals killed, and not merely, as 
deponent understands has been claimed by some authorities, because 
they were killed on land instead of in the open sea, which, mereover, 
in that locality, deponent is informed, is practically impossible by reason 
of the roughness of the sea and weather. 

(B) A considerable number of seal skins were formerly obtained 
upon the Falkland Islands; how many deponent is not 
able to state. 

(C) That a certain number of seals were also caught at Cape Horn, 
and that more or less are still taken in that vicinity, 
though the whole number has been very greatly re- 
duced. 

(D) That at the present time and for many years last 
past the skins coming to the market and which are , Present skins of 
known to commerce have come from the following 
sources: 

1. And by far the most important are the northern Pacific skins, 
which are known to the trade under the following titles: 

The “Alaska” catch, which are the skins of seals caught on the Prib- 
ilof Islands, situated in Bering Sea. For many years 
past the whole of the skins caught upon these islands 
liave been sold by deponent’s firm, and a statement of the number of 
skins so sold in each year is appended hereto and cry 
marked Exhibit A, showing the aggregate. of such ,,Sttistics of, from 
skins sold from the year 1870 to the year 1891, inelu- 

Sive, aS 1,877,977. 

The “Copper” catch, being the skins of seals eaught upon what are 
known as the Commander Islands, being the islands | 
known as Copper and Bering Islands. All the skins ©???" S*™s: 


Extermination, 


Falkland Islands. 


Cape Horn seals. 


Alaska skins. 


556 : TESTIMONY. 


so caught have been sold by deponent’s firm in the city of London, and 
oe the total number of such “Copper” catch from the 
iss sigs. Of fom vear 1872 to 1892 appears upon the statement which is 
hereto annexed and marked Exhibit B, showing the 

total so sold during such years of 768,096 skins. 

The “ Northwest” catch, being the skins of seals caught in the open 
sea either of the Pacific Ocean or of the Bering Sea. 
These.skins were originally caught exclusively by the 
Indians and by residents of the colony of Victoria and along the 
coast of the British possessions. A statement of the total number of 

ete the catch from the year 1868 to 1884, inclusive, is ap- 
16d east, 7™ pended hereto and marked Exhibit C, showing a total 

of 153,348. That statement is divided into three heads: 
First, the salted “Northwest” coast skins; second, the dried “‘North- 
west” coast skins, both of which were mainly sold through deponent’s 
firm in London; and third, salted “Northwest” coast skins, dressed 
and dyed in London, but not sold there. It will be noticed that in the 
years 1871 and 1872 an unusually large proportion of dried skins ap- 
pear to have been marketed. Those skins were purchased in this year 
from the Russian American Company, which was the lessee of the 
Jtussian Government on the Pribilof Islands prior to the cession of Rus- 
sian America to the United States. Thoseskins had been accumulated 
by the Russian Company and sold when the Americans took posses- 
sion. Jor the years 1871 and 1872, therefore, the surplus skins over 
the average for the other years should be rejected in a computation of 
the general average of seals killed during the years from 1868 to 1884, 
inclusive. 

From the year 1885 to the year 1891 the number of skins included in 

the “Northwest” catch enormously increased, and a 
1853 ime Of from statement of such skins is hereto annexed and marked 

Exhibit D, showing a total of 331,962, and is divided, 
like the statement marked Exhibit C, into three heads: The salted 
Northwest coast skins, the dry Northwest coast skins, and the salted 
skins dressed and dyed in London, but not sold there. The majority 
of the first two classes were, as in the previous case, sold by deponent’s 
firm. The great majority of these skins appearing in the last-mentioned 
Statement are the skins caught by vessels sent out from the Canadian 
Provinces; many also by vessels sent out from San Francisco, Port 
Townsend, and Seattle; and a few from vessels sent out from Yokohama; 
the majority, however, are supposed to have been caught by vessels 
sent out from British harbors. A large number of the skins included 
in Exhibit D have been consigned to C. M. Lampson & Co., by the firm 
of Herman Liebes & Co., of San Francisco. In estimating the total 
number of the ‘*northwest” catch it should also be mentioned that some- 
thing like 30,000 skins belonging to that eatch have been dressed and 
dyed in the United States, which have not gone to London at all. 

(Ei) Besides the “Alaska,” “Copper,” and “Northwest” skins there 
are also a certain number of skins arriving in London, 
known as the Lobos Island skins, although the same are 
not handled by the firm of C. M. Lampson & Co.; but the total num- 

ber of which, from the year 1872 to the year 1891, inelu- 

ign istics of, from sive, is, as appears from the catalogues of sales, 247,777. 
‘0 1891. be wae = 

The Lobos Island skins are those of seals killed on the 

Lobos Island, belonging to the Republic of Uruguay; and deponent 

is informed and believes that there is no open sea sealing in the 

vicinity of such island, and that the animals are protected on the island 
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as they are on the Russian and Pribilof Islands, by prohibition from 
the killing of females and limiting the number of males killed in each 
year. A statement of the seals killed on Lobos Island is hereto an- 
nexed and marked Exhibit E, from which it appears that there is a 
regular annual supply obtained from that source, which shows no dimni- 
nution. 

(F) There are also a certain number of skins sold in London, obtained 
from rookeries at or near the Cape of Good Hope, 
the exact number of which deponent is not able to Cape of Good Hope 
state, but which, he is informed, shows a steady yield. 

The statements marked A, B, C, D, and E, hereunto appended, have 
been carefully prepared by me personally, and the 
figures therein stated have been compiled by me from ,,Seuree of informa- 
the several sale catalogues of C. M. Lampson & Co. 
and others from my private books which I had kept during all the 
years covered by the statements, and Lam sure that those statements 
are substantially accurate and truly state the respective numbers of 
the skins caught and sold which they purport to state. 

Third. The great majority of the skins sold from the Northwest catch 
are the skins of female seals. Deponent is not able to state exactly 
what proportion of such skins are the skins of females, but estimates it 
to be at least 85 per cent, and the skins of females are 
readily distinguishable from those of the males by rea- | 8 Pereentof North: 
son of the fact that on the breast and on the belly of the 
bearing female there is comparatively little fur, whereas on the skins 
of the male seals the fur is evenly distributed; aud also by reason of 
the fact that the female seal has a narrow head and the male seal a 
broad head and neck; and the skins of this catch are also distinguish- 
able from the “Alaska” and “Copper” catch by reason 5... 

5 : : ifference between 
of the fact that the seals are killed by bullets or buck- Northwest skins and 
shot, or speared, and not, as on the Pribilof and Com- 41282 and Copper. 
mander Islands, by clubs. Marks of such bullets or buckshot or spears 
are clearly discernible in the skins, and there is a marked difference in 
the commercial value of the female skins and of the male skins. This 
fact, that the Northwest skins are so largely the skins of females, is 
further evidenced by the fact that in many of the early sales of such 
skins they are classified in deponent’s books as the skins of ‘‘ females.” 

Fourth. Deponent further says that in his judgment the absolute 
prohibition of pelagic sealing, 7. ¢., the killing of seals Led 
in the open sea, whether in the North Pacific or the Be woe ee 
ring Sea is necessary to the preservation of the seal 
herds now surviving, by reason of the fact that most of the females so 
killed are heavy with young, and that necessarily the increase of the 
species 1s diminished by their killing. And further, from the fact that 
a large number of females are killed in the Bering Sea while on the 
search for food after the birth of their young, and that in consequence 
thereof the pups die for want of nourishment. Deponent has no per- 
sonal krowledge of the truth of this statement, but he has information 
in respect of the same from persons who have been on the Pribilof Is- 
lands, and he believes the same to be true. Deponent further says that 
this opinion is based upon the assumption that the present restriction 
imposed by Russia and the United States on the killing of seals in their 
respective islands are to be maintained, otherwise it would be neces- 
sary to impose such restrictions as well as to prohibit pelagic sealing in 
order to preserve the herds. 
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Fifth. Deponent is further of the opinion, from his long observation 
and handling of the skins of the several catches that 
Alaska and Copper 
skins readily distin. the skins of the Alaska and Copper catches are readily 
SESSA: distinguishable from each other and that the herds 
from which such skins are obtained do not in fact intermingle with each 
other, because the skins classified under the head of 
Copper catch are not found among the consignments 
of skins received from the Alaska catch, and vice versa. 

Sixth. Deponent further says that the distinction between the skins 
of the several catches is so marked that in his judgment he would, for 
instance, have had no difficulty had there been included among 100,000 
skins in the Alaska catch, 1,000 skins of the Copper catch in distin- 
guishing the 1,000 Copper skins and separating them from the 99,000 
Alaska skins, or that any other person with equal or less experience in 
the handling of skins would be equally able to distinguish them. And 
in the same way deponent thinks from his own per sonal experience in 
handling skins that he would have no difficulty whatever in separating 
the skins of the Northwest catch from the skins of the Alaska catch by 
reason of the fact that they ave the skins almost exclusively of females, 
and also that the fur upon the bearing female seals is much thinner 
than upon the skin of the male seals; the skin of the animal while 
pregnant being extended and the fur extended over a large area. 

Seventh. Deponent says that the number of persons who are employed 

_ inthe handling, dressing, dyeing, cutting, and manutfac- 
antes char i turing of seal skins in the city of London is about 
2,000, many of whom are skilled laborers earning as 
high as £3 or £4 a week. Deponent estimates the amount paid in the 
city of London for wages in the preparation of fur-seal skins for a 
manufacturer’s uses, and excluding the wages of manufacturers’ em- 
ployés, prior ‘ the beginning of the pelagic sealing in 1885, at about 
£100,000 per annum; and deponent further says th: it in his judgment 
if this pelagic sealing be not prohibited, it is a ques- 
tion of but a few years, probably not more than three, 
when the industry will cease, by reason of the exter- 
mination of the seals in the same way in which they have been exter- 
minated on the South Sea Islands by reason of no restrictions being 
imposed upon their killing. 


Herds do not mingle. 


Destruction of, 
threatened. 


ALFRED I'RASER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this Ist day of April, 1892. 
EDWIN 'T. RICE, 
Notary Public, New York County. 
EXHIBIT A. 


Salted Alaska fur-seal sold in London. 


Year. Skins. Year. Skins. Year. Skins. 
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EXHIBIT B. 


Salted Copper Island fur-seal sold in London. 


Year. Skins. Year. Skins. Year. Skins. 
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Salted Northwest coast fur-seal skins sold in London, prior to pelagic sealing in Bering 


Sea. 
Year. Skins. Year. Skins. Wear: Skins. 
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Salted Northwest coast fur-seal skins, dressed and dyed in London (but not sold there) 
taken prior to pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. 


Year. Skins. Year. Skins. Year. Skins. 
NG i Derieta tesa atsiatey= cinjcis ie siasis 699) |S UST tent semeener ree ce cee: adoull| Lese.ctec cies accareee ances 11, 159 
Si dieresietie cca ceniciesene 40) || USS Reman menee aie ce onc eos lOborestseas ese Resse eae 6, 385 
STA eeatsici= asicisiz Stale ciara sins. 122.1) TSR see eestor ewsic iets: == ON SOTe | PLOSE coecn sete ohn oon eee 10,115 
UST wee cacioaccewicanscas O18) || W880i eee etencnccminc 4, 562 —_——_— 
SG ears a seis ae race die 1.062.) 188i Soeeerieetects sen 2 oo 5, 890 Tobaleseen sesh cee 46, 215 


Dry nerthwest coast fur-seal skins sold in London prior to pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. 


Year. Skins. Year. Skins. Year. Skins. 
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Of the skins sold in 1871 and 1872 a very large proportion were the 
accumulation of the Russian American Company and sold by them 
atter the purchase of Alaska by the United States. 


RECA PITULATION, 


Year. | Skins. 
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EXHIBIT D. 


Dry northwest coast fur-seal skins sold in London after commencement of pelagic sealing in 
Bering Sea. 


Year. Skins. Year. Skins. Year Skins. 
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Salted northwest coast fur-seal skins dressed and dried in London (but not sold there) taken 
after the commencement of pelagic sealing in Bering sea. 


Year. Skins. | Year. | Skins. | Year. Skins. 
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Inaddition to above it is estimated that from 25,000 to 30,000 skins have been dressed and dyed in the 
United States. 
Ee DR ot. 


Notary Public. 
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Salted northwest coast fur-seal skins sold in London after commencement of pelagic 
sealing in Bering Sea. 


Year. Skins. Year. Skins. Year. Skins. 
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Year. Skins. 
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Exuisir E. 
Salted Lobos Island fur-seal sold in London. 
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Deposition of Alfred Fraser, member of the firm of C. M. Lampson & Co., 
Surriers, London. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


SraTE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 

Alfred Fraser, being duly sworn, says: [am amember of the firm 
©. M. Lampson & Co., of London, and the person described in and who 
verified an affidavit on the lst day of April, 1892, relating to the fur-seal 
industry. The tables hereto annexed marked A, B,C, D, E, and I 
have been prepared by me from the printed catalogues 
of publie auction sales in London of fur-seal skins and 
also from my private memoranda, and from my knowl panies showing 
edge and information of the fur-seal industry I believe number of skins sold 
them to be correct in every particular. Said tables jij Pray Pat ree 
state all of the salted fur-seal skins of the Alaska, 

Copper, northwest coast, and Lobos catches, which, according to the 
said catalogues and memoranda, were sold at public auction in London 
between the years 1868 and 1891, together with the average price per 
skin obtained during each of said years for the aforesaid skins. 
ALFRED FRASER. 


London trade sales. 


Sworn to before me this 5th day of July, 1892. 

[SEAL. | FREDK. EH, FISHER, 
Notary Public, Kings County. 

(Certificate filed in New York County.) 


EXHIBIT A. 


Salted Alaska fur-seal sold in London from 1871 to 1891. 
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Salted Copper Island fur-seal sold in London in the years 1870 to 1892. 
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A Geter = arate 33, 298 24 10',}| 885. = 225... 48, 929 37 (0 Total ..| 789, 648 
UAT eee cceme 2 25, 3880 Ow On PL SsOrs ces see 41, 752 40 0 
MSS = -cc eeisio:0is 19, 000 OSS OU ELSBieee ome nice 54, 584 40 0 
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EXHIBIT C. 


Salted Northwest coast Sur-seal skins sold in Loudon prior to pelagic sealing in Bering 


Year. 


Salted Northwest coast fur-seal skins sold in London 
sealing in Bering Sea. 


Skins. 


Sea. 
Average 
price per Year. Skins. 
skin. 
Se heal 
QIAO MUS eta a -a:~ = |\c.s.0 sienna 

Assocs ac 17 Se Seeroe 264 

Ore if | I Se aoeenoe 12, 212 

367 (83) las0e= 5... 8, 939 

CI CASE BS Tee Seis ice 9, 997 


Average 
price per 
skin. 


Year. 


EXxuisit D. 


Average 
Skins. |price per 
skin. 

&. d. 

11, 717 20 3 
2,319 25 10 
9, 242 D7e BP 
64,366: sae 


after commencement of pelagic 


Average Average Average 
Year. Skins. price Year. Skins. price Year. Skins. price 
per skin. per skin. per skin. 
s. d. §. a. || 8. ad. 
SShree- saclsn = 2, 078 PAT 10) ||) 30st eee 39, 563 39 5 || 1892*..--...- 28, 298 47 
Ie Soscoseas 17, 909 DOMBOM MISO. << 5. -=.0- 88, 315 60 10 |; — 
if laseecrdisos 36, 907 SO SOs... 54, 180 62 0 Total) || 2540680 |= aaeeer 
Ith Soc odede 36, 818 30 10 
| 
*To March 25, 
~ EXHIBIT EK. 
Salted Lobos Island fur-seal skins sold in London. 
| Average Average Average 
Year. Skins. /price per. Year. Skins. [price per Year. Skins. |price per 
skin. skin. skin. 
s. d. s. da. | 8. d. 
i ipee ee cpaeae 6, 956 (&) Use ilo Se earns 13, 569 Se gt  AUSBO Se arate 8, 755 25 0 
NOTA 5 Sesame 8, 509 (*) lithPAscoeeopee 13, 200 Geo) UC Vps Se eorce 18, 541 31 9 
HISD eset sere 8,179 (*) VS Soeeia sa: 12, 861 190) | USOIS Sea ees 15, 834 33 11 
TeV (eS Se araser 11, 353 (*) liGhe: ae eeoaee 16, 258 Are SOA peace 4, 800 25 4 
IRS SSceecene 13, 066 om Isso. 2... 10, 953 16 0 —__—. 
BYES coopanace 12, 301 a. @))) ISR Oss oe spoue 13, 667 18 6 Total <<] 2aT Tit) erates 
IGyWE ses eho soe 12, 295 AZ OT LeSin—-->-~ 11, 068 IY (a) 
S80 meee 14, 865 Ail TSS8ee =.= = - 20, 747 20 0 
* Unknown. t To date. 


EXHIBIT F. 


Salted Alaska fur-seal skins sold in London in the years 1868 to 1871 taken prior to the 
leasing of the Pribilof Islands 


Average | Average 
Year. Skins. | price per Year. Skins. | price per 
skin. skin. 
| 
Ce Gk Ss. d. 
MWe ose cesccee adabOUCCUObC enc 28, 220 AL 85]! LB ceecicceemeces es eeenraeee 20,111 20.7 
1809 A a Seneooscmacemse hoe seeee 121, 820 25 0 
FY Uae oping ocQS Reno SOOO Danse 110, 511 20 8 | To taliseeea- seeere aaa 280; (662: |. someone 
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Deposition of Arthur Hirschel, member of the firm of Hirschel & Mcyer, 
furriers, London. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City and County of New York, ss: 

Arthur Hirschel, being duly sworn, says: I am 39 years of age, a 
British subject, and a resident of London, England. 
Tam and for the past twenty years have been a mem- 
ber of the firm of Hirschel & Meyer, which transacts a general fur 
business at London, with branch establishments at Paris, Leipzig, 
Moscow, Shanghai, and elsewhere. About one-tenth part of the firm’s 
business consists in dealing in fur-seal skins, of which about 15,000 are 
annually bought by it. I am familiar with the character and extent 
of the fur-seal industry in London, and I believe that the following 
data relating to it are correct. 

A large capital, the amount of which, however, it 
would be difficult to estimate, is invested in the busi- pe ee 
ness of selling raw fur-seal skins. Two firms own large ; 
warehouses, and one of them expensive cold-storage vaults, portions 

of which are used exclusively for the purpose of storing fur-seal skins. 

About seven firms are engaged in the dressing and dyeing of seal 
skins, of which a very much larger amount is done in London than in 
any other city in the world. In this branch of the fur-seal industry 
there are invested about £80,000 in permanent plant, which would 
become entirely useless if the seal-skin industry were to come to an 
end. 

About 12,000 dressed and dyed Alaska fur-seal skins, which may be 
valued at £5 a skin, are annually manufactured into 
garments in London, and a very much larger propor- ,QXins, made into 
tion of Copper and Northwest coast skins are so ~ 
consumed. 

The seal-skin industry furnishes occupation to workingmen in Lon- 
don as follows: To about 600 dressers and dyers; to 
about 1,400 cutters, nailers, sewers, and other laborers 
engaged in manufacturing seal-skin articles. Many of those employed 
as above are skilled laborers, who, in any other employment, would be 
but ordinary laborers. Some of them have been engaged in this in- 
dustry from childhood. In the foregoing no account 
is taken of the numerous clerks, salesmen, and porters, 
of whom large numbers owe their means of support to 
the trade in fur-seal skins. 

I believe that in round numbers the capital invested in this industry 
in London amounts to £1,000,000, and that when a 
full Alaska catch came to market the weekly amount ,,20Uahyeredie 
expended in wages in connection with all the catches 
was about £2,500 or £3,000 a week. 

The business of dealing in fur-seal skins has of late entered into a 
speculative stage, which is doing it much injury. The 5...03¢ uncertain 
trade can no longer know with certainty when and _ condition of the mar- 
in what quantities seal skins will be placed upon the ** 
market. To remedy this I am of the opinion that here- — Prohibition noces- 
after skins should be taken only from animals of the “” 


Experience. 


Workmenemployed. 


Clerical and other 
force. 
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male sex and upon land, under Government regulations such as have 
heretofore existed. 
ARTHUR HIRSCHEL. 
Sworn to before me this 21st day of June, 1892. 
[SEAL. | GEORGE KISSINGER, JR., 
Notary Public (No. 99), City and County of New York. 


Deposition of Sir George Curtis Lampson, baronet, head of the firm of 
C. M. Lampson & Co., furriers, London. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


Sir George Curtis Lampson, baronet, being duly sworn, doth depose 
and say: 

(1) That he is 58 years of age and a subject of Her Britannic Majesty. 
That he is the son and successor of the late Sir Curtis Lampson, baronet, 
who founded the house of C. M. Lampson about the year1830. That depo- 
nent is at the present time the head of the firm of C. M. Lampson & 
Co., doing business at 64 Queen street, in the city of London. That the 
business of said firm is that of commission merchants, engaged in sell- 
ing and in buying on commission fur skinsof various kinds. That his 
said firm now handle and for many years last past have 
handled a greater number of skins of fur-seals than all 
the other firms in the world put together, and that he hasa general know]l- 
edge of the character of the business of buying and selling fur-seal 

skins. That his partner, Mr. Emil Teichmann, has a 
Mr. Emil Teich- more detailed and technical knowledge of the business 
mann, fur-skin ex- Bees te 
pert. than deponent, and can depose in respect to the tech- 
nical aspects of the business in more detail and with 
greater accuracy than deponent would wish to do. 

(2) That the way in which the business of the firm of C. M. Lamp- 
son & Co. is conducted at the present time in respect to fur-seal skins 
is briefly as follows: 

The firm receives consignments of fur-seal skins from the North 

From whom the American Commercial Company which as deponent is 
Bin Becel vee consign: informed has a lease from the United States Govern- 

a ment of the right to kill fur-seals on the Pribilof Islands 
in the Bering Sea, from the Russian Seal Skin Company which, as de- 
ponent is informed have a lease from the Russian Government of a 
right to kill fur-seals on the Kommondorski and Roben Islands and 
large consignments of fur-seal skins are also made to deponent’s firm 
by the firm of Hermann Liebes & Co., of San Francisco, U. 8. A. 
These three mentioned firms or companies are the principal consignees 
of seal skins to the deponent’s firm. The consignments 
when received are duly catalogued and sales at public 
auction of these skins and of those of any other consignments which 
there may be are held in the months of January, March, and October. 
That at such sales there are present in person or by representative 
all the leading dealers doing business in the city of London and all the 
other markets in the world. The total number of buy- 
ers does not average more than fifty, and a list of all 
the buyers is hereto annexed and marked A. The major part of the 
skins purchased are, however, purchased by a comparatively small 
number of firms. Deponent’s own firm as the agents of dealers in the 
United States and Canada are also among the principal buyers. 


Experience. 


London trade sales. 


List of buyers. 
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That down to within one or two years ago the skins so purchased by 
the principal buyers, or at least a great majority of 
them, were after such purchase consigned to the firm ©. W., Martin & 
of C. Ww. Martin & Sons, by whom they were dressed, pone ae ner a 
and the most of the skins also dyed by them, and hav- {erly Ol, qprincipal 
ing been so dressed and dyed, they are then sent to Tee 
the dealers and manufacturers of fur clothing in various parts of the 
world. 

(3) That the history of the fur-seal skin business, and the sources of 
its supply, have been fully and correctly described by deponent’s part- 
ner, Mr. Emil Teichmann, and deponent was present at the time when 
the deposition of Mr. Teichmann was dictated to the 
shorthand writer. The principal present sources of the oe ply of mia See 
supply of the seal-skin market are what are known as : 
the Alaska catch, the Copper Islands catch, and what is known as the 
Northwest catch. As stated by Mr. Teichmann, the skins of these 
several catches are readily distinguished from each other, and separate 
sets of forms or patterns are used by deponent’s firm in sorting and siz- 
ing the skins of the three catches. These differences are emphasized 
by the fact that the skins of the three catches are of different values 
and produce in the market different prices. 

The skins of the Alaska and Copper Island catch are almost exclus- 
ively skins of male seals and the skins of the North- 

Alaska and Copper 
west capture are in like manner largely the skins of. skins. 
ee seals. What is now called the Northwest catch ." 

‘as for many years known as the Victoria catch, and ,,xo™hwest. or Vie- 
aa to 1884 the skins of this catch came to the Lon- | 
don market consigned largely by the firm of Hermann Liebes & Co. to 
the deponent’s firm and averaged for many years abeut 10,600 or 
12,000 skins per year. In 1884 the skins of this eateh ; 
began to increase largely in number, and the numbers, Uycrease of North: 
which since that year have arrived in the London 
market are stated with substantial accuracy upon the lists annexed 
to the affidavits of my partners Messrs. Fraser & Teichmann. 

(4) Deponent says that what may be described as the fur-skin busi- 
ness has been built up, that is the product, the fur-seal 
skins, have been made an article of fashion and com-, Fur-skin business; 

y Whose _ efforts 
merce, and the sales of such skins largely increased, andpnitt up. 
the methods of dressing and dyeing the same have been 
perfected almost entirely through the influence and joint endeavors of 
the Alaska Commercial Company, the North American Commercial 
Company, the Russian Seal Skin Company, deponent’s own firm, and 
the firm of C. W. Martin & Sons, and their predecessors in the city of 
London. 

That the business at the present time has attained the rank of an im- 
portant industry, in which there is embarked in the 
city of London a large amount of capital and upon 
which there is dependent a large number of workmen 
and employés. The amount of capital from time to — Gapital invested 
time invested in the business is correctly stated, de- and wages paid in 
ponent believes, by Mr. Teichmann, at as much as 1°"? 
£1,000,000, and until within a year or two the numbers of persons de- 
pe nding ¢ upon the industry for their support has likewise been correctly 
stated by Mr. Teichmann, approximately at 2,000 persons, receiving on 
an average a weekly wage of 30 shillings, and most of them having fam- 
ilies dependent upon their labors for their support. 


Present extent of 
business. 
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During the last two years the diminution and irregularity of the sup- 
Se eee ply of fur and seal skins has caused some decrease in 

iminution and ir- ! ee ; : = s 
regularity in supply the amount of persons engaged in the industry, but 
of skins during past deponent is not able to state exactly to what extent 

such decrease has taken place. 

A considerable number of the persons employed in this business, as 
deponent is informed, are not skilled in any other kind of business, and 
should the fur-seal industry cease, deponent believes that these persons 
would be obliged to master some other trade or means of livelihood. 

That one of the most important, and deponent feels justified in say- 

Necessity fora reg. 1, Vital elements in the maintenance and preservation 
ular and ‘constant of the business or industry is that the supply of fur- 
Ua RUN seal skins should be regular and constant so that in- 
tending buyers may be able to know beforehand approximately what 
the prices of their stock in trade are going to be, and that the people 
engaged in the business may have beforehand a reasonably definite 
notion of what they shall be able to count upon. 

(5) Deponent has no doubt but that it is necessary in order to main- 

tain the industry that steps should be taken to pre- 
Rea ee seal serve the existence of the seal herd in the North Pacific 

Ocean and Bering Sea from the fate which has over- 
taken the herds in the South Seas. Of the steps, if any, which are 
necessary, in order to accomplish this result, deponent does not feel 
that he is in a position to state as he has no personal knowledge of the 
regulations which at the present time exist, but it is obvious to depo- 
nent’s mind that regulations of some kind imposed by somebody who 
has authority and power to enforce them are necessary to prevent the 
rvookeries in the North Pacific Ocean from suffering the fate of the 
rookeries in the Southern Atlantic and Pacific seas, where deponent is 
informed no restrictions were at any time even attempted to be im- 
posed. 

GEORGE C. LAMPSON. 


Sworn at 64 Queen street, in the city of London, England, this 23d 
day of April, 1892, before me, 
FRANCIS W. FRIGOUT, 
Vice and Deputy Consul-General of the 
United States of America at London, England. 


BUYERS OF FUR-SEAL SKINS. 


LONDON. 
Allhansen & Co. International Fur Store. 
Apfel Brothers. Marshall, W., & Co. 
Bevington & Morris. Martin, C. W., & Sons. 
Blatspiel, Stamp & Heacock. Meyers, J. & H. 
Borras, R., & Sons. Nicholay, J. A., & Son. 
Creamer, J. H., & Co. Phillips, Politzer & Co. 
Dixon & Co., H. Poland, P. R., & Son. 
Ensor, Weber & Co. Poland, Geo., & Son. 
Eysoldt & Co. Russ, C. 
Friedebery, H. Smith, Geo., & Sons. 
Felsenstein Bros. Sugden, C. A., & Co. 
Hand, J. Slater & Co. 
Hirschell & Meyer. Ullmann, Jos. 
Hoftman & Thaw. Vyse Sons & Co. 
Howell, J., & Co. Wotherspoon, D. & J. 


Ince, T. H. 
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PARIS. 
Grebert, I., & Grison. Revillon Freres, 
Handler, N., & Fils. Revillon, 8. 


Hertz, E., & Co. 


LEIPZIG. 


Bromberg, M., & Co. Gaudig & Blum. 
Dornfeldt, G. ; Konigewerther, H. M. 


This is the paper writing marked A referred to in the affidavit of George Curtis 
Lampson, sworn before me this 23d day of April, 1892. 
FRANCIS W. FRIGOUT, 
Vice and Deputy Consul-General, U.S. A., London, England. 


Deposition of Walter Edward Martin, head of the firm of C. W. Mar- 
tin & Sons, furriers, London. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


Waiter Edward Martin, being duly sworn, doth depose as follows: 

First. That he is 40 years of age, a subject of Her Britannic Majesty, 
and lives in the city of St. Albans, and carries on business at4 Lambeth 
Hill, in the city of London; that he i is the head of the firm of C. W. Mar- 
tin & Sons, who are the successors of the firm of Martin & Teichmann, 
which firm was composed of deponent’s father, C. W. Martin, and Emil 
Teichmann, who is now a member of the firm of ©. M. Lampson & Co., of 
the city of London; that the said firm of C. W. Martin & Sons is engaged 
in the business of dressing and dyeing furs of all kinds; that they have 
until the last year and have for many years last past dressed and dyed 
a larger number of skins of the fur-seal than all the other firms in the 
world together; that deponent has made no examination of the books of 
his firm tor the purpose of seeing precisely-the number of skins annualiy 
dressed and dyed by his said firm and its predecessor, but it is the fact 
that his said firm in one year dressed 150,060 far-seal skins, and of that 
number dyed 130,000, and it is also the fact that until within the last 
two years his firm dressed upwards of 110,000 or 120,000 skins in each 
year, and dyed apwards of 100,000 skins so dressed. 

That deponent has been in the business of dressing and dyeing fur-seal 
skins about twenty-two years; that he has personally 
handled many hundreds of thousands of such skins, and 
that he has a detailed and specific knowledge of the character of the 
various sorts of seal skins and of the markets therefor, and that he has 
also a general knowledge of the history of the seal-skin business during 
the whole of that period. 

Second. That the first seal skins of which deponent has any knowl- 
edge arriving in the London market were consigned 
by a Russian company to the firm of J. M. Oppenheim aie ee of the 
& Co., the business of which firm, so far in as it related 
to the dressing and dyeing of fur-seal skins, was subsequently taken 
over by the firm of Martin & Teichmann, That the fur-seal skin busi- 
ness was greatly developed about the year 1870 through ;: 
the efforts of C. M. Lampson & Co.; that about that 4 Qvgyvepment of ™ 
time the firm of J. M. Oppenheim & Co. found great 
difficulties in getting the skins properly unhaired, dressed, and 


Experience. 
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dyed, which difficulties culminated in a strike of their operatives 
about the year 1873, the result of which was that the firm of Martin 
& Teichmann took over that portion of the business of Messrs. Op- 
penheim & Co. connected with the dressing and dyeing of fur-seal 
skins as aforesaid and began a system of education of their own oper- 
atives, and that from that time until within a year ago the business of 
dressing and dyeing skins has been practically controlled by the firms 
of Martin & Teichmann & Co. and C. W. Martin & Sons, and has be- 
come an established and important industry, in which a large amount 
of capital is invested and a large number of persons employed. 

The firm of C. W. Martin & Sons has employed until the last two 

Persons employea Years 500 persons, and employ at the present moment 
aud wages paid by about 460 persons, most of whom are skilled laborers, 
eee receiving on an average at least 30 shillings a week, 
and most of whom have families dependent upon them for their sup- 

port. Deponent estimates that the total number of 
sans employed Hersons employed directly or indirectly in the business 
of dressing, dyeing, handling, and cutting fur-seal skins 
up to within the last two years in the city of London was about 2,000. 

Third. That the business is carried on in the city of London, briefly, 
as follows: Messrs. C. M. Lampson & Co., and during the last two 
years one or two other firms, advertised the annual 
sales of fur-seal skins, of which very much the largest 
number are advertised and sold by C. M. Lampson & Co. That 
at such sales merchants and furriers from all over the world are 
present or represented, and make their purchases of fur-seal skins 
for the ensuing season. After the sales the skins purchased are deliy- 
ered by the purchasers to my firm aud others for dressing and dyeing. 
Most of the seal skins dressed by my firm are likewise 
intrusted to us to be dyed, but some of the merchants, 
notably Revillon Freres, of Paris, have the skins which 
have been dressed for them by us dyed in France, and this is true of 
one or two other firms, although Revillon Freres are the principal firm 
who so do. This makes the number of furs dressed by us larger than 
the number dyed. 

Fourth. Deponent knows of his own knowledge and from conversa- 
tions with the merchants and dealers above mentioned 
that it is a matter of vital importance to the continu- 
ance of the of fur-seal industry and the industries re- 
sulting therefrom and dependent thereon that the supply of fur-seal 
skins should be constant; that is, that the number of skins coming upon 
the market in each year should be known the year beforehand with 
approximate certainty, and that it should not vary greatly from year 
to year. That this is necessary in order that prices may be fixed and 
that those persons or firms who physically deal with the skins, such as 
deponent’s firm, should know what provision they must make for the 

Sty ihe caee business of the ensuing season. That down to within 
within the past three & few years last past, three or five years, the supply 
oe a ends has been regular, but that during the last three or five 
years, and notably during the last two years, the supply has fluctuated 
very largely and continually diminished and in consequence thereof 
business has greatly suffered. 

Fifth. That the skins which have come to the London market within 

Sources of supply. the last few years have been principally what. are 

Alaska, Copper Is- known as the Alaska catch, the Copper Island catch 


land and Northwest and the Northwest catch. Small supplies are also 


London trade sales. 


Dressing and dyeing 
of skins. 


Necessity of a con- 
stant supply. 
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obtained from the Lobos Islands, Cape Horn, and Aus- ae 

5 5 : ; Lobos Island, Cape 
tralasia, but the skins got from last three mentioned Horn and Australasia 
localities play an inconsiderable part in the business. Sis. 
That the great majority of the skins coming into the market are known 
as the Alaska, the Copper Island, and the Northwest skins. The skins 
belonging to these several catches are catalogued separately, sold sep- 
arately, and are of different values and necessarily, therefore, bring dif- 
ferent prices in the market. 

Sixth. That the differences between these several classes of skins 
are so marked as to enable any person skilled in the ae ‘ 
business to readily distinguish one from the other. An puereuee Wiees 
essential point of difference between the skins of the 
Northwest catch and the skins of the Alaska and Copper Island catches 
consists in the fact that most of the Northwest skins eee 
are the skins of the female seal, while the Copper and mostly those of fe- 
Alaska skins are of the male seal. Deronent has made mes: say 7 to80 per 
no computation or examination which would enable him 
to say specifically what proportion of the Northwest catch are the skins 
of the female seal, but it is the fact that the great majority, deponent 
would say 75 to 80 per cent, of the skins of this catch are the skins of 
the female animal. The skins of the male seal and of the female seal 
may be as readily distinguished as the skins of the different sexes of 
any other animal. The skins of the female seal, LOD, < caee fomble veins 
instance, show the marks of the breast and the fur are distinguished. 
upon the belly is thinner, and the whole of the fur is 
also finer, lower in pile; that is, the fibers composing the fur are shorter 
than in the case of the male seal. Another means of distinguishing the 
female skins from the skins of the male lies in the fact that the skins of 
the female are narrower at the head and tail and are proportionately 
wider in the belly than the skins of the male seal. 

Another means of distinguishing the seals of the Northwest catch 
from the skins of the Copper Island and Alaska catches 
consists in the fact that nearly all the skins of this Hiauahine once 
catch have holes in them, which deponent understands Island and Alaska 
is caused by the fact that the seals from which they are Yiu5 from those of 
taken have been shot or speared in the open sea, and 
not, as is the case with the seals from which the skins of Copper Island 
and Alaska catches are taken and killed, with clubs upon land. The 
difference between the Copper Island catch and the — jp;mrence between 
Alaska catch are marked and enable any one experi- Copper Island and 
enced in handling skins to distinguish the one from 4!8S**skns. 
the other. The Copper Island skins show that the animal is narrower 
in the neck and at the tail than the Alaska seal and the fur is shorter, 
particularly under the flippers, and the hair has a yellower tinge than 
have the hairs of the Alaska seals, so that before the skins are dressed 
the two may be readily distinguished from each other, and while depo- 
nent has made no such attempt he believes that it would be reasonable 
to say that if 1,000 Copper Island skins were mingled among 99,000 
Alaska skins itwould be possible for any one skilled in the business to 
extract 950 out of the 1,000 Copper Island skins and to separate them 
from the 99,050 of the Alaska catch, and vice versa. Both the Copper 
Island skins and the Alaska skins are the skins of male seals almost 
exclusively, although occasionally female skins are found among the 
Copper Island catch and less often among the Alaska catch, 
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Seventh. Deponent says that the preservation of the seal herds 

; found in the northern Pacific region is necessary to 

sary orton neces the continuance of the fur-seal business, as those herds 

are the principal sources of supply of seal skins left in 

the world; and from his general knowledge of the customs of that busi- 

ness deponent feels justified in expressing the opinion that stringent 

regulations of some kind are necessary in order to prevent those herds 

from disappearing like the herds which formerly existed in large num- 

bers off the South Pacifie seas. Specifically what regulations are neces- 
sary deponent does not feel himself in a position to state. 

WALTER MARTIN. 


Sworn at No. 4 Lambeth Hill, in the city of London, England, this 
23d day of April, 1892, before me. 
FRANCIS W. FRIGOUT, 
Vice and Deputy Consul-General of the 
United States of America at London, England. 


Deposition of Henry Poland, head of the firm of P. R. Poland & Son, 


Furriers, London. 
GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. PELAGIC SEALING. 


Mr. Henry Poland, being dulv sworn, doth depose and say: That he 
is 40 years of ageand asubject of her Britannic majesty ; that he is the head 
of the firm of P. R. Poland & Son doing buisness at 110 Queen Victoria 
street, in the city of London, and has been engaged in that business 
tw enty- -one years; that the said firm of P. R. Poland & Son are doing 
business as fur and skin merchants,.and have been engaged in that 
business for over one hundred years, having been founded by depo- 
nent’s great-grandfather in the year 1785, and having been continued 
without interruption since that date from father to son; that for many 
years last past deponent’s said firm have been in the habit of buying 
large numbers of fur-seal skins, in fact ever since skins of that charac. 
ter have become an article of commerce, both on their own account and 
on commission for other persons resident in the United States and 
Canada and elsewhere; that by reason of having pur- 
chased so many skins deponent has a general and sub- 
stantial knowledge of the history of the fur-seal skin business, and of 
the character and kinds of fur-seal skins coming upon the London 
market; that from about the year 1879 down to the 
present time the principal fur-seal skins coming to the 
London market have been what are known as the Alaska catch, being 
the skins of fur-seals killed upon the Pribilof Islands, in the Bering Sea, 
the Copper Islands catch being the skins of fur seals killed upon the 
Kommandorski and Roben islands of Russia, and what are known as 
the Northwest catch. Until within two or three years ago a very con- 
siderable number of skins also arrived on the London market, amount- 
ing perhaps to several thousand annually, which were known as 
Japanese skins. 
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That the three classes of skins above mentioned are easily distinguish- 
able from each other by any person skilled in the busi- 
hess or accustomed to handling skins in the raw state. j,4 
That deponent has personally handled the samples of 
the skins dealt in by this firm, and would himself have no difficulty in 
distinguishing the skins of the Copper Island catch from the skins of 
the Alaska and Northwest catch, by reason of the fact that in the raw 
state the Copper Island skins have a lighter color and the fur is rather 
shorter in pile and of an inferior quality. The skins of each of the three 
classes have different values and command different prices in the mar- 
ket. Both the Copper Island skins and the Alaska skins are almost 
exclusively the skins of male seals, and the difference between the skin 
of a male seal and a female seal of adult age can be as readily seen as 
between the skins of different sexes of other animals. 
That the Northwest skins are, in turn, distinguishable 
from the Copper Island and Alaska skins, first, by 
reason of the fact that a very large proportion of the adult skins are 
obviously the skins of female animals; second, because 
they are all pierced with the spear or harpoon or shot, 
in consequence of being killed in open sea, and not, as in the case of 
Copper Island and Alaska skins, being killed upon land by clubs; 
third, because the Northwest skins are cured upon vessels by the crews 
of which they are killed, upon which there are not the same facilities 
for flaying or salting the skins as there are upon land, where the Cop- 
per and Alaska skins are flayed and salted. 

The Japanese skins, which I think are now included 
in the Northwest catch, are distinguishable from the 
other skins of the Northwest catch | by being yellower in color, having 
a much shorter pile, because they are salted with fine salt, and have 
plenty of blubber on the pelt. That the skins purchased by deponent’s 
firm are handed over by it to what are called dressers 
and dyers, for the purpose of being dressed and dyed. , Fzocess of manufac: 
The principal dressers and dyers of the city of Loudon 
at the present time are C. W. Martin & Co. and George Rice and skins 
are also dressed and dyed by other persons. The fur-seal business has 
attained very considerable dimensions in the city of 
London, large amounts of capital being invested ,,f#™s¢ London capi: 
therein, and ‘probably in and about the city of Lon- ~~ 
don there are employed in the fur-seal skin business as Many as 3,000 
persons, most of whom are skilled hands, some of whom 
receive as high as £3 or £4a week,and many if not most 
of whom have families dependent upon them for support. That the main- 
tenance of this business necessarily depends upon the 
preservation of the seal herds frequenting the northern preg ree BORER 
Pacific regions from being overtaken by the destruc- 
tion which we as the fate of the seals formerly found in large quantities 
in the South Atlantic and South Pacific Oceans. 

That. deponent is not in a position, by reason of possessing expert 
knowledge or personal acquaintance of killing seals, to pronounce a 
positive opinion as to what steps are necessary, if any, to accomplish 
this result, but he would suppose it reasonable to say 
that a close time, which should be universal in its ap- 
plication, for a specified period in each year, during which the killing 
ot seals ‘should be entirely prohibited, and the imposition of heavy 
penalties, say a fine of £1,000, for any violation of the regulations pro- 
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viding for such close time, would be effective to preserve the herds 
referred to; and de; nent would, under any cireum- 
stances, increase the zone around the islands contain- 
ing the rookeries, within which sealing should be absoiutely prohibited, 
to a distance of 50 miles in every direction from the shore. 

HENRY POLAND. 


Sworn at 110 Queen Victoria street, in the city of London, England, 
this 23 day of April, 1892, before me. 
FRANCIS W. FRIGOUT, 
Vice and Deputy Consul- General of the 
United States of America at London, England. 


Zone. 


Deposition of George Rice, furrier, London, England. 
GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. PELAGIC SEALING. 


George Rice, being duly sworn, doth depose and say: That he is 50 
years of age, and a subject of Her Britannic Majesty. 
That he is engaged in the business of dressing and 
dyeing furs of various kinds in the city of London, at 32, 33, and 40 
Great Prescott street, in the said city, and at Stratford, which isa 

suburb of London. That he has been engaged in the fur business, 
and principally in the business of handling fur-seal skins, for twenty- 
seven years last past. That eleven years ago he established his 
present business of dressing and dyeing furs. That during the 
eleven years since the establishment of his present business he 
has handled and dyed large quantities of fur-seal skins, and has 
during those years and prior thereto personally handled hundreds 
of thousands of fur-seal skins, and that in the year 1891 he dyed 
upwards of 90,000  fur-seal skins. That by reason of his experi- 
ence ip his business he has a general and detailed knowledge of the 
different kinds of fur-seal skins and of the differences which distinguish 
them, as well as the history, character, and manner of conducting the 
fur-seal skin business in the city of London, which is briefly as follows: 

The skins are consigned by the persons who take them in the fishing 

grounds to various firms, the principal of which are C. 

pokins consigned to Mi Lampson & Co.,and Culverwell & Brooks, by whom 

the skins are catalogued and advertised for the sales, 

which are held in October, January, or March in each 

xar by Goad, Rigg & Co., as brokers for C. M. Lampson & Co., and 
be Sulverwell & Brooks on their own account. 

These sales are attended by merchants and buyers from all over the 
world, who are present either personally or by proxy, and having made 
their purchases at such sales, the skins are transferred by them to the 
dressers and dyers. That for many years last past the skins arriving 
in the market have been principally what are known 
as, first, the Alaska skins, which are the skins of seals 
killed upon the Pribilof Islands in the Bering Sea; second, what are 
called the Copper Island skins, which are the skins of seals killed on 
the Russian islands in the Bering Sea; and third, what are called the 
Northwest catch, which are the skins of seals killed in 
the north part of the Pacific Qcean, or in the Bering 
Sea. A large proportion of the Northwest catch of sking have pas ssed 
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through deponent’s hands for some years last past, and last year he 
handled nearly the whole of the Northwest catch. 

Besides those three last-mentioned classes, the Alaska, Copper, and 
Northwest, a certain number of sealskins also come to 
the London market from southern waters, notably 
Lobos Island aiid Cape Horn, but the skins from these localities are 
relatively much less important than the skins of the Northern Pacific 
regions. 

That the difference between the several classes of skins are very 
marked, and enable anybody who is skilled in the ey 
business or accustomed to handling of fur sealskins to ,,J/sses distinguish- 
distinguish the skins of one class from the skins which 
belong to either of the other two classes and these differences are evi- 
denced by the fact that the skins obtain different prices in the market. 

That the differences between the skins of the adult male seals and the 
adult female seals are as marked as the differences ~ 
between the skins of the two sexes of other animals, 
and that in the Northwest catch from 85 to 90 per cent 
of the skins are of the female animal. 

Deponent does not mean to state that these figures are mathemat- 
ically accurate, but they are, in his judgment, approximately exact. 

The difference between the Copper Island catch and the Northwest 
and Alaska catches, which two Jast-mentioned classes of skins of the 
fur-seal apparently belong to the same family, are such as to enable 
any person skilled in the business to distinguish the Coppers from the 
Northwest and Alaska skins, or what I may call the Bering Sea seal- 
skins, but the manner in which the skins are distinguished is difficult 
to describe to any person not accustomed to handling skins. The 
difference again between the Alaska and Northwest catches, although | 
as deponent has said they are of the same general family, are yet very 
marked by reason of the difference of the color of the hair, the length 
of the wool, which is, of course, perceptible mainly upon examination 
of the pelts and of the fact that the female skins show the marks of the 
breast. 

The differences between the three classes.of skins above mentioned 
are so marked that the skins belonging to the three catches have 
always, since deponent had any knowledge of the business, com- 
manded, and do now command, different prices in the markets, for 
instance, the Aiaska skins of the last year’s catch 
fetched about 125s. per skin; the Copper:skins of the 
last year’s catch fetched 68s. 6d. per skin, and the Northwest skins of 
the last year’s catch fetched about 55s. per skin. 

Among the skins classed as the Northwest catch there have for the 
last few years been included a considerable number of skins which de- 
ponent says he thinks were formerly called Japanese 
skins, which are distinguished from the remaining 
Northwest and Alaska skins by reason of the different color of the 
skins in the raw state. This difference in color is so distinct as to be 
practically unmistakable, 

That the business of handling and dealing in fur-seal skins has be- 
come, in the city of London, an established and im 
portant industry. That deponent himself, for instance, 4 rondon sealskin in- 
employs at the present time from 400 to 500 laborers, “ 
who are mostly engaged in one way or another upon fur-seal skins, 
many of whom are skilled workmen receiving good 
wages, and many of them having families dependent 
upon them for their support. Deponent estimates the total number of 
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people engaged in the business of handling, dyeing, dressing, and treat- 
ing fur- seal ‘skins ge to the time the skins pass into the hands of the 
furriers at about 2,000. In addition to the number so employed, a much 
larger number of furriers, employés, and the employés of the retail mer- 
chants are concerned directly or indirectly in handling or manufactur- 
ing the fur-seal skin or fur-seal skin garments. 

Deponent further says that a large amount of eapi- 
pits? London capt tal is in one way or another invested in the city of Lon- 
wa don in the business above enumerated. 

That the continuance of the fur-seal business depends, in deponent?’s 
judgment, obv iously upon the continued existence of the fur-seal herds 
from which the skis are derived 

That the question of the preservation of the fur-seal herd has, of 

course, engaged deponent’s attention and he has kept 
eet fa peuenal |S close al ‘watch on it as he was able to do without be- 
ing on the ground. In regard to what might he done 
to preserve the herd deponent does not feel that he knows ull the facts, 
and in consequence thereof it is difficult for him to express an opinion 
as to the manner in which the seal herds ought to be preserved or what 
regulations ought to be imposed for that purpose, but judging from the 
fact that for many years 100,000 seals were caught upon the Pribilof 
Islands without injury to the herds resorting to the rookeries on those 
islands, it is fair to conclude that unless some other 
neeiling on islands cause intervened to diminish those herds killing that 
number of seals upon the islands would not have been 

detrimental to the herd. 

If itis the fact, as has been stated, that the herds have now been 

_. diminished since the killing of female seals upon the 
ee eae Prony sea began, as to which deponent has no knowledge, he 
should say that it would at least be reasonable to pro- 
hibit the killing of seals absolutely within the area which may be de- 
scribed as the feeding grounds around the island. 
GEO. RICE. 


Sworn at the consulate-general of the United States of America at 
London, England, this loth day of June, 1892, before me. 
[SEAL. | FRANCIS W. FRIGOUT, 
Vice and Duputy Consul-General 
of the United States of America at London, England. 


Deposition of William Charles Blatspiel Stamp, furrier, London. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. PELAGIC SEALING. 


William Charles Blatspiel Stamp, being duly sworn, doth depose and 
say: That he is 51 years of age, and a subject of Her Britannic Majesty, 
and is engaged in business at 38 Knightrider street, 
Experience. London, E. C., as a fur and skin merchant. That he 
has been engaged in that business for upwards of thirty 
years, and has been in the habit of purchasing fur-seal skins during 
the whole of the time that he has been in business. That he has per- 
sonally handled many thousands of such fur-seal skins and he has in- 
spected the samples at practically every sale of fur skins made in Lon- 
don during the whole of the time he has been in business, and in conse- 
quence of these facts and of his knowledge of the fur-seal skin business 
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he has a general and detailed knowledge of the history of the business 
of dealing in fur-seal skins in the city of London, and of the character 
and differences which distinguish the several kinds of 
skins coming on the market. That for many years last 
past the fur-seal skins coming on the London market have been known 
as, first, the Alaska catch, which are the skins of seals killed upon the 
Pribilof Islands situated inthe Bering Sea; second, the Copper Island 
catch, which are the skins of seals killed on the Kommondorski and 
Robben Islands in the Russian waters. The Robben Island skins were 
formerly separated from the Kommondorski Islands and were of inferior 
quality, and it is only within the last eight or ten years that the Robben 
Island skins, which are ineconsiderable in number, have been presum- 
ably mingled with the skins of seals caught on the 
Copper Islands and included in the term ‘Copper 
catch;” third, the Northwest catch, which are skins of seals killed 
in the open Pacific or Bering Sea. 

That the skins of these several catches are readily distinguished from 
each other, and the skins of the different sexes may BOO ter ae aisting iene 
as readily distinguished from each other as the skins of ble. 
the different sexes of any other animal. I should esti- 
mate the proportion of female skins included within | Mostly females 
the Northwest catch at at least 75 per cent, and I should ®**™ 
not be surprised nor feel inclined to contradict an estimate of upwards 
of 90 per cent. My sorter, who actually handles the skins, estimates 
the number of female skins in the Northwest catch at 90 per cent. 

One means of distinguishing the skins of the Northwest catch from 
those of the other catches is the fact that they are i, 

= ° = ; 3 ae 5 Northwest skins 
pierced with snot or spear holes, having been killed in pierced with shot. 
the open sea, and not as in the case of the Copper and 
and Alaska catches, killed upon land, with clubs. 

The differences between the Copper and Alaska skins are difficult to 
describe so that they can be understood by any person who has no 
practical knowledge of furs, but to anyone skilled in the business there 
are apparent differences in coior between the Copper and Alaska skins, 
and a difference in the length and qualities of the hairs which compose 
the fur, and there are also apparent slight differences in the shape of 
the skins. 

The differences between the skins of the three catches are so marked 
that they have always been expressed in the different Sy 
prices obtained for the skins. I have attended the ,jrees of dierent 
sales for many years, and am able to make this state- — 
ment from my own knowledge. The average prices obtained at the 
sales of the last year’s catch, for instance, were as follows: For the 
Alaska skins, 125 shillings per skin; for the Copper skins, 68 shillings 
per skin; and for the Northwest skins, 53 shillings per skin. 

That the skins purchased by the deponent are purchased on his own 
account and on account of others resident in Canada and the United 
States and the Continent, and he believes it is a fact that he is the 
largest commission merchant in the fur business. 

That the skins so purchased are consigned to various dressers and 
dyers, the principal of whom are the firm of C. W. 
Martin & Sons and George Rice, and deponent himself 
is the landlord of a factory worked by Frederick Smith & Co., which is 
the oldest firm of dyers of fur-seal skins, and of late years they have 
also become dressers. ; 
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That the fur-seal skin business had become an important industry in 
the city of London in which a large amount of capital 
was invested and a large number of workmen employed, 
amounting, including the dressers, dyers, handlers, and 
persons employed in the manufactories of the furriers, to about 3,000. 
It is difficult to make any correct estimate of the number of people so 
employed, but deponent says that he has recently had occasion to look 
into the question in his capacity as master of the Skinners’ Company 
and he believes the above figure to be substantially correct. 

That a large number of persons so employed are skilled laborers and 
most of them have families dependent upon their labors for their sup- 
port. The wages paid in some cases are as high as £3 or £4 a week, 
and perhaps the average wages of the whole number may be safely 
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estimated at £1 per week. That many of these persons know no other 
business than that in which they are at present engaged. 
That the continual existence of the fur-seal business is dependent, in 
deponent’s judgment, upon the preservation of the seal 
eine iula™ supply de herds frequenting the Northern Pacific regions, and it 
is also a most important element in the industry that 
the supply of seal skins coming to the market each year should be 
regular and constant. 
That deponent further says that some regulations are necessary for 
the preservation of the seal herds frequenting the 
neces- Northern Pacific region, because it is a well known 
fact that in the absence of any such regulations the 
seal herds which were formerly found in the South Atlantic and Pa- 
cific Seas have been practically exterminated. 
On the Lobos Islands and in New Zealand governmental regulations 
exist, and I am told, although I know nothing about 
else: it, that regulations of some kind have been made in 
the colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 
W.-C. B.S PAMES 


Sworn at the Skinners’ Hall, Dowgate Hill, in the city of London, 
England, this 14th day of June, 1892, before me. 
[SEAL. | FRANCIS W. FRIGOUT, 
Vice and Deputy Consul-General of the 
United States of America at London, Hngland. 
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Deposition of Emil Teichmann, furrier, London. 
GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. 


Emil Teichmann, being duly sworn, doth depose as follows: 

First. That he is 46 years of age, a native of the Kingdom of Wurtem- 
berg, and is now anaturalized subject of Her Britannic Majesty. 

That since the age of manhood he has been engaged in the tur busi- 
ness; that from 1866 to 1868, inclusive, he resided in America in that 
business, and since 1868 he has resided in England and done business 
in the city of London, and is now and has continually been during all 
these years engaged in one way or another in the fur business. That 
he is now a member of the firm of C. M. Lampson & Co., and has been 
a member of such firm for the period of twelve years last past. That 
prior to the time he became a member of such firm and from the years 
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1873 to 1880 he was a member of the firm of Martin & Teichmann, who 
were then, and its successors C. W. Martin & Sons still are, the largest 
dressers and dyers of seal skins in the world. 

That the firm of C. M. Lampson & Co., of which deponent has been 
as aforesaid for the last twelve years a member, are what is known as 
commission merchants engaged in the business of selling furs of various 
kinds and also in buying furs upon commission. 

That the said firm of C. M, Lampson & Co. has, during the time that 
deponent has been a member thereof, handled a larger number of skins 
of the fur seal than all the other firms in the world together, and depo- 
nent knows from inspection of the books of his said firm that for many 
years prior to the date when he became a member of the same they also 
handled during many years previously thereto a larger number of fur 
seal skins than all the other firms in the world together. 

That during the time deponent has been a member of tie said firm 
he has personally handled many hundreds of thousands of fur-seal skins, 
and he has a detailed and expert knowledge of the various kinds of 
seal skins, and the several differences between them which enable the 
several sorts of seal skins to be distinguished from each other. 

Second. Deponent says from his general knewledge of the business 
inspection of the catalogues of sales of C. M. Lampson & Co., and from 
the information derived from his predecessors in the firm, the chief of 
whom was the late Sir Curtis Lampson, who founded the house about sixty 
years ago, that fur-seal skins were formerly obtained 
in large numbers in the South Pacific and Atlantic seas 
upon the San Juan Fernandez and Falkland Islands, upon Sandwich 
Island, South Shetland Island, Desolation Island, Goughs Island, and 
Kerguelan aid Massafuero Islands, and at Cape Horn. 

There were also in former years a considerable num- 
ber of skins obtained from Russian possessions in the 
North Pacific Ocean through the medium of a Russian company, as 
hereinafter stated. 

The history of the Southern Atlantic and Pacific seal business shows 
that at the localities above enumerated, and principally on South 
Shetland and the Kerguelan Islands, there must have been very large 
numbers of seals. The principal market for the skins of such South- 
ern Pacific and Atlantic seals was, as deponent is informed, found 
in the Chinese ports, and deponent has been informed and understands 
that in consequence of the indiscriminate and universal killing of: seals 
in the localities above mentioned, where no restrictions ih 
of any kind were then or are imposed upon the killing Uaqmmation of 
of seals at any time without regard to age or sex, the 
seal rookeries in those localities were after a few years of such killing 
practically exhausted. 

That about twenty years ago the South Shetland Islands were again 
visited, and for two or three years there were obtained 
from these islands a considerable number of skius, 
amounting in the aggregate to perhaps 5,009 skins. 
At the end of a three years’ catch of skins it was re- peo cr atae 
ported that the rookeries were again exhausted, and “” 
the islands were not again visited for several years, not until five 
years ago, when deponent understands that a vessel was seut to those 
islands by the firm of C. A. Williams & Co., of New London, United 
States of America, and that that vessel was only able to obtain 39 
skins. 
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The time during which deponent has been in the business the skins 
from all of the above-mentioned localities have been practically infin- 
itesimal in number. 

Third. That for many years last past the skins of fur-seals actually 

coming into the markets of the world have been derived 
from the following sources: 
I. The Lobos Islands skins, which are the skins of seals caught upon 
the islands of that name, situated off the River Platte 
and belonging to the Republic of Uruguay. These 
skins are consigned by the persons having the contract to take them 
with the Republic of Uruguay to Boulcher, “Mortimer & Co. , of London, 
by whom they are sold through Goad, Rigg & Co., and catalogues of 
the last-mentioned firm are published and have been inspected by 
deponent from time to time as published. The total number of skins 
derived from this source, aS appears from an inspection of such cata- 
logues, are during the years 1873 and 1892 inclusive set forth accurately 
in “the paper which is annexed hereto and marked Exhibit A. 

Il. Cape Horn skins.—Prior to the year 1876 a small number of skins 
are Supposed to have been obtained from this locality. 
They are not classified in our books or catalogues, nor 
in the books of any other persons or firms, so that they can not now, from 
examining the books and catalogues, be readily identified or separated 
from skins coming from other southern localities, but from the year 
1876 down to the present time they have been so classified, and a large 
number have been sold by deponent’s firm. A statement of the skins 
obtained from Cape Horn is hereto appended and marked Exhibit B. 
The number of skins derived from this locality, as appears by that 
statement, fluctuated very largely in number, and I am informed that 
the reason for such fluctuation is that the seals from which the skins 
are obtained are killed mostly upon land, and that the weather in that 
part of the world is so severe that it is at times impossible to effect a 
landing upon or near the rookeries. So far as deponent knows, there 

is no protection of any kind for seals at Cape Horn other than that 
which is afforded by the difficulty of landing in order to kill the seals, 
in consequence of the heavy weather. 

Hil. Cape of Good Hope.—F rom this locality a small but steady num- 

ber of skins have been obtained during many years 
athe of Good Hope Jastpast. These skins are not consigned to deponent’s 

firm, but to other persons in London whose catalogues 
are published, and have been examined from time to time by deponent c 
and deponent is informed and believes from such examination of cata- 
logues that the number of skins obtained from this source have been 
for the last few years about 5,000 per annum. 

Deponent understands that the seals from which these skins are ob- 
tained are likewise killed mostly upon land, and he is also informed 
that some regulations for the protection of seal life at the Cape of Good 
Hope by regulating the killing of seals in that colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope have been established by the Government of the said 
colony, but what those regulations are, if any such exist, deponent is 
not in a position to state. 

In addition to the supplies from the above-mentioned sources, from 
1,000 to 2,000 skins are obtained annually in Australasia, which includes 
New Zealand. 

IV. The principal sources of supply for the market at the present 
time, and for many years last past, are the following: 
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(a) What are known as the Alaska catch, which are the skins of 
male seals, killed upon St. Pauls and St. Georges Is- 
lands in the Bering Sea. 

(b) The Copper catch which come from the seals killed upon the 
Russian islands of Copper and Bering, called the Com- 
mander Islands, which are located in the Russian part 
of Bering Sea, and also the Robben Island, in the Okhotsk Sea, all which 
are also the skins of male seals. 

(c) The Northwest catch. These are the skins of seals caught in the 
open North Pacific and Bering Sea. 

Fourth. The history of the sealskin fishery coming from the North- 
ern Pacific regions is briefly as follows: 

In the early part of the century a Russian company Noetthern Pacific 

. . . SKINS. 

was formed which obtained from the Russian Govern- 

ment a right to kill seals, both upon the Commander and Pribilof 
Islands, and in and around the Bering Sea. Up to the year 1853 
about 20,000 skins were annually received in London from the com- 
pany in the parchment state. By the parchment state, I mean skins 
which were dried with the top or water hair left on. They were not, 
in consequence of this method of preservation by drying, in a con- 
dition to be unhaired, and they were after having been ‘dressed in 
London largely returned to the Russian markets. 

In the year 1853 a trial shipment of salted skins was made to J. M. 
Oppenheim & Co., in London, in pursuance, as deponent is informed, 
of suggestions theretofore sent out by Messrs. Oppenheim that an at. 
tempt should be made to salt the skins, but owing to the defective curing 
this shipment was a failure. By degrees, however, the curing by means 
of salting was improved, and in 1858 a contr act was made by the Rus- 
sian American Company to ship to Messrs. J. M. Oppenheim & Co. an 
annual supply of from 10,000 to 12,000 skins delivered in London at 
10s. 10d. a skin. The quantity was increased in 1864 to 20,000 skins. 
This contract remained in force until the Alaska Territory became the 
property of the United States. In addition to the salted skins covered 
by the contract last referred to, Messrs. Oppenheim & Co. also received 
during these years about 10,000 skins from the Russian American Com- 
pany per annum, which were dried in the old-fashioned way and not 
salted. 

Deponent was connected with the firm of Messrs. J. M. Oppenheim 
& Co., at New York and London, from the years 1866 to 1872 inclusive, 
and his late partner, Mr. Martin, and himself ultimately succeeded to 
the business of Messrs. J. M. Oppenheim, so far as it related to the 
dressing and dyeing of seal skins. 

Upon the cession of Alaska to the United States there was indiserim- 
inate seal-killing upon the Pribilof Islands for the season of 1869~70. 
About the end of that season the Alaska Commercial 
Company was formed at San Francisco, as deponent is .Al#ska Commercial 
informed, by citizens of the United States for the pur- mye 
pose of obtaining a lease from the United States of the right to kill 
seals on the Pribilof Islands. 3 

This company did obtain from the United States an exclusive license 
to kill seals on the Pribilof Islands in the Bering Sea for a period of 
twenty years, under certain restrictions and regulations , which were, as 
deponent i is informed, set forth in the contract between that company 
and the United States and in extracts of Congress in relation thereto, 
and in regulations of the Treasury De spartment of the United States 
made in pursuance of such extracts of Congress. 


Alaska catch. 


Copper catch. 
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A year or two thereafter Messrs. Hutchinson, Kohl, Philippeus & Co., 
of San Francisco, which, as deponent is informed, was a firm formed 
by persons controlling the Alaska Commercial Company, obtained a 
lease from the Russian Government giving them the exclusive right to 
kill seals upon Komandorski and Robben \stands. 

That in 1890 the Alaska Commercial Company, as deponent was in- 
formed, did not secure a renewal of the lease which they had thereto- 
fore enjoyed from the United States, but a similar lease was granted 
by the United States to the North American Commercial Company, 
which is a separate corporation and is controlled by different people 
from the Alaska Commercial Company. 

Fifth. From the year 1870 down to the present time deponent’s firm 
have received and handled from the Alaska Commercial Company and 

from Messrs. Hutchinson, Kohl, Philippeus & Co., from 

nine om paloude the North American Commercial Company, and the 
Rusia «Russian Seal Skin Company, of St. Petersburg, which 
company have now succeeded to the lease of the Ko- 

mandorski and Robben Islands formerly enjoyed by Hutchinson, Kohl, 
Philippeus & Co., all the skins of seals which have been killed upon 
the Pribilof Islands and upon the Copper Islands. ‘They have also re- 
ceived at least three-fourths of the skins included in 
what is called the Northwest catch until the year 1891, 
when the major part of the skins of the catch were consigned to Messrs. 
Culverwell, Brooks & Co., of London. A large number of the skins of 
this catch, amounting in one year to 40,000 a year, have been consigned 
to deponent’s firm by the firm Hermann Liebes & Co., of San Francisco. 

The total number of skins of the Northwest catch received by depo- 
nent’s firm during the years 1872 and 1892, inclusive, are set forth with 
accuracy in an affidavit made by my partner, Alfred Fraser, in New 
York, a copy of which, dated April 1, and acknowledged EK. 'T. Rice, 
notary public, has been received by me from him and I annex hereto a 
copy of the lists of Northwest skins attached to Mr. Fraser’s affidavit, 
making the same a part of this deposition, and mark the same Exhibit 
C. Lalso append hereto as a part of this deposition copies of the lists 
attached to the affidavits of Mr. Fraser of Alaska skins sold in London 
by my firm during the years 1870 to 1892, inclusive, and to the Copper 
Island skins sold by my firm in London during the years 1572 to 1892, 
inclusive, and mark the same respectively Exhibits D and H, and I re- 
fer to the affidavit of Mr. Fraser above mentioned for an explanation 
of all said lists and adopt the same explanation given by him as my 
own. I have carefully verified the figures contained in these latter and 
find them to be as accurate as any such statement can be made. 

Sixth. The skins of the Alaska and Copper catches are readily dis- 
tinguished from each other and command different 
prices in the market, and I should have no difficulty and 
would undertake from my knowledge of the various 
skins to separate Copper skins from Alaska skins should they ever be 
found mingled together, as, however, they are not. The Alaska and 
Copper skins are distinguishable from each other partly by means of 
the different color. The Copper Island skins generally have a darker 
top hair and are more yellow on the cheeks than the Alaska skins. 
Perhaps a surer means of distinguishing the two is the difference in 
shape. The Copper Island skins are much narrower at the head than 
the Alaska skins, and this difference is very marked. In our ware- 
houses we have a different set of trames for the sizing out of the Copper 
skins from those we use for the Alaska skins. Another difference 


Northwest catch. 


Skins distinguish- 
able. 
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quite as important as the shape is that the fur upon Copper Island ° 
skins is considerably shorter on the flanks and towards the tail than is 
the fur of the Alaska skins. All of these differences are so marked, as 
I have before stated, as to enable any expert, or one familiar with the 
handling of skins, to readily distinguish Copper from Alaska skins, or 
vice versa, but it is true in the case of very young animals the differ- 
ences are much less marked than in the case of the adult animal. We 
receive practically no skins of very young animals from Alaska, but we 
do receive at times a certain number of the skins of the young animals 
from Copper. All the skins of both the Copper and Alaska catches 
are the skins of the male animals. 

Seventh. The skins of the Northwest catch are in turn readily dis- 
tinguishable from the skins of the Alaska as well as 
the Copper catch. The differences which [ have enu- 
merated between the Copper and Alaska skins are accentuated in dis- 
tinguishing the skins of the Northwest catch from the skins of the 

Jopper catches, and we use a separate set of frames or patterns in our 
business for the Northwest skins from what we use for the Copper or 
Alaska skins. Among what are classed by us as Northwest skins are 
included what are sometimes called Japanese skins, which are the 
skins of seals killed on the northern Asiatic coasts. These skins come 
upon the market generally by way of Japan, but sometimes by way 
of San Francisco or Victoria. 

The number of Japanese skins averages, deponent should say, about 
5,000 a year, although there is a good deal of fluctua- 
tion in the quantity from year to year, and deponent 
says that, like the other skins included in the Northwest catch, they 
are principally the skins of female seals, not easily distinguishable 
from the skins taken from the herds frequenting the eastern part of 
the Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea, except by reason of their being prin- 
cipally speared instead of shot. 

The most essential difference between the Northwest skins, and the 
Alaska and Copper catches is that the Northwest  . invest skins 
skins, so far as they are skins of adult seals, are almost. females, and riddled 
exclusively the skins of female seals, and are nearly W'*? shot. 
always pierced with shot, bullet, or spear holes. 

The skins of the adult female seal may be as readily distinguish- 
able from the skins of the adult male as the skins of the different sexes 
of other animals, that practically the whole of the adult Northwest 
catch seals were the skins of female seals, but the skins of the younger 
animals included within this Northwest catch, of which we have at 
times a considerable number, are much more difficult to separate into 
male and female skins, and I am not prepared to say that I could dis- 
tinguish the male from the female skins of young animals. 

A certain percentage of young animals is found among the consign- 
ments received by us at the beginning of each season, which we under- 
stand and are informed are the skins of seals caught in the Pacific 
Ocean off the west coast of America, but a much smaller percentage of 
such small skins is found among the consignments later in the sea- 
son, which we are informed are of seals caught in the Bering Sea. 

I have been told that it is easier to catch the female seal at sea than 
it is to catch the male seal, but I have no personal knowledge of that 
point. I suppose, however, that there must be some foundation for the 
statement by reason of the fact thatso small a proportion of male adult 
seals are included in what is called the Northwest catch, 
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Eighth. Deponent says that what may be termed 
the fur-seal business has largely been built up by the 
efforts of the Alaska Commercial Company, the North American Com- 
mercial Company, and the firm of C. M. Lampson & Co. 

Tees ae tee That it depends toa considerableextent upon making 
English capitalin fur- Seal skins an article of fashion and of trade and that a 
Sean PEsinone very large amount of capital is invested in the King- 
dom of Great Britain in the business. 

It is, in deponent’s judgment, fair to estimate the amount of capital 
invested in the business in one way or another to have been. at times 
as much as £1,000,000 and that there have been until lately dependent 

j upon this industry, in the city of London, about 2,000 
weumber of skilled  sii}led workmen, most of whom have families depend- 

ent upon them for support, and the amount of wages 
paid to those people deponent estimates on the average at about 30 
shillings per week, making an aggregate of £150,000 per annum. 

Deponent further says that the continuance of this business depends 

very largely upon the maintenance of a steady and reg- 
dy ,Sunply of ular supply of fur-seal skins in order that the trade 

may be able to calculate with approximate certainty 
the number of skins which are to be received in each year. 

Deponent further says that the maintenance of this business, to his 

mind, obviously depends upon the preservation of the 
wae teetion neces seal herds resorting to Bering Sea from the destruc- 
tion which has overtaken the seal herds which were 
formerly found in the southern regions, and that whatever is necessary 
to be done to preserving the seal herds in Bering Sea ought to be done; 
but deponent having no knowledge of the business of killing seals, and 
having no scientific ‘knowledge on the subject as a naturalist, is noti ina 
position to relate what laws or regulations, in addition to those already 
existing, are necessary, if any such are necessary, in order to accomplish 
this desirable result. 


Fur-seal business. 


Emit TEICHMANN. 
Sworn at 64 Queen street, in the city of London, England, this 25th 
day of April, 1892, before me. 
FRANCIS W. FRIGOUT, 
Vice and Deputy Consul General of the 
United States of America at London, England. 


EXHIBIT A. 
Salted Lobos Island fur-seals sold in London. 


Year. Skins. | Year. Skins. | Year. Skins. 

IV BSS SSH e ate ase ono 629563) | PISS ieee ee Sock ciefsra ticle 13;:569' 889s 55-2 ss ce ese ese | 8, 755 
ity? Bee ep aaepeee ace SxD09)| | PUSS2e ease ssa samc oso 13; 200) ||/1890-.- = sees se somes 18, 541 
ifr Tee ee a PEE Jeri) EGS y amp eee a OS 13: 86101801: 75. i ees 15, 834 
1 ey ieee ee ee = ao Stee ae PTS ODS Ml OSd eas ose —cccr== = eeleets 16, 258 | 1892 (to date) ...-...-.-. 4, 800 
US Uiacwitemocmetss oe sce | pel SAOGON| MeSorecn nn = conic cetera 10, 953 —— 
ST eee Se eteicis eteieteee FSO PALO SO eset sin cl ane as cater 138, 667 Total uc. seasee 247, 177 
OO beeen ean one oe ae Pe SYA |i Rotel ase eRe Saar barore 11, 068 

THT) cer ah it ia iE SDN RECS, ee eee 20, 747 

| | 


New York, March 23, 1892. 


This is the paper writing, marked A, referred to in the affidavit of Emil Teichmann, 
sworn before me this 25th day of April, 1892. 
FRANCIS W. FRIGOUT, 
Vice and Deputy Consul General, U. 8S. A., London, England. 
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EXHIBIT B. 


Sales of Cape Horn salted fur-seal skins. 


Year. Skins. Year. Skins. Year. Skins. 
| 
STG a nie ccasica'sScinse~e 6: 306i PIS Samora eee ce ce as AAOOSu! | SOOPe ase os ea eiece ae 2, 450 
NU Silemesc cecccce Senet Mi OSd Al |) PSSA eee Soe aa ons CUTAN TSO es osc sewers 3, 114 
Bere e weicecs sees eck Soot W88bae sees sence. S502 3, 404 || 1892 (to date).......... 3, 966 
MRO each eee Sate eecjarece ID- 180. || IS8Gaetececce~ccesos- 909 _———— 
WSS Obes sain ce cee eee ae 175562) || SSiieesaeacs ssa ee cesses 2, 762 Mota ee a eack oe 113, 208 
it te) Se Sa oeE eee eee se TS GS PGBS sea ee aos = sek acs 4, 403 
WES 2 eet We Lee eee ny aio | ae Ete es eee 3, 021 


This is the paper writing marked B referred to in the affidavit of Emil Teichmann, 
sworn before me this 25th day of April, 1892. 
FRANCIS W. FRIGOUT, 
Vice and Deputy Consul-General, U.S. A., London, England. 


EXHIBIT C. 


Salted Northwest Coast fur-seal skins sold in London prior to pelagicsealing in Bering Sea. 


Year. Skins. Year. Skins. Year. Skins 
TET ns Be Rome ae eee M0200 | STiiseneeaon es erectus |=.cee se sc WSS Oe ee nmeeseiree seers 11, 727 
1B be |= 2s DUCE CBRE OO ee Eee eS UST SS teeess eepe aaece =: HG El SSoccrcrarasiesieve eee avalon 2,319 
MST Ate ye ny cee Pea AS ars bh 45949 )))||| 1819 Baie oysters ae Se are OP UD! (PSB cee eletaie cactus oe 9, 242 
Tas Dee oe ee 1. 646 :||pLCS0e eee eters. 8,939 So ae 
NS (Gane sews sce ewes 2 OAD VBS M Reet a cisions 9, 997 Totals cies seats 64, 366 


Salted Northwest Coast fur-seal skins, dressed and dyed in London (but not sold there) taken 
prior to pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. 


Year. Skins. Year. Skins. Year. Skins. 
heiigescsee snescceeete as - G99: || 1ST ase seem ees oooh. Merl MES 2 seen wee io sa eee ee 11, 159 
Rome ean 2 cee aes 40) 187 Simonse asccen ese DAS ATI PL S88 saeoe ee sates scene 6, 385 
TS (tea eee oe ee 122i SiO Set eeewees ce woos ee QSOs | |MLSSASet coe oe selec oe ces 10,115 
STO a icisrceeieeecraecisa\c TS ali B80 Uae meee ste aac 4, 562 ———- 
RTGS oot osc caclecitiesiccess 1;,062>||p1S8ilesssocaseeece cs c5< 5, 890 Ota eeece =e 46, 215 


Dry Northwest Coast fur-seal skins sold in London prior to pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. 


Year. Skins. Year. Skins. Year. Skins. 
TS68s..0cccaemcsssecncee PO Oa er Pin mesericeor ets SOLS ||P SG22soes a. ose cae cece 321 
WBGO-S. a sist sec eeiseseern DE Gisele Gaeceeneeus ones neees BOB Boas sacha ce wcteens a 390 
tel (SB e ris he ce leomencecac GBS. Wee asasemesccioe stance bbe: 37 | [bl to): EN Se ee 785 
i SSeS enese Apes TZ AGG PP USiSe cee nse oes ese cs 912 
NRTA cnc eros sass ame oe sere 145 584))| PIS Ose 2 see 918 otal 5 Soe eceet 42, 767 
UE CE Op Oe acre SON IRRO Ss. 4 ae nos sees. SILER Soe 
CY (OPA Se area Sicie se Pa | aioe eee ee 686 


Of the skins sold in 1871 and 1872 a very large proportion were the accumulation 
of the Russian American Company and sold by them after the purchase of Alaska by 
the United States, 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Saltedesisinsssoldsin Wondon, leiwestestees: «5 tases eee eee eee ese ete eee 64, 366 
Salted. skins dressed and dyed in London, 1872-1884 ......---..-----.------ 46, 215 
Dry skinsisold invLondon, I868-1e84s aa. 2s. 22 See eee ee eee eee eee 42, 767 
Grand itotall 2. 22.5...02 358 Weoecenes si ssa elem cee aeeae eaielnoee eee 153, 348 


E. T. B.J., 
Notary Public. 
New Yorx, March 30, 1892. 
Exursit C. 


Dry Northwest Coast fur-sea!l skins sold in London after the commencenent of pelagic seak- 
ing in Bering Sea. 


Year. Skins. Year. Skins. 


ISD G56 Ge ceerisosonencocsppensdsscancccos US GPA alep N= cpbapoodsceocboee SH sEsncoobSabenac 699 
IGBGs pape dsecbocoesndea sedescoressses25c- Ue) | RO ao Senaseocogduncocboosesstodccand 1, 083 
UGE ecccoa sbebsences sarecbeseebeRoessc be 2, 843 —_— 
IE eae aeococdnermccuecnuonsnbUescessoas 1, 252 A YOU OE ep cocnonpe ame coacodSaass 8, 694 
IT eS cpnnboss scbecos ss seeSc eran SstesoocC 228 


Salted Northwest Coast fur-seal skins dressed and dyed in London (but not sold there) taken 
afier commencement of pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. 


Year. Skins, Year. Skins. 
REDE Sooreces SE Ie E aa oceiee eearrae ee ees NGHGGT ||| 1889. asec tenis covlmesen eee anmoescneees 2,017 
SS Gere serteteteetelalere e.eteia ete la lola lecetsintnta/ala/ola wievay 15, 087 ——— 
1S Ree aie eieie cain tense oes sm icin ici sietissniete 3, 589 Totalicsticescescoe ethene eee 39, 250 
TNE Sa alo aes COL oat leet teen 1, 930 


In addition to the above it is estimated that from 25,000 to 30,000 skins have been 
dressed and dyed in the United States. 
1B, US dio. dler 
Notary Publie. 


Salted Northwest Coast fur-seal skins sold in London after commencement of pelagic 
sealing in Bering Sea. 


Year. Skins. - | Year. Skins. Year. Skins. 
IGE Doe peace uEneedodee 2,078 39, 563 || 1892 (to date) ......... *28, 298 
ASSGU Se Sb cescesaeeee eee 17, 909 38, 315 
ORWRe wteceta sce hs. 4eee 36, 907 54, 180 254, 068 
ists sep gaonenaoooaceeSe 36, 818 
* Of catch of 1891. 
RECAPITULATION. 

Dryeslans sol dsimavond one S85 so leer a ese sete eh ee eee 8, 604 
Salted skins dressed and dy ed in London, but not sold there, 1885-1888.... 59, 20 

Salted skins dressed and dyed in the ‘United States 8, estimated, 1885- 

MSSOES LY secstae eosin ares Ses ae Ja ESE ood 30 ASUS orbs Saas cee = 30, 000 
Salted skins sold in London;k885—1892 =. 3. sas eee eae eee eEee 254, 068 

Grand totaletessescetoocccle ces 6 oo sok one Seabee tee sles a mieten) eee 331, 962 
New York, March 30, 1892. 
E.T.R. J., 


Notary Pubtie. 

This is the paper writing marked C referred to in the affidavit of Emil Teichmann, 
sworn before me this 25th day of April, 1892. . 
Francis W. FRIGOUT, 
Vice and Deputy Consul-General, U. S. A., London, England. 
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Salted Alaska fur-seal sold in London. 


before me this 


Skins Catch. Skins. Catch Skins. 

aS ONGED Hel STOee ee eee eeeee ae url OONOSGHI MSSSptae s 2o-cscse+ A leT 008000 
ee TO0%896i1 ISCO Meee eee eee LOO ST6 IU lb1esOie gee cc ce es Seasie 2008000 
ee Se 96; 283: || Si SSle serene oe sscinee Se QO OFS PLSOO!. scans = = 01 ater 20, 994 
Se HOU 24S RUGS Oe a eeeeeteeccten ara LOO MOOR) || 1890) oc .oc/c2 as cleciscc ce 4,158 
Been. Q05150)| legs eeer een anes S 75 OT d|( 1G] wae imy Dee 18, 473 
cess 99), 634.0|| W884 ceeeeeascccccescce 99, 887 

Absa 90: 267 5 || S8b Ses ee eeiee ere nero 99, 719 Motalessssscses| ly Sit GiT 
mates 45, 4)'0i| | MOS Osea eesicsics sec ace 99, 910 

ae OOM ONT TAS BTiae seem rte ce acrta a/= 99, 940 


25th day of April, 1892. 


New Yoru, March 23, 1892. 
This is the paper marked D, referred to in the affidavit of Emil Teichman, sworn 


FRANCIS W. 


FRIGOUT, 


Vice and Deputy Consul General, U. S. A., London, England. 


EXHIBIT E. 


Salted Copper Island fur-seal sold in London. 


Skins. Year. 
Osaee Pale Pral a kstell es 3 A ARB AG oe 
eons Ore WT Be oem ane 
sia eler 30)(349) ||PASB2ee eae semeclos 
ee BATS! | PSS oer es 
eres Bdy298i || SSA eae Nees eee 
Resets 205300) || Sed scceccaere se 
She ae 19000) || US862eeneeeee ce 
Spar 28; ALL WW AS8iee2eeeeeeniscie 


Skins. Year Skins. 
SOROS MUCSSeeE ce semetemot ees 46, 333 
45, 209 NG SORE Nowk peerkee oe wate 47, 416 
SOS USS O sea racecece ceca 95, 486 
SE RDOOUN ISOS cece oe oer 17, 025 
PAs Ceirto ya |Vn Rohe ee ee ae 80, 678 
48, 929 
41, 752 Total Seca ceeaeie 768, 096 
54, 584 


New Yorn, March 23, 1892. 


This is the paper writing, marked E, referred to in the affidavit of Emil Teche 
sworn before me this 25th day of April, 1892. 


FRANCIS W. FRIGOUT, 
Vice and Deputy Consul General, U.S. A., London, England. 


Table of percentages of annual sealskin supply compiled from table of London trade 
sales as given by Emil Teichmann. 


1870 | 1871. | 1872. | 1873. | 1874. | 1875. | 1876. | 1877. | 1878. | 1879 
Mobosasland erect |emlees oi | soeosocdlecorosos | pocorncan 0. 0532-++10. 0560-+-/0 0782--|0, 1054+-'0. 0831 -+-/0. 0730+- 

Cape Horn. ------- |--------|--------|---.2---!02-----[--------|--------/0. 0440 + |0. 0618 +/0. 0575-+-|0. 0722 
Northwest coast -. 0. 0620-+- 0.110 + 0.136 + 0. 1862+ 0. 0072-40. 0246+. /0. 0282+-|0. 0158+- 0. 0251 -|0. 09274- 
Alaskacatch....-.- 0. 9380-++ 0. 890 + 0.813 + 0. 8047+ 0. 7743+-/0. 6830-110, 6204+-|0. 61134 0. 698 410. 59444 
Copper Island ....|........|........ 0.051 + 0.059 + 0. 1653++/0. 2364-40. 2292+ 0. 2059-+- 0. 1363-+-|0. 1677+- 

Total ....... 1. 0000-+- 1. 0000 i 0000 [ 0000 {1.0000 |1.0000 {1.0000 [1.0000 |1.0000 |1.0000 

| 

1880. | 1881. | 1882. | 1883. 1884. 1885. 1886. 1887. | 1888. | 1889. 
Lobos Tsland..-- -- 0. 0804-+ 0. 0720-10. 0703-10. 0923-+|0. 0950+ /0. 0540-+- 0. 0718-0. 0521+ 0. 09S1-+-|0. 04354 
Cape Horn. 2... --- |0. 0946-+- 0. 0697+ /0. 0624-++ | 10.0334 0.0332 |o 0196-0, 0047-++ 0. 0133-+4- (0. 0207 + |0. O15 06 +- 
Northwest coast. - B 0730+ 0. 0825-+-/0. 1283-+/0. 0685-4 |0. 1187-+-|0. 1130-0, 1795 + 0. 2047-+/0. 1894-10. 2075+ 
Alaska catch ...--. 0. 5417-+- 0. 5307-+-10. 538438-+/0, 5442--)0. 5821-40. 5447-+- 0. 5307-+- 0. 4721+ |0. 4728+ 0. 4975-4 
Copper Island --.. 0. 2103--\0. 2451-F)0. 2097-+-|0. 2616/0. 1631-0. 2684-0. 2143-0. 2578 0.2190 |0. 2359+ 

Total ose sees - 1. 0000 0000 {1.0000 |1.0000 


1. 0000 f-o000 p-0000 1. 0000 


1. 0000 E 0000 Fs 
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Table of annual sealskin supply compiled from table of London trade sales as given by 
Emil Teichmann. 


1870. 1871. 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. 1876. 1877. 1878. 1879. 
JOG) ie Sse eleerno con esos sccloocascoc 6,956 | 8,507] 8,179 | 11,353 | 13,066 | 12,301 | 12, 295 
(OP Tien 8 eran Assen pss eee baban ses Soeccca lasocomedoamenanalas snags 6,306 | 7,631 | 18,227 | 12,180 
Northwest coast -- 684 | 12,495 | 16, 303 931 7,843 | 3,575 | 4,097 1,945} 3,607 15, 527 
Alaska catch. .---- 9,965 |100, 896 | 96,283 |101, 248 | 90,150 | 99, 684 | 90, 267 | 75,410 | 99,911 | 100, 036 
Copper cateh.-----|--------|-=--=--- 7,182 | 21,614 | 30,349 | 34,479 | 33,298 | 25,380 | 19,000 | 28, 211 
Lotalv.--=-=- 10, 649 (113, 391 |119, 768 |130, 749 |136,851 |145, 867 |145, 321 |123, 432 |143, 046 | 168, 249 


1880. 1881. 1882. 1883. 1884. 1885. 1886. 1887. 1888. 1889. 


Lobos Island. .-.-- 14, 386 | 13,569 | 18,200 | 12,861 | 16,258 | 10,953 | 13, 667 | 11, 068 | 20, 747 8,755 
Cape: Horn-=---: -- 17, 562 | 13,164 | 11,711 | 4,655 | 6,748 | 3,404 909 | 2,762 | 4,403 3, 021 
Northwest coast .-| 13,501 | 16,573 | 23,207 | 9,544 | 20,142 | 20,265 | 33,975 | 43,339 | 40,000 | 41, 808 
Alaska catch. ----- 100,161 | 9,994 |100,100 | 75,914 | 99,887 | 99,719 | 99,910 | 99,940 |100, 000 | 100, 000 
Copper catch....-. 38, 885 | 45,209 | 39,111 | 36,500 | 26,675 | 48,929 | 41,752 | 54,584 | 46,333 | 47, 416 


Motalvee see 184, 945 |188, 436 |187, 329 |189, 474 |169, 705 |183, 270 |190, 213 |211, 693 |211, 483 | 201, 000 


TESTIMONY RELATING TO THE GENERAL SEALSKIN 
INDUSTRY IN. FRANCE. 


Deposition of Emin Hertz, member of the firm of Emin Hertz & Co., 
Jurriers, Paris. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. PELAGIC SEALING. 


City OF PARIS, 
Republic of France, ss: 

Emin Hertz, being duly sworn, deposes and says as follows: That 
he is 42 years of age and a naturalized citizen of the 
French Republic; that he lives in the city of Paris, Experience. 
and isa member of the firm of Emin Hertz & Cie.; 
that he has been engaged in the fur business for eighteen years, dur- 
ing which time he has been in the habit of purchasing sealskins; that 
he has personally handled many thousands of said fur-seal skins, and 
that he has a general and detailed knowledge of the history of the 
business of dealing in fur skins in the city of Paris, and the character 
and difference which distinguish the several kinds of skins which are 
on the market. 

That the said firm of Emin Hertz & Cie. has existed for ten years, 
being the successors of Goetze & Cie., who were established since 1873, 
trading in furs generally and dealing, ever since the establishment of 
the firm, in seal skins, undressed, dressed, and dyed; that their busi- 
ness is carried on at 11 Rue Dieu, in said city of Paris. 

That there has gradually sprung up a large demand for this article 
in France, which demand was at its height two years | 
ago, during which year the said firm bought and sold UG real Conan a 
10,000 skins at the average price of the last ten years. 

That in consequence of the falling off in the supply Of — Recent increase in 
Alaska skins (Pribilof Islands and Bering Sea) two price. Demand les- 
years ago, the price had increased from 50 to 75 per “™*" 

cent, and in consequence, the year after, the demand was affected so 
that instead of selling more than 10,000 skins the firm scarcely sold 
5,000, and a still smaller number this year. 

That the total production of sealskins, which during the existence 
of the concession of-the Alaska Company (which con- 
cession has now expired) amounted annually to 150,000, P3pdyetion reduced 
skins, is now hardly more than 70,000, coming from 
Alaska and the Copper Islands; that the consequence is 
a loss for everyone connected with the trade, for while 777s ** less. 
there was an annual production of 150,000 skins there were, the depo- 
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nent estimates, at least from two to three thousand persons engaged in 
this industry in Europe, and the natural consequence 
employment of the production having diminished by about one-half is 
that only about one- half the number of persons are re- 
quired in the industry. 

That the increased price of sealskins two years ago, caused by the 
falling off in quantity, has not been maintained although 
this year there is perhaps even a fewer number of seal 
skins, which indicates, in the opinion of deponent, that 
the article when offered at a high price is within the means of only 
a very few persons and the demand for it will continue to decrease. 

That the trade has every interest to bring about a regular produc- 

tion, that is to say, the production to be approximately 
pecrenny pronumction always tlhe same, as this would obviate the frequent 
change in price and render business less speculative 
pees ansaboue iitn That the said firm generally buys its sealskins at 
ee yey" the London auctions in their undressed state, and has 
them dressed in London and dyed partly in London 
and partly in Paris. 

That the said firm can distinguish very readily the source of produc- 

tion of the skins when the latter are in their undressed 

distinctitaple’Y state; that for several years besides the skins of the 

regular companies, such as the Alaska Company (Amer- 

ican concessionaire) and the Copper Company (Russian concessionaire) 

the said firm has bought quantities of skins called Northwest coast, 

Victoria, ete. That these skins are those of animals 

See ay tess aed caught in the open sea by persons who apparently de- 

and pups. rive therefrom large profits, and nearly three-quarters 

of them are those of females and pups, these probably 

being less difficult to take than the males; that these animals are taken 
by being shot. 

That the seals taken by the Alaska and Copper companies are males, 

Destrnetionofmates Le destruction of which is much less prejudicial to the 
less prejudicial. Bet- Preservation of the race, and which furnish the best 
eens. skins, these being finer and more furnished with down; 
that they are killed on the islands with clubs. That every animal 

Beieateul Lads killed by ball or shot bears the traces of such slaugh- 
Piercedlaithishor, ter, which marks greatly depreciate the value of the 

skin. 

That the said firm has often been informed that in order to capture 
one aninal the persons engaged in the chase are frequently obliged to 
kill or wound three or four. That under these cireum- 
stances and in consequence of the destruction of the 
females, there is no doubt in the mind of deponent that the race is in 

_ great danger of being exterminated, to the profit of a 
Sea pening few individuals and to the detriment of an important 
industry which up to the present has supplied the 
means of livelihood to thousands of persons in Europe and America. 
That the said firm believes it to be everyone’s inter- 
nanttivemeasares est that the countries interested in the question (Amer- 
; ica and Russia) should take measures to safeguard their 
rights from the point of view of the capture of the seals, and that if 
not, if this pursuit in the open sea continues as in the past two years, 
the said firm firmly believes that in a short time the seal will exist only 
aS a Souvenir and will be completely exterminated. 


Less 
for labor. 
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That this industry, which has produced during twenty 
years nearly 25,000,000 of francs annually, will have q,Gret salve of in 
disappeared, owing to this cause, to the detriment of a 
very great number of persons. 

EMIN HERTZ. 


Sworn before me this 23d day of June, 1892. 
[SEAL. | AUGUSTUS JAY, 
Second Secretary of the Legation of the 
United States at Paris, France. 


Depositon of Léon Révillon, member of the firm of Révillon Freres, fur 
riers, Paris. 


GENERAL SEALSKIN INDUSTRY. PARIS MARKET. PELAGIC SEALING 


City OF PARIS, 
Republic of France, ss: 

Léon Révillon, being duly sworn, doth depose and say as follows: 
That he is 49 years of age and a citizen of the French Republic, and 
lives in the city of Paris, and carries on business at No. 79 Rue de 
Rivoli, in the said city, and is a member of the firm of Révillon Fréres, 
which firm is composed of Theodore Révillon, Léon Révillon, and Anatole 
Révillon. 

That the said firm of Révillon Fréres is engaged in the business of 
buying, dyeing, and selling sealskins; that they have 
been engaged in the said business for upward of twenty 
years, and the said deponent has been in the habit of purchasing fur- 
seal skins during the whole of that time; that he has personally handled 
many thousands of said fur-seal skins and that he has a general and 
detailed knowledge of the history of the business of dealing in fur-seal 
skins in the city of Paris, and the character and difference which dis- 
tinguish the several kinds of skins which come on the market. 

That the said firm of Révillon Freres have bought during the last 
twenty years upwards of 400,000 sealskins; that nearly 
all of these skins have been dressed in London, where ,, 
there are special facilities therefor; that the firm of Ré- 
villon Freres have tried several times to dress the skins themselves, 
but in very small quantities. 

That all the skins bought by the said firm of Révillon Fréres are 
dyed in France, and therefore the skins pass under our eyes in the fol- 
lowing conditions: (1) in salt when we buy them in London; (2) 
dressed; (3) dyed. That deponent believes that the firm of Révillon 
reves is by far the largest firm of furriers and fur- 
dealers in France; that the greater part of the skins ,,vargest dealers in 
bought by Révillon Freres are made up into garments, 
cloaks and mantles, but that some of the skins after having been dyed 
are sold to other manufacturers. 

That the sales of sealskins by the said firm of Révillon Fréres have 
amounted for the last twenty years to about 4,000,000 frances per year. 

That the number of persons employed by the said firm for the dyeing, 
scraping, manufacturing, lining, and for the sale of the sealskins, is 
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about 300, of which the greater part are well paid, on account of their , 
work being upon a very valuable species of merchandise, and that 
there are about 500 or 600 persons employed in the industry in France, 
exclusive of salesmen, porters, ete. 

tea eee: That in the years from 1872 to 1877 we bought only 

rly bought : a 5 
only land catch. Alaska sealskins (that is to say, those from the islands 
of Pribilof) and the Copper catch, coming from Russia, 

and a few skins coming from the islands of Lobos and from the South 
Seas. 

_ cy That later on, from the year 1878, we have noticed in 

ntroduction of 5 c 3 
Northwest coast the London market sealskins called Victoria or North- 
ecine. west coast skins, the quantity of which is variable, but 
which has continually increased until last year, when the total quantity 
was held at 80,000 skins. 

That we have often heard, and from different sources, that these last- 
named skins are in the majority the skins of the female 
seal. The thinness of the hair upon the flanks seems 
to confirm this assertion, although it is impossible for us to test the 
absolute truth of this statement for ourselves, for when the seals have 
been dressed the sigus of the Iiammals disappear. At any rate the 

ee employment of these skins is much less advantageous 
advantageous tobusi- to our business because there is a great predominance 


Mostly females. 


BEEN; of small skins, which are evidently those of young seals 
Predommance of which are not killed by the companies which have the 
small skins, concessions for the Alaska and Copper sealskins. 


Skins less valuable, Moreover, these Victoria or Northwest coast sealskins 
sedge peaeica witht are riddled with shot, which very materially depreci- 
i ates their value, while the seals of both the Alaska and 
Copper companies are killed by a blow of a club upon the head, which 
does not at all impair the quality of the skin as regards its ultimate 
uSeS. 

That the fact that the annual production of Victoria or Northwest 

pee aae coast skins has increased in proportion as the Alaska 

iminution of good js Ae oe ‘ 5 : 5 
skins due to pelagic Skins has diminished seems to indicate that if fewer 
pene: Northwest coast animals had been killed the quantity 
of Alaska skins would not have diminished. 

That we firmly believe that if the slaughter of the Northwest coast 

_ fur-seals is not stopped or regulated, the Alaska fur- 
net pant, Ximske Seals will disappear entirely, as is the case with the 
fur-seals will disap- seals of the Shetland Islands, from where hardly a 
ee single seal has been received during the last ten years, 

That the annihilation of the seals would be a very great loss for our 

country, for the fur of the seal can not be replaced by 
pro teat loss to indus: any other. It would also be a great loss for the work- 

; men who are specially trained for the work upon these 
skins. 

LEON REVILLON. 
Sworn before me this 26 day of June, 1892, 

[SEAL. ] HENRY VIGNAUD, 

Secretary of the Legation of the 
United States, at Paris, France. 


TESTIMONY RELATING TO HAIRSEALING IN THE NORTH 
ATLANTIC 


Deposition of James G. Joy, sealer (master). 
HAIRSEALING IN NORTH ATLANTIC, 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE, 
St. Johns, Newfoundland, June 20, 1892. 


Personally appeared before me, Thomas N. Molloy, consul of the 
United States of America for Newfoundland, James Glavine Joy, mas- 
ter mariner of St. Johns aforesaid, who being duly sworn before me 
upon his oath says: 

Ihave been twenty-four years prosecuting the seal fishery on the 
coast of Newfoundland, Labrador, and Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, nine years of which I have commanded a 
steamer. 

Tam opposed to second trips to the seal fishery, as Tic ye Mostroye the 
consider they are calculated to destroy the species, as species. 
all the seals killed on such trips are old and mature — Seventy-five per 
seals and at least 75 per cent of them are female seals. {rts females ne 

I am now speaking of harp-seals, they are principally 
shot on the ice, but when the ice packs they are killed 
with bats. When shot on open or floating ice a large number of them 
escape into the water and die from bleeding. 

I should say that for every seal shot and captured three escape 
wounded, to die in the water. I have seen ten seals on 
one pan shot and wounded and all escaped. To kill 
and capture the seal, the bullet must lodge in the head; if it strikes 
any part of the body the seal will manage to get to the edge of the 
pan and escape into the water. I know from my own knowledge that 
the number of seals brought in on second trips is yearly decreas- 
ing, and that the fishery is being depleted by the pros- 
ecution of this trip. Apart from the number of old, 
mature, and female seals destroyed, the hunting necessary for their 
capture prevents the male and female coming together as soon as they 
otherwise would, and makes the whole species more wary and more 
difficult to capture each year, so much so that even at a distance of 
from 4 to 5 miles, the smoke of a steamer blowing over 
the ice in the direction of the seals will cause them imme- 
diately to leave the ice and take to the water. 

On the first trip a good many seals are shot in the water as at that 
season of the year, the month of March, they are fat 5.5 once between 
and will float, but on the second trip in April they are hunting on first and 
seldom fired at in the water, for if shot they immedi- Second t™ps- 
diately sink; except you are very close to them and very quick you 
can not secure one of them. 


Experience. 


Hunting harp seals. 


Waste of life. 


Decrease. 


Keen scent of seals. 
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The hood-seals are generally in families, male, female, 
and young. 

Seals have been taken the past seasons on the east coast of Green- 
land with 8. 8S. G.shot in them; this kind of shot is only used by seal- 
eis on the Newfoundland coast. 


Hood:-seals. 


JAMES G. Joy, 
Master Mariner. 
Attested. 
[SEAL.| THos. N. MoLLoy, 
United States Consul. 


Affidavit of Richard Pike, sealer (master). 
HAIRSEALING IN NORTH ATLANTIC. 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE, 
St. Johns, Newfoundland, June 21, 1892. 


Personally appeared before me, Thos. N. Molloy, consul of the United 
States of America for Newfoundland, Richard Pike, master mariner of St. 
Johus aforesaid, who being duly sworn before me, upon 
his oath says: Lamamaster mariner. I have been en- 
gaged in the prosecution of the seal fishery on the coasts of Labrador and 
Newfoundland for forty-four years, twenty years of which I have been 

master ofasteamer. I can not speak of the percentage 

Percentage of seals ‘ eee E : : 
taken on second Of Seals taken on a “second trip,” nor of the sex. Nearly 
trip. alamers” ana 2 the seals taken are bedlamers and old harps. The 
old“harps’taken. ‘second trip” generally covers the month of April. 

Nearly all seals taken on the “second trip” are shot on 

open and floating ice. Very few are shot in the water, 
ree Sealing is car- for if hit there is very little chance of their capture, 

as they sink immediately. They are seldom or never 
fired at in the water, for unless they are very close there is very little 
chance of their being recovered. Sully one-third of the 
seals shot on the ice are lost, for when wounded they 
manage to crawl to the edge of the pan and into the water, and when 
once in the water they sink or die from their wounds. 

Seals shot in the water in the month of March can be recovered, as 

Difference between they are fat and in good condition, and float, but in 
Sere March and the latter part of April, when shot, they sink immedi- 

ately. Iam strongly against ‘second trips,” as In my 
emp bhosed to second opinion they are causing a rapid decline in the indus- 
tapid decrease of MY, likely to lead to the extermination of the species 
seals caused by ‘secs by the killing of old and mature seals, and the destruce- 
one Soe: tion caused by the use of firearms. Some of the men 
resident in the northern harbors, who have been engaged in the actual 
killing of the seal can give more particular information as to the age 
and sex of the seals killed. The young harp-seal takes 
to the water about the 25th of March, but when they 
“ride” the ice and the ice closes they are killed by 
batting, that is, when the ice is jammed, and they can 
Lot escape into the water. 


Experience. 


Waste of life. 


Habits of harp seal. 


Batting. 


RIcHARD PIKE, 
Master Mariner. 
Attested. 
[SEAL. ] THos. N. MOLLoy, 
United States Consul. 


TESTIMONY RELATING TO ANTARCTIC SEALING, 


Deposition of James W. Budington, sealer (master). 
ANTARCTIC SEALING AND ROOKERIES. 


D1IsTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

Capt. James W. Budington, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I 
am 53 years of age, a resident of Groton, Conn., and 
a master mariner. Since 1871 I have made several 
voyages to the southern hemisphere for the purpose of seal hunting, and 
am thoroughly acquainted with the islands and coasts about Cape Horn 
and in the southern Atlantic Ocean where fur-seals have been taken. I 
also studied, as far as I was able, the habits and conditions of the fur- 
seal of the southern seas. 

Patagonia.—The seal rookeries of Patagonia lie along the eastern 
coast, south of about latitude 42°, and up the western 
coast to the Gulf of Penas. Formerly these regions ,,)3s¢soniatookeries 
abound in seals, but now there are not enough to pay 
for the hunting. In 1881 I took 600 seals off the western coast at 
Pictou opening. In 1888-’89 Lagain visited the coast, but only obtained 
4skins. Great quantities have been taken from the eastern coast, but 
at present there are no seals there. 

Terra del Fuego and the islands in the vicinity —These islands were at 
one time very abundant in seals, and were considered 
among the best rookeries. I visited them in 187980 q.fagheries at Werra 
and took 5,000 skins. On my last voyage, in 189192, boring islands in 
I took only 900, and the majority of these, came from 18/8 and 189192. 
another portion ‘ot the coast, which had not been worked for twelve or 
fifteen years. Thousands of skins had formerly been taken from these 
islands, but the animals are practically extinct there to-day. 

Falkland Islands —At one time these islands were very abundant 
in seal life, but excessive and indiscriminate killing ee ee 

a Gan 5 alkland Islands 
has nearly annihilated them; this fact was recognized rookeries nearly de- 
by the government of the islands, which passed an ordi- Plete¢. 
nance in 1881 establishing a close season from October | Close season estab- 
to April for the islands and the seas adjacent thereto. ""** 

My understanding of this ordinance was that the Government would 

seize any vessel taking seals close to or within 15 or 

20 miles of the islands. It certainly would not have 

been allowed to take seals between the Falklands and 

Beauchene Island, 28 miles distant, which is considered part of the 

group. I understood this ordinance was passed on the ground that 
593 
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the seal resorting to these islands was the property of the Govern- 
_ ment and therefore it had a right to protect them 
ee eaeond everywhere. The Government, however, gave licenses 
right to protect them to certain parties at from £80 to £100 a year to take 
aap seals during the close season. On account of these 
licenses I think the effect of the ordinance is nullified, although the 
islands are well guarded, and seals have increased 
very little, if at all, because of allowing hunting to 
take place under these licenses. : 
South Georgia Island.—This island at one time produced many thou- 
sand skins. I visited it in 1874 and got 1,450 skins, 
eee ceorgia 1s put it had been visited five years before, when 800 
skins were taken, and where those had been taken L 
only got 86. I found a new rookery which had not been worked, to my 
knowledge, and then I got the remainder. In 1875 5 
vessels visited the island and got 600 seals. The next 
season 4 vessels again worked it, getting 110. Since 
that time, until January, 1892, it had not beeit worked, 
and in that month I got from there 135 skins, none, 
however, coming from the old rookeries. The seals on 
South Georgia are practically extinct. 
South Shetland Islands.—The shores of these islands were once coyv- 
eae gees ered with seals, but there are practically none there 
Paces ‘practically Now. Idon’t think 100 skins could be taken from there 
Bayon at the present time, while I have known of 1 vessel 
Has known of 1 taking 60,000 in a season. Since my experience began, 
vessel catching 60,000 however, the biggest catch was 13,000 by a fleet of 
4 vessels; that was in 1871~72. I was there at that 
time. The next year we took about 12,000, the fleet consisting of 6 
vessels. In 1873~74 our fleet of 7 vessels took about 5,000. Up to 
about 1880 from 100 to 200 seals were taken annually from these islands. 
Since 1880 the rookeries were not worked till 188889. That season I 
visited the islands and took 39 skins. I again went there this year 
and took 41. 
Sandwich Land.—In 1875~76 I visited these islands; there were 3 or 4 
Sandwich Lang VeSSels in the fleet. We searched the southern islands 
rookeries. and found nothing. One vessel went to the northern 
a PETeRNC islands and took about 2,000 skins. In 1876~77 I was 
there again, the fleet consisting of 6 vessels. We took altogether 
about 4,000. The next season some vessels again visited the islands, but 
did not take 100 seals. In 1880—81 2 vessels stopped there, but got no 
skins. From that time until I called there this season they had not 
been worked. I took 400 skins. Perhaps 200 more could be taken 
there, but not more, and that would clear them up, 
except what few young seals might live through this 
Lobos Islands; seals Season. Ihave never been on the Lobos Islands, but 
ee in passing the mouth of the Platte in September I 
have seen seals in the water a hundred miles from the islands. 
Extermination.—All these regions are particularly favorable for seal 
Bt eye ea life; the raw, damp atmosphere, absence of sunshine 
similar to those ofthe and uninhabited conditions being most advantageous 
LG SE to the existence of the species. All these regions de- 
scribed are uninhabited excepting the Falkland Islands and Terra del 
Fuego, the latter being inhabited by the Indians, who only visit a few 
of the inshore rookeries. 


Licenses granted. 


1875. 


1892. 


Practically extinct. 


Practically depleted. 
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From hundreds of thousands of seals resorting to these islands and 
coasts, the numbers have been reduced to a few hun- we 
dreds, which seek the land in scattered bands and rush Aree ie extern 
to the sea on the approach of man. 

Manner of sealing—When I first began sealing in 
1871 these rookeries had not been worked for twenty- 
tive or thirty years, and the seals had had a chance to increase. The 
seals were then very tame, and were all killed with clubs. So tame 
were they you could go around among them like you could among cattle, 
and at one place they wouldn’t get out of the way, so had to be knocked 
in the head in order to make room to set up a tent. Before 1880, how- 
ever, the seals had become wild from hunting, and we 
had to use guns, killing them on the rookeries and in 
the water, wherever we could get at them. 

Waste of life—We killed everything, old and young, 
that we could get in gunshot of, excepting the black 
pups, whose skins were unmarketable, and most all of these died of 
starvation, having no means of sustenance, or else were 
killed by a sort of buzzard, when the mother seals, havy- 
ing been destroyed, were unable to protect them longer. So too these 
birds ate the carcasses of the dead pups and little traces were to be 
found of the bodies. The seals in all these localities have been de- 
stroyed entirely by this indiscriminate killing of old and young, male 
and female. If the seals in these regions had been protected and only 
a certain number of “dogs” (young male seals unable to hold their 
positions on the beaches) allowed to be killed, these islands and coasts 
would be again populous with seal life. The seals would certainly not 
have decreased ahd would have produced an annual supply of skins 
for all times. 

As it is, however, seals in the Antarctic regions are, 

i : aie . . ntarctic seals 
practically extinct, and I have given up the business practically extinct. 
as being unprofitable. The whole annual catch for 

7 vessels has not exceeded 2,600 skins for the last four years. 

Habits.—The “wigs” (the old male seals) are the first seals to arrive 
on the rookeries; coming about the middle of October. |. 

They fight for advantageous places on the beaches and” V#88” [bulls]. 
never leave their positions after once being established. The females 
or “clap-matches” come a month later and are cap- 

tured by the “wigs” who get as many as they can take ,,¢yhP-matenes™ 
care otf. Wenever killed the seals until the females 

had arrived. When I first went to these regions a “pod” or family 
consisted of a “wig” and 12 or 15 “clap-matches,” but |. | 

this year everything was disorganized and not more © *°"8” [harems}. 
than 2 or 3 seals were together; sometimes there being 1 “ clap-match” 
and 2 “wigs.” There were in 1891 about as many “wigs” as “ clap- 
matches.” This equality of numbers of the sexes on the rookeries is 
unnatural, as the seals are polygamous. The cause of the great falling 
off in the number of “clap-matches” is we used to kill a dozen females 
to one male, and so not only the males are in excess but 

the species has been destroyed by killing the producers. |, 07lesPrincipally 
The pups are born on the rookeries and are unable to 

swim till six or eight weeks of age. If one gets washed *°?* 

off the rocks before that time it is drowned. A pup born in the water 
or on the kelp would certainly perish. I don’t think < 

pup is weaned till he is four months old. I am also ,;cagi¢ birth un 
convinced that copulation takes place on land betore 
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they migrate; the period of gestation being about eleven months. The 
seals leave the rookeries in March when ice begins to form around the 
islands and the snow commences to fall. The Terra del Fuego and 
Patagonian seals however never leave the rookeries or 
the waters in the vicinity, only going out into the in- 
land waters in search of food. About Terra del Fuego no ice forms 
and no snow falls that remains. The temperature remains about the 
same summer and winter. I think if ice formed there and there was 
much change in the temperature the seals would migrate northward to 
warmer waters. Seals always go back to the same rookery after a mi- - 
gration and generally endeavor to get the same position on a beach. 

In all these localities the sky is constantly overcast, the sun never 

_ shines for more than an hour or two at a time, and 
reteone -¢°"™44- around the more southern islands fogs are very preva- 
lent. The temperature is always cold and damp, being 

about 40° F. during the summer. 

Killing seals without reference to age or sex is bound to exterminate 
the species in a very short time, and it seems to me 
that unless something is done in the northern sealing 
grounds the industry will soon be as unprofitable as it 
is in the Southern Hemisphere. 


Migration. 


Prohibition neces- 
sary. 


J. W. BUDINGTON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public in and for the 
District of Columbia, this 5th day ot May, 1892. 
[is 8] SEVELLON A. BROWN. 


Deposition of George Comer, sealer (mate). 
ANTARCTIC SEALING. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
City of Washington, ss: 

George Comer, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 34 years 
of age, and a residentof Hast Haddam, Conn. Since 
Experience. 1879 I have been engaged in sealing in the South- 
ern Hemisphere and was out every year except two 
seasons up to 1839. I visited on these voyages Cape Horn, South 
Georgia, the Islands of Tristan d’Acunha, Goughs Island, the Crozets 
and Kerguelen islands. I have observed the habits of the seals fre- 
quenting these localities, and I spent fourteen consecutive months on 
one island, called by us West Cliff, located on the coast of Chile, about 
a hundred miles north of the straits of Magellan. On that cruise 
Tierra del Fuego We Were three years away from home, all of which time 
and coasts of Patago- Was Spent about Terra del Fuego and the coasts of Pat- 
nia and Chile. agonia and Chile. During these three years (1879 to 
1882) our catch was 4,000 seals, 2,000 of which were taken the first 
year, and we practically cleaned the rookeries out. In 1835 to 1886, I 
visited South Georgia as mate of a vessel. We had 
heard reports of the number of seals formerly taken 
there, but we did not get a seal, and only saw one. In 1887, while I 
was on Goughs Island, the vessel went over to South 
Georgia and took 3 seals. In the summer of 1887 we 
ro eet and Kergue- put six men on Goughs Island, and then went to the 
: Crozets and Kerguelen Island, commonly called Deso- 
lation Island. On our return, nine months after, the gang had taken 
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about 40 or 50 skins. Years before the English had had the working of 
Goughs Island, and had run the business out, so there were practically 
no seal there. We put a gang on the Crozets, expecting to do well. 
They staid there five months and took three seals. 

The English at Cape Town had recommended us to go there, because 
they said that formerly they had taken a great number of skins there. 
We went to Kerguelen Island, and there T had charge of the sealing. 
We staid about four months, and took 18 seals. Prior to this visit I 
had spent five months at Kerguelen Island, and we then took 6 seals; 
that was in the winter of 1883. and 1884. About 1850 this island was 
visited by an American, who practically cleaned off the seals. The 
captain I shipped with, Joseph Fuller, visited the island in 1880 and 
took 3,600 seals, practically all there were; and this was the increase 
for the thirty years from 1850. While I was at Cape 
Town I saw a gang start out for sealing on that coast; 
the rookeries I understood to be about 25 miles from Cape Town. They 
are in the possession or control of a company, as I was then informed, 
which has the exclusiye right to take seals there. We did not dare to 
go to those rookeries, because sealing was prohibited, and we would 
not have been allowed to take them ‘in the waters adjacent thereto. 
Argentina also claimed possession of Staten Land at 
Cape Horn, and since about 1882 or 1885 we have not 
been allowed to take seals at that point or in the waters near there, 
although the citizens of Argentina themselves have taken seals there 
every year, as I understand and believe. In the first 
part of a season we never disturbed the rookeries we 
visited, always letting the seals come on shore; then we would kill 
them on land with clubs or rifles. During the latter part of a season 
the seals become very wild, and we used to shoot them in the water 
from boats. When we shoot them in the water we lose 
certainly three out of five we kill by sinking, and we 
also wounded a great many more. Shooting seals in the water is the 
most destructive method of taking them as compared with the number 
of skins we have to show for our work. 

The shores occupied by all these rookeries I have mentioned are of 
much the same character; there is a narrow beach 
os from which cliffs rise abruptly to the height of 1 Character ol shoads 

5 to 150 feet; through these are narrow crevasses 

ne the rocks or small ravines, where streams flow into the sea; it is at 
such points the seals are to be found. The animals clamber up these 
rocks, often going where it is impossible for man to go. The climate of 
these ‘localities i is peculiar, The sky is constantly overcast, and during 
the summer the average temperature would be between 40° and 45° EF. 

Rain falls nearly every day, keeping the atinosphere constantly moist, 

but no hard storms take place, the rain falling in misty showers. Dur. 

ing the fourteen months I passed at West Cliff, heretofore mentioned, I 
had an excellent opportunity to examine and study the seals which fre- 
quent that coast. Along the coasts and islands near Cape Horn snow 
does not fall to any extent, and never remains for any length of time. 

No ice forms along the shore. There is very little difference in the 
temperature of winter and summer. The seals inhab- 
iting these shores do not migrate, but always remain 
on or near the land, only going a short distance in search of food, and 
at all seasons and in every month of the year seals can be found on 
shore. Toward the latter part of October the “ wigs,” 
or full-grown males, begin to congregate on the breed- 

ing rookeries. A “ wig” weighs anywhere from 250 to 500 pounds, 
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and must be four or five years old before he has strength and endur- 
ance enough to maintain a place on the rookery. 

The battles for position between the rival “ wigs” are most fierce, but 
at last they all get their places, and await the coming 
of the ‘clap matches,” or females. About the 10th of 
November the females begin to arrive, and land on the breeding rook- 
eries. Each “wig” gets about him as many “clap matches” as he ean, 
the average number, I should say, being from ten to twenty. The 
“wio” never allows the “clap match” to leave his harem for some time, 
always seizing her and dragging her back if she attempts to go into the 
water. Almost immediately on landing the female drops her pup, it 
seldom being more than a day after they come on shore. A ‘ clap 
match” gives birth to only one pup, except in rare 
instances, when she hastwo. I never saw but one case 
where a “clapmatch” had more than one pup at abirth. Within a few 
days after the birth of the pup the “clap match” is served by the 
“wig.” After being served the “ wig” lets her go into the water to feed, 
as she has to do in order that she may nurse her pup. The pup when 
born weighs about four or five pounds, and is covered with shiny black 
hair, beneath which there is no fur.. When four or five months old this 
black hair is shed, and new hair of a brownish-gray color comes out, 
and the fur appears beneath it. A pup does not go into the water until 
he is three or four months old, and then he works in gradually from the 
puddles into the surf, and I have seen “ clap matches” in stormy 
weather pick up their pups in their mouths and carry them out of reach 

_ of the waves. A pup born in the water or on a bed of 

Be ee ie ™ kelp would certainly be drowned, and during all my 

experience I never saw a black pup seal on kelp or in 

the water. Until the pup sheds his black hair he is entirely dependent 
on his mothers’ milk for sustenance. 

I have never seen a “ clap match” suckling more than one pup, and it 
is my impression that a ‘clap match” would not nurse any pup except 
her own, for [have seen her throw other pups aside and pick out one par- 
ticular one from the whole number on the rookery. A black pup walks 
on all fours, raising his body more from the ground than an older seal, 
and appears to be moreof a land animal than his elders. All seals can 
move very rapidly on land when forced to do so, and seem to have re- 
markable powers of land locomotion when the formation of their flip- 
pers and body are taken into consideration. The young “ wigs” or 
nonbreeding males, not being allowed on the rookeries, herd by them- 
selves, and never molest the ‘harems. About the 20th of November we 
used to begin killing, and up to that time the “ wigs” had never left 
their positions to feed or drink. I do not know how. much longer they 
would have staid there fasting if we had not molested them. Young 
‘“¢ wigs” go into the water, but during the breeding season hang around 
the rookeries, never eoing far from shore. If there had been strict 
regulations enforced, allowing us to kill only young “ wigs,” and not to 
disturb the breeding seals, [ am convinced, and have no doubt, that 

_ all these rookeries would be full of seals to-day. Ithas 
naaetical tem been the indiscriminate killing which has caused the 
practical extermination of fur-seals in the southern 


““Clap matches.” 


Pups. 


hemisphere. 
GEORGE COMER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary publie in and for the 
District of Columbia, U.S. A., this 15th day of June, 1892. 
[L. S.] SEVELLON A. BROWN. 
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Deposition of Dr. H. H. McIntyre, superintendent of Alaska Commer 
cial Company on the Pribilof Islands (1870~89.) 


CONDITION OF THE NATIVES. 


STATE OF VERMONT, 
Orange County, ss: 

H. H. McIntyre, of Randolph, in said county, having been duly sworn, 
deposes and says: I am 48 years old and a na- 
tive of Vermont. I went to Alaska in 1868 and to the 
Pribilof Islands in 1869 as special United States Treasury agent, and 
was employed in actual service as superintendent of the seal fisheries 
of Alaska for the late lessees from 1870 to 1889, inclusive, and in these 
capacities I visited the seal islands of Alaska every year covered by 
the above dates except the years 1883, 1884, and 1885, and gained most 
intimate acquaintance with everything in and about the seal fisheries 
and with the inhabitants of the islands. It was my duty during all 
this time to see that they were provided with everything necessary to 
successfully carry on the seal-fishing business and with all supplies 
of every description required for the comfort and well-being of the in- 
habitants of the islands. 

In the matter of the preservation of the fur-seals these inhabitants 
should receive some consideration. Their ancestors 
were carried to the Pribilof group more than a century, Dependence on seal 
ago, and the majority of the present generation have 
been born and bred where they now live. They number at present 
about 350 people who know no other home, and few of whom 
have ever seen any other land than the islands on which they 
live. They are a simple-minded, docile, good-natured 
people, far above the average aboriginal inhabitant 
of the country in intelligence, as indeed, might be expected of 
them in this generation, from the fact that the Aleutian blood in their 
veins is already very much mixed with that of a better quality from 

Russian and American stock. Very few, if any, thoroughbred Aleuts 
are to be found in Alaska at the present day. All are 
devout Christians and earnest believers in the faith of 
the Greco-Russian Church, observing all its outward forms, and prac- 
ticing, perhaps, as many of the virtues it inculcates as the average ad- 
herent of orthodox Christianity. 

Very little is known of these people under Russian régime in the 
early part of this century. Iftheirtraditions aretp be | _.. 
relied upon they were hardly better off at this time than Smee 
when in absolute barbarism. Their rulers were hard : 
taskmasters and were themselves but meagerly supplied with such 
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articles as would have materiaily helped the natives if they could have 
had them. They labored under the disadvantage of 
living in a cold, barren, treeless country and. having to 
depend for building material upon the driftwood thrown upon their 
shores from the rivers emptying into Bering Sea. It was, therefore, 
impossible for them to make much progress, no matter what the teach- 
ing or the example set before them may have been while living, as they 
were, in their damp, filthy subterranean houses; and more impossible 
for them to live otherwise than underground until they were furnished 
with fuel and building material. 

These were never supplied by the Russians, and the Americans ac- 
cordingly found them, upon the cession of the territory to the United 
States, living in miserable, unhealthy hovels totally unfit for human 
habitation. Thesupports for the thatched roofs and turf sides of their 
houses consisted of the pieces of driftwood or the jaw bones of whales; 
light was admitted through the opaque medium of raw sea-lion skins, 
stretched and shaved; the chimney was a hole in the roof, over which a 
skin was drawn to retain the heat after the fire went 
out; their fuel consisted of water-soaked splinters of 
driftwood, upon which was burned the blubber of the seal or whale, 
emitting the nauseous odors of burning, rancid, ill-smelling animal fats. 
The smoke from the fire left its greasy deposits upon everything about 
the premises and emitted a stench endurable only by a sense of smell 
long inured to it. For light in the long winter nights they had only a 
small burning wick supported upon the surface of an open vessel of 
seal oil. Their food consisted almost wholly of seal 
meat, with rarely a meal of fish or fowl, oftentimes eaten 
raw in summer, and dried or partially dried and stored in the inflated 
stomachs of sea lionsfor winter. A small quantity of rye was furnished 
them, but their facilities for putting it in edible form were ot the most 
primitive kind, and to this was added a limited quantity of tea and 
sugar, tobacco andrum. Their clothing was made of 
skins or of such coarse cotton or woolen cloths as were 
imported in very limited quantities for their use. 

The work which was exacted from the natives under Russian rule 

Arduous labor un. WaS much harder than has since been put upon them. 
der the Russian Com- The islands were provided with no teams of any descrip- 
fe tion; the boats were rude affairs, built from pieces of 
driftwood, whalebone, whale sinew, and sea-lion skins; the storehouses, 
workshops and tools were ill constructed and inconvenient; all of the 
skins of the thousands of seals slaughtered each year were transported 
on the shoulders of the laborers from the field to the warehouses, a 
great amount of Jabor expended on each skin in cleaning and drying 
it, and all were again shouldered from the warehouses to the boats to be 
lightered to the vesseis. In all this work men, women, 
and children participated, and each received the small 
stipend of a few kopeks per day or per skin, barely sufficient to pay for 
thetea, sugar, coarse clothing, and articles of domestic use supplied from 
the Company’s store. Yet even this poor subsistence was furnished 
directly or indirectly from the seals, excepting a few edible roots and 
wild vegetables and an occasional fish or fowl at certain seasons of the 
year. There is absolutely no other source of subsistence at the seal 
islands. 

Since the occupation of the territory by the Americans such a change 

has taken place in the condition of the natives as occurs 
Condition unter in the transition from barbarism to civilization; and 
such a change as has brought about them those material 
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evidences of civilization which require for their support and mainte- 
nance a constant and assured income. The villages as 

viewed from the exterior are indicative of their pr resent fod Gh ee 
plane of living and are such as may be seen in the 

prosperous mining and manufacturing sections of our country, compris- 
ing attractive churches, well- designed school-houses, commodious store- 
houses, and comfortable dwellings, all built in reg ular order and painted 
white. During the past twenty years the inhabitants have been con- 
stantly supplied with and become accustomed to the use of the same 
kind and quality of moral training, mental teaching, clothing, food, and 
medicines as are supplied to and habitually used by our most prosper- 
ous communities. If they must surrender these things : 
it means for them a relapse into barbarism; and the ,,2Mectofdestruction 
destruction of the seal fisheries enforces the surrender. 

They have no other source of income and know no other business than 
that of seal-fishing. The income of the two seal-island 
communities, including only natives, has averaged 
from 1868 to 1889 _ inclusive, more than $40,000 per annum in cash, and, 
in addition, they have been furnished eratuitously with the houses they 
occupy, nearly enough fuel to heat them, medicines and medical attend- 
ance, school-houses, ; school books, and teachers. Their 

moral and mental improvement have very nearly kept. ;,yrrah, ang. mental 
pace with the material comfort with which they have 

been surrounded. The children have learned to read, write, and speak 
English, and in general intelligence and household economy all have 
made remarkable progress. 

Is it true that people situated as these natives are acquire no vested 
right in the property whereon they have inmemorially 
eained their livelihood, which the Christian nations of ,,ishts of the na 
the earth ought to respect? If it is true, then the pre- 
cepts of Christianity bear still another and new interpretation. 

H. H. McINTYRE. 


Sworn to and subseribed at Randolph, Vermont, this 1st day of Aug- 
ust, A. D. 1892, before me. 
[L. 8.] Wm. H. Du Bors, 
Notary Public. 
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Data compiled from affidavits herewith appended relating to the time the Alaskan herd, 
during its migration, appears, is in the greatest number, and disappears off various points 


along the coast. 


COAST OF CALIFORNTA, 38° NORTH LATITUDE. 


Name of deponent. 


Time of appearance.| 


Time of greatest 
number. 


Time of disappearance. 


Cows, July 15; smalls, July 15. 
July 15. 

Cows, June 15; smalls later. 
July 2-15. 

Cows, June; smalls, July 15. 
June. 

Cows, June 15; smalls, July 15. 


July (cows earlier). © 
July (cows earlier). 
Smalls, July. 

July 15 (cows earlier). 
July 1. 


July 15. 
July 10 (cows earlier). 
Cows, June. 


June. 
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June 15. 


DIXON ENTRANCE AND PRINCE WILLIAM ISLAND, 54° AND 55° NORTH. 


Henry Halda 
Luke Frank 
rank: See eeerostnsceccacicer 
Saqua Douglas 
Momebiatchenaesce--=sesecces 


602 


rs 


June 1-10. 


---| June l. 


Pacha. tun. 


DATA FOR MIGRATION 


CHARI. 


603 


Data compiled from affidavits herewith appended relating to the time the Alaskan herd, 
during ils migration, appears, is in the greatest number, and disappears off various 


points along the coast—Continued. 


DIXON ENTRANCE AND PRINCE WILLIAM ISLAND, 54° AND 55° NORTH—Continued 


Name of deponent. Time of appearance. tame ol aresiest Time of disappearance. 
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YAKITAT, 59° NORTH. 
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PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND, 60° NORTH, 147° WEST. 
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Data compiled from affidavits herewith appended relating to the time the Alaskan herd, 
during its migration, appears, is in the greatest number, and disappears off various - 
points along the coast—Continued. 


COOKS INLET, 59° NORTH, 152° WEST. 


Time of greatest 


Name of deponent. Time of appearance. Sather Time of disappearance. 
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GLIA Y. 


A. 


Alaska Catch. The trade term for the sealskins obtained from the Pribilof Islands. 

Alaska Seal Herd. The herd of fur-seals frequenting the Pribilof Islands, Bering Sea, 
and the eastern portion of the North Pacific Ocean. 

Alaskas. The trade term for the seal skins of the Alaska Catch. 


B. 


Bachelor. A young nonbreeding male seal from one to five or six years of age. Syn. 
Holluschick and Dog. 

Barabara. A large sod-covered hut formerly used by the Pribilof natives as a dwell- 
ing. 

Beachmaster. A term used by antarctic sealers to designate a breeding male seal. 
Syn. Bull, Scecatch, and Wig. 

Bedlimer. A harp-seal twelve months old. 

Bidarka. A small skin-covered canoe. 

Breaching. The act of seal while swimming, leaping from the water like a dolphin. 

Breeding Grounds. That portion of a Rookery which the breeding seals frequent and 
where the pup seals are born. 

Bull. A breeding male seal of six or seven years of age. Syn. Seecaich and Wigs.; 


Cc. 
Clapmatch. See Cow. 
Copper Catch. The trade term for seal skins obtained from the Commander Islands. 
Syn. Russian Catch. 
Coppers. The trade term for seal skins of the Copper Catch. Syn. Siberias. 
Cow. A female seal over one year of age. Syn. Matha and Clapmaich, 


D. 


Dog. A term used by antarctic sealers to designate a nonbreeding male seal. Syn. 
Bachelor and Holluschick. 

Drive. The term used to designate the act of driving the seals from the Hauling 
Grounds to the Killing Grounds or the herd of seals thus driven, See also Ledriv- 
ing and Overdriving. 


F. 


Feeder. A term used by pelagic sealers to designate a seal swimming. Syn. Trav- 
eler. 

Female Catch. A term sometimes used to designate the seal skins of the Alaskan 
herd obtained by pelagic sealing, because of the majority being females. Syn. 
Northwest Catch and Victoria Catch. 

Finner. A term used by pelagic sealers to designate a seal lying on his back in the 
water and gently moving his flippers. 

Flench. The act of flaying a seal. 


H. 


Harp Seal. A species of hair-seal found in the North Atlantic off the coasts of New- 
foundland and Labrador; so called because the stripes on the back of the animal 
give the back some resemblance to a harp. 

Haul up. The act of seal in drawing itself up onto the shore, used to express the 
seals landing. 
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Hauling Grounds. That portion of a Rookery frequented by nonbreeding male seals. 
Located back of or to one side of the Breeding Grounds. 

Holluschick (plural, Holluschickie). A corruption of the Russian word “ Kholostiak,” 
a term used by the natives of the Pribilof and Commander Islands to designate 
a nonbreeding male. Syn. Bachelor and Dog. 

Holy Seecatch (Russian, Polu-saykatch.) A young breeding male seal. 

Hood Seals. A species of hair-seal. 


K. 


Kench. The act of salting and packing away seal skins in the bins in the Salt Houses. 

Killing Grounds. The place to which the nonbreeding male seals are driven by the 
natives from the Hauling Grounds and where the seals are killed. Located a 
short distance from the Hauling Grounds. 


M. 


Matka (plural, Matkie.) A female seal over one year old. Syn. Cow, Clapmatch. 


N. 


Northwest Catch. The trade term for seal skins of the Alaskan herd obtained by 
pelagic sealing. Syn. Victoria Catch and I’emale Catch. 


O. 


Overdriving. The act of driving seals so rapidly as to cause them to die of exhaus- 
tion. 


P. 


Pelagic Sealer. One engaged in Pelagic Sealing. 

Pelagic Sealing. The act of hunting seals in the water. 

Pinky Skins. Seal skins which are spoiled by reason of the blubber, with which they 
are lined, becoming decayed. 

Pod. A small group of pups or bachelor seals. 

Podding. The gathering together into groups, called ‘‘pods,” of pup seals; or the 
separating a small nnmber of bachelor seals into a group. 

Pup. A young seal of less than two years old. <A black pup is a seal less than two 
months or ten weeks old. A gray pup is a pup over two months old. The names 
come from the color of the hair, which changes. 


R. 


Raids. The act of unlawfully landing on Rookery and killing seals thereon. 

Redriving. The act of driving unmarketable nonbreeding males for several consecu- 
tive days from the same Hauling Grounds. 

Roller. A term used by. pelagic sealers to designate a seal resting on the surface of 
the water, a-rolling over every few moments. 

Rookery. A shore on which seals come on land. It is divided into two parts, Breed- 
ing Grounds and Hauling Grounds (which see). 

Russian Catch. The trade term for seal skins obtained from the Commander Islands. 
Syn. Copper Catch. 


Ss. 


Salt House. A house erected for the purpose of salting and packing seal skins and of 
storing the same on the islands. 

Seecatch (plural, Seecatchie). A corruption of the Russian word ‘Saykatch,” a 
term used by the natives of the Pribilof and Commander Islands to designate a 
breeding male seal. Syn. Bull, Wig, and Beachmaster. 

Siberias. A term sometimes applied to the seal skins taken on the Commander Is- 
lands. Syn. Coppers. 

Sleeper. A term used by pelagic sealers to designate a seal sleeping on the surface 
of the water. 

Stagy Skins. Seal skins taken from the animal while it is shedding its hair. 
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T. 

Traveler. A term used by pelagic sealers to designate asealswimming. Syn. Feeder. 
Vv. 


Victoria Catch. A term sometimes employed to designate the seal skins obtained from 
the Alaskan herd by pelagic sealing. Syn. Northwest Catch and Female Catch. 


WwW. 
Wig. A term used by antarctic sealers and furricrs to designate a breeding male 
seal. Syn. Bull, See catch, and Beachmaster. 
Also the bunch of long coarse hairs on the neck of a male seal; the mane. 
5S ? 


Y. 


Yellow-bellios. ‘Two year-old male fur-seals. 
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